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THIS NOVEMBER we, the citizens of the 
United States, shall select a man for 

President who will have the responsibility of 
providing us leadership for the next four years. 
These are critical times, and this man will be 
faced with monumental challenges - both at 
home and abroad. The manner in which these 
challenges are handled will affect not only our 
daily lives but the lives of generations yet to 
come. Therefore, each of us has the duty, the 
responsibility, the obligation, and the privilege 
to select the very best man available to be the 
next President of these United States. 

Thanks to the news media, each of us will 
have the opportunity to study the candidates. I 
strongly urge every one of you to learn as much 
about these individuals as you possibly can 
between now and election time. Each candi
date's qualifications for the position he is 
seeking should be very carefully analyzed. 
What about his character? Beliefs? Ability? 
Judgment? Experience? What is his track 
record; is his present position on the issues 
supported by his past actions? What is his stand 
on inflation, freedom, business, labor, military 
might, and so forth? The questions could, and 
should, go on and on until each of us has 
satisfied himself as to the very best man for the 
job. 

Select your man, support him, and VOTE. 

Brighter Than the Bright Spot 
This is a condensation and revision by Senior Vice 

President- Technology Carl Savit of an article that he wrote 
for the September 1979 issue of Offshore magazine. 

Story by Carl H. Savlt 

A GES AGO some prehistoric man stumbled onto a natural 
treasure hidden in the earth. The prize may have been 

an underground source of water or a deposit of flint. Soon 
afterward another enterprising individual decided that he 
could use the magic powers of a forked stick to discover 
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The old-style "structural" section (top) from the Midland 
basin of Texas prompted, the drilling of a well on the struc
tural high at A, but that well found neither oil nor gas when 
It reached the target horizon (arrows). The SHADCON 

more such treasures. Ever since then men have been pro
moting a variety of "direct" methods for locating under
ground resources without having to dig or drill. Almost 
always these methods were better at lining the pockets of 
their promoters than in locating mineral deposits for 
investors. 

In the search for petroleum and natural gas a century of 
magic oil finders ended when geophysicists discovered a 
technique that could actually be used to find oil and gas 
without drilling a hole. Popularly known as the 
"bright-spot" method, this technique consists of recognizing 
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velocity version of the same section (bottom) shows that 
the target horizon Is not porous at A and cannot hold oil 
or gas. Light colors on the same horizon at B indicated 
porous rock, and a well drilled there was a producer. 
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that oil- or gas-filled rocks are better reflectors of sound 
than are water-filled or nonporous rocks. When a seismic 
crew makes the loud sounds in the ground, thos~ sounds 
travel through many kinds of rocks. If a rock formation 
reflects back an unusually strong seismic echo, the presence 
of oil or gas is indicated and the rock formation becomes a 
likely drill target. 

Using the bright-spot method, the oil and gas industry 
began in the last decade to base some drilling decisions on 
the strength of the seismic signal rather than on the time of 
arrival of the signal, as was used in prior years. (See the 
Winter 1975 PROFILE.) The method has been phenomenally 
successful in locating oil and gas deposits in such places as 
the Gulf of Mexico, parts of California, and Nigeria. 

Encouraged by the success of the bright-spot method 
and convinced that more could be learned from the 
strength of seismic signals than merely that some are 
stronger than others, Western's research department con
tinued to work toward developing methods for using all of 
the information contained in signal strengths. 

By 1978 it was becoming apparent to the oil and gas 
exploration industry that the bright-spot method was being 
surpassed and replaced by a whole new way of using 
seismic reflection data. In theory reflection strength could 
be put into a formula that would yield the velocity of 
sound in reflecting rocks. Many kinds of rocks, particularly 
oil-bearing rocks, can be identified by their characteristic 
sound velocity, and velocity information can, in turn, aid 
geophysicists in determining likely locations of oil and gas 

A new generation of seismic sound sources is under development. 
It is hoped that these wil l generate a stronger input and return. 
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deposits. When dealing with real signals, however, the task 
of transforming signal strength to velocity proved to be 
formidable. 

The quest began in 1966 with Western's introduction of 
the industry's first commercial binary-gain field recording 
system, a system capable of precisely recording the full 
range of seismic signals. Computer programs had to be 
designed to refine recorded seismic signals for use in the 
velocity formulas. Improvements then had to be made in 
field techniques to produce the right kind of data for the 
programs to work on. Seismic sound sources had to be 
improved, and their outputs required close monitoring. 
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ltADCON Hctlon a ppeared on the front cover of the 1978 
I report of ODECO. a Western client. The superimposed 

I show that the velocity Hctlon correctly Indicated every 
ng zone In this gas field off the coast of Loui siana. 

Data had to be recorded at more closely-spaced points along 
the survey lines to enable the computer programs to remove 
or suppress interfering noise. 

Finally, after years of making one small improvement 
afte~ another, rock velocity began to be used to assist in 
~kmg geologic interpretations. At first velocity cross sec
tions were more the product of the interpreters' art and skill 
than of a scientific process. One of the major problems with 
~ese early results was that they could zero in on only the 

~kest oil-bearing rock layers. 
b t was not until early 1978 that Western's scientists 
rought the velocity calculation process to a generally 
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acceptable level. At this stage they had to work out a way to 
present velocity data to geologists in a consistent, objective, 
and easy-to-use form. In mid-1978 Western devised a 
computer program to take computer-developed velocity 
information and convert it to a reasonable representation of 
a geologic cross section. Called the SHADCON'M display, 
the program takes the millions of bits of velocity informa
tion recorded by the computer and generates a "picture" of 
the rock layers. 

Also in 1978 a full-color plotter became commercially 
available that can produce a version of a SHADCON 
display in which the velocity values of the various rocks are 
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represented by different colors. The new device can rapidly 
and inexpensively prepare full-color versions of the 
computer-produced geologic sections on ordinary paper that 
can be marked upon, rolled, and folded. 

With the introduction of the SHADCON display and the 
color plotter, a number of Western's clients immediately 
adopted seismic velocity cross sections as a primary basis for 
making drilling decisions. The basis of such decisions is 
that, provided that the seismic data are of good quality and 
properly calibrated and the color coding is judiciously 
chosen, a porous sandstone surrounded by shale, marl, or 
limestone will stand out in contrasting color. Well logs in 
many areas have been found to agree in some detail with 
such sections. 

A promising use of this detailed seismic velocity infor-
mation is in planning a development program in a newly-

4 

The SHADCON section at the top , through a Mexican 
offshore oil field, unmistakably points out the pro· 
duclng zone. The bottom section , also from offshore 
Mexico, suggests that It might be worthwhile to drill 
In this syncline where no structurally-trained explora· 
tionist would dream that oil could be found. Both of 
these sections were prepared by Jaime Gutierrez for his 
master's thesis at the Colorado School of Mines. Western 
supplied the computer programs and plotting facilities. 

discovered field. A properly conducted 3-0 seismic survey 
usually provides adequate data for detailed velocity 
analysis. From this survey a computer representation of the 
lithology of the entire field can be constructed and used as 
the basis for determining the best locations for drilling. 
Animation techniques have even been used to produce 
motion pictures that give the effect of traveling through the 
earth to see the different kinds of rock layers represented in 
different colors. 

Today in Western's research and development department 
exciting new developments are in progress. Because applica
tion of the velocity technique is so new, further refinements 
will inevitably appear. We can expect substantial improve
ments in resolution and, more importantly, an increase in 
the range of geologic problems to which the method can be 
applied. 

WESTERN PROFILE 

Gordon Langstnn Named Area Manager; 
Two Men Promoted to ~ew Position 
THREE WESTERNERS have recently received well-deserved 

promotions-one to area manager and two to the newly
created position of manager- as announced by President 
Howard Dingman. Gordon C. Langston, of Denver, has 
been promoted to area manager of the Rocky Mountains; 
and Roscoe L. (Sully) Sullivan and J. F. (Joe) Walker have 
been named managers of south Texas and the mid
continent region, respectively. 

Gordon will be responsible for sales, operations, and all 
support functions in the states of North Dakota, South 
Dakota, Montana, Wyoming, Colorado, Nebraska, Utah, 
and Idaho. It is an area with which he is well familiar for 
he has spent most of his career with the geophysical indus
try in the Rocky Mountains. Joining Western in 1973 as a 
field supervisor in the Rocky Mountain area, he was 
named a supervisor of that same area in 1977. Prior to his 
association with Western, Gordon was with a major oil 
company's geophysical department for 25 years, spending 

GORDON C. LANGSTON 

ING 1980 

20 of those years in the Rocky Mountains, moving up from 
surveyor to party manager to supervisor. 

Born in Jacksboro, Texas, Gordon served in the United 
States Navy as a torpedoman in the South Pacific during 
World War II, but his geophysical career began even before 
he joined the service. He worked as a rodman on his first 
seismic crew in 1942 and joined the navy in 1943. 

He has four children. Judy, who has made him a grand
father twice, is a housewife on a wheat farm in North Da
kota. Larry and Steve both live in Anchorage and are with 
the fire department there, Larry as a paramedic and Steve 
as a firefighter. His youngest child, Susan, is a secretary in 
Denver. Wife Andree is a housewife who works part-time 
as a salesclerk. When Gordon can spare the time, he enjoys 
fishing and hunting and all TV sports . 

"Manager" is a new classification in Western's domestic 
operations and carries with it the responsibility for sales, 
operations, and growth within the assigned territory. The 
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territories are located where Western believes that sus
tained growth is possible. 

Sully Sullivan and Joe Walker have demonstrated. by 
superior past performance their aptitude.s for such ass1g~
ments and have the qualities necessary to increase Westerns 
presence in their respective territories to such an e~tent th~t 
those territories will become major areas of operations, said 
the new Western president. 

Sully, whose field of operations is south Texas, has be.en 
a Westerner since 1945 when he was hired as a gravity 
meter operator. He has spent most of the ensuing .35 years 
in our domestic operations and much of the previous two 
decades in south Texas. As a party manager he was. bas~d 
in Beeville; when he was promoted to field supervisor in 
1971 and later to mid-continent supervisor in April 197~, 
his headquarters were in Houston but his crews were stil l 
mostly in south Texas. 

Born in Collins, Mississippi, Sully is married to V~n, 
and they have two daughters. Judy and husband Mike 
Morris have two sons, Scott, 4 Y2, and Shane, 2, and live in 

ROSCOE L. SULLIVAN 

Devine, Texas, while Jill and husband Lynn ~oore ~nd 
daughter Lenae, 2, live in Kentucky where Lyn? 1s attendmg 
the Ashberry Seminary at Wilmore. Van, a registered nurse, 

6 

is a patient representative at Sa~ 1:1?us~on Memorial ~ospital 
in Houston. Her spare-time act1v1t1es include gardening and 
handwork, and she enjoys spectator sports, as does her hus-
band, who also likes hunting and fishing. . . 

J e Walker is our new manager of the mid-continent 
regi~n. Born in New Orleans, he earned his bachelor of 

J. F. (JOE) WALKER 

science degree in geology from the University of South
western Louisiana and joined Western as a com~uter on 
Party 33 in Mississippi on November 11, 1962. Hts travels 
with the Company have taken him extensively through t~e 
area in ~hich he is now in charge, as well as Ecuador, while 
he was being promoted through the ranks of compute.r, 
chief computer, party chief, assistant supervisor, and, in 

January 1972, supervisor. . 
The Walkers have four children: John, 16; Scott, 13, 

Bart, 1 O; and Chance, 3. John is active on his high school 
tennis team, and Scott's and Bart's sports are baseball, socce.r, 
and their swim teams. Both Joe and wife Jerelyn w~r~ .m 
various capacities with the boys' various sports act1v~t1es 
and also enjoy playing tennis. Joe also likes duck hunung, 
fishing, golf, and all spectator sports. . 

Congratulations to Gordon Langston, Sull~ Sul livan, 
and Joe Walker on their well-deserved promotions. 

WESTERN PROFILE 

Canadian Saf tty Program 
lntroduttd by James U. Ntis 

I wouLD UKE to take this opportunity to introduce myself 
as Safety supervisor of Canadian operations, working 

out of the Western Geophysical Company of Canada office 
in Calgary, Alberta. 

Having been with Western for 26 years, I have done just 
about everything there is to do in the field at one time or 
another. I spent a short time on the drills; I have been a 
shooter; I have been an observer on both shot-hole and 
vibrator crews; and I have worked in the lab with Ed Selzer 
and in the playback center in Calgary. Also, I have been a 
party manager with crews in Alberta, British Columbia, 
Alaska, and California on shot-hole, vibrator, and surface 
portable crews. 

I have a strong concern for the Safety and welfare of our 
people and regulations, and I hope that I can help both 
Western and our employees and their families. 

Equipped with video aids and a 16-mm. projector and 
tapes from Houston, with access to both a major oil com
pany's Safety films and the Workers' Compensation Board's 
library of films and material, I have been able to show films 

Party FV·46 Party Managers Garry Nels (left) and Jim Henry hold 
the Safety Awards that they received during a trip to Calgary. 

at all of the Safety meetings. Because of a large number of 
tracked vehicles and a great deal of foothills work, everyone 
keeps busy showing new hires how to handle the equipment 
and avoid the field hazards. 

Since there has not been anyone to handle the Safety de
partment in Canada for a while, it has taken some time to up
date the Safety Awards. With the help of Carol Lorenowicz, 
we are getting close to adding some 500 names! 

We are looking forward to having everyone participate in a 
First Aid Course and a Defensive Driving Course. So far 
33 persons have completed them, and more are scheduled 
for the classroom in the near future. We also have held 
several Safety dinners and award nights for our field crews. 

The first was on September 9 for both the Canadian and 
American personnel on Parties FV-45 and FV-47 at the 
Sherman Motor Inn in Wolf Point, Montana. The second 
Safety dinner and award night was enjoyed by both the Canadi
an and American personnel on Party F-69 at the Ramada Inn 
in Dickinson, North Dakota, on October 6. Party F-69 is 
presently working out of Belfield, North Dakota, but we 

Field Supervisors Jock Coull (left) and Biii Quirk show off their 
Safety Awards. Jock and Biii received their awards at a dinner at 
the Glenmore Inn in Calgary from Safety Supervisor Jim Nels. 
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and in the playback center in Calgary. Also, I have been a 
party manager with crews in Alberta, British Columbia, 
Alaska, and California on shot-hole, vibrator, and surface 
portable crews. 

I have a strong concern for the Safety and welfare of our 
people and regulations, and I hope that I can help both 
Western and our employees and their families. 

Equipped with video aids and a 16-mm. projector and 
tapes from Houston, with access to both a major oil com
pany's Safety films and the Workers' Compensation Board's 
library of films and material, I have been able to show films 

Party FV·46 Party Managers Garry Nels (left) and Jim Henry hold 
the Safety Awards that they received during a trip to Calgary. 

at all of the Safety meetings. Because of a large number of 
tracked vehicles and a great deal of foothills work, everyone 
keeps busy showing new hires how to handle the equipment 
and avoid the field hazards. 

Since there has not been anyone to handle the Safety de
partment in Canada for a while, it has taken some time to up
date the Safety Awards. With the help of Carol Lorenowicz, 
we are getting close to adding some 500 names! 

We are looking forward to having everyone participate in a 
First Aid Course and a Defensive Driving Course. So far 
33 persons have completed them, and more are scheduled 
for the classroom in the near future. We also have held 
several Safety dinners and award nights for our field crews. 

The first was on September 9 for both the Canadian and 
American personnel on Parties FV-45 and FV-47 at the 
Sherman Motor Inn in Wolf Point, Montana. The second 
Safety dinner and award night was enjoyed by both the Canadi
an and American personnel on Party F-69 at the Ramada Inn 
in Dickinson, North Dakota, on October 6. Party F-69 is 
presently working out of Belfield, North Dakota, but we 

Field Supervisors Jock Coull (left) and Biii Quirk show off their 
Safety Awards. Jock and Biii received their awards at a dinner at 
the Glenmore Inn in Calgary from Safety Supervisor Jim Nels. 
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could not find a place there that was large enough to accom
modate all of the personnel. 

After each of the dinners a few words of wisdom were 
spoken by Field Supervisor Ed Lorenowicz, and films were 
shown and a few more words of wisdom were uttered by me. 
Refreshments were served while the awards were presented, 
and several pictures were taken. 

We might add that these three crews have good Safety 

Above left- Calgary office Delivery Driver Dave Johan· 
son shows off the Safety Award he received from Safety 
Supervisor Jim Nels. Above center-Rick Baxter (left) 
and Survey Supervisor Jeff Hadford, both of Calgary's 
survey department, hold their newly-received awards. 

Right- Cyril Jones (In the front row, from the left), 
Nick Ritco, Bob Johnson, Max Beaton , and Nihal Perera, 
and (In the back row. from the left) Everett Thygesen, 
Bill Bennet, Dave Paynter, Bill Werner, Dennis Dorn· 
stauder, Jim Scott, Ray Sawyer, Bill Berkes, and Gus 
Kuhnast are in the Calgary shop to participate in a 
Safety meeting held by Safety Supervisor Jim Neis. 

8 

records. (All three parties returned to Canada later to par
ticipate in the winter operations up there. -Ed.) 

Because of the splendid co-operation that I have received 
from our field supervisors and party managers, as well as 
from all of the field and office personnel, I am finding this 
position both a challenge and a fulfilling opportunity to be 
of service to Western. -James V. Neis. (Photos by Jim 
Neis.) 

Far left-Waiting for the Safety 
meeting to begin are Party FV·-46 
Observer Brian Young (left) and 
Party Manager Jim Henry. left
Reodlng brochures as they wait are 
Partsman Everett Thygesen, Vlbra· 
tor Technician Alfred Burdick, and 
Calgary Yard Foreman Jack Livesey. 

Below-Doing some work prior to 
the Safety meeting held In Calgary 
are shop Mechanic Nick Rltco (left) 
and field Mechanic Bernie Blamer. 

A bove-Intently listening during a Safety meeting conducted In 
Calgary by Safety Supervisor Jim Neis are Shirley Ellis (front 
raw, from the left) , Teresa and Kim Duce , and Sherry Couillard , 

l9ht- Partlclpatlng In the Safety 
•nner for Parties FV·"5 and FV-47 In 
Wolf Paint, Montana, are Ken Wade 
(from the left), Marcia Stephens, 
tere1a M cCown, Brian Marsh, Dan 
Prut, Pete Hicks, and Phil Lemieux. 

and (back row, from the left) Eric Ng, Enoch Wong, Bob Saunders , 
Peter FalteJsek, Rick Baxter, and Linda Olson. Above rlght
Barbora Markin (left) and Val Meland are all ears at the meeting. 

Left-Ignoring the camera during 
the Safety dinner for Parties FV·-45 
and FV·47 are Roger Chapman (from 
the left), Kathy Rodewald, Biii 
Zimmer, Paul Cook, Owen Raugutt, 
Yvonne Ruhd, and Phyllis Grotte. 
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Right- What did the cameraman 
say? At the Safety dinner for Par· 
t ies FV-45 and FV-47 are Warren 
Benedik (from left), Kendall Link , 
Richard Grow, Owen Raugutt, and 
Kathy , Kristine, and Mark Conner. 

Right- John Brown (from the left) , 
Wiibur Riiey, Allee Riiey, Ray An· 
derson, Jim Powers, Wes Knight, 
Renae Myers, Be11le Nash, and Mary 
Rowland are listening Intently to 
the program at Party F-69's Safety 
dinner and award night that was held 
In North Dakota last October 6. 

Left- Award winners at the Safety 
dinner and award night that was 
held in September for Parties FV-45 
and FV-47 In Wolf Point, Montana, 
Include Hugh Dunlop (front row , 
from the left) , Canadian Supervisor 
Ed Lorenowlc:i: , Fram: Brouwer, Dan 
Prus, and Warren Benedik , and (In 
the back row, from the left) Mark 
Conner, Owen Raugutt, Jean-Paul 
Duguay, Phil Lemieux, Jim Hiii , 
Bob Thulllier, and Joel Blakeslee. 

Left- Listening to Luke DeWlt (back 
to camera , left) at the Safety din· 
ner In September for Parties FV-45 
and FV-47 in Wolf Point are Jean· 
Paul Duguay (from the left) and 
Ernie and Carla Hoch. Also in the 
crowd are Boyd Eavis, Darren Neis, 
Cary Munch , and Tammy Stracener. 

Talking at the Safety dinner and award night For Party F-69, 
working in Belfield, North Dakota, are Jake Friesen (from 

the left), Jim Powers, Wes Knight , Renae Myers, David Kad
lec, Don Repp, Graham Curlett, Rhett Mohr, and Emile Cote. 

8tn W. Green Named Saf tty Oirtttor 

THE NEW Safety director for Western Geophysical Company 
and the Litton Resources Group is Ben W. Green, accord

ing to an announcement by President Howard Dingman. He 
will be responsible for directing the domestic and foreign 
Safety effort for the Company. Ben, who joined Western in 
December 1978 as a Safety supervisor in land operations for 
Vice President Ben Langston, is a member of the Society of 
Safety Engineers and the International Association of Geer 
physical Contractors' Safety committee. 

Prior to joining the Company Ben was owner and president 
of Ben Green & Associates, a private investigation and Safety 
consulting firm. A native Houstonian, Ben served in the 
United States Navy as a member of the underwater demcr 
lition team and also the Admiral's flight crew. 

He is an alumnus of San Diego (California) State Universi
ty, where he studied business administration and was a 5-year 
1 ttennan in football, swimming, and track. He later joined 
the LaPorte, Texas, police department, serving on the federal 
Organized crime squad for 16 years and receiving a promotion 
to lieutenant in 1973. 

He and wife Linda have three children, Kelli Monique, 10; 
ric, 13; and Jack, 22. Linda enjoys showing and raising 

~Uarter horses while Ben's hobbies include flying, fishing, and 
OOtbaU. At one time, for three years, he played for the 
°::ton, Texas, Hurricanes, a semi-pro football team. He 

a 32nd degree Mason and a Shriner. 

BEN W. GREEN 
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Honors, Papers, Exhibit: 

Westerners Shine During 
Largest-Ever SE G Meeting 

,. HE LARGEST Society of Exploration Geophysicists' (SEG) 
conference in the 49-year history of the annual meetings 

was held at the Rivergate Convention Center in New Orleans 
from November 4 to 8. Total attendance, including delegates, 
spouses, and visitors, was about 8,000. Western w~s well 
represented with approximately 60 persons attendmg the 
conference, and among the other delegates were about 20 
persons from Litton Resources Systems (LRS) and 10 from 

Aero Service. 
Several Westerners received honors during this year's 

conference. Senior Vice President-Technology Carl H. 
Savit, who presents awards at the kickoff luncheon each 
year received one of his own this time- the Kauffman 
Gold Medal, presented for his work during the past several 
years as a representative of the geophysical industry to the 
u. s. government and other regulatory bodies. Also 
honored was former Western employee Les Hatton, who 
received an award for outstanding presentation of a paper 
at the SEO meeting in San Francisco. The paper, titled 
"Migration of Seismic Data from Inhomogeneous Media," 
was co-authored by Vice President-Research and Develop-

Studying and discussing Western's 
displays of color-enhanced seismic 
data and 3-D data are delegates to 
the Society of Exploration Geophys· 
lcist5' (SEG) convention that was 
held in New Orleans In November. 

12 

ment K. L. Larner and Senior Research Geophysicist 

Bruce Gibson. 
During the four days of the conference more than 2.25 

papers were presented in 32 technical sessions. ~rue~ G1?
son presented a paper titled "Efficient 3-D M1grat1on m 
Two Steps," which was co-authored by Ken Larner ~nd 
Research Geophysicists Albert Ng and J. J. Solanki, a 
former Westerner. Research Geophysicist David Donoho, 
now on educational leave, delivered a paper on robust 
estimation of residual statics corrections; and Senior 
Research Geophysicist Oz Yilmaz, who recently joined the 
Western staff, spoke on prestack partial migration. Other 
Litton Resources Group delegates presenting papers were 
Lee Siems Juan Vallhonrat, and Dave Shave, from LRS, 
and Jeff Friedberg and Chao Ku, from Aero Service. 

At this year's conference Ken Larner ended his term as 
first vice president of SEO and participated in the SEG 
continuing education program school on 3-D seismic tech
niques, presenting a 1 Y2-hour lecture titled "Subsurface 
Imaging Principles and Practice." 

The annual meeting exposition, held in the Rivergate 

The Litton Resources Group's impressive oak and copper exhibit 
occupied the prime booths near the entrance of the exhibition cen· 

Exhibition Center, was the largest in the SEG's history, 
with more than 400 exhibit booths. The Litton Resources 
Group exhibit, as usual, occupied the prime booths near 
the exhibition hall entrance and attracted much attention 
with its innovative design and impressive displays. 

Western's exhibit contained a broad range of technical 
ormation; our major technical contribution to this year's 
nference was our display of new results of work with 
lor-enhanced seismic data prepared on a color plotter 

work with 3-D data collection and processing techniques. 
animated 3-D film illustrated both color-enhanced and 
data and gave the viewer the sensation of actually 

veling "Through the Solid Earth," as the film was titled. 
RS exhibited its new LRS-3200 seismic data processing 

tern and LRS-9 data acquisition system, both of which 
e received by delegates and visitors as the most innova
and advanced systems shown at the exhibition. LRS 
displayed an LRS-100 air-gun synchronization system 
a computerized geophone tester. 

n addition to the extensive technical program, the SEG 
nsored several social activities that gave delegates a 
nee to relax and see the interesting city of New Orleans. 
.e~tertainment began on Sunday, November 3, at the 
lbonal "icebreaker" reception, f ea tu ring music by the 

ter In New Orleans during the annual Society of Exploration Geo
physicists' (SEG) convention that was held there In early November. 

famous Olympia Brass Band. The highlight of the enter
tainment program was a 2Yi-hour cruise down the Missis
sippi River on the S. S. President, the largest showboat for 
sightseeing in the world. On one deck of the boat a 
16-member band provided music for listening and dancing 
while on another deck a Las Vegas casino party recalled 
the days of the Mississippi riverboat gambler. All of the 
delegates and their spouses agreed that this was one of the 
most memorable events in SEO annual meeting history. 

An interesting and varied spouses' program included a 
walking tour of the French Quarter, bus tours to Lake 
Pontchartrain and the Garden District, visits to several 
historic homes, and antique shopping. 

A special post-convention event this year was a trip to 
the island of Jamaica. About 35 SEO delegates and 
spouses, including Vice President-Instrumentation and 
Field Services Ben B. Thigpen and wife Barbara, left New 
Orleans on November 8 and spent several days in Jamaica 
before returning home. 

The 49th annual International SEO meeting and exposi
tion provided lasting memories for all of the Westerners 
who attended, for the technical contributions that Western 
made and the honors that Westerners received, as well as 
for the opportunity to visit exciting New Orleans. 
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Savit Receives Awards 
SENIOR V1cE PRESIDENT-Technology Carl H. Savit has been 

honored by two organizations recently for his outstanding 
contributions to the geophysical industry. He is the 1979 
recipient of the Marine Technical Society's Compass Dis
tinguished Achievement Award and of the Society of Explo
ration Geophysicists' (SEG) Virgil Kauffman Gold Medal 
Award. 

The Compass Distinguished Achievement Award was 
presented in October in recognition of Carl's outstanding 
contributions in both national and international organiza
tions, each of which have led to significant advances in 
marine affairs, and to technical design in such areas as in
struments, signal-enhancement techniques, signal-processing 
devices, recording techniques and equipment, navigation 
systems, marine-hydrophone arrays, and the display of 
scientific data. Carl holds 26 United States patents and 
corresponding ones in other countries, with four patent 
applications pending, dealing with his work in the above
mentioned areas. 

The Kauffman Gold Medal Award is presented during the 
SEG's annual convention (held this time in November) to the 
person who has made an outstanding contribution to the 
advancement of the science of geophysical exploration as 
manifested during the previous five years. The contribution 
may be of a technical or a professional nature. Carl is the 
first Westerner to receive the award since it was created in 
1966. 

"For the past four years," said Chairman of the Board 
Booth B. Strange in the citation for the award that was read at 
the SEO convention, "Carl has devoted much time and effort 
to persuading both the Congress and the Department of the In
terior that geophysical data from the Outer Continental Shelf 
must be kept confidential for at least 10 years and that 
geophysical organizations that process such data must be 
compensated for their professional efforts. Both these pro
visions have now been enacted into law, substantially in his 
words. 

"Carl's effective involvement in the national scene," our 
chairman commented, "began during 1965 when he per
suaded Congress to enact public law 89-99, which 
established the legal principles that geophysical exploration 
vessels are not engaged in trade and thus are not subject to 
the regulations governing cargo vessels and that geophysical 
personnel aboard ship are neither passengers nor crew. 

"In more recent times," Booth continued, "Carl has 
represented the profession of exploration geophysics and the 
oil and gas industry in a broad variety of circumstances. He 
was a member of both Presidential commissions that 
investigated the Santa Barbara oil spill in 1969. Taking a leave 
of absence from Western in 1970, Carl moved to Washington 

where he spent 14 months as assistant for earth, sea, and air 
sciences to the President's science adviser. From this position 
Carl was able to convey something of the problems and con
cerns of the earth science community to relevant parts of the 
government. He came out of this experience with a broad 
understanding of the way government works, an under
standing that has proved to be invaluable in accomplishing the 
tasks that the SEO recognized with the Kauffman Medal." 

Because of his scientific expertise, Carl has been called 
upon to testify before committees of the Congress and to 
serve as a member of a variety of United States government 
panels, boards, and committees, including numerous com
mittees and panels of the National Research Council of the 
National Academy of Sciences, and he has been a consultant 
on off shore oil and gas for the Congressional Office of 
Technology Assessment. In addition, he has also been very 
involved with organizations pertaining to the geophysical 
industry and has held many offices in those organizations, 
including president of the SEG and of the International 
Association of Geophysical Contractors. 

Carl, who joined Western in July 1948 as a mathematician, 
plans to share his medal with wife Sandra, to whom he 
attributes much of his success. She frequently travels with 
him, taking an active part in political and government 
relations for Western and the energy industries. 

Looking Back 

in the r;> ill @ ~ O ~ [] 

20 YEARS AGO 
March 1960 

THE President's Page of Dean Walling: The year 1960 
ds the Petroleum Industry embarked on a new decade 
Id history and on its own second one hundred years. 

onomists agree that the next 10 years will be strenuous 
arding .... A new playback office in Pescara, Italy, 

t into operation on November 1, 1959, by Western Ricer
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parts supply, laboratory, and shop .... Party 67, 

up and down California, has included such gypsies 
Chief W. T. (Bill) Brooks, Party Manager B. W. 

rown, Computer R. P. (Bob) Sherman, Observer J. 
iba) Buschmihle, and Draftsman J. R. (Jim) Scott . ... 
4, in Farmington, New Mexico, enjoys a fine Safety 
of 10 years, 2 months, and 24 days (so far). Personnel 

crew include Helper Jimmy Blair, recently trans-
from Oklahoma; Helper Claud Roundtree, hired to 
the summer employment students; Observer Roger 
Party Chief Steve Winborn; and Chief Computer 

lntana .. . . Now working on Party 8, in Taft, Califor
making comparisons between the North and the 
Driller Earl Floyd and Computer Jim Baird, who 

m the deep South and the cold North, respectively, 
Manager John (Spider) Webb, who worked last 

in Alaska .... Outstanding alumnus of the year is the 
nt honor accorded Western's president, Dean Wal/

from among more than 20,000 alumni of Abilene 
College, Abilene, Texas, for this award, Mr. Walling 

nd person ever to be so recognized .... After 22 
In Bolivia, Party 88 has reduced its Stateside field 
I from 12 to 4 by training Bolivian nationals. 

10 YEARS AGO 
Spring 1970 

e President's Page of Booth B. Strange: We have 
e end of a decade-a decade that has been de
many ways: turbulent, violent, progressive, 

• and incredible. The '70's will be no less challeng
iting for Westerners than the '60's .... Working 

with Party 61 in the North Sea are Chief Observer Jim 
Wilson, Observer Bill Rains, Digital Technician Don Bruck
shaw, Gun Operators Rod Waldron and Dave Goodman, 
and Helpers John Byrne and Chris Baker . ... At 12:15 
P.M., October 28, 1969, in Maryborough, Queensland, 
Australia, the Western Endeavour touched water for the 
first time. Mounting the launching platform to accept the 
honor and responsibility of launching the ship was the 
Launch Lady, Bonnie (Mrs. C. W.) Nicholls, accompanied 
by husband Chic (Western's manager of operations in the 
Far East), from Singapore, and Vice President Neal P. 
Cramer. . . . Western, in co-operation with the Guidance 
and Control Systems Division, has created the most advanced 
navigation system in commercial operation anywhere. In use, 
the Western Integration Navigation System (WINS) provides 
a means of locating survey lines and keeping the survey vessel 
on each line successively during the survey- in any weather, 
at any time of day, anywhere in the world .... The M. V. 
Ash, Party 63, is working around Sorong, West lrian. With 
Party 63 are Captain Morris Arguelles, Gun Mechanic Peter 
John Scott, Gun Operator Reinhard Hilse, Marine Engineer 
Derek Rutherford, Cook John Hoogeveen (who speaks flaw
less Indonesian), and our man in Sorong, Party Manager Ken 
Small . ... Our annual Christmas party afforded a last chance 
for Westerners to get together as a Shreveport, Louisiana, 
group. Moving to Sydney, Australia, are Analysts Benny 
Quintana and Soule Mellette while to Houston are headed 
Jimmy Jordan, Senior Seismologist Dupree McGrady, Junior 
Programmer Harold Partin, Analyst Dick Wardell, Seis
mologist John Swearingin, and Reproduction Technicians J. 
W. Balzrette and Hank Jones, as well as Sybil Kerry and 
Cooper Hall, who will join the drafting department. ... Gun 
Operator John Ray and his family made a 5,000-rnile move 
by car from Grenada, Mississippi, to Anchorage, Alaska, to 
join Party 84 and the Western Crest. Also on the crew are 
Captains N. J. (Blackie) Creel and Milton Broussard, Co
ordinator Neo Ferrari, Field Clerk Walter Kellen, and Cook 
Richard 0. Isgrigg. . . . Party V-9 settled into Powell, Wy
oming, and before the blink of an eye was transformed into 
Party 66, from vibrator to drill crew. Vibrator Operator Rich 
Murray went to Egypt to operate a rig. Now on the crew is a 
permit agent trainee, Dick Roberts, and a surveyor, Dick Fish. 
... Commemorating anniversaries are Gravity Supervisor 
J. G. (Ferg) Ferguson, with 25 years with the Company, and 
Field Supervisor J. A. Rasmussen, with 20 years. 
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Savit Receives Awards 
SENIOR V1cE PRESIDENT-Technology Carl H. Savit has been 

honored by two organizations recently for his outstanding 
contributions to the geophysical industry. He is the 1979 
recipient of the Marine Technical Society's Compass Dis
tinguished Achievement Award and of the Society of Explo
ration Geophysicists' (SEG) Virgil Kauffman Gold Medal 
Award. 
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struments, signal-enhancement techniques, signal-processing 
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systems, marine-hydrophone arrays, and the display of 
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mentioned areas. 
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may be of a technical or a professional nature. Carl is the 
first Westerner to receive the award since it was created in 
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geophysical organizations that process such data must be 
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visions have now been enacted into law, substantially in his 
words. 
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chairman commented, "began during 1965 when he per
suaded Congress to enact public law 89-99, which 
established the legal principles that geophysical exploration 
vessels are not engaged in trade and thus are not subject to 
the regulations governing cargo vessels and that geophysical 
personnel aboard ship are neither passengers nor crew. 
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investigated the Santa Barbara oil spill in 1969. Taking a leave 
of absence from Western in 1970, Carl moved to Washington 

where he spent 14 months as assistant for earth, sea, and air 
sciences to the President's science adviser. From this position 
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cerns of the earth science community to relevant parts of the 
government. He came out of this experience with a broad 
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standing that has proved to be invaluable in accomplishing the 
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Association of Geophysical Contractors. 
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The sun Is setting as Party 9 heads for town at the end of a day. The crew has been working near Kimball , Nebraska, since mid-October. 

PARTY 9-KIMBALL, NEBRASKA ••. 

CRAIG K. SNYDER, Reporter-Photographer 

Hi, how have you been? We guess that it has been more 
than two years since we have written to you; so relax, kick 
off your muddy boots, crack open a brew of your choice, 
sit back, and we shall fill you in on what has been happening 
on Party 9. 

Presently we are indulging in a much-needed stay in Kim
ball, Nebraska. (It is like a home for Party 9.) When we say 
indulging, we mean that everyone is enjoying the town 
immensely. After spending several months in towns such as 
Gillette, Green River, and Evanston, Wyoming, who would 
not relate to reasonable rates for lodging, food, and other 
"minor" things like that? Ah! More about those places later. 
Right now let us whirl back in time to July 1978, which is as 
far back as we can remember, on Party 9, anyway. 

We had just finished a nine-month stint here in Kimball 
when it was decided that we should head north. We did just 
that, of course, loading every truck to the hilt and, under the 
keen eye and divine guidance of Party Manager JoHN HAYES, 
headed for Bismarck, North Dakota. Party 9 spent about two 
months there and then took off for "greener" seismic pastures, 

16 

venturing even farther north into the most desolate reaches of 
North Dakota-Newtown. That is right, Newtown, North 
Dakota. Well, enough about Newtown except that we 
worked there for about one and one-half months before 
returning to Bismarck for an exciting one-week stay. 

After that we were off to more heart-stopping "fun" in 
that exciting, action-packed town of Faith, South 
Dakota, (population 550) located 150 miles from nowhere. 
We may be making it sound as if we would rather have been 
with Custer at his last stand, but it really was not all that 
bad. Party 9 crew members always seemed to find some way 
to keep themselves amused after work, often in the old 
seismic tradition of sipping frosty ones down at the local 
tavern. 

Continuing on with this seismic story, Party 9 found itself 
where else but back in Bismarck. This time our stay was, 
luckily, for only three weeks. We say luckily because we left 
in the middle of your basic January in North Dakota, -30°F. 
with 30 to 40 mile-per-hour winds . 

We landed in the booming, natural resource town of 
Gillette, Wyoming, on January 10, 1979. We spent only two 
weeks there, though, as it was decided that we were needed 
over in the hamlet of Buffalo, Wyoming, nestled in the foot
hills of Wyoming's lovely Big Horn Mountains. Here Party 9 
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stayed until the middle of March, enjoying the hospitality of 
the friendly, small-town folk . Then, just as we were all 
accustomed to the small town "laid back" type atmosphere, 
along came that old springtime seismic dilemma, "the thaw"; 
so we loaded up, lock, stock, and barrel, and hightailed it out 
of that gunky mess. It was at this time that the legendary 
leader of Party 9, JoHN HAYES, decided that he had had 
enough of the "doodlebug" shuffle and resigned his long-time 
position to settle down with his wife and daughter. (John was 
later re-employed by Western as a supervisor in the Rocky 
Mountains -Ed.) Temporarily stepping into his shoes was 
"old-time" hand STEVE GALLUP. 

This time the doodlebug trail led us to dryer ground in 
Green River, Wyoming. Green River, like Buffalo, was a 
delightful change in scenery. Our program there took us to 
the northwest of Flaming Gorge National Recreation Area. 
To the jug handlers' dismay, however, a new seismic ob
tacle was encountered here-sagebrush, loads and loads of 

it, everywhere. The juggies battled it, and, as true doodle
buggers, they proved victorious. 

As seismic fate would have it, next Party 9 once again 
traveled to Kimball for a short two-week stay in the middle 
of April 1979. From Kimball we were off to Torrington, 
Wyoming, for a month's worth of program there. At this 
dme temporary Party Manager STEVE GALLUP went on 
leave, and our current party manager, RICK SMITH, took 
over. From there, in keeping tradition of Party 9, we shuffled 
back up to Buffalo to finish our original program. 

We finished up that prospect and were soon on the road 
'n. This time Party 9 landed in that "Old West Town" of 

heyenne, Wyoming. A two-month stay here was savored 
y all. What a treat it was: Stores were open even after we 

aot in from the field, and there were movies, clubs, rock and 
roll music, and the like. Ahhh! Civilization! What a 
pleasure! As one might imagine, moods soared, not to men
tion the production. Once again there were hardships, 
though. This time it was the weather. As Mother Nature 
would have it, several tornados ripped through the northern 

idential district of Cheyenne and nearby areas. The worst 

frHzlng, Party 
k tank la b•lng 

G.MSmlth 
Manag•r Rick 
Drtv.r V•nan 

Party 9 Driller Larry (Bear) Hakes ls pondering the snow situa· 
tlon at the spot in Wyoming where he Is about to drill a hole. 

one was viewed by most of the crew as it tore its way out of 
eastern Cheyenne, leaving much destruction behind in its 
path through the city. Some members of the crew were vic
timized by this natural disaster, including one of our 
drillers, who lost everything. That was the only real 
drawback to a pleasant and pleasing stay, however, and 
seismic life goes on. 

Before continuing, let us back up a few months, all of the 
way back to January and Gillette. It was there that Party 9 
underwent an interesting crew change. It was decided that 
the recording segment of the crew would be converted from 
48 to 96 trace. This was not, however, achieved by the con
ventional method of modifying the instruments. Instead we 
embarked upon an experimental project of stacking two 
48-trace recorders together to achieve our 96-trace status. 
This project was mainly accomplished by Instrument Super-
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How steep can that hill be? Very, 
say Party 9 Helpers Dan Grucella 
(from the left) , Tom Shackelton 
(back), Jeff Grucella, Mork Glass· 
hof (head), Driver Eric Knutson, 
Shooter Kevin Bresnahan, and Helper 
Tom Sarris, with a tilt to prove It. 

Sitting atop a plow while waiting 
to begin their work for Party 9 are 
Cable-truck Driver Jim Kithcart 
and Shooter Kevin Bresnahan. 

Doing some minor maintenance on 
his truck while waiting to be pulled 
out of a snowbank in Wyoming Is 
Party 9 truck Driver Mike Rosser. 
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Getting ready to go to the line on a 
leasant day In Wyoming ore Party 

: Cable-truck Drivers Mike {Kro) 
Kralicek (left) and Jim Kithcart. 

visor LEONARD HoYT; and, under his watchful eye, the bugs 
were finally worked out by Observers THOM KERR and RICK 
CALHOUN and Junior Observer CRAIG SNYDER. 

Now that we are caught up on all of that, let us return to 
Party 9's activities last August 5, when we made our way back 
across the state of Wyoming to the city of Evanston. Here 
we found extremely rough terrain, not to mention very bad 
digging. Amid the 260-foot gravel holes and the mountain
climbing type jugging, the crew personnel switch-and-swap 
game started. Our drill pusher, JOE KRA TER, and Drillers 
KEITH HOWELL, RICK and MIKE LUNDQUIST, JEFF BALL, and 
TBRRY SULLIVAN decided that it was time for a change of 

nery. We also lost some good hands from the recording 
crew, "perennial" DAVE WEBER, GREGG KINNEs, and CRAIG 
8A.MPsTEAD, who left to go back to college after spending 
the summer with us. 

The crew that developed both in Evanston and since mid
October here in Kimball includes our drill mechanic, GENE 

MITH, and Drillers LARRY (BEAR) HAKES, ART LONNBERG, 
DEVECCHIO, and ROGER STRONG, who stepped into 

DARBY'S shoes when he left us to continue his educa-
on. Also on the drill crew are Helpers ALAN KROSCHEL, 

(J. J. WORMSLY, III) RASSER, BILL RICHARDSON, DAVE 
R, and STAN HAAG. 

arty 9's key recording crew personnel has remained 
h the same over the past few months. It currently in

Observer THOM KERR, Junior Observer CRAIG SNY
~~o has stepped up to an "O" slot; GREG PEPPER, 
Joined us as cable pusher-junior observer; and long
hands from our Bismarck era, MARK C. (CHIP) ROACH, 

cable pusher-junior observer, and Shooter KEVIN 
R) BRESNAHAN. Cable-truck Drivers JIM KITHCART, 
(kRA) KRALICEK, and ERIC KNUTSON work with jug 
rs JEFF (BROOKS) PENDLETON; JACK BAILEY; the 

CllLLA brothers, JEFF and DAN; ToM SARRIS; MARK 
OF; and, returning to seismic life, TOM SHACKELTON, 

who took a short break from the action while his wife, 
MURRIE, bore his first son, JEDIDIAH. Getting us to and 
keeping us on line are Surveyor BoB THAYER and his 
helpers, CLYDE Gme, who has also recently become the 
proud father of a son, ZACKARRIA, and JoHN STRAMEL. 

Keeping that mountain of paperwork in the office down 
to a mere molehill is Field Clerk Boe SPENCER. The permit 
tasks are being performed by "old-timer" Boe ScHOEPPE, 
who is sitting in for BRENT BIXBY. BRENT transferred out to 
California to be with his wife, BETTY, when she has their 
second child. The party managing, of course, is by RICK 
SMITH. 

Well, we guess that about wraps it up. Besides what we 
have just written, we are sure that only a couple of million 

This Wyoming scenery Is fairly typica l of Porty 9's work a rea. 
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This Wyoming scenery Is fairly typica l of Porty 9's work a rea. 



things have escaped us, but at least you are caught up on 
some of the significant things that have happened in the last 
one and one-half years on Party 9. We have gone through the 
normal hardships and a few abnormal ones, the ordinary crew 
changes and the extraordinary; but, all in all, we have just 
been "shootin' 'em up." Sorry that we have been out of touch 
with you, but you know how it goes. We shall be writing to 
you again soon. Until then! 

PARTY 70- HONG KONG . 

BOB BROWN, Reporter 
THE CREW, Photographers 

Editor's Note: This report was intended for the Winter 
PROFILE but arrived too late to be included in it. 

FROM the ATLANTIC to the PACIFIC with PARTY 
70. Finally, after one year, crew members of the Kirsten 
Bravo have the time-and enough of a guilty conscience
to report the Kirsten's previous movements and present 
working location. We now have great pleasure in writing 
from Hong Kong, where we are currently (August) work
ing offshore the People's Republic of China and enjoying 
the diversified life styles of the Far East. 

During the last 12 months the Kirsten Bravo has visited 
such ports as Aberdeen and Lerwick in Scotland and Aarhus 
in Denmark, where the ship went into dry dock and the crew 
enjoyed the many delights of the local student bars and also 
took the opportunity to travel throughout Europe. 

Although he had to navigate a Force-IO storm in the 
North Sea, Captain FINN (DONALD DucK) PETERSEN brought 
the ship from Denmark to New Bedford, Massachusetts, 
where she was met by Party Manager RoN (OLD MAN) MANI
soN and Co-ordinator BOB (THE REVEREND) BROWN. The rest 
of the crew arrived after a well-deserved break. Assistant Co
ordinator BILL (HUGH HEFNER, JR.) JEFFRIES and Gunner BoB 

Relaxing at their favorite hangout In Belem, Brazil, are Porty 70 
Chief Navigator Hendrik Henkes (in no partlculor order), Party 
Manager Ron Manison, Navigator Steve Olsen, Junior Observer Neil 
Lybarger, Gunners Mark Langston and Keven Pringle, and Assistant 
Co·ordlnator Wally Wilks (seated by the door facing the camera). 

Junior Observer Nell Lybarger (on the drums) Is demonstrating his 
latest dance, "The Big Foot," to entertain Party 70 Gunner Randy 
Shelton (from the left), Observer Rondy Wurm, Assistant Party 
Manager Jim Culver , Gunner Rob Oakey, Junior Observer Richard 
Goble (bock to camera), and Navigator Steve Olsen (behind Nell) 
while the Kirsten Bravo Is being refueled in Galveston, Texas. 

(SELDOM) WoRKS were both ready to stock the ship with stores 
and spares after a vacation around the hot spots of Europe. 
Here we were also joined by Assistant Co-ordinator WALLY 
WILKS, a very experienced Western "doodlebugger." We all 
wish him well as co-ordinator of the Olga Bravo. 

After a short time spent off the coast of Massachusetts, 
Party 70 moved in October 1978 to Galveston, Texas, for an 
extended stay in the Gulf of Mexico, calling into such ports as 
Pascagoula, Mississippi, and Tampa and Pensacola, Florida, 
where Chief Digital Technician RICHARD (SLACK JAW) 
SENTER enjoyed the delights of Trader John's. 

Living up to the high standard of observing on the Kirsten 
Bravo, especially important in the Gulf of Mexico, were 
Observer DAN (J. D.) GOODMAN and Junior Observer NEIL 
LYBARGER, from the Hollis Hedburg. After his period of 
absence from marine crews we were pleased to greet Gunner 
DANNY TEUTSCH, who helped rig the Kirsten in Lear, Ger
many, in 1975, and Gunner RANDY SHELTER, who used to 
work on the Guljrex. 

Keeping a sharp lookout and playing cat and mouse wi 
rigs and shrimp boats was Party ?O's Danish ship crew, 
headed by Captain Poul Jorgensen and part-time artist an 
comic Chief Mate Palle Clemmensen, who fight a continua 
battle to keep the decks free of hydraulic oil. 

During our stay in the Gulf, Chief Cook JusTo JuMBO we 
back to Equador on vacation to tend his cattle, accompani 
by his nephew, Cook's Helper KLEBER JUMBO. With them o 

their return was Cook JAMIE SARANoo; so with the additional 
assistance of Cook's J-:Ielper ANGELO TORRES, the Kirsten can 
pride itself on havi~g a very varied menu, featuring 
Chinese, South American, Mexican, and European food, 
not forgetting the fresh, hot doughnuts and other goodies 
served throughout the week. 

After finishing work in the Gulf Party 70 moved to one 
of its old hunting grounds, Belem, Brazil, in March 1979. 
This move was very popular with Party 70, especially Gun
ner KEVEN (BTl) PRINGLE, Chief Gunner STEVE MARTIN 
and Gunner ANTONIO NAVRANJO (from Las Palmas) wh~ 
were reunited with friends from the year before. ' 

On arrival in Belem our chief navigator, HENDRIK 
HENKES, returned from break, having gone home to Hol
land to continue the construction of his yacht. All that we 
heard for weeks after his return was his grumbling over the 
escalating price of building one's own yacht. 

Many of our new hires from the U.S.A., notably Junior 
Observer RANDY WURM and Navigation Technician BoYcE 
LBE (formerly of the Anne Bravo), were regulars at the disco 
palace of Belem, The Pagode. Brazil was greatly enjoyed by 
all of the crew and was a good place for newly-hired Assistant 
Party Manager JIM (Too LATE) CULVER to meet Party 70. 
Ounner MARK SMENTEK and Navigation Technician JoHN 
V~ENBER?H (now with the Olga Bravo) took a break in 
Rio de Janeiro on the Copacabana. 

In keeping ~ith the Kirsten Bravo's policy of cultural 
exchange, an impromptu, traditional bluegrass musical 
concert was presented to the wide-eyed townsfolk of 
Belem. The hoedown was started in the ever-popular Park 
Restaur~nt, an op~n-air facility in the heart of the city. 
Performing on guitars were Instrument Supervisor BoB 
(BT2) GOERTZ, BOB WORKS, and DANNY TEUTSCH and 
Gunner MARK \MY DARLING) LANGSTON played b'anjo. 

he foot stomping and knee slapping were short-lived 
however, because the regularly-scheduled afternoon rain~ 
pr -empted the performance. Much to the dismay of the 
performers, no one stuck around for autographs. 

~·.~~•NKirsten Bravo bocks down to pick up coble in rough seas 

1 
orth Atlantic, Gunner Antonio Novranjo tokes to a safety 

:rw:1l;':~~atl(fn flrfanother big wove as Assistant Co·ordino· 
s ar e t) and Co·ordlnotor Bob Brown look on. 

While the Kirsten Bravo is in transit from Brazil, Porty 70 Gun· 
ners Donny Teutsc~. (fro~ the left) , Mork Langston, and Mork 
Smentek do a little plckln and grinnln' " to entertain themselves. 

B~l~w are several verses from a song written by our 
musicians on board. The Coolin' Tube Blues originates 
from a part on our gun system. 

COOLIN' TUBE BLUES 

By Bob Works 

Had a big boss that yells, 
The other just grins, 
One sits in a chair, 
Don't know where to begin, 
Lordy, Lord, I got the coolin' tube blues. 

We come into port 
For just an hour or two, 
To get bread and water 
And a couple more fools 
Quick, turn on my purge: I got the coolin' tube blues. 

I'd quit this ole job 
In a minute or two, 
But Curlee says no 
Or my mother is through, 
Lordy, Lord, I got the coolin' tube blues. 

The Pear's on the back deck 
Got tape on his shoes ' 
The tape's getting tight, 
And his face's turnin' blue, 
Lordy, Lord, thought I had the coolin' tube blues. 

Too soon for the crew our stay in Belem came to an end· 
and, after many tear-ridden goodbys, the Kirsten headed 
back to the Gulf of Mexico. After only a couple of months 
however, the news came through that Party 70 was on th~ 
way ~o Hong Kong to work off the coast of China. 

With the prospect of a two-and-a-half-month transit 
Party Manager RoN MANISON was able to allow quite a fe~ 
of the crew off on break. Our resident Kiwi, Gunner RoB 
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things have escaped us, but at least you are caught up on 
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-Party 70 Gunners Danny Teutlch (foreground , left) and Bob Works 
entertain In the Park Bar In Belem , Braxll, for both crew members 
and local residents, including the two unidentified men at right. 

OAKEY, took this opportunity to look around the U.S.A. 
Boa BROWN went off to his second home, Bangkok, to be 
met later by BILL JEFFRIES, Boa WORKS, DANNY TEUTSCH, 
and, newly-transferred from the deserts of Saudi Arabia, 
Hydraulic Mechanic IAN (JocK) MILNE. Many members of 
Party 70 were sent to schools to study certain aspects of the 
Kirsten's instruments. Junior Observers RICK GABLE and 
RANDY WURM, for example, were taught the intricacies of 
vacuum tape decks. 

There were extensive modifications to the guns, and per-
sonnel arrived and departed the Kirsten Bravo at each port 
during the ship's trip to Hong Kong by way of the Panama 
Canal, Honolulu, and Guam. Some persons made the whole 
voyage, notably our chief steward, BRUCE (THE PEAR) MAc
SATA, and Gunner KEVIN (CLEAR) HASTINGS. 

New additions to the crew here in Hong Kong include 
Chief Digital Technician ROYCE LANDMAN, from the Olga 
Bravo, and new hires Technician MIKE ALTMANN, Junior 
Observers MIKE KIM and Rurz TABORA, and Navigation 
Technician ToM DIRR. 

Party 70 would like to take this opportunity to thank In-
strument Supervisor Boa GOERTZ and Geoscience Engineer 
LARRY WAGNER for their help throughout the last year. Our 
thanks go also to the Danish ship crews for their continual 
willingness to help when the chips are down. 

PARTY F-69-WOLF POINT, MONTANA 

WES KNIGHT, Reporter 
GRAHAM CURLETT, Photographer 

The first day of operations for Party F-69 in the United 
States was on May 29 when Safety Supervisor JIM Nms and 
Party Manager WES KNIGHT ventured from Calgary to the 
bright lights of Belfield, North Dakota, to establish a 
foothold for the crew. Headquarters were set up in downtown 
Belfield with Clerk MEREDITH LOVETT holding the fort for 
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Above- Party Manager Wes Knight Is straightening out 
some details for Party F·69 whlle In Belfleld, North Dakota. 

Below- Party F-69 Surveyor Don Repp (In profile) and Sur· 
veyor's Helper Ed Loven work on survey notes for the crew. 

part of the season and J.OIIN NAYLOR and GRAHAM CURLETT 
keeping the records straight the rest of the time. 

Out of the Canadian far north wandered Surveyors JIM 
POWERS and IAN PEACE, along wi th Permit Agent JAKE 
FRIESEN, a veteran of previous southern excursions. Super
visor ED LORENOWICZ also came from Canada to be with 
Party F-69. Recruited from various colleges to aid the 
surveyors were JOHN THIEL, ANDREW SEMPLE, and SCOTT 
BURNS. They were later replaced by RENAE MYERS and 
BETSY BOYD, local hires, and WAYNE HYNES and ED LovEN, 
from Alberta. 

Anxious to be in the middle of things, Party F-69 drillers 
were close behind, led by that veteran of many campaigns, 
WILBUR W. Rn.EY, known to his boys as "Uncle Wilby." 
Usually to be found controlling the pool table in the Rough
rider after a tough day in the sunshine and fresh air were 
Drillers JOHN LANDMAN' RA y ANDERSON' LLOYD INGRAM, 
and BERT VAN BEKKUM. 

Once again colleges were raided for helpers; and BRIAN 
FEIGHT, CLAYTON WESTBROOK, JAMES EBISCH, and BARRY 
KANE answered the call for Party F-69. Upon their return to 
school they were replaced by PHIL ADAMS, RICK GILL, GREG 
INGRAM, RON BROWN, and DANNY TROUTE, who came south 
to the rescue, along with locals GERALD STEIER and DAVE 
JONES. Making sure that the rigs had plenty of water were 
JoHN Sun-rnRLAND, JIM ScoTT, and, most recently, MIKE 
NASH. 

Shooting up the miles for Party F-69 under the command 
of CLEM WOLFATER and assistant DON CROWELL was Shooter 
MARK LA w, from Kansas. Once more we went to the schools 
of America and came away with Recording Helpers ROBERT 
MURRAY, MARK LEHRER, DON BECK, KENT TURNIDGE, ALAN 
UEtz, DAVID LANSBURY, EDWARD HOLLINGER, JR., DAVID 
WRIGHT, and PATRICK UECKERT, who, along with MARV 
ROWLAND and JOHN BROWN, were taught the tricks of the 
trade by head Lineman FRANK (HIPPY) TEBRAKE. When the 

e came for the majority of these persons to hi t the books 
ce again, the ranks of Party F-69 were replenished from the 
kwoods of Alberta with Shooter EMILE CoTE and Helpers 

ABAR, WENDELL BEFUS, TERRY KNIGHT, FRED PFIS-

Party F·69 Llne·truck Driver Frank TeBrake (left) and Recording 
Helper Dave Kadlec take a moment from their work In North Dakota. 

Shooter Emile Cote (left) and Shooter's Helper Brian Abar reload 
a hole while working with Party F·69 near Belfield , North Dakota. 

TERER, SHANE GALE, DAVE KADLEC, Ross MoXAM, JANE 
ORMSBY, JoHN WEBSTER, and WADE SMITH. 

The Bad Lands of North Dakota are appropriately named 
bu~ on the odd occasion that was not the term used to de~ 
scnbe the terrain by Mechanics JIM HILL and JoE BoKA. 

~arty F-69 has moved to Wolf Point, Montana, for a short 
assignment before the Canadian personnel head north to dif-
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e came for the majority of these persons to hi t the books 
ce again, the ranks of Party F-69 were replenished from the 
kwoods of Alberta with Shooter EMILE CoTE and Helpers 

ABAR, WENDELL BEFUS, TERRY KNIGHT, FRED PFIS-

Party F·69 Llne·truck Driver Frank TeBrake (left) and Recording 
Helper Dave Kadlec take a moment from their work In North Dakota. 
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ferent crews and places. Our surveyor is now HENRI UNVER
RICHT, and our front office boasts LAURA NASH a5 clerk. It was 
a good summer with a lot of new faces and places, a fine crew, 
and a job well done. Thanks, take care, and keep smilin'! 

PARTY 172-GULF Of MEXICO 

CRAIG A. KEEFNER, Reporter 
GREG K. FOSSEN, Photographer 

The past year has been a very colorful one for the Hollis 
Hedberg and Party 172. From dry dock in Morgan City, 
Louisiana, with New Orleans next door, to Venezuela, 
Aruba, and San Francisco, Party 172 has seen many 

Above-Party 172's Hollis Hedberg 
is waiting for a new coat of paint 
that she will receive In dry dack In 
Morgan City, Louisiana. The ship 
went Into dry dock in January 1979. 
Right-The dry-dock work Is nearly 
completed on the Hollis Hedberg. 

# 

historic and picturesque areas of the Western world and 
enjoyed their breaks in those places. 

In January (1979) the Hedberg arrived in Morgan City 
for dry dock, and various changes were made before work 
was completed in March. During that time the crew ex
plored New Orleans and generally enjoyed the advantages 
of "landlubbing. " 

After a shakedown cruise the Hedberg headed for sunny 
Venezuela and the Caribbean Sea. With Puerto La Cruz as 
our base, Party 172 spent the next few months discovering 
the secrets of Venezuela. Co-ordinator JoHN KosTANic 
relished a dish called calamari, an octopus and squid dinner 
hard to beat, while many of the crew, such as Chief Digital 
Technician ToM O'BRIEN and Digital Technician DAVE 
ALEXANDER, spent their time on the nice beaches savoring 
the local beer, oysters on the half shell, and the sun. Along 
the beach native Venezuelans could be found relaxing, sell
ing oysters and beer, and occasionally taking a pig (that is 
right) for a cheery saunter along the Caribbean. Party 172 
Programmer PAUL PEARSON visited Angel Falls deep in the 
jungles of Venezuela and marveled at the spectacular 
beauty of it all from a small plane. The falls are so high 
that the mountain water turns to mist before reaching the 
bottom. PAUL was very impressed and vowed to return 
again, though next time via a five-day canoe trip up river. 

The Hedberg having completed its work off the coast of 
Venezuela by the end of June, we bade farewell to the 
jungle paradise and packed up and left for Aruba, a small 
island in the Netherland Antilles. Aruba, a tourist para
dise, boasted lavish casinos, white-sand beaches, and lux
urious hotels by the sea. Party 172 checked into the nicest 
hotel, and for three days we gladly played the role of rich 
and erudite jet setters on vacation. Gun Mechanic VICTOR 
SHAMMAS, Gun Operator BoB JAMES, summer Co-ordinator 
Boe CHEGWIN, JoHN KosTANIC, and Party Manager DEAN 
GooDMAN were wearing their best when they confidently 
entered the friendly confines of the casino. Three hours later 
they were all seen running out of the casino clad in borrowed 
beach towels, except for DEAN, the lone survivor. 

Other activities, not so chancy, were snorkeling and 
scuba diving, and Programmer JIM FRITZ and Observer 
ScoTT WooDARD rented some equipment and avidly explored 
the clear, blue waters of the Caribbean. Several of Party 

Thia Is a view from the Melia Hotel In Puerto La Crux Venexuela 
where Party 172 members spent some shore hours b~tween visit~ 

172's crew rented motorcycles and explored the less
opulated areas of the island, observing the native Indians 
d. the numerous wild goats as they went. Inevitably our 

1bbean "holiday" wound to an end, and the Hollis 
'et.Iberg ~ea~ed on to California via the Panama Canal. 

fter p1ckmg up supplies in Los Angeles, we worked our 
Y nort~ to San Francisco and took a much-anticipated 

~all m "T~e City." All of us on Party 172 managed t: ~w t~ enJOY ourselves while in San Francisco. One :h a~onte watering holes was Corporal Henry Africas. 
~also proved popular with Gunners MARK ELSDEN 

I 
EMEYER, BOBBY MORRIS, and p AUL GREEN along' 

oureadt h .. • h - ec ruc1an.-to-be, GREG FossEN, and the rest of 
0 prefer to remam nameless. 
istant Obs 1 T . bile 

0 
. erver JM AUZJN opted for a dnve south 

ous n his way to s.a~ J os~ caught a glimpse of the 
Roa~ Ranger dnvmg his white truck loaded with 

1 
e5.~nd 011 for stranded motorists. He is reputed to 
t~:ter wrenc~ with the rescued motorist. Hi ho. 
e 

1 
Co-ordmator STEVE CARTER chose to mingle 

coco;rful crowd along Fisherman's Wharf in San 
~t ren he reached Musician's Row, with its side
r c!e s, he was surprised to find Party 172 Junior 
for RAIO KEEFNER, guitar in hand, hard at work. 

your last quarter STEVE 
Uy th ' · e last night in port rolled around, and a 

to the beaches, mountains , and deserts of northern Venexuela 
Puerto La Crux was Party 172's first stop after a shakedown cruise: 

get-together :was arranged at a local watering hole. Instru
ment Supervisor BoB GOERTZ stopped by to say hello as did 
FRED McKrRACHAN. An eminently satisfying evening was 
had by all , and the next morning the Hedberg headed for 
Galveston, Texas. 

Party 172 Gun Mechanic Marie Elsden (from the left) , Third Mate 
Collin .Reynolds, and Co-ordinator John Kostanic are engaged In 
a spirited game of cribbage In the galley of the Hollis Hedberg. 
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Right-The massive hull of the Hol
lis Hedberg 11 revealed In this 
photo, as well as the reasons for 
her seaworthy grace and stoblllty. 
Below-The Hollis Hedberg 's onboard 
proceulng equipment enables the 
crew to have the results of surveys 
ready every time Party 172 docks. 

After refueling in Los Angeles, the Hedberg sailed for 
Galveston, arriving three weeks later. Observer DENNIS 
How ARD was on hand to meet the ship as was BoB JAMES, 
back from break in Tasmania, Australia. In Galveston Boe, 
the internationally-renowned kookaburra caller, held yet 
another audience spellbound with his perfect rendition of 
the mating call of the bird. Newcomers RICK DROUILLARD 
and MIKE PERDUE also joined us and already look right at 

I 

home. Veteran BRIAN ORAHOSKE said goodby as he re
turned to school, and we all wish him the best. 

It has been a good year for Party 172. We look forward 
to more good times in the future and wish those hard
working marine crews and everyone in Western the same. 
We also congratulate MARK and ANNIE ELsDEN on their 
recent marriage. 

PARTY V-23-MANDAN, NORTH DAKOTA 

BRAD SMITH, Reporter 
BRUCE TISSERAT, Photographer 

Party V-23 is firmly entrenched in Mandan, North Da
kota, doing our part to ease the energy crunch as of this 
writing (December). The summer months are gone now, and 
the two 100 +-mile months we accomplished are behind us; 
but the crew, well seasoned by now, will continue to 
produce in the severe winter months ahead. 

Party V-23 is ably led by a veteran seismographer, Party 
Manager R. L. (DICK) STEIBER, who puts the emphasis on 
production without sacrificing quality. Assisting D1cK in 
the office with the paperwork and the various crew func· 
tions is Field Clerk MARC SELOVER, a transplant from 
Arizona, who was heard to remark the other day, "What is 
that white stuff on the ground?" Permit Agent BRAD 
SMITH, who came to us from Red Bluff, California, find 
that obtaining permits in North Dakota is a challenge, not 
without frustrations but satisfying nevertheless. 

Field operations are overseen by our new observer 
JERRY LAWSON, who was promoted in December whe 
DON (DAK) HOFFART was transferred to Colorado. we wis 
DAK the best in his new assignment but are confident th 
the Party V-23 observer duties are in good hands. Aiding 

instructing the recording crew are Junior Observer BRUCE 
TIS.5ERAT and newly-promoted Cable Pusher JERRY REISER. 
The backbone of this P!oduc~ion-minded crew is the persons 
who move the cable, mcludmg Cable-truck Drivers STEVE 
(SPEEDY) LOHN and PERRY (PERCY) ROEHRICH; Juggies AN
TONE STANEK, MARK GIERKE, JOHN GIERKE, SAM BUCKLEY, 
KEVIN HOPFAUF, JEFF SOLBERG, PAUL PRESLER, and CARY 

llght-Party V-23'1 helpers are starting another 
llaJ at the beginning of a brisk North Dakota winter. 

;,Vibrator Mechanic Ed Phelps stands on the 
f Party V-23'1 recording truck a1 he takes a 
rom his work In North Dakota. Below rlght
r Operator Pete Finck returns to his vehicle 
mlddle of a snowy scene In North Dakota. 

McINTOSH; and Juggettes JULIE OGLESBY, GERI PFLEGER, and 
JUDY PFLEGER. We consider ourselves fortunate to have as 
our_cable repairman Observer ROGER HOLMBERG, who quick
ly fixes t?e cables and flyers and returns them to the field. 

The ~1brators are under the supervision of Vibrator 
Mechanic ED PHELPS. ED, who came to us from Alaska in 
July, keeps our "vibs" in top shape with the aid of Vibrator 

Left-Helpers Cary Mcintosh (from 
the left), Judy Pfleger (back to the 
camera), Perry Roehrich, Gerl 
Plleger, Sam Buckley, Marie Glerlce, 
and John Glerlce have returned to 
their home base following a long. 
full day's work for Party V·23 In 
the rugged hills of North Dakota. 
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Surveyor Colvin Call (fourth from the left) Is explolnlng the 
drlve·around1 on the new line to Porty V-23 Observer Jerry Lawson 
(from the left), Juggette Julie Oglesby, Field Clerk Marc Selover , 
Party Manager Dick Steiber, and Coble-truck Driver Steve Lohn. 

Operators EUGENE GASMANN, PETE (ScHPETE) FINCK, JASON 
NOVODVORSKY, and BILL UPHAM. 

Laying out the line in front of the recording crew are 
Party V-23 Surveyor CALVIN CALL and his assistants, JIM 
TERNES and DoN ROBERTS. Since his recent promotion to 
head surveyor, CALVIN has done an excellent job of keep
ing ahead and compiling accurate elevations. 

The crew heard wedding bells twice in 1979, with JERRY 
LAWSON and SHERI JOHNSON tying the knot in September and 
JERRY REISER and "FRANKIE" KRAFT also going down the 
aisle. The REISERS have a new arrival in the family, a son, 
SHAWN MICHAEL, and are very happy about this. Another 
future "doodlebugger" was brought into the world by CALVIN 
and JoANN CALL, and now we find that their son, MARSHALL, 
will be joined later this year by a sibling. 

Despite the long, never-ending days, the spirit is good on 
Party V-23. After hours crew members socialize together 
and take advantage of the Bismarck-Mandan nightlife 
because, when the work is done, Party V-23 knows how to 
party! 

PARTY V-24-RAWLINS, WYOMING • 

W. RANDY SYME, Reporter 

If you like wind, snow, and cold, then Party V-24 is the 
crew for you. Rawlins, Wyoming, where we are currently 
working, has all of that and much less. We have not always 
been in Rawlins, however. January 1979 saw us in North 
Dakota and from there we "spiked" around the regions of 
Nebraska, Kansas, Colorado, and lower Wyoming. With the 
coming of springtime we settled in Montana for a summer 
stay. 

Party Manager R. V. (BoB) JIRSCHELE arrived on Party 
V-24 in August, making our Montana operations run 
smoothly. BOB, along with Observer KEITH (MAc) McIN
TOSH, Surveyor KURT SKOOG, Permit Agent CARL B. SIVAGE, 

and Vibrator Mechanic A. LEE MEITZEN, has done an ex
cellent job of keeping both the clients and the er~~ h~ppy, 

Solving most of the permit problems has been . a piece of 
cake" for Permit Agent CARL SrvAGE. CARL surpnsed every
one by announcing that he had reached the grand age of 65 in 
October; so Party V-24 had a big cake prepared for him, and 
the 65 candles on it lighted the room with our love for this 
man. When CARL successfully blew out the candles, Bon 
JrascHELE presented him with a gold pocket watch in tribute 
to his birthday and in appreciation of his more than 30 years 
of service with Western. We all wish him many more happy 
years. 

Surveyor KURT SKOOG has been working closely with CARL 
to give himself and Rodmen DEAN (DINO) SCHOCK, BRIAN 
(WALDO) WALLACE, and our field-clerk-turned-rodman, 
STEVE MASSIE, plenty of lines to do. The Montana country
side was good to the surveyors, so good, in fact, that they 
occasionally traveled to neighboring crews to briefly help 
them out. Replacing STEVE as field clerk was W. RANDY 
SYME. Everyone welcomed RANDY, who came to us from the 
Denver shop. His abilities will be missed in Denver but are 
greatly appreciated here on Party V-24. 

The rolling hills around Glendive, Montana, made driving 
easy for Jug-truck Drivers DWAIN CLAPSADDLE, GEORGE 
WALTER, and LOREN DAME. They, along with Cable Pusher 
BLAKE (YAK) LEHMBERG, keep all of our juggies and juggettes 
hopping. The "geophone placement engineers" include 
TIMOTHY GRANLIE, ERIKA FREY, BONNIE SMITH, CHARLENE 
MIKKELSON, JOEL WINGERTER, CINDY SMITH, DALE 
CARPENTER, PEGGY BARTH, and TIM WITTERSHEIM. They 
have been doing a fine job of keeping line laid out for Ob
server MAc McINTOSH and Junior Observers Iv AN V ANDER 
ESCH and "Quick" CLAUDE MASSEE. During our first stay in 
Roundup, Montana, Iv AN fell in love with the "town" and has 
been going back on every break, but we all know that it is not 
just the town he loves. Speaking of love, "Quick" CLAUDE 
married CATHRINE LOUISE W AYco on December 28. They 
make a very lively couple, and we all wish them luck in their 
many years ahead. . 

Almost every vibrator mechanic wants new eqmpment. 
Upon Party V-24's arrival in Rawlins the week after Thank.s
giving, Mechanic LEE MEITZEN got his wish; but turning 1~ 
our old vibrators was not the easy task that he thought 1t 
would be. LEE, along with Vibrator Operators BRIAN TAT· 
MAN, JOHN NEWMAN, DENNIS COLEMAN, and LARRY MYERS 

and trainee SAMUEL CRABB, were stranded in Douglas, Wy
oming, during the Thanksgiving snowstorm. The snowstorm 
closed all of the roads around Douglas and forced the men to 
have Thanksgiving dinner in a local restaurant. Every day, 
with true Western determination, they searched for a road 
out of town; and finally, after being stranded for seven da~, 
they found an open road and headed for Denver to swi~ch.VI· 
brators. The same snowstorm stranded Party V-24 s JUI 
trucks in Sheridan, Wyoming, but for only five days. Still •. 
of the drivers, along with BoB JIRSCHELE and his WI~ 
CHERYL, enjoyed Thanksgiving dinner at the Sheridan I 
smorgasbord. 

Now Party V-24 is in Rawlins fighting the wind, th~ snow 
and high rent. No matter what the odds are agru~t 
however, we shall always get the job done with a srrule. 
you next time and hope you had a good winter. 

PARTY FV-46-TABER, ALBERTA. 

MIKE MAGUIRE, Reporter 
ROLAND TANG, Photographer 

After spending some time down in Wolf Point, Montana, 
with Parties FV-45 and FV-47, Party Manager JIM HENRY 
returned to Alberta, Canada, to get his old crew, Party 
FV-46, on the road again. 

The first assignment for Party FV-46 after "spring break" 
was a three-week job in Taber, Alberta. After a long holiday 
Observers BRIAN YOUNG and DAN Sw AINSTON and the rest 
of the men were ready to return to work and put some 
money back in their pockets. Everything went quite 
smoothly in Taber; and when we were done, we moved up 
to Rimbey and Olds to pick up a few more miles there. 
These were both short jobs, and within a week or so we 
moved south again to an area outside Lethbridge. At this 
point the crew had to l~ave th.e hotels and the girls and start 
getting used to camp hfe agam. 

No sooner had we moved in, however, than we had to take 
some time off due to the fact that it rained overnight and left 
the camp under almost a foot of water. Camp Attendant BILL 
KBISO was prepared for the water, but Recording Helpers 
ROBERT MCKENNA, HAROLD MILNER, YVON Ross, DON 
MACCANNELL, GARY TRENHOLM, and LEE EDDY were quite 
happy to be able to take time to go home and obtain some 
more suitable footwear. Upon their return we started the 

Ing their bocks (mostly) 
west wind In Alberta, 
Party FV°"" survey cr.w 

Sullivan (from the 
nk Issac: and Surveyan 
and hmle MacDonald. 

program, which was all road allowances. This made the 
going quite easy for Line Drivers ScoTT WILSON, DoN 
HENRY, and HARRY Cox, who are more accustomed to the 
cutlines and mountains in the west-central parts of Alberta. 
Mechanic JoFRIEo PODEHL was also pleased with this for he is 
also used to the mountain country, along with the repairs and 
breakdowns that go with it. 

This job, however, was not the easiest for Party FV-46 
Surveyors ROLAND TANG and BERNIE MACDONALD and 
their helpers, FRANK ISAAC and GREG LOVEN. The going 
was also slow for Permit Agent KEN NICHOLS as this was 
the time for the sugar-beet harvest and the farmers were 
rarely at home. KEN did manage to get the job done by 
doing most of the permitting at night. 

Along with the vibrating crew Party FV-46 also had a 
weathering crew that took care of the velocity testing for 
us. Leading the way were Driller KEVIN STROICH and his 
helper, LAWSON WHITEFISH. Close behind them Observer 
BRUCE HARE, Junior Observer ROGER DORSCHEID, Shooter 
STEVE TAYLOR, Line Driver DERRYL GALES, and Helpers 
OWEN STARRATT and RICK TILL did the actual testing. 
Sometimes they got too close and had to wait for KEVIN to 
get a good lead again. Other than this it went quite smoothly 
and quickly, and the weathering crew was finished two 
weeks ahead of the vibrator crew. 

When the vibrator crew did finish, we moved once more 
this time into the hills west of Nanton. This was a welcom~ 
change for Party FV-46 Vibrator Operators DAVE LEE, 

Left- Party Manager Jim Henry 11 
parked next to a pumping station , 
one of many in the area In which 
Party FV-46 ls currently working. 
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Surveyor Colvin Call (fourth from the left) Is explolnlng the 
drlve·around1 on the new line to Porty V-23 Observer Jerry Lawson 
(from the left), Juggette Julie Oglesby, Field Clerk Marc Selover , 
Party Manager Dick Steiber, and Coble-truck Driver Steve Lohn. 

Operators EUGENE GASMANN, PETE (ScHPETE) FINCK, JASON 
NOVODVORSKY, and BILL UPHAM. 

Laying out the line in front of the recording crew are 
Party V-23 Surveyor CALVIN CALL and his assistants, JIM 
TERNES and DoN ROBERTS. Since his recent promotion to 
head surveyor, CALVIN has done an excellent job of keep
ing ahead and compiling accurate elevations. 

The crew heard wedding bells twice in 1979, with JERRY 
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JERRY REISER and "FRANKIE" KRAFT also going down the 
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because, when the work is done, Party V-23 knows how to 
party! 

PARTY V-24-RAWLINS, WYOMING • 

W. RANDY SYME, Reporter 

If you like wind, snow, and cold, then Party V-24 is the 
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stay. 
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TOSH, Surveyor KURT SKOOG, Permit Agent CARL B. SIVAGE, 

and Vibrator Mechanic A. LEE MEITZEN, has done an ex
cellent job of keeping both the clients and the er~~ h~ppy, 

Solving most of the permit problems has been . a piece of 
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Surveyor KURT SKOOG has been working closely with CARL 
to give himself and Rodmen DEAN (DINO) SCHOCK, BRIAN 
(WALDO) WALLACE, and our field-clerk-turned-rodman, 
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would be. LEE, along with Vibrator Operators BRIAN TAT· 
MAN, JOHN NEWMAN, DENNIS COLEMAN, and LARRY MYERS 
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PARTY FV-46-TABER, ALBERTA. 

MIKE MAGUIRE, Reporter 
ROLAND TANG, Photographer 
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MACCANNELL, GARY TRENHOLM, and LEE EDDY were quite 
happy to be able to take time to go home and obtain some 
more suitable footwear. Upon their return we started the 
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Sometimes they got too close and had to wait for KEVIN to 
get a good lead again. Other than this it went quite smoothly 
and quickly, and the weathering crew was finished two 
weeks ahead of the vibrator crew. 
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Above- Party FV-46 Cook Max Beaton (right) gives Cook's 
Helper Jae Doiron some advice as he fixes another meol. 

Below- Party FV-46 Observers Brian Young (left) and Bruce 
Hare have just plugged the cables into the recording truck. 

STEVE JoUDREY, KEITH NEARING, and LLOYD PETERSEN as 
they were beginning to get a little bored looking at roads 
and open fields. Because of the long hours and the rugged 
hills, the men had acquired quite an appetite by the time 
they came in from the field. Cook MAX BEATON and his 
helper, JoE DOIRON, however, managed to satisfy the 
crew's immense hunger. 

The work around Nanton lasted for a few weeks, and 
then Party FV-46 returned to Taber, where we had started. 
At this time KEITH NEARING moved to another crew, and 
LEE EDDY was his willing replacement. Vibrator Technician 
ALF BURDICK has divided his time between teaching LEE some 
of the "ups and downs" of the "shakers" and keeping the vi
brators all in good running condition during the day. After 
the crew has finished for the day, Nightman JoHN NICHOLLS 
takes over and makes sure that the vibrators are fueled and 

Above- Field Clerk Mike Mogulre (left) and Observer Bruce 
Hare are in Party FV-46's field office in southern Alberta . 

Below- The crew's shop truck and vibrator head for the 
field during a high wind and dust storm in southern Alberta. 

ready to go the next morning. JoHN's position as nightman is 
temporary for he will become a vibrator technician as soon 
as the opportunity arises. He also has run supplies for the 
camp since our regular supplyman, BILL WHITS, 
discovered that he had a bone chip in his ankle and had t 
have a cast put on his foot. 

Back in camp Party FV-46 Field Clerk MlKE MAGUI 
takes care of all of the paperwork, such as payroll, expens 
and the writing of this Party Pickings report for the PRO 

It appears that "indoors" is the place to be around he 
Lately the winds have been reaching well over 100 kilomet 
(62 miles) per hour; so the crew has spent a good ?eal 
time in camp. This was fine the first time as it ga 
everyone a chance to catch up on chores, such as laund 
and the like, but now they would like to get back to wor 

If and when we finish here, which should be arou 

mid-January, we shall move up to Drayton Valley to com
plete part of the program that -:ve started last winter (1978). 
party FV-46 had a good year m 1979, and we are looking 
forward to some more good times in 1980. 

PARTY 63-LONDON •.• 

HOWARD H. PETERS, Reporter 

The Karen Bravo, Party 63, has traveled and shot many 
miles since our last report for the PROFILE. The main prob
lem that prevents us from reporting more often is that most 
of our time is spent at sea working or traveling. 

Party 63 had some changes during the last year. Party 
Manager Russ STANLAND was promoted to assistant super
visor to ease the work load of Supervisor J. D. (DANNY) 
STEGALL, and Party Manager HOWARD H. (SLIM) PETERS 
transferred from Party 102 to take over Party 63. 

Among the many places that we visited last year were 
berdeen, Scotland, "the Morgan City of Britain," and the 
hetland Islands; but most of the summer we worked off
hore western Ireland. Aberdeen and the Shetlands are like 

second homes to most of the crew of the Karen Bravo. While 
we worked off the west coast of Ireland, we used Galway and 

oynes as base ports. Galway is well known to the Karen 
Bravo, but it was the first time that we had been in Foynes. 

oynes is a very small town up the Shannon River. It has 
ne hotel, which is situated over one of the two pubs in the 

town. The people there are very friendly, and we think that 
ey will remember our well-behaved crew. 

he high point of the summer for Party 63 was working 
f Spain for one month. Our base there was El Ferrol in 
rthern Spain, and the crew welcomed the sunshine for a 

ge. El Ferrol is the town where General Francisco Fran-
was born. We used Western's new navigation system for 
program, set up by Navigation Supervisor BRIAN HARDY, 

O came from London. Navigation Engineer REG ROBERTS, 
tion Technician CHARLES STEVENS, III, and Senior 

~tor BILL WARD ran the shore station, with a little help 
Pany Manager SLIM PETERS, while Navigation Techni
KEN CLARK and PETER HOWLAND kept the Karen Bravo 

63 Or-ordinator RICHARD E. (DICK) RoWIAND's wife, 
CES, had ~n operation while Richard was in Spain; so we 
to send him home. We are glad to say that everything 
well, and FRANCES is fine now. Assistant Co-ordinator 

TEVEN returned from vacation to take over the crew 
ICK, with the help of Assistant Co-ordinator GORDON 
The recording room was run by Digital Technician 

DoWNEs, Observer HARLEY WYATT, and Helpers JOHN 
'.c?LIN TAYLOR, MIKE WARWICK, and ToNY GuN-

~dmg the excellent food on board were Cook 
LIA and Cook's Helper EDWIN DOCHERTY. Those 

hers on break while in Spain were Navigation 
JOHN STRAUGHAN and Cook JAMES EASTCROFT. 

~rospect was completed, we had a well-deserved 
th m El Ferrol. A good time was had by all. 
~~aren Bra~o-s . r~turn to the North Sea we have 

of new htres JOm us as helpers, including GIMMI 

PARISE, TONY DAWSON, JAMES HINWOOD, DAVID MERSON, 
and MIKE MOUNTAIN. Cook TONY MALONE also has come 
aboard. 

The Karen Bravo is run by our excellent Danish ship's crew 
of Master John Poulsen, from the Feroe Islands; Master 
Nordsted Sorenson; Mates Erik Phil and Mils Larsen· and 
Engineers Ove Pederson, Carl Ostergard, and K. Faus~n. 

The Karen Bravo went into the shipyard on January 15 for 
a re-fit and air gun rig-up. At this time we of Party 63 would 
like to wish everyone in Western a belated Happy New 
Year! So long for now. 

PARTY 177-TALARA, PERU 

W. SCOTT GEARY, Reporter 
JEFF P. KLORER, Photographer 

In spite of popular opinion, "Uncle Vic's" favorite ship, 
the Western Beacon, is still afloat and doing a great job. 
Party 177's present prospect is in Talara, Peru; our territory, 
however, has covered the entire northwestern and south
western coasts of South America. 

Talara, a small town located about 500 miles north of 
Lima, features a desert environment of sand, rock, and 
more sand and utterly devoid of vegetation. This seems to 
be a typical town in which "doodlebuggers" find them
selves; that is, it contains three restaurants, always out of 
cold beer; stories of pretty girls, who can never be found; 
and persons with little tolerance for our charismatic 
characters who arrive in Talara after being out on the ship 
for 10 to 20 days. This is all only in jest because if one is 
lucky enough to catch one of the few flights out and then 
make it to Lima, paradise awaits. 

Heading the crew is Party Manager CONRAD JOHNSON. 
Through his endless hours of work, frustrations, and ex
perience, he manages to pull it all together and complete 
the contracts that we receive. Assisting CONRAD on Party 
177 is ScoTT GEARY, who, although new to marine crews, 
has managed to blend into the confusion. GARFIELD CREW 
is the co-ordinator of the Western Beacon. In spite of his 
sleepless efforts to navigate around the numerous fishing 

Party 177 Co-ordinator Garfield Crew is in his favorite seat in the 
Western Beacon 's wheelhouse as the Beacon 's engineer, Patric 
Sikorski , is ignoring the camera to work on the next requisition. 
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boats (with their fetish for tail buoys) and the many unlit 
offshore platforms and, of course, guide us through the 
thrills of shallow water and strange crosscurrents, he is still 
a cheerful person to work around. 

Captain JEFF KLORER has mastered the art of sliding 
through these obstacles, in addition to the side shuffling 
between mud boats at the abandoned docks at which we 
find ourselves; and he still retains a sense of humor. MILES 
SWENSON, our relief captain and chief engineer, is always a 
great asset in every respect and has the knack of arriving 
just at the critical moment. Aided by ToM WIEBER and 
PATRIC SIKORSKI, the marine crew, with its tape, glue, 
solder, and hundreds of telexes, manages to keep the lux
urious Beacon afloat and running. 

Our head navigator, TERRY POLA, not only has been 
responsible for keeping the Beacon in perfect navigational 
status but has renamed just about every stranger in South 
America "Senor Sport." His counterpart, DAVID RICHTER, 
the navigational co-ordinator, has the thankless job of 
keeping the signal strong. His thick Australian accent 
gracefully twists the Spanish language around, and some
how he gets the point across to whereby he keeps up to five 
stations in service. BRIAN LALLEMENT and CRAIG LE BLANC 
compose the rest of the navigational crew helping to keep 
us on line. 

Working in the Western Beacon's recording room are 
Observer NELSON VILLACIS, from Ecuador, who has just re
ceived his 5-Year Service Pin; ROBERTO CERVANTES, our 
untamed Chilean observer; and KEITH WATSON, from Eng
land, who, even after one year with Western, still prefers 
warm beer to cold. BILL FLETCHER, although recently 
transferred, completed many a trip with the Beacon. Much 
to his disapproval, after seven glorious years with the 
Company, he has finally been mentioned in the PROFILE. 

The Beacon uses Western air guns, supported by three 
5,000 PSI compressors. Keeping all of this together re-

Gunner John Pickett can be 
found in his " best attire" 
on the bock deck of the 
Western Beacon, currently 
working off South America. 

quires an .i~mense imagination, not to mention countless 
p~rts. Th1s.1s why ~ur head gunner, JoHN PICKETT, with 
his ~ust~aha_n. creativeness, both in his talent as a worker 
an_d m ?1.s VlVld way of expressing himself, has acquired 
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Party 177 Cook Charlie Brown sits in the galley of the Western 
Beacon as he prepares the gourmet menu for the crew's next trip. 

Party 177 Observers Nelson Villacis (left) and Roberto Cervantes 
are "working away" in the recording room of the Western Beacon. 

boy. They keep Party 177 members fat, dumb, and happy, 
the way we are supposed to be. 

In conclusion, as the last "pop" is fired, the cable 
properly returned, and another contract comes to com
pletion, the crew of Party 177, the Western Beacon, is 
grateful again to sit around the "deck of 52." 

PARTY 440-HELLEVAD, DENMARK. 

DOUG F. WHITING, Reporter-Photographer 

Following a short break over Christmas 1978, Party 440 
returned to Denmark and the rigors of the Danish winter. 
The early days of January 1979 were spent digging the ve
hicles and equipment out of the six-foot drifts of snow that 
had fallen and that continued to fall until early March. Nev-
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ertheless, by the extensive use of snow plows, our survey 
crew, headed by Surveyers GRAHAM F. Scorr and PAT A. 
McAULIFFE, got under way in late January laying out the first 
lines for drilling. By the second week of February, Party 440 
was up to strength and beginning to "roll along." Observer 
JoHN O'BRIEN had returned from Pakistan and Drillers 
JEREMY E. PARRY and ToM GoRTON were back from Egypt. 
Supervisor C. Q . (QUIN) WILLIAMS arrived from London to 
help get things off to a good start, closely followed by Com. 
puter JoHN R. MULLENS, who had spent a short time in sunny 
Tunis. 

Denmark consists of several islands that vary a great deal in 
their scenic aspect. Party 440 started work in South Jutland, 
which is very flat and low lying, and then moved onto the 
island of Als, which has rolling hills, large forests, and is 
very picturesque. In late summer the whole crew moved 
camp to Lolland and Falster, two islands that are known as 
the "Garden of Denmark," are noted for their long, sandy 
beaches, and are very popular holiday resorts. One may be 
sure that during the long summer evenings when work per
mitted, many of the crew took the opportunity to relax and 
see some of the sights. Drillers JEREMY PARRY and DAVID 
REES also made a visit to the beautiful city of Copenhagen 
and managed to fit in a tour of the world-famous Carlsberg 
brewery. 

By late September Party 440 had finished shooting the lines 
on Lolland and once again moved camp back to our friends 
in Hellevad, ready for the start of a new project for the 
crew - a marine survey in the Baltic Sea. The Soren Madsen 
was converted in about 10 days from a dredger to a marine 

Instrument Supervisor Goffredo Zambelli , from Milan, works on the 
AQUAPULSE source guns for the newly·converted Soren Madsen. 

Right- Supervisor C. Q. Williams 
(left) and Surveyor Pat McAuliffe 
are In th• wheelhouse of the Soren 
Madsen, surrounded by m~rlne nav· 
1gat1on equipment, checking Party 
.UO's program in the Baltic Sea. 

vessel for Party 440. This task was carried out with the 
the whole crew under the supervision of Co-ordinator 

PR.Joa. Lending a hand were Supervisors JoHN GEOR
QUIN Wrr.IJAMS, Party Manager DAVE REID, Assis

Manager Doua WmTINa, and Observers JoHN 
CARL REBBECK, and BRIAN CURTIS. Instrument 

ors Mnrn A YREs, from London, and GOFFREDO 
• from ~ilan, attended to sort out any teething 
j Our Darush personnel were also very much involved, 

ENS JURGENSEN, TOMMY HANSEN and JENS WES
• The ship's captain, Tage Rasmu;sen, and his crew 
every co-operation to make this new departure for 
the success that it was. After the survey was com-

left-Party 4't0 converts a dredg· 
er, the Soren Madsen, to a marine 
seismic vessel In order to complete 
a marine survey in the Baltic Sea . 
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Dril ler David Rees (foreground) and his un identified assist ant 
are an the job far Party 440 just before the harvest In Denmark. 

Observer Jahn O'Brien (left) and his assistant. Observer Brian 
Curtis, check the cable w hile working with Party 440 In Denmark. 

plete, the ship was reconverted to its former state and those 
involved returned to their various locations. 

At the time of writing this report (December), Party 440 
shut down for the winter and the personnel are beginning to 
depart. ToNY NoRTH, our scout, has gone to Thailand while 
Drillers DAVID REES and DONALD LIVINGSTON went to Libya 
and Drillers GRAHAM COPPIN and PETE HIGGINS and Assis
tant Surveyor SEAN C. LEWIS-LAMB returned to England. 
Chief Driller ToM GORTON and Mechanic EDDY TRAVIS, with 
the help of Driller GARY WRIGHT and Assistant Mechanic 
JENS WESTERGAARD, are all busily engaged in making sure 

36 

that every item of our equipment is in good working order 
ready for our next start-up time-wherever it may be. 

Party 440 sends belated Christmas greetings to all of our 
Western colleagues. 

PARTY 6-BISMARCK, NORTH DAKOTA 

MATTHEW GARRETT, Reporter 

Greetings to all from wide, wonderful North Dakota. 
Yes, folks, Party 6 is alive and well in Bismarck, North 
Dakota. Over the past year we have been busy shooting up 
the Williston Basin countryside. From January to April 
1979 all of our time was spent enduring the winter in and 
around Beach, North Dakota. Then in April Party 6 was off 
to Gillette, Wyoming, for a month's vacation from the 
snows of the "flatlands." In May it was back to the Beach. 
(Bet that you did not know that there was a "beach" in 
North Dakota.) Just after getting settled in from the sojourn 
in Wyoming, we were packing again. This time we went only 
160 miles away to the Mandan-Bismarck area. 

Party 6 seems to be the training crew in this area. Since 
January 1979 five persons have been transferred into key 
positions on other crews in the Rocky Mountains, four to 
Party 9. Assistant Party Manager R1cK SMITH went to that 
crew last April and became party manager; Driller GENE 
SMITH followed in August, becoming the drill pusher; Driller 
BRENT BIXBY trained as a permit agent while on Party 6 and 
then promptly went off to Party 9; and, most recently, Per
mit Agent BoB ScHOEPPE joined Party 9 in October. Cable 
Pusher GREG PEPPER transferred in June to Party 18, where 
he is now the junior observer. 

Surveyor LES PAULL left Party 6 for the hallowed halls of 
academe in September; so VINCE PEREDA stepped into the 
head surveyor job on his new red Harley. Helping VINCE are 
Surveyor Trainee DICK ROBEL, Surveyor JOHN CAPPEU, 
and Surveyor Trainee BRUCE WETHERBY, who came from 
Party 18 to lend a hand. 

New Driller RoD BUNN, from Glendive, Montana, has 
taken over GENE SMITH'S old rig. Waiting patiently for a rig 
is Relief Driller JoHN FLAHERTY, who has been helping ROD 
get their "ten a day." Party 6's drill #4044 has seen a feW 
changes in the past months. Relief Driller HAL GRATWOHL 
has been promoted to driller and is doing fine. HAL and neW 
Helper DALE MOELLER have been keeping the kelly movi 
up and down. "Butch Cassidy and the Sundance Kid" r 
well all summer. Driller JESS GooDALE and his helper, t 
"Beach Flash,'' ToNY GUNKEL, have been consistently gd 
ting the 200-footers punched. 

While taking some time off to recover from a brok 
collarbone, Party 6 Driller JERRY MASTELL had a good 
perience. He and his new bride, CHERYL, were married Ju 
3 in Wibaux, Montana. At this time JERRY is breaking 
new Helper DUANE JENDRO. . 

Extra Water-truck Driver BoB WHITE was like a kid WI 
a new toy in mid-August. He was very happy to receive 
brand-new 3,000-gallon water truck after he had been . 
ning all summer trying to keep five drills full of water WI 
only a 2,000-gallon truck. 

With the four Western drills and one contract drill 
punching on the average of 50 holes a day, Cleanup-truck 
Driver IVAR ScHN.EIDER was hopping all summer; in fact, 
moving around this part of the country has kept IvAR very 
busy all year. To top things off, lvAR and his wife had an 
addition to their family, a baby girl born last spring. 

During the month of August while Party V-23's Observer 
was in Houston going to school, Party 6 lent them Observer 
STEVE PEPPER, who, like IVAR, has had a busy year. He and 
wife SANDY had their second baby, a boy, in February; and 
STEVE also has completed his fifth year with Western. 
During STEVE'S absence in August the observer duties were 
well handled by Relief Observer DEAN DAVES, who also 
welcomed an addition to the family when his wife, JoLEEN, 
bad a new baby girl in April. 

Personnel on Party 6 moved around in the various posi
tions at the end of the summer. Shooter LARRY TosNER, for 
example, started permitting in August; currently handling 
the junior observer job is CRAIG BARES; MARTIN McBRIDE is 
now shooting; and GARY PETERMANN moved from cable
truck driver to shooter to cable pusher in the summer of 1979. 
Driving the cable truck now are STEVE TENNANT, BILL BoN
Nllll, and BRIAN HOPFAUF. All three are from the Beach
Wibaux area. Helping out on the jug line these days are KuRT 
KNuJ>soN, KEITH ERLANDSON, STEVE WAHL, SHANE SUMMER
PIBLD, and DAVE WAHL, all boys from the Bismarck-Mandan 
area. 

The "Silver Fox," Field Equipment Supervisor JoHN 
OAN, had his hands full last summer keeping our four 
tern drills going. Because of all of the moving around 

t Party 6 has been doing over the past year, JOHN has had 
&ood time in his motor home. He celebrated his 26th year 
th Western late last spring. 

offering through all of the headaches, heartburn, and 
blems of 36 wild and crazy "doodlebuggers" is Party 6's 

own party manager, DEAN ALLGOOD. DEAN, affection
known as "Dad" by some, has endured the past year 
well, keeping the client, as well as the crew, pleased and 
. He is aided by Assistant Party Manager MATTHEW 
Tr. 

Y V-20-WESTERN DESERT, EGYPT ••• 

NT M. SCOTT and A. B. HADADINE, Reporters 
MURGATROYD and GRANT M. SCOTT, 

Photographers 

large, reddish sun touches the horizon and spreads 
over the immense Egyptian Desert. In its glow we 

t the .shadows created by the mountainlike pyramids 
n cmng; and, as we move in for a closer look, we 
in the background a strange assortment of vehicles 

ers. 

Jumble of equipment on very close inspection turns 
the fa~ous "doodlebug" crew, Party V-20. Party 
based m "Maalich City" (take-it-easy city, where 
are stacked) for some time until finally the news 

the maalich situation to come to an end. In mid-
1979 Party V-20 headed toward the Delta and 

situated itself west of the Delta branch of the River Nile a 
historical site. ' 

It was in this area, newly-conquered by Napoleon in 
1799, that a Frenchman named Broussard and some French 
soldiers discovered an irregular-shaped stone of ancient 
origin built into the wall of an Arab fort. This slab, now 
known as the Rosetta Stone, was inscribed in what ap
peared to be three languages, one of which was Greek. It 
later became the key that unraveled the mysteries of the 
ancient Egyptian hieroglyphics. 

With the historical Nile Delta as a setting, Party V-20 be
gan to take shape. Persons comprising the crew came from 
many different horizons. Westerners from Pakistan, Saudi 
Arabia, and Syria a ll joined together to get Party V-20 
started. Party Manager J UAN BusTos, fresh from break ar
rived with his wife, Lucy, from Colombia. Coming to P~rty 
V-20 from Party 53 a fter a prospect in the Sinai were 
Observer SALEEM AKHTAR, Junior Observer AKKAS MAN
ZUR, Driller Eruc GAYLOR, Surveyor DEREK WATKINS and 
Geologist CHRIS CocKEY. Vibrator Mechanic W~YNE 

While a group of Egyptian spectators are watching In the back· 
ground, Part y V·20 Geologis t Chris Cock ey (lef t ) discusses dril l 
techniques with Drillers Peter Rourke (center) and Eric Gaylor. 

Returning to camp af ter o long day In the fie ld In Egypt's Western 
Desert are Party V·20 Observe r John Na ra ng (from the left), 
Surveyor Derek Watkins, Field Supervisor Mike Vlllout relx (ob
scured, by door of t he pickup), and Party M anager Juan Bustos. 
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While a group of Egyptian spectators are watching In the back· 
ground, Part y V·20 Geologis t Chris Cock ey (lef t ) discusses dril l 
techniques with Drillers Peter Rourke (center) and Eric Gaylor. 

Returning to camp af ter o long day In the fie ld In Egypt's Western 
Desert are Party V·20 Observe r John Na ra ng (from the left), 
Surveyor Derek Watkins, Field Supervisor Mike Vlllout relx (ob
scured, by door of t he pickup), and Party M anager Juan Bustos. 
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nd Junior Geophysical Technician <:JRANT 
WHEATCRAFT a h U ' ted States to learn the fme art 
ScoTT traveled from t e m 

of doodlebugging. NG and Driller PETER ROURKE ~eep 
Observer ~OHN ~A~espite access problems to the Imes. 

the productton gomg 

Rlght-Ferld Khayatl {third from 
the right) ls all smiles as he and 
assorted personnel gath~r around 
Party V·20's cable tent m Egypt. 

Right- Party V-20 Vibrator Technl
clan1 Wayne Wheatcroft (left) and 
Mahmoud El Menyawl wori< with the 
crew In Egypt's Western Desert. 
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Left-This ls a view of Party V• 
baHd in Egypt's Western o .. 

Vibrator Technician Joe Micallef (left) and Vibrator Operator Ah· 
med Malak do some lab work for Party V-20, still based in Egypt. 

43, 44, 45, 46, and 47," for which they have com~ to have 
deep affection. With all of the TLC (tender loving care) 
that these vibrators receive, we are 100% sure to f :et ~he 

ds of the desert shaking under our feet at the begmnmg 
f the new year. 
Mechanics KEVIN DAvrs, JAMES MurR, and FRANCESCO 
AMBINO) MuTIGNANI have been working "sawa sawa" in 

workshop trying their best to keep all of the Party V-20's 
hicles running. FRANCESCO has recently been called back 
work on the now-stacked Party 53 equipment, stationed 
Oiza, not far from the pyramids. 

n after the job started, some members of Party V-20 
uch to their sorrow) were transferred. This was the case 
Observer LARRY ERICKSON, who returned to Pakistan, 

Vibrator Technician BRUCE Cwww, followed later by 
or Wn.LIE STEBELSKI and Vibrator Technician RICHARD 

and much later by Assistant Observer STEVE VAN
' who all went to Thailand. More recently we lost 

rty Y·20 Vibrator Technician Joe Micallef {right) works outside 
lab whlle Driver Mohamed Negev watches the water tank fill. 

Party V-20 Observer John Narang has lust been told by Field Su· 
pervlsor Mike Vllloutreix that he will be going on his break a 
little late. John's feelings on the sublect are plainly visible. 

another surveyor, IAN MuRGATROYD, who took a leave of 
absence. 

Replacing those who left us were persons from the Syrian 
venture, among them Surveyor MOHAMED SAAD, Vibrator 
Technician MAHMOUD EL MENYAWI, and Analyst A. B. 
HADADINE. FERID KHAYATI, now working as cable repair
man, came from the Dhahran, Saudi Arabia, data processing 
center. 

To keep this hungry crew civilized is a difficult job,. b~t 
Cook EUGENE KoNG, from Singapore, seems to take it m 
stride. With the help of the expatriates' Egyptian counterparts 
and the Egyptian contract workers, Party V-20 has turned out 
to be a well-organized and productive crew. 

PARTY V-17-WEST POINT, MISSISSIPPI 

EDDIE BOYD, Reporter 

Hard work is rewarding in so many ways that it is hard 
to tab any one as THE most rewarding. One that is surely 
near the top, however, is the immediate rest and relaxation 
that follows a long, successful sweat. The four-day break 
and relaxation period was just what the "hard core" 23-man 
crew of Party V-17 needed after the long, 20-day workweek 
that had preceded it. This was a break for Independence 
Day. Independence Day, as every day of the break, :was 
shorter than normal; and, just when the party was starting, 
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it was time to return to our business of seismic exploration; 

so we did. · h 
We guess that August is hot everywhere, but the heat mt e 

summer, like the cold in the winter, was no match for Party 
V-17 and the 100 miles we "shook" that month. Three 
helpers were hired in August. ALAN PENNINGTON' KENN~TH 
PENNINGTON, and JoE BoYD all proved to be of sound mmd 
and strong back, and they are still with Party V-17 .. 

In September there were several changes and shifts on 
Party V-17. ALLEN RANKIN was promoted from head vibra
tor operator to vibrator mechanic. BILL CLIETT was then 
moved to head vibrator operator; CLEVE WEA VER was made 
a vibrator operator; and RoN RAYMAN and HARLAN 
BuDOWSKI maintain their former positions as vibrator oper
ators. All and all September was a good month, one of the 
best we had during the year, in fact. Again we shook 100 
miles; only this time we set the current record for ~he amount 
shaken in one day, more than 9 miles. The previous record 
had been 8 l/z miles. 

We were finished with our work in Ohio, New York, Penn
sylvania, and Kentucky by November and returned to our 
home base in West Point, Mississippi, to enjoy the Th~n.ks
giving holiday. After returning f~om ~ur Thanksgivmg 
break, TIM HAZELRIG, Party V-17 s assistant party ma?
ager, left us to assist in organizing a new vibrator crew m 
Beeville, Texas. 

Party V-17 now consists of Party Manager JIM WESTON; 
Permit Agents HARRY McGEHEE and LARRY WELLS; 
Observer ToM THORNTON; Assistant Observer KENNETH 
HINDMAN; Head Surveyor MARK STAFFORD; Surveyor 
Helper JOHN BURDICK; Vibrator Mechanic ALLEN RANKIN; 
Vibrator Operators BILL CLIETT, RoN RAYMAN, CLEVE 
WEAVER, and HARLAN BUDOWSKI; Helpers and Assistant 
Vibrator Operators MIKE WHITE and RICHARD RAMSEY; 
Troubleshooter JAMES MARTIN; Cable Repairman EDDIE 
BoYD; Safety Engineer CORDIE FLANDERS, SR.; Helpers 
JoHN MILLER, EDDIE GANT, SAMMY McDANIEL, DAVE 
COLLINS, ROBERT GANT, and PAT BENNETT; and Jug-truck 
Drivers NEAL JOHNSON, BOBBY HILL, and WILLIE SYKES. 

PARTY V-6-SAN PEDRO, CALIFORNIA 

KEVIN J. SARMENTO, Reporter-Photographer 

Greetings, fellow "doodlebuggers" and PROFILE readers, 
from Party V-6. The past year has been a very busy one for 
our crew as we continue our operations up and down the 
state of California. 

Still spiking out of our home base in Lodi, we spent 
almost the entire summer of 1979 on the central coast of 
California. While most of the state sweltered in the sum
mer heat, Party V-6 enjoyed warm, balmy days and cool 
nights as we worked around the coastal towns of Santa 
Maria and Lompoc, California. . . 

The terrain in this area was quite mountainous at times, 
and the sandy areas proved treacherous for our crew. Our 
four vibrators were carefully maneuvered through some 
very precarious points by our skillful vibrator operators, 
GARY FRAZIER, THOMAS SIMON, HAMPTON ROBERTS, and 

"o 

l 
Part V-6 Vibrator Operator Hampton Roberts (from the left). 
Cabfe·truck Driver Mike Grammer, Cable Pusher Jesse Lugo, an.d 
Helper Rosendo Espinosa enloy themselves during one of th

1
ef ere":" s 

parties and softball games, this one in Santa Marla, Ca I ornia. 

Party V-6 Junior Observer Thomas Smith (left) ond Observer ~att 
Leist take a break during the crew's night lines In Los Ange ••· 

Party Manager John Davis (right) confers with Party V-6 Vlfbra~or 
Operator Gary Frazier while working around Lompoc, Call orn a. 

WESTERN MUNROE while Vibrator Mechanic KEN FARROW 
assured a minimum of down time. 

Party V-6 experienced several personnel changes during 
last summer. New persons on the crew include THOMAS 

MITH, who is a junior observer, and DoN McCLURE, who 
joined MIKE FoALE and RoY HILL on our survey crew. Our 

sistant party manager, JOHN KING, transferred to the 
ounting department in Houston, and KEVIN J. SARMEN
joined the crew to assume the field clerk's duties . 

Party V-6 moved inland in September to Hanford, an 
icultural community in California's San Joaquin 
ley. The contrast between the cool days that we left 
ind and the 100° -plus temperatures of the valley really 

ok its toll on our cable crew. Cable-truck Drivers HUEY 
TLER, THOMAS JONES, and MIKE GRAMMER, along with 
lpers ROSENDO ESPINOSA, SAL VILLAGRANA, and BILL JOE 

ETT, were able to persevere through the intense heat. 
le Pusher JESSE LuGo did his best to keep the cable 

furnished with plenty of ice water and salt tablets. 
tober brought yet another crew move, this time to the 

hem Sacramento Valley community of Willows. Per
Agent RICHARD BARBER, a resident of Willows, was 
ed to be able to work in his home town and spend 
time with his family. The terrain west of Willows, 

e Party V-6 was spiking, was quite mountainous. ln
ttent rains made the dirt roads slippery and 

!o6'i vibrators are silhou· 

1
1n1t the bright lights of 
•• harbor during one of 
night lines In San Pedro. 

The 1un 11 setting over the 
entrance to the Loi Angeles 
harbor near San Pedro, 
where Party V·6 11 currently 
doing some night llne1. 

dangerous and forced the crew to shut down for short 
periods of time while the ground dried out. 

While we were in Willows, Party V-6 Observer ToM 
MECOMBER joined Party V-27, and Junior Observer MATT 
LEIST stepped up to assume the observer's duties. All of 
Party V-6's crew members wish ToM all of the best of luck 
in his new assignment. Joining us in Willows was Helper 
CHRISTOPHER IVORY. 

After the Thanksgiving break Party V-6 moved south to 
San Pedro, a suburb of Los Angeles, and discovered that 
working in a big city has its share of problems. The Los 
Angeles Harbor area has been a permit agent's nightmare, 
but the perseverance of Permit Agent DouGLAS WHEELER 
has definitely paid off and we are progressing at a steady 
pace. Most of our lines are on busy city streets; so our per
mits have allowed our crew to work between the hours of 
10 P.M. and 6 A.M. only. This means that since most of our 
night lines are through residential areas, Party Manager 
JOHN DAVIS has had to deal with quite a bit of verbal abuse 
from angry residents in the area. Working at night has also 
required additional lighting on all of the crew vehicles and 
extra safety equipment, as well as contract highway safety 
personnel to close lanes of traffic and enable Party V-6 to 
carry out its operations. 

While Los Angeles has provided its share of hassles for 
Party V-6, the city has many good attributes as well. Enter-
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tainment recreation, fine restaurants, and December tem
perature; in the upper 80's have all been enjoyed by the 
crew. Upon completion of our program in the Los Angeles 
area, we shall be moving farther south to begin a prospect 
near the California-Mexico border. 

Until the next time, "doodlebuggers," good luck and 
best wishes from everyone on Party V-6. 

PARTY V· 1-BEEVILLE, TEXAS 

CORINE BRANNON, Reporter 
WlLLIE GENE BRANNON, Photographer 

As we write this article, it is early winter in southern Texas, 
where Party V-1 is working. There is no snow ~xpected, ~f 
course but everything is so "brown." The only things green m 
the fieids are the cacti and yuccas. In the spring, however, 
when you read this, it will be different. The cacti and yuccas 
will bloom-whites, yellows, reds, and pinks- and the hill
sides will be covered with bluebonnets while the mesquite 
and live oak will be green and the agarita and lantana will 
bloom. The rattlesnakes will slither, and under every rock 
will be a scorpion. Yes, the saying is true that "almost every
thing in southern Texas will either stick or bite you." To the 
woe of Party V-l's crew, the leaves may go, but the thorns 

never do. 
Since Party V-1 has been in Beeville, Texas, for almost 10 

years, most of the crew now calls Beeville home and is well 
adjusted to the southern Texas flora. WILLIE GEm: B~NON 
is still our party manager, and there has been little if any 
change in key personnel on the crew in the last year. 

One of the most popular plants in southern Texas gardens 
is the succulent hen-and-chickens. This plant personifies 
Party V-1, at least during the last year. We are not referring 
to W. G. BRANNON and his tending of the crew; rather, Party 
V-1 is propagating quickly, just as does the plant. Soon after 
our last report in the PROFILE, Cable Pusher FAUSTINO 
BERNAL, JR. and his wife, ELVA, had their first baby. LUCY 
ANN, born on December 10, 1978, weighing 8 pounds, 8 
ounces, has just celebrated her first birthday. Shortl~ after 
LucY ANN'S birth a "bundle of joy" arrived for Vibrator 
Mechanic MANUEL GARCIA and his wife, SANDRA. MYRON 
Scorr was born January 25, 1979, and weighed 8 pounds, 1 
ounce. MANUEL and SANDRA have two other children, 
MANUEL, JR., 15, and MELISSA LYNN, 5. 

Also arriving last year was CLORESA ALANIZ, daughter of 
Cable Pusher LIONEL ALANIZ and his wife, NoRMA. The 
baby girl was born last July 9 and weighed 7 pounds, 7 
ounces. Exactly a month later, on August 9, CHRISTOPHER 
GARCIA, weighing 6 pounds, 6 ounces, greeted his parents, 
FELICIANO and MARIA GARCIA. FELICIANO is a helper on 
Party V-l's cable crew. Not long after that, ANDRES and Yo
LANDA CASTILLO became parents for the third time when 
LETICIA LYNN, weighing 7 pounds, 3Yi ounces, arrived on 
September 6. MELISSA, 10, and LARRY, 6, are very proud of 
their new sister. ANDRES is now working on one of Party 
V-l's four survey crews. 

Observer CALVIN MARTWICK also added to Party V-l's 
"Western family" last year when his wife, CONNIE, presented 
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Party Manager W. G. Brannan holds his first grandchild, Kimberly Ann, 
daughter of Party V-1 Surveyor Tony Brannon ond wife Tammy. 
Kimberly Ann was born November 6, weighing 9 pounds, 5 ounces. 

him with his second son on October 26. First son, 19-month
old CALVIN, JR., is adjusting to his new brother, Scon 
PATRICK who weighed 8 pounds, 4Y2 ounces at birth. Less 
than tw~ weeks later Surveyor ToNY BRANNON and wife 
TAMMY had their first child. KIMBERLY ANN greeted the 
world on November 6 at a whopping 9 pounds, 5 Yi ounces. 
KIMBERLY is a beautiful baby and my favorite; she is also the 
favorite of Party Manager GENE BRANNON. That is becaus 
she is our first grandchild. 

Not to be outdone, Chief Surveyor REX JoNEs a 
became a parent, just in time for this report. Wife D 
presented REX with a beautiful boy on December 
weighing 6 pounds, 13 Y2 ounces. He is named BENJA 
WILLIAM KITE JONES. 

Last but not least, Permit Agent GILBERT FEW and wi 
ANN were grandparents again last June 18. Their daught 
MARILYN COPPER, of Henderson, Kentucky, had her seco 
child, a boy named CHRISTOPHER SHAWN. . . 

We were also able to use our native plants m bn. 
bouquets last year. Party V-1 Helper RUBEN SILVAS marn 
his high school sweetheart, the former LINDA CARABAJAL, 
Beeville, on September 8. The wedding was held at 
groom's home. Earlier in the year, on July ~8, Hel 
BERNIE ZERTUCHE and wife SYLVIA were marned. Per 

Examining his surroundings Is Benlamin Wiiiiam Kite Jones, so'l1of 
Party V· 1 Chief Surveyor Rex Jones and wife Diane, of Beevi ~· 
Texas. He weighed 6 pounds. 13'/2 ounces at his birth December • 

}\gent OoN CAIN also had a wedding in his family last year. 
}{is son, STEVE, married a Beeville girl, the former BRENDA 
TALLY, on September 8 at the Beeville Baptist Church. STEVE 
is now working for Lavaca Gathering Company in Victoria, 
Texas, but once worked for Western during the summer three 

years ago. 
party V-1 Vibrator Operators JERRY BLACKWELL and 

DAVID GARCIA and Cable Pusher RunY FLORES all moved into 
new homes last year. Maybe in their gardens they will grow 
some bachelor buttons to represent Party V-1 's many unmar
ried personnel. After all of these reports of marriages and 
babies you would not think we had any bachelors, but you 
would be surprised. Helpers LOUIS ALANIZ, JoHN CHAPA, and 
J\llNOID RAMIREZ are all on home territory; so this makes 
their social life easier. We also have our "imports," however, 

Ing the day'• work for the crew, which is currently baaed 
a1, are Party V-1 Vibrator Mechanic Manuel Garcia (from 
r Operator Jerry Blackwell , Surveyor Tony Brannon , Ob· 

Martwlck , and Vibrator Operator Fernando Gar:i:a. Above 

r Mechanic Billy Jack Nesbitt (left) and Vibrator Operator 
re 1urprlsed to see Party V-1'1 photographer, also known 
r W. G . (Gene) Brannon. Below center-Party V-1 Field 

center- Permit Agent Giibert Few (left) and Chief Surveyor Doyce Marricle 
are checking Party V· 1'1 current program In southern Texas. Above right 
Taking a quick break are cable crew members Lionel Alanl:i: (from the 
left) , Robert Martlne:i:, Ray Moya. John Chapa, Joe Ramerl:i: , and Al Oro:i:co. 
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tainment recreation, fine restaurants, and December tem
perature; in the upper 80's have all been enjoyed by the 
crew. Upon completion of our program in the Los Angeles 
area, we shall be moving farther south to begin a prospect 
near the California-Mexico border. 

Until the next time, "doodlebuggers," good luck and 
best wishes from everyone on Party V-6. 

PARTY V· 1-BEEVILLE, TEXAS 

CORINE BRANNON, Reporter 
WlLLIE GENE BRANNON, Photographer 
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never do. 
Since Party V-1 has been in Beeville, Texas, for almost 10 

years, most of the crew now calls Beeville home and is well 
adjusted to the southern Texas flora. WILLIE GEm: B~NON 
is still our party manager, and there has been little if any 
change in key personnel on the crew in the last year. 
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ANN, born on December 10, 1978, weighing 8 pounds, 8 
ounces, has just celebrated her first birthday. Shortl~ after 
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baby girl was born last July 9 and weighed 7 pounds, 7 
ounces. Exactly a month later, on August 9, CHRISTOPHER 
GARCIA, weighing 6 pounds, 6 ounces, greeted his parents, 
FELICIANO and MARIA GARCIA. FELICIANO is a helper on 
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Party Manager W. G. Brannan holds his first grandchild, Kimberly Ann, 
daughter of Party V-1 Surveyor Tony Brannon ond wife Tammy. 
Kimberly Ann was born November 6, weighing 9 pounds, 5 ounces. 
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Party V· 1 Helper Joe Perez (left) and Surveyor Margarito Gar:i:a 
pose for the photographer while doing night work for the crew. 

who have to try harder. These include Junior Observer 
ROBERT ASHTON, Field Clerk JoHN COVINGTON, Vibrator 
Operator BLAIN CARLISLE, Vibrator Mechanic BILLY JACK 
NESBITT, Permit Agent ToM SPEARS, and Helpers ALLEN 
COLEMAN and EUGENE HAWK. 

The rest of Party V-1 wants to emphasize that, precisely 
because they have no news to report, they are the real back
bone of the crew. They were not so busy getting married, 
becoming parents, moving, or leading the busy life of a 
bachelor; thus, they had more time to devote to their jobs. 
We know that Surveyors DoYCE MARRICLE and MARGARITO 
GARZA feel this way. Cable Pushers JoE CANTU and ROGELIO 
MARTINEZ and Helpers ALFONSO OROZCO, HECTOR ANDA
VERDE, RAY MoYA, ABEL GARZA, and JoE HENRY PEREZ 
would gladly go on a trip to be reported in the PROFILE, that 
is, if they could get time off. Vibrator Operators. FERNANDO 
GARZA, BALDY GONZALES, and OscAR GARCIA think a week
end off would make a good news "flash." 

The brown of winter or the green of summer really does 
not make any difference to Party V-1 for the entire crew 
operates at peak efficiency all year long. Proof of this is the 
seven steak dinners that we earned for production during 
the past year. These occasions are enjoyed by all but 
especially by the wives and girl friends. It is the only time 
some of us are able to visit with each other and catch up on 
the news. 

Party V-1 sends 1980 greetings to all of our Western 
friends and invites them to stop by for a visit anytime 
fall, winter, spring, or summer. 
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PARTY 55-BADIN, PAKISTAN ... 

ROBIN WRIGLEY, Reporter-Photographer 

The year 1980 sees Party 55 still in Badin in the Sind district 
of Pakistan. Faces seem to change quite regularly; so it is 
difficult to keep up with the personnel list. Needless to say 
the new Thailand operation attracted everybody, especially 
since Pakistan is observing Islamic laws very rigidly, which 
naturally tends to curb the excesses of the foreigners such as 

us. 
We think that it is fair to say, however, that all of us here 

on Party 55 are still more than impressed with the excellent 
work that our Pakistani crew provides. There is no question 
that it would be difficult, if not impossible, to find a group 
of men who attack their daily work with such good humor 
and zest. This has been especially true during the monsoon 
season when, as usual, the area in which we are working 
floods and forces us to lay the line through chest-deep 
water. lt is difficult to portray in words, without sounding 
too dramatic, just how miserable a job it is to survey, drill, 
or record under these conditions on any of the three crews. 
To see the men jumping into the canals, which inundate the 
area, to manhandle the equipment on oxcarts across and up 

Party 55 Observer Bill Osborne smiles for the camera before en· 
tering the Pakistan-based crew's Land Rover-mounted recorder. 

Drillers Anl:i: (from the left) and Asfar Khan look on as a long·t~~ 
Westerner, Cable Boss Abdul Rehman, leaves Party 55's recor er. 

Drille r Eric Taylor (left) and Driver Noor Mohammed stop on a 
canal bank near Party 55's line In the Slnd district of Pakistan. 

.. 

Party 55 Drlller·Mechanlc Armando Arellano replaces some of 
the drill stem parts for the crew In the Badin , Pakistan , workshop. 

steep bank on the opposite side cannot fail to impress 

he Karachi office has moved from its original location, 
it did not take Resident Manager MEL WEIDNER long to 
rganize the new house, which is in a prestigious part of 
n. He is ably assisted by Field Supervisor KEN TUTT and 

'nistrative Assistant RALPH BROOKES. 
e lost our senior surveyor, PHIL BANNISTER, and his 
Y to Thailand, where he is the surveying supervisor. 

nt Camp Bou Najmul Hauan Is on a scouting trip for Party 
n the Slnd district of Pakistan on the crew's horse, Trigger. 

Party 55's explosives transporter and water supply pump ls pump· 
Ing water from an Irrigation canal. Lack of water at this time of 
the year can be a ma jor problem for the Paklstanl·based crew. 

Carpenter Noor Mohammed makes new beds for Party 55's fly camps. 

Also, a long-time Westerner, Surveyor MOHAMED SIDDIQUE, 
is over there and apparently enjoying the life in the Far East; 
and Digital Equipment Engineer ToM SPENCELEY also was 
called there. RAUL MARTINEZ, our senior observer, found the 
attractions of his home town of Phoenix, Arizona, too great. 
We were sorry not to see him return from a long break. 

Party 55's recording crew is now in the hands of Observers 
BILL OSBORNE and LARRY ERICKSON, who recently returned 
from a short sojourn in Egypt. A new addition to the ranks of 
the observers is Junior Observer AKHTAR HussAIN, who was 
recently promoted from cable boss. In charge of the cable 
camp is an "old hand" from Party V-15, ABDUL REHMAN, 
whose name we are sure is familiar to many Westerners. 

At the time of this writing (December), the survey depart
ment awaits its new senior surveyor, GEORGE CAMBRIDGE, 
from Egypt, who is due any day now, or so we are constantly 
told. In the meantime Assistant Surveyor ZAFFAR IQBAL, of 
Party V-25 fame, is holding the fort, assisted by new hires 
BILL COLEMAN and GREG Cox. 

Other department heads come and go, but Driller ERIC 
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A camp bearer Is receiving his dally ration list from Par~T 55's 
chief administrator, Salim Malik, at the field camp In Pa stan. 

Part 55 Assistant Mechanic Eric Fernandez (left) works on one 
of th~ crew's 4 x 4's, aided by Pakistanis Bashir (center) and Aulz. 

TAYLOR and Driller-Mechanic ARMANDO A~LLANO ?ave 
outlasted everybody on the crew. They are smtably assisted 
by their camp boss, Au REHMAN, who is definitely the oldest 
member of the crew; his relief, NAJMUL HASSAN; and the 
drilling foreman, GHULAM JALANI. 

The mechanics seem to change even more than any~me el~e, 
and JoN BARKER has just gone to places unknown while Assis
tant Mechanics Eruc FERNANDEZ and GEORGE REHMAT keep 
things running until JoN's replacement arrives on Party 5~. 

Chief Administrator SALIM MALIK keeps the crew upnght 

Party Manager Robin Wrigley (left) watches as Party 55b Cl:t R:· 
ney Nazareth handles some paperwork for the Pakistan· as er ' 

and in line while Clerks RODNEY NAZARETH and Au Q 
11 are true behind-the-scenes organizers who remember a 

the things that Party Manager ROBIN WRIGLEY tends to for 
in the running of this huge work force. h 

Lastly belated season's greetings from all of us over ~ 
and tha~ks to all of those who help to keep Party 55 run 
Our special thanks go to our visitors who came ov% I 
helped us out, Supervisor E. W. (WOODY) C~ARKO~s~ 
strument Supervisor MIKE AYRES, and Semor 
DAVE KINGSHOTT. 

down Western' s line 

for 30 years 
BREE MEN CELEBRATED 30 years of Western service 
during the last quarter of 1979-R. L. Nicholls, of 

veston and Houston; B. B. Thigpen, of Houston; and 
ward Selzer, of Calgary, Canada. 
The most excitement that marine transport division 

ager R. L. (Bob) Nicholls has had in the last five years 
"excitement" shared by much of the Texas Gulf Coast 

979's tropical storm season. Bob and wife Catherine 
among a number of unfortunate Westerners in Gal-

hose homes were inundated by Tropfoal Storm 
last July. 

ent with the flood insurance adjuster was an 
and a lengthy process, but thankfully we had full 
so we do not have any financial loss," says Bob. 
laudette" behind him, though, !if e has returned to 
d a large part of Bob's life is his career with 
ired as a junior draftsman on Party 13 in Mead
sippi, on October 12, 1949, this native of Willow 

Grove, New Jersey, was soon promoted to assistant com
puter, computer, and chief computer before being named 
party manager. Shortly thereafter he became head of the 
original Party 70, based in New Orleans. By February 1964, 
when he was transferred to Pascagoula, Mississippi, and 
named manager of the new marine transport division, Bob 
had worked off shore the entire Gulf Coast; in foreign 
marine operations offshore Spanish Sahara, Spanish Guinea, 
and Cabinda; and on land operations in Mississippi, western 

Marine Transport Division Manager 
R. L. (Bob) Nicholls (second from 
the left) and Vice President·lnstru
mentatlon and Field Services Ben 
B. Thigpen (standing to Bob's left) 
have just received their 30· Year 
Service Pins from President 
Howard Dingman (left) as Chair· 
man of the Board Booth B. Strange 
looks on. The four , plus Vice Pres
idents John Laker, Vic Boyd, and 
Ben Langston, Operations Manager 
Jim Denniston, and Area Manager 
Chester Smith, then lunched at the 
William Tell Restaurant In Houston. 

Texas, and New Mexico. As manager of the marine trans
port division (MTD), Bob has since traveled to more than 
50 foreign countries. 

Bob and MTD moved to Galveston in 1969 when the MTD 
office, a dock, a slip-fitting shop, and a berthing slip wide 
enough to handle two ships side by side were built as a part 
of Western's new laboratory and shops on Pelican Island. 
From there he and his staff manage our large fleet of ships, 
supervise the maintenance and operations of the ships, and 
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are in charge of the ship's crews of the Western-owned 
vessels. Less than a year after moving to Galveston, this 
long-time Westerner became a member of the Propeller 
Club of the United States, a national organization of 
persons who are engaged in the maritime industry. 

Bob, who served in the U. S. Army, and wife Catherine 
have three daughters . Cathy and husband Malcolm Sowell 
live in El Verano, California, where Cathy is in charge of a 
title company office and Malcolm is studying for his law 
degree. Barbara, an R. N. with the Visiting Nurses Associ
ation, works out of the Methodist Hospital in Houston. 
Rosemary and husband Bob Farrar live in Fresno, Cali
fornia, where Bob manages the Refectory Restaurant. 
Catherine is back at work with Sears, Roebuck and 
Company following major surgery early last year and joins 
Bob in playing golf on Sunday mornings. Bob also goes 
fishing and crabbing whenever possible (which means 
when Western problems do not interfere!). 

Bob and Vice President-Instrumentation and Field Serv
ices Ben B. Thigpen, who also commemorated 30 years of 
Western service in this quarter, received their 30-Year 
Service Pins and hearty congratulations from President 
Howard Dingman. They were then the guests of honor at a 
luncheon at the William Tell Restaurant in Houston. The 
luncheon, hosted by our president, was also attended by 
Chairman of the Board Booth B. Strange, Vice Presidents 
John Laker, V. C. (Vic) Boyd, and Ben L. Langston, 
Operations Manager J. P. (Jim) Denniston, and Area 
Manager Chester Smith. 

The occasion of his 30th anniversary gave Vice President
Instrumentation and Field Services Ben B. Thigpen an 
opportunity to reflect upon his lengthy career. 

"Looking back over the years," he commented, "I have 
really been blessed with a good wife, fine children, a truly 
great boss in Booth Strange, and the opportunity to see 
many of my staff go on to greater things. I know no 
greater thrill to any manager than that of seeing good men 
move into other areas and grow in value to the Company 
and themselves. With Mr. Strange filing off my rough 

The Instrumentation and f ield services group i n 
Houston gave Its vice president, Ben B. 
Thigpen, a surprise party on October 30 to 
com memorate his 30 years of se rvice to the 
Company. They also present ed a plaque to him, 
signed by his various department heads, and a 
cake that had a model of a ship and a cable 
and , of cou rse, a shark bit ing the cable. 

edges and encouraging many of my wild ideas, some of 
which have been successful, and accepting with patience 
many, many failures, and with the associations I've had 
with all other Westerners and their help and support, I can 
truthfully say that I wouldn't trade a minute of my 30 years 
for anything." 

Hired as an assistant observer for Party 52 October 30, 
1949, this Lamesa, Texas, native, with a bachelor of 
science degree in electrical engineering from Texas A&M, 
has worked closely with Western's instruments-as observer, 
chief observer, assistant observer (instrument) supervisor, 
instrument supervisor, and manager of operations and 
digital systems before being promoted to vice president in 
1973. He is responsible for field services, digital systems 
planning, and all other recording equipment development. 

As wife Barbara says, "It has been very exciting 
watching Ben tackle various problems that come to him 
from all corners of the world at all hours of the day and 
night. How he can become totally alert at 3 o'clock in the 
morning when the phone rings with a call from Australia 
or Timbuktu and know what equipment is on that crew 
and what to do for it is still beyond my understanding. It 
happens frequently yet! 

"Many times I've agonized with him while he struggled 
with a design problem for days only to have him suddenly 
jump out of bed at 2 A.M. declaring 'that will work!' Off 
he'd go at that time into his study and work until morning 
on the design, and later a patent would come of it. How 
thrilled I am for him." 

Ben comments that it would be very difficult to single 
out any particular instance as being the most interesting 
thing that has happened to him while working for Western, 
but "spending Christmas 1975 in Peking would have to be 
among the most interesting trips I've made. Having the 
opportunity to spend a month in China that early in the 
period of re-normalization of our relations was a rare 
treat." 

Ben and Barbara have two sons: Travis La Orone is 
regional sales manager for Foam Suppliers, Inc., and is 

HI \ H. llfl l , / ' I I ... 
,,._,_,,... 

based in Plano .• Texas. ~e and. wi~e Karen have just pre
sented the Th1gpens with their first grandchild a girl 
named Michelle Marie, who was born on Dece~ber 28. 
Their other son, Forest, is technical supplier for the mid
continent ar~a of Furnamite, based in Chicago. With his 
heavy travelmg s~hedule, he is staying single. Barbara's 
time is taken up with her work as a piano teacher; and she 
is active in her church, the piano teachers association and 
the Society of Exploratio~ Geophysi~ists' (SEG) auxiliary. 
When Ben ha~ any fr.ee time, he enJoys tennis, spectator 
sports, and bndge. His extra-curricular business activities 
include serving on the technical program committee for the 
Offshore Technology Conference 1980, the SEO technical 
standards subcom~ittee on archival storage means, and as 
a SEG representative to the American Petroleum Institute's 
radio committee. 

Upon reaching the m ilestone of 30 
years of service to Western, Instru
ment Supervisor Ed Selzer (right) 
receives his 30-Year Service Pin and 
congratulations from Western of 
Canada Vice President and Opera
tions Manager J. W. (Warner) Loven. 

ly ev~ry story about this Western veteran makes 
: ?f his d~partment's move into a new building, and 
~s no different for the instrumentation and field 

epartment at the end of last year took up new 
in a ~eased building just south and west of West

bu1lding in Houston. 
::ry good to have all of my bunch together again 
~e floor~" Ben says. "I'll have to see about 

k. or exercise, but it is still big enough to give me 
mg room." 
trumentat' . 
0 Th ion group gave Ben a surprise party 
the v e~ had a plaque made up for him that was 

anous department heads, and one enterprising 

soul, s~ys Ben, made a model of a ship for the cake, com
plete with a cable and a shark biting the cable. 
. When it was time to celebrate Canada Instrument Super

visor Ed Seizer's 30th anniversary with the Company last 
Novemb~r 7, Ed was not around. He was at the Socillty of 
Exploration Geophysicists' (SEG) convention in New 
~deans attending the seminars and lectures and keeping 
himself ~P-t?-date on. the latest electronic equipment in the 
geophys~cal m~ustry m order to continue being one of the 
best ~n~meers m Western in his field of electronics. 

This mstrument supervisor has an electrical engineering 
degree from the University of Saskatchewan, and he has 
do~e a lot of study on his own time to keep abreast of the 
rapid ad~ancements in seismic recording instrumentation. 
It has p~1d o~f;. when Ed s~ys that a recorder is ready to go 
to the field, It is. There will be few or no instrumentation 

problems on any of Ed's projects. To ensure that this is 
always the case, this dedicated Western veteran has worked 
arou~d the clock many times on recorders to meet contract 
deadlines. 

Ed, n~w working. with Western of Canada in Calgary, 
starte? his career with Western Geophysical Company of 
Amenca on November 7, 1949. Hired as an assistant ob
server, he worked with one of Western's first crews in 
Canad~, Party 36 in Davidson, Saskatchewan. He was not 
an assistant observer for long, however; he made rapid 
prog~ess through the ranks, being transferred in 1951 from 
the field to .our Hope Street Shop in Los Angeles, where 
more extensive use could be made of his electronic exper-
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ation, works out of the Methodist Hospital in Houston. 
Rosemary and husband Bob Farrar live in Fresno, Cali
fornia, where Bob manages the Refectory Restaurant. 
Catherine is back at work with Sears, Roebuck and 
Company following major surgery early last year and joins 
Bob in playing golf on Sunday mornings. Bob also goes 
fishing and crabbing whenever possible (which means 
when Western problems do not interfere!). 

Bob and Vice President-Instrumentation and Field Serv
ices Ben B. Thigpen, who also commemorated 30 years of 
Western service in this quarter, received their 30-Year 
Service Pins and hearty congratulations from President 
Howard Dingman. They were then the guests of honor at a 
luncheon at the William Tell Restaurant in Houston. The 
luncheon, hosted by our president, was also attended by 
Chairman of the Board Booth B. Strange, Vice Presidents 
John Laker, V. C. (Vic) Boyd, and Ben L. Langston, 
Operations Manager J. P. (Jim) Denniston, and Area 
Manager Chester Smith. 

The occasion of his 30th anniversary gave Vice President
Instrumentation and Field Services Ben B. Thigpen an 
opportunity to reflect upon his lengthy career. 

"Looking back over the years," he commented, "I have 
really been blessed with a good wife, fine children, a truly 
great boss in Booth Strange, and the opportunity to see 
many of my staff go on to greater things. I know no 
greater thrill to any manager than that of seeing good men 
move into other areas and grow in value to the Company 
and themselves. With Mr. Strange filing off my rough 

The Instrumentation and f ield services group i n 
Houston gave Its vice president, Ben B. 
Thigpen, a surprise party on October 30 to 
com memorate his 30 years of se rvice to the 
Company. They also present ed a plaque to him, 
signed by his various department heads, and a 
cake that had a model of a ship and a cable 
and , of cou rse, a shark bit ing the cable. 

edges and encouraging many of my wild ideas, some of 
which have been successful, and accepting with patience 
many, many failures, and with the associations I've had 
with all other Westerners and their help and support, I can 
truthfully say that I wouldn't trade a minute of my 30 years 
for anything." 

Hired as an assistant observer for Party 52 October 30, 
1949, this Lamesa, Texas, native, with a bachelor of 
science degree in electrical engineering from Texas A&M, 
has worked closely with Western's instruments-as observer, 
chief observer, assistant observer (instrument) supervisor, 
instrument supervisor, and manager of operations and 
digital systems before being promoted to vice president in 
1973. He is responsible for field services, digital systems 
planning, and all other recording equipment development. 

As wife Barbara says, "It has been very exciting 
watching Ben tackle various problems that come to him 
from all corners of the world at all hours of the day and 
night. How he can become totally alert at 3 o'clock in the 
morning when the phone rings with a call from Australia 
or Timbuktu and know what equipment is on that crew 
and what to do for it is still beyond my understanding. It 
happens frequently yet! 

"Many times I've agonized with him while he struggled 
with a design problem for days only to have him suddenly 
jump out of bed at 2 A.M. declaring 'that will work!' Off 
he'd go at that time into his study and work until morning 
on the design, and later a patent would come of it. How 
thrilled I am for him." 

Ben comments that it would be very difficult to single 
out any particular instance as being the most interesting 
thing that has happened to him while working for Western, 
but "spending Christmas 1975 in Peking would have to be 
among the most interesting trips I've made. Having the 
opportunity to spend a month in China that early in the 
period of re-normalization of our relations was a rare 
treat." 

Ben and Barbara have two sons: Travis La Orone is 
regional sales manager for Foam Suppliers, Inc., and is 

HI \ H. llfl l , / ' I I ... 
,,._,_,,... 

based in Plano .• Texas. ~e and. wi~e Karen have just pre
sented the Th1gpens with their first grandchild a girl 
named Michelle Marie, who was born on Dece~ber 28. 
Their other son, Forest, is technical supplier for the mid
continent ar~a of Furnamite, based in Chicago. With his 
heavy travelmg s~hedule, he is staying single. Barbara's 
time is taken up with her work as a piano teacher; and she 
is active in her church, the piano teachers association and 
the Society of Exploratio~ Geophysi~ists' (SEG) auxiliary. 
When Ben ha~ any fr.ee time, he enJoys tennis, spectator 
sports, and bndge. His extra-curricular business activities 
include serving on the technical program committee for the 
Offshore Technology Conference 1980, the SEO technical 
standards subcom~ittee on archival storage means, and as 
a SEG representative to the American Petroleum Institute's 
radio committee. 

Upon reaching the m ilestone of 30 
years of service to Western, Instru
ment Supervisor Ed Selzer (right) 
receives his 30-Year Service Pin and 
congratulations from Western of 
Canada Vice President and Opera
tions Manager J. W. (Warner) Loven. 

ly ev~ry story about this Western veteran makes 
: ?f his d~partment's move into a new building, and 
~s no different for the instrumentation and field 

epartment at the end of last year took up new 
in a ~eased building just south and west of West

bu1lding in Houston. 
::ry good to have all of my bunch together again 
~e floor~" Ben says. "I'll have to see about 

k. or exercise, but it is still big enough to give me 
mg room." 
trumentat' . 
0 Th ion group gave Ben a surprise party 
the v e~ had a plaque made up for him that was 

anous department heads, and one enterprising 

soul, s~ys Ben, made a model of a ship for the cake, com
plete with a cable and a shark biting the cable. 
. When it was time to celebrate Canada Instrument Super

visor Ed Seizer's 30th anniversary with the Company last 
Novemb~r 7, Ed was not around. He was at the Socillty of 
Exploration Geophysicists' (SEG) convention in New 
~deans attending the seminars and lectures and keeping 
himself ~P-t?-date on. the latest electronic equipment in the 
geophys~cal m~ustry m order to continue being one of the 
best ~n~meers m Western in his field of electronics. 

This mstrument supervisor has an electrical engineering 
degree from the University of Saskatchewan, and he has 
do~e a lot of study on his own time to keep abreast of the 
rapid ad~ancements in seismic recording instrumentation. 
It has p~1d o~f;. when Ed s~ys that a recorder is ready to go 
to the field, It is. There will be few or no instrumentation 

problems on any of Ed's projects. To ensure that this is 
always the case, this dedicated Western veteran has worked 
arou~d the clock many times on recorders to meet contract 
deadlines. 

Ed, n~w working. with Western of Canada in Calgary, 
starte? his career with Western Geophysical Company of 
Amenca on November 7, 1949. Hired as an assistant ob
server, he worked with one of Western's first crews in 
Canad~, Party 36 in Davidson, Saskatchewan. He was not 
an assistant observer for long, however; he made rapid 
prog~ess through the ranks, being transferred in 1951 from 
the field to .our Hope Street Shop in Los Angeles, where 
more extensive use could be made of his electronic exper-

49 



tise. In September of that year he was promoted to instru
ment supervisor and transferred to our Calgary office, 
where he has remained a mainstay to this day. 

Born in Grand Forks, British Columbia, Ed served in 
the armed forces prior to joining the Company. His spare 
time these days is devoted to his family, which consists of 
wife Lynn, son Murray, and daughter Shelley. Although 
he says that he has little extra time because he is always 

down Western' s line 

working on some project for the Company, Ed did manage 
to do most of the finishing work, including the masonry, 
on his home in northwest Calgary. Lynn enjoys playing 
bridge in her spare time. 

The PROFILE is pleased to recognize R. L. Nicholls, Ben 
B. Thigpen, and Ed Selzer upon their service anniversaries 
and to honor them for the 30 years of hard work that each 
has devoted to the Company. 

for 25 years 
ONLY ONE PERSON joined Western's 25-Year Club in the 

previous quarter- Gulf Coast Party Manager Jam•• 
R. (Jim) Squires, currently based in Houston. 

Jim thinks that his career with Western has been typ
ical - "other than being in Venezuela during several general 
strikes and one revolution, in Morocco during the Six-Day 
War (pretty far removed, however, from the actual com
batants) , and on the sea coast of Nicaragua during an earth
quake, it has mostly been work with an occasional tour to 
enjoy the countryside where the crew was stationed." 

Jim has traveled and worked overseas off and on since 
his first trip to Cuba in 1955, not too long after he joined 

Gulf Coast Party Manager Jim R. Squires (center), Vice President 
Jahn Laker (right) , and Supervisor R. M . (Mike) McCormlc chat of· 
ter John presented Jim with his 25-Vear Service Pin. Lunch at 
Bud Bigelow's Restaurant in Houston followed the presentation. 

the Company as a drill helper on Party 4. (Originally hir 
in September 1953, several leaves of absence bring 
adjusted service date to December 1954.) Among th 
overseas countries have been Trinidad, Iran, Kuw 
Colombia, Ecuador, Venezuela, Panama, Brazil, Nicara 
Belize, Nova Scotia, England, Denmark, Ireland, Sp 
Portugal, Bahrain, and Morocco. Currently he is one 
our Gulf Coast party managers, now (since 1977) in ch 
of Party 64. 

Born in Marvel, Colorado, Jim attended Colorado S 
studying geology, while taking several leaves of abs 
from Western. At college he was a member of Alpha G 
Rho fraternity. 

He and wife Rose Ann have four children. May Blan 
a member of the Pep Club at St. Francis De Sales 
School, where she is an honor roll student. She also p 
pates in volleyball, plays the piano, and is f urnishi 
dollhouse. Phillip, a member of the Webelo Scouts, p 
center forward in soccer and likes airplanes and buil 
almost anything. Lee plays fullback in soccer, is an h 
roll student, and likes building models and reading. S 
the youngest, is a kindergartner. She enjoys her bicycl 
playing ball with her brothers and sister. Rose Ann 
busy with sewing, ceramics, and volunteer work · 
school library and clinic. Jim's hobbies include lapi 
making jewelry, woodworking, and gardening (time 
mitting, adds this dedicated Westerner). 

Jim was guest of honor at a luncheon at Bud Bi 
Restaurant in Houston hosted by Vice President John 
Supervisors R. M. (Mike) McCormic and John 
Field Supervisor John (Spider) Webb also attended the 
held on December 10, a few days after Jim's D 
anniversary date on which he was out of town te 
business related to the management of Party 64. 

The PROFILE is pleased to congratulate Jim Sq 
achieving 25 years of service with Western Geop 
Company. 

LONDON OFFICE Holds Children's Christmas Part M 
than 50 children of Westerners of the London office ga~hered 0~~ 
Oecembe~ 15 for our second annual children's Christmas t 
0 th t 

. par y. 
nee agam e par Y was orgamzed by Christine Saunders f 

d ft
. d . , rom 

our ra. mg epartment, ably assisted during the afternoon b 
Ross Hill and Evelyn Sperry. Y 

The children were entertained by a performance of 'T''h S' · · h" h .1 • e 1eepmg 
Beauty, m w 1c . puppets were manipulated by Carolyn Ja 
Sh~ followed this up with a ?isplay of magic in which she":~~ 
assisted by several of the children. After several gam d 
"f f " · · . es an a unny aces compet1tlon, which was judged by London digital 
center Manager Fred Merten, the children settled d 

1 d
.d f d · own to a 

sp en 1 tea o san w1ches and cakes, washed down by milk 
shakes, lemonade, and orangeade. 

!he afternoon ended aft~r Father Christmas (in the form of 
Mike Hayes, .from the dr.aftmg department, suitably padded out 
for the occas10n) had paid a welcome visit to the t d d" 'b d ·f u . par y an 1s-
tri ute g1 ts to a ?f_the children from his capacious sack._ Geoff 
Lonsdale and Chnstme Saunders. 

THE DAY That. Western's Squash Team Took on the Heathrow 
Squas~ Club. Eight .of the London office's top squash players -
lncludmg Paul Helher, Danny Stegall, Les Mitchell Dave H'll 

raham Baxter, Dave Brown, Nigel Mason, and Andy Wright 
1
_' 

ere challenged to a tournament on October 26 by a team f 
the Heathrow Squash Club. ram 

Play in the best-of-five tournament started at 7:30 P.M., with 
ious. supporters from b~th sides looking down from the gal
. Nigel Masai: w~s th~ flfst to prove just how good Western's 
rrs ~~re by wmnmg his game in record time. He was followed 
;; hitchell and Dave Hill, who both went down to defeat 

ra am Baxter, who fought a tough but victorious game'. 

Upporters of L d • · · the left) B . . on on s victo rious squash team are Kate Pile (from 
• rig1tte Baxter, Karina Sh topma n , and Jan Mit che ll. 

Dave Brown "models" West· 
ern'1 squash uniform (ust 
prior to the tournament be· 
tw-n our London office and 
the Heathrow Squash Club. 

~·~fh~m 1B~x~~r (from th.e left) , Danny Stegall , Nigel Mason, Dave 
1 • au e 1er, Les. Mitchell, A ndy Wright, ond Dave Brown ore 

the members of the victorious squash team from the London off ' IC&, 

The second batch of players was then thrown into the "lion's den" 
to s~e what th~y could do, and both Danny Stegall and Paul 
H~lher won while Dave Brown lost by a hair's breadth. At this 
~omt we were ahead of the Heathrow Squash Club 4 to 3· so th 
f1.nal game., played .by Andy Wright, was the deciding factor. H~ 
dtd not reahze that it was all up to him, but he pulled out all of the 
shtops anyway and proved to be victorious. Western's players won 
t e tournament by a score of 5 to 3. 

~fte~ the gan:ie everybody adjourned to the lounge to quench 
~heir thirsts. T?•s was followed by a very enjoyable buffet supper 
or the competitors and the supporters. All of our congratulations 

go. to our hard-working team. -Kate Pile. (Photos bu L 
Mllchel/ and Kate Pile.) -' es 
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TRINA FERRARI WED. Trina Fay Ferrari and Michael James 
Palmer were married on December 28 in an evening, double-ring 
ceremony at St. Anthony's Catholic Church in Anchorage, 
Alaska. Trina is the daughter of Western's long-time chief ob
server, Neo Ferrari, and wife Mae, and Michael is the son of 
Richard and Frances Palmer, all of Anchorage. 

Given in marriage by her father, Trina wore a jersey gown with 
sheer yoke and sleeves trimmed in lace with a daisy motif, and it 
also featured a cathedral train and a keyhole neckline. She wore a 
veil of illusion trimmed with lace daisies, and her bouquet was of 
tea roses. The lovely gown was also "something borrowed," for 
Trina's original gown was accidentally thrown out just a few days 
before the wedding and a substitute had to be found. 

Among Trina's attendants was Francie Ferrari, her sister, who 
wore a light blue jersey gown. Richard Palmer served as his son's 
best man, and Tim and Keith Michael Ferrari, brothers of the 
bride, and John Palmer, brother of the bridegroom, were the 
ushers. Toby Ferrari, 12-year-old brother of the bride, was the 
ring bearer; and Tricia Palmer, 2-year-old niece of the bride
groom, was the flower girl. 

The reception, catered by the bride's busy mother, was held at 
the Tivoli Palace in Anchorage. The hall was decorated with red 
and white streamers, red and white checked tablecloths, and 
poinsettias to highlight the Christmas color theme and joyous 
wedding festivities. At the reception the new Mr. and Mrs. Palmer 
were presented with a lovely framed Papal Blessing by Mae Fer
rari, who brought it back from Rome after her trip there last 
October. Mae also gave them a bottle of wine from Cana of 
Galilee in Israel, purchased on the same trip. 

The Bergsrud family and Emery Dowst, long-time Westerners, 
were among the more than 100 persons who attended the wedding 
ceremony and reception. On a day that began with 15 to 18 inches 
of snow falling in six hours, many invited guests were unable to 
make it. 

The new Mrs. Palmer, a 1977 graduate of East High School in 
Anchorage, is working with the Anchorage Credit Bureau. Her 
husband, who was graduated from Service High School in 1973 

Mr. and Mrs. Michael J . Pa lmer (Trina Ferrari) beam after their 
wedding on December 28 at St. Anthony's Catho lic Church in An· 
chorage, Alaska. Trina is the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Neo Ferra ri. 

and served two years in Japan with the United States Marine 
Corps, is a member of the security police and firemen at the 
International Airport in Anchorage. 

Stock Roo m Supervisor Lindo A. Petitt is receiving her 10-Year 
Service Pin and congratulatory letter from Cha irman of the Board 
Booth B. Strange via Vice President-Instrumentation and Field Serv
ices Ben B. Thigpen. Linda, who (olned Western on October 20, 
1969 , was also the guest of honor at lunch at Vargo'• Restauran t 
in Houston hosted by Ben and attended by her fellow supervisors. 

SADLY at the end of November, after 10 years of service with 
Western in London, Glenys Mason left us, but she departed for a 
happy event. Any time now she is due to become a mother. 

The Saturday after Glenys left, Marcella Larsen, who is cur
rently working for Rich Holmer, threw a shower party for her. 
The get-together took place at Marcella's home near Hampton 
Court. After everyone had sampled the delicious spread provided 
for the occasion by Marcella and her mother, Glenys opened her 
gifts. Tune into the next issue of the PROFILE for further news and 
perhaps some pictures of the baby. -Story and Photos by Miriam 
Clancy. 

With the stork presidi ng , Glenys Mason (far right) begins to cut 
her baby shower cake as Gwen Champniss (from the left), Christin• 
Saunders, Marcella Larsen, and Susan and Miriam Clancy look on. 

PARTY R-6 HAS TAKEN on a continental personality with the 
recent addition of several technicians. We are now represented by 
Maria Carls.en and David Mercurio, both from Fayetteville, 
North Carolina; Paul O'Kane, from Framingham, Massachusetts; 
Robert Lillycrop, from Newport Beach, California; John Kohl
rieser, from Toledo, Ohio; David Faigman, from New Rochelle, 
New York; and Don Calledare, who brings us stories of his ad
ventures from his many travels all over the world. One can bet 
that we never lack for lively conversation. 

Party R-6 has two newlyweds and one soon-to-be to brag 
about. Mary Freeman, from Beaumont, Texas, married Den 
f reeman on November 3; and Trish and Phil Miller, married 
October 20, are busy settling into their new home. Keith Umfleet 
will tie the knot on June 14. His bride-to-be is Faye Tritch, from 
Washington, Missouri. We wish all of these couples the very best 
of luck and happiness. 

To all of our transplanted Houstonians and especially to those 
who wish they were we send a big Houston "Howdy!" -Candy 
Sellars. 

CHESTER ROUNDTREE'S 20th. Gulf Coast Party Manager C. 
E. (Chester) Roundtree received his 20-Year Service Pin during a 
luncheon in his honor held by the Gulf Coast marine department 
at the Rotisserie For Beef and Bird in Houston. Supervisor R. M. 
(Mike) McCormic made the presentation to Chester at the cele
bration on October 24. (Chester's anniversary date is September 
17, but the event had to be put off until his return from a job for 
Western in Louisiana.) Attending the luncheon, in addition to 
Chester and Mike, were Supervisor John Edel and Field Super
visor John W. (Spider) Webb, of the Gulf Coast marine depart
ment; Supervisor John Amato, of marine office administration; 
Oulf Coast Party Managers Jim Squires, Mike Shoup, and Gerald 

eterson; Observer Ernest Renner; Receptionist Virgie Bryant; 
and Secretary Norma Jones. - Virgie Bryant. 

E FIRST ANNUAL Christmas Get-together for the Marine 
able Facility in Alvin, Texas. Personnel at our new marine cable 

Morla Dupion smiles for the camera du ring the Alvin, Texas, marine 
llble facility Christmas get-together on December 21 while in the 
background Armando Mendoza (from the left) and Pat Ferre ll 
toa1t the photographer and Gary Eage and Charles Wi ll iams ta lk. 

Above-In the lunc h roam of the new Alvin facility for the 
Christmas get-together are Rvell McDonald (left, in light 
blouse) and Jan Gregory (across the table from Rve ll , from 
the left), Ma ry Kirby, Jackie Moore, and Mike Martinez. 

\ 

Below- At the Alvin facility's fest ivities are Maricela 
Cavazos (from the left), Stella Gonzales, and Bertha Garza. 

'' 

facility had been moving into the recently-completed building for 
~b~ut a month, .and by mid-December everyone was settled, just 
m time for a holiday party. Gathering in the lunch room at 2 P.M. 
on December 21 for such an event were 102 persons. Amid 
Christmas decorations punch and cookies were served and 
everyone joined in and sang a few of the old-time holiday favor
ites. A good time was enjoyed by all. -Joyce Ann Knape. (Photos 
by Bertha Garza.) 

AUDIE HARDIN DIES. Audie Hardin, wife of retired Westerner 
Clarence N. Hardin, passed away November 16 in a Norman, 
Oklahoma, hospital, where she had been a patient since late 
October due to a heart condition. The funeral service and burial 
were in Norman. 

When Clarence had heart surgery and was unable to return to 
his work as a Western party manager, he took medical retirement, 
in late 1969, and joined Audie and their younger son, Mike, at 
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their home in Weatherford, Oklahoma. They moved in 1972, 
however, to Norman, where Audie worked in a clothi~g store 
until 1974 when she suffered a heart attack. At that pom: t~ey 
both retired, spending their time relaxing, fishing, and e~Joy.mg 
their two granddaughters, the children of son Neal and his wife, 
Mary, who live in Norman. 

Clarence returned to school last year and obtained his license to 
sell real estate. As he lives near Neal, he also helps with Susan 
after school and drives Tiffani to her music appointments. 

Many Westerners will remember Neal and Mike as t~e two 
Hardin boys who grew up in the Company and occas1onall.Y 
worked for it. Neal has since graduated from Central State Um
versity in Edmond, Oklahoma, with a degree in mathematics and 
now works as a data processing systems analyst for the T. G: & Y. 
Stores Company in its Oklahoma City headquarters. Mike, . a 
geological engineering graduate of the University of Oklahoma m 
Norman, is a reservoir engineer with Energy Resources Group 
and lives in Oklahoma City. 

The PROFILE joins other Westerners in extending sympathy to 
the Hardinson their loss of this devoted wife, mother, and grand-
mother, Audie. 

NEWS OF GERRY REYNOLDS. Not only did L~ndo~ Office 
Manager Gerry Reynolds receive his 10-Year Service P1r: from 
London Vice President Damir Skerl at a luncheon held. m late 
October but he also became a father for the second time on 
November 7 when Mark Daniel was born, weighing 7 pounds, 6 
ounces. Thi; gives Gerry and Wendy another little boy to add to 
their collection and gives 2-year-old Simon a playmate-and dad 
another train set. Our best wishes go to Gerry and Wendy for 

Posing for a family photograph are London Office Manager Gerry 
Reynolds. w ife Wendy. son Simon, and newest family member. son 
M ark Daniel , who does not seem to be happy about the occasion. 

their delightful addition and also congratula~ions to Gerry for his 
10 years with Western. -Story by Kate Pile. (Photo by Gerry 
Reynolds.) 

WESTERNER'S DAUGHTER WED. Mary Susan Patrick and 
Stephen Craig Holloway were married on Ju~y 14 in a c~ndlelig~t 
ceremony at the First Presbyterian Church m Bakersfield, Cali
fornia. Susan is the daughter of Field Supervisor Jerry Patrick 

.. 
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen C. Holloway (Mary Susan Patrick) beam after 
their wedding last July 1' In Bakersfield, California . Susan Is the 
daughter of Field Supervisor Jerry Patrick and w ife Kathryn. 

and his wife, Kathryn, of Bakersfield. Steve's parents are Mrs( 
Don Eide, of Seattle, Washington, and Dean Holloway, 0 

Bakersfield. A champagne reception and dance followe~ t 
ceremony. The couple now lives in Bakersfield, where Steve is c 
owner of Highland Painting Company. 

GALVESTON CHRISTMAS PARTY. The annual Christmas P 
for Western's employees at the Galveston, Texas, laboratory a 
shops was held on December I 5 in the Admiral's Ballroom at t 
Galveston Holiday Inn. . . 0 t Employees and their guests began the evenmg by dancm~ t 1 
music of Mist a band from Corpus Christi, Texas, and nibb 

' · br on the hot hors d'ouevres that were being served. Dunng a t 
in the dancing, Lindie Wright introduced the former Galves 

Litton Resources Systems (LRS) President Jim Porter Is welcoming 
everyone to the Galveston facili ties Christmas party on December 
15 at the Galveston Holiday Inn. Listening are LRS Vice President 
Joe Sh ivers (to Jim's left) and Carole Barrera (In the background, 
from the left). Margie Johnson, Melody Pyle (obscured), and 
Lindie Wright. Frank Bertolino Is In the lower right corner. 

plant manager, Litton Resources Systems (LRS) Vice President 
Joe Shivers. Joe in turn introduced several Westerners from 
Houston and the emcee for the evening, LRS President Jim 
Porter. 

Taking over, Jim welcomed everyone to the party and thanked 
the party's organizers, Carole Barrera and Lindie Wright, for 
their efforts before handing the microphone to Margie Johnson 
and Carole and Lindie, who presented the door prizes and gag 

Ing to "Mist" during the 
rl1tma1 party are Car· 

(from the left). Benito 
anette Burke, Perry 
Davila, Don Nannlnga, 

, Debby Davila, Tom 
John and Pat Joyce. 

gifts. Among the door prizes were several bottles of wine and 
liquor, a decorative hurricane lamp, and a $50 dinner for two at 
the Wentletrap Restaurant located in Galveston's historic district. 

Gag gifts were then presented to several red-faced employees. 
These gifts included: 

A doll buggy painted Western gray and decorated to look very 
much like a vibrator buggy was presented to Max Davila, super
visor of vibrator services, in recognition of his involvement with 
the vibrator buggies and trucks located world-wide. 

A "Canadian club" (a baseball bat painted silver with "Canadian 
Club" lettering on it) was given to Bill Liberty. Bill is a native 
Canadian and plans to return there someday. We were told he had 
a preference for Canadian Club whiskey; so we made him an 
appropriate "club." 

A bottle of Di-Gel went to stock room Office Clerk Janet 
Rodefeld, who serves as the unofficial leader of "If you don't 
want it, I'll eat it for lunch bunch." We thought that the Di-Gel 
would handle her recurring upset stomach. 

Plenty of old compressor parts were given to LRS Engineering 
Manager John Mollere, whose pet peeve is working with com
pressors. 

A bottle of Tylenol and a bottle of wine were presented to 
Assistant Accounting Supervisor Reggie Martin, who works in 
Houston's payroll department, for relief of tension headaches and 
relaxation at home after the pressures of getting Galveston's pay
roll ready for the Christmas weekend. 

Patricia Williamson, secretary to Buddy Beam in Alvin, re
ceived a Wonderful Waterfuls toy to relieve (or worsen) the 
constant pressure of figuring jobs and getting them out as 
scheduled. 

A sieve was delivered to Ben Garcia, Sr., foreman of the 
welding shop, as a remembrance of his beginning days as a 
welder. It seems that his first welds held like a sieve. 

A bove left- On the donce floor at the Galveston Christmas party 
are Alvin Recept ionist Cindi Matts (left) and Litton Resources Sys· 
tems President Jim Porter and his wife , Jenny. Center left 
Richard Rogers and wife Socorro enloy themselves at the party. 
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Enloylng themselves at the Galveston Christmas party are Socorro 
and Richard Rogers (from the left), Ronnie Nillen, Eva Vance and 
her partner (not Identified) , and Bob and Patricia Williamson. 

A ouija board was given to Dick Farris, new plant manager in 
Galveston, to help him schedule jobs for the future, compute jobs 
in progress, and to predict what tomorrow will bring. 

Marine transport division Purchasing Agent Frank Bertolino 
received an apron for all of the barbecue and gumbo parties he 

throws at home. 
A McDonald's gift certificate and brown bags were presented 

with a flourish to Western Industrial Relations Manager Bob 
Mason in appreciation of his many trips from Houston to Gal
veston. For all of the lunches that he has missed he can "brown 
bag it" to Galveston, and to compensate for all of the times he has 
had to "catch a quick bite" back in Houston we gave him the 
McDonald's gift certificate. 

Following the gag gift presentations, serious gifts were pre-
sented to both Carole Barrera and Lindie Wright for their organi
zation of the party. Each received six long-stemmed red roses . 
The evening then concluded with more dancing and fun. All in 
all, everyone had a great time. 

Special thanks go to Dick Farris and Mack Towns for their 
patience with the party's organizers. Thanks also go to Shirley 
Ballew, Jeanette Burke, Sharon Criado, Margie Johnson, Sheila 
O'Connor, Carol Pierce, Melody Pyle, Janet Rodefeld, Beverlie 
Singleton, Patricia Williamson, and Eva Vance for their help at 
the ticket door; to Mike Trube for the ticket designs and duplica
tion; to Virgie Bryant, Icille Edison, Joyce Knape, and Janice 
McAdams for ticket sales; and to everyone in the shop who gave 
of their time to assemble gag gifts or to give ideas for them. 
- Lindie Wright. (Photos by Tom Mahoney and Max Davila.) 

FROM DEEP IN THE HEART of Texas comes a big hello from the 
land and special problems center (LSPC) in Houston. We wel
come Jan Chinnock, a new co-secretary in the LSPC. Jan has just 
returned to Houston after living in Brownsville, Texas, for 6 
years. Besides keeping husband Dick happy, her hobbies include 
reading, bowling, and spoiling 2-year-old grandson Shawn. 

Part-time Secretary Marilyn Hilty, after 4 Y2 years, quit, and 
everyone misses her laughter and charming self. With two sons 
attending Texas A&M University (one a senior) and a daughter in 
high school, her days are busy ones. Marilyn and husband Bob 
took a three-week vacation trip to Europe, visiting places once 
lived, old friends, family, a few pubs, and antique stores before 
settling down to the routine at home. 

Our best wishes are going out for this October wedding. Geo-
physical Technician Miranda Scholton, in Group 25, married ex
W es tern er Michael Cline on October 19 in Houston. Then a 
formal wedding followed with family in Chicago October 27 . 

Congratulations go to this new Westerner, Geophysical Tech
nician Dan Quick, who married Kittei Lau on October 27. 

Westerners are wonderful people, and yet more proof is Junior 
Draftsman Arthur Guel, in land drafting, who married Junior 
Tape Librarian Julia Hernandez on August 19. Congratulations 
and best wishes to you both. 

New arrivals include Cheryl Ann, who was born on April 30 to 
Geophysical Analyst Bill Cowart and wife Jvona; Monica, who 
was born on June 13 to Draftsman Albert Perez and wife Yolan
da; Daway, who was born on July 8 to Geophysical Technicians 

Ca ry Chen and his wife, Easi ng. w ho are both geophysical tech· 
nlclans in the Houston digita l center , proudly pose with their f irst 
child. Daway. who was born on July 8, weighing 6 pounds , 6 ounces. 

Easing and Cary Chen; and Jennifer Ann, who was born Septem· 
ber 5 to Assistant Supervisor-Data Processing Bob Russ and wife 

Manuela. 
Congratulations to those who have purchased new homes: 

Geophysical Analyst Brenda Gumaer and Geophysical Techni· 
cians Mike Gurski and Easing and Cary Chen. - Peggy Eggleston. 

WESTERN'S INSTRUMENTATION and field services departmen 
under the direction of Vice President Ben B. Thigpen, has 
cently moved to new offices at 3700 Westchase Drive in Housto 
The new building is only a block from our headquarters buildi 
at 10001 Richmond Avenue. 

The move was necessitated by the growth that Western 
experienced since moving into the headquarters building in ~9? 
When additional office space was needed, we leased an exist 
building and began to adapt the 30,000 square feet of floor s 
to the needs of the instrumentation and field services departrne 

After construct ion was completed, the department faced . 
task of moving 60 employees, all of their assorted office eq 
ment, numerous computer systems and test equipment, and 

entire ~ontents of. a large stock room, drafting room, and tech
nical hbra~y. W1.th the careful planning of electronics lab 
Manager Rich ~ch1ffman .and the help of all of the employees, the 
rnove was earned out qmckly and efficiently in mid-November. 
~he well-planned new building contains a number of executive 

offt~es , as well a~ areas. for the various instrumentation and field 
ser~ 1ce groups , mcludmg the instrumentation lab, electronics 
des1g~ and ~odule test areas.' wi~e shop, inventory control, 
drafting, quality control, techmcal library, and field service The 
building a~so contains an employee lunchroom, copy room: and 
guard stat10n. 

Sharing th~ s~ace in the new building are two other depart
ments, a nav1~at10n group headed by Supervisor Tom Courtney 
and th~ geos~1ence systems department under the direction of 
Supervisor Mike Evans. 

Instrumentation ~nd field services is settling into its new 
~uarter~ and ret~rnmg to bu.siness .as usual. The department's 
1nterestmg ~nd diverse operat10ns will be the subject of a future 
PROFILE article. - Pam Carlin. 

IT IS . NOT that the members of Party V-58, working in Saudi 
Arabia, do not have good intentions to report regularly in the 
PROFILE. T~e~ do; unfortunately, things beyond their control 
s.uch as rece1vmg the deadline-notification letters after the dead~ 
Imes are past and the presence of "gremlins" that steal or hide 
completed copy, have kept them out of the magazine lately Th . d " . ey 
prom1~e to sen a p~oper': article to the PROFILE soon; in the 
meantime P~rty V-58 s resident poet, Morilla the Driller, also 
~nown as Dnller-Mechanic Hugh Coleman, was pressed into serv
ice by Par.ty Manager C. E. (Ernie) Jopp and sent the fo llowing 
poem, wh~ch about sums up the present crew staffing, according 
to Supervisor Grover R. Graham, who works closely with th 
crew. e 

THE CREW OF PARTY V-58 

With the cold weather coming on, 
Party V-58 keeps plodding along. 
The surveyors out front showing the way, 
Oerry Mallon, Dave Lillicrap every day. 
Ne~t we have the recording crew, 

his lot are all kind of new 
M'k ' I e Zelum, Rob Buno, Steve Cistone and Bob Davis too' 
m~ of the .?'?er hands keep them on' the go, ' · 
epmg the vibes" running to and fro. 
ese are our trusty techs forever tending 
n ~arnum , Jack Bull, and lshfaque, fi~ing and mending 
e 8. so have two drills clean and neat, · 

mg the party on their feet 
th J h ' • 0 n Sh~ldon.' John Davidson, and Brian King 

mg the pipe with added zing! 
mechamc.s running the shop 

n Pettis Ma d h . ' 
11 

' m ou , and Amm keeping on top. 
ow we also need 
. weathering sho~ter MaJ·eed 
In th' ' . ,
8 

g is bun~h is a busy lot, 
Steve Davis, Ray Willard, and P. M., E . Jopp. 

-Marilla the Driller. 

AREWELL . . . to Mick Collms. Mick Collins gardener and 
n at our L d ff' . ' r f on on o ice, left us m October for a much 

s :ni~er:ient. Mick was our gardener-handyman for sev~ 
troubl~ m fact, return~ a few days a week to keep himself 

. London Office Manager Gerry Reynolds pre-

Gardener-handyman Mick Collins (left ) receives , via London Office 
Manager Gerry Reynolds in the London digital center canteen a 
gold watch from his f ellow workers to commemorate his retireme'nt. 

sent~d Mick with a gold watch given to him by his colleagues prior 
to his fo~mal departure. Let us hope that you have a super retire
ment, Mick . - Your Friends. (Photo by Miriam Clancy.) 

HOMER C. HOLDER PASSES AWAY. Homer, 70, who had suf
fered a stroke recently, died January 18 in Denison Texas his 
hometown. Funeral services were held on January 21 'in Deni~on 

Homer had been a valued employee of Western Geophysicai 
Company for more than 32 years - from September 8, 1942, to 
Decemb:r 3.1, 1974 -:- and, among other things, was party chief of 
Western s first gravity crew. Originally hired as a surveyor he 
served on land and ma:ine. crews, both foreign and domestic; 'was 
e~ually at. ho~e on se1~m1c and "Vibroseis""' crews; and, at the 
time of h~s retirement m 197 4, was based in the purchasing de
partment m Houston. 

Neve: ?1arried, Homer returned to Denison after his retire
men.t, hvmg near his brother, J. P . Holder, and his brother's 
family . 

Our deepest sympathy goes to the Holder fami ly. 

HOM ER C. HOLDER 
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Enloylng themselves at the Galveston Christmas party are Socorro 
and Richard Rogers (from the left), Ronnie Nillen, Eva Vance and 
her partner (not Identified) , and Bob and Patricia Williamson. 

A ouija board was given to Dick Farris, new plant manager in 
Galveston, to help him schedule jobs for the future, compute jobs 
in progress, and to predict what tomorrow will bring. 

Marine transport division Purchasing Agent Frank Bertolino 
received an apron for all of the barbecue and gumbo parties he 

throws at home. 
A McDonald's gift certificate and brown bags were presented 

with a flourish to Western Industrial Relations Manager Bob 
Mason in appreciation of his many trips from Houston to Gal
veston. For all of the lunches that he has missed he can "brown 
bag it" to Galveston, and to compensate for all of the times he has 
had to "catch a quick bite" back in Houston we gave him the 
McDonald's gift certificate. 

Following the gag gift presentations, serious gifts were pre-
sented to both Carole Barrera and Lindie Wright for their organi
zation of the party. Each received six long-stemmed red roses . 
The evening then concluded with more dancing and fun. All in 
all, everyone had a great time. 

Special thanks go to Dick Farris and Mack Towns for their 
patience with the party's organizers. Thanks also go to Shirley 
Ballew, Jeanette Burke, Sharon Criado, Margie Johnson, Sheila 
O'Connor, Carol Pierce, Melody Pyle, Janet Rodefeld, Beverlie 
Singleton, Patricia Williamson, and Eva Vance for their help at 
the ticket door; to Mike Trube for the ticket designs and duplica
tion; to Virgie Bryant, Icille Edison, Joyce Knape, and Janice 
McAdams for ticket sales; and to everyone in the shop who gave 
of their time to assemble gag gifts or to give ideas for them. 
- Lindie Wright. (Photos by Tom Mahoney and Max Davila.) 

FROM DEEP IN THE HEART of Texas comes a big hello from the 
land and special problems center (LSPC) in Houston. We wel
come Jan Chinnock, a new co-secretary in the LSPC. Jan has just 
returned to Houston after living in Brownsville, Texas, for 6 
years. Besides keeping husband Dick happy, her hobbies include 
reading, bowling, and spoiling 2-year-old grandson Shawn. 

Part-time Secretary Marilyn Hilty, after 4 Y2 years, quit, and 
everyone misses her laughter and charming self. With two sons 
attending Texas A&M University (one a senior) and a daughter in 
high school, her days are busy ones. Marilyn and husband Bob 
took a three-week vacation trip to Europe, visiting places once 
lived, old friends, family, a few pubs, and antique stores before 
settling down to the routine at home. 

Our best wishes are going out for this October wedding. Geo-
physical Technician Miranda Scholton, in Group 25, married ex
W es tern er Michael Cline on October 19 in Houston. Then a 
formal wedding followed with family in Chicago October 27 . 

Congratulations go to this new Westerner, Geophysical Tech
nician Dan Quick, who married Kittei Lau on October 27. 

Westerners are wonderful people, and yet more proof is Junior 
Draftsman Arthur Guel, in land drafting, who married Junior 
Tape Librarian Julia Hernandez on August 19. Congratulations 
and best wishes to you both. 

New arrivals include Cheryl Ann, who was born on April 30 to 
Geophysical Analyst Bill Cowart and wife Jvona; Monica, who 
was born on June 13 to Draftsman Albert Perez and wife Yolan
da; Daway, who was born on July 8 to Geophysical Technicians 

Ca ry Chen and his wife, Easi ng. w ho are both geophysical tech· 
nlclans in the Houston digita l center , proudly pose with their f irst 
child. Daway. who was born on July 8, weighing 6 pounds , 6 ounces. 

Easing and Cary Chen; and Jennifer Ann, who was born Septem· 
ber 5 to Assistant Supervisor-Data Processing Bob Russ and wife 

Manuela. 
Congratulations to those who have purchased new homes: 

Geophysical Analyst Brenda Gumaer and Geophysical Techni· 
cians Mike Gurski and Easing and Cary Chen. - Peggy Eggleston. 

WESTERN'S INSTRUMENTATION and field services departmen 
under the direction of Vice President Ben B. Thigpen, has 
cently moved to new offices at 3700 Westchase Drive in Housto 
The new building is only a block from our headquarters buildi 
at 10001 Richmond Avenue. 

The move was necessitated by the growth that Western 
experienced since moving into the headquarters building in ~9? 
When additional office space was needed, we leased an exist 
building and began to adapt the 30,000 square feet of floor s 
to the needs of the instrumentation and field services departrne 

After construct ion was completed, the department faced . 
task of moving 60 employees, all of their assorted office eq 
ment, numerous computer systems and test equipment, and 

entire ~ontents of. a large stock room, drafting room, and tech
nical hbra~y. W1.th the careful planning of electronics lab 
Manager Rich ~ch1ffman .and the help of all of the employees, the 
rnove was earned out qmckly and efficiently in mid-November. 
~he well-planned new building contains a number of executive 

offt~es , as well a~ areas. for the various instrumentation and field 
ser~ 1ce groups , mcludmg the instrumentation lab, electronics 
des1g~ and ~odule test areas.' wi~e shop, inventory control, 
drafting, quality control, techmcal library, and field service The 
building a~so contains an employee lunchroom, copy room: and 
guard stat10n. 

Sharing th~ s~ace in the new building are two other depart
ments, a nav1~at10n group headed by Supervisor Tom Courtney 
and th~ geos~1ence systems department under the direction of 
Supervisor Mike Evans. 

Instrumentation ~nd field services is settling into its new 
~uarter~ and ret~rnmg to bu.siness .as usual. The department's 
1nterestmg ~nd diverse operat10ns will be the subject of a future 
PROFILE article. - Pam Carlin. 

IT IS . NOT that the members of Party V-58, working in Saudi 
Arabia, do not have good intentions to report regularly in the 
PROFILE. T~e~ do; unfortunately, things beyond their control 
s.uch as rece1vmg the deadline-notification letters after the dead~ 
Imes are past and the presence of "gremlins" that steal or hide 
completed copy, have kept them out of the magazine lately Th . d " . ey 
prom1~e to sen a p~oper': article to the PROFILE soon; in the 
meantime P~rty V-58 s resident poet, Morilla the Driller, also 
~nown as Dnller-Mechanic Hugh Coleman, was pressed into serv
ice by Par.ty Manager C. E. (Ernie) Jopp and sent the fo llowing 
poem, wh~ch about sums up the present crew staffing, according 
to Supervisor Grover R. Graham, who works closely with th 
crew. e 

THE CREW OF PARTY V-58 

With the cold weather coming on, 
Party V-58 keeps plodding along. 
The surveyors out front showing the way, 
Oerry Mallon, Dave Lillicrap every day. 
Ne~t we have the recording crew, 

his lot are all kind of new 
M'k ' I e Zelum, Rob Buno, Steve Cistone and Bob Davis too' 
m~ of the .?'?er hands keep them on' the go, ' · 
epmg the vibes" running to and fro. 
ese are our trusty techs forever tending 
n ~arnum , Jack Bull, and lshfaque, fi~ing and mending 
e 8. so have two drills clean and neat, · 

mg the party on their feet 
th J h ' • 0 n Sh~ldon.' John Davidson, and Brian King 

mg the pipe with added zing! 
mechamc.s running the shop 

n Pettis Ma d h . ' 
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' m ou , and Amm keeping on top. 
ow we also need 
. weathering sho~ter MaJ·eed 
In th' ' . ,
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g is bun~h is a busy lot, 
Steve Davis, Ray Willard, and P. M., E . Jopp. 

-Marilla the Driller. 

AREWELL . . . to Mick Collms. Mick Collins gardener and 
n at our L d ff' . ' r f on on o ice, left us m October for a much 

s :ni~er:ient. Mick was our gardener-handyman for sev~ 
troubl~ m fact, return~ a few days a week to keep himself 

. London Office Manager Gerry Reynolds pre-

Gardener-handyman Mick Collins (left ) receives , via London Office 
Manager Gerry Reynolds in the London digital center canteen a 
gold watch from his f ellow workers to commemorate his retireme'nt. 

sent~d Mick with a gold watch given to him by his colleagues prior 
to his fo~mal departure. Let us hope that you have a super retire
ment, Mick . - Your Friends. (Photo by Miriam Clancy.) 

HOMER C. HOLDER PASSES AWAY. Homer, 70, who had suf
fered a stroke recently, died January 18 in Denison Texas his 
hometown. Funeral services were held on January 21 'in Deni~on 

Homer had been a valued employee of Western Geophysicai 
Company for more than 32 years - from September 8, 1942, to 
Decemb:r 3.1, 1974 -:- and, among other things, was party chief of 
Western s first gravity crew. Originally hired as a surveyor he 
served on land and ma:ine. crews, both foreign and domestic; 'was 
e~ually at. ho~e on se1~m1c and "Vibroseis""' crews; and, at the 
time of h~s retirement m 197 4, was based in the purchasing de
partment m Houston. 

Neve: ?1arried, Homer returned to Denison after his retire
men.t, hvmg near his brother, J. P . Holder, and his brother's 
family . 

Our deepest sympathy goes to the Holder fami ly. 

HOM ER C. HOLDER 
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Galveston facility machine shop Supervisor Bill Liberty and wife 
Anne get a laugh out of the T·shirt that Bill received from his 
fellow workers at a retirement dinner in his honor on November 4. 

BILL LIBERTY RETIRES. Personnel at the Galveston, Texas, 
machine shop hosted a farewell barbecue dinner in honor of 
machine shop Supervisor W. D. (Bill) Liberty and his wife, Anne, 
on November 4 at Don's Delicatessen in Galveston. Machine shop 
Supervisor Jack Graham presented Bill and Anne with a photo 
album, consisting of pictures and captions of fellow workers at 
Western, and a gift certificate from those attending the dinner. 
The Libertys also received special gifts from individuals at the 
barbecue before the party adjourned to the couple's home for the 

evening. 
Bill was supervisor of the machine shop for seven years, pre-

ceded by 16 years of service with Western in Los Angeles and in 
Galveston. Although he officially retired last July 31, he is still 
giving of himself through his invaluable consultation and at the 
present time is very much involved in setting up the machine shop 
at the new Alvin marine cable facility. 

The Libertys will eventually be moving to Vancouver, British 
Columbia, to make their permanent home and enjoy themselves. 
We wish them the best that life has to offer. -Pam Reynolds. 
(Photos by Kathy Graham.) 

HERE'S THAT SAFETY MAN AGAIN! 

Oh! Our crew has been rollin' and gettin' work done, 
And there are times when we even have fun . 
Permittin' ain't bad and surveyin' is fine, 
The juggies are hustlin' up and down the line. 

Then one day this man comes to town, 
We arrange for a meetin' and everyone sits down. 
Some of us listen to the Safety Man's pleas, 
'Cause if we don't, he may get on his knees. 

The Safety Man talks and feeds us a line, 
The Party Manager is nervous and checks the time. 
"We're losing production and that costs us dough, 
That bloomin' idiot doesn't seem to know!" 

Everyone is listenin' after signin' his name, 
'Cause Accident Prevention is the name of the game. 
So the Party Manager concludes, "Let him have his say, 
'Cause a life may be saved on this very day." 

- Safety Supervisor Gene Stramel. 
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HONORARY FIRE CHIEF. Raymond Garcia, 13, son of Houston 
Facilities Manager Raymond Garcia and wife Victoria, has been 
named an honorary fire chief of the Houston fire department. 
Raymond received the award for reporting an arson in progress in 
his neighborhood and for the five court appearances he had to 
make when the case went to court. 

Raymond and his brother, James, 8, were playing outside their 
home in Houston when they saw a man setting fire to a house a 
few doors away. The boys told their mother, and Raymond later 
agreed to testify in the arson trial of the man, who subsequently 
pleaded guilty. Several trial postponements forced Raymond to 
appear in court five times. 

ln addition to the certificate naming him an honorary fire 
chief, Raymond may also receive a $200 reward from the city of 
Houston if the city council approves it. 

CINDY AND TREVOR'S WEDDING . It always used to be such a 
mouthful when anyone in the London office paged Cindy Salt· 
amachia over the tannoy; so invariably it would be "Would Cindy 
Saltamachia please phone extension XX, would Cindy (pause) 
please phone XX." That is all in the past now, except when 
someone forgets, for on Saturday, December 8, Cindy Salt
amachia became Cindy Gatus when she was married to Trevor 
Gatus in York, Yorkshire, his home county. Both Cindy and 
Trevor work in the data processing center in Isleworth, and all of 
their colleagues wish them the very best of luck in their marriage 
and their future lives together. Many Westerners attended the 
wedding, including London Operations Manager Joe 
Saltamachia, who proudly gave his daughter away, and his wife, 

Joan. 
Hopefully in the next issue of the PROFILE we shall be able to 

show you a picture of the happy couple on THE day. Our photog· 
rapher also was "trigger happy" on the Wednesday before the 
event when London data processing center Manager Fred Merten 
presented Cindy and Trevor with various gifts from their col
leagues. - Miriam Clancy and Kate Pile. (Photo by Kate Pile.) 

Standing behind the wedding presents that they hod received from 
their fellow workers in the London digital center prior to their 
wedding on December 8 are Cindy Saltomachla and Trevor Gatus. 

CHRISTMAS PARTY Held by Western's London Off. 
. I 340 ice. 

Approx1~ate ~ Westerners and guests turned up for 
Westerns Chnst~as party December 21 at the Excelsior Hotel 
near Heathrow Airport even though the weather was very snowy 
and really unpleasant. 

We h~d an excellent meal of seafood cocktail, soup, roast 
turkey with cr~nber:y sauce, and, of course, Christmas pudding. 
There were fairly liberal amounts of wine to wash everything 
dow.n altho~g.h everyb?dy was very careful because of the bad 
driving cond1t10ns outside. It was a far cry from last year's dinn 
which u.nfortunat~ly was very makeshift because the kitch:r~ 
caught fire and chicken take-aways were the order of the da 

Aft~r the meal came the ~~eeches. Geoff Lonsdale, who ~·ad 
organized th~ event after ongmal party organizer Pat Cole went 
into the hospital, thanked everyone who had worked with h'm · 

. h ff I In getting t e party o the ground, particularly Evelyn Sperry 
Christine Saunders, Sally Humphreys, and Gwen Champniss'. 
Geoff then presented ~ondon Vice President Damir Skerl, who 
spoke about the contnbution that all of the London personnel 
had made to the growth of Western during the past year and 
thanked everyone before wishing us a very merry Christmas and a 
happy and prosperous 1980. 

Speeches were followed by dancing to the Dark Blues a 
f 

· I d , very 
~ro ess1ona an extremely go?d band; so everybody boogied un-
til about 1 A.M •. when, sadly, 1t became time to go home. 

We were hopmg to take a lot of photographs for the PROFILE 

but sadly th~ camera went on the blink - excuse the pun_ s~ 
regrettably this year there are no pictures. Next year howeve . h h ·1 , r, we 
promise t at t ere w1 1 b: plenty. All of our thanks must go to 

PG~off Lonsdale for making the evening go off so we11.-Kate 
11e. 

PARTY V-3 •. bas~d ~n Beeville, Texas, has worked in the south 
Texas area ~mce its inception in March 1977 and was voted the 

o. I crew m south Tex.as by a unanimous vote of its own mem
~rs. Party Man~g~r Keith Jones has seen this crew grow in both 
Size ~nd product1V1ty over the years. 

Wit? the. introduction of another Beeville-based "Vibroseis""' 
party ~n this a!ea soon, our small city will house five Western 
r:~~s mall. With such a flourishing mecca of Western personnel 

1S important to ~aintain a high level of co-operation among th~ 
crews m order to msure maximum working efficiency. One ex
~le ~~ s,uch co-?perative efforts includes the loaning of one of 

Y 3 s permit cars and our very own permit agent Joe 
osas, to another Beeville crew. ' 
On th · · e senous side of operations, we have taken the liberty of 

~:i~·~. Vb!trerm!t tghent Jimmy Blair organizes his thoughts (one 
er wit t e eyes closed) while working with the crew. 

Porty V·3 Cable-truck Driver Elionay Tapai does daily mai t 
on his vehicle while working with the crew in Beevill n eTnance e , exas. 

Port.y V·3 Vi.brator Operator Rufino Ojeda takes a break and is 
getting a drink while working with the crew in Beeville , Texas . 

compili~g ~orne interesting year-end statistics to satisfy your (and 
our) cunos1ty. Thus far in 1979 (December) Party V-3's vibrators 
have .shaken the ground over 1,250,000 times; and over 2 300 
workmg ~ours have been spent in the field, much of it in' the 
br~sh, with our surveyors chalking up over 16,000 vibrator 
P?mts. ~f all of that does not impress you, perhaps the photo of 
J 1m Blair can. - Greg McDowell. (Photos by Keith Jones.) 

OF !HE ~A~Y EVENTS that contributed to Party V-2's con
ducting se1s~1c _operations throughout Kansas, the most distant 
w~re. the penod1cal transg~essions and regressions of inland seas 
w1thm this a~ea. The multitudes of animal life that lived in these 
seas would smk to the bottom to form a muck which, due to a 
lack . of oxyge~, could never completely decay. As deposition 
continued, sediments would encase these organic residues under 
extreme pressures, thus forming petroleum. The complex hydro
carbon rnolecul~s preserved in petroleum were originally trans
formed from simple molecules of water and carbon dioxide 
thr~ugh t~e use of energy provided by sunlight. 

Smee th~s energy has become so essential to the modern world 
and .our client, Party Y-2 has been doing its utmost to produce 
qual.1ty da~a. Reward for our efforts was a recent production din
ner mcludmg the finest of food, drink, and company. 
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Galveston facility machine shop Supervisor Bill Liberty and wife 
Anne get a laugh out of the T·shirt that Bill received from his 
fellow workers at a retirement dinner in his honor on November 4. 

BILL LIBERTY RETIRES. Personnel at the Galveston, Texas, 
machine shop hosted a farewell barbecue dinner in honor of 
machine shop Supervisor W. D. (Bill) Liberty and his wife, Anne, 
on November 4 at Don's Delicatessen in Galveston. Machine shop 
Supervisor Jack Graham presented Bill and Anne with a photo 
album, consisting of pictures and captions of fellow workers at 
Western, and a gift certificate from those attending the dinner. 
The Libertys also received special gifts from individuals at the 
barbecue before the party adjourned to the couple's home for the 

evening. 
Bill was supervisor of the machine shop for seven years, pre-

ceded by 16 years of service with Western in Los Angeles and in 
Galveston. Although he officially retired last July 31, he is still 
giving of himself through his invaluable consultation and at the 
present time is very much involved in setting up the machine shop 
at the new Alvin marine cable facility. 

The Libertys will eventually be moving to Vancouver, British 
Columbia, to make their permanent home and enjoy themselves. 
We wish them the best that life has to offer. -Pam Reynolds. 
(Photos by Kathy Graham.) 

HERE'S THAT SAFETY MAN AGAIN! 

Oh! Our crew has been rollin' and gettin' work done, 
And there are times when we even have fun . 
Permittin' ain't bad and surveyin' is fine, 
The juggies are hustlin' up and down the line. 

Then one day this man comes to town, 
We arrange for a meetin' and everyone sits down. 
Some of us listen to the Safety Man's pleas, 
'Cause if we don't, he may get on his knees. 

The Safety Man talks and feeds us a line, 
The Party Manager is nervous and checks the time. 
"We're losing production and that costs us dough, 
That bloomin' idiot doesn't seem to know!" 

Everyone is listenin' after signin' his name, 
'Cause Accident Prevention is the name of the game. 
So the Party Manager concludes, "Let him have his say, 
'Cause a life may be saved on this very day." 

- Safety Supervisor Gene Stramel. 
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HONORARY FIRE CHIEF. Raymond Garcia, 13, son of Houston 
Facilities Manager Raymond Garcia and wife Victoria, has been 
named an honorary fire chief of the Houston fire department. 
Raymond received the award for reporting an arson in progress in 
his neighborhood and for the five court appearances he had to 
make when the case went to court. 

Raymond and his brother, James, 8, were playing outside their 
home in Houston when they saw a man setting fire to a house a 
few doors away. The boys told their mother, and Raymond later 
agreed to testify in the arson trial of the man, who subsequently 
pleaded guilty. Several trial postponements forced Raymond to 
appear in court five times. 

ln addition to the certificate naming him an honorary fire 
chief, Raymond may also receive a $200 reward from the city of 
Houston if the city council approves it. 

CINDY AND TREVOR'S WEDDING . It always used to be such a 
mouthful when anyone in the London office paged Cindy Salt· 
amachia over the tannoy; so invariably it would be "Would Cindy 
Saltamachia please phone extension XX, would Cindy (pause) 
please phone XX." That is all in the past now, except when 
someone forgets, for on Saturday, December 8, Cindy Salt
amachia became Cindy Gatus when she was married to Trevor 
Gatus in York, Yorkshire, his home county. Both Cindy and 
Trevor work in the data processing center in Isleworth, and all of 
their colleagues wish them the very best of luck in their marriage 
and their future lives together. Many Westerners attended the 
wedding, including London Operations Manager Joe 
Saltamachia, who proudly gave his daughter away, and his wife, 

Joan. 
Hopefully in the next issue of the PROFILE we shall be able to 

show you a picture of the happy couple on THE day. Our photog· 
rapher also was "trigger happy" on the Wednesday before the 
event when London data processing center Manager Fred Merten 
presented Cindy and Trevor with various gifts from their col
leagues. - Miriam Clancy and Kate Pile. (Photo by Kate Pile.) 
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CHRISTMAS PARTY Held by Western's London Off. 
. I 340 ice. 
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f 

· I d , very 
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Party V-2 Helper Kenny Burrous is picking up the line in Kansas. 
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Above- Party V-2 vibrators shake the flat prairie of Kansas. 

Below- Standing next to one of Party V-2's vibrators near 
Colby , Ka nsas, are Vibrator Operator Ray Gamez (from t~e 
left} , Helper-Training-As-A-Vibrator Operator Harold Ma~n
us , and Vibrator Operators George Korobka and Joe Garcia. 

Cable-truck Driver Bradya Ba ll is capping off a cablehead and 
rolling cable whi le he works with Party V-2 near Co lby , Kansa s. 

~ 

Junior Observer Greg Jones , a new hire from the Ohio Institute of 
Technology , stands at the threshold of the Party V-2 recorde r. 

During Thanksgiving some traveled far and others remained 
here in Colby, Kansas, for their turkey dinners. . 

Party V-2 is proud to report the birth of Amanda, ~ beautiful 
baby girl, to Cable-truck Driver Bradya Ball_ and wi~e Sandy. 
Cable Fixer Cindy Neff, wife of Observer Chns Neff, is so~n to 
be a mother. Her expertise in the art of cables and flyers will be 
hard to replace. . . 

We scheduled an 11-day Christmas break , and dun ng this 

Period Party V-2 ceased to be a single entity as crew membe~ 
· · d" "d 1 VI• pursued those things in life that satisfy them as m ivi ua s. 

brator Operator Rafael Diaz-Malagon an? Surveyor ~ore%° 
Verdusco traveled to their hometown of Chihuahua, Mexico, 
La Navidad while Vibrator Operators Ray ~Tokyo) ~amez ~~ 
(Big) Joe Garcia passed the holidays at their home m Beevi 
Texas. Also going home for Christmas were Party Manager H. 
(Slick) Watts, who headed for Monroe, Louisiana, fo~ a w~ 
earned respite; Junior Observer Greg Jones, a .recent hire fr 
the Ohio Institute of Technology, and wife Susie, who n;iade t 
long haul to Delaw~re , Ohio; and _Yi~rator C?perat~r ~1 11 N~ 
whose family and friends greeted him m Comins, Michigan. 
Hustlers Harold Mainus, Manley Mainus, and Ken?Y Burr~ 
headed for the wooded hills of Galeton, Pennsylvarna, fo r t . 
diversion while Field Clerk Mark C. Brant toured the Ba~a 
Out Islands to consummate his more hedonistic tendencies 

permit Agent Willard Rachal and wife Shirley skipped over to Las 
Vegas for a piece of the action. 

Among those who found their Christmas inspiration right here 
in Colby, which they call home, were Vibrator Mechanic Richard 
zowie and his family; Cable Pusher De Wayne (Duke) Anderson, 
wife DeAnn, and newborn son Trevor (Litt le Duke); and Helper 
Roger (Red) Chadwick. 

While the members of Party V-2 all viewed this Christmas 
break as a spendid opportunity to detach themselves from the 
daily routine and to gain a fres h perspective of their lives and 
work , it is wise to remember that a person is not worth much until 
he enjoys his vocation as much as his vacation. By the way, our 
client called today to congratulate us on our average monthly pro
duction for 1979. 

Farewell and all of the best to our fellow Westerners from Party 
V-2 . - Story and Photos by Mark C. Brant. 

NEWS FROM KARA CH I. The Karachi, Pakistan, office moved 
to a new location several months ago and is situated in a very nice 
district of the city. 

Field Supervisor Vic Mutten departed for Khan Kaen, Thai
land, in early August and was replaced by Ken Tutt. Resident 
Manager Mel Weidner finally was able to take his home leave and 
is visiting in Mesa, Arizona. Supervisor E. W. (Woody) Clark , 
UI, replaced Mel during his vacation. T he Karachi office staff 
consists of Administrative Ass istant Ralph Brookes, Secretary Ida 
Ahmad, and Warehouseman Arnold Nazareth. 

Recent visitors to Karachi have been Senior Vice President Neal 
Cramer and London Inst rument Field Support Supervisor Mike 
Ayres. A "Kurrachee" welcome is extended to anyone passing 
through to points in the East. 

We hope that all of our friends in the Company had a very 
merry Christmas. - L. Ken Tutt. 

THE WESTERN GEOPHYSICAL Ill is currently here in the Ara
bian Gulf doing shallow-water work off the coast of Abu Dhabi, 
United Arab Emirates. Among those manning the ship are Cap
tains C. A. (Cecil) King and Frank Cassidy and Cook Tan Ji 
eng. 
Cecil joined the Western Geophysical III on December 30, 

1978. He was joined by Grace Fjerstad in Manama, Bahrain, 
here they were married last May 12. They are currently living in 

rain. 

The Western Geophysical Ill is at ancho r in the Arabian Gulf. 

• £ 

Above- Taking a quick break In the galley of the Western 
Geophysical Ill are Marine Engineer Steve Faul (from the 
left) , Mate Frank Cassidy, and Captain Cecil A. King. The 
ship Is In the Arabian Gulf while the crew does TELESEIS 
work off the Abu Dhabi coast. Below- Cook Tan JI Teng 
samples his own cooking aboard the Western Geophysical Ill . 

W ESTERN'S AN NUAL CHRISTM AS party in Houston.was again 
held at the Galleria P laza Hotel. More than 365 employees, guests, 
and retirees attended the December 21 event. Prior to a short 
program a most delicious dinner was enjoyed by all. 

Litton Resources Group Safety Director Ben W. Green served 
as the master of ceremonies for the program. Since Ben has had 
prior experience as a free-lance broadcaster for several local radio 
and television stations, his performance as M. C. was excellent 
and greatly enhanced the success of the program and party. 

Two of the awards given during the program were directed 
toward two employees in the Western "family" who had exhibited 
a concern for the well-being of others in the Houston community. 
Recipients of these awards were Purchasing Agent Robert D. 
(Bob) Sasseen and Keypunch Supervisor Johnie Reed. Both 
Johnie and Bob were instrumental in acquiring aid for fellow 
employees during one of the floods in 1979. 

Party R- 12 Assistant Supervisor William S. (Bill) Lowenberg 
and Director of Education and Training Quentin M. Spradling 
were given awards in recognition of their involvement with and 
contributions to Junior Achievement and Project Business as 
representatives of Western Geophysical. 

Virgie Bryant received an award for her service as Western's 
receptionist at the main office in Houston. It cited the personality, 
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The annual Christmas party December 21 for Westerners in Houston 
was a success once again , as these pictures illustrate. 1. Virgie 
Bryant admires the award presented to her for her services as the 
receptionist at our main office while Supervisor Bill Hudson (left) 
and Party Manager C. E. (Chester) Roundtree look on. 2. Senior 
Secretary Amparo Amezquita and her date, Sam Fecto , dance to 
the music of "Spectrum 78" at the party. 3. Assistant Supervisor 
Bill Lowenberg receives an award in recognition of his involve· 
ment with and contribution to Junior Achievement. Master of 
Ceremonies Ben Green made the presentation. 4. "Stop the cam· 
era I " is what Aero Service Senior Branch Co-ordinator Cindy Fos· 
ter says as Accounting Clerk Caryl Wylie and Assistant Accounting 
Supervisor Linda Brummerhop and her husband, Mike, watch. 5. 
Happy to see the photographer are Administrative Assistant Vlr· 
ginia Nowak (left) and Bill and Sylvia Goff. 6. Mingling are Warren 
Alexander (from the left), Lolita Mateker, Chairman of the Board 
Booth B. Strange, Vice President John Russell, Personnel 
Specialist Fred Carney and wife Carolyn, and Jenny Porter and her 
husband , Jim , president of Litton Resources Systems. 7. Mugging 
for the camera is Geophysical Technician Chris Taylor as his un· 
Identified date laughs. 8. Renewing some old friendships are Vice 
President Jimmy Jordan (from the left) , Keypunch Supervisor 
Johnie Reed, Benny Reed, Retiree Margaret Hale Alexander, and 
Becky Jordan. 9. In a Christmasy mood are Julie Goodman (from 
the left) , Party Manager Deon Goodman, Secretary Debra Alexander , 
Assistant Accounting Supervisor Beth Favor, Wilson Prudhomme , Ac· 
counting Clerk Myra Johnson, and Supervisor John Pfingsten. Ac· 
counting EDP Manager Frank Denley is standing. 10. Senior Re· 
search Geophysicist Ozdogan Yilma:z and wife Hulya are having a 
fine time on the dance floor. 11 . "Boogying" the night away are 
Senior Secretary Jody Boardman and Rex Harris. 12. Purchasing 
Agent Robert Sasseen admires the fishing pole that he received as 
a reward for his efforts in acquiring aid for Western victims of 
one of the floods In 1979. 13. Margaret Hale Alexander receives 
the portrait of her that was promised at the previous Christmas 
party and painted by Drafting Supervisor Robert Morris. Industrial 
Relations Manager R. J. (Bob) Mason made the presentation. 14. 
Keypunch Supervisor Johnie Reed is holding the award that she 
received for acquiring aid for fellow employees during one of 
the floods of 1979. 15. Virgie Bryant Is receiving her award from 
Master of Ceremonies Ben Green . 16. Surprised by the camera 
are Junior Clerk Joli Macafee (seated , from the left): Mike Peck , 
who works in the maintenance department; Supervisor Larry 
Dibb and wife Carol. a former Westerner; and Beth Bennett , also 
a former employee. 17. Dancing to "Spectrum 78" are Party 
Manager Chester Roundtree and Receptionist Virgie Bryant (on the 
left) and Vice President C. W. (Chic) Nicholls and his wife , Bonnie. 
18. Director of Education and Training Quentin Spradling (right) 
receives a plaque for his involvement with Project Business . The 
award was presented by Ben Green. 19. Andrew Luna , in the 
maintenance department. and Maria Gutierrez are enjoying 
themselves at the party. 20. Western President Howard Dingman 
speaks briefly to those attending the Christmas party, commending 
them for a job well done and wishing them a happy holiday season. 

charm, and sincerity that she exhibits to all who pass through 
Western's doors . 

Retiree Mrs. Warren A. Alexander (Margaret Hale) received 
the portrait of her done by Drafting Supervisor Robert G. Morris. 
The presentation was made by Industrial Relations Manager 
Robert J . (Bob) Mason. The announcement of the portrait was 
made during a special presentation to Margaret at last year's par-
ty. 

President Howard Dingman and Chairman of the Board Booth 
B. Strange spoke briefly, commending all of us for another very 
successful year and wishing for all a joyous holiday season. 

The music was furnished by a five-piece group called "Spec
trum 78," and a clever selection process resulted in the door prizes 
(the Christmas centerpiece at each table) being awarded to one 
person per table. Special thanks are due to Virginia Nowak, Fred 
Carney, Chris Olson, and Bob Mason for arranging the party; 
and we also want to thank Linda Brummerhop, Debra Alexander, 
and Caryl Wylie for handling the reception table and the art de
partment personnel who contributed their time and 
effort. - Virginia Nowak. (Photos by Michael Fluitt.) 

62 



The annual Christmas party December 21 for Westerners in Houston 
was a success once again , as these pictures illustrate. 1. Virgie 
Bryant admires the award presented to her for her services as the 
receptionist at our main office while Supervisor Bill Hudson (left) 
and Party Manager C. E. (Chester) Roundtree look on. 2. Senior 
Secretary Amparo Amezquita and her date, Sam Fecto , dance to 
the music of "Spectrum 78" at the party. 3. Assistant Supervisor 
Bill Lowenberg receives an award in recognition of his involve· 
ment with and contribution to Junior Achievement. Master of 
Ceremonies Ben Green made the presentation. 4. "Stop the cam· 
era I " is what Aero Service Senior Branch Co-ordinator Cindy Fos· 
ter says as Accounting Clerk Caryl Wylie and Assistant Accounting 
Supervisor Linda Brummerhop and her husband, Mike, watch. 5. 
Happy to see the photographer are Administrative Assistant Vlr· 
ginia Nowak (left) and Bill and Sylvia Goff. 6. Mingling are Warren 
Alexander (from the left), Lolita Mateker, Chairman of the Board 
Booth B. Strange, Vice President John Russell, Personnel 
Specialist Fred Carney and wife Carolyn, and Jenny Porter and her 
husband , Jim , president of Litton Resources Systems. 7. Mugging 
for the camera is Geophysical Technician Chris Taylor as his un· 
Identified date laughs. 8. Renewing some old friendships are Vice 
President Jimmy Jordan (from the left) , Keypunch Supervisor 
Johnie Reed, Benny Reed, Retiree Margaret Hale Alexander, and 
Becky Jordan. 9. In a Christmasy mood are Julie Goodman (from 
the left) , Party Manager Deon Goodman, Secretary Debra Alexander , 
Assistant Accounting Supervisor Beth Favor, Wilson Prudhomme , Ac· 
counting Clerk Myra Johnson, and Supervisor John Pfingsten. Ac· 
counting EDP Manager Frank Denley is standing. 10. Senior Re· 
search Geophysicist Ozdogan Yilma:z and wife Hulya are having a 
fine time on the dance floor. 11 . "Boogying" the night away are 
Senior Secretary Jody Boardman and Rex Harris. 12. Purchasing 
Agent Robert Sasseen admires the fishing pole that he received as 
a reward for his efforts in acquiring aid for Western victims of 
one of the floods In 1979. 13. Margaret Hale Alexander receives 
the portrait of her that was promised at the previous Christmas 
party and painted by Drafting Supervisor Robert Morris. Industrial 
Relations Manager R. J. (Bob) Mason made the presentation. 14. 
Keypunch Supervisor Johnie Reed is holding the award that she 
received for acquiring aid for fellow employees during one of 
the floods of 1979. 15. Virgie Bryant Is receiving her award from 
Master of Ceremonies Ben Green . 16. Surprised by the camera 
are Junior Clerk Joli Macafee (seated , from the left): Mike Peck , 
who works in the maintenance department; Supervisor Larry 
Dibb and wife Carol. a former Westerner; and Beth Bennett , also 
a former employee. 17. Dancing to "Spectrum 78" are Party 
Manager Chester Roundtree and Receptionist Virgie Bryant (on the 
left) and Vice President C. W. (Chic) Nicholls and his wife , Bonnie. 
18. Director of Education and Training Quentin Spradling (right) 
receives a plaque for his involvement with Project Business . The 
award was presented by Ben Green. 19. Andrew Luna , in the 
maintenance department. and Maria Gutierrez are enjoying 
themselves at the party. 20. Western President Howard Dingman 
speaks briefly to those attending the Christmas party, commending 
them for a job well done and wishing them a happy holiday season. 

charm, and sincerity that she exhibits to all who pass through 
Western's doors . 

Retiree Mrs. Warren A. Alexander (Margaret Hale) received 
the portrait of her done by Drafting Supervisor Robert G. Morris. 
The presentation was made by Industrial Relations Manager 
Robert J . (Bob) Mason. The announcement of the portrait was 
made during a special presentation to Margaret at last year's par-
ty. 

President Howard Dingman and Chairman of the Board Booth 
B. Strange spoke briefly, commending all of us for another very 
successful year and wishing for all a joyous holiday season. 

The music was furnished by a five-piece group called "Spec
trum 78," and a clever selection process resulted in the door prizes 
(the Christmas centerpiece at each table) being awarded to one 
person per table. Special thanks are due to Virginia Nowak, Fred 
Carney, Chris Olson, and Bob Mason for arranging the party; 
and we also want to thank Linda Brummerhop, Debra Alexander, 
and Caryl Wylie for handling the reception table and the art de
partment personnel who contributed their time and 
effort. - Virginia Nowak. (Photos by Michael Fluitt.) 

62 



HAPPENINGS ON and Travels of Party V-27. Cable-truck 
Driver Bruce Mix and Sherri Flenner were married in Willcox, 
Arizona, in July, shortly before Party V-27 moved northward 
from Utah to Montana. 

Working in Worland, Wyoming, in the shadows of the Big 
Horn Mountains provided a magnificent setting during the color
ful Wyoming fall. With the coming of winter, the picturesque 
town of Red Lodge, Montana, provided memories that the crew 
will not forget for a long time. When the early snows fell , we 
found Red Lodge to be a winter playground during the Thanks-

giving break. 
While we were in Red Lodge, Party V-27 was treated to a Safety 

dinner in the rustic Carbon County Coal Company Restaurant. 
Unlike other dining places, the Carbon County Coal Company 
offered a "down home" atmosphere in the rugged ski country. 

Party V-27 has now settled in Fillmore, Utah, the first capital 
of Utah and who knows what else! - Terry Oksa. (Photos by Kent 
Jones and Terry Oksa.) 

Above- Eating at a Party V-27 Safety Dinner In Red Lodge . 
Montana. are Cable Pusher Kent Jones (from the left at the 
front table) . Helper Randy lames , Cable-truck Driver Bruce 
Mix , Vibrator Operator Mark Lohn. and Junior Observer Rich 
Hume while In the background Helper Kenny Sales (from the 
left) , Cable-truck Driver Eric Durham. Helper Maortin Van 
Poollen, and Vibrator Operator Horace White dlscu11 their 
plans. Below- Party Manager R. E. (Bob) Adams (clockwise, 
In the light shirt); Vibrator Mechanics Doug Downes and Jim 
O'Neil , with wife Dorothy; Helper Mike Braden; guest Debra 
Cole; and Surveyor Bret Andersen enloy the Safety Dinner. 

Mr. and M rs. Bruce Mix (Sherri Flenner). of Porty V-27 , ore smiling 
ofter thei r wedding ce remony lost July in Willcox, A rizona. 

CANADA'S CHRISTMAS PARTY. It was on December 28, a little 
after Christmas but a little before New Year's, when Western 
Geophysical Company of Canada, Ltd., held its annual Christ· 
mas party for members of the Canadian field crews and the Cal· 
gary office. This is during the only week of the year when the 
crews are shut down and everyone can get together. 

Traveling from as far away as Saskatchewan, field crew members 
and their wives, along with Calgary office staffers and their 
spouses, gathered at the Winston-Heights Community Hall in 
Calgary for the party, which began at 6:30 P.M. with the social 
hour. A family-style dinner for the 220 persons present fo llowed 
at 7:30 P.M., catered by the ladies of the community hall. Dancinl 
to a live band from 9 P.M. to 1 A. M. rounded out the evening. Thi 
event was concluded when, after the band was through, san 
wiches and coffee were served to the departing party goers. 
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Cole; and Surveyor Bret Andersen enloy the Safety Dinner. 

Mr. and M rs. Bruce Mix (Sherri Flenner). of Porty V-27 , ore smiling 
ofter thei r wedding ce remony lost July in Willcox, A rizona. 

CANADA'S CHRISTMAS PARTY. It was on December 28, a little 
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hour. A family-style dinner for the 220 persons present fo llowed 
at 7:30 P.M., catered by the ladies of the community hall. Dancinl 
to a live band from 9 P.M. to 1 A. M. rounded out the evening. Thi 
event was concluded when, after the band was through, san 
wiches and coffee were served to the departing party goers. 
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