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Stramel is silhouetted in the dawn of the early Kansas sunrise, just outside Party 7 44 '.s office in Burlington, Colorado. Gene was 
· g a little anxious for a good cup of hot coffee, and ready to get a safety meeting started. 

New Safety Director makes field visits 
for Western Geo

physical, Wayne Prince has made numerous trips to 
field. He recently completed another trip, however, 
time he was looking at the field crews through new 
- those of Director of Safety. Wayne was appointed 

the dual position of Director of Security and Director 
Safety in December. 
Looking at field crew safety was somewhat different 

my previous experiences," says Wayne. "I made my 
visit early in December to the domain of Gene 
el, safety supervisor for the Denver shop." 

ayne's first official safety visit was made in Burling
Colorado, where he looked over Party 744's opera
. He then went on to visit Scott City, Kansas, where 

780 was "shaking their way across Kansas wheat-

Party 744 Manager Mark Stevenson drove Gene 
me out to the northwest of Burlington for equipment 

inspection," explains Wayne. "On the way into Burling
ton I heard nothing but praise from Gene about the two 
crews we were going to visit, and I found everything to be 
just about as Gene said it would be. 

"We were first greeted at the site by Tom Early," he 
said. "After we inspected Tom's truck, we visited with 
Bob Turtura, then on to the vibrators and recording 
trucks." 

The equipment was in excellent condition, and even 
under the close scrutiny of the "ex-doodlebugger" 
Stramel, no safety violations were found. According to 
Wayne, not only was the equipment in excellent condi
tion, "it was almost immaculate." 

"We headed a little further up the line where Gerard 
Pepper was helping the rest of the 'jug' crew. Ginger Berr
inger, Carol Braun, and Julie Citrowske were busy lay
ing cables and phones," says Wayne. 

"Long before sun-up the next morning, Gene and I 



were standing at the front door of Party 7 44's office ready 
for a safety meeting," Wayne recalls. "After everyone 
gathered and woke up with a couple of cups of coffee 
made by Field Clerk Marta Hopper, a brief safety meet
ing was held." 

After a brief film on frostbite, Party 744 was out the 
door and on their way back out to the line. 

"Gene and I wrapped up the meeting at Burlington and 
headed further east toward Scott City, Kansas," says the 
new safety director. "He informed me that we were about 
to meet with another very fine crew." 

Craig Ritschel's Party 780 was working just north of 
Tribune, Kansas. As with Party 744, Gene was in and 
out of the truck cabs and vibrators, checking everything 
from floor mats to engine oil. 

"There was no question about Party 780's pride," states 
Wayne. "Their equipment, even on dusty Kansas roads, 
was immaculate. 

"We stopped for awhile and visited with Supervisor Lee 
Meitzen, whom a lot of Westerners will remember from 
Beeville, Texas, when he worked with Dalton Taylor and 
others," Wayne said. 

I. 
Field Clerk Marta Hopper and her best pal "Tarzan, " in the 
lower right, tend to daily business. Party Manager Mark Ste· 
venson says Marta is one of the most efficient clerks he has ever 
worked with. 
2. 
Tom Early presents a fire extinguisher for Gene Stramel's 
inspecLion. 
3. 
Gene Stramel talks to Party 744 crew members prior to show
ing a safety film. 
4. 
Bob Turtura, left, is all smiles after getting a pat on the back 
from Gene Stramel, center, as Mark Stevenson looks on. 
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5. 
Party Manager Craig Ritschel (left); Meryl Morris, the vibra
tor mechanic (second from left); and Supervisor Lee Meitzen, 
on the line just before Gene starts his inspection of Party 780. 
6. 
Party 780's surveyor Gerry Durnin surveys a line as Gene 
Stramel, Denver safety supervisor. and Craig Ritsche/, party 
manager. discuss safety procedures. 
7. 
Observer Don Ramaeker goes about his business in the Party 
780 recording truck as Craig Ritschel was showing us around. 
8. 
A /though very tired after a long day at work, most of the Party 
780 crew members readily enjoyed Gene Stramel's safety 
meeting. 

One of the major points Wayne learned in a hurry 
while visiting Party 780 was never to enter the recording 
truck with dirty feet - especially if Observer Don 
Ramaeker is in control. "He keeps his recording cab in 
hospital condition," says Wayne. 

At the end of the work day Gene conducted a safety 
meeting for the crew. 

In all, Wayne Prince found the field crews helpful to 
the extreme and very safety-conscious. 

"I would personally like to thank Gene for the opportu
nity of visiting these fine members of the Western fami 
ly," Wayne says. "I'm looking forward to working with all 
Westerners as director of safety. 

"With dedicated party managers like Mark Steven
son and Craig Ritschel, I'm convinced that Gene's safe
ty program is going to be one of the best in the 
industry." ~ 
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Litton Board of Directors Visit 

THE LITTON INDUSTRIES BOARD OF 
DIRECTORS held their meeting at Western Geo

physical in Houston last month. 
Board Chairman Fred O'Green and board members 

toured the Litton Resources Group facilities before 
meeting in Western's conference room. The tour includ
ed Litton Resources Systems' Parkersburg and 
Westholme facilities, the LRS Microelectronics Divi
sion, Aero Service, and Western's computer area. 

Left 
Vice President Jimmy Jordan leads the tour through the com
puter area where Keith Dornbusch, lead computer operator, 
pulls a program on the screen. 
Right 
Dr. Emil "Buck" Mateker (far left), President of Aero Service 
and Vice President of Western, provides an overview of some 
of the remote sensing equipment used by Aero Sen1ice. 

Left 
In the foreground, Brenda Pi.erce, senior microelectronics 
assembler, gives Board Chairman Fred O'Green a 
demonstration. 
Right 
At LRS's Parkersburg facility, Manager Bill McNeel (left) and 
LRS President Jim Porter (third from left) survey cable equip
ment for board members. 
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Left 
Upon arrival, board members are greeted by main building 
receptionist Virgie Bryant. 
Right 
President Howard Dingman, center, uses a model to discuss 
proposed Western headquarters expansion. 
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Booth B. Strange 
elected Senior Vice President 

CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD Booth B. Strange 
has been elected a senior vice president of Litton Indus
tries. 

He will continue as group executive in charge of 
Western Geophysical, Litton Resources Systems, and 
Aero Service. 

A native of Kingston, Oklahoma, he attended the 
University of Oklahoma at Norman where he graduat
ed with a general engineering degree and was selected as 
an outstanding senior. 

In 1936, three years after Western was founded, Mr. 
Strange came to the company as an assistant observer
computer for Party 3 in Texas. He advanced through 
various field management positions before becoming a 
supervisor of operations in 1943. In 1950, he was elect
ed vice president and director of Western Geophysical, 
which became a division of Litton Industries in 1960. 
He was named president of Western in 1965, and was 
appointed a Litton corporate vice president in 1967. 

Henry Salvatori, founder of Western Geophysical, 
once said of him, "Western is fortunate to have a man of 
his calibre ... I am confident that Booth will lead our 
company into new heights of growth and success." 

He has certainly fulfilled Mr. Salvatori's original pre
dictions, and the PROFILE along with all Westerners 
would like to congratulate him on his new position. ~ 
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romotions in Management 
URING THE LAST TWO MONTHS 
OF 1981, Ben B. Thigpen , vice president of 
mentation and field services, announced the pro-

. n of two dedicated Westerners, Gary L. Scott and 
e B. Bovee of Houston, to managerial positions, 
added manager Ken R. Dooley of Dallas. Gary is 
manager of instrumentation technical services, 
is manager of digital design systems, and Ken has 
named to the newly created area manager position 

laboratory and marine systems. 
Gary, a graduate of Cleveland Institute of Electron
in Texas - and a native Texan himself - formerly 

inated Western's technical services group, a posi
he held for nearly five years. Prior to that, Gary 
an instrument supervisor and a field service engi
. He has been constantly involved with instrumen

and field support services since joining Western 
1969 as an electronic technician. 

and his wife Deloris have a 16-year old son, 
, who is an avid bowler like his mother and 

and plays center on the Dulles High School bas
team in Sugar Land. Deloris also maintains a 

tract bookkeeping service. 
Dave B. Bovee, as manager of digital design systems, 

primarily continue his past duties; he has been well 
lished as the group's supervisor. 
ve, a native Californian, began his employment 
Western in 1969 as a digital equipment engineer 

before being promoted to supervisor in 1973. He previ
ously held engineering positions with the Burroughs 
Corporation and the U.S. Army. 

Dave and his wife Carolyn have two daughters: 
Vicki, 16, a student at Katy Senior High School; and 
Cindy, 12, a student at Katy Junior High School. Both 
daughters are active in sports and, like mother and 
father, both enjoy swimming and camping. 

Ken R. Dooley, in his capacity as area manager of the 
laboratory and marine systems, will be responsible for 
equipment and system tests and quality control. He is 
presently active in the development of the LRS-16 Sys
tem (a Litton Resources Systems marine telemetry sys
tem used in data acquisition). 

Ken, a native Texan like Gary, has a bachelor of sci
ence degree in industrial technology (business adminis
tration minor) from East Texas State University in 
Commerce, Texas. He came to Western from Texas 
Instruments in Dallas, where he held supervisory and 
management positions in manufacturing and land field 
support groups. 

Ken 's family is presently in Dallas; however, plans 
are being made to relocate wife Zenith (an elementary 
school teacher) and children (Derek, 16; Dedri, 13; and 
Darin, 9) to Houston in the immediate future. 

The PROFILE is pleased to congratulate Gary Scott 
and Dave Bovee upon their recent promotions as well as 
welcome Western newcomer Ken R. Dooley. ~ 

Dave B. Bovee Ken Dooley 
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W ESTERN GEOPHYSICAL'S NEW CENTER 
in suburban Denver was officially opened on 

January 26 and 27. Employees and their families were 
welcomed to the new facility on the evening of the 26th 
and clients and business associates of Western were en
tertained on the 27th. Both events were well-attended. 

Among those attending the open house were West
ern's Chairman of the Board Booth Strange, his wife 
Laura, and their son Eric; President Howard Dingman 
and his wife Christine; Vice President Jimmy Jordan 
and his wife Becky; and Canadian Vice President J. 
Warner Loven and his wife Joy. In addition to those 
officers of Western , Mr. Jack Vukovitz and Mr. Jerry 
Strum of Litton Real Estate were on hand to celebrate 
the completion of the new building. 

The Denver employees of Western actually occupied 
the new quarters at 7229 South Alton Way, Engle
wood, Colorado in mid-October 1981. This move 
allowed operations and data processing to get reac
quainted. The brief separation was necessary as they 
outgrew the old building in the Denver Technological 
Center. 

The major attraction in the new building is the Den
ver Digital Center which occupies some 65,000 square 
feet of the total 90,000 square feet. This processing cen
ter, which is managed by Mr. Ben Quintana, employs 
approximately 225 Westerners and features two IBM 
3033 computer systems. The computers occupy a spa
cious computer room located on the ground floor, visi
ble from the attractive atrium which runs through the 
center of the building. 

The operations personnel are located on the third and 
top floor overlooking the atrium; they enjoy a western 
exposure for viewing the Rockies. Operations are divid
ed into two groups: the U.S. Rocky Mountains and Cana
da are managed by Vice President Charles Dick while 
Vice President Orval Brannan runs his West Coast and 
Alaska operation from the other end of the third floor. 

The new building also provides an office for Vice 
President Jim Hornsby who manages worldwide data 
processing and programming activities. 

The visitors to the open house echoed the sentiments 
of local employees, being that the new building gives 
Western the most attractive quarters among the geo
physical contractors in the Denver area. In addition to 
being aesthetically impressive, the work areas have 
been designed with the needs of the seismic data proces
sor in mind. This is expected to lead to a new level of 
efficiency and productivity to go with the reputation 
Western Geophysical enjoys for doing quality work. 

-Sandy Ballard ~I 
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The atrium, which runs through the center of the facility, 
enhances the contemporary architecture of the building. 
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Secretary Myna Rasmussen, left, and Operations Seer 
Hanna, right, hand out name tags as employees and vis 

Technical Supervisor Dan Wisecup, right, gives a clit 
the atrium. 
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echnica/ Supervisor Dan Wisecup, right, gives a client a tour of 
lhearrium. 

Ben Quintana, who manages the Denver processing center, 
poses proudly in his new office. 

Genelle Hamaker, computer operator, occupies one of the 
many terminals in the spacious computer room. 
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Orval Brannan (center), vice president of West Coast and Alas
ka marine operations, works his way to the computer room 
with Chairman of the Board Booth Strange (left), and President 
Howard Dingman (right). 

Vice President Charles Dick, left, manages operations for the 
western United States and Canada. 
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Juanita Quintana, left, and Bettye Dick, right, relax for a 
minute during the open house. 
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20YEARSAGO 
March 1962 

STERN'S AVERAGE MAN was born in the 
South; is 32.9 years old, 5 feet 10 inches tall, and 

174 pounds. He was educated in Dixie, is mar-
with 2.2 children, and is an armed forces veteran. 
"average" are you? ... After a nice stay in Green 
, Utah, Party 9 moved first to Salt Lake City (off

t and then to Moab. With that move we lost Party 
· f Bill Brooks and his family to Party R-4. We 

, however, Party Chief V W (Vic) Smith and his 
· y, including wife Gwen and children Barbara Ann 
Vic, Jr. Others with Party 9 in Moab are Chief 
puter Jim Baird, Observer Louie Brents, Drill 
r Roy Ireton, and Helper Ronnie Cooner . . .. The 

day of summer in 1961 saw Party 13 on the road to 
boat Springs, Colorado, under the direction of 
Manager J. W (Spider) Webb. Working diligently 

us are Driller-Mechanic Lowell Hull and Surveyor 
W. Satterwhite and their families . . . . Party 77 initi

its Nigerian marine activities with the arrival of 
Chief V. C. (Vic) Boyd in Port Harcourt. He was 
followed by Shooter Harvey Hearn, among oth-

. . . Party 35 has a new look now that we are in 
to, California, with only three familiar faces 

· ing. Among the new additions are Party Chief B. 
'Red) Brown, from Red Bluff, California; "old timer" 

yor John Crane, from Bakersfield, and Computer 
Vorpagel, the 6-foot 8-inch former star center of 

University of Redlands basketball team. . . . The 
men of Party R-1 in New Orleans, Louisiana, to 

Supervisor Aart de Jong, Seismologist Joe Saltama
and Arthur Porter, joined Supervisor Neal P 
rand Party Chief C. F. (Chuck) Sebastian in the 

· n Gulf .... Party 21, now in Palestine, Texas, has 

been reactivated from a "bob-tail" crew to full opera
tional status, and Shooter Dale Morgan and his family 
have returned to us. We are also assured of at least one 
more addition to the crew, according to Party Chief Jim 
Denniston, as Driller W B. (Boots) Dungan and his wife. 
Susana are expecting a visit from the stork . .. . Party F-
39 was reactivated December 8 and is based in the 
Meander River area of Alberta. Working way up north 
are Observer Jock Coull, Shooter C. M. (Sandy) Larson, 
Surveyor Bill Cherniak, and, of course, Party Manager 
Ken Dobson .... The "Traveling Nineteeners" (Party 
19) began operations in El Paso, Texas, in mid-July 
1961. "Travelers" with the crew include Party Manager 
Loren Harsh, Chief Observer Leonard Hoyt, Assistant 
Observer Les Schmidt, Shooter Richard Zowie, and 
Helper Don Birdsong .. .. The PROFILE received a 
plaque for "Highest Journalistic Standards" in the 1961 
Outside Awards Contest conducted by the Southern 
California Industrial Editors Association. 

lOYEARSAGO 
Spring-Summer 1972 

From the President's Page of Booth B. Strange: The 
year 1971 was a good year for Western! Our operations, 
both land and marine, reached an all-time high. This 
performance is a tribute to the initiative and skill of our 
personnel. .. . Early arrivals in Oran, Algeria, for a mul
ti-party operation were Supervisor C. Q. (Quin) Wil
liams and wife Billie. They were soon followed by Party 
V-54's serious party chief, Steve Winborn; Vibrator 
Operators Rich Murray and Franco Elio Spurio; and 
Party Manager Mick Gillespie. For Party 53 came Par
ty Chief C. N (Andy) Anderson, Party Manager Har
vey Hearn, and Drillers Carmine Mantini and Smiley 
Marlett. On Party V-56 are Computer Palmer Larsen, 
Observer Tony Edwards, and, working with the vibra
tors, Doug Downes, Grenville Scott, and Francisco 
Merlino. Visiting at one time or another have been 
Field Supervisor Dalton Taylor, Party Manager Vic 
Mutten, and Digital Technician Chuck Boyer. Actual 
operations in Algeria began in February 1971 when 
Party 53 fired its first shot in the Sahara Desert. . .. 
Promotion of two men to managerial positions has been 
announced by President Booth B. Strange. W T 
Brooks, formerly a supervisor in South America, is now 
area manager of Ecuador and Peru, a new position, and 
Robert Rector, electrical engineer, is the new manager 
of the Galveston lab .... The founder of Western Geo
physical Company, Henry Salvatori, was made an hon
orary member of the Society of Exploration 
Geophysicists at its meeting last fall in Houston. ~ 
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Western of Canada Open 
W ESTERN GEOPHYSICAL'S Canadian off

ice made its third expansion move in Calgary 
since it arrived there over 30 years ago. 

The new complex, located at 2612-37 Ave. N.E., offi
cially opened October 23. Approximately 300 people 
attended the grand opening. Buffet tables were set up 
with hors d'oeuvres and refreshments. President How-

A The new Western of Canada building. 

' William F. Ross, supervisor of data processing in Calgary; 
Jimmy B. Jordan, vice president. data processing operations, 
Houston (center); and Victoria Schut, geophysicist with Aqui
tane Co. of Canada Ltd. 
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ard Dingman and wife Christine, along with Jimmy B. 
Jordan, vice president of data processing operations, 
and his wife Becky, were on hand to represent Western 
of America from Houston. Attending the opening cere
monies from the Denver office were Vice 0 resident of 
the U.S. Rocky Mountains and Canada Charles Dick 
and Manager of the Denver Digital Center Ben Quinta-

A From left to right, Assistant Operations Manager for 
em of Canada Jock Coull, Vice President for U.S. R 
Mountains and Canada Cha.rles Dick, and Field Superv · 
Amoco Canada Petroleum Co. Ltd Dick Coburn. 

' Jeff Radford, survey supervisor with Western of Ca 
left, and Bob Ryan, operations supervisor with Amoco 
Petroleum Co. Ltd. 
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w Offices 
na. Various members of the Western Canadian staff 

ere also on hand to greet and conduct visitors on a 
tour of the new facility . 

The 91,500-square-foot building houses more than 
125 employees and the company's administrative offic
es, a data processing center, mechanical shop, account
ing department, and operations offices. The office also 

· field foreman with Amoco, and Archie 
McMillan Construction of Peace River, 

wicz. switchboard operator/receptionist (left) 
Twadar, terminal operator in the personnel 

services anywhere from 200 to 300 field personnel. 
In the 30 years Western has participated in the Cana

dian oil industry, Western Geophysical's fleet of vehi
cles has increased from 25 to 350 units. 

The center can handle the most advanced computer 
programs in use today with its sophisticated IBM equip
ment and 32 tape drives. lffiil 

A J. Warner Loven, vice president and manager of operations 
for Western of Canada (left) and Al Worthing, Worthing 
Transport of Edson, Alberta. 

T From left to right. Vice President Tom Sommerville with 
Mark Products Ltd. of Calgary; Field Supervisor Dick 
Coburn, Amoco Canada Petroleum Co.; and Al Barlow, 
retired consultant . 
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down Western' s line 

for 30 years 
GRANT BATES , manager of personnel at Western 

of Canada, celebrated his 30th anniversary with the 
company in December. 

Grant started with Western as a draftsman, first junior 
and then senior, on Party F-61. Less than five months 
after joining the company, he became a computer, serv
ing in this capacity on various crews until 1956. It was 
in 1965, after a variety of crew positions, that he 
became a full-fledged party chief with a transfer to 
Party F-71. 

In 1969, Grant was named supervisor of interpreta
tion, where he achieved his competency in interpretation 
by "rub off' and his own great initiative. The "rub off' 
came from such persons as Jack Desmond, former vice 
president and operations manager of Western of Canada, 
and the late Ray Whitt. 

Born in Cardston, Alberta, Grant won three Alberta 
boxing championships and played on the basketball team 
during high school. His current interests lie in gardening, 

carpentry, and electronics. 
He and his wife Dora have two children, Myrna and 

Sandra. 

Grant Bates, left, manager of personnel in Calgary receives his 
30-year service pin from J Warner Loven, vice president and 
manager of operations. 

for 25 years 
Larry Brick, vibrator supervisor, has passed into the 

halls of the 25-year club. 
Larry, who started with Western of Canada in May 

1950, has moved all over the world with Western. 
He began his career in Manning, Alberta, on Party 56 

under then Party Manager Lonnie Brantly. A few of the 
men he remembers from Party 56 are Observer Fred Fer
guson, Drillers John Cherry and Jerry Bowman, and Sur
veyor Dick Bearcto. 

Since his beginnings with the company, Larry's drilling 
career has taken him to many places of interest through
out the world. 

The most memorable time he can remember is the 
1500-kilometer move he made through Tanzania, East 
Africa. - Jack Desmond §iii 
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Vibrator Supervisor Larry Brick, left, receives his 25-year pin 
from Vice President and Manager of Operations J Warner 
Loven. 
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party pickings 
PARTY 321- VICTORIA TEXAS 
Becky Skaaning, Reporter 

Party 321 started the year in East Texas in Tyler. 
From there we moved back closer to home for several 
months in Georgewest, Texas. However, it seemed that 

ejust couldn't stay away from East Texas, as we head
ed back to the Piney Woods of Huntsville. (We just love 
tlnse East Texas swamps and rattlesnakes. They really 
eep the guys hopping.) From there we moved closer to 

home in South Texas where we spent several months in 
Pleasanton. The rain and floods kept us home most of 
the time we were there. Finally, we closed the year 198 l 
- where else but back where we started - Tyler, 
Texas. 

Party 321 has had a few changes in personnel. Party 
anager Lyle Johanson, and Helper Louise Johanson 

left us in August and moved to Midland, Texas. We will 
· Lyle and Louise very much, and all of us wish 

them a lot of luck. Assistant Party Manager Jack 
Skaaning was promoted to party manager in August, 
and also celebrated 16 years with Western in October, 
giving Jack two celebrations in 1981. 

ingo Tobar, cable technician, tries training Shawn 
Skaaning, six year-old son of Party Manager Jack Skaaning 
• d Becky Skaaning, clerk, in the fine art of cable repair. 

Our new clerk is Becky Skaaning, Party Manager Jack 
Skaaning's wife. Domingo Tobar, who was a shooter 
l/C, is now our new cable technician. Domingo has 
been kept very busy in Pleasanton. He has even tried 
training Shawn Skaaning, six-year-old son of Jack and 
Becky Skaaning, as a future cable repairman. 

Observer Ismael DeLeon is our acting assistant party 
manager. He finds it quite different from sitting in a 
recording truck. Ismael still works in the recording 
truck along with his brother, Junior Observer Joe 
DeLeon. 

That's about it for Party 321 , so until next time be 
safe and have a happy new year from all of us at Party 
321 in Victoria, Texas. 

PARTY 190 -
FROM WASHINGTON TO ALASKA 
Ken Reich and Steve Carter, Reporters 
Doug Kindberg and Scott Blair, Photographers 

It was early in April of 1980 when Party 190 on the 
Arctic Star left Seattle, Washington, to begin its second 
season of gathering marine seismic data. Under the com
mand of Captain Cecil King, the A retie Star negotiated 
Alaska's beautiful inside passage, blessed with good 
weather and never-ending scenery. Assisting Captain 
King was Mate Bill Gee, along with Seamen George 
Wimberly and Ken Reich. Chief Engineer Randall Moran 
and Marine Engineer Alan Wharton kept busy organiz
ing the engine room for the season to come. 

Cook Inlet was the survey area for the 1980 season 
with regular port calls made to Anchorage, Alaska. 
Organizing port calls was the responsibility of Party Man
ager James Benton, until his promotion to field supervi
sor. Steve Carter took over as party manager and kept the 
vital parts and supplies coming throughout the season. 
Cook Tom Kincaid came aboard in Anchorage. Tom, who 
previously worked land crews on the North Slope, 
amazed everyone with his fantastic baked goods and fine 
meals. 

Cook Inlet offered some serious challenges to Coordi
nator Tom Ainsworth and his seismic crew. Oil rigs and 
shallow water were only minor problems compared with 
the strong currents that flow through the inlet. Portions 
of the surveys were done in the shallow "mud flats" ofthe 
Upper Cook Inlet. The swift tides would sometimes leave 
the Star stranded high and dry until the next tide when 
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Ice floes look almost like land in the shrouded mist of the Arctic. This is spring time for the crew of the Arctic Star. 

shooting would resume once we were afloat. With a diur
nal range of 33 feet , the tides flow at a speed approaching 
six knots, which created difficult working conditions. 

There was plenty of hard work to keep our seismic 
crews busy. Assistant Observers Scott Blair and Matt 
Rosenthal, Observers Mike McGuirk and Clayton Mar
tin, and Digital Technician Dale Soper kept the recording 
room running smoothly. Observer Ron Hanson and 
Coordinator George Bowman helped out during the first 
few months of the season, and then headed north to boats 
working out of Prudhoe Bay. 

Western air guns were kept in fine shape under the 
attentive supervision of Gun Mechanic Mac McPeek. 
The gun crew was filled out by Gun Mechanic Charlie 

Phil Marvis, left, removes a lead weight as Jim Tauzin holds 
the cable steady. 
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Gilmore, Helper Barney Herndon, and Geophysicist Sam 
Murphy. Compressor Mechanic Brett Cahill kept the 
guns supplied with plenty of air. 

Captain Tony O'Callahan, Seaman Alan Cale, and 
Engineer Bill Blackwood joined the boat crew for the lat
ter half of the season. As the crew worked its way south, 
there were port calls in Homer and finally in Yakutat, 
ending a successful season. 

Doug Kindberg, left, is assisted by Mark Jenkins in checking 
airgun transducers. 
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The Arctic Star spent the winter months in Seattle, 
ashington, preparing for and undergoing extensive 

modifications for an extended stay in Prudhoe Bay. Also 
imtalled on the Arctic Star was an innovative system of 
cable control used in shallow water. This system, nick
named the "Yo Yo," allows shallow water work to be done 
with a minimum of wear on the vessel. 

After Ron Bickham was satisfied the alterations to the 
· and the "Yo Yo" system had been checked out, we 

from Seattle in early May. Dutch Harbor, Alaska, 
the first port of call. The first survey of the 1981 sea
was a refraction survey conducted in deep water. 

uvering the ship for accurate sonobuoy placement 
done by Captain Tony O'CaUahan with help from 

Seamen Alan Cale, Ken Reich, and Rick .Herman. Chris 
a.mtensen handled the engineering department, with 
John O'Dell taking charge as Chris moved over to the 
W~tem Anchorage. 

Masked to ward off the cold weather, Mark Steen operates the 
airgun hydraulics. 

Nome was the next port of call while completing our 
refraction survey. Keeping the buoys tuned in were 
Observers Scott Blair and Matt Rosenthal, along with 
Junior Observer Phil Marvis and Helpers Pat Elmore and 
Steve Dornberg. The weather encountered thus far had 
been unusually fair , which was good news to our gun 
crew headed by Doug Kindberg. Ken Pack, Barney 
Herndon, Mark Steen, Mark Jenkins, and John Bergh 
rounded out the crew, which kept the guns popping with 
a steady supply of air provided by Compressor Mechanic 
Pete Thayer. 

Our Cook Spoon Huette kept everyone happy with his 
fine cooking as we rounded Point Barrow, the northern
most point of land in the United States. It was early Aug
ust and the crew had a full season ahead working in the 
ice out of Prudhoe Bay. Under Coordinator Ron Han
son's supervision, the Arctic Star successfully negotiated 
the heavy ice and thick fog so common to the Arctic 
regions. 

Joining the boat in the Beaufort Sea were Observer Jim 
Tauzin and Helpers John Stiller and Gary Keys. Captain 
Morris Arguelles, Mate Gary Lage, and Engineer Mario 
Lister came on board as relief for the boat crew. 

The Arctic Star was able to keep shooting at its greatest 
capacity with the help of ice location reports provided by 
a chartered airplane. With much help and cooperation 
from those individuals on shore and the other Western 
vessels working the area, the Star finished the season with 
record production. All individuals involved deserve con
gratulations for jobs well done. The Arctic Star now lies 
frozen in the ice awaiting the spring thaws and the return 
of her crew for another successful season in the Beaufort 
Sea. 

PARTY 301 - FROM SWAMPS TO 
MARSHES 

Sam Sloan, Reporter 

Hello from Party 30 l , a new Western Geophysical 
OPSEISTM crew. 

Party 30 I hails from Rosenberg, Texas, a convenient 
30 miles from Westem's main office in Houston. Our par
ty got its start in March, 1981. Equipment came to us via 
Party 93, an experimental crew based in Alaska. The first 
equipment to arrive were 30 remote telemetry units, 
along with the central recording station, tape transport, 
and the old favorite stratographic camera. This was 
quickly followed by boxes and boxes, and tons and tons 
of assorted hardware to really add to the confusion. With 
the help of Supervisor Jay Silverman, Field Service Tech
nician Leonard Hayes, and our hard-working Observer 
James Vlasin, things started shaping up rapidly. Starting 
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A Party 30 l buggy driver navigates a slough in the Orange, Texas area. 

a new crew takes time and considerable planning. Mak
ing the best of both, we were able to fire our first shot on 
May 8, 1981 , in Huntsville, Texas. 

As was expected, the first day in the field (actually it 
was heavy woods) was hectic to say the least. After a few 
days of practice, things started running smoothly much to 
the client's delight - as well as our own. The Piney 
Woods Forest was Party 301 's home until the end of July 
when we moved shop to Orange, Texas. 

Orange is located three miles west of the Sabine River, 
which serves as a common boundary to Texas and Louisi
ana. We found the terrain to be very swampy, heavily 
wooded and hard on the equipment - as our mechanics 
and swamp buggy drivers will attest. We worked our way 
through the swamp until the first of October, when we 
began surveying, drilling, and shooting 40 miles of marsh 
program between Port Arthur and High Island, Texas. 
The area provided such obstacles as alligators, snakes, 
flocks of ducks, and muskrats, which are always ready to 
chew the cables or geophones to pieces. 

Upon completing the 40 miles of marsh work in Octo
ber, we loaded up our soggy equipment and returned to 
our office in Rosenberg. Some of the crew were disap
pointed though, since we left the marsh just one week 
short of duck season. 

While in Rosenberg, our "juggies" Kenny Blair, Leton 
Delong, Eric Johnson, Robert Staaf, Randell Heflin, Wil
liam Rigsby, and Elijah Curtis, along with "shooters" 
Patrick Hernandez and Luis San Miquel, spent the first 
week of November repairing and drying the cables and 
phones that had been soaked in the marsh. Overseeing 
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Geophysical Trainee David FrY. goes over one of many reports 
to be filed for the day. 

this operation were Cable Pusher Mark Schultz and 
Cable Mechanic Thomas Grasso. Mark and Thomas 
both come to Party 301 from the University of Missouri 
at Rolla. Assistant Observer David Davidson 1 spent his 
time off traveling to Manila, Arkansas, to wed his high 
school sweetheart. He is certainly smiling more since his 
return to the crew. 

While the recording crew revamped their equipment, 
our survey crew, headed by Surveyors John Arnold, 
Mark Skinner, and Randy Fisher and Helpers Rick Stall-
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in~ and Winford Heflin, used this time to devel 
able survey lead in front of Drillers Donnie 1 
Rodney Henry, and Helpers Danny Wise and 
Hibler. The terrain being what it is, these guys 
fair share of wenching the driJJs from shot poir 
point. Thanks go to Party 21 in Victoria, Tex< 
transferred Surveyor John Arnold to us in earb 
her. He has proven to be very well suited for kec 
lines on course through adverse conditions. 

Ace Permit Agents Daniel Scott, Richard M 
Bartholomew, and Marc McFadgen keep the er 
working on good permits. All of these gentlem 
excellent job of securing permission from landO' 
our work, as well as seeing to it that the crew up 
landowners' wishes - thus earning Western' 
crews a respectable image. 

Party Manager Samuel Sloan, whose home fo 
four years had been Party 33, finds that managi 
OPSEIS crew is a full-time job requiring many k 
and plenty of hard work. Geophysical Trainee I 
who comes to us from Stephen F. Austin Uni 
Nacogdoches, Texas, is always on the go, and rn 
the party manager is caught up on the latest info 

Last, but definitely the most popular employ 
crew (especially on pay days), is Field Clerk 
Vlasin. Alondra, who joined the crew in Septer 
made several emergency parts runs to and frorr 
as well as taking care of office duties, which coi 
full work week every week. 

Party 301 will continue to work the Ora 
through the first few months of 1982. 

We hope that spring will bring good luck to 
30 l closes with a thank you to the PROFILE st; 
of the crews who contribute to its pages with n 
around the world. 

Helper Ed McCallister sets up a radio telemetry uni. 
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and Winford Heflin, used this time to develop a size
survey lead in front of Drillers Donnie Bulmann, 
y Henry, and Helpers Danny Wise and Charles 
. The terrain being what it is, these guys had their 

share of wenching the drills from shot point to shot 
· t. Thanks go to Party 21 in Victoria, Texas, which 

erred Surveyor John Arnold to us in early Septem
. He has proven to be very well suited for keeping our 

on course through adverse conditions. 
Are Permit Agents Daniel Scott, Richard Moers, Bil1 

lomew, and Marc McFadgen keep the entire crew 
·ng on good permits. All of these gentlemen do an 

llent job of securing permission from landowners for 
work, as well as seeing to it that the crew upholds the 

wners' wishes - thus earning We~tem's seismic 
ws a respectable image. 
Party Manager Samuel Sloan, whose home for the past 

years had been Party 33, finds that managing a new 
OPSEIS crew is a full-time job requiring many long hours 
and plenty of hard work. Geophysical Trainee David Fry, 
who comes to us from Stephen F. Austin University in 

acogdoches, Texas, is always on the go, and makes sure 
the party manager is caught up on the latest information. 

Last, but definitely the most popular employee on the 
crew (especially on pay days), is Field Clerk Alondra 
Vlasin. Alondra, who joined the crew in September, has 
made several emergency parts runs to and from the field 

well as taking care of office duties, which constitute a 
full work week every week. 

Party 301 will continue to work the Orange area 
through the first few months of 1982. 

We hope that spring will bring good luck to all. Party 
301 closes with a thank you to the PROFILE staff and all 
d the crews who contribute to its pages with news from 
around the world. 

Helper Ed McCallister sets up a radio telemetry unit. 

PARTY 727 - LOA, UTAH 
John Buntin Jr., Reporter 

1981 was a very fast-paced year for the members of 
Crew 727. In Glasgow, Montana, we were proud to 
break our old record of production in March, and then do 
it again in April. May rains slowed us down a bit, but not 
enough to keep us from traveling to Fillmore, Utah, in 
June. 

Once in Fillmore, the never-ending race of the vibra
tors trying to catch up to survey almost came to a tie. Hot 
sands and beds of lava hindered both groups, but our sur
vey crew managed once again to finish the program first. 
Present surveyors include Head Surveyor Kurt Schneid
er, Rodman Dennis Jenkins, and Helper Bruce Watts. 
Each vows that this year he will not see the jug crew in 
his rear-view mirror. 

Our "juggies'', however, seem to hold an opposing 
view. Even with the considerable hardships of hot sands 
and sun, sharp lava beds, and being in Utah, they accom
plished much in increasing production, and were reward
ed with several crew parties in the beautiful mountain 
canyons. A move to Loa, Utah, in September presented 
them with a complex four-flyer-three-jumper pattern. 
Truck Drivers Rick Larsen, Tim Boston, and Tom Taylor 
were hard put to keep groups traveling down line. But 
with the aid of Helpers Mike Reeser, Randy Fischer, Jeff 
Watts, Brian Bulger, Hans Meissnest, Todd Bakken, Bi11 
Parsons, Bob Eaton, and Dwayne Pieske, they managed 
to do just that. 

Party 727 crew members enjoy a game of volleyball during 
a rare day off in Glasgow, Montana. Fighting over control 
of the ball are Helper Bruce Watts, left, and Truck Driver 
Tim Boston. 
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From inside the recorder, Observer Bob Witt, and Jun
ior Observer John Buntin Jr. did their part in coordinat
ing all this activity. Only in the heat of July did things 
slow a bit, when the air conditioners in the recorder began 
losing their cooling powers. With the grateful help of 
Field Technician Steve Pepper, we were soon back to 
our usual level of production. Our Cable Pusher Roddy 
Anderson helped out with his trips to town for import
ant supplies whenever he heard the recorder report that 
things were beginning to "heat up a bit." 

Last, but by no means least, of our field crew are the 
vibrator operators, and chief among them is Vibrator 
Mechanic Don Swalla. If Crew 727 were a baseball team, 
then certainly Don would be elected to the all-star game. 
Not only is Don responsible for the continued operation 
of our four vibrators (six in Utah), but on and off the field 
"Mr. Bigwrench" helps to keep all crew vehicles running. 
Each crew move we have made has been a success mainly 

due to the skillfull efforts of Don Swalla. Our Vibrator 
Operators Mike Sherwood, Mike Peters, Curt Peterson, 
and Richard Trathen, have also done an excellent job. 
Whether in the 100 degree temperatures of Utah or the 
- 30 degree temperatures of North Dakota, they have 
done their best to keep on-line and in phase. 

Crew 727 would like to congratulate Shane Stolten
burg, who went from juggie to vibrator operator, and 
then to company clerk. Our Permit Agent Dave Baule is 
rarely seen these days, but we know he's out there con
vincing landowners to go Western (though we don't 
always understand how he does it). Our Party Manager 
Lynn Wentz, happy over our success in 1981 , (though he 
won't show it) hopes we do as well here in Harvey, North 
Dakota in 1982. Special thanks goes to Area Supervisor 
Paul Benson for his patience in dealing with a crew fast
paced both on and off the field. 

Party 727 vibrators make their way across the beautiful landscape of Fish Lake National Forest outside Loa, Utah. 
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Truck Driver Rick Larsen heads back to the front~ 
Loa, Utah. 

Observer Bob Witt walks through an improvised pa1 
the first line in Harvey, North Dakota. 
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PARTY 195 - SHOOTING IN THE ARCTIC 
Thomas A. Trainor, Reporter 
Wade Schill and Scott Blair, Photographers 

The arrival of the 1981 summer solstice brought 
renewed life to the decks of the M/V Western Beau/ ort. 
Once again, Party 195's sturdy seismic vessel withstood 
the cruel forces of the Arctic winter. Moderate tempera
tures lent promise that a new season was rapidly unfold
ing. Soon, since the ice had receded from her hull, the 
sounds of anxious footsteps returned throughout her pas
sages with the expectation of a full summer of offshore 
surveys. 

Marine Engineer Mario Lister of our Marine Trans
port Division became the first crew member to board this 
year. Mario soon had the ship's engineering systems in 
excellent working condition. Newcomers to Western's 
Alaskan Marine Division included Helpers Tim Newton, 
Grant Gallaway, Steve Gardner, Sean Wright, Verne 
Hebert, and Ralph Breeden. By sailing time they had 
become well-versed in the Beaufort's operation. 

After the initial "rig-up" of the seismic hardware, these 
men made attentive recording room personnel and adept 
gun/compressor mechanics and constituted the backbone 
of the Beaufort's seismic crew. 

Wade Schill, Party 80's accomplished senior observer, 
confidently assumed the task of coordinator this year. 
Wade, along with Party 77's Assistant Coordinator Rob
ert (Hank) Dawson, managed to keep all phases of the 

Helper Sean Wright enjoys a break. 

21 



#t 

Digital Technician Dan Jacobson seems happy to be operating the cable reel while Helper Grant Gallaway wraps the cable. 

Helper Grant Gallaway, lower left, wraps the cable while Sea
man Ray King handles the boat and Electronics Technician 
Don Sutcliffe, dressed in his semi tropical Arctic gear, surveys 
the operation. 
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Beaufort's Arctic assignment operating without a hitch. 
Digital Technician Dan Jacobson from Party 80 per
formed admirably this season as our onboard instrument 
technician. 

Westem's Field Electronics Technician Don Sutcliffe 
returned to the Beauf art this year to assure top-notch per
formance of the energy source systems aboard. Helper 
Andre Ossweijer, formerly with Party 80, joined us to 
contribute his knowledge of airgun operation and mainte
nance, and helped round out Don Sutcliff e's gunner crew. 

Returning to the Beaufort's galley this season was 
Cook Louis Hogg. Louis' repertoire of culinary delights 
made everyone feel as if he were right at home. 

The steadfast hands of Captain Harland (Buzzy) 
Dodge III and Seaman Shannon Ray King, both from 
our Marine Transport Division (MTD), threaded the 
Western Beaufort through the shifting ice floes and 
numerous hidden shoals with uncanny ability. MTD's 
Marine Engineer Barton Buxton and Seaman Richard 
Herman filled out the Beaufort's engineering personnel. 
Even through the summer months, the Arctic seas 
offered no cooperation to those traversing them. Our 
helmsmen matched their skills day and night against the 
dynamic forces at work offshore of Alaska's north slope. 

Blustery northwesterlies returned to the Beaufort Sea 
with the autumnal equinox. And so, with the plummet
ing temperatures, the perpetual cycle of seasons contin
ued. The inevitable advance of the polar ice cap forced 
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MILAN DIGITAL CENTER 
Claudio Sessa, Reporter 
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At the end of each season the Arctic Slope vessels must be 
derigged. From left to right, Port Engineer Ron Bickham 
Wves Instrument Supervisors Brent Brown and Dan Posey a 
lrind unloading equipment. 

our ship to shore and our work to an end. The onslaught 
of winter brought another fine season of offshore 
research to a close. Nevertheless, the shotpoints had been 
made, the data recorded, and the production entered on 
the logs. Party Manager Steve Carter, Helper Thomas 
Tninor (who acted as assistant party manager this 
season), and all involved with the Western Beaufort's 
season of 1981 should be commended for another 
stellar performance. 

ILAN DIGITAL CENTER 

This is Milan's first entry in the PROFILE for many 
years. Our Digital Center is now working at full 

ngth, and we have just installed an IBM 4341 
computer. 

To bring our staff up-to-date on the latest processing 
hniques, we sent Senior Analysts Sergio Giorgi and 

Gian Piero Ronchitelli to Houston for some hands-on 
perience. Junior Analyst Maurizio Malara spent a 

month in London working with a processing group to 
obtain more background information. 

Steve Pickering and his wife Christine, from the· Lon
cDI Center, and Analyst Bill Rimmer from Dallas, 

ntly joined our staff to help with the increased 
load. 

Resident Technician David Straughan and his wife 
announced the arrival of a son, Robert, who was 

lmt May 2. 

Robert Straughan, son of Resident Technician David 
Straughan and his wife Susan, seems to find life pretty 
def ightful. 

The regrouped Western Ricerche football team 
played their first game against a local team, losing the 
game 7 to 2. The weather in which they played was very 
foggy and cold, which prevented the Western players 
from demonstrating their great speed and professional 
skill. The opposing team was indeed lucky that ace 
Western player Gennaro Montuori ran out of breath 
and had to leave the field after only ten minutes of play! 
The game was refereed by Junior Analyst Franco 
Scavelli. Anyway, the game was a good excuse for fans 
and players alike to gather afterwards at the Trattoria 
"La Frusta" to eat and drink. (Fortunately, all were 
very good at this pastime!) 

New employees for the center include Playback 
Manager Andrea Gasparini, Junior Analysts Dr. Gian 
Luici Ferrari and Dr. Annalia Barozzi; Set-up Clerks 
Marina Barnaba and Giorgio Guarnotta, and Drafts
man Flavia Casati. 

Christmas always brings a rush to get things finished 
in time for everyone to go home for the celebrations. 
Office Manager Vittorio Pasini was very busy complet
ing the month's billing before leaving with his son, 
Computer Operator Fabio Pasini for a few days at 
home in Forli. Senior Analyst Gus Brenda went to Pes
cara, while Digital Center Manager Guy Lloyd headed 
to the icy north of England after a visit to the London 
office. Senior Analyst Sergio Giorgi left to visit rela
tives in The Marches. Computer and processing work 
continued under the capable supervision of Data Pro
cessing Supervisor Vicenzo Perrone. 

Finally, this reporter, Head Tape Librarian Claudio 
Sessa and wife Mimmi made the longest trip of all with 
a trek to the sunny climes of India. ~ 
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FLLOW WESTERNERS, here's the rub from Party 
702, which recently returned from the friendly forests of 
Michigan to the familiar flats of Kansas. Native "Michi
gander" Chris Neff enjoyed being close to his old stomp
ing grounds as he observed the "stomping" of a few 
hundred miles of production for old times' sake with the 
assistance of Junior Observer Dick Snider. 

Cable pusher De Wayne "Duke" Anderson, his wife 
DeAnn, Permit Agent Willard Rachal, and his wife Shir
ley all enjoyed the scenic beauty of Mackinaw Island, 
Michigan, on one of their breaks. Truck Drivers Kenny 
Johnson and Tim Paul and Helpers Mike, Pam, and John · 
Staley, Ramiro Diaz, Manuel Baeza, and Jim Huff enjoy
ed some of the homecooking and old-f.ashioned crafts of 
the Amish community in the field near Harrison, Michi
gan. Newly recruited Michiganders Paul Layman, Kenny 
(Michigan) Roberts, and Bob Hecker were welcomed 
aboard the 702 caravan. 

Cable Technician Nancy Watts exhibited her prowess 
at playing horseshoes on the shores of beautiful Budd 
Lake at Harrison, Michigan. As in horseshoes, Nancy 
was lucky to find a great deal on a Mazda RX-7 sports 

Helper Paul Layman directs traffic to ensure safe working 
conditions on a road line near Harrison, Michigan. 
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Party Manager H D. "Slick" Watts awarded Vibrator Opera
tor George Korobka, right, with his 5-year service pin. 

car. As for our celebrated vibrator operators, George 
Korobka was awarded his five-year service pin and Juan 
Garcia received a special package for the holidays as his 
wife Julia gave birth to a boy, named Salvador de Jesus, 
on December 18. Roger (Red) Chadwick and Kenny Bur
rous enjoyed "hunting season" and found a couple of 
friendly "does." 

Our rugged survey crew consisting of Ralph Unver
saw, Manley (Hemmy) Mainus, and Ramiro Diaz trav
eled through forests and forded streams blazing the trail 
for the rest of the crew. Geophysical Trainee Pat Thomas 
visited friends in Detroit on one of the breaks, and enjoy
ed sightseeing at such places as the Renaissance Center, 
Joe Louis Arena, Greek Town, and Windsor, Canada, 
across the Detroit River. Party Manager H. D. (Slick) 
Watts added three new pins to his map of travels at Cadil
lac, Harrison, and Bay City, Michigan. After 29 years of 
service, his map looks more like a porcupine. Best wishes 
to all. - Patrick A. Thomas 
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DEPARTMENT 406 SAILED THE 
autumn and winter seasons enjoying n 
activities. On October 31 , the group tricke1 
and neighbors into housing a Halloweer 
party. Geophysical Technicians Dave ' 
Dave Hoffman hosted the affair. 

On into the season, Thanksgiving was ( 
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DEPARTMENT 406 SAILED THROUGH the 
autumn and winter seasons enjoying many exciting 
activities. On October 31, the group tricked their friends 
and neighbors into housing a Halloween "treat" of a 
party. Geophysical Technicians Dave Whitcher and 
Dave Hoffman hosted the affair. 

On into the season, Thanksgiving was enjoyed by all, 
but especially by Geophysical Technician Donald 

right who returned to Easton, Connecticut, to visit 
ily and friends . 

As usual, Western Geophysical held the annual 
'stmas dinner and dance - and it was a fabulous 

air! 
During the Christmas holidays, many Department 

employees returned to their home towns. Geophy
Technician Dave Hoffman and Junior Geophysi

Technician Scott Warren went to Breckville, Ohio, 
· Junior Geophysical Technician Tom Nelson 
med to Dallas. Three department members headed 
Louisiana, with Geophysical Technician Greg Breed 

· g to Lake Charles, Geophysical Technician Dave 
heading to Natchitoches, and Senior Geophysical 

bnician Gene Martin leaving for Shreveport. 

ment 406 personnel display their Halloween costumes 
· g their annual "trick or treat" party . 

Geophysical Technician Laura Giese, center. proudly shows off 
her parents Tom and Shirlee Giese during the Western 
Geophysical Christmas party. 

Geophysical Technician David Bird and hisjiancee Terry Cane 
celebrate the Christmas season and their new/ y set wedding 
date of April 17. 
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Geophysical Technician Joe Babineaux andflancee Barbara 
Gray show their happiness and anticipation after setting their 
wedding date. 

Geophysical Technician Robin Boden was fortunate 
enough to have her parents join her for the holidays 
here in Houston. Her parents left the cold climes of 
Indianapolis, Indiana, to join her. 

Those of us who stayed in the Houston area reported 
having a fantastic holiday. In the midst of all the season
al events, Geophysical Technician Joseph Warren Babi
neaux and fiancee Barbara Kay Gray agreed on a 
January 30 wedding date. Geophysical Technician 
David Allen Bird and his fiancee Terry Anne Cane also 
started planning for their wedding set for April 17. 

We in Department 406 challenge everyone to make 
1982 their most productive and prosperous year ever. 

D Western Supervisors Lin-
da Pettit and Jim Hoppe of Houston, Texas, were mar
ried in a double-ring ceremony on November 14 at 
Unity Church of Christianity in Houston. A reception 
with spirits, barbeque, and live music was held in the 
Knights of Columbus Hall in Sugar Land following the 
wedding. Music for the reception was provided by 
Western employees Joe Salazar and Bobby Balderrama. 

The bride, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. L. C. Holt of 
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Houston, wore a white southern belle full-length gown 
and a veil attached to a tiara of flowers. She carried a 
pink and white bouquet of orchids and baby's breath. 
Benita Jackson, also of Western, acted as matron of 
honor while Jim's daughter, Tara, served as bridesmaid. 
Other attendants included Lupe Zuniga, a special 
friend, and Western employees Mary Ballew, Paula 
Kasparek, and Rose Palermo. 

Best man and groomsman for Jim, son of Claude 
Hoppe of Cedar Rapids, Iowa, were Western employees 
Gary Scott and Ike Miller. · 

Following a honeymoon trip to Cozumel, Mexico, 
where the couple enjoyed scuba diving, snorkeling, and 
no telephones, they took up residence in Sugar Land. 

Linda, field support supervisor, has been a Western 
employee for 12 years, and presently reports to Gary 
Scott, manager of instrumentation and technical ser· 
vices. Jim, area instrument supervisor, has been a West
ern employee for seven years and reports . to Ben 
Langston, vice president of East and Southwest U.S. 
Operations. 
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HAPPY 1982! PARTY 334, in Brewton, Alabama, had a 
great Christmas, and we're hoping to have the same kind 
of new year. In December, Permit Agent Ken Sartin, 
Chief Surveyor Clyde Pendergrass, Assistant Party Man
ager Brian Johanson, and Flagman Larry Sartin each had 
a birthday. Clyde and Maggie celebrated their first wed
ding anniversary, and Morgan Nicole McMinn celebrat
ed her second birthday on Christmas Day. 

Enjoying the Party 334 Christmas pa.rty are various crew 
members. 

Party 334 crew members toast the New Year. 

We held our annual crew Christmas party on Decem
ber 14. Spirits were jolly and the crew turned out full 
strength. The food was good, the company was better, 
and everyone went home happy. 

Some of the crew had a long way to get home for 
Christmas, while local members were already there. Crew 
members spent the holidays in Texas, Mississippi, Ohio, 
and Louisiana, and no telling where else. Party 334 really 
enjoys reading the PROFILE, and we'd like to thank the 
staff for their efforts. We hope the new year will be the 
kind of year you want to have, and that it will bring you 
many blessings. 

Quality Control Supervisor Robert K. Anderson, second 
from the right, happily receives his 20-year pin from Vice 
President Jimmy B. Jordan. Manager of the Houston Digital 
Center II, J. Royce Sharp, left and Manager of Marine Pro
cessing, Soule Mellette, right, look on. Bob joined Western in 
1961 beginning with field work and more recently in data 
processing. Bob 's anniversary was celebrated with a luncheon 
at the Rotisserie for Beef and Bird Restaurant. 
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'' one of the cold
est winters in memory - 20 degrees with snow, fog, and 
ice and all before Christmas - it's very difficult to imag
ine that on a beautifully warm day at the end of August, 
Western London held an Open Day for all Westerners 
and their families. 

The venue was our sports ground and social club, 
which is an ideal setting for such an occasion. The pro
ceedings commenced about noon, and continued through 
to the evening with a buff et lunch, a barbeque in the late 
afternoon, various sports events through the afternoon, 
and a disco in the evening. 

Some of the sports events inc1uded a return softball 
match, "Americans" versus "Rest of the World" where 
the Americans won quite convincingly. There was a five
a-side football tournament that went on most of the after
noon, the victors being 'Library 2'; a table tennis contest, 
the winners being Dave Ruff and Ian Tychowski (both 
from the tape library); a putting competition; various chil
dren's races; a fancy dress contest for the children; and so 
it went. 

The pleasure on the children's faces when two clowns 
dropped in to hand out balloons was sheer delight. Our 
two lovely clowns turned out to be Jan Mitchell (Marine 
Administration Assistant) and Helen Ashton (from 
Roshan Ali's data base group). 

The day finally drew to a very happy close about 10 
p.m. and the whole day was given an overall vote of being 
very enjoyable. 

Thanks must be expressed to Dave Hill, Christine 
Saunders, Jon Glover, Aubrey Ehterington, Nick Peter
son, and Steve Blick - to name but a few - for all of 
their hard work in making the day so very successful. 

At Christmastime we held our usual round of Christ
mas parties. As in the past, Chris Saunders gave the chil
dren two very happy events to remember on Saturday 
December 12 - a tea party in the afternoon for the very 
young children with a visit from Father Christmas (alias 
Kel Brown, Jr.) and a disco in the evening for the older 
children. Thanks to Christine for providing so much for 
the children once again and also thanks to Evelyn Sperry, 
Sylvia Osborne, Kel Brown, Jr. and of course the children 
for making it all worthwhile. 

Western's annual Christmas party was once again held 
at the Excelsior Hotel on December 18 and was very well 
attended despite severe temperatures and the threat of 
snow. As usual it was a super evening with everybody 
enjoying themselves, and thanks go to Dave Hill for 
organizing the event. 

On to other things: there have been a few service 
awards over the last few months. Kanti Raithatha (Spec 
Supervisor) received his 15-year pin from Vice Presi-
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dent Damir Skerl in October at a dinner party. Also 
present were Zdenka Skerl and Bruni Raithatha (Kan
ti's wife), together with Ondina and Bob Jones. 

Pierre Cramoisan was presented with his 10-year pin at 
another dinner party in October. Present on this occasion 
were Pierre and his wife Adilia, Rich and F rancille 
Holmer, and Damir and Zdenka Skerl. 

Shortly after this, Rich Holmer received his 10-year 
pin, again from Damir Skerl at a dinner party held at 
Damir's house. This unfortunately took place just a cou
ple of weeks prior to Rich's leaving Western to return to 
the States to change direction of career. He has been 
missed by many but all best wishes go to him, his wife 
Francille and their children in their new home in Plano, 
Texas. 

Last, but definitely not least, we have to report a cou
ple of very happy fathers. Firstly, John and Helen Geor
giou received the gift of a long-awaited baby daughter on 
November 16. Maria Ekaterina weighing in at 7 pounds 2 
ounces has two ready-made playmates in the form of 
brothers, Christopher and George. 

Then just before Christmas, Dave and Tina Caliga 
really celebrated their first Christmas in London with a 
bang when their first child was born on December 19. 
Baby girl Sasha weighed in at 6 pounds 13 ounces and 
both mother and child were home in time for Christmas. 
- Kate Pile 

Taking in some sun are,from the left. Karen Ayres, Viv &rrett 
and son David, Mike Ayres and son Steven, John Law and 
daughter Katie, Robert and Fleur Moree and son Cedric, and 
Jill Law. 
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Playing a fast moving five-a-side football knockout game are 
Helmut Jakubowicz, Pamy Virdi, Dave Lewis, an unidentified 
player, Mike Turf!, Nick Browne and Riad Ridhammed. The 
JI/ayers were on the London Technical Support Group and 
Group 4 teams . 

ked in ping-pong pugilism are Vice President Damir Skerl, 
and Area Manager Joe Saftamachia. Watching the heavy 
ch are Carlos Avila, wife Wendy, and two children Christo
and Steven. 

I/If • 

Malcolm, Nicola, and Clare King take pa.rt in Open Day for 
Westerners and their families. The Kings expect their second 
child later this year. 

Nigel, Eleanor and Glynis Mason have a bit of excitement to 
look forward to this spring- the arrival of a new baby. 



Bruni Raithatha, daughter Brigitte, Eileen and Brian Mathews 
and son Darren, a slightly hidden Peter and Marcus Raithatha 
and dad Kanti, all enjoy their lunch during Open Day. 

Two of Western London s favorite clowns are Jan Mitchell, 
left, and Helen Ashton. The two mirth makers took part in the 
Open Day festivities. 
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Rich Holmer, right, receives his JO-year pin from Vice Presi
dent Damir Skerl. 
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Larry Gauger and Keith Pagram receive partin~ 
their colleagues in London. 

lndu Ga yen receives presents from Vice President . 
and all of her friends. 

PRING 1982 



right, receives his JO-year pin from Vice Presi
erl. 

WESTERN PROFILE 

Gayen receives presents from Vice President Damir Skerl 
all of her friends. 

Vice President Damir Skerl presents Kanti Raithatha with his 
15-year pin. Next to Damir Skerl are Ondina Jones and Kantis 
wife Bruni. 

Maria Ekaterina at one day old is held by mother Helen 
Georgiou. 
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This view of the security hut and administration building at 
Western '.s London office, taken during the snow blizzards of 
December, was just a taste of things to come. Although the 
snow cleared by the beginning of January, the blizzards soon 
returned with equal force recreating the same snowy scenes. 
(Photography by Dave Gillard.) 

Winter came with a vengeance to many Western Geophysical 
offices, and Western '.s London facilities were not spared the 
cold weather. (Photography by Dave Gillard.) 

WESTERN GEOPHYSICAL EMPLOYEES outdid 
themselves during the annual blood drive held January 
12 and 13. During the two-day period, 95 Western 
employees gave blood. The company now has a grand 
total of 215 units for 1981, enabling all employees at the 
Houston office location to be covered by the Blood Cen
ter's Life Plan II blood assurance plan. 

All employees and their immediate family members 
are now covered against the need to replace blood used 
during 1982. In addition, they receive partial coverage 
for any Blood Center service fees. - R. J. Mason 
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Lee Ann Marshall, editorial assistant in the PROFILE office, 
studies the pamphlet on the art of giving blood while Lila 
Ginn of the blood center readies her arm. 

Jim Sheridan, a processor, relaxes and lets the blood flow. In 
the background is Patty Hogue with the blood mobile staff 

was held 
by the Land and Special Problems Center in Houston. 
The department held a Christmas luncheon and each 
person attending contributed his or her own special 
dish. Employees also contributed $1.50 to help pur· 
chase brisket and ham. The meat was cooked by Peggy 
Eggleston, secretary of the Land Department, and her 
husband Paul. The food was served by Peggy Eggles· 
ton, Marge Bernoski, and Jennifer Pantalion. 

A variety of dishes was prepared and brought by the 
70 people in attendance. Vegetables, salads, and 
homemade desserts made the tables groan under their 
weight. 
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Special thanks go to everyone who participated in the 
organization, consumption, and cleanup of the Christ
mas luncheon. Judging by the looks on all the faces 

hen the meal was over, it was well worth the effort. -
Jennifer Pan talion 

'ilce and Carol Layton, both Westerners, are very proud of 
their two children, Kristina Michelle (top), born October 25, 

981. and Joshua Michael (Josh) (bottom), who turned four 
December 14. Caro/just started workingfor Western in Janu

while Mike, supervisor of the Communications/PBX 
IJe{XJrtment, has worked for the company since May 1981. 

Andrea Morales shows off her ''Hoop Shoot'' first and second 
place trophies. 

TWO CHILDREN OF WESTERN GALVESTON 
facility employees participated in the Galveston, Texas, 
Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks national basket
ball "Hoop Shoot" sports competition. Taking part at ~he 
local level were Michelle O'Connor, daughter of Safety 
Coordinator Sheila O'Connor, and Andrea Morales, 
daughter of Secretary J oAnn Morales. Michelle was a 
finalist in the competition held at Highlands Elementary 
in LaMarque, Texas. Andrea won the competition at Par
ker Elementary in Galveston, Texas, and finished second 
in district competition. 

During the 1980-81 school year, over 2. 7 mil
lion young people aged 8 to 13 participated in the 
competition. 

Christmas party 
December 5 in the banquet room of Totah's Motel and 
Restaurant in Victoria, Texas. The evening began with 
hors d'oeuvres and cocktails. A delicious steak dinner 
with all the trimmings was served to the hungry crowd. 
After the meal, everyone enjoyed dancing to various 
types of music . 

For many of the party, the event reunited many for
mer co-workers. (Maybe the band was playing "Together 
Again"?) It was a bang-up Christmas party, and next 
year's will be even better. 

Earlier in the year, Observer Pat Piper and wife Judy 
became the proud parents of a baby girl. They named her 
Kelea Jensen Piper. Congratulations go to Pat and Judy. 
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On November 27, 1981, Helper Raymond Rocha and 
wife Becky welcomed a new addition to their family. 
Their new son, Raymond Rocha, Jr., weighed 6 pounds 
and 1 ounce at birth. Party 321 offers congratulations to 
Raymond and Becky. 

Party Manager Jack Skaaning also added a new addi
tion to his family - a 19-foot Angler boat. Now he can 
finally do some Gulf Coast fishing - that is, if and when 
he can find time in between work. The boat is his pride 
and joy. Happy fishing, Jack. -Becky Skaaning 

Party Manager Jack Skaaning and wife Becky Skaaning, clerk, 
pose in front of the beautiful Christmas tree decorated for the 
party. 

Assistant Observer Joe Deleon and wife, Yolanda, pose for 
the photographer while enjoying a slow dance together. 
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Four-year-old Bonnie Watson, daughter of Audio- Visual 
Director Bob Watson and wife Ba.rbara, and granddaughter of 
Vice President Vic Smith, practices her scales two months into 
her Suzuki method piano lessons. "The best part of practicing 
my piano lessons every day is getting to stick the gold star on 
the calendar, "Bonnie says solemnly. 

A vanti Kulkarni was born December 3, weighing exactly 6 
pounds. She is the daughter of Advertising and P.R staff writer 
Pramod Kulkarni and wife Jyoti. 
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S All land and marine crew employees 
eluding administrative and supervisory personnel' 

are eligible to participate in Western Geophysical'; 
Safety Award Program. The requirement is that an 
employee work for a f ult year without having a charge
able on-the-job injury. Written requests are to be sub
mitted by the party manager to the Safety Department 

here eligibility wiH be determined. For One-Year Safe
ty Awards, employees have a choice of money clips, 
ighters, caps, t-shirts, duffle bags, tote bags, portfolios, 
or nylon wallets. Employees who have worked acci
dent-free for five years may choose a windbreaker or a 
garment bag. Each employee receiving an award is addi
ll>nally presented with a Certificate of Appreciation. -
Judy Smith 

EYA BENNETT, WITH WESTERN'S London 
echnical Support Group, and Jeremy Wilkinson, an 
-Westerner, were married on November 7, 1981 in 
pton, South Devon. 
Bestman was Jeremy's brother, Roger, who owns the 

Tower Inn in Slapton where the reception was held. 
veral Westerners made the long trip down to Devon 

Mr. & Mrs. Jeremy Wilkinson 

for the ceremony. The wedding cake was made by Dia
na Butcher of the London Navigation Processing 
Group. 

After the wedding the couple spent a few days with 
Freya's parents who flew over from New Zealand for 
the occasion. 

AN INTERPRETER'S LAMENT 

When I consider how my time is spent 
In scanning squiggly lines that make no sense, 
While that deep yearning surges more intense 
And makes me useless, though I truly meant 
To tie the loops with speed and accuracy, 
And contour all the maps in such a style 
The client rep. would bless me with a smile 
And add a thousand miles immediately. 
Can he expect such effort when the call 
Of fairways broad and lush and velvet greens 
Pervades the room while his work intervenes 
In my pursuit of that unconquerable ball? 

A las, a drilling site I must locate; 
A rig is not content to stand and wait. 

-by Jim Dees 
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0 5 S A Y IN ON A · , the Thai
land operation group celebrated the holiday with a large 
party held at midday. The event took place in a local res
taurant in Khon Kaen. The restaurant is located on a 
peninsula that runs out into a lake situated in the center 
of the town. 

The party was attended by the members of Parties 546, 
725, and 332, as well as many local dignitaries, including 
the governor of the province. Field Supervisor Vic Mut
ten made all of the party arrangements, which included a 
local band whose singers seemed to catch more eyes than 

Enjoying the view of the peninsula are Administrator (Party 
546) Harvey Brooks, left, Surveyor (Party 332) Adli Gusni and 
Seismologist (Party 546) Mike Vowell. 

Surveyors Jules Radich, left, and Raja Zaffar enjoy the 
Thailand operations Christmas party. 

36 

ears! There was a whole calf roasted on a spit plus a splen
did meal consisting of Thai delicacies. To the uninitiated, 
Thai food is rather like Chinese food except for its own 
unique hot, spicy flavor. 

Of course, the weather was hardly Christmas-like (Aus· 
tralia and New Zealand not withstanding), as it was a 
pleasant 75°F on a very clear day. 

So, from Parties 546, 725, and 332 to all of you every· 
where, we hope that you had a very Merry Christmas and 
wish you "Swat dee Pee Mai," or Happy New Year! -
Robin Wrigley 

Taking a break from the Christmas festivities are, from the left, 
Vivien Mutten, Mrs. Popinda Pradith, Victor Mutten Jr., 
Angelica and Victor Mutten, field supervisor. 

Digging into the culinary delights offered as the Thailand oper· 
ations Christmas party are, from the left, Field Supervisor 
(Party 546) Vic Mutten, Assistant Party Manager for Party 
332 Willie Stebeleski, and Party 725 Surveyor Jules Radich. 
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++++++++++++++++ 
December 3, 1981 

Dear Sirs, 

My name is Dinneffa Bailey. My husband, 
Bailey, was killed in an automobile accident o 
ber 3, 1981. Bob was a dri/ler-mechanicfor 1 
based out of Williston, North Dakota, at the 1 

death. 
Western Geophysical has been one of 

important parts of our lives. Our little girls 
and raised under the wing of Western. At th 
ages of three and one, they already know the 
the Western pickups by sight. 

Over the years, our friends in Western hai 
part of our family. 

I myself worked for the company on Pai 
helper and on Party 38 as afield clerk. 
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estern Geophysical had the opportunity to exchange geo
-,hysica/ views with a delegation of petroleum geophysicists 
from the China National Oil and Gas Exploration and Devel
opment Corporation on February 4. Shown in the above pic
ture are Westerner Chengsheng Wu, host; Mr. Wang Jingyu, 

geophysicist; Mr. Qiu Weiting, geophysicist; Mr. Meng 
Ersheng, chief geophysicist; Carl Savit, senior vice president 
and host; Mr. Pan Yuan, director of GRl· Mr. Chen 
Junsheng, geophysicist; and Mr. Mu Yuquan, geophysicist. 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

My name is Dinnella Bailey. My husband, Robert L. 
Bailey, was killed in an automobile accident on Novem
ber 3, 1981. Bob was a driller-mechanic for Party 318, 
based out of Williston, North Dakota, at the time of his 
death. 

Western Geophysical has been one of the most 
important parts of our lives. Our little girls were born 
and raised under the wing of Western. At their young 
ages of three and one, they already know the drills and 
the Western pickups by sight. 

Orer the years, our friends in Western have become 
part of our f amily. 

I myself worked for the company on Party 8 as a 
helper and on Party 38 as afield clerk. 

Throughout his career with Western, Bob worked 
with Parties 9, 5, 8, 38, and 18, in addition to being 
loaned out to several other crews. 

The day of Bob's funeral left me in no doubt about 
the size family we had adopted. More than 200 people 
attended the funeral, including Supervisors Gordon 
Langston and Ward Maricle. There were Westerners 
from all over the United States in attendance. In addi-
tion, I received calls, letters and flowers from across the 
United States. 

Maybe now you can understand why I felt the need 
to put a "thank yJu" in the PROFILE. All of these 
Westerners were a part of Bob's and my life; they were 
our real family, and we loved them all. My door will 
always be open to each of them. 

Thank you, 
Dinnel!a Bailey 
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0 Theresa Lashell Dean and 
Eddie Rostami, were united in marriage on November 
21, 1981. The couple were married during a double ring, 
candlelight ceremony held in the Second Baptist Church 
in Houston. 

Theresea, who works in accounts payable, wore a 
cathedral length dress of qiana and lace with accordian 
pleats and a derby hat and veil. She carried a bouquet of 
red silk roses with baby's breath and bells of Ireland. 

The groom, a junior computer operator, wore a pale 
gray tuxedo. 

Matron of honor was Sandra Williams of Abilene,_ Tex
as. Bestman was Matthew Wheeler, who works in the 
seismic processing department at Western. 

Following a honeymoon trip to New Orleans, the cou
ple established a new home in Houston. 

Editor's note: Former Party Chief George Bynum has informed 
us that , contrary to the winter issue, he is alive and well in Irving, 
Texas. Glad to hear from you George! 
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Michael Henderson, playback technician, proudly feeds his 
daughter her first bottle. Her father's namesake, Miquael, 7 
pounds, 1 ounce, was born on Valentine's Day. 

Azizi Aswad Crosby, son of Western Geophysical Technician 
Leland Crosby and his wife Barbara, is all smiles for the 
camera. Azizi was born July 22, 1981. 
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WESTERN MILAN DIGITAL CENT 
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were Set-up Clerk Marina Barnaba, Recep1 
D'Angelo, and Junior Analyst Gian Ll 
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cross-country skiing on Sunday. Set-up < 
Vicentini led the group through Gran Para 
al Park. - Claudio Sessa 

Enjoying some downhill skiing in Italy are, fro 
Andrea Gasparini, playback supervisor; Gui 
set-up clerk; Gian Luigi Ferrari, junior anafys 
Sessa., head librarian. 
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ESTERN MILAN DIGITAL CENTRE made a 
kend ski trip to Val D' Aosta, a region of northern 

ly bordering on France and Switzerland. That Satur
y, February 20, was dedicated to downhill skiing. 

icipants included Senior Analyst Steve Pickering 
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Maurizio Sfolciaghi. 

In addition to skiing, there was a carnival going on at 
time and the party enjoyed culinary delights of the 
such as Valdoastana beefsteaks, made with steak, 
and cheese in sauce. Also attending the festivities 

re Set-up Clerk Marina Barnaba, Receptionist Anna 
Angelo, and Junior Analyst Gian Luigi Ferrari. 
er such a busy day, only five people were present for 

-country skiing on Sunday. Set-up Clerk Guido 
teentini led the group through Gran Paradiso Nation
Park. - Claudio Sessa 

rjoying some downhill skiing in Italy are.from left to right, 
rea Gasparini, playback supervisor; Guido Vincentini, 

-up clerk; Gian Luigi Ferrari, junior analyst; and Claudio 
. head librarian. 

Pr.RV SOR Delor Letourneau 
w 555) received a gold Rolex watch from fellow 
loyees during a retirement party in his honor held 

Al Khobar, Saudi Arabia. For almost 28 years, since 
mber 1953, Del's surveying capabilities and out

ding dedication have contributed to Western's sue
. Del's retirement date was July 31 , 1981. - J.C.C. 
thewson 

De/or Letourneau, field supervisor (Crew 555), admires his 
gold watch as fellow crew members applaud him at his retire
ment party. 

Mr. and Mrs. Peter Bibby 

ON JANUARY 23, Pete Bibby and Janet Slikas were 
married at St. Stephen's Church, Twickenham in 
Middlesex. Pete had met Jan three years earlier when 
he was on a short visit from London to Western's Hous
ton office. Jan, a native of Delaware, worked as an envi
ronmental chemist for a Houston consulting firm. After 
a few years of trans-Atlantic visits (and unbelievable 
phone bills), Pete, now a quality control supervisor, 
transferred to Houston for a year. In December of 
1981, he and Jan moved to London. - Pete Bibby 
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c OR 1\fOST WESTERNERS in Hous-
ton started off with the Western Christmas party held at 
the Adam's Mark Hotel on December 5, 1981. The doors 
to the Exhibition Center opened at 7:00 p.m. Virgie 
Bryant, corporate office receptionist, and Secretary Peggy 
Eggleston greeted people at the door. 

After the cocktail hour, a rib-eye steak dinner with all 
the trimmings was served to a record-breaking crowd of 
l, 100 persons. 

After dinner, Robert J. Mason, manager of industrial 
relations, welcomed the crowd and introduced President 
Howard Dingman. Mr. Dingman thanked all Westerners 
present for helping Western have another very good year 
and wished all a happy holiday. 

Immediately following Mr. Dingman's speech, door 
prizes were drawn and handed out. Handling the door 
prize giveaway were Secretary Susanne Melgren and 
Administrative Assistant Virginia Nowak. Assisting in 
the drawing was Bret Smith, a geophysical technician. 

Winners of the prizes included Marlene Edwards, sister 
of Credit Union employee Mary Phillips, who won a 
weekend for two at the Hilton Southwest (donated by the 
Hilton); Dorothy McComas, senior secretary, who won 
a $100 gift certificate at Saks Fifth A venue; Ricardo 
Quintana, a geophysical technician, who won dinner 
for two at the Rotisserie for Beef and Bird; and Jim 
Dees, interpretation supervisor, who won dinner for 
two at the Windmill Dinner Theater. An unknown 
guest won dinner for two at the Marietta Dinner The
ater. The grand prize - four days and three nights in 
Cancun, Mexico - was won by Elizabeth Bialas, junior 
geophysical technician. Universal Travel donated the 
grand prize. 

This year, as an added touch, the Christmas party com
mittee decided to donate all centerpieces and Christmas 
candles to local nursing homes in the nearby area. 

Once again, we want to give credit where credit is due. 
We would like to thank the Christmas party committee, 
the public relations/advertising art department, and 
Receptionists Virgie Bryant, Annie Washburn, and Retta 
Moore. The three receptionists had the onerous duty of 
selling the 1, 100 tickets and turning away those employ
ees who were too late to get their tickets. -
Peggy Eggleston ~ 
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• Official hostesses for the annual H 
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Waiting for dinner to be served are. from 
the left. Catherine Nicholls: Bob Nicholls, 
manager marine transport division; Barbara 
Thigpen; and Ben Thigpen. vice president, 
instrumentation and field service. 

Mugging it for the camera are.from the left, 
Pam Romig, guest; Ted Romig, guest; Larry 
Scott, analyst; and Lori Payne, guest. 

Smiling over the festivities during Western '.s 
annual Christmas party are, from the left. 
Sylvia Goff. credit union employee: Bill 
Goff: Annie Washburn, annex receptionist; 
and Sam Washburn. 
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Susanne Melgren (left) secretary, and Vir
ginia Nowak, administrative assistant, 
watch while Bret Smith, geophysical techni
cian, draws the first lucky number during 
the prize drawing giveaway. 

Prize drawing winners enjoy their moments 
of triumph. Winners include (from the left) 
Jim Dees, interpretation supervisor; Ricardo 
Quintana, geophysical technician; Dorothy 
Mccomas, senior secretary; unknown 
winner; Marlene Edwards, sister of Mary 
Phillips in the Credit Union; Elizabeth Bialas, 
geophysical technician; and Susanne Me/
gren, secretary. 

Good friends and a festive atmosphere 
made for a great celebration during the 
annual Western Christmas party. Enjoying 
the activities are, from the left, Bruce Lyle, 
guest; Marie Meadows, keypunch operator; 
and Sandy Sebastian, keypunch supervisor. 
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Enjoying the annual Western Christmas 
soiree are, from the left, Margaret Sharp; 
Royce Sharp, manager; Shirley McFarland, 
supervisor data processing; Rick McFar
land, analyst; Donna White, lead shipping 
and receiving clerk; Victor Wratten, guest; 
Yana Eaton. geophysical technician; and 
Paul vonHeeder, shipping and receiving 
clerk. 

Jacque Adams, left; Jackie Adams, Western 
secretary; Eugene Martin, senior geophysi
cal technician; and Shirley Martin smile 
delightedly over the Christmas party activi
ties. 

All set to enjoy the evening's entertainment 
are.from the left, Bill Clark, IBM represent
ative; Julie Dallas, clerk; Leon Edington, 
geophysical technician: and Doris Eding
ton. 
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