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the 
president's page 

"Having the Decembe r issu e of the PROFILE for my firs t 
'Preside nt's Page' offers a most pleasant double oppor
tunity. Firs t, I can express to you my appreciation for the 
fine co-operation you all have given me since I became 
president of our Company three months ago. Second. I can 
e xtend to you and yours my warmest wishes for a very 
Merry Chris tmas and a Happy New Year." 

T HE ABOVE QUOTE is from the December 1965 issue of 
the WESTERN PROFILE and was written by Booth Strange. 
These words express perfectly my sentiments as I now 
assume the duties of the presidency of Western. 

Western currently enjoys a position of leadership in 
our industry that was difficult, if not impossible, to 
imagine when I went to work 31 years ago. I am 
personally convinced that Western's present position of 
eminence could not have been attained without the out
standing leadership provided by the past presidents of 
Western: Henry Salvatori, Dean Walling, and Booth 
Strange. 

I have had the opportunity to work for. and to get to 
know, each of these gentlemen. Each is his own man. 
The challenges and opportunities faced by each during 
his presidency were different. Given the same business 
situation, whether opportunity or challenge, each would 
probably have had the same goal, but their approaches 
to the problem would, in my opinion, very likely have 
been different. While each led, and led extremely well, 
each had a style of leadership unique from the others. 

There was, however, a common thread very highly 
visible among these three men- they were all men of 

extremely high principles, and these same high princi
ples were the standards set for Western Geophysical 
Company. This "common thread" has made Western 
unique in our industry and has contributed greatly to 
the success of Wes tern. 

As you all know. Booth is now chairman of the board 
of Western and executive officer of the Litton Resources 
Group. This means. of course, that he is available to us 
for counseling and guidance- we are indeed fortunate. 
Personally, I am extremely pleased and proud for Booth 
on his promotion, and I appreciate the advantage that 
his staying gives me. 

The real strength of Western lies with you-the em
ployees. I have always been impressed with the people 
of Western. The dedication to excellence, the quick a nd 
positive acceptance of a challenge, the continual search 
for a better way, the pride in a job well done, and the 
assignment carried out to the best of the individual's 
ability. All of these traits are readily visible on Western 
crews and in Western offices around the world. I am 
proud to be associated with you! 

We live in an ever-changing world, and Wes tern will 
face both challenges and opportunities as a result of 
these chanqes. With your continued support, I am con
fident of Western's ability to meet those challenges 
and to maximize the benefits from the opportunities. I 
pledge to you my very best efforts to the advancement 
of Western based on the same high principles that have 
been maintained so very well throughout the history 
of Western. 

Again, Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year! 

;./ ~~ D,-7-·· , 

l eistnie Paekage 
Contributors: 

Story 

Ttaining Opetation 
Charles E. Boyer 
Anthony J. Edwa rd s 
Chr istopher G. Bak e r 

Photo s 
Anthony J . Edwa rd s 
Eric Gaylor 
Richard F. Graves 
John M. lvan itz 

eontinues in lytia 
The O mawe Mosque in Da masc us is an example of the Syrian cu ltu re . 

WINTER 1979 

THE SYRIAN ARAB R EPUBLIC covers an a rea of 188,348 
squa re kilomete rs ( 72 ,702 square miles) and has a 

popu lation of arou nd eight mi llion . Syria is an extensive 
limestone plateau sloping down towards Meso potami a with 
a series of mountai n chains to the west. The Jebel Zawlye 
and Ansariyc, surroundi ng the southern ghab depress ion , is 
d ra ined by the O rantes R iver. The narrow M edi te rranean 
Sea coastline compri ses a series of small pl ains. T he cli
mate in the coasta l a rea is Medite rranean , but further 
inl and a nd toward the cas t it becomes dry and hot , espe
cially in midsummer. 

By virtue of its ve ry pos ition on the globe, Syria has 
been , fro m time immemorial, both a crossroads and an 
active center. Discove ri es made at the Paleolithic site of 
Lattamnch on the O rantes Ri ve r and in caves near Palmyra 
attest to the fact of human ac tivity in Syri a more than a 
half m illion yea rs ago. Excavations in the bas in of the 
Eu ph rates Ri ver have b ro ught to light the oldest M esolithic 
ho use-datin g from the ninth mill cnium . Sy ri a, the passage 
between the M ed iterranean Sea and the Indi an Ocean and 
between the Black Sea and the Ni le Rive r, has always been 
and stil l remains a meetin g place and a ho me of civiliza
tion . The o il pipe lines of tod ay fo llow the ancient "Si lk 
R oad," and the craft smen of D amascus are still some of 
the most sk il led in all of the Middl e East. 

Di ffere nt peoples have made their way up the age
old E uphrates Ri ver , have descended from A natolia , have 
emerged from the sands of A rabia , o r have galloped down 
from what was M acedonia or from V ezelay; and all of 
th em have left a part of themselves behind in Syria as time 
moved on. Their gifts consisted of the c rafts, the skills, the 
sto ri es, th e gods, and a l I that goes to make up a cu lture and 
c ivili zation. T he natives of the area , however- the men 
of Ugarit , Mari , Aradus, and P alm yra , Aleppo, and D a
mascus, the ancient Aramcans and Amairites, and their 
prese nt-day A rab descendants-have always managed to 
mainta in th eir own culture and o riginality. From the un-
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known inventor of the world's oldest alphabet in the 14th 
Century B .C. in Ugarit to the architects of Queen Zenobia 
and the scholars of the Omayyads and up to the present 
day. the line rem ai ns unbroken. The Syrian personality has 

a recognizable face all of its own. 
So it is from the land of Syria, with its long history and 

fascinati ng hi storic sites and monuments, that our story 
begins. It was in Damascus. one of the oldest, continually
inhabited cities in the world, that the director of the Syrian 
Petroleum Company (SPC) and his staff decided to form 
a seismic division of their exploration studies department. 
Eventually the contract was awarded to Western Geo
phys ical Company and signed in March 1977. Western was 
to supply two complete se ismic crews and provide a train
ing program in America for the Syrian engineers and 
technical personnel who would be associated with the pro
ject. R ather than Western 's men operating the crews as is 
our standard procedure, the trained Syrian personnel would 
ru n the crews under the direction and supervision of 
the Westerners, and the training and learning experience 
would continue durin g the first 12 months of operations. 

The Syrian technical personnel arrived in Houston on 
March 1, 1978; and the training period began , covering 
every phase of the seismic operation, from surveying 
through processing and interpretation , not to mention the 

Left-The Souq in Damascus, Syria, is a mixture of new and old. 
Below left-Ruins of the city of Palmyra are in central Syria . 
Below- This ancient water wheel in Hama is on the Orontes River . 

extensive electron ics courses. This was all handled from 
both a theo retica l (classroom lectures) and practical point 
of view and varied from a disk school in San Diego to 
work with a Western crew in west Texas. The training 
program was completed on September 1, 1978, at which 
time the Syrian personnel departed for home with their 
supervisor, Samir Moura. 

At about the same time, the Western group was being 
b rought together from various countries to Syria under the 
direction of Resident Manager John M . Tvanitz. Drill crew 
Party Manager A . J . (Tony) Edwards had a foreshortened 
honeymoon in Spain wi th wife Leyla after their marriage 
in England on September 19, 1978, before traveling to 
Damascus a nd Aleppo to join the other Westerners. 

The equ ipment a rri ved in the port of Tartous, Syria, on 
June 26, 1978 , and was trucked to a five-acre site about 
30 ki lometers ( 18 2/.~ miles) from Aleppo, where it was all 
stacked. The first acts were to separate and assemble two 
working seismic crews (one "Vibroseis".BJ and one explo
sive) and to establish an operational wa rehouse from the 
assorted pile of boxes, cases, trailers , and trucks packed 
in the yard. Trailers had to be unpacked and an inventory 
made, equipment had to be insta ll ed and checked, and the 
trucks, drills , and vibrators had to be serviced . This com
menced o n September 13, 1978 , when both crews were 

Above right-Western Instrument Supervisor Chuck Boyer (from the 
left); Western's Syria resident manager, John lvanitz; and Syria 
Supervisor Samir Moura discuss the program areas for crew opera. 
tions. Right-Syrian Chief Observer Mouhamed Fourani (left) and 
Western Party Manager Tony Edwards are on line in the recorder. 
Below-The drills work on down the line on the Syrian prospect. 

3 
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Above-Western Mechanic Mam
d o uh Malak (left) and Syrian 
Mechanics Brahim Gawiche (center} 
and Shaker Gawiche study the in
t ricacies of parts ca talogs in the 
workshop office in Aleppo, Syria . 

Right-Counting the geophones at a 
Syrian prospect are Driver Adnan 
Buttal (from the left), Helper Ali, 
and Party Manager Yousef Marie . 
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Left- Running a final check on a 
vibrator before production begins 
are Syrian Vibrotor Mechanic Kamel 
Jarkas (from the left) and Vibrator 
Operator Jabber Hussain , Western 
Party Manager Chris Baker and In
strument Supervisor Chuck Boyer, 
Syrian Vibrator Operator Moham
med Akap, Western Observer Karl 
Grech, and two unidentified helpers . 

... 

Syrian Drillers Ninos Babajim (center} and Assad Kasam (right } 
are "training" the crew 's party managers, Westerner Tony Edwards 
(l eft} and Syrian Osman Khaled, in the precise ar t of drilling. 

provisionally set up at Tai Hajar under the direction of 
thei r respective party managers. This also gave Western 
Party Managers Tony Edwards a nd Steve Moorley (Steve 
was later replaced by Party Manager Ch ris Baker) the 
opportunity to meet their SPC counte rparts , Party Man
agers Osman Khalid and Yousef Marie, and work out ideas 
for a suitab le camp layout and the necessary provisions to 
accommodate the rest of the Western and SPC pe rsonnel. 

Communications Engineer W. M. (Bill) Quinlan, from 
London, was on hand and did a great job of installing all 
of the communica tions eq uipment for the entire operation . 
Checkin g and se rvicin g the trucks a nd equipment and pre
paring th em for th e initi a l camp move were two ve ry busy 
Weste rn mec hanics, M arvin K alina (later replaced by 
Mechanic Mam dou h Malak), on th e drill c rew , and Eric 
Harris, on the Vibrose is c rew. This exerci se provided a 
good chance for SPC Mechanics Dikran Baghikian , Brahim 
Gawiche, and Shake r Gawiche, on th e drill crew, and 
Yakoub Yo ussef and Hamzeh Hassan, on the Vibroseis 
crew, to fami li a ri ze th emselves with Weste rn start-up pro
cedures. Checking out the COBA® T and COBA TI elec
tronics, as well as the peripherals for both sys tems, wiring 
up the camps' generating sets, and helping to supervise 

Above-Western Assistant Field Supervisor Dave Arndt pre
pares data transmittals in the Aleppo, Syria, operation ware
house office. Below-Western Party Manager Reg Mallon 
is indexing the spare parts needed for the Syria operation. 

- .,...,, 
Solving a prob lem in the Syrian crew operation in their office 
in Aleppo, Syria, are Western Instrument Supervisor Chuck Boy
er (left) and Syrian Electrical-Electronic Engineer Jamil Bashour. 

the overall start-up procedures were Weste rn In strument 
Supervisor C. E. (Chuck) Boyer and his SPC counterpart , 
E lectrica l-Electronic Engi neer Jami l Bashour. 

After a few last-moment delays with the radio licenses, 
the two crews finall y departed from the Aleppo area on 
October 7 , 1978, headin g for their respecti ve prospects. 
In the meantime unpac king, cataloging, and storing of all 
of the various ma teri als th at make up a year's supply of 
spare parts for two se ismic crews began in Aleppo. This 
was carried out under the able direction of W este rn Assis
tant Field Supervisor David Arndt and Party M anage r Reg 
Mallon and SPC Storeman Mohammed Obeid . 

About thi s time the computing staff arrived and, after 
getting se tt led into apartments, began organ izing their 
relevant offices in the new, yet incomplete, SPC petroleum 
complex. The Vib roseis team cons is ted of Party Chief 
Corrado Rubino, Geophys ical Analyst John Keenan , and 
Junior Ana lyst M ostaph a Bouse rhane, the Westerners, and 

Geophysical Analyst John Keenan (left} and Junior Geophysical Ana
lyst Mostapha Bouserhone are checking weathering computations 
for the vibrator crew as Resident Manager John lvanih walks by. 

s 
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During the Syrian operation Western Instrument Supervisor Chuck 
Boyer (left) is carrying on a complicated conversation , complete 
with gestures , with Syria Weathering Observer Fayez Chakhachiro. 

Western Seismologist Aftab Khan (left) and Syrian Trainee Hagem 
Al Ibrahim are going over the drill crew weathering computations . 

Right-Syrian Driller Assad Kasam 
(from the left), along with Western 
Chief Driller Giovanni Reale and 
Driller Eric Gaylor, makes some re
pairs to one of the crew's drills. 

6 

SPC tra inees Ahmad Al-Ashka r, Ahmed Al Khatib , and 
Aboud Al Aboud. Across the h all and hand ling the compu
tations fo r the drill crew were Party C hief Roy Shukri 
(s ince replaced by Seismologist Aftab Khan) , Analys t 
Abelhamid H adaclinc. Field Clerk Mubarik Malik , and 
SPC trainees Mouhamcd Reshou, H agem Al Ibrahim, and 

Fayad Chibli . 
While this office work was in progress, the two crew<; 

were nearing their destinations in the northeaste rn region 
of Syria . H av ing less distance to travel th an the vibra to r 
crew, the drill crew reached its camp site first. W estern 
Surveyor Dave Briggs ( later repl aced by Senior Surveyor 
Mohamed Siddique) . and hi s SPC counterparts, Ib rahim 
Salemeh and Kalif E l Ahmad, soon had a tes t area marked 
out and were able to start locat ing landma rks in an 
irri gated region literall y covered with cotton fields and 
numerous small vill ages . Chief Driller-Vibrator Mechanic 
Giovanni Real e. along with the other Weste rn drillers, Eric 
G aylor, Frank Sharek. Bil l Hogan, and Gordon Dixo n (the 
latter three being replaced by Eric Md ntvrc, Bob Gaylor. 
and John Davidson ). commenced the drill patterns in the 
test area with the assistance of SPC Chief Drille r Ninos 
Babajan and Drillers Asaad Kasem, Ibrahim I ssa , Moha

med Alcwi. and Abed El Ali . 
While the patterns were being drilled , the recording crew 

was checking the equipment and cables and prepa ring to 
begin the tests. The recording team was led by Western 
Chief Observer-Party M anager Chris Baker (later replaced 
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Loggi ng in the observers' reports while working at the prospect 
during the Syrian operation is Syrian Observer Najib Al-Khouri . 

Left-Ready to run tests at the start of the 
Syrian operations are Supervisor C. Q. (Quin) 
Williams (from the left), Syria Resident Man
ager John lvanitz, and Applied Geophysical 
Technology Manager Ralph Landrum, Houston. 

Going over the production for the day in the office at the Syrian 
prospect are Western Assistant Observer Ramsay Attia (from the 
left) , Observer Don Bruckshaw, and Chief Driller Giovanni Reale. 

by Chief Observer Don Bruckshaw when Chris moved 
over to the vibrator crew) and Obse rver Ramsay Attia . 
We take this opportunity to congratulate R amsay and wife 
Olfat on the birth of their son , Sharif, last December 7 . 
The Syrian recording crew consisted of Chief Observer 
Mouhamed Foruani , Observer Shams El Hamwi , Shooter 
Munir Shekho, and Cable Foremen Barouta Youkhanna 
and R afik Doro. 

During thi s period the Vibroseis crew also had arrived 
at its camp location and started testing with the help of 
John l vanitz, Samir Moura , Supervisor C. Q. (Quin) 
Williams, from London , and Area Manager Ralph Lan
drum, from Houston . The recording crew consisted of 
Western Ch ief Observer-Assistant Party Manager Richard 
Graves and Observer Karl Grech. Their Syrian coun
terparts were Chief Observer Mouhamed Khalifati and 
Observer Najib Al-Khouri . On line with the vibrators 
were Western Vibrator Mechanic Ted Glidden , Vibrator 
Technician Joe Micallef, Vibrator Mechanic Mahmoud El 
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Ready ta check out vibrators on the 
line during Syrian operations are 
expansive ly gesturing Chief Obse rv
er Ri cha rd Graves (f rom left ), Party 
Manager Chris Bake r, and Vibrator 
Mechan ic Mahmoud El Menyawi. 

'-----
·-

M enyawi, and Vib rato r Operators Shaban E l Adel and 
B azil Fern and ez. The SPC vibrator operato rs and vibrato r 
mechanics consisted o f N aji G azi, K amal Jarkas, Ahmed 
H assan, Jabe r Hussain , and K amal Al Shoufi. K eeping 
them all where they were supposed to be were Western 
Surveyo r Fred Coleb roo ke ( later rep laced by M oh ammed 
Saad) and his SPC team , H assan D arwiche and Cbafik 

Y oussef . 
Back in D amascus after both crews had completed the ir 

start u ps, Jo hn Ivan itz, with h is secreta ry, Saha r Issac, 
began organi zi ng the Damasc us off ice, which was the 
necessary li aiso n between Western and SPC's administra-

.....-.-~--· 

t io n and geophysical departments. E qu all y important for 
the Western perso nnel was John 's cont act with a local 
trave l agency th at enabled all conce rn ed to t rave l home 
dur ing breaks wi thout the often fru strat ing delays . The 
Western pe rso nnel have made good use of Syri a's central 
geograph ical pos it ion to visit places all over E urope and 
the Near East. Some persons have spent thei r b reaks 
in Sy ri a immersi ng themselves in th e local h istory and 

tradi tions. 
Because of the supervisory nature of their work, the 

Westerners have had much time to establish " post gradu
ate" courses fo r th e Syrians and in so doing have in iti ated 

Discuss ing the various as pects of the 
vib rato rs in Syria are Eastern Hem· 
is ph e re Area Manage r Bill Brooks 
(from the left ), Syr ia Reside nt Man· 
ag e r John lvanitz , Vib rator Oper• 
a tor Shaban El Ade l, and Vibra tor 
Mechan ic Ted Glidde n (kneeling ). 

WESTERN PRO FILE 

Syr ian Instr ument Technician Akoub Ko ulomayan checks o n spares 
orders for the comp licated Syrian opera t ion in hi s Ale ppo office. 

their counte rparts into the myste ries and ski ll s o f such a rts 
as shelf b uil d ing, trailer pa inti ng, and domestic wiring. 
Chris Baker, while on th e dr ill c rew and late r o n the 
Vibroseis crew, has introduced th e game of darts, and th is 
essentia ll y E nglis h game is now played by many nati onal i
ties. T here are hi gh ho pes that da rt boards will soon 
become standa rd eq ui pment o n all Western crews. 

W hi le th e crews were wo rki ng toward a full -production 
basis, so was the A leppo office, desp ite the sem iarc tic 
condi tions that pe rsisted unt il the cen tra l hea ting install a
tion was fina ll y operational. A n engineeri ng-technical sec
tion was established to cope with th e ever-i ncreas ing wo rk 
load with rega rd to nearly all aspects of the operation . 
This sectio n was orga nized and set up under the d irec tio n 
of Chuck Boyer and J amil Basho ur, wit h the ass istance o f 
Syrian Inst ru men t T echni cian A koub Kouloum ayan , who 
now supervises the wareho use ope ra ti o n and the parts 
orders. 

During the first six mo nths of operation the c rews have 
traveled extens ively througho ut northern Syria , and in some 

"Enjoying" a cool, winte r day in Syri a are Party Mon ager Chris 
Baker (from the left ), Vi brator Te ch nicia n Joe Micallef , Vibrator 
Mechanic Ma hmoud El Me nyawi, a nd Pa rty Manager Ton y Edwa rds. 

--

Westerners visi ted the Citad el in Aleppo du rin g th e ir b reak time. 

cases ca mps have been very close to anc ient a rcheological 
ruin s. R asafa, whi ch is a C hristian R oman c ity built about 
310 A. D . and is ve ry we ll p rese rved , was only 5 ki lometers 
(3 miles) fro m the d ril l c rew's camp. I n th e center of 
Aleppo stands th e C itadel, o ne of the best examples of 
medi eva l mi lita ry architectu re surviving to th is time. It 
first appea rs in reco rded h istory at the beginn ing of the 
third m il lenium under th e name of " Kh alpu"-present-day 
H all ep o r Al eppo . Anc ient ruin s are to be found every
where. Wo rking in such histo rical sur roundin gs has been 
a fasc in atin g ex peri ence fo r all of th e Western personnel. 

Due to the nature of o ur contrac t the number of West
erners is be ing slowly reduced ove r the yea r's term . By 
th e end o f September 19 79, when the las t W estern person
nel are du e to leave, we hope to leave behind two full y
opera tio na l seismic c rews . We would li ke to take thi s 
opportuni ty in wishing the SPC men the best in all o r 
their endeavo rs. 
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Stanford Honors 

Henry Salvatori 

C EL E BRATl N G the 2 5th birthd ay of its H enry Salvato ri 
Laboratory of Geophysics , Stanford U niversity's 

dep artment of geophys ics recently ho no red the W estern 
G eophysical Company fo under who gave this building to 
the school and thereby ensured the continu ance and growth 

of the then-fl edgli ng department. 
It was on M ay 15, 19 54 , that the Salvatori laboratory 

was dedicated on the university ca mpus in Stanford , Cali
forni a, with H enry Sa lvato ri present to speak during the 
dedic ation ceremo ni es. Tt was on August 6 , 1979, that Mr. 
Salvatori re turn ed to Stanfo rd to take part in th e depart
ment's celeb rati on o f the 25 years of its growth and of the 
bu ilding th at be had given . Invited Western associa tes who 

10 

As he returns to his table, Henry 
Sa lva tori, fou nder of We stern Geo
p hysica l Company, show s hi s wi fe, 
G ra ce, the la rge, inscribed silve r 
tra y that he w as prese nted du ring 
the 25th annive rsary celebration of 
the Hen ry Salvato ri Laborato ry of 
Geophysics at th e Stanfo rd Uni
versity de partment of geop hysics. 

jo ined h im and his wife , Grace, o n August 6, were : Chai r
man of the Boa rd Booth B. Strange and wife Lau ra and 
Senio r V ice President Carl Savit and wife Sand ra from 
H ouston ; former President D ean W alling, Gl end ale , Cali
fornia ; and fo rmer Vice President Y . E . ( P res) Prestinc 

and wife Gerre, Los Angeles . 
T he fes t ivities bega n with a luncheon , moderated by 

Professo r Jon C laerbo ut , d irector of the Sta nford Explo ra
tion Project. After lunch the program was opened by D r. 
George A . T hompso n, chairman of the department of 
geop hys ics , who spoke on the topic , "Early D ays of Geo
physics at Stanfo rd: Joshua Soske and the H enry Salvato ri 
Building. " The late Dr. Soske-" Josh"-was the H enry 

WESTERN PRO FILE 

Sa lvato ri Professo r of G eophys ics at Stanfo rd and in charge 
of the new depa rtment when th e build ing was don ated. D r. 
Thompson was th en ass istant professo r o f geophysics and 
h ad taught th e first course in the subject there in 1947. 
Tod ay he is th e H enry Sa lva to ri Professo r of G eophysics . 

The a ftern oon meeting included the readin g by Ken 
C rand all o f excerpts from G eo rge E lli o tt Sweet's book 
"Some Ea rth Science Pionee rs ." Mr. Sweet wrote: "There 
can be no nobler hu man trait tha n generosity. Gifts to 
uni versit ies and to colleges- to erect a bu ilding ded icated 
to ed ucation , to es tab lish and mai nta in a chair of scientific 
learnin g, and to cs ta bl ish and mai nta in library systems
certai nl y a rc just about the bes t gift s possible . H enry 
Salvator i has come to the fore in a ll three of these gift 
categories ." 

For a perso n::il message about Henry, P rofessor Clae r
bout, who had pl anned the day's program, turn ed to 
Western' s seco nd president, D ea n Wall ing, who had first 
worked with Mr. Sal va tor i in 1929 a nd who was with him 
when Weste rn Geophys ical Company was started in A ugust 
193 3 in Los Angeles . 

Dea n rev iewed H enry's great ca reer, h is cont ribu tions 
to geophysics, and the genero us support by H enry and 
G race of institut io ns and o rgani za ti o ns of educa tion, heal th, 
po litics, hum an re la tions, and the perfo rmin g arts . In sum
ma ry D ea n stated , "This is the man whom we come to
geth er to ho nor today. I wish that a ll of you coul d come 
to know hi m as 1 do after workin g c losely by hi s side for 
more th an 35 yea rs. He is o ne of the great A mericans and 
Patriots of o ur cent ury and is ent itled to any honor that 
man ca n bestow. H is co nt rib utions to the world can neve r 
be measured . It has been indeed a n hono r and extreme 
pleasure to present to you a man T have known to be 
genuine fo r 50 yea rs." 

She ld on Breine r (from the left), Senior Vice President-Technology 
Carl H. Savit, and Grace Sa lvator i a re admiring the inscribed silve r 
tray that Western Geo phys ica l's found er, He nry Sa lvatori, has just 
rece ived from the Stanford University d epartme nt o f geophysics . 

Following this personal message , Western 's Carl Savit 
spoke to the group of exploration industry and university 
guests on th e Stanford Exploration Project (SEP) as seen 
from indu stry . C arl observed th at H enry's gift of the labo
ratory of geophysics to Stanford had made possible one of 
the most importan t advances in the science of geoph ysical 
exploration since reflect ion seismic prospecting began in 
1927. E stab li shment of a permanent labo rato ry of appl ied 
geophys ics at a pres tigious university provided the environ
ment to attract and support Dr. C lae rbout and his Stanford 
Exploration Project. 

The Stanford Exploration P roject is a major research 
effort t hat now receives its support fro m the en tire explora-

Smiling at the e nd of the 25th an
niversary celebration of the Henry 
Salvatori Laboratory of Geophysics 
at Stanford Un ive rsity's geophysics 
d e p a rtment are Dan Silverman 
(from the left) , Dr. George Thomp
son, Mr. and Mrs. Sheldon Breiner, 
Carl H. Savit, and the Salvatoris. 
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tion ind ustry. Western has been an active supporter and 
contribu tor to the project since its beginni ng, and Western's 
vice p resident for research and development, Dr. Ken 
Larner, has se rved as chairma n of the project's steerin g 
comm ittee. The project itself is devoted to research based 
upo n an ori ginal idea of D r. Clacrbout , who conceived a 
method of applyi ng the mathematics o r wave motion in a 
solid to seism ic refl ection da ta. Since seismic ex plo rati on 
began, geophysicists had been un able to use th is type of 

Western Chairman of the Board Booth B. Strange (fr c m the left) 
and Richard Ottolini, now an exchang e stud e nt in China , and 
Heloise Bloxsom Lynn, a graduate stud ent in the geophysics d e
partm e nt at Stanford Unive rsity , are talking du ring the 25th ann i
versary cele bration of th e department' s Henry Salvato ri Laboratory. 

Talking are Allan Cox (from the left), newly-appointed dean of the 
School of Earth Sciences at Stanford University; Sheldon Breiner; 
and Professor Jon Claerbout, who organized the 25th anniver . 
sary celebration of the Henry Salvatori Laboratory of Geophysics. 

V. E. Prestine (left), retired Western vice president, and Dan 
Si lverman, who head ed W estern's laboratory in the early days, 
discuss th e old and the new as they help celebrate the anniversary. 

li sten ing to one of t he g reatest geophysicis ts of a ll , Henry Sal
vato ri (left ), a t th e 25th a nniversa ry cele bra ti on of the Henry 
Salvatori Laboratory of Geophy sics in Sta nford Universi ty 's g eo
phy sics d epa rtment, are , fr o m the left, Stanfo rd graduate stu
dent s Wa lt Lynn, who has acce pted a job w ith Western ; O zdogan 
Yilma z (back) , fr om Turkey; an d Robert Clayto n. Forme r Weste rner 
Dave Hale, now a Stanford gra d ua te stu de nt, is in the ba ckground . 

- Photos by Glenn Kroeger, geoph ysics gradua te stude nt . 

mathematics to solve rea l exploration p roblems. Instead , 
they used simpl er equati ons tha t reall y app ly to o ptical 
problems and o nly approxim ately apply to seismic prob
lems. Such optical equatio ns did not give correct answers 
in areas of compli ca ted geology no r where fin ely deta iled 
info rm ati on was needed. l n addition to improving results 
in such cases, the Clac rbo ut me thods have opened up 
entirely new directio ns for rapid progress in geo ph ysical 

explo ration. 
After C arl 's talk D r. C laerbout told the group about his 

earl y ac tiviti es and the beginnings of the Stanfo rd E xplora

tion Projec t. 
Brief talks by Sheldon Brei ner, president of Geometrics 

and a n alumnus of Stanfo rd 's geoph ysics department ; Al lan 
Cox, associate depa rtment cha irm an and dean of the 
Schoo l of E arth Sciences; and gradu ate students Chris
topher M acAskill and Helo ise Bloxsom Lynn we re followed 
by Stanford's p res ident , Ri chard Lyman, who brought 
gree ti ngs a nd thanks to H enry o n behalf of the university. 

T he meeting was concluded by one of H enry's industry 
fri ends and Stanford supporter, L arry Funkhouser, di rector 
and vice pres ident of Standard O il Company of C ali fo rnia. 

The Salvatoris were further honored at a cocktail recep
tion and d inner that evening where they received a large, 
insc ri bed , sil ve r tray, which was p resented by D r. Thomp
son. E ngraved o n the tray we re the Stanford U niversity 
seal ; the signatures of the geo physics faculty members, the 
dean o f the School of E arth Sciences, and the president of 
Stanford ; and thi s message: To commemorate the 25 th 
ann ive rsa ry o f the Henry Salvato ri Bui lding A ugust 1979. 

It was a memo rab le cla y at Stanfo rd! Many industry and 
fac ulty fri e nds of Henry had an o pportunity to renew old 
friend shi ps and to recoun t experi ences of earl ier clays in 
geophys ics. Many Stanford gradu ate students, some of 
whom wi ll be the leaders in our ind ustry in years to come, 
had the opportuni ty to meet with one of th e greatest geo
physicists of a ll , Henry Salvato ri . 
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At the top of the "Yu-Chuan-Tze" anticline structure, a potential 
oi l field in the Tsaidem Basin, Chinghai, China, are Senior Vice 
Pres ident Neal P. Cramer (left) and Research Data Processing Man
ager Dr. I-Chi Hsu . The elevation there was above 3,000 meters 
(1 I ,460 leet), and the temperatures were below - 20° C. (- 10° F.). 

Above- I-Chi Hsu (on the camel) and Neal Cramer (in profile 
with the hat with earmuffs) are with a Chinese camel crew 
at the edge of the Takla Makan Desert in the Tarim Basin 
near Yarkand, Sinkiang . Right- Neal was warmly welcomed 
by Uighers in front of the Moslem Chapel, Kashgar, Singkiang. 

WINTER 1979 

~ew 'Lon~ ~oreh' by We5~erners 

I N J AN UARY several Western ers were given a rare oppor
tunity to visit mainland China. Senior Vice Pres ident 

Neal P . Cram er, Vice President-Data Processing J. M. 
(Jim) H ornsby, and R esearch Data Processi ng Manager 
Dr. I-Chi H su were invited by the P eople's Republic of 
China to visi t Peking ( Beijing) to discuss several service 
p rojec ts with the C hina National Oil and Gas Exploration 
a nd Development Corporation. 

Neal Cramer and I-Chi H su were also invited to tour 
the Tarim and Tsaidem Basins in the Gobi Desert area of 
China's northwest in te rior. They were the first Americans 
to visi t that part of C hina since 1949. The mainl and China 
portion of the tri p covered 13,500 kilometers (about 8,370 
miles ) , which is approximately the same d ista nce as the 
famous "long march" led by C hairman M ao Tse-Tung in 
the late 1930's. 
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THE H OUSTON DIGITAL CENTER (HDC)' which includes 
both ma rine and land processi ng, is under the direc

tion of Vice Pres ident-Data Processing Operations J . B. 
( J immy) Jordan. HDC is composed of many departments 
that must work together effectively in order to produce the 
data that is requ ired by va rious clients. 

Secretary Jeune Latimer rea ds messages to he r boss, Vice 
President-Da ta Processing Operation s J. B. (Jimmy) Jordan . 

One such department is the marine data-processing cen
te r ( H DCM), with Soule Mellette as manager. In these 
pages this center wo uld like to review its varied functions 
and greet its many fr iends throughout Western. 

As its name suggests, the marine center is involved in al l 
aspec ts of processing seismic data acquired by ma rine 
crews. T hese data ra nge from deep- to shallow-water sur
veys , fro m o ld ex plosive recordings to current AQUA
PULSE® source and air-gun acquisitions, from Western's 
to any other contractor's data. Although a large portion of 
our work load is from the Gul f of Mexico, data from all 
over the world is at one time or another processed in this 
cente r. A fa irl y large amount of our wo rk involves the 
reprocess ing of older data utilizing current programs and 
technology. 

Marine Processing , Set-up Departments 
P rocess ing requests at HDCM may range fro m a total 

processi ng sequence to merely copying tapes fo r cl ients' 
and other cont ractors' use. T n providin g fo r a continuous 
and effec ti ve fl ow of data processing, 12 distinct set-up or 
data- input groups have been fo rmed. These groups, under 
the supervision of Assistant Manager of Marine Processing 
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Marine data processing center 
Manager Soule Mellette 
looks up from his paperwork. 

Bookkeeper-Secretary 
Beverly Farris and 
Bookkeeper Hank Jones put 
the f inishing touches 
on their charge letters. 

Marine data processing center (HDCM) 
Assistant Manager Royce Sharp (from 

the left), Quality Control Supervisor Larry 
Cain, Center Manager Soule Mellette, 

Vice President-Data Processing Operations 
J . B. (Jimmy) Jordan, and Quality 

Control Supervisor Bob Anderson check a 
section in the HDCM conference room. 

WINTER 1979 

Marine data processing center 
Assistant Manager Royce Sharp takes 

notes during a phone conversation. 

Payroll Clerk 
Bernice Stavinoha sorts 
time cards prior to 
posting the time. 
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It is a busy g rou p as 
Geophysica l Tec hnician Ra ndy Bower 

{f rom the left ) f ills out a 
work sheet and Geoph ys ical Technician 

Ma rk Thomas {knee ling) pulls a 
computer run from a job 

fold er. Geophysical Techn ician Ron 
Humph rey liste ns as Senior 

Geophysica l Ana lyst J im Ba ird ex pla ins 
to Geophysical Technician Annette 

Harper a process ing request 
while Se nior Ana lyst Ke n Ma rtin gets 

a reel check from th e library and 
Geophysica l Techn ician Betty 

Harclerode checks a run request. 

R oyce Sharp and Q uality Contro l Supe rvisors Larry Cain 
and R obert Anderson, a re respo nsible fo r any process ing 
requ est and may handle from one to twenty o r mo re in

dividu al projects at one time. 
E ach of the 12 gro ups is composed of a geophysical 

analys t who is res ponsib le fo r the gro up, p lus a junio r 
analys t or first ass istant a nd severa l geophysical tech
nicians. A nalysts currently in charge of gro ups are N orm an 
L awho rn , Dan Miller , Joh n Gi llooly, Shirley And ries, John 
Boswell, Judy Jenkins, G eorge Vorpagel, Ken Martin , P at 
Peck, R obbie M artin , D ave G illa rd , and Ed Papson . In 
the processing of marine da ta from fi eld tapes there are 
several program s throu gh which the data must pass before 
a fi nal sect ion can be prod uced. P rogram paramete rs, tests. 
process in g seq uence, o utput checks, cli ent requ irements, 
and overa ll qu ality control are all dail y dec isions made by 
th e analys t and his supervisor. 

P rocess ing programs (o r software) fo r use o n the com
puter (o r hardwa re). such as dcmult , deconvolut io n, stack. 
and the like, a rc ava il able to all perso nnel for use in any 
data-processing require ment. Any one o f seve ra l h undred 
programs may be emp loyed in a process ing sequ ence 
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A typical set-up work a rea: 
Pictured are Geophysical Technicians 

Cynth ia Stall (from the left) , 
Geophys ical Analyst Dave Gillard, Senior 

Geophysical Technician Dave McDanie ls, 
Geophysica l Technician Steve Ward , 

Jr., Analyst John Gillooly, a nd 
Senior Analyst George Vorpagel (seoted). 

Analyst Dan Mi ller (left ) is discuss ing the qua lity of a section 
with Junior Ana lyst Mike Floores in th e HD CM's set-up departme nt. 

l eft- Geophysical Technician 
Ja ne Hrn cir (lef t) 
a nd Analyst Judy Jenkin s 
check top header p lot. 

Right- Set-up Group II 
goes about the daily chores . 

Pictured are Geophysical 
Technicians Garth Pollard (from 

the left) and Barry 
Dilgard, Senior Geophysical 

Technician John Opich, 
Analyst Robbie Martin, and 

Geophysical Technicians 
John Duran, Steve 

Davidson, and Mary Pa~mesan, 

Above-Junior Geophysical 
Technician Diane Cordova (from 
the left), Geophysical 
Technician Jeff Sabo, Analyst 
Ed Papson, and Geophysical 
Technician Karen Potter prepare 
shipments of final 
presentations to the client. 

Right-Geophysical Technicians 
Debbie Coad (from the 

left) and Louise Warren number 
a quality control section as 

Geophysical Technician 
Witold Skrzypczak0 Spak looks on. 

Left- Geophysical 
Technicians Dean Collins 
(from the left ), 
Raymond Wells, Mark 
Prall, Hazel Jefferson, 
David Stryker, Rick 
Mcfarland, Bev Seyler, 
and Tom Klinger 
are included in Group I. 
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although normally only seven or eight major programs 
arc called fo r a typical line. Human intervention- that is, 
judgment decisions- may be necessary at each step on 
a complex project (very few projects arc totally un
complex!). It is not uncommon fo r the analyst, supervisor, 
programmer, cl ient. velocity expert, and any of Western's 
R esearch and Development ( R& D ) staff to confe r several 
times during the course of a project in order to discuss 
problems and examine data . 

When the data arc in the fin al stages , such as filtering, 
migrat ion, and the like, the analyst group must then 
prepare the data for final presentations. Jn the case of total 
processing this means provid ing instructions fo r placing the 
desired presentations on film for printing and shipping to 
the cl ient. 

All the final data arc quality checked by the appropri ate 
supervisor to ensure that the best possible job has been 
done in processing. Due in large measure to Western 's 
proven programs and dedicated personnel , our clients share 
the same confidence that we have in our work and continue 
to call upon H DCM for marine data processing. 

Right- Paper quality control 
sections are created 

for each line proce ssed by the 
marine groups. Pictured 

are Geophysical Technicians 
Don Ware (from the left) , 

Kathy Higgins, Cary Chen, and 
Paul Valenti, and 

Junior Analyst Leonard Lind . 

Geophysical Technician James Cre nshaw listens to Analyst Shirley 
Andr ies explain pro cess ing computations. In the background Geo
physical Techni cians And y Donan (left) and Jer ry Smith check the 
statu s of lines they are processing in the set-up d epartment. 

Left- Pictured among a mass of 
papers is Group 30: 
Geophysical Technicians 
Riley Hanger (from the left) a nd 
Robert Bena vide z, Analyst 
Dave Gilla rd , Assistant 
Seismologist Tom Pickens, a nd 
Geophysical Technicians 
Carlos Morris, Russ Mai, and 
Mindi Snoparsky. 

1'9ht-Otophytl•I Ttchnlclan 
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Right- Paper quality control 
sections are created 

for each line proce ssed by the 
marine groups. Pictured 

are Geophysical Technicians 
Don Ware (from the left) , 

Kathy Higgins, Cary Chen, and 
Paul Valenti, and 

Junior Analyst Leonard Lind . 

Geophysical Technician James Cre nshaw listens to Analyst Shirley 
Andr ies explain pro cess ing computations. In the background Geo
physical Techni cians And y Donan (left) and Jer ry Smith check the 
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Left- Pictured among a mass of 
papers is Group 30: 
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Support Computer Programming 
If for some reason one of the computer processes fails, 

resident Senior Programmer Scott Denham and Program
mers Ray Abma and Steven Fisher are avail able at HDC 
to help solve the problem . Their duties also include answer
ing questions concerning set-up program use and possibly 
writing new computer programs. They play an important 
role in HDC because they provide a liaison between the 
personnel and the computers. 

Velocity Department 
HDCM is fortunate to have a widely-experienced veloc

ity department, which is managed by John Swearingin. 
With Senior Velocity Analysts Detmar tomDieck and R. P. 
(Bob) Sherman, along with the velocity analysts and tech
nicians, HDCM is assured that good velocity judgment is 
being provided. With the access to and knowledge of 
velocities from all over the world, this department provides 
an expertise that is invaluable in data processing. 

A new concept in client processing began November 1, 
1978, when Group A-625 was established. One of our 
major clients leased time on a Western computer and, by 
using Western personnel and space in Westcrn's Houston 
office, began processing land and marine data. This group 
is headed by Quality Control Supervisor Billy Scroggins, 
recently back in the United States after 14 years in Lon
don. Assistant Supervisor-Processing J. A. (Jerry) Schuller 
is charged with the responsibility of land processing for this 
client. Velocity work is provided by Charles C. Hansbrough. 

Marine Keypunch 
Western's marine keypunch department is a vital and 

integral part of data processing. It is ably run by Super
visor Johnie Reed , a Western employee for 11 years. 
Assistant Supervisor Barbara Kinlaw, a Western employee 
for 6 years, assists Johnie in the work flow. Senior Oper
ators Novell Young (6 years), Mae Taylor (5 years) , and 
Helen Gamble (3 years) also assist in organizing jobs and 
answering the many questions that arise either from the 
operators or set-up personnel. In all, there are 19 oper
ators who work on IBM equipment. 

The department's main function is the keypunching of 
data submitted by data-input personnel. These many jobs 
range all of the way from tape dumps to final displays. 
Our input is a constant flow of standard coding forms on 
which the various commands to computer programs are 
encoded by the set-up personnel and programmers. Work 
that is signed by a supervisor has the highest priority and 
usually is hand carried to an operator. All jobs are handled 
strictly on a priority basis so that nothing is left undone. 
The navigation department periodically submits many lines 
of pre-plots and post-plots that are usually extreme1y hot. 

Another important function of the department is the 
accounting and payroll sections. Not only do we process 
for Western payroll and accounting but for three other 
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Above- Senior Velocity Analyst Delmar F. tomDieck (from the 
left), velocity department Mantiger John T. Swearingin, and 
Senior Velocity Analyst Bob R. She rmtin are ttiking a break. 

Below- Junior Velocity Analyst Richard Yarnold (in the front, 
from the left) and Geophysictil Technicians Bill Gibson and 
Augusta Altigoa and (in the back row) Geophysictil Tech
nicitins Vicki Ptikebusch (from the left), Htirriet Earhart, 
Beverly Burnett, and Richard Hyde, Geophysical Analyst 
Doris Andrews, tind Dorethti Greer are all hard at work . 
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Below- Working on payroll a re 
Se nior Keypunch Ope rator 

Right- Smiling for the camera are 
mari ne Keypunch Operators 

Mary Whitaker (from fro nt to back) , 
Lind a Strickland, Judy 

Davis, Suzann e Ga rney , Bell Ba ile y, 
Kate Smith, a nd Gwen Sm ith. 

(Not pictured a re 
Keyp unch Operators Fran ces Troy 

a nd Nita Crowe ll. ) 

Shei la Gilbert (from the left) and 
Keypunch Op erators 
Pat McCann, Margaret Alvarez, 
and Denise Sing leton . 

/) 

companies as well-L itto n R esources Systems, Aero Serv
ice, and Western M anu facturing. T hey use a completely 
different system, key to d isk, which is also IBM equipment. 

Tape Library 
T he tape lib ra ry of the H ouston digital center, managed 

by E. D . (Don ) Gregory , serves both land and marine 
departments and is home fo r approx imate ly half a mi ll ion 
reels o f d igital tape fo r ou r compute r center. The lib ra ry is 
manned by 52 people hand ling va rio ~ s duti es 24 hours :i. 

day seven days a week. Sh iff leaders in charge of the 24-
ho ur operation are Senior T ape Lib ra ri an Joe Nathan and 
T ape Librari ans C li ff E merson and Russell Irish , whose 
duti es include maintaining library p rograms, logging in 
intermedi ate tapes, supplying computer roo m prod uction 
a nd new reels, and eras ing reels no longer needed. O ther 
functions o f the libra ry include receiving and shipping o f 
cl ient and fi eld tapes, overseen by Assista nt M anager Nip 
B lair. Senior Tape Librari a n Diana H enderson is in charge 
of the sub-stati on in the analys t area fo r receiving and 
di stribution of jobs. T he ta pe lib ra ry offi ce is under the 
capable leadershi p of Assistant Superviso r E lizabeth Ed
wards and keeps all of the records, data fo lders, and 
t ransmittals fo r Western "spec" and client tapes. Sto rage 
of in active cl ient- and Western-owned reels is handled by 
T ape Librari an N ath aniel Blanks and Jun ior T ape L ibrar
ian R onn ie Jones. 

Our active tape libra ry, which has a capaci ty of 175 ,000 
reels, is located adjacent to the computer room . Thus, these 
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Below- Doto storage-tape library 
Manage r E. D. (Don) Gregory 

is busy wi th th e paperwork . 

Se nior Ta pe Librarian Diana He nde rson (sta nd ing) and Junior Tape 
Lib ra ri ans Ju lia Hernand ez (ba ckground ) and Mercedes Jacob are 
at the sub-stat ion fo r the rece ivi ng and distr ib_ution of jobs. 

Above-In th e tape library office a re data 
storag e-t ape library Assistant Supe rvi sor 
Elizabeth Edw ards (from the left ), Clerk 
Ri ta Robi nson , Tape Lib ra ria n Bob Greaves, 
and Junior Tape Lib raria n Donna Pierson . 

Right-Junior 
Tape Libr a rians 

Je ri Jo hnson (left) and 
Janet Price are at 

the log-i n terminals. 

WI NTER 1979 

Left - Junio r Tape Librarian Ronni e Jones 
(left ) and Tape Librarian 
Nathaniel Blanks are pulling tapes from 
the active library for storage . 

Above-Data storage
tape library 

Assistant Supervisor Tim 
Rutland (left) and 

J unior Tape Librarian Rick 
Adamchick are checking 

a shipment of 
in com ing field tapes. 

Above- The huge, active tape library : 
Tape Librarian Ken Ladd 

(from the left) and Junior Tape 
Librarians Ken Nora and 

Ve ronica Reed are pulling production 
tapes for the computer room . 
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tapes are all readily available for use. This area contains 
field , client , navigation, Jab , accounting, and intermediate 
process reels and is currently at 95 % capacity. The number 
of tape locations in this area can be doubled by adding a 
second level , fo r which provisions were made in the original 

building plans. 
Our inactive storage area, which had space for 250,000 

reels, was completely filled and so was recently expanded 
to double the storage capacity. 

In order to perfo rm a faster and more effic ient service 
to the analysts and computer center , we recently installed 
terminals to enter reel numbers and locations di rectly to 
the computer di sk. T his enables us to have immediate 
access to the present location of any given tape. Jn the near 
future we shall go a step fu rther and start using bar-coded 
labels to enter the reel number and location automatically. 
These new innovat ions will save valuable time and elimi
nate reel number and location errors. 

Computer Room 

The HDC computer room is currently one of the largest 
data-processing facilities in H ouston . Utilizing four or more 
of Western's own PRE / SETS® computers, an IBM 360/ 44, 
two IBM 370/ l65's, a system IBM 3033 , and Calcomp 
graphic plotters, this operation outputs over 100,000 jobs 
and handl es in excess of 150,000 tapes in an average 
month . T he 3033 is the largest of the group , having 6 
million bytes of storage capacity and 32 tape drives. Thi ;; 
system can ru n up to 18 jobs at a time, more than twice 
that of a 370/ 165 , and it also supports a time-sharing 
operation. Ove r 25 users, with input te rminals throughout 
the Westchase building and in several oil companies in the 
city, are on line to this system. In addition, certain key
punch data , payrolls, and tape lib rary inventory are done 
on the 3033 . The HDC compu ter room is divided into 
two locations, totaling 18 ,000 square feet, separated by a 
hallway. One room consists of main storage, associated 
channels, disks, and the main consoles of the larger systems 
(3033 and 370/ 165) . The main consoles are located 
behind glass windows adjacent to the front lobby of the 
Western bui lding and prov ide a striking view to our many 
visitors. T he other room has tape drives , printers, and card 
readers that are attached to the la rge systems, plus all of 
the other computers and graphic plo tting equipment. Jn a 
third room, located in the tape vault area , is the tape 
recertification room . There are three technicians who clean 
and recertify tapes that are to be placed back into opera
tion. Over 100 employees staff the computer operation , 
including Computer Operations Manager Don Clark , Assis
tant Computer, Operations Manager Josh Barker, Main
tenance Programmer Richard Dorsey, and Programmer 
Jim Bell ar . Also responsible fo r the computer , library , 
and playback operations at night are Shift Supervisors 
Mike Banik , Gale Gortemiller, and Bill Lowenberg. 

All computer operators in HOC are trained by Western 
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Above-Computer Operator 
Manager Don Clark looks 
over the operators' schedule. 

Below- Assistant Computer Operator 
Manager Josh Barker operates 

the 3033 console with the 370/ 165 
consoles in the background . 

Below-Maintenance Programmer 
Richard Dorsey (left) 
and Programmer Jim Bellar 
are at the console. 

Right-Operating the 370/165 
are Computer Operator 

Bruce Drake and Junior Tape 
Librarian Madelin Farah. 

Right-Certification Specialist 
Sue Yates (from the left) and Junior 

Computer Operators Isaac Fizer 
and Henry Dafler operate the 370/ 165. 

Right-Junior Computer Operators 
Jerry Hamilton (left) and Steve Taylor 

check the completion of a job. 

Left-Junior Computer Operators 
Mark Crider and Jeff Jordan 
are checking the tape drive mounts 
on the 3033 console. 

left- A view of 
the 3033 tape-drive pool. 
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and have the opportunity to operate some of the latest 
equipment available on the data-processing market. 

System Programming- HOC 

T he system programming department of the Houston 
digital center is responsible for install ation, modificatio n, 
testing, and "debugging" the system contro l programs for 
the center's l BM computers. Sharing these dut ies are Sen
ior Programmer Harold Partin and Systems Programmers 
Gerald Urba nek, Mark Whetzel, and William Bruce Hill . 

T he installa tion, modification, and testing phases of 
system programmi ng are never-endi ng tasks due to the 
almost constant change in the Houston hardware. To add 
a new piece of equipment to a syste m generation may take 
only a few hours or it may take severa l days when a 
certain mai nte nance level is requi red to support the device . 
To make a major system conversion, as from OS/ MVT to 
OS / MVS, the tim e required is measured in months. A 
quick look back to 1974 wil l indicate the volume of effort 
involved in this function. The largest system in Western's 
inventory in May 1974 was the lBM 370/ 165 , with an 
OS/ MVT co ntrol program , 8 spindles for d isk packs , 16 
tape drives , 2 card readers, 2 printers , and 1 TSO or data
entry terminal. F ive years la ter, in May L 979, the largest 
system in Western's inventory is the JBM 3033 , OS/ MVS 
control p rogra m, addressi ng 46 disk drives , 37 tape drives, 
7 card readers , L 0 pri nters , and approximately 70 TSO or 
data-entry terminals-and we are planning more! 

T he "debugging" or problem determination phase of 
system programmi ng covers a fu ll range from simple to 
fr ustration. Sometimes a 3 A.M . prob lem call wi ll requ ire 
pushing an overlooked button or entering a forgo tten 
command while o thers sim ply disappear with dawn's early 
light. On th e other hand are the problems that are fixed 
after hours of searching "core d um ps" and microfiche or 
wai ting while the hardwa re engi neers test a suspected 
contro l unit or main frame component. Compounding a 
problem is the constant awareness that there are people 
waiting at a ll of those te rmi nals and the production work 

is stacking up. 

Playback Department 
The playback department, like the entire center, is in a 

constant state of expansion . W hen we moved into our new 
building three years ago with two plotters, our department 
seemed quite spacious. Now, wi th six Geo Space plotters 
and th ree Applicon co lor plotters, our once-spacious de
partment seems to be growin g smaller every day. Of 
course, our increased growth refl ects the increased growth 
of all of Western 's operations. 

The man res ponsible for keeping the wheels turning on 
all of our p laybac k equipment is a long-time Western em
ployee, D igital E quipm ent E ngi neer Carl W. Scott. In 
addition to his responsibi lities in pl ayback, Carl is respon
sible for the equ ipment in tape certifi cation and assists, 
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mounts tape on a 
PRE/ SEIS com puter 
while Jun ior Computer Operator 
Ja n Lambeth (far rig ht) 
is scheduli ng jobs on the 3033 . 

Graphics Plotter Operators 
Brett Coe (left) and 

Laverne Harris a re hard at work. 

Computer Operator Jeff Smith (left) 
and Graphics Plotter Operator 
Steve Hopen work on the 
PRE/SEIS computer system. 

Above- The disk drives of the 3033. 

Below-Chief PBX Operator 
Phyllis Surber updates 
the telephone directory a s Programmer 
Mark Whetzel discusses 
a possible problem with a TSO user, 

Right-Systems Programmer 
Bruce Hill (standing) 

and Programmer 
Gerald Urbanek pause 

while working on the 
Denver or Milan system. 

Above-The tape pool of 
the 370/ 165 console. 

Below-Senior Programmer 
Harold Partin is determining what 

new equipment was delivered 
to the computer room. 
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is stacking up. 
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mounts tape on a 
PRE/ SEIS com puter 
while Jun ior Computer Operator 
Ja n Lambeth (far rig ht) 
is scheduli ng jobs on the 3033 . 

Graphics Plotter Operators 
Brett Coe (left) and 

Laverne Harris a re hard at work. 

Computer Operator Jeff Smith (left) 
and Graphics Plotter Operator 
Steve Hopen work on the 
PRE/SEIS computer system. 

Above- The disk drives of the 3033. 

Below-Chief PBX Operator 
Phyllis Surber updates 
the telephone directory a s Programmer 
Mark Whetzel discusses 
a possible problem with a TSO user, 

Right-Systems Programmer 
Bruce Hill (standing) 

and Programmer 
Gerald Urbanek pause 

while working on the 
Denver or Milan system. 

Above-The tape pool of 
the 370/ 165 console. 

Below-Senior Programmer 
Harold Partin is determining what 

new equipment was delivered 
to the computer room. 
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as needed, in the R obertson camera department. Digital 
Equipment E ngineer Tony Arvan, recently acquired from 
the London office, should help reduce some of that work 
load. Playbac k office Supervisors T . W. E ubanks and Bill 
Machacek stay busy trying to keep everyone satisfied with 
high-quality sections and short turnaround time. Playback 
Technician Sherri Pileggi somehow manages to keep track 
of the approximately 700 tapes that are plotted each day. 
Jn addition to her clerical duties, she fi nds time to key
punch parameter cards for most of these jobs and fills in 
operating one of the plotters when needed . Lead Playback 
Technicians Debbie H aney, Dave Chladek, Warren Hollo
way, Gary Dupree, and Shirley Watson and Playback 
Technician Dave L auck are responsible for co-ordinating 
the efforts of their shift personnel, who plot the approxi
mately half-million fil es that are displayed each month. 

With the addition of several new employees and several 
new pieces of plotting equipment, the playbac k department 
has had a very busy and hectic summer. 

[ 

T he H ouston digital center marine division drafting and 
reproduction departments play a very important role in the 
completion of seismic sections and jobs fo r Western 's many 
clients. Supervisor Sybil Kerry, an employee of Western for 
15 years, bears the responsibility of seven departments
marine drafting, splicing, prin ting, quality control , client 
dis tribution, photography, and digiti zing. Aside from her 
duties as supervisor , Sybi l also serves as a member of the 
profit-sharing committee with Chairm an of the Board 
Booth B. Strange and Personnel Director Lee Armond. 

The marine drafting department consists of 16 draftsmen 
with Sheil a Smith and Sue Davis serving as Sybil's assis
tants. Computerization not only has decreased the time 
element involved in draftin g each section but also has 
increased the output of production t remendously. Prior to 
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the advent of computer-generated annotation, the drafts
man was required to locate and draft the correct position 
of shot points, water depths, velocities, client name, and 
processing information . The responsibilities of the drafts
man now are to check the location of the appropriate 
information and to make any necessary changes or addi
tions to a section. Inform ation that is unique to each line, 
such as line numbers and special notes, still must be 
drafted on each section. 

The splicing department's main duty is to check all 
incoming sections for accuracy before sending them to the 
draftsmen for various changes and addition of information. 
They carefully match timing lines , check data from panel 
to panel , and tape the corresponding panels together, as 
well as adding or changing side headers. Our splicers arc 
Paula Rascoe, who is also a junior draftsman ; Larry 
(Lightning) Anderson ; Kyle O'Neill; and Mark S1amen. 

Another significant area in Western's processing center 
is the reproduction (printing) department, which is headed 
by J . W. Balzrette, a Western employee for 15 years. This 
department has several functions that involve the duplica
tion of seismic sections, VELAN®, maps, charts, and direct 
positive contact (DPC) of sections for various clients. 
Each job printed must be checked by the person trimming 
the prints for quality of color and clarity. This work is 
achieved through the use of four Lancer 7500 Tri-Watt 
direct-print machines with each machine being maintained 

by two employees. 
The quality control department is another vital link in 

the chain of production within our department. Stephanie 
Colby, Vickie Coates, and Laurie Williams receive much 
of the special projects seismic data. They check these data 
for any problems that may have occurred in processing, 
such as bad traces, excess noise, incorrect polarity, or any 
misties in the data . They also look for any drafting errors 
and make the necessary changes. When all of the sections 
and support data are ready for distribution to the client, 
the data are sent to the print shop for the necessary 

reproductions. 
When these data are released to the client, the original 

films arc turned into the photography department for 
possible reductions. The reductions are returned to the 
quality control department where they are then checked for 
color quality and spliced if necessary. The same procedure 
is used in the distribution of the reductions as is used in 
the distribution of the full-scale sections to the client. 

Almost daily we submit both large and half-scale prints 
to our clients. With this amount of data flow, the storage 
of original film would quickly become a problem. With this 
factor in mind, many clients request a negative 105-mm. 
made of the original film . This film is a 511 x 7 11 negative 
that can be easily stored. At a later date, the 105-mm's 
can be retrieved for blow-backs to their original scale. 

The main purpose of the data distribution office is to 
see that client's printing and delivery requests are fulfilled. 
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Above- Junior Draftsman 
Herculana Guel explains client 
procedures to Junior 
Draftsman Steve Daniels . 

Below-Splicer Paula Rascoe 
(a lso a junior draftsman) prepares 
sections for the "work-to-do" rack. 

Right-Printing Technician 
Larry Anderson (left) works with 
Junior Draftsman Mark Slamen. 
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T his entails a complete transmittal with a description of 
sections, types of presentations, and the number of prints 
being sent. T hese responsibil ities are handled by Donna 
White and Paul Von H eeder. 

The function of the photography department is to reduce 
or enl arge seismic sections, maps, and charts proportional 
to their original size. This work is performed by the use of 
a tri-color Robertso n camera. Approximately 90 % of our 
work load is done at a 50 % reduction scale of seismic 
sections. The photography department is in operation from 
6 A. M. until 12 midnight. Our camera technicians are Larry 
Reimund , Tom Bajorek, Raymond Becerra, Kevin Smith, 
and Perry Wise. 

The digitizing department is HDC's small est depart
ment, yet its role is vital in seismic interpretation and fi nal 
presentation of certain seismic displays. Th is department 
consists of an all -electronic Series I Digi-Grip digitizing 
system . The digitizer is used to find the X and Y co
ordinates of points along a horizon of a seismic section , 
shot points on a base map, or depths of a well log. The 
co-ordinates are automatically punched to cards for use by 
the IBM computer. 

As one can eas il y see, the seismic sections may pass 
through the majority of all seven of Sybil 's departments 
one or more times . Co-operation is essential to maintain 
the steady flow of production. This is usually achieved with 
little or no problem. 

Since there are approximately 400 persons involved in 
these various departments, it is unavoidable that we missed 
some during picture-taking sessions; many are on night 
shifts, some on vacations, a few ill , and the like. H opeful1y 
our next article will include these. 
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Left- Print Shop Foreman and 
Lead Printing Technician 
J.W. Balzrette and Junior Printi ng 
Technician Vi kki Hastedt 
look up from a b usy schedule. 

Below-Junior Printing Technician 
Yana Eaton trims prints 
as they come from the machine. 

Below- Lead Shipping Clerk 
Donna White (from the left) , 

Shipping and Receiving 
Clerk Paul Von Heeder, an d 

Drafting Supervisor 
Sybil Kerry pause for a moment. 

Below- Junior Draftsman 
Vickie Coates (left) 
and Draftsman Stephanie Colby 
go through phases of 
the quality control department. 

Left-Junior Printing 
Technic ian Pam Brooks (left) 
and Printing Tech nician 
Barba ra Gutilla 
are tak ing a b reak from 
running and trimming prints. 

Below- J unior Printing 
Techn icia n Karen Degonia ru ns 

one of ma ny prints for 
the land department . 

Below- Jun ior Camera 
Technician Kevin Smith 

feeds a shot 
into the Dupont Processor. 

Left- Junior Camera Technicians 
Larry Reimund (left) and 
Tom Bajorek stand in 
front of the big Robertson camera, 
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Looking Back 
in the 

CPlli®~ D [1 rn 

20YEARSAGO 
December 1959 

AFTER MORE than 26 years of being a tenant in others' 
buildings, Western's headquarters staff is to have its 

own office building adjacent to the north side of the lab 
and shop, on North La Brea Avenue in Los Angeles .... 
Party 73-74 has wandered from South America to West 
Africa, Morocco, Sicily, Italy, the Suez Canal, and Egypt. 
Making part of the trip have been Observer Julius A. Ras
mussen, Observer Supervisor Ben Thigpen, Party Chief 
William Calledare, Junior Observers Ugo Picchiani and 
Anatole Simoncini, Leonard Hoyt, and Supervisor Neal 
Cramer . . .. Party 32 in Bakersfield, California, reports the 
loss of Driller Charles Martin to Western's new crew in 
Libya . ... Party 75 originated in Shreveport, Louisiana, 
with the slogan "have crew- will travel." Soon we moved 
to New Orleans, and our current crew list includes Chief 
Computer-Office Manager Willie Priester, Cal Hansbrough, 
Soule Mellette, Jerry Schuller, and John Amato (who was 
weJcomed back to the Western family after his year's leave 
of absence) .... Driller Dalton Taylor, wife Hazel, and son 
Randy joined Party 28 in Forest, Mississippi, and shortly 
thereafter Dalton celebrated 10 years with the Company. 
... Newcomers to Party 70 include Evon and Pauline 
Renick, with Tommy, Loy, and Cathy, and L. E. Bratos. 
Evon and Neo Ferrari are our observers .... Working with 
Party 92 in Bissau, Portuguese Guine, are Bill Hudson, 
Surveyor Del Letourneau, Driller Tom Sergeant, and Jun
ior Observer Les Schmidt . ... Party 33, in Magnolia, Mis
sissippi, was happy to welcome newcomers Rodman Gene 
Brannon, wife Corine, and daughter Vicki, from Shreve
port; and Assistant Observer Dale Morgan, wife Mary Jo, 
and daughter Janna. Gene is working with Surveyor-Permit 
Man Dwight Rich . ... Joining President Dean Walling in 

34 

the ranks of Westerners becoming part of the official 
governing body of the International Society of Exploration 
Geophysicists were Supervisors Dupree McGrady and Aart 
deJong. 

10 YEARS AGO 
Fall-Winter 1969 

Western found itself involved in a scramble to increase 
its activities in Alaska following the announcement of a 
major oil discovery in the Prudhoe Bay area of the North 
Slope. We now have e.ight crews in the state .. . . The first 
signs of the digital revolution in the seismic industry were 
apparent in the early 1960's. As a result of that industry
wide change, Western's entire marine operation now uses 
digital recording equipment, as do approximately 50% of 
our land crews .. .. Greetings from Party 68 in Moab, 
Utah. One of the places we have worked during the past 
year is the Book Cliffs out of Green River, Utah. The 
Book Cliffs and the jagged country cause problems for 
the men, but fortunately we have an above-average crew. 
Although they have to go where only mountain goats should, 
there is never a complaint. The chief observer and new 
party manager, Stewart (Mitch) Mitchell, has nothing but 
praise for his crew .... Party 52 was re-activated in Janu
ary, with the office located in Houston. Among personnel 
involved is Party Chief Willie Lane, moved from Shreve
port. With summer vacation drawing to a close, the Lanes 
are beginning to think about schools of all levels. The 
children range from the third grade (Linda) , to high school 
(Randy), to a college freshman (Willie , Jr . ), and with 
mother Georgia possibly working in the kindergarten sys
tem ... . Party 52 (field) has just welcomed two men in 
Denham Springs, Louisiana: Kerney Raley, a driller, and 
Dick Rogers, a shooter. The crew is still guided by Party 
Manager Bill McNew , ably assisted in the office by Party 
Manager Claude Dooley . ... A summer move from Ely, 
Nevada, relocated Party V -4 at Cedar City, in southern 
Utah. Observer Guy Brazell and wife Gayle decided that 
it took almost as long to learn the street address of the new 
trailer park as it did parking their three-bedroom trailer 
house. Coming here from Waycross, Georgia, Surveyor 
John Crane and wife Betty made a visit to their home in 
Shafter, California , over the holidays .... Party 77, the 
Western Beacon, is based in Lisbon, Portugal, and Co
ordinator Russ Stan/and and daughter Lisa have found the;: 
zoo there an interesting place to visit. Other members ot 
the crew are Eddie Reilly, who does a good job o: 
providing the food aboard the Western Beacon, Capt ' 
Coy M. Taylor, and Party Chief Mel Weidner . .. . Weste 
and its development partner, Hercules, Inc., have b 
singled out for honors in the development of the MAXI• 
PULSE® seismic system .. .. "We have moved! " Western' 
headquarters and its laboratory and shops left Los Angd 
for new "homes" in Houston and Galveston, respectively. 

PARTY V-28- PLAINS, TEXAS ... 

ROSS MOORE, JR., Reporter-Photographer 

It is almost time for another Christmas, and the season 
brings back memories of December 1978. Party V-28 
spent that mon th in Portales , New Mexico, and achieved 
our first 100 miles of production in a single month. As 
Vibrator Mechanic ToM MY R ENICK and Lead Vibrator 
Operator REX MCGAVISK scraped and melted ice off the 
base plates in the midst of a snowstorm, they-did not have 
time to think of warmer July days to come when TOMMY 
wo uld buy a '79 Chevrolet Adventure Van and REX would 
get a Honda 750 motorcycle. Troubleshooter OscAR RIZZO 
and his jug crew stomped jugs through the snow and waited 
for the Chri stm as break when severa l of them would head 
south to their homes in Del Rio, Texas. 

The new yea r 1979 brought more cold weather to New 
Mexico. In Jan uary and February we al so produced 100 

Vibrator Mechanic Tommy Renick operated a portable vibrator simi
larity camera to ensure that Party V-28's vibrators were in phase 
each day as they were working near Plains, Texas , last August. 

While they work near Tatum, New Mexico, Party V-28 Permit Agent 
Harold Westall (right) is exp laining to Helper Danny Hernandez 
(left) and Cable-truck Driver Ruben Salazar the proper locations 
of the highway warning signs for the greatest safety and for com
pliance w ith New Mexico highway department permit regulations . 

miles of production fo r each month . Party V-28 again shot 
100 miles in March wh il e doing seventeen different lines 
for eight different clients and making seven crew moves. 
A din ner was held in March that brought Parties V-28 , 
V-8 , and V-22 together in Lubbock, Texas, to celebrate 
the fact that all three of th e crews had over 100 miles each 
in February. Supervi sor J. 0. GoODGAME gave a short 
speech of "Th anks for a job well done" and then presented 
awards to some of the personnel at the dinner. Field Super
visor T . J . PHI LLIPS helped the three crews celebrate 
the event. 

Besides warming weather March brought Vibrator Op
erator GILBERT (EL GORDO) VASQU EZ, of Del Rio , 
and Surveyor RICHARD (GRANDPA) WALTON, of Odessa, 
Texas , to Party V-28. E ach immediately became a vital 
part of the crew. Cable-truck Driver DouG WARNER also 
joi ned Party V-28 after findin g hi s way from Olean, New 
York, to west Texas to make his fortune. 

With the com ing of spring many things bega n to happen 
on Party V-28. Permit Agent AL (HOOT) RusH, of Odes
sa, and HAROLD WESTALL, of Clovis, New Mexico, per-
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PARTY V-28- PLAINS, TEXAS ... 

ROSS MOORE, JR., Reporter-Photographer 
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and his jug crew stomped jugs through the snow and waited 
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Vibrator Mechanic Tommy Renick operated a portable vibrator simi
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A din ner was held in March that brought Parties V-28 , 
V-8 , and V-22 together in Lubbock, Texas, to celebrate 
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mitted a new program in Matador, Texas, th at really 
"brought the crew together." The shortage of motel rooms 
and restaurants helped everyone become well acquainted . 
Party Manage r Ross MOORE, JR., was away on leave, and 
Observer BILL RIORD AN managed the crew. BILL'S family 
lives in Mid land , Texas, and was begi nning to prepare 
their entry fo r the summer season of the bicycle moto-cross 
( BMX). These preparations proved quite successfu l as 
BILL 'S son, T ERRY, and daughter, T RICIA, won a total of 
21 trophies. H is other daughter, TAMMY, and youngest 
son, WADE, were the family cheerl eaders as their mother, 
CAROL , won third place in the mom's division competition. 

While in Matador Helper DANNY COVARRUBIAS, of 
Lubbock, was transferred from Party V-22 to Party V-28. 
The following month DANNY'S nephew, M1KE COVARRU
BIAS, was graduated from high school in Lubbock and 
joined the crew in Littlefie ld , Texas. 

At the end of Apri l Party V-28 took a break during 
which Observer JOE WHITE married MAURA FLORES on 
Apri l 30. MAURA has two chi ldren, JAIME, age 3, and 
ANNA YELL, age 11 . 

Wedding bell s continued to ring for Party V-28 in June. 
While work ing in And rews, Texas, Surveyor JIMMY RAY 

married DORIS WHITAKER, of Floydada, Texas . The knot 
was tied on June 1 in Lamesa, Texas. Several weeks later 
the newlyweds bought a luxurious 1 979 Cadill ac Coupe de 
Ville. When F ield Clerk BI LL COLEMAN, in his '79 Con
tinental Mark V, and the R AYS hit the road, part of Party 
V-28 really travels in style. BILL'S brother, Vibrator Oper
ator BOB COLEMAN, and hi s wife , KATHY, bought them-
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Permit Agent Al Rush is completing his work so that Party V-28 
can begin a new job in Lamb and Hockley Counties in west Texas. 

Party V-28's "back crew," which 
consists of Helpers Raymond Garxa 
(from the left), Tom and Elias Mo· 
rales, Danny Hernandez, Ruben Sa l
azar, Bernabe Valdex, Danny Co
varrubias, and Mike Covarrubias 
(on top of the truck), wait for a 
vibration point to be clear so t hat 
they can pick up the cable w hile 
working near Tatum, New Mexico. 

selves a new Toyota pickup, which makes their trips home 
to Big Spring, Texas, a little smoother. 

More new cars, some new personnel , and some well
deserved vacations arrived in July. Cable-truck Driver JoE 
(GROPER) JEWELL took off for his hom e state of Michigan 
where he spent the Fourth of July holidays visiting old 
friends and relatives. Surveyor H elper WALTER (RocK) 
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LEE, ITT, spent hi s vacation in his hometown of Bay City, 
Texas, with hi s family and on July 28 helped his daughter, 
SHAVEE, celebrate her sixth birthday. As RocK says, 
SHA VE E (hi s on ly child) is his " pride and joy." 

Other personnel from Lamesa were busy at the car lots 
duri ng Jul y. Vibrator Operator TONY ALVARADO bought 
a slick-looki ng 1977 Ford Pinto while Helper DANNY 
H ERNANDEZ stuck to Chevies, choosing a "previously
owned" Chevro let Nova. 

From far- away Libya, where he had been doing well
scrvice work, Party V-28 hired ToM HICKOX. Starting in 
Matador, Texas, put ToM close to his home in Lubbock. 
Another L ubbock resident, BILL TROTTER , joined the 
crew whi le we we re in Matador. 

Party V-28 's July work in Matador was fi lled with 
several humorous inc idents. Helpers TONY G UNN and 
JoHN T wr, of Midland , and DOMINGO PARRAZ, JR., of 
Lamesa, became the proud owners of baby raccoons. 
DOMINGO named his "Bonnie" in honor of his girl friend. 
The pets soon wore out their welcome, howev(l.(, and some 
changes were made in the li ving arrangements. 

Lead Vibrator Operator ROLA ND BARBOZA and Helpers 
DANN Y GRANADO, JOE GRANADO, ROB ERT HERNANDEZ, 
and R AUL H ERNANDEZ went to a new crew, Party V-39 , in 
July. Party V-28 's star pe rmit agent, AL RUSH, and his 
cat, Sid , also we re transfe rred to Party V-39 . In order to 
vary his experience with Western , Cable-truck Driver 
R UBE N (Boo Boo) SALAZAR swi tched his job assignment 
to the survey crew as a chainm an. 

Party V-28 underwent even greater changes in August 
as we began working 30 days per month , allowing person
nel to be off on a staggered basis. To staff a 30-day work 
schedule, Helpers RICKY TATE , TERRY BURNS, and DUKE 
CARMICHAEL, all of Clovis, New Mexico, were hired whi le 
the crew was in Matador. Tn turn they encouraged their 
buddies from Clovis also to work fo r Western . These able 
helpers include RICKY GRAHAM, ALLEN BEEVERS, and 
JOHNN Y HURTADO. Another source of good helpers was 
the city of Lubbock, home of MILTON, JR., ToM, and 

Vibrator Operator Bob Coleman is inspecting a Party V-28 tire for 
wear and cuts due to heavy brush and rocks near Matador, Texa s. 

'f 

Party V-28 Chief Surveyor Jimmy Ray and his brid e, Doris, are 
meeting by thei r brand-new Cadillac upon his return from the f ield . 

Helpe r Danny Hernandez (from the left), Cable-truck Driver Joe 
Jewell, and Helper Domingo Parraz, Jr., are waiting their turn to 
fuel Party V-28 's trucks at the "spike station" in Plains, Texas. 

Party V-28 Vibrator Operator Tony Alvarado puts up test cables 
after completion of vibrator similarity tests near Plains , Texas. 
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ELIAS MORALES. who also started work while in Matador. 
H elpers HUGO LIMON and RAYMO ND GARZA were urged 
by the MORAL ES brothers to join Party V-28 . W hen the 
crew moved to the often sandy ranch coun try of Plains , 
Texas, Helper VICENTE LOYA joined us as did Permit 
Agent Trainee BRUCE FR EE MAN. BRUCE and h is wife , 
KARE N, moved from Amarillo, Texas, to Midland to be
come a part of Party V-28. 

The stork was also busy in August as he m ade two 
deliveries. Cable Mechanic R1cKY SMJTH and his wife , 
KIMBERLEY, became the parents of a whopping 9-pound, 
8-ouncc boy named LoUis DWAIN on August 22. Party 
M anager Ross MooRE, JR., became an uncle on August 
14 when his sister, K ATHY, and her husband, PETE FEARS, 
became the proud parents of TRAVIS WHEELER FEARS, an 
8-pound, 1-ounce boy. Congratul ations to the parents of 
these two baby boys . 

T he fin~tl part of 1979 looks bright for Party V-28 with 
much work ahead of us. We look forwa rd to improving 
our crew operat ions and the individua l skill s of each crew 
member. We wish a Merry Ch ristmas to aJI of Western 
Geophysical Company's pe rson nel and a ve ry prosperous 
1980 . 

PARTY V-21 - BAKERSFIELD, CALIFORNIA ... 

RUSSELL A. GENTRY and RICHARD SHIELDS, Reporters 
RUSSELL A. GENTRY, Photographer 

P arty V-2 1 is on the move. We are presently working 
in the south San Joaquin V all ey out of Bakersfield , Cali
forn ia. Bakersfield is one of the original areas of early oil 
production in Californ ia, and the search is still going on. 

Party V-21's vibrators head up the 
line across the flat terrain of the 
San Joaquin Valley in California. 
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Observer Dick Roberts returns to Party V-21 's doghouse following 
a short break while with the crew near Bakersfield, California . 
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Boo, Party V-2 1 's mascot, makes the water cross ings less soggy 
and te d ious fo r the lu cky members of the California-based crew . 

T he recording crew, headed by Party V-21's dedicated 
observer, DICK ROBERTS, and supported by hard-working 
Cable Pusher DouG GREEN, is taking advantage of the 
terrain cond itions here. The lack of numerous water cross
ings, as encountered on the last prospect , allows them to 
get good daily production, something everyone appreciates. 

Cable-truck Drivers CHUCK ARMSTRONG and KERRY 
Mouwr like the unobstructed , flat terrai n. Supported by 
Helpers PAT FARRELL, MIKE MELLEN , FARON EYCHNER, 
IKE CALLAHAND, and JIM CHAPPELL, they are able to keep 
cab le laid out well ahead of the observer. 

Party Y-21 Vibrator Mechanic GENE GREER has proved 
to be a fine painter, with the aid of V ibrator Operators 
TOM HOWARD, AUGGIE GROSS, DAVE BREWER, CHUCK 
BURNIGHT, and JIM GRIGGS. These men have just com
pleted pa.inting our four vibrators and our recording truck, 
which keeps our crew looking in tiptop shape. 

Surveyor Russ GENTRY leads the never-ending proces
sion across the land , with assistance from Rodman SCOTT 
HOLM and Helper MARK RrcHICHI. Those tedious and 
soggy water crossings are handled with aplomb by Boo, 
Party V-21 's mascot. The water crossings are also a good 
way to cool off on those scorch ing Californ ia summer days. 

Party Manager DEL H ILL makes certain that no prob
lems develop on P arty V-2 1 by asking all of the necessary 
questions. Our permit agents, DAVID MAY and J1M WIRTH, 
are ensuri ng that the crew has the needed land pem1its to 
get the job done. F ield C lerk D ICK SHIELDS keeps tabs on 
the crew pa rt iculars and makes sure everyone gets his 
money on time. 

Well, that is all from P arty V-21 in sunny California for 
now. Sec you in the next issue of the PROFILE. 

WI NTER 1979 

PARTY 21-VICTORIA, TEXAS ... 

LOUISE JOHANSON, Reporter 
LYLE JOHANSON, Photographer 

Greetings from Party 21 in Victoria, Texas. We feel as 
if we have found a home for this begins our fifth year here. 

Party 21 added a second recording truck in February 
so that we cou ld begin 96-trace recording for our client. 
Everyone thought that this wou ld hamper production some
what ; but after a few days of working out the wrinkles , 
production was back to normal. T his means that Observers 
]ACK SKAANI NG and JsMAEL D E LEON, as well as our 
assistant observer, PAT PIPER, are in constant radio con
tact to keep the entire recordi ng crew co-ordinated. The 
rest of this gro up consists of Troubles hooter JoE DE LEON; 
Cable-truck Drivers JOE FALCON and TOMAS VALE NZUE
LA; Juggies JODY FALCON, MARCOS ORTIZ, GARY McKEE, 

Party 21 Observer Jack Skaaning (cente r) holds a sketch to help 
d ecide where to place the recorders at the prospect as Observer 
Isma el De Leon (right) ond Assistant Obse rve r Pat Piper look on . 

Cable·t ruck Dri ver Joe Falcon (from the left) and Helpers Gary 
McKee and Jody, Mencho , and Juan Falcon pause by Party V-21 ' & 

recorde r before they cross the Guadalupe Rive r near Yoakum , Texas . 
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Helpers Sean Flannery (from the left) and Mario Cummings, Cable. 
truck Driver Tomas Valenzuela , Helper Marcos Ortiz, and Trouble
shooter Joe Deleon have just finished taping one of Party 21 ' s 
cables across the highway and are taking a well-deserved break . 

Pleased with what they see on their topological map are Party 21 
Surveyor John Arnold (left) and Chief Surveyor R. S. (Dick) Fish. 

SEAN FLANNERY, MARIO CUMMINGS, and J UAN FALCON; 
and Shooters DOMINGO TOBAR and MARTIN MONTALVO, 
who was transferred from Party 32 to our crew. 

One can find Party 21 's permit agents tyi ng up phone 
lines at motels in several different towns at any given time. 
We are sure that Permit Agents JOI-JN McMINN, 0. T. 
MOORE , and VINCENT TORRES are asking Santa for secre
taries this year to take phone messages and do the typing. 

Our survey crew, led by RICHARD FISH and JOHN 
ARNOLD, with Helpers EULOJIO (PEPE) CHAVEZ, PHILIP 
CANO, and FRED HUGHES, are busy fl agging and reflagging 
lines for Drillers LUPE NAVARRO and E. T. (SONNY) 
URIBE and their helpers, E. V. URIBE and R OBERT GARCIA. 

Since last reporting in the PROFILE, some of the towns 
that Party 21 has worked in are Cleveland , Conroe, Sealy, 
Brenham, H allet tsville, Columbus, Schulenburg, Yoakum, 
and Cuero, all in Texas, of course. 

MENCHO FALCON and JoAN SAN MIGUEL were married 
last July 7 at Camp Wood , Texas. Many members of the 
crew attended the wedding, reception, and dance. 

Party 21 members enjoying summer vacations included 
JACK SKAANING and family , who relaxed at home and went 
to the zoo and Astra World in Houston. Surveyor JOHN 
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Party 21 Helper E. V. Uribe is checking the ail in the water buggy 
first thing in the morning as Driller Lupe Navarro walks by . 

ARNOLD took his vacation in Dallas , Texas , visiting his 
family and friends. PAT and Jum PIPER spent their vaca
tion campi ng and just relax ing in general. 

Observer ISMAEL DE LEON celebrated his fifth anni
versary with Western on August 21 and received his 
Service Pin. 

We all enjoyed a production barbecue for Party 21 at 
a private park in Victoria on July 27. Chief Cook JACK 
SKAANJNG, with helpers JOHN McMINN and Party Manager 
LYLE JOHANSON , turned out some delicious steaks. Every
one had a great time, and we are looking forward to the 
next one! 

Merry Christmas from Party 2 1 ! 

PARTY SS-PAKISTAN ... 

ROBIN M. WRIGLEY, Reporter 

Since you last heard from Pakistan, the situation regard
ing the operation over here has changed considerably. Both 
Party V-15 and Party V-25 have ceased operations in 
recent months. Party V-15 was finall y di sbanded after a 
marathon life span, and its members have gone to various 
crews while Party V-25 awaits shipment to Thailand to 
begin a new contract. 

Thus Party 55 remains the sole survivor on the sub
continent albeit with almost an entirely new crew since 
we las t reported in the PROFILE. After numerous arrivals 
and departures, however, we are now back to normal 
and patiently awaiting the seasonal monsoons to take 
their toll. 

On the Pakistani staff we welcome SALIM MALIK, the 
administrator from Party V-25 , who will head the admin
istrative side. He is ably assisted by Au REHMAN, who 
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must rate as the longes t surviving member of the on gi
na l crew. 

Our operations are still based in Badin in the Sind 
district, and we have the con tinuing support of the Karachi 
off ice under the management of M EL WEIDNER. Field 
Supervisor Vic MuTTEN is eagerly awaiting his new ap
pointment in Th ailand , and KE N TUTT has arrived from 
Party V-15 to take Vrc's place. 

The crew now consists of Paiiy Manager ROB IN WRIG
LEY; Digital Equipment Engineer TOM SPENCELEY; Ob
servers RAUL MARTINEZ, BILL OSBORNE , and LARRY 
ERICKSON; Surveyors PllIL BANNIST ER and MOHAMED 
SIDDIQ UE; Mechanics }ON BARKER, BILL BROOKS, and 
ARMANDO ARRELLA NO; and Shoote r ERIC TAYLOR. 

PARTY l 9S-PRUDHOE BAY, ALASKA. 

ANTHONY DILLON, Reporter 
JAMES W. BENTON, Photographer 

With an eye always on the changing arctic weather and 
after a month and a half of preparations, the Western , 
Beaufort, Party 195 , is busy working prospects in Prudhoe 
and Harrison Bays in Alaska during the short summer 
season. Before she sailed , extensive welding was done on 
the Beaufort's hull , along with refitting of the deck with 
new A-frames and guns. New hires GALEN TOMLINSON, 
GERALD LANDIS, K ELLY ADAMS, and ANTHONY DILLON 
worked long hours helping the welders , re-assembling 
equipment, and bringing load after load of groceri es while 
learning the ropes of Western life. 

NEO FERRARI and GEORGE SNOWDEN , veterans of the 
North Slope operati ons , head the two reco rding room shifts 
fo r Party I 95 and , along with the help of Field Service 
Engineer DAN PosEY and Instrument Technician LYNN 
FORG EY, have a good start on the ambitious summer sched
ul e of shooting. Gunner DoN SUTCLIFFE is another mem
ber of the crew well familiar with the arctic marine 
operation . ROBERT (BOOSTER) STANSBURY is back again 

L_.· 
J 

I 

Chief Observer Neo Ferrari (left) and Observer George Snowden are 
preparing the Western Beaufort's recording room for the season. 

Instrument Technician Lynn Forgey (left) and Field Service En
gineer Dan Posey look over their handiwork after comp leting the 
instrument rigging for the 1979 season on the Western Beaufort. 

Pausing during their preparations 
to get the Western Beaufort "under 
sail" for the summer season in the 
Beaufort Sea are Party 195 Helpers 
Kelly Adams (from the left), Chip 
Larson, and Monte Goetzman, Gun 
Mechanic Don Sutcliffe, and Help
ers Joe Hartley and Gerald Landis . 
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Helpers Sean Flannery (from the left) and Mario Cummings, Cable. 
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directing operations as co-ordinator, and marine crew 
Captain DILLARD STONE, Seaman ROB ERT BRADEN , and 
Marine Engineer TOM PARKS have a full-time job navigat
ing through often heavy fog and scattered ice fields. Four 
veteran North Slope land-crew members, Helpers JOE 
HARTLEY, MARK BRIDGES, MONTE GO ETZMAN , and CHTP 
LARSON, find them selves covering much of the same terri
tory that they shot with the winter crews over the ice. 
"Can Opener" (Cook) DALMONT (CHRIS) CHRISTOPHER
SON keeps all well feel . 

Party I 95's whole operation is always dependent upon 
favorable weather conditions, and for that we look for a 
southern breeze that keeps the loose ice out of the bays 
and toward the Pole. As of this report (August), the usual 
temperature on the water is in the 40's and the water 
temperature is always in the 30's. The whole crew counts 
on a season that should last through September, witl1 an 
early-wi nter freeze-up forcing us out sometime in October. 

T-

Handling the gangway and lines on 
the We stern Beaufort, Party 195, 
are Litton Resources Systems Field 
Service Technicia n Wallace Fleming, 
Jr. (from the left), Port Engineer 
Ronnie Bickham, and Supervisor L. 
E. (Bebo) Bratos, a s part of the 
Western Beaufort's crew, Helpers 
Kelly Adams (from the left). Ma
rine Engineer Tommy Parks, and 
Observer Robert W. (Booster) Stans
bury (on the heliport), are watching . 
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Captain Dillard F. Stone is at the cont rols of the Wesrern Beau
fort, now working with Party 195 in the Beaufort Sea off Alaska . 

The appropriately-named Wesre rn 
Beauforr sets sail on its maiden 
voyage for Party 195's summer sea
son in the Beaufort Sea off Alaska. 

PARTY V-34-BISMARCK, NORTH DAKOTA . .. 

DONNA OBERBECK, Reporter 
GEORGE CROWE, Photographer 

Party V-34 began its East Williston Basin work in 
Jamestown , North Dakota , during a cold mid-March. After 
a short stay in Jamestown the crew moved on to its base 
location in Bismarck, North Dakota . Getting' little co
operation from the weather, Party Manager R. V. (BOB) 
JTRSCHELE had to keep Permit Agent GEORGE CROWE 
jumping from line to line to take advantage of section-line 
roads that crisscrossed our prospect. Right on his heels was 
Surveyor BEVERLY RICHARDSON, closely followed by Ob
server PETE RAMIREZ and his recording crew and Vibrator 
Mechanic JERRY MORK and his four operators. 

After several months of section-line work Party V-34 
was ready for any sort of change in scenery and terrain. 
Field Supervisor Guy BRAZELL came through with a short 
job in Rolla , North Dakota. Anxiously looking for some 
kind of new challenge, Surveyor BEVERLY (DRILL SER
GEANT) RICHARDSON was "delighted" to find an obstacle 
course of alternating lakes, swamps, and thickets of trees. 
Convi ncing Helpers DONNA OBERBECK and GREG MORRIS 
that things wou ld be better over the next hill was a job in 
itself. 

Cracking the whip from the doghouse are Observer PETE 
RAMIREZ and Assistant Observer PI-IIL (MAD DoG) LARRI
SON. On the other end of the whip is our assistant permit 

WI NTER 1979 

Party V-35 Permit Agent a nd Photographer George Crowe is about 
to start his day with the crew, currently working in North Dakota. 

Above-Cable Pusher Dan J . (Igor) 
Keane (left) and Observer Pete Ra
mirez take time out fro m their busy 
schedule with Party V-34 to "pose." 

Left-Members of Party V-34, work
ing in North Dakota, head for town . 
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agent-cable pusher , D AN (IGOR) K EANE , whose crazy 
a ntics on the line he1p to keep the crew members on their 
toes . The remainder of Party V-34' s recording staff is 
made up of Cable-truck Drivers E o BAIRD and LoTS COTE , 
"Geophone Placement and Removal E ngineers" VAL FISK, 
CH ERYL STEGMAN, MIKE STRICKLAND, TONY SCHMALZ, 
TIM O'KEEFE, DICK ROBERSON , and Survey Helper BRIAN 
GLEN N. We al so were pleased to have great sum mer help: 
POWELL (THE CHEW) YTSMA, LORI ALLENSWORTH, 
GREG ROEHRICH , and BRIAN (CHEAPSKATE) YEICH. All 
fo ur have returned to coll ege. Our cable and geophone 
repair is done by CAROL VANDIVER, who also enjoys the 
responsibil ity of overall utility person. 

Attempting to make all of these "misfits" work together 
smoothly in Rolla was Field Clerk RICHARD (WHITEY) 
WHITE , who was fil ling in fo r vacationing Bon JmscHELE. 
Soon after the Rolla prospect Bon moved on to manage 
Party V-24 , and WHITEY took over the reins of Party 
V-34. Our new field clerk, ALAN HtNES, has assumed the 
job of fighting the never-ending paperwork. 

Keeping all of the vehicl es in good ru nning condition 
is an endless tas k fo r Vibrator Mechanic JERRY MORK. 
Having spent last wi nter in Alaska, JERRY is not overly 
concerned with these "harsh" North D akota winters. Vi
brator Operators KEVIN SMITH, PAT BREKER, MIKE H EN
NESSY, and "rookie" J1M SCHULZ do an excellent job of 
keeping Party V-34's new vibrators in top shape. JIM is 
also pleased to announce that his wife, ToNI, is expecting 
their third child in January. 

Taking the "big plunge" in October was our new party 
manager , RICHARD WHITE; his bride, who lived in P ennsyl
vania, was anxious to become a "Westerner." 

After finish ing up the work in Roll a Party V-34 returned 
to its prim ary job of work in the Bismarck area. Soon, 

While w ith Party V-24 in 
North Dakota, He lper Lois 
Cote {driving the truck) lays 
out cable as Helpers Tony 
Schmal:i {left) and Dick Ro· 
berson are looking for the 
"X" that "marks the spot." 

Party V-34 Assistant Observer Phil Larrison pauses in his work. 

Party V-34 Cable-t ruck Driver Ed Baird (in the t ru ck) and Helper 
Cher Stegman complete the rigo rous task of picking up the line . 

however, we were again summoned for a short two-day 
job in Tioga, North D akota's oi l capital. These short pros
pects are a welcome relief from the long-term section-line 
work in the Bismarck area countryside. 

As this report is written, the temperature is a pleasant 
75 °F. We are certa in , however, that when you are read ing 
this, the temperature wi ll be well below zero and the wind 
will be blowing relentlessly; the only time we have calm 
weather is when the wind is blowing in all four direc
tions at once! 

PARTY 78-GULF OF MEXICO ... 

GERALD L. PETERSO N, Reporter-Photographer 

Many changes have occurred in the past year with Party 
78, the Western R eef. Former P arty Manager C. E. 
(CHESTER) ROUNDTREE left us to relieve the Gulf Coast 
party managers for much-needed vacations. HARVEY 
H EARN then took over from CHESTER and stayed until 
April when he hea rd the "call of the wild" from Alaska . 
H e packed hi s bag and off he went to manage Party 60, 
based in Anchorage. T his brings us up to the present party 
manager, J ERRY PETE RSON, who joined Party 78 in March 
after being a Gu lf Coast co-ordin ator. Being a rookie party 
manager, J ERRY has managed to stay los t in paperwork for 
almost a yea r now; but d ue to the excepti onal crew, things 
have gone along rather smoothly anyway. 

Western R eef Co-ordinator WILLIAM H. (WILD BILL) 
BEHRENS (who is rumored to be a real estate tycoon from 
St. Louis) has attempted to keep our two-mile drag cable 
out of trouble, sometimes successfully . BILL received his 
5-Year Service Pin and congratulatory letter from Presi
dent BooTH B . STRANGE in May via Party Manager JERRY 
PETERSON. 

Shrimp boats, well heads , platforms, buoys, underwater 
obstructions, and every other hazard for which the Gulf 
is notorious h ave played a major part in Party 78's opera
tion , a part that we could very well do without. WILD BILL 

WI NTER 1979 

is ass isted by Observer WILLIAM R . (MILD BILL) R E
GO NE , who came to us in June from P arty 76 . MILD BILL, 
a native Virginian, was a forestry major in college. We 
have all as ked him wh at a " tree ex pert" is doing in the 
middle of the Gu lf of Mexico . H e just shrugs his shoulders 
and mumbles something about "Debbie." 

Keeping things running smoothly in the W estern R eef's 

Party 78 Co-ordinator W. H. (Wild Bill) Behrens has " pinpointed 
the Western Reef's location to somewhere in the Gulf of Mexico ." 

Whi le working in the Gulf of Mexico with the W estern Reef, Party 
78's observer, W. R. (Mild Bill) Regon e (left). is checking the 
gun breaks with Assistant Gun Mec hanic Gene {Bean Dog) Sellers. 
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WI NTER 1979 

is ass isted by Observer WILLIAM R . (MILD BILL) R E
GO NE , who came to us in June from P arty 76 . MILD BILL, 
a native Virginian, was a forestry major in college. We 
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In the galley of the Western Reef Cook Charles Garrick (from the 
left), Helper Tom James, Gun Mechanic John Ray, Observer Bill 
Regone, and Seaman Robert Hanson are patiently waiting for lun ch. 

r 

Party 78 Helper John Sinclair (left), working aboard the Western 
Reef, is changing the paper in the fathometer in the recording 
room as Shift Leader Joe Brown runs the necessary daily tests. 

\ 

recording room are our sh ift leaders, RICK BROWN and 
JOE DROWN (who are related only as members of the Party 
78 " family"). RI CK hails from Virginia while JOE makes 
his home in Galveston , Texas. Rounding out the recording 
room staff are Helpers ToM JAM ES, from Natchitoches, 
Loui siana; ROD NEY ALSWAGER, from Neenah , Wisconsin ; 
and summer hires Jm-IN SINC LAIR, of New Orleans, Louisi
ana; JOH N BALLINGER, from Dallas, Texas; and MARK 
CANNON, from Jasper, Texas. 

Party 78 's AQUAPULSE® gun system is expertly main
tained by "old-time" Westerner JOHN RAY, from Jackson, 
Mississippi. JOH N is ass isted by GENE (BEAN DoG) SEL
LERS, from Charleston , South Carolina . 

The Western Reef is maintained and operated by our 
Galveston marine transport division. Captains JOE JONES 
and JIM DISMORE ensure the safety of Party 78 and the 
vessel as they expertly sa il the Reef to and from our pros-
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Keith Allan Peterson, first child of Party 78's manager, Jerry 
Peterson, and wife Gale, is, according to an unnamed source, "a 
notorious outlaw who has recently been named to the FBl's most. 
wanted list, and his picture is seen in post offices everywhere ." 

pccts. Ass ist ing on our boat crews arc Mari ne Engineers 
CHARLES REDINGE R and ALFRED H UNTINGTON, with Sea
men WILLIA M SEYMOUR and ROBERT HANSO N. Congratu
lat ions are in order to Captain JI M DISMORE for success
full y completing the basic radar and simulator course from 
Texas A&M (Moody College) and for acqu iring his master 
of steam and motor vessel 300-ton license. JIM was also 
certified in First Aid by the Department of Health, Educa
tion and Welfare. 

Let us not forget the most important man on board the 
Western R eef, according to some, Cook CHARLES GAR
RICK. When not engaged in the inevitable task of putting 
out three meals a day for Party 78, CHARLES rests and 
relaxes at hi s home in Jasper. We shall all attest to the 
fin e job that he is doing and hope he will be with us fo r 
a long time to come. 

Until the nex t time-happy holidays and keep shooting! 

PARTY V-33-WALDEN, COLORADO ... 

DAVE TOLLEY and LARRY P. DURKEE, Reporters 
VIRGIL QUICKSALL, Photographer 

Party V-33 sends greetings to al l from high atop the 
Colorado Rockies. Having just celebrated our first birthday 
last summer, we are a new crew but have already covered 
a lot of territory and seen many people on the line. Of the 
previous summer's ( 1978) original crew only three remain, 
Vibrator Operators KEITH CALIP and JoE GARRETT and 
Cable Pusher STEVE SHELLHARDT. 

Party V-33 was sta rted in Gillette, Wyoming, and re-
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mained there the first nine months of its existence. During 
our stay in Gillette Vibrator Mechanic LARRY HAYS and 
wife JANE joined us from Party V-23 while Junior Ob
server JErr WAUFLE and Permit Agent DAVID MAY came 
from Party 36. Also joining the crew were Vibrator Op
erator ART BRADD and Cable-truck Driver KAREN OWENS. 
Our current party manager, L AR RY DURKEE, arrived just 
in time for the crew's first move, to Coldwater, Kansas. 
Party V-33 wishes the best of luck to our former party 
managers, GEO RG E U NDE RWOOD, who left us for Alaska, 
and DAVE RICHARDSON , now in the Denver digital center. 

The crew was delighted to be moving away from the 
snow and the large brown puddle it was starting to create 
with the spring thaw coming on. Our expectations of 
smoother go ing, however, were quickly dampened by rec
ord rainfall. Joining us in Coldwater were Cable-truck 
Driver RussELL CLINE, a local hire; F ield Clerk SHEL
DON JACOBSE N, from Party 92 ; Vibrator Operator PHIL 
SCHROEDER and wife TAMI, from Party V-12; Survey 

Party V-33 Cable Pusher Steve Shellhardt checks over some of the 
crew's fliers while working with Western near Walden, Colorado. 

Party V-33 Field Clerk Sheldon Jacobsen (left) and Observer 
Virgil Quicksall are talking as the crew is near Coldwater, Kansas . 

Above-Party V-33 Vibrator Oper
ator Gary Nordin (from the left), 
Surveyor Leo Dostourian, and Vi
brator Mechanic Lar ry Hays are pre
paring for similarities while working 
with crew near Walden, Colorado. 

Left-Party V-33 Cable-truck Driver 
Russell Cline (left) and Vibrator 
Operator Phi l Schroeder work with 
the crew near Walden, Colorado. 
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Helper CALVIN FORSYTH; and Cable-truck Driver MIKE 
McCARTNEY. 

Party V-33 went north again in mid-June to the "Pine 
Ridge" country of the southern Black Hi lls and Chadron 
and Rushville, Nebraska. With us we took the ever-present 
rain cloud that has become both our coat-of-arms and a 
thorn in our side. Leaving us at this time for Party V-21 
was Permit Age nt DAVID MAY , who was replaced by 
HOWARD HENDERSON. Also joining us were Surveyor LEO 
DosTOURIA N, Field Clerk DAVID TOLLEY, Junior Observer 
RICHARD SKYBERG , and Helper DAVID POULSEN. 

Early August fou nd Party V-33 moving south again , 
with short stops in Torrington , Wyoming; Limon, Colo
rado; and finally Walden, Colorado. Along the way we 
picked up Helpers JERRY NERI , RAY WRIGHT, NICK GRIGS
BY, JONATHAN MITCHEM, SHANE HARLES, and MIKE 
MITCHEM . 

Wa lden has proven to be one of the most enjoyable 
spots Party V-33 has seen yet . It is located in a high valley 
between two snow-capped ranges , and wildlife is abund ant. 
Elk, deer , and antelope, as well as a wide variety of smaller 
mammals and birds , are seen daily. Nearby Lake John, 
with its reputation fo r reco rd-s ized trout , has kept m any of 
our crew in Walden over the breaks. 

As wc wind up our operations here and prepare to move 
to Vernal , Utah , we have notifi ed Utah's best meteorologist 
to beware: Party V-33 is on its way! 

PARTY V-35-BAKERSFIELD, CALIFORNIA ... 

RICH EUBANK, Reporter 

Everyone please welcome one of Western's newest 
crews. Party V-35 was in the staging phase in Bakersfield , 
California, prior to June 1979, capably administered by 
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This view to the west of Walden, 
Colorado, shows why Walden was 
one of Party V-33's favorite sites. 

Field Supervisor JERRY PATRICK and Assistant Vibrator 
Supervisor Guy SMITH. Helping out with the preparations 
were famed Westerners, such as Vibrator Mechanic R oN 
DIVELBISS and Vibrator Operators WES FAIRBURN, MARK 
R ussELL, and TIM O'NEIL. 

Jug Hustlers STEVE BARNETT, JAMES BROWN, and D AN 
SToN E worked on the recording equ ipment while Surveyor 
RON MILLER and R odman KEVIN PATRICK prepped the 
survey end. Cable Pusher TIM IRVIN proved an invaluable 
asset to Party V-35 with his wealth of experience from 
such crews as Parties 91, 92, and V-94, all in Alaska. 
BYRON PFLIBSEN, a classified junior observer, drove the 
recording truck from Houston to Cal ifornia and helped 
ready it for production. Other Westerners in on the act 
were Assistant Party Manager RICH EUBANK and Observer 
LEO MANGUM. 

Party V-35 first went to work in the Bakersfield area, 
where the first vib rator point was shaken on June 5. From 
that day to the present the crew has stead ily added on 
those mileage figures so well appreciated by people such 
as Party Manager BUDDY VAN WAGENEN. BUDDY was 
formerly permit agent for Party V-21; this, combined with 
his experience as a major (ret.) in the United States A ir 
Force, makes him an excellent party manager for whom 
to work. 

As the crew development progressed , several new or 
recent hires were added to round out the ranks. Permit 
Agent JosE PH A. BROUSSARD, III , joined Western in M ay 
and came to P arty V-35 full of enthusiasm. We have yet 
to run across a permit problem that BIG JoE cannot handle. 
Second Permit Agent DICK CROSS is just starting out at 
the game but has past experience with Western and thus 
is not new to "doodlebugging." Other employees include 
FRED STRAWN, TOM RODRIQUE , DA NNY MOTT , ARTHUR 
SCOTT, JAMES SPENCER, and SCOTT STERLING to fill out 
the jug crew and Vibrator Operator GREG NEWMAN. 

During the summer of 1979 P arty V-35 spiked in such 
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locations as West Sacramento , Tracy, Vacaville, and even 
Lodi fo r several weeks. The c rew h as yet to leave Cali
forn ia, but there are rumors o f upcoming work in Nevada 
sometime during the winte r. If prese nt indicators hold true, 
Party V-3 5 will continue to shake out the mil es. Recording 
truck 4207 h as given us very little t roubl e in our efforts; 
a nd even if it did , Instrument Supervisor J ERRY CROWELL 
wo uld soon take care of the problem . All in all , with a 
sound crew a nd good equipment , Party V-35 seems to be 
launched on a successful career of shaking the ground in 
the sunny state of California . See you on the "doodlebug 
trail. " 

PARTY 199-BEAUFORT SEA, NORTH SLOPE, 
ALASKA ... 

W. E. (GENE) GAUTREAUX, Reporter 
EARL RICHMOND, Photographer 

H ere Party 199 is again on the North Slope of Alaska 
as the Western Geophysical IV sets sa ils for _another sum
mer of shooting in the Beaufort Sea. The season up here is 
limited to summer due to the extreme ice conditions that 
exist durin g fall , winter, and spring. A lthough shooting 
"back down" work is the same everywh ere, crew members, 
both new and old , never cease to be am azed at the variety 
of conditions that the Beaufort Sea offers . 

While there are no drilling rigs or ship traffic to worry 
about, Observer DouG BALLARD, Engineer GENE GAU
TREAUX, and Seaman CHARLES (CHUCK) CREEL find that 
negotiating the ice field and mud flats gives them a whole 
new set of problems with which to contend. Ice conditions 
change hourly due to currents and wind, making it a tough 
job trying to keep the Geo IV on line . Mud bars appear 
and disappear, sometimes in a few weeks , giving Party 

Monitoring the instruments , Assistant Observer Steve Brown takes 
a record in the Weslern Geophysical IV's "snug" recording room. 

Engineer Gene Gautreaux is pausing for a moment during his shift 
at the wheel of the Western Geophysical IV in the Beaufort Sea . 

left-Seaman Harland P. 
(Buzzy) Dodge, Ill {left), and 
Ray King are preparing the 
Western Geophysical V for 
another supp ly run to the 
Western Geophysical IV, 
working in the Beaufort Sea. 
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Party 199 Helper Greg Forschen (from the left), Cook Tom Kincaid, 
and Assistant Observer Scott Schilling discuss life in the Western 
Geophysical /V's recreation room, also known as the galley. 

Party 199's co-ordinator, Doug Ballard, writes daily logs at his 
desk aboard the Weste rn Geophysical IV in the Beaufort Sea . His 
"desk" serves two purposes-it is also known as the galley table. 

199 M ari ne Mechanic MARIO (KoNK) LISTER nightmares 
thinking about mud being sucked up into the Jacuzzi jets 
that power the ship. 

Wind is another condition that makes the men who have 
to work on deck shudder when the temperature drops 
below freezing. Leading this hardy crew are Party 199's 
gunners, G. S. (POOLEY) JON ES and DouG (HORNET) 
OWENS. Our observers, GEORGE BOWMAN and STEVE 
BROWN, also get their back-deck time during "cable par
ties," with assistance from H elpers EARL RICHMOND, 
SCOTT SCHILLING, and GREG FoRSCHEN. 

While living conditions aboard the Geo IV are quite 
cramped, Cook ToM (PToMArNE ToM) KINCAID keeps 
everyone loose with his cooking and good humor. Food is 
brought to TOM by our supply boat, the Western Geophys
ical V, and its crew of HARLAND P. (Buzzy) DODGE and 
RAY KING. Party Manager JIM BENTON and Deadhorse 
Assistant Party Manager DEVEN W EST supply the other 
essentials. 

So goes another season with Party 199 in Prudhoe Bay, 
Alaska. 
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PARTY V-22-MIDLAND, TEXAS ... 

MARK WHITMAN, Reporter 
RICHARD KELLER and MARK WHITMAN, Photographers 

Party V-2 2 , based in Mid land , Texas, has not reported 
in the PROFILE for a long time; so under much pressure 
from our supe rvi sors and crew members we are compelled 
to take the readers of thi s fine magazine back over our past 
year of exi stence on the "doodlebug trail. " Thus Party 
V-22 returns to August 1978 to a celebration of our first 
1200-plus-mile yea r of production. We had a lavish luau
style dinner, complete with a waterfall and all of the mai 
tais that one could drink , all arranged by our premier 
permit agent , SHARLE NE GooDWI N. Among our guests 
were Vice President BEN LANGSTO N and Supervisor J . 0 . 
(JIM) GooDGAM E, and special guests Margaret Sturgis 
and Margaret Rikli , the latter arriv ing in a very strange 
manner. Awards we re give n and small but long-winded 
speeches were made by J1M GooDGAM E. Tn turn , JIM was 
given an award for hi s knowledge in giving th ose small but 
Jong-winded speeches . A good tim e was experienced by all , 
and those who cou ld not remember were later given a 
detailed account of the evenin g. There was a toast at the 
end of the luau to the harmony that prevailed and to a 
future that looks bright. 

The area in which Party V-22 is assigned poses few 
hardships for th e crew (a stray rattlesnake may interrupt 
the crew now and then ); so Chief Observer R1CHARD 
KELLER and Observer JERRY MORGAN can concentrate on 
our main goa l, production in connection with the highest
quality records in the Southwest. To achieve this goal, 
RICHARD and J ERRY employ the help of lovable and very 
resourceful Cable Pusher JERRY KENDRICK. J ERRY, along 
with Cable-truck Drivers STEVE RAINS , BOBBY RIVAS, and 
K EN HATCH , makes our trail smooth . 

Vibrating duties are handled by Vibrator Mechanic 
DALE PHILLIPS, with assistance from Vibrator Operators 
PABLO ME NDEZ, R AMON RIVAS, R ANDY NORRIS, ROBERT 
SMYZENSKI, and JOHN STEWART. DAL~ has had the tough 

Party Manager Mark Whitman and his high school classmate, Diane 
Vizina, were married on December 29 in Indian River, Michigan. 
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Above-Party V-22 Vibrator Operator Ramon Rivas checks 
out his rig . Below- Vibrator Operators Marty Torre:i: (from 
the left), Robert Smyzenski, and Pablo Mendez take a break. 

\ : Among the Party V-22 members at
tending the crew's Safety meeting 
in west Texas are (back row, from 
the left) Helpers Steve Butts and 
Arturo Castillo, Cable-truck Drivers 
Ken Hatch and Jerry Tomlinson, 
Helpers Otho Burton, Mark Lang
ley, and (front row, from the left) 
Dick Miller, Cable-Truck Driver Steve 
Rains , Helper Charles Strauch, Cable 
Pusher Jerry Kendrick, and Helpers 
Alex Dawson and Lorenzo Lopez. 

job of keeping the vibrators caught up with our fast-paced 
survey crew, headed by Chief Surveyor ERrc KEUL. (ERIC 
is a you ng, good-looking bachelor for all of the female jug
gies' information.) Helping ERIC are Surveyor DANNY 
CARPENTER and Helpers CLAY DOBITAS and IRIENEO 
MEDINA. 

Sometimes it is very hard to see who is underneath all 
of the cable that is to be repaired, but rest assured that it 
is Cable Mechanic KEVIN WHITMAN hard at work. Trying 
to keep ahead of Party V-22 are Permit Agents SHARLENE 
GOODWIN and BUDDY LYNN , who m ay h ave the hardest 
job of all as they permit the friendly farmers and ranchers 
of the south plains. 

With Winter 1978 fast approaching, Party V-22's driv
ers armed themselves with antifreeze and new gloves 
to keep warm. Helpers STEVE BUTTS, MARK LANGLEY, 
MONTE LANGLEY, and BRUCE SKAGGS were seen at the 
clothing stores buying up all of the thermal underwear to 
keep away the winter winds. Winter came early for the 
south plains , and December brought cold winds and low 
temperatures. For some Christmas was not coming soon 
enough, but for most it was a welcome relief just around 
the corner. Everyone was struggling and trying to get in 
that last mile before break. 

Christmas was a joyous time for all, with the crew mem
bers scatteri ng to all parts of the United States to be with 
their loved ones . A special celebration was held by Party 
Manager MARK WHITMAN on December 29 when he 
married hi s high school classmate, DIANE VIZINA, in Indian 
River, Michigan. They almost spent their wedding night in 
their car stuck in the foot of snow that fell during the 
wedding reception. The couple enjoyed a honeymoon in 
Hawaii before returning to Texas to join Party V-22 , still 
shaking out the miles in Lubbock, Texas. 

BUDDY LYNN went to Party V-8, and we started a 
program in which we trained several people at various 
levels in January. Spring arrived with the addition of RoD 
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Party 199 Helper Greg Forschen (from the left), Cook Tom Kincaid, 
and Assistant Observer Scott Schilling discuss life in the Western 
Geophysical /V's recreation room, also known as the galley. 

Party 199's co-ordinator, Doug Ballard, writes daily logs at his 
desk aboard the Weste rn Geophysical IV in the Beaufort Sea . His 
"desk" serves two purposes-it is also known as the galley table. 

199 M ari ne Mechanic MARIO (KoNK) LISTER nightmares 
thinking about mud being sucked up into the Jacuzzi jets 
that power the ship. 

Wind is another condition that makes the men who have 
to work on deck shudder when the temperature drops 
below freezing. Leading this hardy crew are Party 199's 
gunners, G. S. (POOLEY) JON ES and DouG (HORNET) 
OWENS. Our observers, GEORGE BOWMAN and STEVE 
BROWN, also get their back-deck time during "cable par
ties," with assistance from H elpers EARL RICHMOND, 
SCOTT SCHILLING, and GREG FoRSCHEN. 

While living conditions aboard the Geo IV are quite 
cramped, Cook ToM (PToMArNE ToM) KINCAID keeps 
everyone loose with his cooking and good humor. Food is 
brought to TOM by our supply boat, the Western Geophys
ical V, and its crew of HARLAND P. (Buzzy) DODGE and 
RAY KING. Party Manager JIM BENTON and Deadhorse 
Assistant Party Manager DEVEN W EST supply the other 
essentials. 

So goes another season with Party 199 in Prudhoe Bay, 
Alaska. 
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PARTY V-22-MIDLAND, TEXAS ... 

MARK WHITMAN, Reporter 
RICHARD KELLER and MARK WHITMAN, Photographers 
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were Vice President BEN LANGSTO N and Supervisor J . 0 . 
(JIM) GooDGAM E, and special guests Margaret Sturgis 
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Party Manager Mark Whitman and his high school classmate, Diane 
Vizina, were married on December 29 in Indian River, Michigan. 
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Above-Party V-22 Vibrator Operator Ramon Rivas checks 
out his rig . Below- Vibrator Operators Marty Torre:i: (from 
the left), Robert Smyzenski, and Pablo Mendez take a break. 
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Dick Miller, Cable-Truck Driver Steve 
Rains , Helper Charles Strauch, Cable 
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Alex Dawson and Lorenzo Lopez. 
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Party V-22 Cable-truck Driver Steven Rains (from the left) and 
Helpers Steve Butts and Steve Carpentier discuss their next meal . 

MAYBERRY as another permit agent , and the continuous 
shaking of miles and mil es and miles kept Field Clerk 
BECKY PHl LLJPS very busy. 

Rumors were flying in April abo ut P arty V-22's leavi ng 
our home of a lmost two yea rs . There were some happy 
persons and some sad persons when they found out that 
we were going to Seminole, Texas, quite a drastic change 
from Midl and . Also in April we were blessed with the 
addition of our very own hum an computer in the form of 
NEIL LYNCH, ou r new assis tan t observer. BECKY and D ALE 
P1-11LLlPS left us after very long service to return to Arkan
sas, and we acquired the services of CARROLL B ARHAM to 

replace D ALE. 
Promotions we re given to Helpers MARTY TORREZ, 

BRUCE SKAGGS, and STEVE CARPENTIER to vibrator oper
ator 2 / c and also to H elpers JERRY TOMLINSON and 
MONTE LANGLEY to cable-truck driver. Summer is upon 
us now and we are st ill in Seminole, but there is hope that 
we shall be in Big Spring, Texas , soon. 

With th e co min g of August again , we lost some of our 
very special people to a new crew that is starting up in 
Midland und er the direction of P arty Manager MrKE 
BRYANT. Moving to the new crew, P arty V-39 , and getting 
his very first recording truck is JERRY MORGA N. (SIPPY, 
we wish you all the best of luck.) Also m aking the move 
are Vibrator Operators RA NDY NORRI S and JOHN STEW
ART , Cable-truck Driver STEVE FISHER, and Cable Me
chanic KEVIN W 111T MAN, along with H elper FRANCISCO 

DELGADO. 
WILBERT P1-11LLJP was promoted to cable repairman for 

Party V -22 and H elper OTHO BURTON to vibrator operator. 
Fall is coming once again, and Supervisor JIM GooD

GAME is making plans for another celebration for Party 
V-22's second 1200-plus-mile year. 

In closing we wi sh the best of luck and Merry Christmas 
and Happy New Year to Westerners eve rywhere. If you 
should ever visit th e sou th plains, just look for pin flags 
because Party V -22 will be shaking and shaking and shak
ing around there somewhere. 
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Cable Mechanic Wilbert Phillip starts work on Party V-22's cables. 

. .<l;J 

Field Supervisor Mark Hudson (left) and Party V-22 Assistant Ob
server Neil Lynch take a break while working on the instruments. 

Discussing mechanics with newly-acquired Vibrator Mechanic Car
roll Barham (right) is Party V-22 Cable Pusher Je rry Kend rick. 

down Western' s line 

for 30 years 
F JVE YEARS AGO, Western welcomed three men to its 

25-Year Service Club. Today those same three men 
-Dalton Taylor, Carl Savit , and Neal Cramer, all of 
Houston-are sti ll dedicated to Western and have joined 
the exclusive ;30-Year Club. 

Since the PROFILE last chatted with Field Supervisor 
Dalton Taylor, he has continued his professional travels. 
Five years ago Dalton was responsible to both Ben B. 
Thigpen and Ben L. Langston as he worked in Texas 
and out-of-state training field crews in the use of our 
computers and systems diagnostic programs. Today, while 
answering to only Ben Langston , Dalton's duties are very 
much the same. He is gone al l week working with Parties 
V-1, V-3, V-4, and V-52 in southern Texas and Party 
V-2 in Kansas but is home in Sugarland, Texas, on the 
weekends . 

Dalton became a Westerner on August 24, 1949, in 

Field Supervisor Dalton Taylor (center) is receiving his 30-Year 
Service Pin from Vice President Ben L. Langston while Supervisor 
Roscoe Sullivan looks on . Dalton joined Western August 24, 1949. 
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Woodville, Mississippi. Hired as a helper on Party 2 1, he 
soon became an expert at most of the surveyor and ob
server positions before being named field supervisor on 
May 1, 1971. During that time he traveled to at least 16 
states and several foreign countries. lllustrating what a 
small (Western) world it is , Dalton and wife Hazel saw 
Dalton's first party chief, C. Q . (Quin) Williams and wife 
Billie, for the first time in more than 20 years, in Algeria, 
in 1973. (Quin is now a supervisor, based in London.) 

One of the hi ghlights of this Westerner's career has been 
to help start up operations in difficult areas. A s an observer 
he was with the first group to go "down under" to initiate 
Party 96 land operations in Western Australia in 1964; in 
1971 , as a chief observer, he was with the first Westerners 
who began our work in Algeria with Party 53; and later 
that same year, as a field supervisor, he led the new Party 
56 from Oran, Alr!eria, to M~uritania for a new operation. 

Born in Olla, Mississippi, D alton is married to Hazel , 
who was actually a Westerner before he was. When work
ing on a crew in West Point, Mississippi , Dalton met the 
daughter of Driller Joe Thomas (later a permit agent and 
now retired) and shortly thereafter married her. The couple 
has a son, R andy, who loves music and is in a small rock 
group that plays different clubs in Houston. He is also in 
the process of obtaining his real estate licenses . 

When Dalton has any free time he enjoys gardening. He 
also likes football , baseball , fishing , and hunting but never 
has time to participate. Hazel 's favorite activities are all 
handicrafts: crocheting, macrame, decoupage, and plaster 
works. She travels with Dalton upon occasion and finds 
that she can take most of her handiwork projects with her 
on trips. 

Dalton was honored at a luncheon on August 24 at the 
La Hacienda de los Morales Restaurant in Houston. Those 
helping Dalton celebrate his 30 years of service were Senior 
Vice President Neal P. Cramer, Vice Presidents Ben L. 
Langston and V. C. (Vic) Boyd, Supervisors Roscoe 
Sullivan and Joe Walker, and Instrument Supervisor Joe 
L. Davis. 

Several important events have taken (or shortly are to 
take) place in the li fe of Senior Vice President-Technology 
Carl H. Savit. who, although hired in July 1948, received 
his 30-Year Service Pin last September due to a 14-month 
leave of absence in 1970 and 1971. One of these events 
concerns dauQ:hter Debbie and her husband , Andrew Pearl
man , who ar~ go ing to present Carl and wife Sandra with 
their second grandchild in February. Their first grandchild, 
Joshua , 6, is the son of Mark, who is a partner in the law 
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firm of Cotten , Day, and Doyle in Washington, D. C. Carl 
and Sandra's third child, Judi , is a second-year student at 
the graduate school of management at the University of 
California at Los Angeles. 

On the business side. Carl has continued as a recognized 
spokesman for his profession and at this writing is sched
uled to be honored for his outstanding contributions to the 
industry during the past five years with the Society of 
Exploration Geophysicists' (SEG) Virgil Kauffman Gold 
Medal Award and the Marine Technical Society's Compass 
Distinguished Achievement Award. 

Born in New York City, Carl received his bachelor's 
degree (with honors) in math and physics from California 
Institute of Technology in Pasadena, California, and re
ceived his master's in math from the same school the next 
year. Three years of additional graduate work in advanced 

math followed , broken by service for the United States Air 
Force as project officer in resea rch in upper atmosphere 
physics at Wright Field in Ohio and at Alamogordo, New 
Mexico. 

This dedicated Westerner's career began when he was 
hired as a mathematician by the general office in Los 
Angeles . Afte r a short time in the Cuyama Valley in Cali
fornia with a Western crew to gain field experience, Carl 
returned to the head office, where he has remained ever 
since. He was promoted to chief mathematician of the 
mathematical research department in 1952; made direc
tor of systems research in 1961; and promoted to vice 
president-systems research and development in mid-summer 
1965. Two years later he moved from the Los Angeles to 
the Houston office and in 1970 took a leave of absence to 
serve as ass istant to the science adviser of the President of 
the United States. On his return to Houston Carl was 
named senior vice president-technology and is now respon-
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sible for the co-ordination and direction of the technical 
activities of Western and its associated organizations. 

Carl has always been active in the geophysical industry, 
not just Western, almost from the day he was hired. He is 
the author of numerous publications, dating from 1950 to 
the present and was, in fact, named "Classic Author of 
Geophys;cs" by the SEO in 1960. He has held many 
offices, including president of the SEO and of the Inter
national Association of Geophysical Contractors, and, be
cause of his scientific and industry expertise, has been 
called upon to testify before committees of the Congress 
and to serve as a member of a variety of United States 
government panels, boards , and committees. 

Sandra freque ntly travels with Carl, taking an active part 
in polit ical and government relations for Western and the 
industry. 

Senior Vice President Neal P. Cramer (third From the 
left} and Senior Vice President-Technology Carl H. Savit 
(second from the right} celebrated their 30th anniversa
ries with Western last October 2. Chairman of the Board 
Booth B. Strange (far left) presented the men with their 
30-Year Service Pins and was the host of a luncheon in 
their honor at the William Tell Restaurant in Houston . 
Also attending the lunch were President Howard Ding
man (between Neal and Carl) and Vice Presidents John 
Russell (second from the left} and John Laker (right) . 

Senior Vice P resident Neal P. Cramer, Sr., has had 
many interesti ng job experiences in his 30 years of service 
with the Company, but one of the highlights of his career 
would have to be his trip to China last January, where, 
with R esearch Data Processing Manager Dr. I -Chi Hsu, 
he covered more than 13,000 kilometers (about 8,060 
rn;/es) in the western provinces. T hat trip to China, though, 
was just the latest in a career-long series of trips that have 
taken him everywhere that Western has worked and made 
of him a true world traveler. 

His 30-year career with the Company began with Party 
38 in E lk City, Oklahoma, on September 26, 1949. For 
several years thereafter this Western veteran was based 
strictly in the United States, working in such places as 
Mississippi, Louisiana, Oklahoma, Colorado, Wyoming, 
and Texas. Duri ng this time Neal rose through the ranks 
from chief computer to party chief and assistant supervisor. 
Made a full superviso r in the Mid-Continent division, he 

WESTERN PROF ILE 

moved to Galveston, Texas, with our second Gulf Coast 
marine crew, then to Lafayette, Louisiana, and later to 
Shreveport, Louisiana, in 1957. 

Shortly thereafter Neal went with Western's first marine 
venture in the Eastern Hemisphere, to Iran, and ever since 
has been involved with faraway places. Today he is in 
charge of Eastern Hemisphere land and special marine 
operations , as well as Alaskan operations. 

It was in May 1965 that , with the Company's operations 
growing ever larger, Neal and two others were promoted to 
vice president. Tn Ju ne 1971 this Western veteran became 
a senior vice president. Neal is actively involved in all 
Eastern Hem isphere operations. England, Italy, Algeria, 
Egypt, Saudi Arabia, Australia, Japan, Singapore, and 
many other countries have often been included in a single 
itinerary. 

Neal was born in Sabetha, Kansas , and was graduated 
from Kansas Un iversity, in Lawrence, with a bachelor's 
degree in geology. He also was elected to Phi Beta Kappa. 

down Western' s line 

While at KU he was a member of the football squad, on 
which he says he played "mediocre football." He is an 
all-around sports fan now, with golf his favorite interest. 
Prior to completing his education, however, Neal served in 
the United States Navy in World War JI , attaining the 
rank of ensign . 

Neal and wife Florence, whom he met while working 
for Western in McComb, Mississippi , have three children: 
Neal , Jr ., who is a party manager with Western's opera
tions in Alaska; Nancy; and Liz. 

In celebration of both his and Carl Savit's 30th anni
versaries, a luncheon was held at William Tell Restaurant 
in Houston. Attending were, in addition to Neal and 
Carl, Chairman of the Board Booth B. Strange, President 
Howard Dingman, and Vice Presidents John Russell and 
John Laker. 

The PROFILE is pleased to congratulate Dalton, Carl, 
and Neal on reaching the momentous milestone of 30 years 
of Western service. 

for 25 years 
THREE HousTON-BASED Westerners-Carl W. Scott, Det

mar F. tomDieck, and Hillman Southwick-and one 
working in Italy-Goffredo Zambell i-have become the 
newest members of Western's unofficial 25-Year Club . 

Digital Eq uipment E ngi neer Carl W. Scott, also known 
as Scotty, was the firs t of the Houston men to join the 
Company. H ired as a jug hustler in H ays, Kansas, on July 
12, 1954, Scotty quickly found out what it meant to be 
a "doodlebugger" fo r shortly thereafter he found himself 
in Mississippi and not long after that, in Port Arthur, 
Texas, wi th marine Party 72. That, of course, was only 
the beginning. He went to Maracaibo, Venezuela, in 1955 
on one of Western's first fo reign water crews, Party 73, 
and from there it was on to Trinidad and back to the 
Gulf Coast. 

"We went back down to G rand Turk Island on the 
supply boat to meet Party 73," relates Scotty of one of his 
most interesting job experiences. "After fi nishing the job 
and head ing back to the U. S., the supply boat ran aground 
off Cuba and had to be towed th e last 100 miles to Key 
West by a U. S. Coast Guard cutter." 

Back in the States Scotty soon joined Party 52 and in 
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Digital Equipment Eng ineer Carl W. Scott (right) receives his 25-
Year Service Pin and t rad itional handshake from his boss, Vice 
President-Data Processing Operations J. B. (Jimmy} Jordan. Carl 
joined Western July 12, 1954, as a jug hu stler in Hays, Kansa s. 



~ 

firm of Cotten , Day, and Doyle in Washington, D. C. Carl 
and Sandra's third child, Judi , is a second-year student at 
the graduate school of management at the University of 
California at Los Angeles. 

On the business side. Carl has continued as a recognized 
spokesman for his profession and at this writing is sched
uled to be honored for his outstanding contributions to the 
industry during the past five years with the Society of 
Exploration Geophysicists' (SEG) Virgil Kauffman Gold 
Medal Award and the Marine Technical Society's Compass 
Distinguished Achievement Award. 

Born in New York City, Carl received his bachelor's 
degree (with honors) in math and physics from California 
Institute of Technology in Pasadena, California, and re
ceived his master's in math from the same school the next 
year. Three years of additional graduate work in advanced 

math followed , broken by service for the United States Air 
Force as project officer in resea rch in upper atmosphere 
physics at Wright Field in Ohio and at Alamogordo, New 
Mexico. 

This dedicated Westerner's career began when he was 
hired as a mathematician by the general office in Los 
Angeles . Afte r a short time in the Cuyama Valley in Cali
fornia with a Western crew to gain field experience, Carl 
returned to the head office, where he has remained ever 
since. He was promoted to chief mathematician of the 
mathematical research department in 1952; made direc
tor of systems research in 1961; and promoted to vice 
president-systems research and development in mid-summer 
1965. Two years later he moved from the Los Angeles to 
the Houston office and in 1970 took a leave of absence to 
serve as ass istant to the science adviser of the President of 
the United States. On his return to Houston Carl was 
named senior vice president-technology and is now respon-
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sible for the co-ordination and direction of the technical 
activities of Western and its associated organizations. 

Carl has always been active in the geophysical industry, 
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Senior Vice President Neal P. Cramer (third From the 
left} and Senior Vice President-Technology Carl H. Savit 
(second from the right} celebrated their 30th anniversa
ries with Western last October 2. Chairman of the Board 
Booth B. Strange (far left) presented the men with their 
30-Year Service Pins and was the host of a luncheon in 
their honor at the William Tell Restaurant in Houston . 
Also attending the lunch were President Howard Ding
man (between Neal and Carl) and Vice Presidents John 
Russell (second from the left} and John Laker (right) . 

Senior Vice P resident Neal P. Cramer, Sr., has had 
many interesti ng job experiences in his 30 years of service 
with the Company, but one of the highlights of his career 
would have to be his trip to China last January, where, 
with R esearch Data Processing Manager Dr. I -Chi Hsu, 
he covered more than 13,000 kilometers (about 8,060 
rn;/es) in the western provinces. T hat trip to China, though, 
was just the latest in a career-long series of trips that have 
taken him everywhere that Western has worked and made 
of him a true world traveler. 

His 30-year career with the Company began with Party 
38 in E lk City, Oklahoma, on September 26, 1949. For 
several years thereafter this Western veteran was based 
strictly in the United States, working in such places as 
Mississippi, Louisiana, Oklahoma, Colorado, Wyoming, 
and Texas. Duri ng this time Neal rose through the ranks 
from chief computer to party chief and assistant supervisor. 
Made a full superviso r in the Mid-Continent division, he 
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moved to Galveston, Texas, with our second Gulf Coast 
marine crew, then to Lafayette, Louisiana, and later to 
Shreveport, Louisiana, in 1957. 

Shortly thereafter Neal went with Western's first marine 
venture in the Eastern Hemisphere, to Iran, and ever since 
has been involved with faraway places. Today he is in 
charge of Eastern Hemisphere land and special marine 
operations , as well as Alaskan operations. 

It was in May 1965 that , with the Company's operations 
growing ever larger, Neal and two others were promoted to 
vice president. Tn Ju ne 1971 this Western veteran became 
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Eastern Hem isphere operations. England, Italy, Algeria, 
Egypt, Saudi Arabia, Australia, Japan, Singapore, and 
many other countries have often been included in a single 
itinerary. 

Neal was born in Sabetha, Kansas , and was graduated 
from Kansas Un iversity, in Lawrence, with a bachelor's 
degree in geology. He also was elected to Phi Beta Kappa. 

down Western' s line 

While at KU he was a member of the football squad, on 
which he says he played "mediocre football." He is an 
all-around sports fan now, with golf his favorite interest. 
Prior to completing his education, however, Neal served in 
the United States Navy in World War JI , attaining the 
rank of ensign . 

Neal and wife Florence, whom he met while working 
for Western in McComb, Mississippi , have three children: 
Neal , Jr ., who is a party manager with Western's opera
tions in Alaska; Nancy; and Liz. 

In celebration of both his and Carl Savit's 30th anni
versaries, a luncheon was held at William Tell Restaurant 
in Houston. Attending were, in addition to Neal and 
Carl, Chairman of the Board Booth B. Strange, President 
Howard Dingman, and Vice Presidents John Russell and 
John Laker. 

The PROFILE is pleased to congratulate Dalton, Carl, 
and Neal on reaching the momentous milestone of 30 years 
of Western service. 

for 25 years 
THREE HousTON-BASED Westerners-Carl W. Scott, Det

mar F. tomDieck, and Hillman Southwick-and one 
working in Italy-Goffredo Zambell i-have become the 
newest members of Western's unofficial 25-Year Club . 

Digital Eq uipment E ngi neer Carl W. Scott, also known 
as Scotty, was the firs t of the Houston men to join the 
Company. H ired as a jug hustler in H ays, Kansas, on July 
12, 1954, Scotty quickly found out what it meant to be 
a "doodlebugger" fo r shortly thereafter he found himself 
in Mississippi and not long after that, in Port Arthur, 
Texas, wi th marine Party 72. That, of course, was only 
the beginning. He went to Maracaibo, Venezuela, in 1955 
on one of Western's first fo reign water crews, Party 73, 
and from there it was on to Trinidad and back to the 
Gulf Coast. 

"We went back down to G rand Turk Island on the 
supply boat to meet Party 73," relates Scotty of one of his 
most interesting job experiences. "After fi nishing the job 
and head ing back to the U. S., the supply boat ran aground 
off Cuba and had to be towed th e last 100 miles to Key 
West by a U. S. Coast Guard cutter." 

Back in the States Scotty soon joined Party 52 and in 
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Digital Equipment Eng ineer Carl W. Scott (right) receives his 25-
Year Service Pin and t rad itional handshake from his boss, Vice 
President-Data Processing Operations J. B. (Jimmy} Jordan. Carl 
joined Western July 12, 1954, as a jug hu stler in Hays, Kansa s. 



the next 10 years, working as a technician, assistant 
observer, and observer, traveled extensively throughout 
the southeastern United States. This dedicated Westerner 
moved to Fort Worth , Texas, in 1966 to help in the 
correlator office, moving with that office to Houston and 
then working in playback there . Scotty moved from play
back to instrumentation and field services two years lat
er, remaining for three years while traveling to Alaska, 
Canada, Mexico, Puerto R ico, Michigan, and the Gulf 
Coast from Aransas Pass , Texas , to Gulfport, Mississippi. 
Scotty, by now a digital equi pment engineer, returned to 
playback in August 1974 and has remained there ever 
since . 

"He is the man responsible for keeping the wheels 
turning on all of the playback equipment," says Playback 
Office Supervisor T . W. Eubanks. 

It was when Scotty first started doodlebugging for 
Western that he met his fu ture wife, Geneva Warren, in 
Mount Olive, Mississippi. They were married on April 20, 
1956, and have two children: Vicki Lynn , who is living 
in Palestine, Texas, and Stanley W., 16, who is a sopho
more at Spring Branch High School in Houston. Geneva's 
activities include the PTA and her church, the Brook 
Hollow Church of Christ, where her husband is a deacon. 
When Scotty can fi nd the time, he also enjoys playing 
softball and doing stained glass work. 

Th commemoration of his anniversary, Scotty, along with 
Detmar tomDieck, who also was celebrating h is 25 th 
anniversary with the Company, was honored at a luncheon 
at Bud Bigelow's Restaurant hosted by Vice President
D ata Processing Operations J . B . (Jimmy) Jordan. 

Geophysical Analyst Detmar F. tomDieck became a 
Westerner on July 26 , 1954, working on P arty 75 in 
Galveston, Texas, as an assistant computer for his current 
boss, then-Party Chief Jim my Jordan. Jimmy, of course, 
has not been his boss fo r the full 25 years . In-between 
Galveston of 25 years ago and Houston today, "Tom" 
moved to Louisiana , where, from 1955 to 1970, he served 
crews in New Orleans and Shreveport as a computer, 
senior computer, ch ief computer, and seismologist, spend
ing the most time wi th P arty R-1 in New Orl eans. Then, 
following a three-month stint in Sydney, Australi a, Tom 
transferred to the Houston digital center, where he has 
remained to this day, a mai nstay in the velocity department. 

Born in Nordenham, Germany, Tom attended Technishe 
Universitaet in Hannover, studying mechanical engineer
ing. A veteran of the German Army and N avy during 
World War TI , he spent a year in a voluntary mine
sweeping service in Norway with the former German 
Navy after the war. 

"There were num erous short-term jobs and periods of 
unemployment fo r me in postwar Germ any," Tom said. 
"I took a job as an assistant engineer with the German 
merch ant marine, making voyages to South America, the 
Caribbean, and the Gulf Coast, and all of this helped me 
and my family to make the decision to immigrate ." 

Tom, wife Anneliese, whom he married in 1944, and 
daughter Anke came to the United States in 1953 , the 
year before Tom joined Western. The famil y members all 
became naturalized citizens in 1959. 
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When Tom has any free time, he enjoys building models 
of sailing ships. He spent fiv e years completing a model of 
the three-masted bark once owned and operated by his 
grandfather in Elsfleth , Germany. Anneliese is a home
maker and numbers among her interests houseplants , sew
ing, and needlecraft. Their daughter, Anke, who worked 
for Western one summer about 10 years ago in New 
Orleans, is now married and is educational co-ordinator 

Geophysical Analyst Detmar F. (Tom) tomDieck (right) is receiving 
his 25-Year Service Pin and congratulatory letter from Chairman 
of the Board Booth B. Strange via Vice President-Data Processing 
Operations J . B. (Jimmy) Jordan, his first (and current) boss. 

on the staff of the Parrish Art Museum , Southhampton, 
New York. 

Physical Planning Supervisor Hillman (Bubba) South
wick , the last of Houston's three 25-Year men to join 
the Company in the previous quarter, came to work on 
August 12, 19 54 , as a computer for Party 77 in Shreve
port, Louisiana, and has seen many changes in his 25 
Western years. 

" After working in Shreveport about a year," said Bubba, 
"I went to a land crew in Mississippi briefly, then on to 
Party 75 in Lafayette, Louisiana, under Party Chief Jimmy 
Jordan. 

"After a stint there," he continued, "I went to Galves
ton and became involved in Western's first Reynolds 
plotting operation and then on to New Orleans in the 
same-type operation. I was in New Orleans when the 
transition to magnetic tape playback was made. I later 
transferred back to Shreveport, still involved in playback. 
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"In the ensuing years I became more involved in si te 
planning and preparation for the installation of playback, 

Physical Planning Supervisor Hillman Southwick (left) chats with 
Senior Vice President-Technology Carl H. Savit after receiving 
his 25-Year Service Pin . "Bubba" joined Western August 12, 1954. 

stacking, reprographic, and computer equipment, both 
domesticall y and abroad. 

"This is largely what T am still involved in. I trans~ 
ferred my 'base' from Shreveport to H ouston in October 
1968 and have been here ever since," Bubba concluded . 

Bubba 's base is Houston, but he spends a large amount 
of his time in other places, such as one six-month trip that 
took him from Europe to the Middle East to Africa, 
Austral ia, and Singapore installing plotting equipment on 
survey vessels. He has , he says, worked for Western on 
all continents except Antarctica . 

Born in Greenwood, Louisiana, Bubba is a graduate of 
Centenary College in Shreveport, receiving a bachelor's 
degree in geology. He joined the United States Am1y 
following his graduation from school, attaining the rank of 
corporal and spending 16 months in the finance corps in 
Pusan, Korea. 

This dedicated Westerner first met wife Juliet, a native 
of Adelaide , South Australia, in Perth , Western Australia, 
in 1972, when he was there preparing the site for the 
Perth data processing center. They currently are making 
their home in Houston, where Bubba, when he is not 
making one of his frequent business trips out of state, 
enjoys gardening. 

Bubba and wife Juliet, along with Senior Vice President-
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Technology Carl H . Savit, celebrated the 25-Year mile
stone with lunch at La H acienda de los Morales Restaurant 
in Houston. 

Goffredo Zambelli , who recently became a member of 
Western 's 25-Year Club , is the chief electronic technician 
of Western Ricerche Geofisiche, our Italian division. Gof
fredo originall y joined Ricerche as a surveyor. E lectronics 
being his true vocation, however, he kept studying and 
experimenting with all types of elect ric and electronic 
instruments upon which he could lay his hands. A brilliant 
mind helped Goffredo to reach very soon his present level 
of competence, which has earned him the position of 
instrument supervisor. Goffredo spends much of his time 
on the crews assuring ourselves and our clients that all of 
the instruments are within specifications. 

He makes his home in ForH wth wife Bruna and their 
two sons, Massimo and Stefano, both successful students 
at the renowned Bologna University. Massimo is in his 
last year of medicine, and Stefano is one year away from 
his engineering degree. 

Those of us who have had the privi lege of working with 
Goffredo Zambelli and appreciate his talents-and they are 

Western Rice rche Geofisiche Instrument Supervisor Goffredo Zam• 
bell i (right) talks with Western Ricerche Geofisiche Mana ging 
Director Tom Maroney after receiving his 25-Year Se rvice Pin. 

legion- would certainly say about his sons, "What would 
you expect from the offsprings of one of Westem's most 
gifted assets and his beloved wife, Bruna?" 

Congratul ations to Carl , Detmar, Hi llman , and Gof
fredo on achieving 25 years of dedicated service to the 
Company. 
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D ata Processing Operations J . B . (Jimmy) Jordan. 
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Westerner on July 26 , 1954, working on P arty 75 in 
Galveston, Texas, as an assistant computer for his current 
boss, then-Party Chief Jim my Jordan. Jimmy, of course, 
has not been his boss fo r the full 25 years . In-between 
Galveston of 25 years ago and Houston today, "Tom" 
moved to Louisiana , where, from 1955 to 1970, he served 
crews in New Orleans and Shreveport as a computer, 
senior computer, ch ief computer, and seismologist, spend
ing the most time wi th P arty R-1 in New Orl eans. Then, 
following a three-month stint in Sydney, Australi a, Tom 
transferred to the Houston digital center, where he has 
remained to this day, a mai nstay in the velocity department. 

Born in Nordenham, Germany, Tom attended Technishe 
Universitaet in Hannover, studying mechanical engineer
ing. A veteran of the German Army and N avy during 
World War TI , he spent a year in a voluntary mine
sweeping service in Norway with the former German 
Navy after the war. 

"There were num erous short-term jobs and periods of 
unemployment fo r me in postwar Germ any," Tom said. 
"I took a job as an assistant engineer with the German 
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Orleans, is now married and is educational co-ordinator 
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" After working in Shreveport about a year," said Bubba, 
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degree in geology. He joined the United States Am1y 
following his graduation from school, attaining the rank of 
corporal and spending 16 months in the finance corps in 
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in 1972, when he was there preparing the site for the 
Perth data processing center. They currently are making 
their home in Houston, where Bubba, when he is not 
making one of his frequent business trips out of state, 
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of competence, which has earned him the position of 
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last year of medicine, and Stefano is one year away from 
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Those of us who have had the privi lege of working with 
Goffredo Zambelli and appreciate his talents-and they are 
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"A Typical Day in the Country" as related by Margaret 
Hale Alexander a year after her retirement from Western and 
marriage to Warren A lexander, who had previously retired 
and built a home in the "Blue Bonnet" country equidistant 
from Bellville, Brenham , Columbus, and La Grange, Texas. 
- Ed. 

THIS IS MY ANSWER to the many who have asked, "What do 
you do in the country all day?" Without benefit of an alarm 
our day usually begins about 6: 30 A.M. with a hearty break
fast while through the glass doors opening on to the patio we 
enjoy the beauties of the back yard. The oak, cedar, and 
yaupon woods form the background, with azaleas, a young 
dogwood tree, day lilies, daisies, marigolds, zinnias, chrysan
themums, and nasturtiums on the terrace above the lawn. 
Beautiful cardinals and other birds fr equent the bird feeder 
and bird bath, fl ying back and forth to the large oak trees 
near the house or a large yaupon holly bush near the path to 
the garden beyond the woods. Two or three rabbits are always 
around early, playing along the path between the woods on 
either side. There is usually a squirrel checking for seeds under 
the bird feeder, which has a guard to keep him from direct 
access to the feeder. Although this is not a typical scene, very 
early one morning a yo ung deer was exploring the back yard, 
and we have a picture to prove it! 

We take a few minutes after breakfast to enjoy the beauty 
of our rose garden, a project that we started early this year 
and will expand to include other colors and special varieties 
that come to our attention. We are members of the rose society 
of Houston and hope to find time to attend some meetings 
this fall. 

There is always something to be gathered from the garden; 
so I take care of that before the clay gets too hot. This has 
been an ideal season for gardening, and we have filled two 

freezers with a great variety of vegetables and berries while 
enjoying a feast from the garden every clay. I have also made 
grape and berry jelly and canned pickles, beets, and tomatoes. 

Somehow those breakfast dishes do not get washed while I 
am in the garden; so that is the next item on the agenda. 
Processi ng the vegetables for the freezer or for cooking usually 
takes priority over other routine housekeeping duties, but they, 
too , must be accomplished; so there is no problem keeping 
busy around here. 

I use the cooler evening hours to work with the flowers or 
help with the watering duri ng the dry summ er months. We are 
trying to get some fruit trees established and have a number 
of young pecan and walnut trees that need help during the dry 
periods, as do the flowers and garden plants. 

Winter days are just as busy although less time is spent 
outside. During a severe ice storm last win ter we learned what 
life was like in pioneer days. Since all of the appliances, in
cluding the fan for the hea ting system , are electric and power 
lines were down for two days, we had to depend upon candles 
and one kerosene lamp for light , and the fireplace was our 
only source of heat for cooking, as well as keep in g warm. 

We drive about 25 miles to Bellville for church services and 
do most of our grocery shopping there although there is a 
typical country store in our nearest village, Industry, where 
we get our mail. 

We are fortunate to have much of historic and cultural inter
est in the immediate vicinity. Excellent musical and theatrical 
performances are presented at the University of Texas Wine
dale Historical Center, which is located just 12 miles from us 
near Round Top , a vi ll age where much early Texas history is 
preserved . Also in th is vicinity is the Festival Hill International 
Music Center, where a series of chamber music concerts is 
presented each season. 

From all of this rambling it is obvious that I am sold on 
country li ving! Greet ings to a ll of your dear Western frien ds. 
You have a sta ndin g invitation to come and see fo r yo urselves 
why this is happiness for me.-Margaret Hale Alexander. 

Left-Margaret Hale Alexander proudly shows off her vegetable gar
den . Specifically, she is picking okra, which is one of the favor ite 
summer vegetables for both her and her husband, Warren Alexander. 
Below-Margaret works in her rose garden in the "Blue Bonnet" 
country of Texas. She retired from Western Geophysical Company, 
after more than 36 years of service , just before her 1978 marriag e. 

Brentford's office cleaner, Sid Dann, who recently celebrated his 
75th birthday, pauses in the midst of his chores for a picture. 

WHO SAYS Retire At 65? (Is Sid Our Most Senior C itizen?) 
One Westerner who ignores the accepted norm of retirement 
is Sid Dan n, the domestic cleaner in our Brentford office 
faci li ty in London. Sid atta ined the ripe old age of 75 on July 
30 and does not look a clay over 50. H e keeps a watchful eye 
on our instrument and communi cat ions departments , ensuring 
that they a re clean and tid y, no exc uses accepted. 

He attributes his lively outlook and ability to honest hard 
work and sobe r livi ng. We have heard a whisper that he has 
cha llenged th e No. 1 seed in the squash clu b-so look out! 

Sid joined Western over four yea rs ago at Brentford and 
wi ll be the recipient of his 5-Year Service Pin in early 1980. 
We trust that Sid will con tinue with us to his 10-Year Service 
P in and express to him our admi ration of his example and 
our wishes for a ve ry happy 75th year.- Gerry R eynolds. 
(Photo by Jim Smithers.) 

WITH THE CHRISTMAS season approaching and m any folks 
making plans for holiday travel, most of Party R-6 (already 
fin ished with vacat ions) is settling back for a Christmas in 
Houston. 

Senior Geophys ical Technician Gene Martin and his family 
vacationed in Galveston this year. Not unusual for a Texan , 
but Gene has been in Houston for 11 years and had never 
been to Ga lveston' Geophysical Technician Keith Closius and 
his wife, Greta , ca mped their way across the States, with New 
York state as their final destination. Florida and her proverbial 
sunshi ne beckoned Junior Geophysical Technicia n Lucy Bar
nard for a hasty two-da y vacation. Maria Carlsen traveled in 
her home state of North Carolina while Junior Geophysical 
Techn ici an Keith Umfleet visited Missouri as often as possi
ble. He and his fi ancee, Fay (who is teaching in Cape Girar
deau, Missouri), are pl an ning a Jun e 14 wedding. 

Not everybody has been off taking a breather from Western; 
in fact, quite a few of ou r group arc enrolled at the U niversity 
of Houston this semester. Geophysical Technicians Dave Leary 
and John Heckman are both taking graduate courses in 
geology. and Bob Morse is fini shing up some requirements at 
the University of Houston. He will receive his degree in 
geology from Colga te University in New York. Senior Geo
phys ical Technician Henry Wintrin gham is also taking night 
courses in advanced computer science. 

Besides welcoming in - the New Year and decade, Party 
R-6 is glad to welcome Don Schmoll , from St. Louis; Bob 
Morse, New York ; and Maria Carlsen, North Carolina.
L ucy Barnard. 

WINTER 1979 

HOLIDAY IN ISRAEL. Our trip to Israel began at Gatwick Air
port, in London , and five hours later we landed at Ben Gurion 
Airport in Tel Aviv. The distance from our hotel to a lovely, 
sa ndy beach was approximate ly 100 yards. The beach was not 
crowded apart from Friday and Saturday, whi ch is the Israeli 
weekend. 

We visited many historical and religious si tes , among them 
the Dead Sea, where swimming is impossible. The Sea is very 
salty, and one merely floats , with the sensation of a cork 
bouncing up and down . On two occasions we went to Jeru
sa lem, where there a re very many holy places to visit, but we 
were constan tl y searched by Israeli soldi ers. The Wailin g Wall , 
which is locally ca lled the "Western Wall." was where we saw 
several bar mitzvahs held . A visit to the local bazaars in the 
Old City was a must; all of our purchases were subjec t to 
barter in g! 

We also visited Bethlehem and went to the Church of the 
Nativity. To enter one has to bend double, and so me say th at 
it makes you bow to the altar on your way in . 

On another occasion we went to see some excavations in the 
city of Jericho, where it was extremely hot. The local tasty 
drink was freshly-squeezed orange juice. Another interesting 
place was Masada. To reach Herod's Palace, wh ich has been 
excavated . one had to use the cable car. The view of the Dead 
Sea from this vantage spot was well worth seeing. 

To conclude, the loca l drivers leave a lot to be desired 
because they are among the world's worst.-.lane Mann. 

HODGSON WEDDING. Karen Hodgson , a former analyst in 
the London digital center, and Laurie Burn were married near 
Karen's home just outside Carli sle, where a number of friends 

Karen Hodgson and husband Laurie Burn smile during the reception 
at the home of Karen's parents that followed the couple's wedding 
July 28 near Carlisle , England . Karen is a former analyst in one 
of the marine processing groups in the London digital center. 



"A Typical Day in the Country" as related by Margaret 
Hale Alexander a year after her retirement from Western and 
marriage to Warren A lexander, who had previously retired 
and built a home in the "Blue Bonnet" country equidistant 
from Bellville, Brenham , Columbus, and La Grange, Texas. 
- Ed. 
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Left-Margaret Hale Alexander proudly shows off her vegetable gar
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and relatives had ga thered to share the occasion on July 28. 
Although the serv ice took less than an hour, the whole day was 
fill ed with fest iv iti es. The marriage ceremony was fo llowed by 
a reception for close friend s and fami ly, and there was dancing 
to a band in the evening. 

Sadly. Karen has had to leave her position in one of the 
m arine processing gro ups and has started a job in computer 
programming in Bedford where Laurie has taken a position 
as a sc ience teacher. Our congratulations and best wishes go to 
the h appy coupl e. - Hilary M eakin. 

WESTERNERS' HOMES FLOODED. Tropical Storm Claudette 
came ashore so uth ot Galveston , Texas, on Ju ly 25, and it 
rained and rained and ra ined- continuing on through Ju ly 26. 
An official 26 inches of rain fe ll in a 24-hour period , wi th a 
reported 42 inches tota l in some a reas, which is just too much 
for anywhere or anybody. The bayous and creeks overflowed, 
and the perso ns livin g in these areas were flooded out. Some 
of the Western personnel whose homes we re flooded were 
C. F. (Chuck) Sebastian , R. L. (Bob) Nicholls, Richard 
Far ris, Bi ll Christian , Lar ry Phelps, Melvin Dove, Caramel 
D yer. Sharon Siller, and John Maines. 

W ater in the homes varied from one to three fee t, and some 
of these flood victi ms elected to "ride it out" whi le others had 

Above-The results of Tropica l Storm Cla udette a re a ll-too 
visible on the Dickinson, Texas, law n of Galveston Tech
nica l Co-ordinator C. F. (Chuck) Sebastian and wife Kick i. 
Their award s ign says " Bayou Chantil ly Ya rd of the Month,'' 
and they plan to make the front ya rd as pretty again as it 
was before . Below- Galveston faci li ty p lan t Manager R. C. 
(Dick) Fa rris pulls the carpet and carpet pad o ut of his 
Dickinson home afte r some of the flood w aters have receded . 

to be evacuated to emergency she lters, which were usually high 
schools or churches. For several days, it was imposs ible for 
Westerners in Galveston to com e to work- they could not get 
to Pelican Island . 

As soon as the flood waters subsided. friends and fellow 
Western ers rushed to he lp the flood vic tim s remove soaked 
carpel and ruined furniture. The damage ca used by this flood 
to homes and their contents was quite extensive. From two 
weeks to two months were needed to repair the damaged 
homes. Some furniture and applia nces could be fixed, but 
others just had to be th row n out. 

It was an experience th at none of these persons will ever 
for get; and every time it rains, the thought wi ll cross their 
minds, "Please, not aga in." 

Less than two months la ter, however . in September, the 
rains ca me agai n. As Trop ica l Storm Henri unleashed h is fury, 
the homes of two unfortunate sou ls, Chuck Sebasti an and 
Larry Phelps, were inundated again, and Shel ia O 'Connor also 
joined the number of Western flood victims as the water 
entered her home for the first time. 

There was one bright spot in a ll of this for Ch uck, who had 
another half inch of wa ter in h is house- his new carpeti ng, 
purchased to rep lace that ruined by Tropical Storm C laudette, 
had not yet been put down . The day before the carpet was 
schedul ed to be pu t in his home, the skies poured agai n, and 
Ch uck decided to wa it un til the rains stopped. 

T he storms prevented Western's shi ps in the Gulf of Mexico 
fro m work in g for several weeks, and some were eve n sent up 
the Miss issippi Ri ver to avoid the ro ugh seas, with waves up 
to 20 fee t.-Lindie Wright. 

AFTERMATH OF TROPICAL Storm Claudette. W hen T ropi cal 
Storm C laudette departed , after a 24-hour stay in Ga lveston, 
Texas, last Jul y 25 and 26. she left beh ind a lot of water-up 
to 42 inches in some places. U nfortunate ly, much of that 
water was in Westerners' homes, causing a tremendous amoun t 
of damage to the homes and inco nvenience to Westerners. 

Jn response to quest ions fro m the Edi tor , we received these 

reports: 
From Galveston faci lity Assis tant General Manager R . C. 

(Di ck) Farris: " l h ad 12 inches of water inside our house in 
Dickinson , Texas , over a period of about 30 hours. T he total 
dam age estimate to the ho use and co ntents was about $30,000. 

" Tt was quite an ex per ience!'' D ick 8dcled. "The most 
frighten in g part is watch ing the water rise before it enters. 
After it came in, T fe lt a profound sense of relief. At th at point 
I had a cup of coffee and beca me a detached observer. We 
expect to be back to normal by November, if, in fac t. we 'll 
eve r be the same." 

From Galvesto n Techn ical Co-o rdinator C. F . (Chuck) 
Sebast ia n, who had 34 inches of water in hi s home in Dickin
son as a result of the storm: "We d id lose vi rtua ll y a ll furni sh· 
ings, books . and the li ke , and our garage is fi na ll y cleaned out 
to the walls after years of coll ecti ng items o f dubious value. 
Wi th that amoun t of wa te r. the th ings th8t we tried to save hy 
putting them on tabl es we re lost as tab les and the like are less 
than 34 inches high . 

" Repairin g the damage has been a lot of work," he con-
t inued , " but the bulk of the repa irs to the house have now 
been made. All o f the sheet-rock wa ll s had to be removed up 
to the fo ur- foo t level. wh ich is all o f the wa lls in the house, 
and insul ation removed and re pl aced . T he ho use will be in 
better cond ition when everythin g is fi nished , wi th a new roof, 
com plete repain tin g. and new car pets, cab inets, and furnitu re. 

WESTER N PROFILE 

The ca rpets a re in now and Kicki (his wife) has just about 
covered all of the furniture stores in our area looking for just 
the right pieces to match the few we saved . 

"Recove ry has been exce llent in our neighborhood . perhaps 
clue to the excellent spirits of the people as reflected in o ur 
civic club welcome sign, which is posted a t the entrance to the 
subdivision. The clay after the flood waters receded and the 
sun came out, our sign read 'Smi le Today' and more recent ly 
it read 'Happiness is New Sheet Rock.'" 

BLOOD DRIVE Held by Galveston Faci lity . Western's Galves
ton, Texas, faci li ty sponsored a blood d rive on September 6, 
wi th employees donating 62 uni ts of blood during the clay. 
The University of Texas medica l branch se nt its specia l mobile 
unit, donated by the Moody Foundatio n of G alveston a nd 
containing five chairs for donors to use whi le giving blood , to 
Pelican Island. We had to meet a quota of 90 units in order to 
be covered by the Un iversity of Texas ' blood assura nce plan; 

Above-Cable Asse mbler Pamela Vea zey smiles while do
na t ing blood du ring our Galveston fa cility's blood drive 
Septembe r 6. Below- The University of Texa s Med ical Branch 
sent its mobile unit to our Galveston facility . The un it has 
f ive chairs for dono rs to use while they are donating b lood . 

so another blood drive was scheduled in D ecember to gain the 
other 28 units. 

The drive went smoothl y throughout the work clay, lasting 
from 8 A.M. to 4 P.M., and was fairly successful as far as 
almost meeting our necessary quota of 90 units. - Lindie 
Wright. (Photos by Richard Smith.) 

Draftsman All ie Sue Da vis (right) is 
rece iving , via Dra fting Superviso r 
Sybil Ke rry, her 5-Year Service Pin 
a nd cong r a t ulatory le tte r fr o m 
Chairman of the Board Booth B. 
Stra nge. All ie Sue jo ined Wes tern 
Geophysical Company o n Septe mber 
30 , 1974, as a junior draftsma n an d 
is now servin g as Sy b il 's a ssistant. 

Export Department Superviso r Rufu s 0 . And erson (center), of Hou s
ton, re ce ives his 15-Year Service Pin from Fo reign Services Supe r
vi sor Bill Ra ins while Fo reign Shipping Superviso r Joe Young 
looks on w ith approval. Rufu s joined Weste rn Septembe r 21 , 1964. 

GOLF TOURNAMENT in London J ul y 4. Jn anticipatio n of the 
140 oi lm en-golfers who were to arrive in the next two hours , 
6 o 'clock on the morn in g of Jul y 4 saw th is reporte r, bleary
eycd , put ting the fini shing touches to th e starter's tent fo r the 
S_eventh P etroleum Exploratio n Golf Tourna ment held an
nually at Ma lden Go lf C lub on the so uth west o utski rts of 
Lond on. T he tournament is the brai nch ild of Bil l Ca lledare, 
a nd this year he hand ed ove r th e o rga n izi ng respo nsibilities to 
Tape Library Ma nager Les M itchell and played in the com
peti tion fo r the fi rst tim e. Jn apprecia tio n of Bill 's efforts in 
prev io us yea rs. the pa rti cipati ng golfers, who are drawn fro m 
the oi l com pa ni es an d other assoc iated busi nesses th ro ughout 
the U ni ted Kin gdom, this yea r presented the Bill Ca ll edare 
C up, to be awarded annu ally to the best go lfer of the clay. 
Also presented to Bil l was a si lver statuette as a small reminder 
of hi s golfin q; clays in E ngland- Bill has now, of course, 
returned to H ousto n. 

Each year the re are many prizes to be won , and thanks 
must go to all of the co mpa ni es who sponsor the event, espe
cia ll y to K LM A irl ines for keep ing the go lfers refre shed 
th ro ughout the clay. 

Wo rking dur ing th e cl ay were N ige l Mason and Steve Bli ck, 
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covered all of the furniture stores in our area looking for just 
the right pieces to match the few we saved . 

"Recove ry has been exce llent in our neighborhood . perhaps 
clue to the excellent spirits of the people as reflected in o ur 
civic club welcome sign, which is posted a t the entrance to the 
subdivision. The clay after the flood waters receded and the 
sun came out, our sign read 'Smi le Today' and more recent ly 
it read 'Happiness is New Sheet Rock.'" 

BLOOD DRIVE Held by Galveston Faci lity . Western's Galves
ton, Texas, faci li ty sponsored a blood d rive on September 6, 
wi th employees donating 62 uni ts of blood during the clay. 
The University of Texas medica l branch se nt its specia l mobile 
unit, donated by the Moody Foundatio n of G alveston a nd 
containing five chairs for donors to use whi le giving blood , to 
Pelican Island. We had to meet a quota of 90 units in order to 
be covered by the Un iversity of Texas ' blood assura nce plan; 

Above-Cable Asse mbler Pamela Vea zey smiles while do
na t ing blood du ring our Galveston fa cility's blood drive 
Septembe r 6. Below- The University of Texa s Med ical Branch 
sent its mobile unit to our Galveston facility . The un it has 
f ive chairs for dono rs to use while they are donating b lood . 

so another blood drive was scheduled in D ecember to gain the 
other 28 units. 

The drive went smoothl y throughout the work clay, lasting 
from 8 A.M. to 4 P.M., and was fairly successful as far as 
almost meeting our necessary quota of 90 units. - Lindie 
Wright. (Photos by Richard Smith.) 

Draftsman All ie Sue Da vis (right) is 
rece iving , via Dra fting Superviso r 
Sybil Ke rry, her 5-Year Service Pin 
a nd cong r a t ulatory le tte r fr o m 
Chairman of the Board Booth B. 
Stra nge. All ie Sue jo ined Wes tern 
Geophysical Company o n Septe mber 
30 , 1974, as a junior draftsma n an d 
is now servin g as Sy b il 's a ssistant. 

Export Department Superviso r Rufu s 0 . And erson (center), of Hou s
ton, re ce ives his 15-Year Service Pin from Fo reign Services Supe r
vi sor Bill Ra ins while Fo reign Shipping Superviso r Joe Young 
looks on w ith approval. Rufu s joined Weste rn Septembe r 21 , 1964. 

GOLF TOURNAMENT in London J ul y 4. Jn anticipatio n of the 
140 oi lm en-golfers who were to arrive in the next two hours , 
6 o 'clock on the morn in g of Jul y 4 saw th is reporte r, bleary
eycd , put ting the fini shing touches to th e starter's tent fo r the 
S_eventh P etroleum Exploratio n Golf Tourna ment held an
nually at Ma lden Go lf C lub on the so uth west o utski rts of 
Lond on. T he tournament is the brai nch ild of Bil l Ca lledare, 
a nd this year he hand ed ove r th e o rga n izi ng respo nsibilities to 
Tape Library Ma nager Les M itchell and played in the com
peti tion fo r the fi rst tim e. Jn apprecia tio n of Bill 's efforts in 
prev io us yea rs. the pa rti cipati ng golfers, who are drawn fro m 
the oi l com pa ni es an d other assoc iated busi nesses th ro ughout 
the U ni ted Kin gdom, this yea r presented the Bill Ca ll edare 
C up, to be awarded annu ally to the best go lfer of the clay. 
Also presented to Bil l was a si lver statuette as a small reminder 
of hi s golfin q; clays in E ngland- Bill has now, of course, 
returned to H ousto n. 

Each year the re are many prizes to be won , and thanks 
must go to all of the co mpa ni es who sponsor the event, espe
cia ll y to K LM A irl ines for keep ing the go lfers refre shed 
th ro ughout the clay. 

Wo rking dur ing th e cl ay were N ige l Mason and Steve Bli ck, 
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in the results tent ; Jnn Mitchell , Mir iam C lancy, K ate P ile. 
Chri stine Saunders. and C ind y Sa ltamachia. on the course: and 
Sall y Hum phreys. durin g the orga nizing. We are once again 
able to report that a good ti me was had by a ll even though 
this reporter was somewh at exhausted at th e end o f th e prize 
giving. some 14 hours after the arrival of the fi rst competi tors. 
- Les M ite/tel/. 

Lead Printing Technician Joe W. Balzrelte is receiving his 15-Year 
Service Pin and his congratulatory letter from Chairman of the 
Board Booth B. Strange via Drafting Supervisor Sybil A. Kerry 
in Houston . Joe joined Western Geophysical on August 27, 1964. 

IN THE YEAR 1541 Francisco Vasquez de Coronado , a Span
ish conqu istador, walked as the firs t white man on Kansas 
so il , searching for a legendary pl ace of wealth known as the 
Land of Qui vira. Today, we of Party V-2 also seek wealth in 
this vast expanse ca lled K ansas. As an endless prairie reaches 
toward the ho ri zo n, our vib rators travel, tirelessly it seems, 
generating the energy essenti al to seismic exploration . Blue 
skies and a terra in giv in g one the impress ion of being at sea 
make this so uthwestern region of the state what P arty Man
ager H. D . (S lick ) Watts refe rs to as " idea l for our type of 
work." 

Those of Pa rty V-2 are not always found in the fie ld , how
ever; indeed. some of us even find time to mingle and fall in 

Above left- Party V-2 Field Clerk Mark C. Brant (on the 
front) and Helpers Joe Ball (obscured , next to Mark). 
Mainus (on the right, from the front). Pedro Diaz-Arellano, Roger 
Chadwick, and John Ridings are waiting for the food during the 
production dinner held last July 31 for the crew at the VFW Hall 
in Colby, Kansas. Above right- Newlyweds Sylvia and Danny Main. 
us e njoy themselves du ring the July production dinner for Party V-2. 

love. Surveyor Da nn y Mainus was so overwhelmed with that 
emotion upon meeting Sylvia Diaz. daughter of Vibrator 
Operato r Rafae l Di az-Malago n and wife M aria , th at he gave 
us all the grand opport un ity of attendin g their splendid 
wedding ceremony and reception. We boogied to disco, rolled 
to rock. swayed to Mexican folk . and drank to country music. 
It was qu ite sa tisfyi ng to see P arty V-2's hard-working in
dividuals with in a relaxed enviro nment of persons d ressed up 
and enjoying themselves. We a ll wish the best of a long life 
and love to Danny and Sylvia. 

lt is said that pregnant women are the loveliest. and Helper 
Cindy Neff. her face beaming with the light of li fe growing 
with in, is no exception. She is th e wife of Observe r Chris N eff. 

Trevor, or "Li ttle D uke," Anderson was born on July 27 
to Cabl e Pusher De Wayne L. (Duke) Anderson and his 
wife, D eA nn . 

We managed a six-cl ay break rece ntly. and some of the 
crew d ispersed like hunted buffalo to various corners of the 
nation . We seemed to find whateve r we we re seeking because 

Far left-At Party V-2's production 
dinner July 31 at the VFW Hall in 
Colby, Kansas, are Vibrator Opera· 
tors Bill Neff (from the left) and 
Joe Garcia, Vibrator Mechanic Rich
ard Zowie and wife Joy, and Vibra• 
tor Operator Rafael Diaz-Mala gon . 
Left-Enjoying a joke at the pro· 
duction dinner are Observer Chris 
Neff (from the left); Sandy Ba ll and 
her husband, Helper Bradya Ball; 
Vibrator Operator George Korobka 
and his friend , Virginia; and Shir
ley Rachal and her husband, long• 
time Permit Agent Willard Rachal. 
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upon our retu rn all seemed refreshed and prepared for good 
production. 

Farewell and prospe ri ty to all fe llow Westerners working 
throughout the world from Party V-2 .- Mark C. Brant. 
(Photos by Jeanette Watts.) 

WESTERN'S ANCHORAGE, Al aska , faci liti es h ave grown 
again! To keep pace with the intensified search fo r energy 
fuels, Western G eophysical has erec ted a 5,000-square-foot 
shipping terminal. Work was started in early August, and only 

Senior Vice President Neal P. Cramer (right) checks the plans for 
the interior arrangements in the new Anchorage, Alaska, shipping 
terminal as Area Manager Herman Semeliss (left) and Supervisor 
Roy Morris watch. Construction on the facility began in August. 

inside deta iling remains to be done at this writing (late Septem
ber ). With the occupancy of our chief expeditor, Ralph 
Knapp, and his staff , the Anchorage complex will gain both 
much-needed office space and more work room in the shop 
area. Expeditors Bill Barr, Dave Mills, and Keith Quintavell 
are looking forward to using the new arrangement to move 
the 30,000 pounds of supplies more efficiently north from 
Anchorage to Deadhorse , where they are distributed to field 
crews.-Story and Photo by John P. Bowers. 

STEPPING OUT of an airplane at 1,500 feet may seem like a 
rather drastic way to break the schedule of working, but 
foreign shipping department Import/ Export Clerk Jon Cear
foss regularly enjoys this type of "entertainment." He is a 
member of the paratrooper division of the Texas National 
G uard and, along with monthly sessions and annual two-week 
summer camp, is involved in special events, such as the August 
recruiting camp held at Addicks Camp where his jump was 
televised by local news media. In recalling his first jump, he 
says that he felt "more curiosity than fear" and continues to 
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Foreign shipping department Import-Export Clerk Jon Cearfoss, a 
member of the paratrooper division of the Te xas National Guard, 
regularly finds himself jumping out of an airplane at 1,500 feet . 

enjoy the exhilaration of jumping. He does like more down-to
earth pastimes, such as ballroom and country-western danc ing, 
but he is quick to say "there's nothing like jumping." 

We all enjoy family reunions during the holidays, but not 
many of us will make the 2,000-mile journey planned by 
Nannie H errera, typist and translator in the foreign shipping 
department in Houston. At the end of December, Nannie will 
join her family of her mother, three sisters, and one brother 
in Costa Rica . She has not seen her famil y for two years and 
is looking forward to visiting-them in addition to enjoying the 
warm weather of Costa Rica. 

The foreign shipping department celebrated Nannie's birth
day on September 5 with cakes and coffee. Personnel from 
other departments also attended.- Christine Lentini. 

HELLO AND GOOD MORNING to Westerners everywhere. 
This is Jim Smith ers calling to tell you a little about our 
Brentford facility . We are about two miles down the road 
from Isleworth (London office ) and comprise, among other 
things, warehouse and storage facilities, tape library, and 
printing shop , operated by me together with my assistant, Ray 
Gray. Our maintenance department is also located here, run 
by John Humphreys, who is abl y ass isted by G ary G ardner , 
(.Tim is supervisor of the Brentford facility.-Ed.) 

Our first and fo remost duty is to suppl y all of our ships 
with cable sections, spare parts, equipment, and all of the 
other expendable supplies they may and do need. At present 

Maintenance Supervisor John Humphreys pauses in the middle of 
one of the many jobs that he does at all of our buildings in London. 
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At the Bre ntfo rd , London, location , Supervisor Jim Smithers uses a 
fork lift to sta ck cable se ctions afte r the y have b~n re paired . 

(3. .. 

Instrum ent Lab Manag er Ron Bass (left) and Instrument Field Sup
port Supervisor Roger Barrett look up from one of the ir chores. 

we have six ships to supp ly. includ ing the Wes tem Europa , 
Wes tern Sea , Western Beach , Karen Bravo, W es tern Geophys
ical 111 , and W estern A f rican . Second ly, we store a ll corre
spondence, contracts, and the like ori ginati ng from l slewor th , 
along with equipment and materials not yet ready to be used. 
Thirdl y. we have o ur ve ry own '·cage ."' which is the main 
o ff ice and shi p sta tio ne ry store from which we suppl y, stock, 
and di stribu te to fsleworth and our var ious vesse ls where and 
when needed. 

Also loca ted at Brentford are our instrument and rad io 
comm un icatio ns depa rtments. In our instrument department 
is Instrument Labo rato ry M anager Ron Bass. alo ng with Mike 
A yres and Roger Ba rrett , who are instrument f ield support 
supervisors. Techn ician Dave Ki ngshott ru ns in strume nt tests 
and qu alit y control o n o ur instruments fo r use in t he fi eld . 

O ur radio commu nicatio ns department , headed by M anage r 
Kel Brown. with Bil l Q uinl an and Kel's son, D avid , has its 
ow n shop. Like the men in the instru ment department. these 
are a fie ld-support gro up for both marin e and Ja nel crews 
based in Lo ndo n. Brian H ardy heads the nav igat ion shop at 
Brentford. 

Space is lea sed to Aero P rod ucts, wh ich essentia lly fixes 
in ertia l naviga tion system s for bot h civil and m ili tary aircraft 
and is part o f Litto n f ndustri es. 

Perhaps this short story will te ll some of you arou nd the 
world a litt le more a bo ut a pa rt of our London fac ility that 
you did not know ex isted . 

64 

Me rry C hri stmas to one and a ll fro m the Brentford-London 
operatio n.- Jim Smithers. (Photos by Gary Milson and Jim 
Smith ers.) 

EARLY LAST WEEK we in London rece ived th at all too fa miliar 
gree n memo fro m Mari ann e telling us th at copy el a te for the 
Chr istm as issue of th e P ROF ILE was yes te rd ay! Wh at news is 
there fro m this encl ? We have a crop of peop le moving. babies 
being born or about to be. some long se rvice awards. and a few 
other odd s and ends. 

Fi rst, ou r congra tu lati ons must go to Lo ndon d igital center 
(LDC) Q ual ity Control Supe rvisor Steve Pickering. Steve's 
wife. Sa nd ra . gave birth to identical twin boys, D avid C harles 
and Jam es P hilip , on Satu rday, Ju ne 23, at W es t M iddlesex 
Hospita l. D av id we ighed in at 6 pounds. 1 ounce and James 
was 5 po un ds, I 0 o unces. Our congra tu la tions and bes t wishes 
go to the h appy fa mil y. 

A no ther happy event was fo r Project Manage r Rich Holmer 
and his wife, F rancill e, when they h ad a fu rther addit ion to 
their fa m il y in Ju ly-a lit tl e girl named Moll y A nne, who now 
brings the tota l to three. Rich is at present in Sa ud i Arabia; 
so unfo rtunately we cannot badger him for pictu res. Our best 
wishes go to the proud parents. 

A speci al honor goes to G lcnys M ason , who by the time 
you read th is will not on ly have rece ived her I 0-Yea r Service 
P in (September 8) but wi ll have beco me a mother. T he baby 
is clue in Dece mber; so wa tch this space in the Spring issue 
of the P ROFI LE for furt her develo pments. Gl enys is marr ied 
to LDC Drafti ng Manage r N igel M ason. 

G erry Reynolds. our office manager, also achi eved 10 year's 
service, on September 23 , and became a fa ther fo r the second 
time in mid-November. Pl ay back Manage r Steve Blick re
ceived hi s l 0-Yea r Service Pin , from d igita l center M an ager 
Fred Merten , on A ugust 18. 

Fred M erten moved on August 25 to a new ho use in 
T hames Di tton and even obliged us with some photographs. 
Carlos Avila . in the nav iga ti on department. moved around 
about the same ti me fr om Ca mberl ey to Fri mley, half an 

The twin sons of London digital center Quality Control Superviso r 
Steve Pickering and his wife, Sandra, were born June 23 at Mid
dlesex Hospital. David Charles (left) weighed 6 pounds, 1 ounce and 
James Philip weighed 5 pounds, 10 ounces when they were born. 
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hour's drive fro m Jsleworth ; and John Humphreys took a 
ho use nea rer the office in l sleworth about Ju ly 20 . 

Another event that took place recently was a presentation 
Memorex made to us for the sa le of the 2 mi ll ion th ree l of 
half-i nch comp uter tape. Va rio us Westerners attended th e 
presenta tion , inclu ding Vice P resident D ami r Skerl , Freel Mer
ten, Qua lity Co nt ro l Supervisor Joe C hatoor, Computer Man
age r To ny Ashl ey, and T ape Lib rary Manage r Les M itche ll. 
T he tro ph y, which is a go ld-plated al um in um spoo l that is set 
on an ant iqu e Spanish mahoga ny shield with an inscripti on in 
gold pl a te, Memo rex-Western Geo ph ysica l Shi eld, will be 
awarded for a future squash tournament. 

Well, tha t a bout winds it up fo r the time be ing. We trust 
th at you a ll will have a ve ry Me rry C hristm as and a prosper
o us 1980.-K ate Pile and M iriam C lancy . (Photos by Gary 
Milson, Jolin Humphreys, and K ate Pile.) 

(The reporters' "last week" was in late A ugust. T heir copy 
arrived by the dead line.-Ed .) 

SAVIT W EDDI NG . Mark Noah Savit, son of Senio r Vice Pres
ident-Technology Carl H . Savit and wife Sandra, of Houston, 
married Kim A ll yson Kavre ll on Jul y 22 in Washington, D . C . 
Kim is the daughter of Mrs. Lita F lax Kavrell and Donald 
F rank Kavrell. The Savits, Mark , Kim , and Joshua (Mark's 
son by a previous marriage ) , are at home in Washington , 
wh ere M ark is a mem ber of a law firm . 

JOE THOMAS, a long-ti me Weste rn er who retired in mid- 1977 
as a permit age nt wi th Par ty V- 1 in Beeville. Texas, suffered 
a "very bad" stroke at hi s and wife A nola's home in Athens, 
Texas, las t February 2. Although part ia ll y paral yzed on his 
right side, he ca n move his arm and wa lks with a brace and 
ca ne. according lo his da~g h te r , H aze l T aylor, wife of Field 
Supervisor Da lto n T ay lo r. 

"H e has wo rked so ha rd (a nd is still wo rking a t it) ," says 
Hazel, " to recover from the stroke. H e's do ing so we ll, aocl 
we kids a re a ll rea ll y p leased with h is p rogress." 

LONDON TECHNICAL Support Group Formed. The London 
digital ce nter and fi eld operat ions, based in London, require 
a large range of services that com e under the heading of 
"technical support. " Until now, such services as program
ming education, sales support, and resea rch and development 
(R&D) were tackled by the first perso n who d id not appear 
to be doing very much could be fo und . Thi s has all changed. 
Various ind ividua ls have been coaxed out from behind dusty 
piles of computer printout, pried away from their chairs in 
the coffee shop, and awakened fro m their dreams of Young's 
Bitter in the programm ing department (w e hope that it was 
just dreams) to form the London techni cal support group 
(LTS ) . 

Managed by C harlie H ewlett and aided and abetted by 
Don Funkhouser, the new group comprises 12 persons drawn 
from the old programming and R&D groups in London. 
Geoff Lonsdale will educate our analysts and, more impor
tantly, our clients while Shirley Ferrari and Mike T urff keep 
the computer system and libraries ticki ng over smoothly. In 
the meantime Pete Bibby will conti nue to write ever more 
cunning but, we hope, efficient array processor software. 
Research and development , spec ia l projects, and client liaison 
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are handled by those denizens of geophysica l nomenclature, 
Neil Hargreaves and And rew Bunch, wh ile geophysical pro
grammi ng, analyst assistance, and the myriad tasks needed to 
keep a busy processing center in action are performed by 
Andy W right, T om Bu rton, Peter Caragouni s, and M artin 
H azlehurst. 

It is hoped that by bringing all of the technical services in 
London within o ne fo ld we shall improve efficiency, reduce 
duplication of effo rt , and improve the service that we give to 
our clients.- Dr. C harles H ewitt . 

Draftsman 0 . E. (Ge ne) Mart in see ms to be pleased as he receives, 
v ia Draft ing Supe rvisor Sybil A. Ke rry in Houston , his S~Year 
Se rvi ce Pin and congratulatory le tter f ro m Chairm a n of the Boa rd 
Booth B. St range. Ge ne joine d the Compan y on August 19, 1974. 

FRANKLIN TAYLOR RETIR ES. "I p lan to spend a bout ha lf of 
my time hunting and fi shing and the other half getting ready 
to go hun ti ng and fi shi ng." T hat was Expecl itor Frank Tay
lor's response to this repo rter's question on the occasion of his 
reti rement on July 3 1. 

Frank fir st signed on with Western in June of 1959 and 
went to work with Party 91 in the Car ibou Hi lls area of 
A laska. H is first ass ignment was as a survey helper, bu t it did 
not take long for him to be promoted to bull cook and 
then cook. 

"That wa rm . dry kitchen sure beat the three-foot deep 
m uskeg," remem bers Frank. During his tenure with Western 
he has served in A laska, Ca liforni a. North D akota, and 
W yoming. 

Exped itor Fra nklin Taylor (right) accepts a re tireme nt gift from 
Alaska Area Man a g er Herman Semeliss, who pre sente d it on be half 
of all of Frank's co-workers in the Alaska office·. Frank joined 
Weste rn Jun e 3, 1959, working in the Caribou Hills area of Alaska . 
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At the Bre ntfo rd , London, location , Supervisor Jim Smithers uses a 
fork lift to sta ck cable se ctions afte r the y have b~n re paired . 

(3. .. 

Instrum ent Lab Manag er Ron Bass (left) and Instrument Field Sup
port Supervisor Roger Barrett look up from one of the ir chores. 

we have six ships to supp ly. includ ing the Wes tem Europa , 
Wes tern Sea , Western Beach , Karen Bravo, W es tern Geophys
ical 111 , and W estern A f rican . Second ly, we store a ll corre
spondence, contracts, and the like ori ginati ng from l slewor th , 
along with equipment and materials not yet ready to be used. 
Thirdl y. we have o ur ve ry own '·cage ."' which is the main 
o ff ice and shi p sta tio ne ry store from which we suppl y, stock, 
and di stribu te to fsleworth and our var ious vesse ls where and 
when needed. 

Also loca ted at Brentford are our instrument and rad io 
comm un icatio ns depa rtments. In our instrument department 
is Instrument Labo rato ry M anager Ron Bass. alo ng with Mike 
A yres and Roger Ba rrett , who are instrument f ield support 
supervisors. Techn ician Dave Ki ngshott ru ns in strume nt tests 
and qu alit y control o n o ur instruments fo r use in t he fi eld . 

O ur radio commu nicatio ns department , headed by M anage r 
Kel Brown. with Bil l Q uinl an and Kel's son, D avid , has its 
ow n shop. Like the men in the instru ment department. these 
are a fie ld-support gro up for both marin e and Ja nel crews 
based in Lo ndo n. Brian H ardy heads the nav igat ion shop at 
Brentford. 

Space is lea sed to Aero P rod ucts, wh ich essentia lly fixes 
in ertia l naviga tion system s for bot h civil and m ili tary aircraft 
and is part o f Litto n f ndustri es. 

Perhaps this short story will te ll some of you arou nd the 
world a litt le more a bo ut a pa rt of our London fac ility that 
you did not know ex isted . 
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Me rry C hri stmas to one and a ll fro m the Brentford-London 
operatio n.- Jim Smithers. (Photos by Gary Milson and Jim 
Smith ers.) 

EARLY LAST WEEK we in London rece ived th at all too fa miliar 
gree n memo fro m Mari ann e telling us th at copy el a te for the 
Chr istm as issue of th e P ROF ILE was yes te rd ay! Wh at news is 
there fro m this encl ? We have a crop of peop le moving. babies 
being born or about to be. some long se rvice awards. and a few 
other odd s and ends. 

Fi rst, ou r congra tu lati ons must go to Lo ndon d igital center 
(LDC) Q ual ity Control Supe rvisor Steve Pickering. Steve's 
wife. Sa nd ra . gave birth to identical twin boys, D avid C harles 
and Jam es P hilip , on Satu rday, Ju ne 23, at W es t M iddlesex 
Hospita l. D av id we ighed in at 6 pounds. 1 ounce and James 
was 5 po un ds, I 0 o unces. Our congra tu la tions and bes t wishes 
go to the h appy fa mil y. 

A no ther happy event was fo r Project Manage r Rich Holmer 
and his wife, F rancill e, when they h ad a fu rther addit ion to 
their fa m il y in Ju ly-a lit tl e girl named Moll y A nne, who now 
brings the tota l to three. Rich is at present in Sa ud i Arabia; 
so unfo rtunately we cannot badger him for pictu res. Our best 
wishes go to the proud parents. 

A speci al honor goes to G lcnys M ason , who by the time 
you read th is will not on ly have rece ived her I 0-Yea r Service 
P in (September 8) but wi ll have beco me a mother. T he baby 
is clue in Dece mber; so wa tch this space in the Spring issue 
of the P ROFI LE for furt her develo pments. Gl enys is marr ied 
to LDC Drafti ng Manage r N igel M ason. 

G erry Reynolds. our office manager, also achi eved 10 year's 
service, on September 23 , and became a fa ther fo r the second 
time in mid-November. Pl ay back Manage r Steve Blick re
ceived hi s l 0-Yea r Service Pin , from d igita l center M an ager 
Fred Merten , on A ugust 18. 

Fred M erten moved on August 25 to a new ho use in 
T hames Di tton and even obliged us with some photographs. 
Carlos Avila . in the nav iga ti on department. moved around 
about the same ti me fr om Ca mberl ey to Fri mley, half an 

The twin sons of London digital center Quality Control Superviso r 
Steve Pickering and his wife, Sandra, were born June 23 at Mid
dlesex Hospital. David Charles (left) weighed 6 pounds, 1 ounce and 
James Philip weighed 5 pounds, 10 ounces when they were born. 
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hour's drive fro m Jsleworth ; and John Humphreys took a 
ho use nea rer the office in l sleworth about Ju ly 20 . 

Another event that took place recently was a presentation 
Memorex made to us for the sa le of the 2 mi ll ion th ree l of 
half-i nch comp uter tape. Va rio us Westerners attended th e 
presenta tion , inclu ding Vice P resident D ami r Skerl , Freel Mer
ten, Qua lity Co nt ro l Supervisor Joe C hatoor, Computer Man
age r To ny Ashl ey, and T ape Lib rary Manage r Les M itche ll. 
T he tro ph y, which is a go ld-plated al um in um spoo l that is set 
on an ant iqu e Spanish mahoga ny shield with an inscripti on in 
gold pl a te, Memo rex-Western Geo ph ysica l Shi eld, will be 
awarded for a future squash tournament. 

Well, tha t a bout winds it up fo r the time be ing. We trust 
th at you a ll will have a ve ry Me rry C hristm as and a prosper
o us 1980.-K ate Pile and M iriam C lancy . (Photos by Gary 
Milson, Jolin Humphreys, and K ate Pile.) 

(The reporters' "last week" was in late A ugust. T heir copy 
arrived by the dead line.-Ed .) 

SAVIT W EDDI NG . Mark Noah Savit, son of Senio r Vice Pres
ident-Technology Carl H . Savit and wife Sandra, of Houston, 
married Kim A ll yson Kavre ll on Jul y 22 in Washington, D . C . 
Kim is the daughter of Mrs. Lita F lax Kavrell and Donald 
F rank Kavrell. The Savits, Mark , Kim , and Joshua (Mark's 
son by a previous marriage ) , are at home in Washington , 
wh ere M ark is a mem ber of a law firm . 

JOE THOMAS, a long-ti me Weste rn er who retired in mid- 1977 
as a permit age nt wi th Par ty V- 1 in Beeville. Texas, suffered 
a "very bad" stroke at hi s and wife A nola's home in Athens, 
Texas, las t February 2. Although part ia ll y paral yzed on his 
right side, he ca n move his arm and wa lks with a brace and 
ca ne. according lo his da~g h te r , H aze l T aylor, wife of Field 
Supervisor Da lto n T ay lo r. 

"H e has wo rked so ha rd (a nd is still wo rking a t it) ," says 
Hazel, " to recover from the stroke. H e's do ing so we ll, aocl 
we kids a re a ll rea ll y p leased with h is p rogress." 

LONDON TECHNICAL Support Group Formed. The London 
digital ce nter and fi eld operat ions, based in London, require 
a large range of services that com e under the heading of 
"technical support. " Until now, such services as program
ming education, sales support, and resea rch and development 
(R&D) were tackled by the first perso n who d id not appear 
to be doing very much could be fo und . Thi s has all changed. 
Various ind ividua ls have been coaxed out from behind dusty 
piles of computer printout, pried away from their chairs in 
the coffee shop, and awakened fro m their dreams of Young's 
Bitter in the programm ing department (w e hope that it was 
just dreams) to form the London techni cal support group 
(LTS ) . 

Managed by C harlie H ewlett and aided and abetted by 
Don Funkhouser, the new group comprises 12 persons drawn 
from the old programming and R&D groups in London. 
Geoff Lonsdale will educate our analysts and, more impor
tantly, our clients while Shirley Ferrari and Mike T urff keep 
the computer system and libraries ticki ng over smoothly. In 
the meantime Pete Bibby will conti nue to write ever more 
cunning but, we hope, efficient array processor software. 
Research and development , spec ia l projects, and client liaison 
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are handled by those denizens of geophysica l nomenclature, 
Neil Hargreaves and And rew Bunch, wh ile geophysical pro
grammi ng, analyst assistance, and the myriad tasks needed to 
keep a busy processing center in action are performed by 
Andy W right, T om Bu rton, Peter Caragouni s, and M artin 
H azlehurst. 

It is hoped that by bringing all of the technical services in 
London within o ne fo ld we shall improve efficiency, reduce 
duplication of effo rt , and improve the service that we give to 
our clients.- Dr. C harles H ewitt . 

Draftsman 0 . E. (Ge ne) Mart in see ms to be pleased as he receives, 
v ia Draft ing Supe rvisor Sybil A. Ke rry in Houston , his S~Year 
Se rvi ce Pin and congratulatory le tter f ro m Chairm a n of the Boa rd 
Booth B. St range. Ge ne joine d the Compan y on August 19, 1974. 

FRANKLIN TAYLOR RETIR ES. "I p lan to spend a bout ha lf of 
my time hunting and fi shing and the other half getting ready 
to go hun ti ng and fi shi ng." T hat was Expecl itor Frank Tay
lor's response to this repo rter's question on the occasion of his 
reti rement on July 3 1. 

Frank fir st signed on with Western in June of 1959 and 
went to work with Party 91 in the Car ibou Hi lls area of 
A laska. H is first ass ignment was as a survey helper, bu t it did 
not take long for him to be promoted to bull cook and 
then cook. 

"That wa rm . dry kitchen sure beat the three-foot deep 
m uskeg," remem bers Frank. During his tenure with Western 
he has served in A laska, Ca liforni a. North D akota, and 
W yoming. 

Exped itor Fra nklin Taylor (right) accepts a re tireme nt gift from 
Alaska Area Man a g er Herman Semeliss, who pre sente d it on be half 
of all of Frank's co-workers in the Alaska office·. Frank joined 
Weste rn Jun e 3, 1959, working in the Caribou Hills area of Alaska . 
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All of the Al askan Western family will miss Frank, and we 
wish him good luck in his plans for the future.-Slory and 
Photo by John P. Bowers. 

Party V-3 's observer, Dennis Rinehart, and Nancy Aguirre were 
married on August 6 at the First Baptist Church in Beeville, Texas. 

OUR LILY LEFT US! Sadly for Westerners in London, July 23 
heralded the departure of Lily Green, our "tea lady." Lily 's 
career started in June 1974 when she joined the domestic staff 
of the recently-occupied Isleworth data processing center. A 
year later, in 1975, Li ly joined Ross Hill , to whom the task 
had been given to sta rt the canteen. Lily and Ross worked very 
hard to provide a service to the data center staff, with hot 
pies, sandwiches, and lots of hot tea and coffee. As the years 
passed, faci lities were added in the form of vending machi nes, 
a microwave oven, and the ever-popular toaster. Lily's con
tribution to the success and popularity of the canteen was not 
only in her hard work but also in her friend ly smile and 
charm no matter what the weather or circumstances. She has 
been active a lso in the organizing of successfu l outin gs to the 
seaside for London Westerners' chi ldren , giving mums and 
dads a respi te whi le "Tommy" demolishes Lily's latest sand 
creation. 

Lily Green, the " tea lady" in the canteen at the lsleworth, Eng
land, off ice, ho lds one of her grandchildren dur ing the farewell 
party in her honor on Ju ly 23 . Her colleag ues presented her with 
a gold w rist watch and a garden bowl of blooms at the party. 

Lily rece ived her 5-Year Service Pin last June, and it was 
with sadness tha t we rece ived the news that she would have to 
retire from her job due to health reasons. The ra in poured on 
the afternoon that she took her leave of us. but typica lly and 
und aunted she joined her fri ends and colleagues in "her can
teen" to receive an express ion of their gratitude in th e form o r 
a gold wrist watch and a garden bowl of blooms. The presenta
tion was made by Office Manager Gerry Rey nold s, express ing 
on behalf of all the wish that Li ly would enjoy improved 
health in her well-earned retirement- Story and Photo by 
Gerry R eynolds. 

ANNUAL PICNIC in Texas . After one postponement, a result 
of one of the Texas Gulf Coast's worst tropical storms of the 
season, the sixth annual Company picni c was held on Septem
ber 8 at Camp Manison in Friendswood, Texas. In attendance 
were over 400 persons, consisting of employees, families, and 
friends , from Western Geophysical Company's Houston office, 
the Galveston facilities, and Li tton Resources Systems. 

A good time was had by all. Activities included football , 
horseshoes , Ping-Pong, trampoline, rides on a merry-go-round 
and a ferris wheel, and an egg toss. The egg toss was won with 
a final throw of about 25 yards, and the winner received a 
portable television . Unfortu nate ly, the trad itional softba ll game 
was ca lled because of wet grounds; but it wi ll be rescheduled . 
T here were plenty of beer, soft drinks , and a barbecue with all 
of the fix in 's, catered by the camp. 

After all of the fun and goodies, several door prizes were 
awarded, and , as with all good things, ano ther successful 
picnic came to a close. We want to give many thanks to all of 
the persons who helped in their special ways.- Story by Vir
ginia Nowak. (Photos by Darlene Collins.) 

The sixth annual picnic for employees of Western's Houston office, 
the Galveston, Texas, facility, and Litton Resources Systems was 
held September 8 at Camp Manison, Friendswood, Texas. That 
a good time was had by everyone is evidenced by these photo
graphs. 1. Enjoying themselves are Carolyn Carney (front row, 
from the left), wife of Fred Carney; Secretary Debra Alexander; 
Accounting Clerk Lori Childers; maintenance department employee 
Bobby Suarez; and Accounting Clerk Marjorie Martin. At the same 
table behind them are Chris Taylor (from the left), Accountant 
Roger Mealy, Assistant Accounting Supervisor Joan Akin, Account
ing Clerk John C. King, Junior Accountant Chuck St. Laurent, an 
unidentified person, and Accounting Supervisor Pat Burris. 2. 
Secretary Audrey Blaha receives a door prize over the head of an 
unidentified young man. 3. Vice President-Instrumentation and 
Field Services Ben B. Thigpen takes his horseshoes seriously. 4. 
So does Litton Resources Systems President Jim Porter. 5. Re
newing old friendships are Instrument Supervisor Russell Kamin• 
sky (from the left); Receptionist Virgie Bryant; Diane Donovan, 
daughter of President Howard Dingman; A11i1tant Accounting 
Supervisor Beth Favor; and her niece, Dara Pierce. 6. Accounting 
Clerk Reva Ross (left) talks with Industrial Relations Manager R. 
J. (Bob) Mason as Gary Anders (back row, from the left), Patty 
Anders, and Betty McDougal, relatives of Secretary Debby Lowe, 
hold a family conclave. 7. Personnel Specialists Fred Carney 
(left) and Chris Olson give out the door prizes. 8. Holding the 
television set they received for winning the egg toss are Design 
EnginHr W. S. (Schep) Bivins and his girl friend, Dana Nick. 
9. Supervisor John Pfingsten relaxes at the picnic, one of the 
few he has been in Houston to attend. 10. The egg toll can be a 
very messy game as these participants could willingly attest. It 
shows In the careful way that they are grasping for those eggs. 
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SUPERVISOR Robert M . C url ee, locate d in th e Houston offi ce. 
a nd his w ife . Birth e, a re the proud parents o f a handsome 
baby boy, P e ter Mic hael C url ee. The future linebacker for the 
Houston Oi lers a rrived on Jul y 2 1 w e ighing in a t 9 pounds, 
2 ounces. Congratul a ti o ns to the C ur lccs; a nd P ete r . wc sha ll 

be looking for you in 1999!-Cindi Adler. 

KAREN MARIE BERNOSKI and Michael James Aszman were 
m arried in a double-rin g ceremony June 30 at St. Michael's 
Roman Catholic Church in Housto n . Karen is the daughter of 
Accou nting Clerk Margaret Bernoski and her husband, Gil
bert, of Houston. Michael is the son of Mr. and Mrs. E . James 

A szman , of Greenvi ll e , Texas. 
Given in marriage b y h er fat her, the bride wore a designer 

gown of ivory silk c hiffon and re-embroidered A lencon lace 
wi th a wedding-ring co ll a r and sheer oval yoke . Her A -line 
skirt fe ll from the Empi re-style waistlin e to slipper leng th , an d 
a deep lace border extended into the ch ape l-length train. 

One of the bridesmaids was Cynthia Duhon Bernoski , s ister
in-law of the bride ; a nd C arol Aszman. siste r of the bride
groom , was junio r bridesm a id . Groom sm en in c luded Rick and 
and James A szm a n , brothers of the groom , and Gilbert Ber

noski. Jr. , hrother of the bride. 
The bride is an honor roll graduate of McNccsc State Uni

versi ty, Lake C harles, Lou isia na . a nd personnel assistant for 
CM / Co nstructors M a n agers, Inc . H er husband is a grad ua te 
of th e U nive rsi ty of Illinois , Champagn e-U rba na, wh ere he 
was a m em ber of Delta Sigm a Phi . He is a ch em ica l e n gineer 

w ith Exxon C h e mical Com pa ny. 
After a weddin g trip to the Bahamas. Mr. a nd M rs. Aszm a n 

are residing in H o u ston . 

Karen Marie Bernoski was married to Michael J. Aszman June 30 at 
St. Michael's Catholic Church in Houston . Karen is the daughter 
of Accounting Clerk Margaret Bernoski and her husband, Gilbert. 

Party V-52's vibrators are working on a ranch in west Texas. 

In the record er discussing Party V-52's production for the month 
are Party Manager Dwight Rich (left) and Observer J . R. Nelson . 

WITH THE INTRODUCTION of the continuous work schedule, 
Party V -52 has employed four new jug-line helpers, Johnny 
( the C h a ngo) Va ldez, Ri ck R eyes . Edwa rd G uerra, and R o
lando Alvarez, a nd three surveyor helpers. D av id Scarberry, 
George L. Searcy . Jr ., and Jim (B io nic Worm) Rice. It seems 
th at thi s was a n adva ntage as wc m a n aged to ea rn a steak 
dinne r for the m o nth of August. W e do not ignore the fac t 
th a t o ur new reco rder a nd vibrato rs h elped in avo id ing shut
downs .-Josc Fidel Pere z. (Photos by Barbara Rich.) 

HAVE SOME NEWS that you would like to have pub
lished in your PROFILE? Windstrip is open to everyone. 
All you have to do is report the interesting events involv
ing you and / or your family members to the PROFILE 

Office, Western Geophysical Company, 5979 West 3rd 
Street, Suite 100, Los Angeles, California 90036. (If 
your news concerns a wedding or a graduate, you may 
obtain a special form by writing to us at the above 
address, stating which form you need.)-The Editor. 

WESTE~N PROFILE 

36 YEARS 
Satterwhite, C . W., Jr. 

34 YEARS 
Towns, Mack E. 

33 YEARS 
Frisbee , Donald 0. 
Hull , Lowell D. 

32 YEARS 
':' A mato, John J . 

30 YEARS 
N icholl s, Robert L. 
Selzer, Ed 
Thigpen , Ben B. 

29 YEARS 
Mercer, Richard 
Webb , John W . 

28 YEARS 
':'Hollander, John E. 
':' Riley, Wilbu r W. 

27 YEARS 
P acheco, Jose R. 

26 YEARS 
':' Coull , Jock T. 
Hudson , Willi am M . 
Saltamachia, Joe G. 

24 YEARS 
Brenda, Augusto 

':' Fontana , P aride 
Larsen, P almer L. 

':' McNcw, Billy D. 
Scroggins, Billy 0. 

23 YEARS 
':' Picchi ani, Ugo 

21 YEARS 
Birdsong, D . L. 
Hendricks, John L. 

18 YEARS 
A nderson, Robert K. 

':' Sta nsbury, Robert W . 

17 YEARS 
Cain , Donald F. 

':' Cooper, Leonard P . 
Ga rdner. Donald D. 
Walke r , Joseph F. 

16 YEARS 
C urtis, Willi am C. , Jr. 
Van Buskirk, H ector A. 

15 YEARS 
':' Duguay, Jean-Paul 
':' Picchiani, Roberto 
Reg inald , Victor 

14 YEARS 
Creel, Larry L. 

':' Fai r, Gary L. 

• I111err11pted se r.,ice 

THEY SERVE 
Service Anniversaries . . . October, November, December 

':' Kinast, Ernest 
Martin , Eugene H . 
Skaa ning, Jack 

':'Wilson , J ames C . 
':' Young, Bri an 

13 YEARS 
Bass, Ronald P. 

':' Bolduc, Ma urice E . 
C la rk , E llis W ., III 
Colazilli , Renato 
Di Francesco , Salvatore 
Grira, Ahmed A li 
Hancock, Guy J. 
Harvey, Henry J . 
H ornsby, James M. 

': Hunt, C. Barry 
Lomba rdo. Umberto 
Mutten , Victor H. 
Peck , F. Roy 

':' R ack ha m, Sydney 
':' Robblee , Leonard 
':' Stracquada neo , G iuse ppe 
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SUPERVISOR Robert M . C url ee, locate d in th e Houston offi ce. 
a nd his w ife . Birth e, a re the proud parents o f a handsome 
baby boy, P e ter Mic hael C url ee. The future linebacker for the 
Houston Oi lers a rrived on Jul y 2 1 w e ighing in a t 9 pounds, 
2 ounces. Congratul a ti o ns to the C ur lccs; a nd P ete r . wc sha ll 

be looking for you in 1999!-Cindi Adler. 

KAREN MARIE BERNOSKI and Michael James Aszman were 
m arried in a double-rin g ceremony June 30 at St. Michael's 
Roman Catholic Church in Housto n . Karen is the daughter of 
Accou nting Clerk Margaret Bernoski and her husband, Gil
bert, of Houston. Michael is the son of Mr. and Mrs. E . James 

A szman , of Greenvi ll e , Texas. 
Given in marriage b y h er fat her, the bride wore a designer 

gown of ivory silk c hiffon and re-embroidered A lencon lace 
wi th a wedding-ring co ll a r and sheer oval yoke . Her A -line 
skirt fe ll from the Empi re-style waistlin e to slipper leng th , an d 
a deep lace border extended into the ch ape l-length train. 

One of the bridesmaids was Cynthia Duhon Bernoski , s ister
in-law of the bride ; a nd C arol Aszman. siste r of the bride
groom , was junio r bridesm a id . Groom sm en in c luded Rick and 
and James A szm a n , brothers of the groom , and Gilbert Ber

noski. Jr. , hrother of the bride. 
The bride is an honor roll graduate of McNccsc State Uni

versi ty, Lake C harles, Lou isia na . a nd personnel assistant for 
CM / Co nstructors M a n agers, Inc . H er husband is a grad ua te 
of th e U nive rsi ty of Illinois , Champagn e-U rba na, wh ere he 
was a m em ber of Delta Sigm a Phi . He is a ch em ica l e n gineer 

w ith Exxon C h e mical Com pa ny. 
After a weddin g trip to the Bahamas. Mr. a nd M rs. Aszm a n 

are residing in H o u ston . 

Karen Marie Bernoski was married to Michael J. Aszman June 30 at 
St. Michael's Catholic Church in Houston . Karen is the daughter 
of Accounting Clerk Margaret Bernoski and her husband, Gilbert. 

Party V-52's vibrators are working on a ranch in west Texas. 

In the record er discussing Party V-52's production for the month 
are Party Manager Dwight Rich (left) and Observer J . R. Nelson . 

WITH THE INTRODUCTION of the continuous work schedule, 
Party V -52 has employed four new jug-line helpers, Johnny 
( the C h a ngo) Va ldez, Ri ck R eyes . Edwa rd G uerra, and R o
lando Alvarez, a nd three surveyor helpers. D av id Scarberry, 
George L. Searcy . Jr ., and Jim (B io nic Worm) Rice. It seems 
th at thi s was a n adva ntage as wc m a n aged to ea rn a steak 
dinne r for the m o nth of August. W e do not ignore the fac t 
th a t o ur new reco rder a nd vibrato rs h elped in avo id ing shut
downs .-Josc Fidel Pere z. (Photos by Barbara Rich.) 

HAVE SOME NEWS that you would like to have pub
lished in your PROFILE? Windstrip is open to everyone. 
All you have to do is report the interesting events involv
ing you and / or your family members to the PROFILE 

Office, Western Geophysical Company, 5979 West 3rd 
Street, Suite 100, Los Angeles, California 90036. (If 
your news concerns a wedding or a graduate, you may 
obtain a special form by writing to us at the above 
address, stating which form you need.)-The Editor. 
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