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Southern Chile, " in 
the dead of winter ," 
is a bleak and for
bidding place. This 
photograph was taken 
aboard the Western 
Shoal as Party 79 was 
completing a seismic 
survey of the entire 

I coast of Chile . Photo 
by Steve Dean. 
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HE ENERGY CRISIS with all of its complexities 
is still with us. While the Congress con· 

tinues to squabble, price controls remain, do
mestic production drops, consumption contin
ues to increase, and imports and the resulting 
unfavorable balance of trade expands. 

There is general agreement that the United 
States needs an adequate and secure energy 
supply to meet our national security require
ments, to fuel our economy, and to provide an 
acceptable quality of life for all Americans. The 
question is: How do we best accomplish this 
critical objective? 

The solution advocated by many in Washing 
ton is a highly complex system of energy regu
lations combined with a huge, costly adminis 
trative organization to match. The proposed 
budget for this agency would exceed the total 
combined profits of all American oil 
companies. 

An alternative solution would be to place 
responsibility for our future energy require
ments in the hands of existing experienced 
organizations and people. In our country the 
organizations, the technology, and the crea 
tivity are all available to meet our future energy 
needs. If industry is permitted to achieve the 
improved level of earnings that will be neces
sary to provide the capital needed to explore 
for new resources and to develop and bring 
into production new energy sources, we have 
no reason to fear the future. 

It is essential that legislative action designed 
to meet our energy requirements recognize and 
take advantage of the accomplishments and 
strengths of the free enterprise system that has 
served our country and its people so well for 
the past two hundred years . American indus
try, when it is allowed to operate in a true free 
enterprise, free market climate, has no equal! 



Vibrate Through Texas 
With Four Western Crews 

Story and Photos by K. W. Nippert 

l THAT rs THE FIRST thing that you think of when you 
VV think of Texas? Oil is what many Texans think 

of-"Black Gold-Texas Tea"-and probably the reason is 
because energy is one of the biggest, if not the biggest, 
factors in the economy of Texas . Texa s has vast oil, natural 
gas, and geothermal resources and uranium deposits virtua l
ly all over the state. Tapping these resources is a major 
objective of energy producers today. 

Western Geophysica l Company of America plays a lead
ing role in the search for oil and natural gas deposits in 
Texas, and Western' s "Vibroseis" ® crews have been very 
active for the past few years in the southern part of the state, 
from San Antonio to Brownsville and Houston to Laredo. 
At the present time there are four Vibroseis crews in south 
Texas: Parties V-1, V-3, V-4, and V-52, and all four crews 
have their main offices in Beeville, a small town of about 
13,000 persons . Beeville was chosen by all of the parties for 
various reasons but mainly because of its central location in 
south Texas. 

Fifty miles from Beeville is Corpus Christi, "Sparkling 
City by the Sea" (Gulf of Mexico), where numerous 
beaches, sur fing, water skiing, fishing, duck hunting, excel
lent entertainment, fine restaurants, and adequate medical 
and educational institu tion s can be found. Corp us Chr isti is 
situat ed on the bay and has many well-protected harbor s 
and marinas where there are floating vessels, from the sma ll
est sailing boat to the largest oil tankers. Charter boats are 
available for deep-sea fishing as are pleasu re boats that make 
daily fishing trips for the ones who do not mind fishing with 
a crowd. 

San Antonio is 85 miles away from Beeville. Co nsidered 
to be one of the most µnique cities in the world, San Antonio 
has everything that you wou ld expect to find in a city of a 
million people. " Remember the Alamo"? When visiting the 
Alamo you can now take a stroll down the bank s of the 
historjc San Antonio River in the heart of the business 
district, have dinner in one of the elegant restaurants, and 
bargain in the various novelty shops along the " Riverwalk." 

Uvalde, close to San Ant◊nio, is famous for its large 
white-tail deer along with various wild game and fowl hunt -

Six of Party V-52's seven vibrators can be seen while the crew 
works its way "down the line" on Highway 4 in south Texas 
from Brownsville to Boca Chica, mouth of the Rio Grande River. 



ing. Excellent camping facilities can be found at Garner 
State Park as well as near many other beautiful river settings 
in the San Antonio-Austin area for the "free birds," or 
"snow birds," as travelers from the northern states are 
called by Texans . 

Laredo, "The Gateway to Mexico, " is located on the 
border 130 miles southwest of Beeville. Western has become 
well known in Laredo as Parties Y-1, V-4, and Y-52 spend 
much of their working days in the brush country around 
Laredo. Laredo is culturally Mexican, and various Mexican
or iented festivities can be enjoyed throughout the year 
although the biggest celebration of a ll is George 
Washington's birthday, complete with parades, carnivals, 
circuses, coronations, and balls. Various Texas state officials 
attend each year and join in the pomp and circumstance. lf 
you feel skillful, you can cross the Rio Grande River and try 
your hand at the art of bargaining in Nuevo Laredo, Mex
ico. The open-air shops and marketp laces line both sides of 
its main street for three miles. 

The brush country around Laredo is literally infested with 
white-tai l deer, and some of the highe st prices in the state of 
the deer -hunting leases are paid to ranchers around Laredo . 
As many as 100 to 200 deer have been counted by your 
repor ter while driving through some of the larger ranches in 
south Texas, which may include as many as 200 to 300 thou
sand acres. Deer seaso n is the only time of the year in which 
Western's work is restricted by the south Texas ranchers. 

Hou ston is located about 180 miles north of Beeville. It is 
the fastest-growing metropolitan area in the United States 
today, and you will agree as soon as you hit its rush-hour 
traffic. Periodically one of the four Beeville crews can be 
seen on the roads and highwa ys in the Houston-Galveston 
metropolitan area. And what a change for the crews! 
Instead of cattle and javelina to pull our pin flags out of the 
ground and our cables and geophones through the woods, 
there are children gathering the pin flags like flowers and 
conc rete driveways, culverts, and drainage ditches interrupt
ing the placement of geophones. If that is not enough to 
drive an observer crazy, the traffic noises on his scope will. 
Nevertheless, everybody enjoys working around Hou ston 
because entertainment for every different persona lity can be 
found there. 

Since all four of the crews work on spike most of the time, 
Beeville, in actuality, is merely a rest stop for the south 
Texas "doodlebuggers ." Most families of crew members 
stay in Beeville all of the time because of their children . 
Some crew members' wives who have no chi ldren, however, 
will jump from town to town with their husbands and really 
become attached to the south Texa s climate and easy, lazy 
way of life. Adequate and reasonably-priced accommoda
tions can be found in all of the towns in which Western 
works, and some country-style hotels can be found outside 
of the cities for those who enjoy seclusive peace and quiet. 
Beeville offers easy access to supermarkets, shopping cen
ters, good school systems, a county college for the intellec
tuals, and a country atmosphere in which to enjo y the mild 
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tropical climate. Some Beeville Westerners take advantage 
of their own resources and raise their own ga rd ens and dig in 
their own flower beds. 

Most Beeville crews attempt to schedule wo rk for the 
weekdays, leaving the weekend s for barbecues, cookouts, 
fish fries, and the like. As we all know, however, schedules 
do get delayed, somet imes by equipment but mostly by nat
ura l phenomena such as thunderstorms, cold fronts from the 
north, and warm fronts from the Gulf of Mexico that bring 
the rains. Then an occas ional weekend or two might have to 
be "sacrificed" to make up for the unscheduled days off. 

Mid-Contin ent Supervisor Roscoe Sullivan has the job of 
guiding the vibrating "quartet" from Beeville. His tasks of 
keeping up with where each crew is every day and of distri-

Field Supervisor Dalton Taylor (left) and Party V-3 Vib rator 
Mechanic Truma n Gilmore are con templating their next move. 

buting programs to keep all four crews rolling down the line 
are by no means easy. To aid Roscoe with his difficult job 
are Instrument Supervisor Joe Davis, Field Superv isors Dal
ton Tay lor and T. J. Phillips, and Vibrator Supervisor 
Wilton (Boots) Dungan . When they are not in the field 
giving advice and starting up new crews, these men are on 
the phone in their offices helping so lve the numerous prob
lems that pop up every day. 

Part y V-1 was the first Yibroseis crew to come to Beeville. 
That was in November 1968, almost a decade ago. The party 
manager of Party V-1 at that time was Roscoe SuJlivan; the 
surveyor was Don Cain, now a permit agent for Party V-1; 
and the observer was T. J. Phillips. W. G. (Gene) Brannon 
became party manager in August 1971, and he ha s upheld 
Party Y-1 's trad itionally excellent production every year. 
Helping Gene with his many details is the field clerk and 
part-time surveyo r, Rex Jones. 
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As Party V-1 may work for as many as 10 different clients 
in one month, Gene and Rex must concentrate their efforts 
on co-ordinating the permitting with the surveying. Permit
ting for Party V-1 are Don Cain, Gilbert Few, Floyd Steele, 
and, when needed, Joe Thomas, who recently retired. 

Permitting on Party V-1, as on all south Texas crews, is a 
hectic and time-consuming procedure as some prospects 
being permitted may only have 10 miles of program but have 
50 or more landowners to contact. Before survey ing can 
begin, all landowners must be permitted along with surface 
leasers and mineral owners of leases, as well as highway and 
railroad authorities. If one person shou ld give a "no 
permit," efforts will be made to bend lines around the no 
permits and continue . If new positions are not suitable or 
cannot be permitted and legal entry cannot be obta ined, the 
line will be abandoned and all of the work that has been 
spent permitting will be lost. Frustration is a factor that 
permit agents soon learn to ignore. 

Once a line has been successfully permitted, the surveying 
may commence. Surveying for Party V-1 are Doyce 
Marricle, Margarito Garza, Tony Brannon, and Jesse Mal-

Party Manager W. G. (Gene) Brannon strikes an unusual pose
standing still -before continuing his duties on Party V-1. 

On the job are Party V-1 Permit 
Agent GIibert Few (from the left), 
Field Cieri< Rex Jones, and Per• 
mlt Agent Don Cain. Party V-1 Is 
one of the "vibrating quartet." 

donado. Surveying is a very respons ible j ob in sout h Texas 
as most lines must be surveyed behind a bulldozer. Bull
dozers are used to make a sendero (path or line) su itab le for 
the jug trucks and vibra tors to travel. Bulldozers are 
necessary because of the th ick mesquite trees and cactus 
pla nts that make a trop ical jung le of thorns all across the 
southern part of the state . They also shape creek beds and 
ero de lands that have been made impassab le by the runaway 
water from the heavy thu nderstorms . 

Party V-1 Surveyor Doyce Marricle stops for a moment before 
returning to the field and his job for the south Texas crew . 

The most desirable sendero from the standpoint of 
Western and its clients is a one-blade wide or 10-foot wide 
path with the gro un d bare ly scraped by the bulldozer blade 
to smooth out the ride. Some landowners or leasers, how-
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Above- This is the ideal sendero 
(path) through typical south 
Texas terrain. The brush is too 
thick and thorny to walk or drive 
through; so bulldozers are used 
to clear a one-blade-wide line. 
Right-Occasionally south Texas 
lines cross-lie oil wells already 
in production as was the case on 
this sendero near Freer. Heavy 
brush land, which is typical of 
the area, is in the background. 
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ever, may requir e extra specifications to the sendero, suc h as 
an extra blade wide or terraces to prevent erosion, that make 
the sendero more costly and time consuming to complete. 
Then there are ranchers who do not want the ground dis
turbed and want a sendero on which we can just bare ly get 
our trucks through the brush. Consequent ly, when a line 
crosses several different landowners' property, we may end 
up with three or four different types of sendero. The perm it 
agents and surveyors are responsible for making sure that 
the sendero meets with the lando wners' approval. 

Heading up the recording crew for Party V-1 is Observer 
Cal Martwick. Cal is an ex-Yankee from North Dakota who 
chose the tropics over the blizzards and must be planning to 
stay as he met and married his wife, Connie, in Beeville. Ca l 
operates a COBA® II ser ies DDS 888 system with a field cor 
relator. Cal sends his signals via radio to Party V-1 's vi
brators, which are maintained by Vibrator Mechanic 
Manuel Garcia. 

Party V-3 came to south Texa s in March 1977. The crew 
was originally located in San Ange lo, Texas, out in the west-

Before they begin permitting, Party V-3 Permit Agents Jim Bow
ers (left) and Gi Gi Rodriguez look over the crew's program. 

ern part of the state. After a short regrouping in Hou ston, 
Party V-3 was sent to Beeville with new vibrators, new cab le 
trucks, a new recorder, and a new party manager, Keith 
Jones, formerly on Part y V-2 in Kansas. With this combina
tion they could not go wrong in south Texas and have been 
working steadi ly in the Rio Grande Valley around McAllen, 
Edinburg, and Harlingen, with occasional short trip s to 
Corpus Chr isti, Laredo, Alice, and Freer when they catch 
up with the surveying and permitting in the valley. 

Keith gets his menta l and moral support from Permit 
Agents Jim Bowers, Dale Morgan, and G. G . Garcia. Lon g
time Surveyor Dwight Rich keeps the lines laid out for Party 
V-3 in his usual swift and efficient way, occasionally giving 
his overflow of work to Surveyor Wes Gibson, who works 
for both Parties V-3 and V-52. New Observer Dennis Rine-
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Field Clerk Bill Barnes studies future south Texas programs 
for Party V-4 as he answers current questions by te lephone. 

hart is in charge of Party V-3's recording, using a COBA II 
series DDS 888 system ; and Vibrator Mechanic Truman Gil
more, formerly of Party V-1, keeps himself busy rearranging 
the bugs with his new vibrators. 

Party V-4 moved to south Texas in January 1974 from 
Stockton, California. lts office was originally stationed in 
Laredo but was moved to Corpus Christi in September 1974 
and then to Beeville in September 1975, when Party Man
ager Ray Hughes too k over the reins. Because of Part y V-4's 
exemplary performance, the crew has been utilized by the 
same client for about 11 months out of each year since it 
came to south Texas. Ray was assisted in his duties by Field 
Clerk Mike Ha yes, a 1976 graduate of Purdue Univers ity, 
unti l Mike's transfer to Party V-28 last February . Helping 
Ray now is Field Clerk Bill Barnes, formerly of Part y V-52. 
Bill is a 1977 graduate of Texas A & M University, majoring 
in geology. 

Famous for eat ing up Party V-4's program is George Ber
nal, who has been with Party Y-4 since the crew came to 
south Texas. George operates a COBA II ser ies DDS 888 re
cord ing system . Lon g-time Westerner Jim Blair, alias "Ban -

Party V-4 Permit Agent Jim Blair (lef t) and Party Manager Ray 
Hughes take care of business in their office in south Texas. 



An extra-wide sende,o (path) Is In the making by one of 
Westem's south Texas craws on this ranch near Laredo. 

Party V-52 Permit Agent B. R. (Slim) GIibert wlll per• 
mlt anything, but other than some sharp teeth he may not 
get a response from this game reserve resident In Texas. 

dit" and known to every rancher along the Rio Grande 
River as "Mr. Western," is the permit agent for Part y V-4. 
Director of 'dozing and surveying is Surveyor Charles Ed
wards, who came to south Texas from Mississippi . Charles 
really has his work cut out for him as Party V-4 has been 
known to vibrate more than 10 miles on a good day. Bob 
(Sport) McBee is the vibrator mechanic credited with 
keeping Party V-4's vibrators in topnotch condition . 

Pa rty V-52 originally was an explosive crew, located in 
Alvin, Texas . This crew was given four vibrators and a "V" 
in front of "52" in July 1975 and sent to Laredo where its 
office was located until the crew moved to Beeville in May 
1977. Party Manager Ken Nippert is aided by Permi t Agent 
Burlis (Slim) Gilbert, who came to Party V-52 in January 
1976 from the old Party V-3 of San Angelo. Slim, another 
long-time Westerner, knows all of the tricks of the trade and 
most of the landowner s in Texas. 

Preparing the senderos for Party V-52 is Surveyor Mike 
Hamlin, who may, at times, have three or four 'dozers 
working on one prospect at a time because of our complex 
recording pattern. As if that were not confus ing enough, all 
of this 'dozing must be done according to rigid requirements 
that are set forth by the landowner. Martin Nurre, formerly 
of Party V-2 in Kansas, is the observer for Party V-52. 
Marty is an ex-Yankee from Iowa and does a good job of 
operating and mainta ining his recording system . 

Heading up the caravan of seven vibrators is Vibrator 
Mechanic Salvador Silva. Salvador sometimes misses his 
lunch keeping all seven of them rolling as client specifica-



tions require six vibrato rs on the line at all times for Party 
V-52's present program. 

As pointed out earlier, the tropical weather in south Texa s 
can sometimes hinder production . Other minor inconven
iences that must be attributed to the tropica l climate are 
fleas, ticks, flies, gnats, spiders, ants, stinging scorpions, 
javelina, coyote, and last, but by no means least, snake s, 
rattlesnakes in particular . A rattlesnake is as common to 
south Texas as the prickly pear, and from March through 
the middle of April they are in full "bloom ." Crew members 
on Party V-52 one day in March 1977 killed 12 rattlers on the 
sendero while working outside Free r , about 60 miles north 
of Laredo. Rattlesnake hunts are held annually at Freer, and 
top dollar is paid by various collectors for live rattle snakes. 
Anybody care to make a few extra buck s? Needless to say, 
everyone stays on gua rd du ring the warm sp ring months of 
the year. 

Some ranchers in south Texas take advantage of the trop i
cal climate and have imported various exotic animals from 
around the world and released them on large game preserves 
near Laredo. Buffalo, giraffe, zeb ra, elk, camel, ost rich, and 
a few alligators and crocodiles and ot her exotic reptiles can 
be observed on these preserve s. 

Several years ago while surveying a line through the John 
Mecom Game Reserve about 20 miles sou th of Laredo along 
the Rio Grande River, Surveyor Helpers Margarito Gar za 
and David Barrientes were chased by a rampaging ostrich. 
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While Party V-52 worked near the 
sh ip channe l to the port of 
Brown sville, Texas, a coast guard 
boat stopp ed to measure the chan
nel , and a shrim p boat, wh ich re
ceived a "smo ot h saili ng" report , 
sped out to the G ult of Mexico . 

Margarito began to run down the sendero and fell into a 
cactus plant in all of the excitement. Their fear of ostriches 
was well justified becau se a few weeks prior to this incident a 
dr illing-rig employee had been attacked and killed by one of 
the wild ostriches. 

One thing that can be said of south Texa s is that there is 
never a du ll moment. When the crews are not dealing with 
the unpredictable wildlife that chew the cables and geophone 
strings into JO or 15 pieces, they are trying to piece tog ether 
the topographic and own ership maps to find out which fence 
line on which map is in the correct posit ion . Most su rveyo rs 
in south Texas have at one time or another found fence lines 
and section lines to be as far as 1,000 feet ofT the position 
shown on the map s. Disputed bounda ry cases fill the courts 
in mo st south Texas counties as landowner s try to determ ine 
exactly where their property stops and their neighbor's 
property begins. 

Meanwhil e, Western's south Texas crews are going to 
continue crossing and criss-crossing the rugged terrain with 
our four-whee l drive equipment and gathering the most ac
curate and detailed seismic data known to the geophys ical 
industry today. All of us in south Texa s consider it a pleas
ure and a challe nge to be such an instrumental part of th e 
world sea rch for new oil and gas deposits to fill the never
ending need s and desires of energy consumer s, and we ex
tend a spec ial invitation to a ll Westerners to stop by for a 
visit while traveling through our area. 

7 



8 

E 1ecutiue Uice President Chosen: 

Two Uice Presidents Elected 

M. HOWARD DINGMAN 
Executive Vice President 

A NNOUNCEMENT of the appo intm ent of M. Howard Ding
J-\.. man to executive vice president of Western Geo
physical Company has been made by President Booth B. 
St range, who at the same time announced the election to 
vice president of both John D. Laker and Ben L. Langston. 

Howard has been a senior vice president of the Company 
since 1971 and has been responsible for Western Hemisphere 
and Far East ope ratio ns and Eastern Hemisphere marine 
operations since 1976. 

Born in Shreveport, Louisiana, Howard was graduated as 
an honor student from Centenary College of Lousiana with 
a bachelor of science degree in geology after serving in the 
United States Navy from 1943 to 1946 as a lieutenant U.g.) 
and pilot. 

Following his graduation, Howard joined Western Geo
physical Company in 1948 as an assistant computer on Party 
38. He was appointed supervisor in 1954 and became a 
specialist in marine operations while in the New Orleans 
facility. He was promoted to vice president for Western 
Hemisphere operations and moved to Western's new 
Houston office in 1965. 

Howard and his wife, Christine, were married soon after 
he came to work for Western. They have four lovely daugh
ters: Kathy, Diane, Terri, and Shelley. The couple also has 
one granddaughter and two grandsons. Howard is an avid 
sports fan and enjoys swimming and tennis as often as his 
limited leisure time permits. He is a member of the Society of 
Exploration Geophys icists and the Geophysical Society of 
Houston. 

John Laker, our new vice president, Gulfand East Coast, 
has been manager of operations of this same area since 1974. 
Since his emp loyment in 1966, he has supervised offshore 
operations in Canada, Mexico, and Colombia and in the 
Gulf and East coasts. 

He was born in Hackensack, New Jersey, and was gradu
ated with a bachelor of science degree in geology from Loui
siana State University in Baton Rouge. 

John's wife, Patsy, a graduate of Louisiana Polytechnic 
Institute, is a former high school teacher who occasionally 
does substitute teaching and is active in church work. The 
Lakers have three chi ldren: Howard is employed by a chem
ical company in H ouston; Laura is a sophomore at South-
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JOHN 0 . LAKER 
Vice Pres ident 

ern Methodist Univers ity; and Tom is a junior in high 
school. 

Ben Langston, vice president, East and Southwest United 
States, was first employed by Western as a compute r on 
Party 21 in 1953, was promoted to superv isor in 1962, and 
has been manager of East and Southwest United States since 
1974. 

A native of Alexandria, Louisiana, Ben earned his bach 
elor of science degree in physics from Southeastern Louisi
ana College. He and his wife, Fred na, whom he met while 
his crew was working in Hatt iesburg, Mississ ippi, have three 
children: Angela, a recent graduate of the Stephe n F . Austin 
State University in Nacogdoches, Texas; Susan, who is cur
rently a student there; and Ben, Jr., a high school student. 

The announcements were made at a dinner at the Petro -

l = _.----
" . 

leum Club in Houston on March 20, hosted by P resident 
Boo th B. Strange and his wife, Laura . Attending were these 
vice presidents of Western and their wives : Nea l P . Cramer, 
Carl H. Savit, V. C. Boyd, Leo J. Dunn, J . M . Hornsby, 
C. W. Nicholls, J. R . Russell, 8. 8. Thigpen, and the guests 
of honor. Also present were: Margaret Ha le, executive as
sistant to the president; Joseph S. Imirie, executive vice 
presid~nt, Litton Industries; Jack Pio, vice president of 
finance, professional services and equipment group, Litton 
Industries; Dr. E. J. (Buck) Mateker, president of Aero 
Service and vice president of Western Geophysical, and his 
wife; and James J . Porter, president, Litton Resources 
Systems, and his wife. Western Vice Presidents Charles W. 
Dick, Denver, and Dam ir S. Skerl , London, were unable to 
attend. 

BEN L. LANGSTON 
Vice President 
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Fossils ann ARt:I.J=act:s 

Ten Million Yea1<s Olnl 
Editor's Note: When Lowell Hull observed his 30th anni
versary with the Company, he mentioned to Vice President 
Charles Dick that he wished that it would be possible to in
clude, in his 30- Year Service story in the PROFILE (see Spring 
1977), a picture of some of the artifacts that he collects. This 
inspired Charles to ask Lowell and several other of Western 's 
known "rock hounds," among them Mel Carlisle, Leonard 
Hoyt, Carl Sivage, and retiree Jack Robinson, to send infor
mation about their mutual hobby to the PROFILE. Their stor 
ies are told below. Each Westerner provided pictures of his 
own collection. 

Story by Melvin W. Car lisle 

I
N THE CENTRAL United States the pioneers of oil-field geol 
ogy were often called "rock hounds," a term that is still 

used today; but now, instead of referring to the professional 
geolog ist, it applies to the amateur mineralogist, lapidar y, 
palaeontologist, and archaeologist. 

Rock hounding is a very pop ular hobby, engaged in by 
millions of people of all ages and from all walks of life. Rock 
clubs have been organ ized throug hout the country, and their 
members go on field trips to gather specimens. They also 
trade specimens, set up lapidar y shops to cut an d polish 
stones, have rock shows to display thei r collection s, and par
ticipate in numerous other activities. A vast number of rock 
hounds are not club members but indulge in much the same 
activ ities. 

Going out just anywhe re looking for specimens will al
most always be a futile search; therefore, the questions 

This fossil leaf from the Green River formation in northeast• 
em Utah was found and collecte d by "r ock hound " Mel Carlisle. 

"Where to look?" and "What to look for?" should be 
answered before a field trip is sta rted. Information to help 
answer these questions may be found in many places. 

The library has books and magazines that are especially 
written for the rock hound. They will give information on 
known locations. Many museums display collect ions of the 
fossils, artifacts, and minerals that are often found locally. 
State geologica l surveys, as do other governmenta l agencies, 
publish geological maps and papers that provide a wealth of 
geological data; and local rock hounds will usually give 
directions to nearby locations. 

Locati ons from the above sources are genera l; therefore, 
the rock hound should not expect, immediately upon arrival 
at the location, to be able to gather specimens or to be suc
cessful on each field trip. The abo ve sources also give only 
known locat ion s, but with experience the rock hound will 
learn to recognize likely places for specime ns although they 
are not known collectors' locations. 

Where To Find Specimens 

For minerals and fossils it is desirable to sta rt searching 
where nature has removed the weathered surface, leaving 
fresh material exposed, such as in ravines, at the base of 
cliffs, and on rock outcrops . 

Artifacts are most abundant around old campsites and 
dwellings; therefore, it is a good rule to look for likely camp
sites-ground that is level, free of rocks, and high enough to 
avoid flooding yet close to a source of water. Most of the 
permanent -type dwellings have collapsed and are covered 
with dirt, leaving mounds that archaeologists will look for in 
some areas. 

Most of my collection has come from geograph ical loca
tions where I have worked. In Wyoming I have found moss 
agate from the Wind River Basin; moss agate from along the 
Sweetwater River (found here it is called sweetwater agate); 
jade; lysite agate, named for the mountains from which it 
comes; and eye agate, jasper , Turrit ella agate, fish scales, 
fish, snails, crinoid stalks, and belemnite. 

In Montana I discovered moss aga te from along the Yel
lowstone River, called Mon tana agate, and numerous 
species of fossilized leaves. In Texas I picked up jasper agate 
and petrified palm wood; in Idaho, fire opa l; and in Cali
fornia, sharks' teeth. 

The first real opportun ity that I had to collect artifacts 
was deep in the Great Libyan Desert, an area so remote and 
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Top left -The se sharks' teeth were found In California's dry 
Interior. Top right- A snail cast and a pen of a belemnlte, a 
remote ancestor of the squid, were found In central Wyoming 
by collector Mel . Carli sle. Above- Turri tell a agate Is ex
tremely hard and Is sought more by the lapidary than the pa
laeontologist , says Mel. Above right- These artifact s, much 
like those found In the United States, came from deep in the 
Libyan desert, proof that people once roamed this now barren 
and uninhabited territory . Right-Thi s ostrich eggshell was 
used as a liquid container by those crossing the Libyan desert. 



Above-Interesting jewelry, such as these bola ties, can 
be made with the artifacts and rocks Leonard Hoyt has 
collected. Below- These hunting points are made of ob
sidian, flint, chert, or quartz. Leonard never digs into 
a campsite but takes only those points that lie exposed. 

Leonard Hoyt is a co llector of artifacts that he can make into 
je welry or that are sim ply pretty to loo k at , such as the al
gae ball th at he sp lit in half and the colony coral (center). 

void of vegetation that it ap peared as though it had never 
been entered by man prior to Western's arriva l; yet there 
were arrowheads, scrape rs, crude potsherds, and other art i-
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facts, evidence that people had been there in some ancient 
time. 

After a specimen is found, ca re shou ld be taken to prevent 
damage to it whi le remov ing it from its matrix and while 
transporting it home . Some of the more fragile fossils and 
artifacts can be destroyed by the slightest jar. Often 
specimens will have to be cleaned and identified after they 
are taken home, and ident ifying an unfamiliar specimen 
often is a very time-consum ing process. 

Characteristics of Minerals 

Mine ra ls are identified by the var ious cha racterist ics that 
they possess . Some cha racte ristics are easily recognized, 
others are more difficult. The most obv ious are color, luster, 
streak, and hard ness. 

Many minerals have quite distinctive color, such as the 
blues and greens of coppe r minerals or the purple of 
amet hyst. Others have a wide range of colo rs . 

"Luster" is the way tha t reflected light affects the appear
ance of the surface of the mineral. T he luster may be metal
lic, silky, pearly, resino us, greasy, or glassy . 

The "st reak" is the colored mark left upon a white, un
glaze d po rcelain plate when a mineral is drawn across its 
surface. T he streak may be different in color than the min
eral, or it may even be colorless. T hose minerals that are 
harder than po rcelain will leave no streak at all. 

The system most widely used to meas ure hardness is the 
Mohs hardness scale . It runs from I through 10. The softest 
mineral, talc, is I; and the hardest, diamo nd , is 10. This does 
not mean tha t the diamond is 10 times harder than talc; in 
fact, diamonds are severa l thousa nd times harde r. Mohs 
picked certain com mon minera ls an d assigned them progres
sive nu mbers. One Moh s number is not any definite amount 
ha rder than the prev ious num ber but simply is harder. 

T hough these characterist ics will not identify all minerals, 
they are the ones tha t can be most easi ly determined. Other 
characteristics are determ ined by lab tests, which are beyond 
the means of the average rock houn d. 

Th e mineralogist will try to collect as many different kinds 
of minera ls as he can, and he will always keep his best speci
me n of any certain minera l. Some minera logists specialize in 
certai n types of minera ls. Fluoresce nt minera ls are an exam
ple. When exposed to ult ravio let light, they transform this 
invisib le rad iation into visible colo rs, often very rad iant and 
of spectac ular beauty . This process is often used in identify. 
ing certa in minera ls. 

Preservation of Fossils 

A palaeonto logist is one who studies fossils. A fossil is evi
dence of prehistoric life and is preserved most often in sedi
mentary roc k, whethe r a plant imprint , footprint, or bone. 

Fossils are preserved in severa l different ways. " Preminer
alizatio n" occurs when organic mater ials decay and ground 
water soaks into the pores, deposi ting minerals. In "carbon-
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ization" the organism is preserved as a thin film of carbon in 
the enclosing rock. The general outline of the original plant 
or animal is often retained. 

A "mold " is an impre ssion of an animal or plant in rock. 
Where the original organism has been removed from a mold 
and replaced by sedime nt, the original form, called a cast, 
will be reproduced. "Replacement" or "petrifaction" takes 
place when water has dissolved the original organism and re
placed it with minerals. Enclosure in tar or amber, freezing 
in ice, or drying in caves are other means of preservation. 

The palaeontologist may choose to study and collect just 
certain types of fossils or a certain type from a particu lar 
geological time: algae of the Precambrian era, leaf prints, or 
fish of the Tertiary period. He mu st devote a great deal of 
time to research and will undoubtedly find himself back
tracking to libraries and museums and talking with other 
palaeontologists in an effort to determine the identity and 
age of specimens in his collection. 

Treatment of Gemstones 

The lapidary is the craftsman, the artist of rock hounds. 
With skillful hand and talented eye he will shape, polish, 
and display a gemstone to bring out its beauty to the best ad
vantage, most often in the form of jewelry. 

The average rock hound will frequently make his gem
stone into cabochons (commonly called cabs). A cab is a 
gemstone with its surface ground and polished in a convex 
shape. An opaque gem will almost always look its best as a 
cab. 

To make a stone into a cab, it first must be cut to the 
desired thickness and roughly to the desir ed shape; this is 
done with a diamond-bladed saw. The final shaping is done 
by grinding the stone on a revolving wheel, belt, or disc in 
three or four stages; each stage uses an abrasive progres 
sively finer than the previous stage . After the stone is 
shaped, it is polished, which is the final stage in making a 
cab. Polishing is done with a polishing compound on a re
volving pad and will bring out the colors' most beautiful 
shades and put a gloss on the surface of the stone. 

1 have not gone into detail nor have I discussed many 
other aspects of "rock hounding," including crystals collect
ing, faceting, tumbling gemstones, casting meta ls, gem 
carvings, or silversmithing. I hav e briefly described a few 
topics that are good representatives of the many different 
activities of the hobbyist called rock hound. 

(Among Western's other rock hounds are Instrument 
Supervisor Leonard Hoyt, Field Equipment Supervisor 
Lowell Hull, and veteran Permit Agent Carl Sivage. The 
three men, who all have worked mostly in the Rocky Moun
tain states, are collectors of artifacts, semiprecious stones, 
and dinosaur bones. - Ed.) 

J EONARD HOYT'S first intere st in the field of rock 
L hounding was in Indian artifacts-arrowheads, 
scrapers, and ch ips, which are the sma ll pieces of rock cast 
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This petrified wood (wood turned to stone) 
is in Leonard Hoyt's artifacts collection. 

One of the best hunting grounds for fossilized fish is in Wyo• 
ming, according to many of Western 's avid fossil collectors. 

Embedded in this agate, from Wyoming, are oyster shells. 
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Top lef t-W ar clubs made by American Indians were among col• 
lector Leonard Hoyt 's first interest in the varied field kno wn 
as " rock hounding ." Top right-Leonard found these " Apache 

This very large lump of algae was fo und in 
Wyomin g by fossil co llector Leonard Hoyt. 

Tears" in Utah. Above lef t-Arro wheads and other Indian arti• 
fac ts were the first items that Leonard collec ted. Above right 
-Leonard also found these corn -grinding stones used by Indians . 
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This fossilized dinosaur bone is one of the many items that 
have been collected over the years by Westerner Leonard Hoyt. 

away when the Indian made his too ls - a hob by that he 
learned from his parents when they went artifact hun ting 
and took their three childre n with them . 

This veteran Westerner's arrow heads (called points) are 
made of obsidian, flint, cher t , or quartz . He never digs int o 
a campsite or old dwelling to obtain his points but picks up 
only those pieces that lie exposed by natura l eros ion . 

Leonard's interest in rock hunti ng ca me much late r than 
his interest in ar tifacts . It was not until he had starte d wor k-
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ing for Western an d had met Permit Agent Jack Robinson, 
now retired, that he bega n to collect rocks . Today Leonard 
collects gemstones, conglomerate (rocks consisting of 
pebbles that are cemented together), dinosaur bones, and, in 
fact, any roc k that loo ks as if it might cut and polish well for 
cost um e jewel ry and ring sett ings . Many of these types of 
rocks are found in glacial depos its. 

" My in teres t in roc ks has not been dimini shed by the non 
collector who once warne d me, 'Eve rytime you bend down 
to pick up a rock, you lose a ma rble,'" says Leonard . 

Lowe ll H ull and Car l Sivage feel the same way as 
Leo nard . Both collect semiprecious stones, Indian art ifacts, 

Above-Carl Sivage sits behind some 
of his collection of rocks and Indian 
artifacts (bottom) in the living room 
of his home. Left-Carl Sivage's ar· 
row points, although they look simi• 
lar, came from many different areas . 
Most of the ones in the top row are 
from Colorado; most of the next are 
from Utah; rows three and four are 
filled with points from Wyoming. The 
bottom row features points from Ar• 
kansas , Texas , and Oklahoma , with 
many of them found on what is known 
as the "Trail of Tears ," so ca lled 
because of the number of Indians who 
became sick and died while travel
ing on it from Tennessee to Arkansas. 
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Included in Cart Sivage's display of artifacts are ham
mers, scrapers, spear points, grinders, and a bowl, as 
well as a moccasin or shoe last, a scalping knife, an awl, 
a celt used to smooth containers, and a shaft straight
ener for arrows. Some of the points decorated dresses. 

fossil fish and leaves, and dino saur bone s. Lowell began 
collecting artifacts in 1960 and later fossils and scones and 
has found them in Nevada, Wyoming, Utah, New Mexico, 
Colorado, Texas, and Arizona. 

Carl collects not only artifact s and fossils but bottle s, 
barbed wire, and lamp s, too. His interest in rock hounding 
began when he and his family were living on a farm near the 
United State s Civil War battlefield of Prairie Gro ve, Arkan 
sas, where he found several lead bullet s. From there it was a 
short step to collecting fossils and Indian artifact s, most of 
which he finds exposed to the air rather than buried by time 
in old camp sites. 

Book s and directorie s are highly recommend ed by Lowell 
and Carl as methods of determining where to look for speci
mens and how to determine exaclly what the specimens are 
and their history. Carl has also received advic e as to where 
to look from people whom he and wife Evelyn have met 
during their travels with Western. In addition to collectin g 
artifacts from the Rocky Mountain states, the Sivages also 
have obtained artifact s found in 1903 in North Dakota and 
some found in 1936 in Arkan sas. 

Both Carl and Lowell mount and display their collection s 
in their home s, and Car l also make s some jew elry, such as 
belt buckle s, earring s, rings, and tie clasps . 
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These arrowheads are on display in Lowell Hull's living room. 

Artifacts collec tor Lowell Hull made these clocks with rocks 
that he has found during his travels on the " doodlebug trail." 



With a litt le bit of ingenu i ty, many things can be made from 
ancient artif acts, and in this case Lowell made ashtrays. 

{One of Western's mosr avid rock hounds is retiree Jack 
Robinson. Although he modestly characterizes himself as a 
"pebble puppy" in terms of knowledge about the subject, he 
was the one who first stimulated Leonard's interest in 
co/feeling rocks, just as his own interest in coffecting semi
precious stones was sparked by Carl, and has gone coffect
ing with almost every other rock hound who has ever worked 
for Western. Jack says that rock hounding is similar to an
other hobby of his, fishing. Only the terrain and the tools are 
different. -Ed.) 

Story by Jack N. Robinson 

To GO FISHING with me, your tackle mus t consist of one 
long-handled shove l, one pick, one-half dozen assorted 

chisels, one long pry bar, one th ree-pound crack hammer, 
and one rock hammer. We shall need a four-wheel drive 
vehicle to get to the "fish ing hole." 

The re a long the top of the mou ntains about 15 miles 
northwest of Kemmere r , Wyoming, we shall find a high 

These shale bluffs on top of the mountains near Kemmerer , Wyom ing, have made excellent " fi shing hol es" for retiree Jack N. Robinson. 



Right-II a person has as muc h knowledge of 
" fishi ng" as " pebble puppy" Jac k Robinson, it 
is poss i ble to split a fo ssilized rock in 
half and come up with a Phareodus, also split 
i n tw o. Below-This Diplom ystus is an ex
ampl e of the kind of fish that Jack Robinson 
is " catching " on the shale bluffs in Wyoming. 
Below r ight-Doubles , or fos s ilized fish that 
are split just right , are wh at every coll ector 
or " fisherman " of ancient fish is angling for. 

~~ ~ \)\ i','\)~'t, ~~~ \.'\\~"-.1,'\\~,'t. ~,":.~'\m -i:'' "'\'\\~ "&\S:. \'\) 'i,

s17fzecf in rhe bl uffs fr om approx frnacely cwo teer fr om tli e cop 
of the shale to approximately 16 or 18 feet deep. 

These fish lived in a fresh-water lake about 11 miles wide 
and 35 miles long in the Eocene epoch of 60 million years 
ago in the Green River format ion. The specimens a~e ap
proximately 50 million years old and consist of alligator gar
fish, lizards, birds, sting rays, crayfish, and six other types of 
fish. I have found five of those six: Knightia, Diplomystus, 
Priscacara, Mioplos us, and Phareodus. 

Standing on top of the mounta ins where I dig, one can see 
the white bluffs for miles aro und - all with fish preserved in 
them. I also have found fish in hard shale around Farson, 
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~~m\"\\ "e,, ~\\\\\ ,a-,"\\<;)\\."' <;:>'\~<;:>c'K~1)n ni 1:,, "\'J )'Oming; in the 
shale 25 mffes south of Green River, Wyoming; and at 
Sentina l Butte, North Dakota. 

Carl Sivage, Leonard Hoyt, and I have dug up lots of 
dinosaur bones aro und Co rtez, Colorado; and Carl, Melvin 
Carlisle, and I have found about 20 different species of fossil
ized leaves approximately 60 miles southeast of Vernal, 
Utah . In the summer of 1976 I found about 200 pounds of 
dinosaur bones in the East Desert 50 miles east of Salina, 
Utah. 

If God's willing and the creek don't rise, I will be there 
this summer. So come on, fellows and gals- Let's go 
fishing! 
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Ii 
Looking Back 

in the 

20 YEARS AGO 
June 1958 

NE OF WESTERN's best field crews (Party 37) and two of 
its 110-foot seismic boats (the Kay and Johnny 

Walkers) are working with Champlin Oil & Refining 
Company in Panamania n waters . . . . John W. (Spider) 
Webb's first job since his grad uatio n from college was with 
Western; it has been his only job since then .. . . In 
Venezuela with Party 87 are Del Letourneau, ru nning the 
survey; R. D. (Copper) Carrington, in charge of the shop; 
and Tom Sergeant, herdi ng the drills. In Party 87's field 
office are Julian Potter and Bill Zaldivar . .. . Party 17's 
office force in Anchorage, Alaska, which includes Party 
Chief C. Q. (Quin) Williams and Ch ief Computer Garry 
Dormandy, has "quit keeping count of the records. We just 
weigh them now." .. . Senior Comp uter John Hlastala has 
done a bit of traveling from Party 9's headquarte rs in P rice, 
Utah, having spent a week's time in both Ca lifornia and 
Minnesota. . . . A familiar face is missing on P arty 20 in 
Hobbs, New Mexico. On Pa rty Chief Leo Dunn's depa rture 
from there to Venezuela, Ben Langston, formerly with Party 
33, joined the crew. A new face was also added with the 
birth in August of a son, Terry, to Mary and "Mickey" 
Nash . ... Pa rty Chief Bill Calledare, who left Party F-57 in 
Italy to become a sea-going "dood lebugger" with the 
Persian Gulf operation, was replaced by Dave Scharf. 
Others on Party F-57 include A ugusto Brenda, Ugo 
Picchiani, and Luigi Moniz . ... Henry Salvatori, who 
visited the Milan office during the sum mer, suggested a 
safety award program , with an award to be given for each 
180-day accident-free period. Party F-5, under Party Chief 
Giorgio Forlani and Supervisor Antonino Bucare/li, was the 
first recipient of the awar d . . .. At P arty 21 's third consecu
tive Safety Dinner, Party Chief James Denniston congratu 
lated the crew for its fine safety reco rd , and Safety Awards 
were presented to James M. Taylor, Roscoe Sullivan, Dale 
Morgan, and Vonnie Walling . .. . Perso nnel who now 
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maintain headquarters in the Shreveport office include 
Booth B. Strange, Neal P. Cramer, J. G. Ferguson, Charles 
W. Nicholls, Bruce Pack, Paul Jones, Charles P. Stegall, 
and Margaret Hale . ... With the arrival of 9-pound, 
4 ½-ounce Jon M ichael on December 13, Superv isor John 
Ad ams' house hold in Bakers field, Ca lifornia, now has a 
mixed quartet. ... As the WESTERN PROFILE goes to press, 
we have received reports tha t the Jackson Creek was com
mandeere d in Beirut by the U.S. Amb assador to Leba non, 
Robert McC/intock, to evacuate 53 America n nat iona ls in 
mid-May. 

10 YEARS AGO 
Summer 1968 

Helping Party 73 and the Bayou Chico prepa re for an 
operation in the Java Sea are Keith Leavitt, Supervisor Zane 
H. Baker, and Instrument Supervisor Orval F. Brannan. 
.. . Party F-57 personnel is almost enti rely composed of 
Sicilians except for Party Manager R omano Tassi, substitut
ing for Gino Banzi, who is on holidays; Mechanic-Driller 
A ntonio Lupone; and Shooter Rienzo Fontana . ... No 
story of the Western of Canada head office wou ld be com
plete without mention of Warner Lo ven, vice president and 
manager of ope rations; Field Supervisor R. A. (Dick) 
Mercer, who is kept busy trave ling from clients to interpre
tat i-ve offices to the head office to field crews; Al Chandler, 
the purc hasing agent; Ed Selzer, our inst rument supervisor ; 
Obse~ver Jim Neis; and Drill-Mechanica l Supervisor Mike 
Hanson . ... Jock Coull and Roger Henningsgard share d 
party managi ng duties on Party F-81 in December. Ray 
Whitt is supervis ing the operati on and drops in every two 
weeks and enjoys one of Jock's fine meals .... Working 
with P arty 84 in and aro und Freeport, Texas, and Gra nd 
Isle, Louis iana, are Par ty Manage r A. R. Leake, Co-or dina
to r Russell Brown, and Assistant Observe r Don Birdsong . 
. . . Party 34's new crew member is the baby girl who ar
rived at the Ron Bakke residence in January. Her name is 
Dayna, and she weighed in at 7 pou nds and 9 ounces. 
. .. Party Manage r Cleo Satterwhite left his family behind 
in Quanah, Texas , so that they could finish schoo l while he 
joined Party V-3 in Rocksprings, Texas . ... Par ty Man
ager Roy Morris took Party 93 on a five-day outi ng to get to 
the prospect in Alaska. Included in the convoy were Emery 
Dowst; Willis Smith ; and Paul Gould; Chief Observer Joe 
(Bubba) Buschmihle, who bro ught up the ta il; an d Instru
ment Supervisor Ben Niehenke, who rode sho tgun in the re
cording truc k .. . . Joseph A . Holton observed his 30th 
anniversary with Western on May I. . . . Bubba Buschmihle 
found himse lf on the receiving end of a 25-Year Service P in 
upon coming to Anchorage on break from a remo te Alaskan 
prospect. . .. Februa ry 21 marked the opening of the Com
pany's Alaskan administrative office. Those Westerners 
using it included Supervisor C. Q. Williams, Assis tant 
Supervisor W. T. Brooks, Compu ters Jim Sallee and Ralph 
Knapp, and Chief Comp uter Walt Kellen. 
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Above- This Is typical of Party F-61's work area In northeast
em British Columbla. Below-Jack pines and frozen muskeg 
covered with snow are common In northeastern Briti sh Columbia. 



PARTY F-61-NORTHEASTERN 
BRITISH COLUMBIA . .. 

ROSS BROWN, Reporter-Photogra pher 

The following conversatio n was recently ove rh eard in 
Fort Nelson, British Columbi a : 

"H i! Welcome to Western Party F-61, and welcome to 
beautiful British Columbia - beautiful if you like muskeg 
and the tamarack, that is . You thoug ht that the flight up was 
rough, eh? Well, just wait until you see what they call roads 
up here. With an average of more than five different pros 
pects per month, you will be seeing a Jot of those bus h roads . 
Believe me, there will be times when you feel that you are 

doing more trucking than 'doo dlebugging .' Mind you, it is a 
great way to see the northeast corner of British Columbia 
and some of Alberta and the Northwest Territor ies. 

"Come on, I will help you with your gear and show you 
around . The tall, b lond Norwegian over there is our pa rty 
manager and father confessor, RoGER H ENNINGSGARD. He is 
a great guy to work for. He is ta lking to the Party F-61 field 
clerk, Ross BROWN, and the supplyman, GORDON FLETCH
ER. GORD is a whiz at finding those one -of-a-k ind truc k pa rts 
on a Sunday afternoon when everything is loc ked up . 

"That pair of boots sticking out from under that cable 
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truc k be longs to WARREN FLETCHER (no relation to GORD 
even though they both come from t he same hometown, 
Beave rlodge, Albe rta) . WARREN is our water ha uler and 
mech anic, and he is respo nsible for keep ing the recor ding 
crew on the road . That is one job I do no t envy ! 

''The two guys in the shop, conversi ng in German , are 
GusTAV KUHNAST an d HERMAN ScHWARZ (alias H ERBIE). 
H ERBIE sums up his philoso phy of be ing a seismic mecha nic 
in four simple words- 'B oogie 'ti l it breaks' (or some thing 
like that) . Gus moved to Can ada this past fall from 
Germany. Nee dless to say, he is not quite learn ing the 
Queen's Engl ish in a seismic camp . There a re a few phrases 
that he will have to unlearn once he gets out of the bush. 

"Speak ing of swear ing, our dr illers ca n usually find some-

Party F-61 Driller Lyle Peterson 
(left) and Drill Helper Dan Har• 
rison ignore the Canadian scenery 
while they complete their task. 

thing or other about wh ich to do that. The bunch ove r there, 
those are the drillers -M ARK SANNERUD, HAL FINDLAY, 
DENNIS BROWN, KIM LOSSING, GERALD REBER, DELL SMITH, 
DANNY H ARRISON, LYLE PETERSON, MORGAN PARRY, and 
WAYNE HYNES, whose helper is Gus Mc LEAN. DELL and 
Gus are local Fo rt Ne lson men. 

"That jovial Santa Claus-like figure ove r there is no ne 
othe r than STEVE Nov AK, observer extraordinaire. With him 
a re Shooters AL CLARK and JOHN RYAN and the ir helper, 
CARL BLOMER. Party F-6l's 'j ug' crew is made up entirely of 
Indian and Metis boys from Wabasca, Albe rta. It m ust be a 
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little hard to figure out what is happening on the line when 
the radio is buzzing away merrily in Cree. Matters out there 
are further comp licated by the fact that there are four 
DECOrNES (RoY, LEO, MIKE, and FEux) and two ALOOKS 
(H ERMAN and LEONARD). Out there as well are CARL 
YELLOWKNEE, LLOYD GLADUE, and WILFRED CARDINAL. 
STEVE and his band (excuse the pun) of followers are really 
shoot ing up a storm up here. 

"That is the kitchen - want some coffee? Our cook here is 
JoHN BRAUN. JottN has been with Western for 11 years now . 
Helping him is another 'o ld-timer,' STAN LAWRENCE. Camp 
attendant duties are take n care of by WALTER KERR. This is 
WALT'S first year with Western. The cook over there, in the 
recording camp, is LAURENT GAGNE. H e is another one who 
is new to Western, and he is doing a fine job of keeping 
those hungry 'jug hounds' happy. 

"There are a few other faces that you will see occasionally 
drifting around Party F-6l' s camp. They belong to Boa 
PROCYCHYN, Russ KLAPRAT, Douo DwERNJCHUK, and 
GoRO J OHNSON, our surveyor s from Felix. J OHN ZACHARJAS 
is our catsk inn er, and CHRIS LYNAM (affectionate ly known 
as BAND-Arn) is the first-aid man. 

"Well, that is about it. You will be bunking over here. 
Breakfast call is at 6 A.M." 

Pa rty F-61 extends it sincere best wishes to all of our 
Western friends and colleag ues. 
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The famous Si~pson Trail , which was also used by Party F-61, 
is ab~ut 15 miles south of the Northwest Territories border . 

... 

PARTY V-11-PRUDHOE BAY, ALASKA . . . 

PAUL WISDOM, Reporter -Photographer 

Some call it a resort ... the last reso rt. 
We are too many thousands of miles away to think about 

home or a short flight to Fairbanks. Sunny days on the open 

Field Superv isor Stewart Mitchell (left) and Party V-11 Helper 
John Bragg look over some of the crew 's equipment in Alaska. 



tundra are followed by a raging ground blizzard . We see the 
indescribable northern lights along with the dangers of 
frostbite. This is all part of the magical feeling that working 
in the Arctic brings to Party V-11. 

Prudhoe Bay and the shores of the Arctic Ocean lie 250 
miles north of the Arctic Circle. Discovered in 1826 by Sir 
John Franklin, the bay had remained virtually unknown 
until its "rediscovery" as the o il-rich area it is; and where 
there is oil there is the need to know how deep and how 
much. 

Coming from all parts of the United States, approximate
ly 35 men are now working on this prospect for Party V-11 
under Field Supervisor STEWART MITCHELL. Several, such as 
Vibrator Mechanic SONNY BoYD and Observer RlcH 
GRAVES, have worked for Western in many areas of North 
America and in other parts of the world, Many on the cable 
crew are finding out for the first time what working for 
Western is all about. Many others, who have come from 
other Western prospects, are finding that working in the 
Alaskan Arctic is a very different experience. 

Whether cheechako (Alaskan greenhorn) or loca l resi
dent, no one escapes the pressures of isolation that working 
in a North Slope camp creates . There are no bars, no tele
vision, no movies; and we are 10 miles from the nearest tele
phone. All of us work, however, at offsetting the disadvan 
tages. There is always a cribbage board in the diner and 
Party V-11 Cook GENE MILTON is a worthy opponent. 

Alaskans on the crew are reluctant to miss their week's R 
& R (rest and recreation) each month. For us it is only a two
hour flight to Anchorage and the big-city life and/or on to 
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Vibrator Mechanic Jack Cornelius 
is pausing during his daily rou
tine in Alaska to smile (?) for 
Party V-11's busy photographer. 

Snow is everywhere, but Party V-11 
Surveyor Bill Bolscheid does not 
seem to notice the lack of va
riety in the Alaskan countryside. 
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home in the woods, where there are green trees and quiet, no 
roaring vehicles and generators. Those from the States 
usually stay six or seven weeks before making the long, ex
pensive flight outside. 

Traveling from one part of the prospect to another can 
sometimes be quite a challenge for Party V-11. When the fog 
and blowing snow combine to reduce visib ility to as little as 
a few feet, many are left with that "which way to camp?" 
feeling. Survey stake to survey stake and a sharp eye for half
covered tracks, however, will usually get one home. 

Long are the days, though, when you have worked from 
7 A.M. to 7, 8, or 9 P.M., more than half of it in the dark. The 
increasing daylight as the short arctic summer approaches is 
more than welcomed by Party V-ll - it is celebrated-with 
more work, until 10 P.M., 11 P.M., or 12 midnight. The 
season is short, with lots to be done. Early breakup could 
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Party V-11 Helper John Bragg prepares for a ride on one of the 
most useful means of transportation in Alaska-a snowmobile. 

Cold Vibrator Mechanic Felix Pipkin is taking a break from his 
chores w ith Party V-11, which is based at Prudhoe Bay, Alaska. 

possibly halt our work sooner than the May 15 deadline for 
this winter's contract . All of the job must be done while the 
tundra is frozen as it is much too fragile to support work 
crews in the summer. The area is also dotted with hundreds 
and hundreds of lakes, posing challenges to Surveyor B1u 
BoLSCHEID, DAVE RICHARDSON, GARY GROTTS, MATI 
PANCRATZ, and Helper JIM HoADLY. 

Party V-11 "juggies" venture forth daily, Jed by their 
faithful cable pusher, JOHN (ROCKET MAN) BRAGG; they 
trudge across the tundra for mile after mile, leaving in their 
wake a stream of cable and geophones. Involved in this 
arduous task are those on the cable crew: DouG BAKER, 
MIKE CARTER, MIKE MooRE, DALE CoRBrN, JOHN TrNvow, 
KEN DANEER, DA VE SORG, BILL VAN HOOSE, DA VE GIBSON, 
and Eo HuMERlC. Scattered through the area are caribou, 
wandering and feeding constantly, feeding and wandering. 
Signs of fox and wolf are common as they follow the 
caribou, watching and waiting for one to slow, to know it is 
his turn to go. Occasionally out of boredom or for fun, of 
course, they attack a cable or string of geophones, just to let 
Party V-11 know whose territory we are really in . 
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Helping us to complete our prospect on time are: Vibrator 
Operators RON DIVELBISS, REX STEVENSON, and H. ED 
WRIGHT; Mechanics JERRY MORK and FELIX PIPKIN and 
DwrGHT TOFT, mechanic's helper; Observer DALE HoYT; 
Field Clerk RICHARD MOFFAT; Cook RoN BYKOFF; 
Electrician ANDY ANDERSON; Helpers DAN BERGMANN, 
GARY BRODERICK, ]IM HARTJE, HARRY TARVER, TIM 
HOLTY, and PAUL WrsDoM; and Camp Attendant DON 
WIVELL. 

PARTY V-18-WOODLAND , CALIFORNIA ... 

TONY SMITH, Reporter 
NOLEN A. WEBB, Photographer 

Party V-18 is a five-man vibrator crew that has been under 
contract for the past five years to the same client. In those 
years we have been based in Woodland, California, but the 
crew spends most of the time on continuous spike jobs all 
over California. In the summer months we work along the 
coast around Paso Robles, Santa Maria, and Ventura . It is 
very beautiful in these areas, and we all look forward to 
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Above-Since "taking over'' Party V-18 In June 1977, VI• 
brator Mechanic Tony Smith Is responsible for seeing 
that the paperwork of the crew, based In Woodland, Cal• 
lfornia, is completed. Below-P arty V•18's vibrators 
"work down the line" northwest of Shafter, California. 
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Left-Party V-18's newest member is Vibra
tor Operator Mark Swisher, who joined the 
crew last December in Wood land, Califor
nia. Below left-Lead Vibrator Operator 
Joe Johnson rests in his cab before contin
uing with the day's wo rk for Party V-18. 
Below-Vibra tor Operator Bob Durfee is new 
to Western, joining the crew last Augusl 

Vibrator Operator Roger Paulson 
is training as a vibrator mechan
ic on vibrators-only Party V-18, 
based in Woodland, California. 
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working there, not only for the nice scenery but also for the 
fantastic night life. 

We also spend a lot of time in Bakersfield, California, 
mostly during the winter months because there is less rainfall 
there; so we are rarely out of work because of the weather. 
Bakersfield is a fine city to work out of becau se it is an oil 
town; so we have no problem getting the supplies and parts 
that we need. It also has great night life to satisfy everyone's 
tastes in entertainment. 

The vibrator mechanic, who also takes care of the paper
work, is TONY SMITH, who has been on the crew for more 
than three years. He took over Party V-18 last June for GUY 
SMITH, who is now helping supe rvise the vibrator crews on 
the West Coast. 

Vibrator Operator ROGER PAULSON, a diesel-mechanic 
graduate from Carson, North Dakota, is out here now train
ing as a vibrator mechanic and getting spoiled by California 
weather. 

JoE JoHNSON, the lead operator on the crew, started with 
Western in Vallejo, California, on a TEREPULSE ® crew, 
went with Party V-4 to Texas, then returned to California on 
Party V-21. He has been on Party V-18 since last August and 
has enjoyed the working conditions on the crew . JOE is 
married, and he and wife CONNIE have two children, son 
JOE, JR., and daughter JOETT. 

Party V-18 is BoB DURFEE's first and only crew with 
Western since he started work last August. Married the past 
five years to FRAN, he has two boys, ROBERT, JR., and 
WACO. 

The newest member to Party V-18 is MARK SWISHER, who 
joined us in December. He makes his home in Bakersfield 
and in the past has worked on Party V-21 as a vibrator 
operator. 

Last July Party V-18 received four new Western-built 
Y-900 vibrators that have been working just as well as they 
look. The roomy cab is a real treat for any vibrator opera
tor. It is the opinion of many on the crew, however, that our 
old vibrators did have more character, and they were missed 
for some time. 

PARTY F-41-DRAYTON VALLEY, ALBERTA .. . 

ROSS BROWN, Reporter 
DANNY STROICH, Photographer 

Party F-41 began operations in the Drayton Valley area of 
central Alberta in October 1977. Recently this area has be
come a hotbed of seismic activity. (In other respects things 
are not hot, considering that the thermometer outside reads 
-40 ° F.) The crew is under the capable supervision of Party 
Manager DANNY STROICH, and assisting him in his duties is 
our relief party manager -permit agent, JIM RESTA, who has 
just returned from South America. Helping with the paper
work and administrative details is Field Clerk Ross BROWN. 

The drills and vehicles are under the constant care of 
Mechanic BERNTE BLOMER, who, in his struggle to maintain 
them in perfect condition, rece ives a helping hand from JIM 
SAMPSON. Also doing his utmost is our supplyman, RoY 
HAMILL. 
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Party Manager Danny Strolch catches up on some of Par• 
ty F-41's paperwork as Mechanic Bernie Slomer looks on. 

Cook Marcel VIiieneuve looks amazed to SH Party F-41's 
photographer In his kitchen In Drayton Valley, Alberta. 

Almost all of the Western personnel out this way in Al
berta know Cook MARCEL VrLLENEUVE for his unusual sense 
of humor and his culinary specialties . Cook's H elper DON 
GRIFFETH and Camp Attendant JOHN SUTHERLAND keep 
things around the kitchen and the rest of camp running 
smoothly . 

All of the members of the drill crew on Party F-41 are rela
tive newcomers to Western. In spite of the muskeg bog and 
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Helper Jim Sampson (left) and Junior Observer Gerry King are 
preparing to take a shot for Party F-41 in Alberta, Canada. 
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the occasional breakdowns and parts shortages, Drillers 
TERRY KOWALCHUK, EARL SNYDER, and DAVE CHARTRAND 
are maintaining their production levels. As they face these 
challenges, they receive solid support from Helpers JACOB 
KLEINSASSER, BRIAN CLEASE, and JOHN BAKER. 

While Party F-41 's drill crew is setting a demanding pace, 
Observer RICK MADDEN and Junior Observer GERRY KING 
are keeping the recording crew in hot pursuit, and " J ug 
Hound s" RANDY PAUL, DouG JAMES, STEVE GOODWIN, 
CLAUDE MARTIN, LES MATULIC, ScoTT HORSMAN, and 
STEVE KEMP are staying in top shape. In the midst of all of 
the activity Shooter BrtL RUSSELL and Helper GLEN KING are 
very busy. 

Water-hauling dut ies are being handled by SAM (THE 
WATERMAN) MOSIMAN, a long-time friend of Western. Sur
vey work is being done by BoB and MICHAEL EMBLAU and 
BERNIE CooK, and BARRY ATKINSON of Felix Survey. 

Part y F-41 extends best wishes to all of our Western 
colleagues. 
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Abo ve-Relaxing on their bunks following a hard day's 
work with Party F-41 in the Drayton Valley , Alberta, 
are Helpers Doug Nickerson (from the left ), Claude Mar
t in, and Doug James . Below-Party F-41 Helper John 
Baker (left ) and Driller Earl Snyder discuss thei r day . 

PARTY V-15-PAKISTAN ... 

STAN NEBEN, Reporter 
DAN EMBRY, Photographer 

• 

The past year found Party V-15 in a wide variety of terrain 
separated by many miles of camp moves. We started 1977 by 
moving down to the lower area of the Sind Province of 
Pakistan. This area is farmland, on which cotton, rice, and 
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Discussing the current Party V-15 
camp move during a short break 
in the trip in Pakistan are Ob
server Peter Went (from the left) , 
Party Manager Stan Neben, and 
Vibrator Technician Shig Ussman. 

sugar cane are grown. It was here that Surveyor DAVE 
STROUD and Party Manager STAN NEBEN contracted 
hepatitis; but thanks to some long hours by Surveyor 
MUHAMMAD SADDIQUE and the aid of Supervisor MEL 
WEIDNER, who came from Egypt to help us out, the work 
went on as usual. 

From the Sind we moved to the Baluchi stan Pro vince to 
do a special job in the mountains near Sibi. Due to the lack 

Party V-15 Vibrator Operators Nawab Khan (from the left), Mu• 
hammad Ayub, Abdul Waheed , lrfan Ussman , Gulam Hussein , Ali 

of roads into the area, all of the equipment was load ed onto 
trains and shipped to the site where the work was done from 
a fly (tent) camp. Th e temperature was 128 °F. on the day 
that the crew arrived in Sibi. The Paki stan Army was used 
to protect the crew in this remote area. 

on·e of the chief hazards of this area, painfully discovered 
by Observer PAUL COOPER, Vibrator Mechanic TED 
GLIDDEN, Vibrator Operator MUHAMMAD Au, and Driver 

Muhammad, and Glenn Smi th strike a relaxed , happy pose next to 
the eroded terrain of Phindi-Gheb, in northwestern Pakistan. 



A miniature Moslem mosque is isolated in the 

o a istan's Rahamiyar Khan area. Party V-15 took this view f p k 

30 



In the foothills of the Himalaya Mountains in the Northwest 
Frontier Province of Pakistan, local women are carrying fodder. 

A camel caravan near Ismael Khel in the Northwest Frontier 
Province , Pakistan , pauses only momentarily in its long trip. 



BUDA KHAN, is the sand fly, which Jays its eggs under the 
skin. When the eggs hatch, deep and painful sores are 
caused . Special medicine was flown from London to treat 
the men . 

From Sibi Party V-15 once again undertook the long trip 
north. On the move we were joined by Mechanic GEORGE 
AKERSON and Vibrator Technician DAN EMBRY. Mechanic 
GREGORY SMJTH left us at this time to be married and return 
to the States. 

The Party V-15 crew, including approximately 45 local 
hires, worked the rest of the year in the area west of Islam-

A group of the Pathan tr ibespeople of the Northw est Frontier 
Province in Pakistan gather around Party V-15's photographer. 

abad. DA VE STROUD and MUHAMMAD SADDIQUE were busy 
survey ing and herding two bulldozers. 

In October Chief Computer RALPH KNAPP decided that 
after seven years in the heat of Paki stan he liked the cold of 
Alaska better. He joined his wife, GRACE, in Ohio, and they 
drove to Alaska (Ancho rage). He was replaced by NoRMAN 
LENZ, who transferred from Tripo li. 

Throughout December Party V-15 Administrator HUGH 
NELSON and Secretary Ro N DABoo were busy making plane 
reservations as all were planning their Christmas holidays. 
After much deliberation and many dinner-table discu ssion s, 
Assistant Observer LARRY ERICKSON went to Japan; and 
Surveyor DAVE STROUD and Ob server PETER WENT, with 
his wife, ANN, headed home to England . New arr ival 
Mechanic WILLIAM GEORGE RILEY also traveled to England 
to see•his wife and children. Brr.L's wife was expecting a baby 
in February. (He was later notified by telegram that he is the 
father of a 6-pound, 9-ounce baby girl. -Ed.) TED GLIDDEN 
was off to Manila; GEORGE AKERSON had pressing business 
in South Dakota; the NEBEN family made it to Bangkok; 
NORMAN LENZ went to Sri Lanka (Ceylon) to add some 
"gems" to his collection; Resident Manager STEVE WIN
BORN and wife PHYLLIS made a short trip to India to visit the 
Taj Mahal; and DAN EMBRY also visited India. 

After Christmas we all returned to work to find that we 
were headed south again. After a few weeks' work in lower 
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Party V-15 local hires unhitch the kitchen following a camp 
move to Phindi-Gheb , which is southwest of Islamabad, Pakistan. 

rr 

Punjab we are now back near Islamabad. Spring finds 
DAVID STROUD and PATRIClA NELSON, daughter of HuGH 
and ELMA NELSON, making arrangements for an April wed
ding. Computer MUBARIK MALIK has been transferred here 
from Libya to help Computer JALIL AHMED with the many 
duties in the office. 

PARTY F-62-DRAYTON VALLEY, ALBERTA ... 

BILL PARKINSON and JAKE FRIESEN, Reporters 

Party F-62 kicked off its fall operation northwest of Dray
ton Valley, Alberta, in the heart of a new discovery. The 
area in which Party F-62 worked in October and November 
is mostly flat muskeg and can be worked with tracked vehi
cles only until freeze-up . As this was a real "hot" area, we 
would occasionally have more than one crew on the line at 
the same time . At this time Western was start ing up other 
crews for the busy season; so it was a bit of a chore getting 
men and equipment for all. 

On complet ion of the prospect at Dra yton Valley, Party 
F-62 moved to the Grande Prairie area for the winter. Sur
veyor DoN TERRY, a new transplant from Newfoundland , 
started chaining lines for the drills. Along with DoN were 
Rodmen BoB MORTON and JIM McDOWELL. Second Sur
veyor KEITH VIDALlN joined the crew following the Christ
mas break. 

The drill crew included Drillers JoHN COLus, RAY 
ANDERSON, JIM MOSIMAN, and LARRY RUDRUM on the con
ventional rigs. JIM is a wintertime driller and summertime 
farmer, who left us in early March to check on his farm; he 
was probably wondering if it were sti ll there after Alberta 
sent some good west wind s in his farm's direction (Saskatch-
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ewan). CAM THOR.KELSON, one of the auger drille rs, got the 
"ski bug" in March and went home lo British Columbia to 
finish the winter on the slopes. Along with CAM on the 
augers were JoE Mc KAY, JACK CLARK, and DON NEIFFER. 
The helpers for these drillers were DAVE LAMONT, PETER 
HINCH, Bru MoURE, JR., and LARRY SPULNICK. 

The area south of Grande P rai rie ra nges from fairly hilly 
to very hilly; so at times it keeps the cats busy jus t getti ng the 
units up the hills. Because of the warm wea ther we were 
blessed with this winter, this was quite a chore at times . 

Chasing the drills dow n the line were BRIAN YOUNG and 
his boys. BRIAN left us th is winter to go over to Party F-63 to 
look after the recording cam p. During BRIAN'S abse nce 
Cl.EM WOLFATER and KEITH BAILEY did the observing; KEITH 
is proud of the fact that he ho lds the record for the most line 
shot in a day. TED McWHAN was the on ly permanent man 
in the dog house as he was there from start to finish . Boa 
KNULL and LEON ANDREW drove the line trucks and made 
sure the jugs and cables were laid out correctly. Boa is 
awaiting news of the birth of a baby . He is hop ing it is a 
boy; he said he has enough girls now . LEON left for Inuvik , 
Northwest Territo ries, for some time off and then moved on 
to Party F-67, which is working north of In uvik. Wit h Boa 
and LEON were Helpers NORMAN ANDREW, PETER H oRAssr, 
Too Mc PEAK, DAN NORDLUND, FRED BEAUDOIN, and 
How ARD LAMOUREUX. WILFRED PETHERBRIDGE took over 
the line truck after LEON left for the north country. MIKE 
COOKE and Douo V ANBESELAERE were kept busy hook ing 
up charges and plugging holes. 

As this was a split camp, P arty F-62 had two cooks. JACK 
ANDERSON and his helper, BUD P URVES, made sure that 
everyone in the drill camp was well fed; and JACK SALLOUM 
fed the recording and survey crews. SLTM FORSYTH, the camp 
attendant, was busy keeping the camp clean and tidy; maybe 
that was where he got his big appetite. Sorry about tha t, 
SLIM. 

After a Jong winter everyone is planning ahead to some 
time off in April. Party F-62 Assistant Party Manager Brn 
PARKINSON is looking forward to ret u rn ing to the farm for 
the summer, but Party Manager JAKE FRIESEN is defi nitely 
not looking forward to redecorating his house this spring. 
So, in closing, this is Party F-62 saying goodby until next 
time. 

PARTY V-12-GILLETTE , WYOMING . . . 

GAIL WATER MAN, Reporter 
WILL WATERMAN, Photographer 

January of 1977 found Party V-12 in southwest Wyoming 
near Kemmerer do ing experimental work using eight vibra 
tors, much to the dismay of DAVID MoRK, ou r mec hanic. In 
February the search for better weather led Party Manager 
MEL CARLISLE and the entire crew on a 2,000-mile journey to 
Poteau, Oklahoma, to find that in Oklahoma rain replace d 
the wind and snow of Wyoming . Party V-12 continued to 
chase the rain for the next four months as we ranged from 
Gainesville, Texas; Clinton, Ok lahoma; an d P oteau. In 
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Gainesville, eight and one -half inches of rain fell on March 
27 , slowing down production for two weeks. 

DALE H OYT and MIKE GEFFRE, ou r sen ior and junior ob
server, respectively, drove to H ouston on May 2, transferred 
the instrume nts from the o ld recorder to a new vehicle, and 
were back at work in Clinton by May 10. 

The month of June brought with it a new junior observer, 
LYNDON WENTZ, as well as more rain . By now the crew had 
decided that Party V-12 should be sent to drought areas in 
the West since we seemed to assure the occurre nce of rain. 

The sun finally began to shine as Party V-12 moved to 
P inedale, Wyoming, in Jul y. With the sun ca me a new party 

Party V-12 Junio r Observers Lynd on Wentz (left ) and Mike Gel• 
Ire look over the hil ly count rysi de around GIii ette, Wyoming. 
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Helper Robin Byram is stringing 
jugs close to an operating well 
near Gillette, Wyoming, where 
Party V-12 is currently based. 
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manager, MAX R. STEWART, to replace the retiring MELVIN 
CARLISLE, and a new senior observer, LEO MANGUM. Along 
with some rough work with long dragouts at the foot of the 
Wind River Mountain Range near Pinedale, the crew was 
able to observe "Rendezvous Days," a local holiday when 
P inedale residents re-enact the historical meetings of the 
traders, trappers, and Indians. 

MUMTAZ KAHN, from Pakistan, observed the work of 
Party V-12 from July 13 to August 18 for a Pakistani 
company that had purchased equipment from Western. 
MUMTAZ's presence gave Party V-12 an idea of life on other 
crews in far away places. 

The Red Desert, part of the Wyoming Basin, near Raw
lins, Wyoming, became Party V-12's next home in August. 
Our reputation as rainmakers caught up with us again, and 
the rains came to the Red Desert. The crew continued to fol
low the path of the historic West as we began work on South 
Pass in the Wind River Mountains near Lander, Wyoming. 
Party V -12 developed a greater appreciation for the pioneers 
as we laid our lines across the Oregon and California Trails. 

In Lander a future vibrator operator, PATTY CONNELL; a 
future linesman, PAUL CALVER; and a future surveyor, WILL 
WATERMAN, were hired as helpers. MARK BRUMMET and 
VERN BoND became surveyor trainees under Surveyor 
HENRY SANDERS. 

The crew took a brief and cold journey to Lewistown, in 
the central area of the state of Montana, in October. Vibra-

Winter in Gillette, Wyoming, has its own special problems for 
Party V-12. Helper Vern Bond is digging out while Mechanic 
Doug Downes (under the pickup truck) is replacing a "U joinl." 
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Surveyor Mark Brummet reads elevations as Helpers Paul Calver 
(from the left) and Patty Connell and Surveyor Henry Sanders 
look on while Party V-12 is wocking near South Pass, Wyoming. 

Party V-12 vibrators go on "down the line" near South Pass. 

tor Mechanic LOUIE BYRD, who replaced DAVE MORK in 
April, enjoyed the cold weather so much that he moved on 
to the Alaskan "division." LOUIE was replaced by DouG 
DOWNES. 

As Party V-12 moved to Gillette ("Sharpest Town in the 
West") in northeastern Wyoming in November, Observer 
LEO MANGUM left us for Party V-24, and MIKE GEFFRE took 
over. November and December brought dry weather to us 
and smiles to the clients' faces. December included some 
minus 28-degree weather with a wind chill factor of minus 
60. DA VE EXENDINE, RoN Ens, PA TTY CONNELL, and 
LARRY ELROD, the vibrator operators, would work hard to 
get their vibrators operating by 2 P.M . on those days. Shades 
of Alaska! 

The crew saw many faces throughout the year, part ic
ularly in our "geophone placement" personnel. JAN STEIN
METZ, JOE ELBERFELD, CLYDE GALLAGOS, MITCHELL KOURY, 
JEFF MARSHALL, and RANDY and ROBIN BYRAM put in their 
fair share of work on the jug lines. "Good Ole Boy" H. D. 
ALLGOOD, our permit agent, was with Party V-12 through
out the year. 

The end of December brought a fine Christmas party with 
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Party V-12 Helper Randy Byram drags out the cable as Helpers 
Jan Steinmetz (left) and Mary O' Brien follow close behind with 
the jugs while the crew Is working near Gillette, Wyoming. 

a slide show of some jobs done during the past year. Then, 
happily, we received a very welcome and well-deserved 
break. 

PARTY 60-GULF COAST . .. 

MIKE JOHNSON, Reporter-Photographer 

Since our last report many things have happened on the 
Anne Bravo and Party 60. One of our premier expeditions 
last year was the journey to the north, where the Anne did a 
lot of work outside "wild and woolly" Nome, Alaska, in the 
Norton Sound. There was a lot of hard work- but also a lot 
of good times on breaks, including beautiful scenery and 
visits to the very popular Breakers Bar and 8.O.T. Needle ss 
to say, during these few visits a large amount of various 
liquids was consumed with gusto! A large beach party was 
held later in the summer; and although the weather was 
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cold, the party was as exciting as it couJd be and totally 
unforgettable for the crew. 

The Anne used a streamer cable, and persons such as 
Mechanics CHJCO SANCHEZ and ROGER TURPIN, Gun Opera
tor LARRY O'LOANE, and Helper MARK ANDERSON were in
strumental in keeping the guns in consistently good working 
order. RYAN STANDLEY's superhuman efforts with the com
pressors had them in perfect shape at all times. Credit also 
goes to the superior efforts of Senior Navigator H ENDRIK 

HENKES and Assistant Navigations Engineer LARRY 
WAGNER for guiding the Anne on "the straight and 
narrow.'' 

After a fruitful expedition in Alaska, the Anne Bravo and 
Party 60 sailed to Eureka, California, to shoot a prospect 
and also to start testing new air-gun systems. Many plans 
and ideas were gone through to determine the best possible 
system. It was here that the Anne said farewell to CHICO and 
ROGER, who went overseas to other assignments . 

With the finaJ product still under consideration, the Anne 
Bravo sped down the Pacifi c Coast to San Pedro, CaJifor
nia, in November and then south through the Panama 
Canal to Houston for dry-dock operations. Most Party 60 
members at this time took a well-deserved break except for 
Junior Observer DEXTER MlLLSTEAD, who did a lot of main
tenance work and had a "wonderful time" during his shon 
stay in Panama. 

When dry-dock operations were complete and everyone 
returned to the ship, it was on to Galveston, Texas. Since 
then, the Anne Bravo and members of Part y 60 have under
taken an experimentaJ research program in energy source 
systems and also have continued field testing of the 
KILOSEIS™ (500-channel) system. The original field tests 
were done last summer by Party 64. 

A "river" of technicians from We stern and Litton Re
sources Systems (LRS) flowed onto the Anne, and with the 
help of everyone aboard, the new system, other equipment, 
and the new cable were installed with little difficulty. Many 
hour s were spent beforehand, testing and connecting cable 
sections and modules, and Party 60 sends special thanks to 
the entire cable shop in Galveston for its time and effort. 
Speaking of the cable shop, it was also of inter est to new 
crew members to see the whole operation at Galveston and 
to learn how vibrators, various electricaJ equipment, and 
cables (to name just a few) are made. 

While everyone was busy with the KILOSEIS "party," 
there was another "party" taking place at the same time in 
the shooting shack. Vice Pre sident- In strume ntati on and 
Field Services BEN THIGPEN, aJong with Field Service 
Engineer HARRY LARRABEE, worked with Gun Mechanic N. 
K. (MAC) MCPEEK and Gun Operator LARRY O'LO ANE on a 
new air-gun syste m. 

Finally, after all of the preparations were made, we sped 
out of Galveston to test KILOSEIS Phase II. I regret to 
inform you that many of our guests were seas ick for the first 
few days, but I am happy to say that there were no major 
casualties. Pha se II is und erway, and with experienced tech
nician s and supervisors such as JIM FINGERS, PAUL MORGAN, 

JoE KLEGG, and others of our crew, including CHUCK 
(CHUCKLES) KELLUM, BILL HEATH, and MARcus (SuPER
soNTc) AUSTIN, to guide the way, this experimentaJ program 
is providing a vast amount of data and information on the 
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Party 60 Junior Observer Dexter 
lllllls tead (from the left), an 
unidentified crew member , and 
Observer Tom Ainsworth deploy 
the streamer cable on the Anne 
Braro's back deck off California. 

-

The Anne Bravo, with Party 
60 on board, is cruising 
down the California coast. 

Party 60 Observer Tom Ainsworth 
(left) and Vice President-Instru 
mentation and Field Services Ben 
Thigpen load a tape deck aboa rd 
the Anne Bravo as part of the 
refitting in Galveston, Texas . 
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KILOS EIS system . We are all sure that in the future the 
KILOSEIS method will be a leader in seismic systems. 

In additio n to our KILOSEIS work, the Anne has also 
been shooting "conventional" pros pects in the Gulf with ex
cellent results. The Anne Bravo at this time warmly 
welcomes two new members to Party 60. RoN MANISON, a 
Western vetera n oflO years, has been named party manager; 
an d TONY RussELL, hailing from England, is our new co
ordinator. Heartiest congratulations are extended to BILL 
HEATH, who, after three years of very good work, has been 
pro moted to assistant co-ord inator. We are all sure of fine 
efforts with these men at the helm . 

HARRY LARRABEE is in command of the shooting shack 
and has been doing a fine job before and during these pros
pects, along with H elpers RON SMJTH, ALLEN STAMPER, and 
PETE VAN LINN. In the Anne Bravo's recording room the 
multifaceted talents of DEXTER MILLSTEAD, MARCUS 
AUSTIN, and MIKE JOHNSON have shown through, along 
with the efforts of JEFF COFFIN, a recent transfer from Party 
84, and H elpers RICHARD O'BRIEN, BoB EBNER, and MIKE 
DRYLAND, all of whom are local hires. 

Lines have been shot right down the middle, due to 
Digita l Technician CLIFF WRIGHT and recent addition MIKE 
(THE RAIL) RIPPLE, who keep the satellite navigation system 
in perfect working order. Credit also goes to ERNIE MURRAY 
and HERB BABB, the Raydist navigators on our prospects. 
Last, but not least, we welcome our new cooks, LES DUNN 
and D. F. (Rico) MILLS, who, in the opinion of all of the 
members of Party 60, are the best cooks the Anne Bravo has 
ever had . MIKE JOHNSON and MARCUS AUSTIN celebrated 

Party 60 Assistant Observer Mar
cus Austin is operat ing the Anne 
Bravo's crane alongside the Gal
veston, Texas, dock while an un
identif ied man looks on. The 
ship is in Galveston being re
fitted with different equipment. 
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Junior Observer Dexter Millstead (left) and Helper Richard 
O' Brien are talking things over with an unidentified man while 
they are taking a break in the Anne Bravo's recording room. 
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their birthdays (both were born on the same day) at sea and 
were treated to a breakfast of steak, combination omelet, 
potatoes, and other delights, all topped off with a birthday 
engraved Baked Alaska. 

We on the Anne Bravo are wrapping up the last of our 
prospects here and are rigging for yet another run to Califor 
nia, and then it is on the Alaska for the summe r season . We 
feel that we have the best crew at this time that we have ever 
had, and we wish all of Western's other parties equal good 
luck and best wishes. 

PARTY 6-LEMMON , SOUTH DAKOTA ... 

KURT THOMPSON, Reporter 
BOB HARRELSON, Photographer 

Monticello, Utah, is where Party 6, a shot-hole seismic 
crew, first originated . The "can-do" crew started work 
under Bos MITCHELL, from Party 9, and continued under 
Party Manager DON EDWARDS. DON, wife ANN, and two 
boys, STEVE and MIKE, make their home in colorful Colo
rado, several hundred miles east of Wood land, California, 
where they lived while DON was an assistant instrument 
supervisor for the West Coast. 

Working in Canyonlands National Park, the crew saw 
some spectacular scenery at elevat ion s at or above 10,000 
feet. The ride out was long and rough, but it was worth
while. 

Running one of the four Failing 1000 drills is MICKEY 
COBLER, a Californian; and he and his very nice wife, 
CAMILLA, have a new baby girl, ERIN, a cutie with a striking 
resemblance to her old man. Anothe r driller, Penns ylvanian 
BRENT BIXBY, was just married to BETTY, a California girl. 
Both BRENT and MICKEY came from Party 401 out of Texas . 

Party 9 also contributed Drillers W. T. (BILL) HILL and 
Boa SMITH as well as Drill Mechanic JoHN FosTER and 
Permit Agent BoB ScHOEPPE. 

Laying out the lines for Party 6 are Senior Surveyor TOM 
SPEARS, coming from a party in Alaska; Surveyor RICHARD 
VALDEZ, a native New Mexican; and H elper MARC KRAs
NOWSKY, from Nebraska. 

After 10 weeks in Monticello the "can-do" crew moved to 
Naturita, Colorado, to do a survey. Helping drill into the 
Burro Canyon and Dakota formations were GREG POARCH, 
a Texan also from Party 9; KURT THOMPSON, a Colorado 
School of Mines "miner"; and TOMAS TORRES, an occa
sional film actor from New Mexico . 

Party 6 boasts of an eventful social life that began with the 
marriage of our shooter, JERRY PoE, to pretty MICHELLE, a 
Monticello girl. T he ceremony was held in the Incline Bar in 
Naturita, Colorado, a favorite "watering hole" for many 
Westerners. The evening was highlighted by a dance that 
was held after the wedding vows, cou rtesy of the newlyweds 
and Party Manager DoN EDWARDS. As some folks say, 
"The evening was wired ." Also, included in the evening's 
festivities was the presentation of JOHN FosrER's 5-Year Ser
vice Pin. JOHN and his charming wife, BARBARA, add a 
whole lot of personality to the crew . 

After complet ing the survey in Colorado, Party 6 packed 
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The photographer recel- a "big tip of the hat" and a 
amtle from Party 8 Driller W. T. (BIii) HIii, who, with 
his wffe, Lorraine, la enjoying an evening on the town. 

Above-Party 6 Manager Don Edwards (left) presents a 
5-Year Service Pin to Driller-Mechanic John Foster. Be• 
low- Don explains the finer points of marriage as best 
man Greg Poarch (left) and newlyweds Jerry and Michelle 
Poe listen in the Incline Bar in Naturita, Colorado. 



Party 6 Helper Jerry Poe (ob
scured) is digging out as Driller 
Mike Smith (left) and Helper Gary 
Gass are lend ing their services. 

up and moved to South Dakota-Faith, that is, a small 
town with several record lows: minus 70° (wind chill factor), 
and warmer or, should we say, less arctic. Nevertheless, the 
"can -do" crew lived up to its name. After enlisting a local 
boy, JERRY MASTELL, as a drill helper, Assistant Party 
Manager Bos HARRELSON had each vehicle equipped with 
emergency rations and tow chains . The crew learned fast 
that a 50-mile-an-hour wind can whip up a sizeab le drift in 
less time than it takes to injection dr ill a 140-foot hole. 

The recording crew, with Observer STEVE PEPPER, a 
family man with wife SANDY and new baby KELSEY, has 
several Colorado peop le driving, pull ing, pushing, and 
digging . ROBIN WILLIS, a Sawpit, Colorado, girl, and GIL 
GILLIES, TOM and GARY GASS, and DOYLE FRANK, all from 
Rico, Colorado, learned a new meaning to the phrase "hit 
the trenches." For details consult our junior observer, RICK 
CALHOUN. 

As far as recreation goes, the "juggies" versus drillers 
basketball games were a fine distraction for a snowed -in 
crew; but the games turned into a mixture of rugby, football, 
and basketball, with the latter being played the least. Almost 
everybody remembers the time when the "get-stuck, buy -a
case" club was buying the refreshments while ROBIN WILLIS 
and JERRY MASTELL provided the evening's enterta inment. 
Faith turned out to be a "midwestern Nashville" when all of 
our singing talent was unveiled. 

PARTY V-21-WEST SACRAMENTO, 
CALIFORNIA . .. 

RON MILLER, Reporter 
GEORGE CONVERSE, Photographer 

Party V-21, it seems, has found a home in West Sacra
mento, California, having had its office located here for the 
last two and a half years . 

The California state capital of Sacramento has many his
tor ic and social aspects to offer the members of Party V-21 
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Party V-21 Permit Agent Buddy Van Wagenen (from the left), 
Party Manage r Del Hill , and Field Clerk Norman Carlson are go
ing over records in the crew's Sacramento, California, office. 
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during their off-time hours; and as if this were not enough, 
an hour's drive to the west lies fabulous San Francisco while 
just a short distance to the east we find Lake Tahoe, con
sidered by some to be the playground of the western United 
States (both in indoor and outdoor sports) . 

Party V-21 has the distinction of being one of the few 
crews to remain in California dur ing the wettest season of 
the last 50 years and at the same time maintain full con tract 
hours each month . Needless to say, many wet miles are now 
behind us. Our work has been both va ried and interesting. 
From the peat lands and fog of the Sa n Joaqu in Delta in the 
so uth to the slopes of the Dunnigan Hill s in the north, we 
have interspersed detonatorcord lines with our normal 
vibrator lines when the situation warrants it. 

As with many Western crews, new faces have been added 
to our roster since our last report. To bring you up to date 
our current members are: Party Ma nager DEL HILL; Permit 
Agents BUDDY VAN W AGENEN and FRED HANSEN; Observer 
DICK ROBERTS; Surveyors SERAL ASHLEY and Russ GENTRY; 
our field clerk, RON MILLER; Vibrator Mechanic GENE 
GREER; our vibrator operators, KEN FARROW, TOM 
HowARD, JIM WAY, and GARY KATAYANAGI; Cable-truck 
Drivers MATT SCOGGINS, CHARLES ARMSTRONG, and Do u G 
GREEN; and Helpers J OHN McKEE, JOHN BROONER, BRUCE 
LAUB, AUGUST STONER, MIKE SPEER, LEX CROSSMAN, and 
ANDY GAONA. 

Party V-21 ' s outstanding safety record was acknowledged 

Left-Party V-21 Surveyor Russ Gentry surveys a line near Sac
ramento, California, where the crew has worked for some time. 

Below-Helper Ed Gray waits as Vibrator Operator Ken Farrow 
takes a weathering shot and Vibrator Operator Tom Howard looks 
on as Party V-21 is working in California's San Joaquin Delta. 



A Safety Dinner on Janua ry 20 at the Steak and Ale Restaurant 
in Sacramento, Cali forni a, was awarde d the crew members of Par• 
ty V-21 by Western for ach ieving an outstand ing safety reco rd. 

with a Western-sponsored Safety Dinner that was held Ja n
uary 20 at the Steak and Ale Restaurant in Sacramen to. 
ALL of the membe rs of the crews, their wives and dates, and 
honored guests Field Supervisor STEWART MITCHELL and 
wife ANITA thoroughly enjoyed the feast. 

From a ll of us on Party V-21-have a beauti ful and happy 
summer. 

PARTY V-17-WEST POINT, MISSISSIPPI ... 

LARRY WELLS and TIM HAZELRIG, Reporters 

Party V-17's 1977 year started with a trip to Jackson, Ala 
bama, in January. From Jackson we went to Baton Rouge, 
Louisiana, "Oil Capital of the South," and then back home 
to snow and ice in West Point, Mississippi. 

After a short work period Party V-17 packed up for a 
change in climate as we moved to Guymon, Oklaho ma, 
"Queen City of the Panhandle," a resting place for many 
people on their way to Colorado, Kansas, and New Mexico . 
This territory is big ranch country. The land surface from 
the highways is a picture of flat land, but once you leave the 
main roads you will find that this part of Oklahoma is a land 
of canyons and valleys where big homes are hjdden and very 
private. There are many wild animals here, such as the 
coyote; and the area also is perfect breeding ground for 
rattlesnakes. Due to the weather, however, we had no 
trouble with either of these animals. 

While Party V-17 was working in the Oklahoma pan
handle, the biggest dust storm in many years hit the area. 
The dust reached altitudes of 12,000 feet, with gusts of wind 
up to 100 miles per hour. Many mornings the crew would get 
up to a coo l, crisp, sunny day; but by mid-morning we could 
see a brown wall in the distance, and by lunch we would be 
engulfed in a "brown fog" of dust that stung the eyes and 
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skin. The weather was rough; and though we never accep1ed 
it, we adjusted; and, with the help of the people who live in 

Guymo n, our work period there was interesting and an ex
perience tha t we sha ll a lways remem ber. 

Ou r stay in Oklahoma was from January 22 until March 
25, 1977. T hen it was home again to Mississippi until May 28 
when we left for Mt. Vernon, lllinois. We moved on 10 
Was hington, Pen nsylvan ia, for two days beginrung June 12, 
just enough time to shower and shave . Then we traveled 10 
Meadville, Pennsylvania, for a short work period. 

Many of Party V-17's crew me mbers are from Pennsyl
vania, inclu ding: Observer RICHARD COREY; Vibra1or 
Ope rators DONALD BARRON, CHARLES COLLINS, and ALtEli 
RANKIN; Helper RONALD RAYMAN; and MARK GARY, our 
assistant observer. Observer DENNIS CHA.BoL is also from 
Pennsylvania. H e is now on a one-year leave of absence 
fro m the Co mpany, and we hope th at he will return 10 
con tinue his career with Western. 

These crew members were happy to be in home terril0I) 
after about four years in the South. It was a new experience 
for us Southerners, those of us from Mississippi, Florida, 
and Texas. Mississ ipp ians working on P arty V-17 include: 
JOSEPH FREELAND, JR., and BILL CLIETT, vibrator operators; 
LARRY WELLS, field clerk; HARRY McGEHEE, perrrut agent; 
RoN MOBLEY, troubleshooter; and RICHARD ADAMS, B1u, 
SAMPLE, HENRY EVERSON, JAMES MARTIN, and DAVID 
STAUTER, helpers. From Florida we have Surveyor CORDIE 
FLANDERS, JR., Field Clerk TIM H AZELRIG, Perrrut Agent 
WAvn. A . McKEE, and Helper CORDIE FLANDERS, SR., 
while Party Manager J lM WESTON, Vibrator Mechanic R. T. 
(MICKEY) NASH, and Surveyor TERRY NASH are from Texas. 

From Pennsylvania Party V-17 continued north into 
Yankee territo ry, New York State, "The Champagne Di~
trict of America." We settled into the village of Bath, 
located in the center of ou r act ivity . Bath has the only 
Ramada Inn for miles. A wide variety of movie actors, 
actresses, and producers, oil people, and tourists from all 
over the world are in and out of this Ramada Inn, creating 
an ever changi ng and happy atmosphere . Bath is situated in 
the beautif ul Finger Lakes region, which is known for its 
age -old process of winemaking and top-quality champagnes. 
There are many wine ries located in this area, but we were 
ab le to visit only one, Gold Seal, four miles north of Ham
mo ndsport overlook ing Lake Keuka. A nother famous sight 
around Bath is the Vetera ns H ome and Hospital. We were 
told that the cemetery on these grounds is a pan of the Ar
lington National Cemetery. The race track and site of the 
1977 Grand Prix is located at W atkins Glen, and the Corn
ing glassworks is located in Corning, all within an hour's 
drive of Bath. 

As the "doodlebuggers" that we are, however, it came 
time once again to move on . We left New York for Clarion, 
Pen nsylvania, on A ugust 22, and from Clario n we headed 
for Grundy, Virgi nia. Everyone should go to Grundy at least 
once in his Life. 

Finally, it was "home, sweet home" for Party V-17 as ~e 
returned to West Point just long enough to check out our 
new recording system. Th is new system does every seismic 
test possible, and it cou ld probab ly even do your income 
tax! While we were in West Point this time, we hired some 
"new hands," including Helpers WILLIAM LEDBETTER, 
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JERRY YOUNG, NEAL J OHNSON, and JEFF ROWELL, all from 
Mississippi; DAVID WESTON, from Texas; and BILL 
STRANGE, from Tennessee. 

Party V-17 then was on the road again for another short 
tour of Louisiana, this time to New Orleans, Lafayette, and 
Bunkie. We felt as if we were a Yo-Yo as we went back and 
forth from Mississippi to Loui siana. Then things changed. 
On December 6 we went to T iptonville, Tennessee, and 
some very cold weather. We came home to West Point to 
finish out the year in Warrior Basin. 

Party V-17 certainly had a great year, and we hope that 
1978 is a very busy year and as much fun as 1977. 

PARTY 92-ALASKA .. . 

JAMES BEEBE, Reporter-Photographer 

Party 92 was once again put back into the field, this time 
asa drill crew, in Decemb er 1977 and was scheduled to com
mence operations in January 1978. Our equipment prepara
tions were performed in the Anchorage, Alaska, shop dur
ing December and ea rly January. 

The crew is currently located in the "banana belt" of 
Alaska. The area is a relatively flat marshland with hun 
dreds of small lakes that are broken occasiona lly by small 
hills covered with spruce, birch, and willow trees and in
habited by a sizeable moose popu lation. 

In January final preparations were comp leted, and the 
camp was moved to a site where our seismic operations 
began. Party Manager ROBERT ADAMS was able to get pro 
duction started with a minimum of difficulty; and "old 
hands," such as our mechanic, HERMAN WASSON, kept the 
vehicles repaired and in the field while Cook DALMONT 
(Cmus) CHRISTOPHERSON served up ample helpings of good 
food for the men. 

Party 92's drilling began on Januar y 18 with Driller 
Mechanic DON ANDERSON and Drillers HAROLD (BUTCH) 

Party Manager Robert Adams pauses 
on his way through the Party 92 
camp, In Alaska's "banana belt." 
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Recording Helpers Dale Cummings (from the left) and Walter Mas• 
sulla and Cat Operator Herman Wasso n appear to be oblivious 
to the camera as they are working in Party 92's Alaska camp. 



Above-Observer Kim Sterling is pleased to show Party 
92's new, modem recording equ ipment in th is picture . 

Below-Party 92 Drill Helpers Reid Peterson (left ) and 
Les Saulsberry , worlting in Ala ska, pick up dril l s tem. 

KOMAREK and GARY BUTCHER, along with Helpers LEO 
PLACE, REID PETERSON, and CHAcoN SHANNON, getting 
their first taste of mud for the season. Quite a few men also 
got their first taste of water as several unsuspecting drivers 
found their trucks stuck in one of the numerous small lakes 
and rivers when thin ice was encountered . This prompted 
BoB ADAMS to consider equipping each vehicle with a life 
jacket and snorkel. As the season progressed, drilling opera
tions smoot hed out; and Drillers GARY WCLES, TRACY BRAD
SHAW, and STEVEN EDWARDS, working hard, received help 
from BrLL SALING, FRANK F ALLACARA, and LES SAULSBERRY. 
Also, with the addition of another unit, former Helper REID 
PETERSON got his chance at drilling. 

Following close behind the dr illers was our recording 
crew, outfitted with new instruments and headed by Ob
servers GEORGE SNOWDEN and KIM STERLING. 

The marshlands, with their tangles of willow branches and 
deep snow, caused continual difficulties for Party 92 Cable 
Pushers TIM IRVIN and LYLE ASPERGREN as well as for "geo
phone-placement engineers" MIKE CHERVINSKAS, DALE 

CuMM!NGS, RICK GIBSON, DAVE LANGFORD, JOHN LIEBEK· 

THAL, WALT MASSULLA, and JoE SELMER, who all found 
themselves more than once in waist-deep snow. 

Late in January Surveyor HENRY SANDERS arrived from 
Party V-12 and, with the help of his rodman, BRET ANDER
SEN, and a new Hewlett-Packar d distance meter, was 
quickly able to tie down our lines. HENRY did encounter 
some problems, however, and was never able lO find an elu
sive bench mark (a marked point of k nown or assumed ele
vation) that has not been seen by local residents for more 
than 10 years. 

Meanwhi le, back at camp , Bull Cook ToM KINCAID kept 
the kitchen and mess hall spotless; our camp attendant, 
HORACE WmTE, whistled as he "fluffed up" bunks and 
cleaned the wash house; Party 92 Mechanic Helpers JIM 

DORAN and MIKE GREEN never seemed to be short of work 



Right-Party 92 Recording Helpers 
Richard Gibson (from the left), 
David Langford, and John Lieben
thal pick up geophones. Below
Party 92 Bull Cook Thomas Kincaid 
(left) and Cook Dalmont Chris• 
topherson do not even pause while 
they have their picture taken . 

in main taining a ll of the equ ipment in top runn ing condi 
tion; and Field Clerk JIM B EEBE was on top of the pa per
work and helped out on the survey crew. 

Party 92 fami lies con tinued to grow, an d on Feb ru ary 22 
BUTCH KOMAREK and his wife, SHARON, had their first ch ild , 
ROBERT. Not to be outdo ne, on Februa ry 25 CHRIS 
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CHRISTOPHERSON and his wife, CHERYL, added a girl , KARIE 
ANN, to th eir fami ly of five child ren. 

W ell, it is mid -March already, an d the season will soon be 
endin g . H owever short, P a rty 92 is p roud of the work it has 
done , an d we are looki ng forwa rd to an o ther season here in 
A laska . So, from all of us to all of yo u : Goo d luck . 
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PARTY V-2-COLBY, KANSAS . .. 

JOHN KNOWLTON, Reporter-Photogr apher 

Greetings from Part y V-2! 
As we near the end of our third year in northwest Kansa s, 

we hope that the previous year has been as good for you all 
as it has been for us. We have been stationed in Colby, 

awa y. During the win ter months, Part y V-2's DE WAn-E 
(DUI<E) ANDERSON, LES MANGUS, and CHRIS NEFF hit the 
slopes there regularly on their breaks . WILLARD and SHIRLEY 
RACHAL seem to enjoy Denver more for the night life and 
hor se races-often with very good luck. WILLARD'S present 
project is to go to Las Vegas in the sprin g and take Party 
Manager H . D. (SLICK) WATTS and his wife, JEANEm, 
along. WILLARD seems to be cer tain that they will break one 
of the casinos. 

f 

Faced wi th a different kind of "c attle " In Kansas , Party V-2 is happy that their line is on the other side of the fence from these bison. 

Kan sas, "The Golden Buckle of the Wheat Belt," since 
moving from Medicine Lodge, Kansas, in Jul y 1975. With its 
dry climate (except for the spring blizzards!), this part of the 
cou ntr y is very good for "dood lebuggers ." Because of the 
good climate and the flat terrain, Party V-2 has been able to 
work steadily and put quite a few miles behind us. We 
covered nearly 900 miles last year; so we were able to have 
our share of Company dinners. These dinners, held mostly 
at the Ram ada Inn in Colby, were very pleasant with fine 
food, drink, and excellent company. 

While not being able to hold as many people as the 
Ramada, the home of J. H. (BIG JOE) GARCIA and RAY 
(TOKYO) GOMEZ has been able to surpass the Ramada Inn in 
entertainment facilities. Two of Western's "biggest hosts," 
they provide refreshments, food, music, and other 
recreation at their ''mini Caesar's Palace." Mo st of the crew 
lives in the same area; so there is a well-worn path to their 
door. Also, than ks to a local commun ity college, JOE 
EsQUIYEL, PHIL LARRISON, RUBEN GARZA, and MARK 
H ARPER ha ve discovered that Colb y can have an active 
socia l scene. 

For those who care to travel, Denver is only a few hours 
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Party V-2 found that wind creates unusual scenery in Kansas. 
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Observer Chris Neff smiles in his "hom e away from home, " the 
recording truck of Party V-2, located in northwestem Kansas. 

Travel is definitely not limited to Denver and places west. 
RAFAEL MALAGON and his family flew to Mexico City to visit 
relatives, the JEFF CLARKS went to Pennsylvania for the 
Christmas holidays, and JIM and JULIE YOUNG returned to 
Michigan for a visit. Headed in the other direction are 
RICHARD and Joy ZoWIE, who are going to Florida to 
\acation in the late spring. 

Helpers Les Mangus (left ) and Lorenzo Verdusco are getting the 
/ob done for Party V-2 as the crew worl<s in northwest Kansas. 

Party V-2 Vibrator Mechanic Richard Zowie (left) and Party 
Manager H. D. (Slick) Watts confer on parts soon to be needed. 

As is usual with any Western crew, there have been 
several changes in Par ty V-2's personnel list, including a 
number of long-term additions, since we came to Kansas. 
GEORGE KoROBKA, BILL McBRIDE, BRADY A BALL, LES 
MANGUS, MIKE SCHLEPP, LORENZO VERDUSCO, and DUKE 
ANDERSON have all joined us since the move here. Transfers 
out have included KEITH JoNEs (now party manager of Party 

During a rain shower in northwestern Kansas, Party Manage r H. 
D. (Slick) Watts (left) discusses busi ness with Party V-2 Vi• 
brator Operator (and the crew troub les hooter) George Korobka . 
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V-3), GREG MOSLEY, and JAY SILVERMAN. GREG and JAY 
have gone to Party V-9, GREG as clerk and JAY as party 
manager. Coming to us from Party V-9 was JOHN KNOWL
TON as clerk. Other "transfers" to the Party V-2 "family" 
are CINDY NEFF, who married CHRJs last September; and an 
addition to the CLARK family, who should be joining us 
sometime in May. 

Here is hoping that the days and miles have been good to 
all of you. Take care, enjoy yourselves, and have a good 
year. 

PARTY FV-46-HINTON, WESTERN 

LUKAS DeWIT, Reporter 
THE CREW, Photographers 

ALBERTA ... 

Party FV-46 started the season at Onoway, Alberta, 
Canada, under its old name of Party FV-11. Here, in a camp 
set up on a slightly inclined plain and on lines that traversed 
some beautiful farm and park land, the 30 original crew 
members became acquainted with each other. 

Some of the men were old friends and veterans of previous 
seismic seasons. Returning for another winter with Party 
Manager Eo LORENOWICZ on Party FV-46 were Vibrator 
Mechanic JIM HENRY; Observer WARREN BENEDIK; Supply
man DARREL ELLIOTT; Cook GEORGE LEE; Vibrator Opera 
tors JEAN DUGUAY, JOHN NICHOLLS, and BARRY NICHOL; 
Junior Observer ROGER CHAPMAN; Mechanic FRANK SERA; 
Line-truck Drivers MALCOLM MURRAY, ROBERT BuTZ, and 
DAVE WALLACE; and Surveyor HUGH DUNLOP. 

About one-third of the crew was completely new to 
"doodlebugging" but was soon initiated to the joys and sor-

Cook George Lee (left) and Supplyman Darrel Elliott are play
ing a game of cribbage during a break from Party FV-46 chores. 

'.'\ 
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Party FV-46 Camp Attendant Harry Siemens smiies and waves to 
the photographer as he returns to camp with a load of water. 

rows of prospecting for natural resources. Of the six record
ing helpers who started on Party FV-46 in the fall, four 
stayed past Chr istmas, through the long, dark months of 
January and February, and right through breakup in late 
March. FRANK KASTNER, now a line -truck driver; STEVE 
WILLIAMS; CHUCK STURROCK; and JOHN SUTTON all were 
able to keep their visions of new trucks, vans, and motor
cycles fixed firmly in their minds during such "trials" as 
freezing toes, leaking overshoes, and the effects of an occa
sional trip across the snowy miles to the tavern. 

Party FV-46's next camp location was in the Cynthia 
area, one of the current "hot spots" in Alberta for oil and 
gas exploration. The most vivid memory of this prospect 
goes back to a day of lost production, when the four vibra
tors, two cats, and the party manager's truck all got stuck in 
the same short stretch of soft muskeg and eventually had to 
be rescued by a third cat. As usual, though, things quickly 
returned to normal; and the prospect turned out to be a very 
successful one. 

December saw Party FV-46 move to an area near Hinton, 
where we remained for the rest of the winter. Being within 20 
or 30 miles of the Rocky Mountains, we were treated to a 
succession of the rare sunsets and sunrises that tinted the 
peaks of Jasper National Park in many fine colors. Not just 
the views were awesome, however; some of the hills lying 
within the program were equally breathtaking, but the 
drivers of the big, unwieldy buggies followed Vibrator 
Operator KEN WILKINSON'S fearless example and attacked 
every hill with a "whoop and a holler." 

The forested foothills are rich in wildlife, and Rodmen IAN 
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Party FV,46 gets underw ay for a camp move in November 1977. 

GORDON, RANDY LAMOUREUX, and Jo HN MAHLER saw the 
tracks of many an imals in the snow . Recor din g Helper 
RALPH KNIES even successfu lly "called" a moose on one oc
casion. Nightman TERRY CARON was serenaded by wolves 
and coyotes beneath a million stars and sometimes the 
northern lights as well. 

Among the more recent additions to Party FV-46 are 
Camp Attendant HARRY SIEMENS, Cook's Helpe r JACK 

A Party FV-46 vibrator is "pres
suring up" near Hinton, Alberta. 
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Vibrator Mechanic J im Henry is making some last-minute checks 
on his mach ines before sending them out on Party FV-46's line. 

BEDARD, Vibr ator Mechanic Tra inee MIKE GouwELoos, 
and Recording Helpers ERIK OLSON and CLIFF PARR. It is 
said that good men are hard to find, but we have 30 good 
men, and for a whole winter we worked hard, ate hearty, 
and breathed fresh mountain air. With spring about to send 
the last of the winter snows rushing down the Athabasca 
River, all of the "hands" are feeling a bit "bushed" and a re 
ready to return to wives, girl friends , and some city lights. 
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down Western's line 
for 30 years 

wo OF WESTERN's hardest working individuals cele
brated their 30th anniversar ies with the Company in 

March - Roland E. Broughton, Galveston, Texas, and L. L. 
(Lee) Armond, Houston . 

Galveston facility Admin istrative Department Manager 
Roland Broughton is a man who enjoys his job. He writes: 
"At the Galveston manufacturing facility we are very fortu 
nate in being snowed with work. I am in charge of the ' paper 

mill,' and overtime for me is a way of life; however, I have 
always enjoyed my work." That has been Roland's attitude 
toward his Western career since he began working in the Los 
Angeles Hope Street facility on March 3, 1948, as an ac
countant. That attitude has paid off, both for him and for 
the Company. 

Because of his hard work and ability (a colleague has 
called him one of the best accountants in the Company), 
Roland steadily progressed through the ranks of senio r 
accountant, administrative assistant, assistant shop office 
manager, office manager, and purchasing supe rvisor before 
he achieved his present position of administrative depart
ment manager of the Galveston facility on January 1, 1972. 

As a Westerner, Roland is a bit unusual in that he has not 

50 

done much traveling. H is first position with Western was in 
the Hope Street lab, and he has stayed with the lab through
out his entire career, moving with it from Hope Street to the 
North La Brea building in 1952 and then to Galveston in 
1969. 

T his Weste rn veteran is also a veteran of the United States 
Army, having served from 1940 to 1945. By the close of his 
military career he was a master sergeant and had been chief 

Galveston Administrative Manager Roland Broughton 
(ce nte r) is receivi ng his 30-Yea r Ser vice Pin 
from Senior Vice President Carl Savit as Galveston 
General Manager Joe Shivers (left) is looking on. 

clerk in various army finance offices in Iceland, Europe, and 
America. Following his service discharge in August 1945, 
Roland entered Marquette University and two and one-half 
years later was graduated with a bachelor of science degree 
in business administration . Almost immediately following 
his graduation, he joined Western, where he has remained 
ever since . 

Born in Bridger, Montana, and orphaned at age 4, 
Roland was raised by a grandmother and an aunt in Minne
sota. He attended a junior college there before he joined the 
service in 1940. 

Roland and his wife, Joan, have two children, twins 
Nancy and Jeffrey. Jeffrey is a recent graduate of the U niver
sity of Houston's H ilton School of Hote l and Restaurant 

WESTERN PROFILE 



Management. Nancy, who before her marriage was studying 
to become a registered nurse, and her husband, David, have 
just presented the Broughtons with their first grandchild 
-Diana Lynn, who was born February 5, 1978, weighing 7 
pounds, II ounces. When Roland and Joan have time, they 
enjoy square dancing two or three times a week. 

Roland received his 30-Year Service Pin from Senior Vice 
President Carl Savit, and then a group of this dedicated 
employee's friends and co-workers from the Ga lveston 
facility gathered at the Brittania Restaurant in Galveston for 
lunch. Among those attending were, in addition to Roland 
and Carl: Lab General Manager Joe D. Shivers, Assistant 
General Manager John J. Maines, Engineering Manager 
John C. Mollere, and Machine Shop Supervisor William D. 
Liberty. Roland and his fellow workers also later celebra ted 
his 30th anniversary with a cake. 

When L. L. (Lee) Armond joined the Company in Los 
Angeles as an administrative assistant to Western's legal 
counsel, personnel director, and corpo rate secretary on 
March 29, 1948, little did he know that one day he would be 
personnel director-and a great many other things along the 
way, including safety director, office manager, and even the 
man in charge of building maintenance. 

This variety of jobs was due, in part, to the fact that 
Sydney Chester, Lee's first boss at Western and the holder of 
all of those tit les, "served in many capacities and changed 
hats to fit the occasion," Lee said, and it was on ly natural 
that his assistant woul d become involved in the "many 
capacities." In mid-1953 this hard-working Westerner was 
made office manager of the general office; in early 1966 he 
was relieved of his office manager duties and was formally 
named personne l manager, a task that he had been handling 
along with his other chores following Mr. Chester's death in 
February 1960. Lee was named personnel director on June I, 
1967. 

The long-time Westerner's tasks have now narrowed to 
"only" being personnel director, which means that he 

Personnel Director Lee Armond (left) smiles alter 
receiving his 30-Year Service Pin (he joined West• 
ern March 28, 1948) from President Booth Strange. 
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"only" establishes and maintains personnel policy, directs 
wage and salary programs, and determines all employees' 
eligibility for pay and Company benefits. Also, he serves as 
administrator of the Profit-Sharing Program. 

That is a long way from his starting position of adminis
trative assistant, but then Houston is a long way from Los 
Angeles, where Lee grew up (after his family moved from 
Ohio when he was 11) and received his education. He at
tended Venice Junior High School, Manual Arts High 
School, and the University of Southern California (USC). 
His education was interrupted by World War II, where he 
served as first lieutenant and pilot in the United States Army 
Air Corps from 1943 to 1945. After receiving his discharge 
from the service, the Los Angeles resident returned to USC 
and was graduated with a bac helor of science degree in busi
ness adminst ration, with majors in finance, account ing, and 
transportation. He also earned a cer tificate in industrial rela
tions from ' the University of California at Los Angeles. 

He had worked full-time all through his college career, 
and not too long after his graduation from USC he joined 
our Company because his previous job had "no line of pro 
motion." Obviously that is not the case at Western. 

Lee has a daughter, Sandy Lee Long, and a grandchild, 
Gretchen Ginelle, now almost 7, living in Long Beach, Ca li
fornia. His other interests include all sports, especially 
tennis . He has a fine tennis partner in wife Betty, who also 
enjoys fishing and horseback riding. 

For his 30th anniversary celebration a dinner was hosted 
by Pres ident Booth B. Strange and wife Laura . Attend ing, 
in addition to Lee and wife Betty, were Senior Vice Presi
dent Carl Savit and wife Sandi. Lee was the second West
erner whom Carl met when he applied for a job with our 
Company. 

The PROFILE congratulates Roland and Lee for achieving 
the admirable record of 30 years of dedicated service to the 
Company and hopes that they may continue to be our col
leagues for many more. 
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down Western' s line 
for 25 years 

7IE THREE NEWEST members of Western's ever-growing 
unoffic ial 25-Year Service Club are Huey But ler, Jr., 

Californ ia; Ben L. Langs ton, Houston; and H . D . (Slick) 
Watts, Kansas . 

Huey Butler's 25-Year Western career was started by a 
"chance happe ning." In his own words: 

" John Hancock, pa rty chief for Party G-4 in Hondo, 
Texas, was in Uvalde, my hometown, looking for a sur -

Area Manager John Adams (right) presents a 25• 
Year Service Pin and a congratulatory letter from 
President Booth B. Strange to beaming Huey Butler, 
who Is now working with Party V•6 in California. 

veyor's helper. As I like to travel, anyway, I thought that it 
would be an interesting experience. Litt le did I know how 
much travel wou ld be involved. l drove from Uvalde to 
Hondo to fill out an application and then started to work in 
Hondo on September 12, 1952." (A medical /eave of absence 
brought his adjusted hire date to January 18, 1953. -Ed.) 
" T his job was totally out of line with what I had studied in 
college, which was business administration and anima l hus
bandry from Tarleton State College at Stephenville, Texas, 
and Texas A & I Univers ity at Kingsville, respectively . 

"I was told that we had approximately two years' work in 
Uvalde, which tu rned out to be 28 days," he continued . 
"The crew went from Uvalde to Leakey, 55 miles north, for 
three months, and then I really started traveling . I went first 
to Ada, Oklahoma, for Party G-3 and then to the southern 
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Louisiana swamps for nine months, which was a most 
interesting job but invo lved extremely difficult working 
cond itions. One particula r day the surveyor and I cut a line 
and surveyed I,260 feet, and that was a full day's work. 

" I was working on gravity crews exclusively for approx
imately seven years, during which time I traveled to Texas, 
Louisiana, New Mexico , Arizona, California, Nevada, 
Idaho, Montana, Ut ah, North and South Dakota, Colo-

rado, Nebraska, Alaska, Mississippi, and Oklahoma. Up 
until 1961 I had been on gravity crews continous ly through 
out the southern and western states. T hen I moved to Party 
32 and had my first shooti ng-crew experience in Laurel, 
Mississippi. I was in Laure l approximately 10 months; then l 
joined Party G-3 in St. Anthony, Idaho. I was glad to get 
back into gravity work as it was and still is my 'first love' in 
'doodlebugging.' 

"My first flying experience was for Party G-3 in a heli
copter in the marshlands 90 miles south of New Orleans. It 
was just for one day (a total of three and a half hours flying 
time) . Because it was a warm day, the pilot took one of the 
doors off the helicopter, my side, of course; and every time 
that we banked for a landing, again on my side, 1 felt as if 1 
was gone for sure. Needless to say," he commented, "I sur-
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vived, but I was certainly glad to see tha t day come to an 
end. This was just a forerunner, however, to many working 
hours in a helicopter, others being in Alaska (six times), 
California, and Utah. At the present time, I have approxi
mately 2,200 hours in a helicopter. 

"I have also been on water crews, out of Galveston, 
Texas, and Morga n City, Louis iana," Huey said. "The job 
out of Galveston was particularly interesting as the record
ing boat was a yacht, and everyone had a small stateroom. 
The only drawback was that the yacht rolled so badly in 
even moderately rough weather that we had to eat many 
meals sitting on the floor. 

"My first experience on a vibrator crew," the veteran 
Westerner continued, "w as for Party V-1 in Houston in the 
fall of 1966, where I was rodman, permit agent, and field 
c\erk. The vibrators that we had were mounted on buggies, 
and their base plates were round . They also had a top speed 
of 16 miles per hou r on the highways. I had been working 
with vibrators since 1966, but my first job as an operator 
came in August 1976 with Party V-21 in West Sacrame nto, 
California. 

"In Februa ry 1977 Party V-21 did a short geothermal job 
near Brawley in California's imperial Valley. Can you 
imagine shorts and sneakers in February? Those were my 
working clothes . Short ly afterwards I joined Party V-6 in 
Bakersfield, California, and at the present time I am work
ing as a cab le-truck driver . As of this writing, Party V-6 has 
just completed a job through downtown Delano, California, 
where I have maintained an apartment for the past seven 
years." 

For his anniversary, Huey received his 25-Year Service 
Pin from Area Manager John Adams in the Bakersfield 
office, and then Huey, John, Party V-6 Manager Joe 
(Bubba) Buschmihle, and Area Manager Nolen A. Webb 
went out to lunch to celebrate. 

Vice President Benjamin C. Langston's Western career 
began on February 9, 1953, and he says that he has had a lot 
of fun during that 25-year career . Ben adds that he is con
stantly telling people, "If you can't be happy working for 
Western in the environment that they provide, you can't be 
happy working anywhere." 

This happy Westerner was hired by Booth B. Strange as a 
computer for Party 21, then in Wiggins, Mississippi. Ben 
was promoted to chief computer on Party 72 in July of that 

same year and to party chief of Party 38 that September. By 
January 1964 he had been made a supe,rvisor in Ok lahoma 
and in January 1974 an area manager. On March 20 he was 
named a vice president of the Company. 

During this time Ben has worked all over Mississippi, 
including Hattiesburg, where he met and marr ied wife 
Fredna. He also, in the course of his duties, traveled in and 
through west Texas, Oklahoma, New York, Pennsylvania, 
and all of the Southwest, Southeast, and Mid-Continent. He 
has been based in Houston since J uly 1968. 

His most interesting job exper ience came, Ben says, when 
he spent a week in P uerto Rico with Party V-17 starting a 
job for Puer to Rico's water resources board. As area 
ma nager and as vice president, Ben does not travel now as 
much as he did in the past, j ust one or two trips a month of 
two or three days' du ration . 

That one of Ben's fields of expertise is the Southeastern 
United States is not surpr ising. He was born in Alexa ndria, 
Louisiana; attended Southeastern Louis iana Co llege in 
Hammond, where he was a vice preside nt in his college 
fraternity and where he was graduated with a bachelor of 
science degree in physics; and spent two years in the United 
States Army "just outside of Atlanta, Georgia, when I was 
young and single." 

Ben and wife Fredna have three children: Angela, 23, 
recently was graduated from Stephen F. Austi n State Uni
versity in Nacagdoches, Texas; Susan, 21, currently is study
ing there; and Ben and Fredna's son, Ben, Jr ., is a member 
of his high school basketball team. Fredna's hobbies include 
church work (the family attends Pines Presbyterian Church 
in Houston), the neighborhood woman's club, tennis, and, 
of course, her family. Ben's outside activities, when he can 
spare time from his job, include tennis (he plays in an inter 
subdivis ion league), golf, reading, br idge, and poker. 

" I'm very fortunate," Ben commented . " I have a nice 
family, live in a good city, enjoy life, and work for a 
company that allows you to do your job with a minimum 
amount of supervision and interfe rence." 

For his anniversary, Ben received his 25-Year Service Pin 
from Executive Vice President Howard Dingman, who then 
hosted Ben, President Booth B. Strange, Senior Vice Presi
dent Nea l Cramer, Vice Presidents Leo Dunn, C. W . (Chic) 
Nicholls, and Vic Boyd, and Area Manager Chester Smith 
at a celebratory luncheon. 

Exec utive Vice Preside nt Howard Dingman (lef t) 
Is presenting Vice President Ben Langs ton w ith his 
25-Year Service Pin prior to host ing Ben, Presi
dent Boot h B. Strang e, Senior Vice President Neal 
Cramer, Vice Presidents Leo Dunn, C. W. (Chic) 
Nic holls, and Vic Boyd, and Area Manager Chester 
Smith at a celebratory luncheon in Ben' s honor. 



Party Manager H. D. (Slick) Watts started traveling the 
"doodlebug trail" on March 3, 1953, and has not stopped 
since. The roster of places that this Company veteran has 
worked reads like a map book as do the careers of many 
other Westerners. 

Slick began as a "jug hustler" for Party 13, W. T. Buck
ingham's crew, in Slick's hometown of Bay Minette, Ala
bama. Soon, though, he says, he was loaned to experimental 
Pa rty 52-A, then working in New Orleans, Louis iana . He 
returned later to Party 13, by then in Mendenhall, Missis
sippi, and traveled with that crew to Hattiesburg, Missis
sippi, where he met and married wife Jeanette . Later he was 
once again " loaned" to Party 52, this time traveling to 
southern Florida. Transferred to Party 70, working offshore 

Morgan City, Louisiana , Slick soon found himself back 
where he started, Bay Minette, but not, of course, for long . 
Since then he has been to, in the course of his duties with 
Western: Alabama, Mississippi, Florida, Texas, Louisiana, 
Arkansas, Illinois , Kansas, Oklahoma, Nebraska, Indiana, 
and New Mexico . 

This party manager acquired his nickname early in his 
Western career. It seems that when he was with Party 52 in 
New Orleans, he always was the first one in town, already 
showered and shaved and headed for Bourbon Street. This 
always prompted Driller Woodie Howell to say, "You're all 
slicked up and ready to go," and the nickname "Slick" 
stayed with him. 

Slick served in the United States Army and was a corporal 
prior to his joining the Company . He lists his most interest
ing military experience as his tour of duty in Greenland; 
there he drove an amphibious vehicle, hauling supplies to 
the workers who were building Thule Air Force Base. He is 
a member of the American Legion. 
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During his tenure with Western Slick has worked in many 
of the field positions, including helper and permit agent. He 
was a surveyor for 14 years before becoming manager of 
Party V-2, his present position, in April 1970. His crew is 
now based in Colby, Kansas. 

Slick and Jeanette have four children: Donny, 21, has 
been a summer hire for Western and is a civil engineering 
major at Louisiana Polytechnic Institute at Ruston. He 
transferred from Louisiana College after two years there on 
a basketball scholarship and is now playing basketball for a 
city league and an independent team in Monroe, Louisiana. 
He also enjoys tennis. The couple's othe r children are: 
Kimberly (Mrs. Greg Rodgers), 20, who lives in Medicine 
Lodge, Kansas; Susan, 19, a freshman at the University of 

Meeting in Denver, Party Manager H. D. (Slick) 
Watts (lef t) and Vice President Ben Langston 
smile before going to dinner In celebration of 
Sllck's 25th service ann iversary wit h Western. 

Kansas in Lawrence; and Nancy Jo, 14, a ninth -grade stu
dent at Ouachita Pari sh Junior High School in Monroe. 

Jeanette, now that the children are older, is working as a 
teacher's aide in the second grade at Swaze Elementary 
School in Monroe . She and the children traveled with the 
crew until the children reached high school age, Slick says, 
and then they settled in Monroe. He manages to see his 
family now on the crew's breaks, which occur about every 
two weeks. When Slick is not on spike with his crew, he 
enjoys playing pool and watching all sporting events on 
television. 

For his anniversary, Slick took some time off from his 
crew duties to meet Vice President Ben Langston and Super
visor J . F . (Joe) Walker in Denver for a dinner. At that time 
Slick received his 25-Year Service Pin from Ben. 

Huey, Ben, and Slick receive our warmest congratulations 
on celebrating their 25th ann iversaries with the Company, 
and the PROFILE hopes that they will be with the Company 
for many more years. 
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PARTY 38 HAS MADE some changes since we last appeared in 
the PROFILE. At this wr iting we are wor king out of Kaycee, 
Wyoming, having moved from Kenmare, North Dakota, on 
March 28. It is not certain how long we shall be here, but we are 
expecting to stay at least eight weeks . 

We have seve ral new crew member s on Party 38. On the record
ing crew are Bob Bjorgan, Cal Call, and Dal e Knut son and our 
junior observer, Tom Kerr, a transfer from Party V-23. Another 
recent addition to ou r crew is Bob Reischke, who is training under 
Permit Agent Richard Steiber. Other "fresh" faces o n P arty 38 
include Surveyor David (Red) Cros ley, Drill H elpers Russ Tveit 
and Hiram Weis , and Water-truck Dri ver Bill Liss. 

Congratu lations are in o rde r for Party 38 H elper Cal Call and 
his wife, Jae! Ann (Hill), who were married in Idaho Falls, Id aho, 
on January 26. Cal, from Ogden, Utah, and Jael An n , from Ken
mare, now make their home in Kenmare. 

Congratulations also go to Drill H elper Paul Knutson and his 
wife, Kathy, who are the proud pa rents of a baby boy. Jeremy 
Paul was born Janua ry 2 and weighed 7 pound s, 14 ounces, was 21 
inches long, and had lots of hair. 

Most of Part y 38 is glad to be in Wyo min g, a welcome relief 
after a long, hard North D akota winter; but we sha ll not mind 
going back, provided that a ll of the snow is gone before we head 
up north . -Mike Hou se. 

AREA MANAGER No len A. Webb has proudly annou nced tha t 
he has become a grandfather. Son Jame s and his wife, Rosemary, 
are the parents of Brandon Michael , who was born September 25 in 
the Torrance (California) Memorial H ospital. Brandon weighed 6 
pounds, 6 ounces when he was born and was 21 inches long. 

Area Manager Nolen Webb's first grandson , 
Brandon Michael , was born September 25. 
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Kimberly Watts Rodgers and her husband , Gregory , drink a toast 
to each other at the reception following their wedding. Kim• 
berly, the daughter of Party V-2 Manager H. D. (Slick) Watts 
and his wife, Jeanette , and Gregory were marr ied on July 9, 
1977, at the First Methodist Church in Medicine Lodge, Kansas. 

HOW ADVANCED TECHNOLOGY CAN GET 
YOU INTO TROUBLE 

A Wind st rip in four scenes 
Cast of Characters: 
Mayette Vagt, secretary in the Tunis office 
Marianne Clarke, ed itor of t he WESTERN PROFILE 

SCENE I: We ste rn Radio Room, Tunis 
DATE: March 14, 1978 
TI M E: 3 P.M . 
PROFILE: "Western Tu nis, Western Tuni s, this is WESTERN 

P ROFILE. How do you copy thi s, Western Tunis?" 
T UN IS: "ROGE R, ROGER, RO GER . Copy you five by: Hu 

Dat ??" (literal translation: Who is that?) 
PROFIL E: "WESTERN P ROFILE, Marianne Cla rk e on the line." 
TUNIS: (Good grief, Marianne got to us finally - no more 

excuse like the postal strike.) "Hi, Marianne, how are you? Is 
there so mething wrong over here? Do you have a problem???" 

PROFIL E : "You bet something is wrong. I have a big question 
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mark on my world map, just where Tun isia is; you have nothing 
to say?" 

TUNIS: (Mumble, mumble, mumb le) "Let me see: No wed
dings, no babies, no resignations, no Safety Dinners, no engage 
ments" (my list is getting shorter by the second); "just our usual 
selves . YOU REALLY NEED A WINDSTRIP??" (/ knew I 
would get into trouble tod ay.) 

PROFILE : "Of course, I need one. At your penc il and camera, 
girl. I shall be expecting your letter by Apri l 7, no later; that's the 
deadline." 

TUNIS: "ROG ER, ROGER, ROGER." (No arguing, it does 
not work .) "If you have nothing more, we will clear with you for 
now ." 

PROFILE: "No, we have noth ing further at this time." 
TUN IS: "Good-bye , Marianne, th is is Western Tunis standing 

by." (Me and my hurry to answer the radio.') 
PROFILE: "This is WESTERN PROFILE clear." 

SCENE II : Western Office in Tunis 
DATE: March 14, 1978 
T IME: 3:20 P.M . 
MAYETTE THINK ING : Big silence .... Incredible how 

your mind goes blank when something is required from it. 
If I tell them that the Vagts, the Mathewsons , the Hancocks, 

and Bill Brown all went on vacation the last six months, they will 
think that we have nothing to do here. No, better forget that. 

How about the new V-32 crew! No, they already came and left 
for Kuwait. 

What happened to the crew members??? NOTHING, nothing 
at a ll to help me . No urge to get married; no wish to have one, just 
one, tiny baby (it does not need to be fat). The only new vehicle 
anyone has boug ht is a pair of bicycles for the Kalina family (our 
mechanic). No graduations - the children are underage or over 
age; NO IMAG INATION, NO ADVENTURE, TH IS CREW IS 
DULL, FULL STOP. 

AND T HE DAYS WENT ON . 

SCENE III: Tunis 
DATE : April 2, 1978 
TIME: 2 A.M. 

MAYETTE TH INKING: I just remembe red some thing: Russ 
Stan land and his JO-years pin. (I hope we st ill got some pictures.) 
And when you think that he came to Tunis for just two to three 

During his short stay in Tuni sia, Party Manager Russell Stan• 
land (left ) recei ved his 10-Year Service Pin from Resi dent Man• 
ager John Math ewson. Russ' service date is November 1, 1967. 

months only (Russ is pre sently party manager based in Malta). 
We got him just at the right time. THANK YOU, RUSS. 

SCENE IV: Western Radio Room, Tunis 
DATE: Apri l 2, 1978 
TIME: 3 P.M. 
TUNIS: "WESTERN PROFILE, WESTERN PROFILE, do you copy? 

This is Western Tunis." 
PROFILE: "Go ahead, Western Tunis." 
TUNIS: "Is Marianne Clarke there?" 
PROFILE: "Speaking." 
TUNIS: "Hi , Maria nne. UH, UH , UH -a bout the Windstrip. 

How about a little JO-years pin?" (Without pictures?) "Is ihat 
fine with you??? (Keep your fingers crossed.) 

(Have you ever felt sometime in your life like an "empty 
echo?" It was just what I sensed at the other end for a few 
seconds, followed by a little throat rattling and we were in touch 
again.) 

PR OFI LE: "Fine, Mayette, fine, but you had better hurry up if 
you want to meet our deadline ." 

TUNIS: "ROGER, ROGER, ROGER. Western Tuni s CLEAR 
AND OFF THE AIR!!!" CLUMP . 

(I WILL NEVER AGAIN TOUCH THIS RADIO .) - Mayette 
Vagt. 

January 16 was a "happy birthday" for Accounting Clerk 
Teddie Melton when Accounting Clerk Marie Brooks put 
her skills to work, producing a cake for the occasion. 

S INCE OUR LAST REPO RT Party V-9 has continued opera 
tions in both Kentucky and Kansas . Despi te record cold tempera
tures and snowfall, the crew has worked diligently and efficiently. 
We are currently in Topeka, Kansas , and thankful for the warm 
spr ing weather. 

Party Manager Guy Brazell has, after 16 years of dedicated ser
vice, been promoted to a field supervisor in the Rocky Mountain 
division. Party V-9's best wishes go with him! Filling Guy's post 
as party manager is Jay Silverman, who recently left Part y V-2 in 
Colby, Kansas. 

Other personnel changes include Vibrator Mechanic Ed Phelps, 
who went to Party V-28 in Midland, Texas. Curt is Osborn has 
joined us as Ed's replacement, and he beings with him two years 
of foreign service with Western's crews in Egypt. A reluctant fare-
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well was bid to John Eckhart, who after eight years has left Party 
V-9 for Wyoming . 

Angela Cherie Germ ino, the first child of Surveyor Mark 
Germino and his wife, Margo, was born on Pa lm Sun d ay, March 
19, weighing 8 poun ds, 2 ounces. - Greg Mosley . 

1..-J-'-. i ~ 
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This is where the Profil e Office is now located , having moved 
April 4 from Sherman Oaks to Los Ange les. Our ground -floor 
suite extends from the hedge on the west s ide (left ) around the 
front, south, to the right edge of the picture. Our car s are 
garaged in back of the hedge. In addition to the three priv ate 
offices within these glass-wall confine s, we have an inside 
room for layout work, cop ier, some storage , and co ffee-tea pot ! 

PARTY V-8 S AW some major changes occur during February. 
Henry A. Kenney, former manager of Party V-8, was promo ted to 
field supervisor on February I. Henry has been with the Company 
since August 21, 1972, and he joined Party V-8 as manager in 
Sep1ember 1976. 

We, the crew of Par ty V-8, want to take this opportunity to say 
congratulations and good luck to H enry. 

Michael Bryant, former Party V-8 observer, was promo ted to 
party manager, taking over the position H enry vacated. The posi-
1ion of observer was filled by Ralph Fa rn um, o ur former assistant 
observer. - Deborah Bryant . 

SECRETARY DEBBIE MEITZLER has been promoted to super
visor of general services . Debbie has expressed plenty of enthus iasm 
for a very busy job . Her dut ies will include supe rvision of the supply 
room, the mail room, the copy rooms, and microfilm areas . Debb ie 
has been with Western for almost five years and held her first job in 
1he copy room . Four months later she was promoted to secreta ry 
for 1he general services department, which is now under the 
management of John Bennett. Everyo ne at Western wishes Debbie 
the best of luck in her new position. - A udrey Magill. 

JOHN RUPERT, 34, suffered a heart attack on board the Anne 
Bravo and d ied en route to the hosp ital via a Un ited Sta tes Coast 
Guard helicopter April 6. He had recently transferred into the 
Houston field service department as field eq uipment superviso r , 
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assuming a major role in the a ir-gun deve lopment prog ram as well 
as maki ng the shipboard installations and training the crews . 

J ohn joined Western in November 1966. After a six-month 
period on land crews, he t ra nsferred to the Far East. His contribu
tions to the field cr-ews brough t quick recognition to him as an in
dividual who could really perform a job well. H is recent assign 
ments were with the Anne Bravo in Alaska and the Western En
deavour in Australia. 

We share his loss with his wife, Sue, and their daughter, Sue. 
Mrs . Rupert plans to cont inue with Western as a lead electronic 
assembler. - Carol Gormley . 

DR. KENNETH L. LARNER, manager of research a nd prog ram 
deve lopment, has been named a candidate for first vice president of 
the internationa l Soc iety of Explo rat io n Geophysicists (SEG), an 
11,000-mem ber scientific organizatio n, to which he has belonged for 
the past 18 years. 

With Western since 1970, Ken was named to his present posi tion 
in 1975. While employed he has taught graduate geophysics at the 
U niversity of Houston during the summe rs of 1973 and 1974. Ken 
has been a prolific writer of technica l papers o n many topics in 
applied geophysics and holds a Ph .D. in geophysics from Massa
chusetts Institute o f Technology . 

T he 1978-1979 slate of officers will be elected by mail ballot to all 
SEG members in Ju ly. 

Vice President Vic Boyd (lef t) is accepting delivery of a com 
plete seismic package from Litton Resources Systems (LRS) 
President Jim Porter. The LRS package inc ludes bugg y-mounted 
vibrators and instrument cabs; altogether, there will be fou r 
bugg y-mounted vibrators that will be in use in South America . 

' ~ ~ .· .. 
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,,, HIS MANY FRIEN DS were saddened to learn of the death of 
Instrument Supe rvisor Klaus (Nick) Gebauer in January . Nick 
joined Western in Los Ange les in 1967. He was hired by John 
Maines as a technician in the test department and subsequently 
made the move to Galveston; st ill later, he transfer red to Houston 
as a field service engineer. Amo ng his many travel assignments 
was a long-term one as an instrument supervisor in Alaska, but 
more recent ly he had been assigned to the module test area in the 
instrumentation department. - Carol Gormley. 

PARTY V-3 COMING AT YOU! We wish all of you a great big 
"hello" from Party V-3. Our season has been full of hap penings. 
We have done lines in many different areas of southwest Texas, and 
our travels have taken our "team" from heavy brush areas in San 
Diego and Hebbronv ille all of the way to planting geop hones and 
laying cable in front of the courthouse in Hallettsv ille . Our primary 
working location has been in the "magic valley," which has those 
sunny skies, is laden with palm trees and fruit trees, and is near 
Pa dre Island and the Mexican border! 

With qua lity persons and sound leadership, Party V-3 is rapidly 
maturing with impressive resu lts. There are so many to mention : 
perm it agents, surveyors, vibrato r operato rs, and the record ing 
crew, who make the whole effort "jive." Our "starting line-up" is 
"coached" by Party Manager Keith Jo nes. On the "front line" is 
Vibrator Mechanic Truman Gilmore and Vibrator Operator Mike 
Buckner; "flan king" these are our "quarter back," Dennis Rine
hart (our observer), and our cable pusher, Manuel Gonzales. 

Not to be outdone, prominent "rookies" such as Field Clerk 
John (Cu rly) Thompson, III , Ju nior Observer J. R. (Snutfy) 
Nelson, and Perm it Agent G . G. Garcia have proven to be vital to 
our organization. All in all, it is a sound beginn ing, but there is 
much work to be done, many hills to climb, and proba bly several 
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Above-Vibrator Mechanic Truman Gilmore (left) checks 
over some equipment, assisted by Vibrator Operator Man• 
uel Gonzales as Party V-3 works in south Texas. Left
Party Manager Keith Jones listens while attending Par• 
ty V•3's first steak dinner. Below left-Vibrator Op
erator J. R. Soto checks the oil and the camera. Be
low-Helper Henry Rivera (left) ties up cable as Help
er Juan De La Cruz is ready to load it in his truck. 



Party V-3 Helpe rs Ef rain Flores (lef t) and Ar mando Romo keep 
an eye on traffic wh ile taping the cable down in sout h Texas. 

headaches to withstand . Still, with the nucleu s of persons who 
make up Party V-3, how can we lose?- Jose Rosas and Keith 
Jones. (Photos by Mike Buckner.) 

PARTY 36 TOOK A BREAK from its helicopter operation s in 
January and moved up to Ala ska to become Pa rty V-94, working 
with air guns on the ice of the Beaufort Sea. Included in the group 
was our assistant surveyor, Beverly Richardson, later joined by Bull 
Cook Mary Luttig, who became the first women to work in a North 
Slope seismic field camp. Spring should see us migrating back south 
in true "doodlebug" fashion . - Steve Gallup. 

SAFETY PAYS! Western Geophysical Company of America has 
received the highly coveted British Safety Council's 1977 Indus 
trial Safety Award. The award, according to London Office Man 
ager and Safety Officer M. G. (Gerry) Reynolds, is in recognition 
of the Company' s record of safety awarenes s and application in 
England, reflected in our London employees' very low accident 
rate throughout 1977. Winning the Safety Award also entitle s 
Western to fly the green and white British Safety Council Safety 
Flag over our London prem ises for one year. 

Gerry received a citation, which is being displayed to illustrate 
the award, at a banquet on May 19 at the Gro svener Hou se Hotel. 

" This is a vita l achievement for any company' s Safety Pro 
gram," said James Tye, director general of the British Safety 
Council. " It demonstrate s the transition from the intent of a 
safety policy on the wall into actual lives, limbs, and money 
saved. Only a small percentage of the nation's indu stry qualify;. 
but if indu stry in general could achieve the same standard s, we 
would see a vast reduction in the current losses of over 1,000 
million pounds and in the inestimable suffering cau sed annually 
through industrial accident s ." 

Adds Gerry, "Thi s award is addre ssed to each and every one of 
you (in London), and you should feel proud of the achievement. 
On behalf of the Company I want to thank all of you for winning 
the award and for your disp lay of safety awareness within the 
Company. 

"In light of the achievement, though, may I still ask that con 
tinual vigilance be displayed toward safety matters and that your 
ideas and suggestions are still forthcoming to me for review and 
implementation where necessary." 

The PROFILE staff joins Western's officers and its safety 
director, Roge r Cumba, in congratulating our London 
colleagues. (Photo will be in next issue. - Ed .) 
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NEWS FROM PARTY A·§l !;;ypjg mi~~§ !!~!!in w/~h !h~ ~f!B~6~
ment of Marcelle Gilbert to Geophysical Technician A. M. (Mike) 
Gurski on Valentine's Day. The weddin g will be held October 7. 

Geophysica l Technician Ton y Hernande z and wife Paula Rene, 
of Houston, celebrated daughter Heathe r Rene' s first birthday on 
February 22. 

Geophysical Technician Henry Wintringham is expecting the ar
rival of a new pet - "pet computer, " that is! T he computer is abou t 
the size of a television set and can be programmed to utilize all types 
of data and to play games such as backgammon or chess. Henry 
plans to use his new "pet" for vario us experimental activities, and 
the whole department is waiting to see who his first victim will be. 

·Party R-6 has many new employee s this year. They are: Junior 
Geophysical Technicians Joh n Heckman, Mien Nguyen, Vera 
Clark, Michelle Owings, Patricia Morse, and Mike Cusack . We are 
an active gro up, participating in sports as varied as softball and sail
ing. Vera Clark and Michelle Owings "play for blood" on the 
women's softball team while Jim Grimaud and Mike Gurski con
tinue their batt le on the men's softball team. - Michelle Owings. 

TOM AND TERI DANNENB ERG are the proud parents of Julie 
Anne Dannenberg, who put in her first appearance at 11:31 A .M . 

on December 24, 1977. She weighed in at 7 pounds and was 20 
inches in length. She is a real charmer, with red hair and blue 
eyes. Daddy Tom is an electronics technician in the instrumenta
tion and field services department. - Carol Gormley. 

WESTERNERS: Remember that Windstrip news depends 
on you. Be sure to report interesting events involving you or 
your family to the P ROFILE Office, Western Geophysical 
Company, 5979 West 3rd Street, Suite 100, Los Angeles, 
California 90036. 

TIM BRIGGS, supervisor of contract s and billing, Houston, and 
his wife, Linda, announce the arriva l of their first son , Ryan 
Timothy, born on February 17. -Jane Coppage. 

Ana Cecilla Valbuena (left), secretary in our office In 
Bogota, Colombia, spent her vacation this year in Los 
Angeles and Houston. While in the former she visited 
the Profile Office (then In Sherman Oaks), where she is 
shown with Editor Marianne Clarke (center) and Editor• 
ial Assistant Jennifer Foster. In Los Angeles for a 
wedding, Ana Cecilla took in many tourist attractions. 



Lori Ann Posada, daug hter of 
Party V•4 Cable Pusher Gerardo 
Posada and wife Josie , wa s born 
November 1, 1977. She weighed 
6 pound s, 5 ounces al bi rth. 

HOWD Y, WESTERNE RS! Party V-4, headed by Ray Hughes, 
has finally ret urned to Beeville, Texas, following four months of 
work in Arkansas . Coherent to our usual "good" timing, the 
work in Arkansa s was duri ng the winter. The adjustment from 
cactus to snow proved to be quite a challenge, and consequently 
the trip was enlighten ing for the crew. This fact was especially t rue 
for Helper J. D. Posada, who learned that repa iring the cables in
side the motel room was more enjoyab le than repa ir ing them in 
the field. The crew was glad, however, to return to the warm cli
mate of south Texas . 

J. D. Blair and James Maxey are still permitting while George 
Bernal and Leonard Rivera ha ndle the recordi ng. Senior Surveyo r 
Cha rles Edwards has received needed help with the hiring of new 
Surveyor Gene Powell, who is from Oklahoma . 

This winte r proved to be rewarding as Cable Pus her Gera rdo 
Po sada and wife Josie became the proud parents of Lori Ann 
Posada, who was born November I, 1977, weighing 6 pounds, 5 
ounces . Also during November J . D. Posado and wife Clem were 
enjoying their new member to the family as Clem had a little girl 
named Marie, who weighed 8 pounds, 7 ounces . 

The past year was a very safe one for Party V-4, and ma ny of 
our crew members are receiving Safety Awards . Some of those eli
gible and their gifts are as follows : Jose Posado, two key rings; 
Esteban Mata, lighter; Fermin Garcia, lighter; Humberto Lopez, 
two T -shirts; Joh n Ramon, T-shirt; Richard Cuellar, key cha in; 
Manue l Mata, T-shirt; Robert McBee, lighter; Jo se Pe na, lighter; 
and Manuel Flores, lighter. 

Party V-4 is loo king forward to another successful year and 
hope s that the same can be said for you. -Bill Barnes. 

TH INK DUST. Lubbock, Texa s -appropria te for a west Texas 
Wind strip! Party V-22 has been in the Lub bock area for the past 
eight months eating dust and chew ing up the miles. Two stea k 
dinners for mileage have been enjoyed by the crew, along with 
picnics and with more in the planning . The only memb er of the 
crew not present at the first dinner was our part y manager, Mark 
Whitman, who was vacat ioni ng in Hawaii. We on Party V-22 
agreed that it would be nice to have somethi ng more tang ible than 
full stomachs to remember these most productive month s; thus, 
all of the member s of the crew working during certain consecutive 
month s were presen ted with gray windbreakers with the Company 
name, party number, and their names on the ja ckets . 

Congratulations are in orde r for four couples on Pa rty V-22 thi s 
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Top-Party V-22 celebrated its first 100 miles in Texas 
with a steak dinner and a cake, decorated with West
em's Safety Emblem. Middle- Supervisor Ji m Goodgame 
and his hat provided entertainment at the second steak 
dinner. Bollom- "Food!" says Palsy Chappa while hus
band Larry, a helper, decides whether to confiscate her 
roll and Chuck Houghton, a vibrator operator, and his 
family, Chad and Becky, wait for everyone to be served. 

past year. Jerry and Bertha Mo rgan were married this past 
October after a "whirlw ind" courtship; Wilbert and Carolyn 
Ph illip exchanged vows last August; Jerry and Sheryl Kendrick 
state d their promi ses to one another on ly this past Februar y; and 
Randy and Kath y Norris had a first anniversary, in April. Now all 
that we need are some " little additions" to the crew! 

As they say out he re, " Biiii now, see ya when the dust clears, ya 
hear!" - Rebecca Phillips. (Photos by Mark Whitman and 
Lawrenc e Dowdy.) 
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42 YEARS 
•Mollere, John C. 
Strange, Booth B. 

41 YEARS 
A.dams, John A. 

36 YEARS 
Hale, Margaret E. 

35 YEARS 
Buschmihle, Joe E. 

34 YEARS 
Maroney, Thomas P. 

33 YEARS 
Sul.livan, Roscoe L. 

32 YEARS 
Bernhardt, Don A. 

'Brooks , William T. 

31 YEARS 
Maines, John J. 

30 YEARS 
Browder, Walter C. 
Dingman, M . Howard 
Hanson, Ernest E. 

'Lammert, John F. 
Martin, Char les E. 
Williams, C. Q. 

29 YEARS 
Anderson, Clarence N. 
David, Vernon B. 
Nicholls, Charles W. 

' Sebastian, Charles F., Jr. 

28 YEARS 
'Brick, Larry 
Richard, Carl R. 
Schuller, Jerom e A. 

27 YEARS 
*Bates, Grant P. 
Dees, James A. 

'Larrabee, Harry C. 
Loven, J . Warner 

'Stewart, Max R. 

26 YEARS 
Boyd, Victor C. 
Denniston, James P. 
Ross, William F. 

25 YEARS 
'Baird , James K. 
Brown, William R. 
Clingan, John E. 

• Johnston, David 
'Letourneau, Delor A. 
•Semeliss, Herman A. 

24 YEARS 
*Brannon, Willie G . 

•Int errupted Sen 1ice 

THEY SERVE 
Service Anniversaries ... April, May, June 

Clapsaddle, Darrell 
Lane, Willie G. 

23 YEARS 
• Rubino, Corrado 

22 YEARS 
*Gregor)!, E. D. 
•Hlastala, John B. 

Litchenberg, Jack B. 
Livesey, John G. 

21 YEARS 
*Henry, James L. 

20 YEA RS 
Ireton, Roy R. 
Walz, William J. 

19 YEARS 
*Banzi, Gino 
•Goudy, Billy R. 
Sherman, Robert P. 

*Taylor, Franklin 

18YEA RS 
*Leonard, Fred 0. 
Zowie, Richard L. 

17 YEARS 
Dowdy, Lawrence 

*Dowst, Emery E. 
Malagutti, Mario 
Merten, Fred A. 

*Shoup, George M. 
Vorpagel, George A. 

16 YEARS 
Kubik, James J. 

15 YEARS 
Palacino, Gaetano 

•Pivanti, Carlo 
*Russ, Robert S. 

14 YEARS 
Bowling, James H. 
Chambers, Ronald E. 

*Green, Jack 
'Leavitt, Keith A . 
Leleaux, Richard A. 

13 YEARS 
Bivin, David D. 

'Broussard, Milton J. 
Cole, Patrick J. 
Di Francesco, Riccardo 
Goodman, David W. 

"Lloyd, Guy 
Richards, Alan J. 

•small, Kenneth L. 

12 YEARS 
• Arndt, David E. 
*Bishop, Steve D. 
Creel, Norman J. 

•cro ss, Marie 
Dorsey, Richard W. 

*Hadford, Jeff J. 
Hall, Cooper E. 
Lonsdale, Geoffrey F. 

Renzetti , Mario 
• schulstad, John L. 

11 YEARS 
Bishop, Edward J. 
Carabella, Guido 

*Durham, David P. 
•Edwards, Anthony J. 
Eubanks, T. W., Jr. 

• Ferrari, Shirley Munday 
Fish, Richard S. 
Gayen, Indu 
Kudrna, Antonin J. 

*Lind, Harry W. 
Massey, Derek L. 
Mitchell, Leslie 

*Partin, Harold 0. 
Rachal, Willard G. 
Rogers, Joe E. 
Snyder, Donald C. 
Stella, Giovanni 
Swaroop, Brahma N. 

IO YEARS 
Arena, Antonio 
Arvanitopoulos, A. M. 
Bickham, Ronnie N. 
Blair, Clare A. 

•chatoor , Winston J. 
Evans, John T. 
Giansaine, Samuele 

*Handel, Arthur E. 
*Heitkamp , Clifford H . 
*Isgrigg, Richard C. 

Ivanitz, John M. 
•Kingshott, David J. 
*Meitzen, Arthur Lee 
Moniz, Luigi 
Parker, Marion L. 
Peduli, Claro 
Price, Ronald W. 
Ranieri, Giuseppe 
Reed, Johnie L. 

• Reilly, Edward C. 
• Russell, Anthony 
Swearingin, John T. 

9YEARS 
App icciutoli, Antonio 
Baker, Christopher G. 
Bernal, George A . 
Brettell, Murray W. 

*Brodrick, Bruce W. 
Brown, Kelvin J. 
Bruckshaw, Donald W. 
Di Profiro, Vando 
Di Sabatino, Emidio 
Erik, Wendelin 
Gamboa, Gustavo 

•Hardy, Brian 
Iovoli, Alberto 

• Jones, Rex W. 
Jovanovic, Marco 

'Kroshus, Robert C . 
Lavrati, Angelo 
Licata, Giuseppe 
Montuori, Gennaro 
Price, Evan 

*Rochat, Donald M. 
*Rosser, Richard A. 

Russell, John R. 
Scherling, Michael D. 
Stringer, Barbara S. 
Trebotich, Steve 

'Wat son, Donald G. 

8 YEARS 
Brummerhop , Linda S. 

Curlee, Robert M. 
Dawlearn, Anthony W. 
Evans, M. W. 
Ewing, Ronald J. 
Goodloe, Kent J. 
Green, David E . 
Jensen, Rober t A. 

•Krochak, David 
Lattimer, Brian V. 
Manison, Ronald 
McKee, Wavil A. 
Patrick, Jerry D. 
Renne , Rosalba 
Samuels, Joseph G. 
Vagt, Volker 

7 YEA RS 
Biolcati Rinaldi, Rino 
Boyd, Andrew R. 
Brown, David 
Burnham, Paul 
Dolcetti, Claudio 
Fredrick, Robert N. 
Harler, John C. 
Holmer, Richard A. 

• Hurst, Stephen C. 
Latimer, Le Jeune H. 
Little, Herbert A. 

*Loven, Eddy D. 
Micaroni, Antonio 
Miller, Adrian D . 

*Miller, Kenneth R. 
Opp, Anthony A. 
Roma, Alpinolo 
Tong, Thomas 
Walker, George T . 
Yap, Dicky H. E. 

'Young, John T. 
Zonari, Lidio 

6 YEARS 
Biolcati Rinaldi, Arnaldo 
Briggs, William T. 
Brooks, Marie A. 
Bryant, Mike 
Chaparro, Humberto 

Choate, Joe B. 
Clegg, Joseph F. 
Denham, Scott S. 
Enge, Marie B. 
Flanders, Cordie D., Sr. 
Graves, Richard F. 
Grimes, Harvey R. 
Gutierrez, Felix 
Higgins, Ronald B. 
Hughes, Robert G. 
Merchan, Luis 
Mierkiewicz, Robert A. 
Pettigrew, Denver T. 
Ruffin, James W. 
Sands, William J. 
Scherer , Dona ld A. 
Swenson, Miles S. 
Teran, Raul 
Waldron, William 
Whaley, Thomas J. 

5 YEARS 
Andries, Shirley A. 
Benton, James W. 
Evans, Michele D. 
Foulger, Peter M. 
Gillard, David J. 
Girouard, Kirk L. 
Gonzales, Baldemar G. 
Hanson, Ronald E. 
Humphrey s, Sally 
Kinlaw, Barbara F. 
Makin, John 
Malito, John A. 
Maricle, Ward R. 
Marsh, Peggy M. 
Miller, Daniel H. 
Mullens, John R. 
Parish, Anthony Lee 
Rodrigues, Robert 
Rodriguez, Louis A. 
Shopland, Robert C. 
Shorter, Herman 
Tinsley, John H. 
Tom kinson, John S. 
Van Butselaar, Gert 
Young, Novell L. 
Yunt, Al J . 
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