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AM PLEASED to advise you that 1977 was our 
Company's best year. The performance of 

our people throughout Western's organization 
in all parts of the world gives us reason to be 
justifiably proud . 

Western continues to strive to provide the 
petroleum industry with the most advanced and 
effective world-wide geophysical exploration 
services. In order to meet this objective, we 
must have a strong, aggressive, financially 
sound organization. This we have! 

In addition to the complete geophysical ser
vices that we provide, Western often takes the 
initiative in acquiring and making available to 
the entire petroleum industry, at a relatively 
low cost, reconnaissance seismic data in fron
tier exploration areas. These proprietary sur
veys often accelerate interest, and therefore ex
ploration and development, in these relatively 
unexplored areas. The costs and risks in such 
areas are frequently very high. By the careful 
selection of areas, good planning, and efficient 
operations, we have been able to make this type 
of survey profitable for Western and advanta
geous to the petroleum industry in its ever-ex
panding search for petroleum reserves . 

I wish to express my appreciation to the thou
sands of Westerners whose outstanding per
formances made 1977 an excellent year. We 
look forward to your continuing support in 
1978, a year that we view with cautious 
optimism. 



Western of Canada Creates 
'Package' for Pakistan Contributors: 

Story 
Cal Harvey 
Calgary Staff 

Photos 

"TOTAL SEISMIC PACKAGE," including equipment for 
three seismic crews, a computer center, training of per

sonnel, and supervisory operation s for an initial period of 
two years, was put together by Western Geophysical Com
pany of Canada, Calgary, Alberta, for Pak istan. 

The "package," of approximately eight million dollars 
for the equipment, was financed by Pak istan's Oil and Gas 
Development Corporation (OGDC) through a loan from the 
Canadian government's Canadian Internationa l Develop 
ment Agency (CJDA). In addition, CIDA donated the cost 
of a training program in Canada for Pakistani personnel 
and of supervising the operations in Pakistan for two years. 
Thus, the Pa kistani package was basically in two parts, and 

Cal Harvey 
Bryant Misener 

the materia ls and equipment went hand in hand with the 
program to train 26 Pakistanis in the equipment's usage. 

CIDA, in requesting bids for the package in early 1976, 
specified that the "prime contractor" be a company that 
was able to provide two-thirds of the contract as "Canadian 
content," Western' s qualification, or to be a Canadian cor 
poration owned by Canadians. Western of Canada and 
three other companies submitted bids in March 1976. 

Vice President Leo J . Dunn handled the contract negotia 
tions for Western of Canada . Purchas ing Section Manager 
Don Frisbee also participated, preparing all of the deta ils of 
the contract such as equipment size, shape, pric e, delivery, 
and the like, as well as sitting in on all negotiations. After 

A vibrator and parts , in Montreal for ocean shipment to Karachi , are only part of Western of Canada 's " total seismic package" for Pakistan. 
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prolonged talks, a contract with Western of Canada was 
signed in June and ratified by CIDA in July I 976. Canadian 
Mike O'Connor was transferred from London to Calgary to 
serve as project manager, reporting to Canadian Vice Presi
dent J. W. (Warner) Loven. 

Western was awarded the contract by CIDA because of 
our ability to build the instruments, vehicles, cables, geo
phones, computers, and the like for a major portion of a 
modern seismic crew and seismic processing cente r. Also, 
we had the experience that enables us to procure all of the 
add itional ancilliary equipment required for a seismic 
company and the personnel to teach and train (from the 
academic point of view to the practical application) new 
people in seismic techniques. 

Materials and Equipment 

A branch of the Ga lveston, Texas, laboratory was estab
lished in Calgary to manufacture vibrators and buggies; and 
Western of Canada's E. E. (Mike-Cowboy) Han son and his 
crew moved to the Number Two Shop (as it was known) 
next door to the Airliner Inn for the next year, working 
under somewhat adverse conditions but managing to keep 
Western of Canada's crew equipment in the field . 

Instrument Supervisor Ed Selzer put up with the continu
ous hullabaloo in the lab, which was being used for assem
bly of electronic hardware and the initial setup and later re
assemb ly and packaging of COBA ® I and II system s, not to 
mention the assembly of the other instruments, comp lete to 
installation in articulated vehicles. 

Of course, to make things even more interesting, a stock
room for parts used in the manufacturing was also required; 
so Al Chandler was "volunteered" for this service . With 
both spare parts and suppl ies for the crews and a continuous 
supply of parts for this new manufacturing arriving every 
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Western of Canada Vice President 
J. W. (Warner) Loven is busy with 
paperwork in connection with the 
Canada-Pakistan seismic project. 
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Danny Stroich , named the overall administrator of Western of Can
ada's "total seismic package " for Pakistan, worked long hours. 

-

day from places known and unknown, Al's use of aspirin 
was increased. 

The number of personnel did not really change that 
much. Many "new" faces came and went; and some "old" 
faces were reclassified temporar ily, such as overall 
Administrator Danny Stroich, who hand led the task of 
purchasing and logistics right through until the last item was 
signed, sealed, and shipped. He was helped by Accountant 
Bernie Makarra and Bernie's assistant, Evelyn Schmitt. 

The front office was a different story. New faces arrived 
every day from all over the world, all asking for a place to 
locate their bodie s and belongings . Lo and behold, though, 
there was enough space, even after remodeling the entire 
front offi ce and reception area, to make room for a 
PRE /SE IS® data center, several new offices, and lecture 
rooms. 
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It seemed that everyone was in the same place at the same 
time. But wait! We still have not included the Pakistani 
trainees. Then there was confusion! In a while, as the days 
became more organ ized and the noise lowered to a dull roar, 
the front office seemed as peacefu l as ever. 

The material con tra ct included, initially, the purchasing 
and manufacturing of parts to build eight vibrators (AHV
Y900-6) and two recorde rs (A HR -I) . Production of the ve
hicles began in August 1976 as parts arrived from Houston 
and Galveston and from local supp liers in Calgary and 
Edmonton, Alberta. 

Sandblasting, welding, drilling ho les, threading holes, 
making up hydraulic hoses, reading blueprints, looking at 
pictures of buggies manufactured in Galveston, assembling 
components, and correcting mistakes were all in a day's 
work. 

Galveston technical assistance was temporari ly given by 
Gerald Kamp, J . P. Morris, Max Davila, and Steve Noriega 
as they trained Canadians to carry on in this new industry. 
Western of Canada's first buggy was rolled out and given 
initial approval by CIDA engineers on Novembe r 13, 1976. 
The last of the 15-ton articu lated vehicles was comp leted in 
March 1977, six weeks ahead of schedule. · 

Ron Roper, of Litton Resources Systems, provided tech
nical assistance in installing the COBA systems in the re
corders. When the recorders were ready, those units, a long 
with other record ing equipment, were driven in convoy 
south of High River, a town about 50 miles south of 
Calgary. After several delays the field testing was 
completed, with the assistance of the Pakistani trainees; and 

Walter Schawalder (left) and Gerald Kamp confer in the Calgary 
shop. Gerald came up from Galveston, Texas, to lend his techni• 
cal assistance temporarily to Canada's "to tal seismic package. " 

This vibrator, built for Pakistan by Western of Canada, takes a final field test with in Calgary's city limits before being shipped to Karachi. 



During a field trip to Drayton Val
ley, Canada, Pakista ni A. S. Moosa 
(on the truck) and an unidentified 
man inspect one of the vibrators . 

approval was given by the CIDA contract engineers, Bob 
Comer and Gordon Johnston. 

Meanwhile, five 40-foot camp traile rs were being manu 
factured by Atco Industries of Calgary. They included three 
sleepers, one utility, and one specially-designed workshop 
trailer capable of hand ling mechanical repa irs in cam p. 

Hillbrand Indu str ies of Edmonton, having built a record
ing buggy, was comp leting 14 support buggies (articulated 
and diesel-powered) and three 6 x 6 articulated buggies 
combined with a seismic Model 10 dr ill rig, the Canadian 
version of a Model 1000 drill. 

In England 14 Land Rovers had been purchased and were 
being assembled. In all there were 28 articulated vehicles, 5 
camp trai lers, and 14 four-wheel drive personnel carriers. 

The PRE/SEIS system was being assembled and tested 
along with a tape library and various pieces of equipment 
used for training purposes. 

To back up all of th is soph isticated equipment, which was 
ordered early in the contract, spa re parts were being pur
chased and crated, ready for shipment. In total there were 
625 tons of mechanical and electronic hardware and spare 
parts, which also included several months' supplies of 
expendable items, either airlifted or shipped by rail and sea 
to their final destination of Islamabad, Pakistan. 

Pakistani ramees 

The training program for 26 Pakistani trainees actually 
started several months prior to their arrival. A group was 
put together in Houston to initiate and implemen t a formal 
training program for Western of America, with Western of 
Canada as the first customer . In addition, Canadians within 
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the Western family were assembled to be trained as instruc
tors, and several Western of Canada employees were sent to 
Houston to get all of the inside information about systems 
and equipment that the Pakistani trainees would need to 
know. 

Dr. T. E. (Ted) Clee, originally from Toronto, Ontario, 
was named training director, and with his wife, Jane, and 
daughter Sarah, moved to Calgary for the duration of the 
program. His all-Canadian team in Calgary included Greg 

Students from the Oil and Gas Development Agency of Pakistan ap
ply techniques they have learned in Western of Canada's t raining 
program. This training will continue for two years in Pakistan . 



Godkin, Bill Ross, Walter Schawa lder, Barry Brace, Jim 
Wilson, Barry Hunt, Bryant Misener, Cal Harvey, and 
Martin Thumwood . 

The Pakistani trainees for the Canadian program, under 
the leadership of OGDC Senior Geophysicist A. S. Moo sa, 
were handpicked by Ted Clee in Karachi , after exhaust ive 
and sophisticated testing, the methodology of which Ted 
seems reluctant to divulge for some esoteric reason. It 
nevertheless brought to Canada a gro up of as highly 
professional, experienced, sophistica ted, and charming 
individuals as one might expect to meet anywhere in the 
world in this industry . We wish them, in all sincerity, the 
best of luck and life . 

In January 1977 the 26 tra inees ar rived in Calga ry for 
eight months of formal and "hands-on" training in various 
seismic-related discip lines. Warner Loven, Mike O 'Con nor, 
Ted Clee, ClDA Representative Dorothy Linder, and the in
structors gathered at the Blackfoot Inn to formally greet the 
Pakistani technicians . 

Within a day or two lectures had begun in earnest. With 
only about eight months to prepare, the Paki stanis were lec
tured for six hours a day, with several hours of study each 
evening. It was an exhaust ing schedule for both the trainees 
and the instructors; so the occasional long weekend was 
greeted with more than ju st enthusiasm. 

The military takeover in Pakistan caused concern among 
everyone involved in the training program; but with the help 
of the Canadian Embassy in Islamabad, all fears were put 
aside and the program continued as usual. 
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Luck ily the Canadian winter was mild; and with numer
ous "chinooks" (warm, moist winds), everyday life was 
made bearab le . Field trips to northern Alberta and other 
crews were found to be interesting and informative. 
Pakistani Geophysicists Abdul S. Moo sa and Mahmood A. 
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Assistant Supervisor W. F. (Bill) 
Ross is preparing a section for the 
ne~t day's lecture to the Pakistani 
students who are enrolled in West• 
ern of Canada's training program. 

Train ing Director Or. T. E. Clee 
(from the left); Dorothy Linder , 
Canadian government representative; 
and Chaudry Mahmood are discussing 
some problems of Pakist anis in the 
Western of Canada training program. 
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Muqueet were both surprised at the small numbe r of men 
required to run one of Western's crews as some OG DC 
crews number in the hundreds . 

All of the field crews who participated in the tra ining pro 
gram are to be congratulated for the fine way that they re
ceived the tra inees . Everyone involved in the program 
always put "business first." 

The training program in Canada drew to a close, and a 
graduation-fa rewell dinner was held for the Pakistan is on 
August 24, with Vice President Leo Dunn (a native of 
Canada ) and many Western of Can ada officials attend ing. 

Short ly therea fter the newly-tra ined Pakistanis returned 
home, soon followed by 12 Western of Canada employees 
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Left - The long tra ining progra m over, Dr. T. E. (Ted) 
Clee (left ) toasts his former Pakistani students dur
ing the graduation -farewell dinne r party in Calgary in 
their honor. Below- Vice Presid ent Leo J . Dunn (fifth 
f rom left , standing ) poses with George Hobson of the 
Canadian governm ent (to Leo's left) and the Pakistani 
technicians prior to the graduat ion-farewell dinner. 

who moved to P akistan to continue teaching their sk ills and 
to provide superviso ry tra ining for the two-year program 
that follows the initia l training period . 

As this was a government-sponsored program, some 
minima l additiona l paperwork was necessary; but to offset 
this the government did prod uce some personable and 
genuine experts in our field. Their response to quer ies and 
speed of action shou ld be the legitimate envy of many a 
private enterp rise. They provided a real boost to our 
accomplish ing ou r objectives. Mrs. M. Cayer of CIDA and 
George Hobson of the depar tment of energy, mines, and 
resources deserve an honorable mention in the P ROF ILE for 
the ir efforts. 

WESTERN PROFILE 



To Party 35 

Abu Dhabi's Desert 
Presents a Challenge 
Story and Photos by Paul Hellier 

UR PARTY 35 STORY starts Jong before Abu Dhabi, 
when Party V-35, upon completing operations in 

Pakistan, transferred all of its equipment to Dubai for 
stacking. Here it sweltered under the Arabian Peninsula sun 
for several months unti l word was received from Hou ston to 

get everything but the vibrators operational-yesterday. 
(Isn't it always!) So we dropped the "V" and became Party 
35. 

First to arrive in Abu Dhabi was Resident Manager John 
Ivanit z, fresh from vacation. He was closely followed by 
Expeditor Paul Hellier from Bahrain. While John started 
sort ing out the various permits and licenses, your reporter 

"Continuous white sand dunes" is the way that the client explained the desert prospect in Abu Dhabi to Party 35. It appears that he was right. 
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Abu Dhabi Resident Manager John lvanitz studies some paperwork. 

was in Dubai co-ordinating the various movements of 
equipment and personnel. 

Field Supervisor Darrell Clapsadd le from Saudi Arabia 
and Mechanical Supervisor Roger Coker from Galveston, 
Texas, were the first arrivals in Dubai . These two remark 
able characters became known to us all as "The C. C. 
Twins." Although only being loaned to Party 35, their 
exploits will be long in the memory of those who set up the 
operation. One incident worth repeating was the occasion 
when they returned to their hotel and found the toi let light 
out. The C. C . Twins ordered four various drinks and a 
light bulb. At last the room-service waiter arrived and told 
them that the barman did not know how to mix a light bulb 
but if he were given the recipe he would try to make it. 

Others quick to join the Dubai scene were Party Manager 
Jim Ruffin from vacation, Frank Sharek and Richard 

_ , 

This mosque in Abu Dhabi was one 
of the attractions for Party 35. 

Field Supervisor Darrell Clapsad· 
die (left) and Mechanical Super• 
visor Roger Coker have been check• 
ing one of Party 35's air drills . 
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To reassure doubters that Party 35 
really Is out there in Abu Dhabi 
SOIMWhere- someone posted a sign. 

Murray and wife Pat from Libya, Bill White and Leo 
Mangum from Saudi Arabia, and Bill Kitchen from Paki
stan. Those from Libya and Saudi Arabia, where the 
"Golden Goodness" (beer) was hard to find, really enjoyed 
the change to the free atmosphere of Dubai. Most evenings 
saw the personnel drift from the "Little A" (Airlines Hotel) 
to the "Big A" (Ambassador Hotel), where a nightly band 
catered to the tastes of all of the crew. 

Soon the equipment started to appear. Bill Kitchen 
brought a trai ler camp from Pakistan, and four extra 
buggies and cables arrived from Tanzania. With the 
presence of our new air drills, or "Coker's Puffers" as they 
became known, our days in Dubai were numbered. We had 
spent a month assembling and organizing all of the 
equipment; so it was with some regrets that we headed in 
convoy for the Emirate of Abu Dhabi and the prospect area. 

Abu Dhabi lies to the southwest of Dubai and is the 
capital of the United Arab Emirates (UAE). This newly-

oti 

formed (1971) country is composed of seven emirates and 
covers 30,000 square miles. Shaped like a Bedouin's dagger, 
it lies along the south edge of the Arabian Gulf. The 
population at present stands at 600,000, of which only 200Jo 
are citizens and the balance is made up of Indians, Iranians, 
and Arabs of other nationalities. With such a small 
indigenous popu lation, the UAE has the distinction of 
having the highest per -capita income in the world. Within a 
handful of years the desert has been pushed back by armies 
of construction workers who have invaded the once-brown 
townships. The work proceeds at a frantic rate, and vast 
building sites spread for miles with forests of cranes and 
scaffolding littering the horizon. Abu Dhabi Emirate 
consists of 800Jo of the land area of the UAE and provides 
900Jo of the federal budget, being the richest in oil. 

Party 35 did not have the pleasure of any first impres
sions, howeve r , as we by-passed the city and headed toward 
the southwest of the emirate to the area of continuous white 

Party 35 Driller-Mechanic Art Dore 
is practicing the second of his two 
titles as he works industriously on 
a " K" buggy in Abu Dhabi 's desert . 
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Mechanical Supervisor Roger Coker, 
who is a long way from his home 
base of Galveston , Texas, admires 
some camels in Abu Dhabi 's desert. 

One of Party 35's pickups demonstrates the difficulty of navigat
ing those "contin uous white sand dunes " in the Abu Dhabi desert. 

l 

sand dunes-at least this is how the client described them. 
Not only does our all-buggy crew have to traverse these 
dunes, but also we have to negotiate our way over and 
around the huge dunes that rise 200 to 300 feet from the 
numerous subquadt flats that prevail in the sout hern region. 
Add to this the high winds and blowing sands that change 
the topography and bury cables and flags and temperatures 
that soar to 130° F.: This, then, is the prospect area. In fact 
it is the start of the "Empty Quarter" of Arabia. 

So rough is the terrain that it was immediately decided to 
order Western's first 6 x 6 buggy. From its first day in the 
field this magnificent machine has "eaten" any terrain that 
it has had to cross . This must be the first of many more. 

Party 35's efforts on Abu Dhabi's 
subquadt flats are highly visible. 
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With 37 vehicles to maintain, our mechanics, John Ash 
and Rory Coughlan, and Vibrator Technician Rich Mu rray, 
led by Dave (Super Kiwi) Lister, all keep a runn ing nonstop 
maintenance service . Bill Kitche n, after an initial period, 
decided to return to the United States . 

Once our operations were really moving , Alger ia sent us 
weathering experts Bill Browne and Steve Maliszewski. (The 
latter is getting married short ly; so a ll of us on Party 35 wish 
Steve lots of luck and happ iness.) They a lso sent Catsk inner 
Karol Daniel, who now keeps our D7 caterpillar , "Miss 
Pussy," purring through the dunes cutting access roads to 
the lines for our "Puffers" and recording crew . Our latest 
arrival from Algeria is Surveyor Willie Stebelski who, with 
ex-Party V-26 Surveyor Dil Bagh H ashme, keeps th is side of 
the operation running smooth ly-if you can call it smooth 
while contend ing with this terrain . 

Leading our drills is Frank (Malta) Sharek, ass isted by 
Driller-Mechanics Gordon Dixon and Art Do re. On our up
hole rig Driller Mertah Hamd is the man in charge . 

Last but not least, Party 35's recording crew deserves a 
mention . Led by Chief Observer Bill White and ably assisted 
by Observer Leo Mangum, this combination ran a smooth, 
efficient show. I say "ran" beca use Leo returned to the 
States upon the sudden death of his father. Party 35 and all 
of those who know Leo wou ld like to pass on the ir 
condolences on his sudden and tragic loss. We unde rstand 
that Leo is now working on a crew Stateside. All the best, 
Leo. 

Taking over as observer is yet another ex-Alge rian, 
Christopher Crehan. Chris was heard to excla im, on seeing 
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Party 35 Mechanic David Lister dresses to 
withstand the heat of Abu Dhabi's desert. 

Catskinner Karol Daniel (lef t) and Party 
Manager Tony Edwards discuss the tracks on 
one of Party 35's vehicles in Abu Dhabi. 
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A clock tower In Abu Dhabi tells the time for Party 35. 

Town-based Seismologist llmudNn Marica, Is completiog aome 
work for Party 35, which 11 based In the Abu Dhabi desert. 

Party 35's own desert, "Expletive deleted! This isn't like the 
Algerian Desert." Our "patte rn poppe rs," Shooter Jawaid 
Mugha l and Assistant Observer Antonio Rojas, complete 
the recordin g crew. 

In the town of Abu Dhabi resides our seismologist, 
Ilmud een (Deen) Maricar. Deen is a Singapore citizen but 
takes his breaks in Madras, India , where his wife and son 
are living. With the large dune areas our various stati c cor
rections need a lot of attentio n, and between his junkets 10 

Madras Deen is busy running between the office and the 
local processing center. 

Al so in town is your reporter, Paul Hellier, with wife 
Stella and children Tam sin, Persephone, and Tarquin. We 
have a villa in a good area of town, close to all of the 
amenitie s . Completing our final com plement of town-based 
sta ff is Resident Manager John lvanitz. Bachelor John has 
set up residence at the Al Ain Pala ce Hotel and has even 
joined their local darts team. Joh n has yet to win, but I 
understand that he got' 'Three in a bed'' (three bull's-eyes in 
one turn) the other night-not bad for a beginn er, 
particularly one who spends so much time in the desert 
giving Party Manager Tony Edwards a hand with the never
ending dune problems. Ton y replaced J im Ruffin, who 
returned to Egypt. 

So long until next time. 
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Education Deportment 

Western Provides 

Instructional Tapes 

T HE TRAINER for this particular project shuffles through 
his notes, clears his throat, and glances nervously at the 

robot-looking object in front of him. Like a glass eye with 
five legs, he notes. 

Will Kacy, audio-visua l technician and owner of two of 
the legs, peers from beh ind the object and holds up one 
hand to signal the introduction while from his control room 
across the hall Audio-visual Director Bob Watson pushes 
recording buttons like a maestro at his keyboard. The red 
light goes on, and the tape begins to roll. For probab ly the 
first time in his life, the trainer is on television. 

The "trainer" is just one of the many employees at 
Western who has volunteered his time and expertise in mak
ing instructional video tapes for use by Westerners all over 
the world. Part of Western's growing libra ry of hardware, 
operations, and general education prog rams, these tapes are 
shown to Western employees and sold in "packages" to 
purchasers of Western equipment. The tapes also help West
em's clients operate and maintain their own equ ipment. 

"We have crews on almost every continent and sea," says 
TV Director Bob Watson. "If they have video tapes with an 
expert explaining how to run the equipment, they don't need 
to spend the money to send someone to do the repairs in 
person." 

This televised expert is especially important for marine 
work. When crews are working in remote areas for 30 days 
at a time at a tremendous cost each day, no one can afford 
down-time for stalled equipment. 

New employees also benefit from the tapes as they quickly 
run through Western's special ways of doing things. Also, 
for people who "just want to know more about Western," 
the tapes provide a pleasant way of finding out about 
Company activities. 

The tape supply, though, was not always so large. When 
Senior Vice Presiden t-Technology Carl Sav it first organized 
an education department four years ago, the facility con
sisted of one trainer, two black and white cameras, a 
microphone, three lights, and a small recorder. Now the 
department has added two color cameras, a training room, a 
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viewing room, darkroom, and TV studio. As the facility 
grows, so does the time allotted to each program. 

"At first we accepted every job people asked us to tape," 
Bob says . "I wou ld get a call at 8 A .M. to start taping a two
week school that started in an hour. We had no preparation 
and no planning, and the tapes showed it. That still happens 

Audio-visual Director Bob Watson makes an adjustment at the con
sole during the taping of one o f Western's educational programs. 

Audio -visual Technician Will Kacy runs a last-mi nute check on one 
of Western's TV cameras prior to taping an educational program . 



occasionally," he went on, "but now we get mo re co-opera
tion from people doing the programs. They let us help 
organize their presentation, and the art department has time 
to prepare graph ics for a much better program." 

If local preparation does not do it, Bob goes to where the 
action is. Recently he taped Senior Research Geophysicist 
Ralph Landrum's portion of the Pakistani training program 
in Calgary, Canada . Before that he rode Western's Anne 
Bravo for two weeks and ended up in Honduras . Other 
filming bouts included an air compressor course in New 
York and two weeks "Vibrose is" ® filming in Colorado. 
Trave ling is no problem for Western's TV director, but local 
programming sometimes is. 

"Our biggest headache is finding the content expert and 
getting a time commitment from him," Bob says. "Our ex
perts are usually too busy doing their own work to come 
down and narrate a tape. Every department manager could 
think of 20 programs he wou ld like to see taped," Bob con
tinued, "but it would be difficult for him to think of one 
person he could free to come down here to do the instruc
tion." 

Echoing this frustration is Education and Training Di
rector Dr. Quentin Spradling, a former ind ustrial education 
professor at Arizona State University. 

"We have one problem and one on ly," Quentin com
mented . "Everyone's so busy!" 

Both men, though, feel that with more communication 
among Western's departments and with more people dis
cover ing the value of the video tape method of instruction, 
matters will work out. Meanwhile, Quentin also works to 
broaden the whole concept of Western's education 
department. 

"I see this department as a composite education office," 
he says, "where we are concerned not only with tra ining 
people in the Company's function but also in providing 
educational resources of all varieties to all employees." 

Quentin wants to acquaint Western employees with edu
cational opportunities available in the commun ity 
itself-opportunities tha t would help them not on ly in their 
jobs but in their lives as well- and where Western's "train 
ing tapes" are concerned, Quentin has high hopes. 

"The major part of my job is to see that these tapes are 
sound and well-organized," he said. "It's my responsibi lity 
to organize and package Western's educational programs 
for both internal use and for sale to clients." 

It is this "for sale" part that marks a new direction for 
the education department. When Western first began con
ducting its Pakistani training program in Calgary last year, 
the original intent, according to Litton Resources Group 
Vice President Leo Dunn, was to instruct the Pak istanis in 
how to operate and maintain all of the geophysica l equip
ment that was being shipped to their country. The project 
included a great deal of planning and research on the parts 
of Leo, Don Blue, Ted Clee, and Clif Phi llips, who 
combined their expertise to produce a ''u niversally 
oriented" geophysical training package . 
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Caught unaware by the camera at a busy moment is Dr. Quentin M. 
Spradling, new director of educa tion and tra ining for Western. 

Aud io-visua l Technician Will Kacy, wh o is also one of Western's 
offi cial photographers, looks over negative s he has developed. 

Lectures were written and backed up with manua ls and 
textbooks . All of the lectures that were held in Calgary were 
audio taped and transcribed by the art / education depart
ment's Audrey Magill, who put in countless hours of listen
ing and carefu l transcription. The hundreds of script pages 
that she typed will now be put on the teleprompter to be 
read by experts in the various fields and recorded for perma
nent use. Many of these tapes, complete with graphics by 
Western artist Brenda Edwards, will be shown to prospec
tive client geophysic ists in the future. 

This international training program is just one of the 
ways that Western's education department is being pu t on 
the map. Bob Watson had an article, called "Coping with 
No-Way Graphics," that was published in the educat ion 
and industrial television magaz ine; and Western's TV de
partment has been spotlighted on the cover of the Houston 
Business Journal as an outsta nding examp le of indus trial 
television . 

Not bad for a department barely four years old. Not bad 
at all. 
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L IGHTNlNG KILLS more people in thi s country than tor
nadoes, floods, or hurri canes. About 7,000 Americans 

were killed by lightning between 1940 and J 974 , approx 
imately 55% more than were killed by tornadoes and 40% 
more than were killed by hurricanes and floods combined. 
Actually this figure is low; it does not include those who 
were killed in fires started by lightning. 

If you stay inside or get inside your home or a sim i a: 
large structur e when a thunderstorm threatens , you are 
in very little danger of being killed by lightning-although 
it happens occasionally; for examp le, if the hou se is se 
on fire or if the vict im is talk ing on the telephone 
standing by or touching fixtures connected to house plu 
ing or electrical wiring. 

What can you do to protect yourself from death o inj 
by lightning? Experts agree that the most impor nt ing 
that you can do is to get inside a large bui ldi or nside 
an automobi le or other covered vehicle. Ev 
the car allows the current to be disc 
into the ground. lf you are inside a 
the telephone unless necessary for an 

lf you are caught outside and do not h 
a safe building or an automob ile, e 
suggestions: 

Do not stand beneath a natu ral 
a large tree in an open area . 

as 

A void projecting above the su -=~, -.,.. as 
you would if you were standing n a 
field, on the beach, or fishing from a 

In a forest seek shelter in a Io · thick 
growth of small trees. In open place 
such as a ravine or valley. 

If you are hopelessly isolate n a leve l field or prairie 
and you feel your ha ir stand end- indi cating that light -
ning is about to strike-d rop your knee s . In this position , 
if lightning str ikes near y , the chances of it using your 
body as a conductor are 1inimi zed. Kneeling , rather than 
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lyin o: clown, i recommended because while you maintain 
a I w profil , only a small a rea of your body is in contact 

th the und. Seeking refuge in a ditch or hollow where 
water i standing or has saturated the soil is not recom
mend eit her because the water is a better co ndu cto r 
of el cmc· ( y than the su rrounding a rea . 

Get t of and away from open water. (If you are swim
ing ightning cu rrent from a nearby st rike can flow 

gh the water to you.) 
et away from tractors and other meta l farm equipment. 

Get off of and away from motorcycles. scoo ters , go lf 
car ts, and bicyc les. Put golf clubs down. 

Stay away frolT! wire fences, clothes lines, meta l p ipes, 
rails, and other metallic paths that could ca rry lightning 
to you from some distance away . 

A void standing in small, isolated shed s or other small 
st ructure s in open areas. 

Groups of per so ns, such as hikers o r mountain c limbers , 
should sp read out, several yards apar t. so that if lightning 
st rikes nearby, the smallest number will be affected . 

Many people apparently "k illed" by lightning can be 
rev ived if ·quick act ion is taken . If seve ral people are af
fected, those not breat hin g sho uld be treated first ; those 
unconsciou s but breathing will probab ly recover wit hout 
treatment . Administer mouth-to-mouth resusc itation once 
eve ry five seconds to adu lts and once every three seconds 
to infants and small children until medical he lp arr ives. 
If the victim is no t breath ing and has no pu lse, ca ridopul
monary resuscitation, a comb inat ion of mouth-to-mouth 
resuscitation and externa l ca rdia c comp ression, is neces 
sa ry. Th e techn ique can be learned from local R ed Cros s 
o r Hea rt Association chapters in one sess ion. ( Do not 
try it if you ha ve not had the courses.-Ed .) 

Medica l atten tion also shou ld be given to vict ims who 
appear only tempora rily stu nned or otherw ise un hurt since 
there may be hidden effects .- Prepared h_v the California 
Medical Association . 
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Hard Work Equals Success 

At Calgary SEG Conventi n 

WAS WONDERING how to tip bellboys when the Western 
Airlines flight attendant said, "Welcome to Calgary. 

The temperature is 40 °." Quite a change from Houston 's 
900_ 

We had arrived in Canada for the 47th annual Society of 
Exploration Geophysicists (SEC) convention during the 
peak of autumn changes; and for those of us whose seasons 
consist of summer green and winter blah, the Canadian 
Rockies in September are paradise. Still, it was a little early 
for an SEG convention, which is usually held in October. 
Th is one was scheduled early this year to avoid the snow . 
With an average of 100 frost-free days a year, Calgary is no 
haven for gardeners. It is a great place, however, to buy 
coats and learn French. Jackets have been made from 
almost every conceivable mammal; and with the countrys' 
being officially bilingua l, both French and English appear 
on everything from toothpaste to traffic signs. I even saw 
Orson Welles one night cooing "mon cherie" on the French 
television station. 

I arrived on Friday, September 16. (The bellboy brought 
in my bags, and he was still thanking me 10 minutes later. 
Perhaps I overtipped him.) The convention opened at 8 A.M . 

Monday, September 19; but with 14 booth spaces to fill for 
the Litton Resources Group, I probably should have come 
in April. Column covers were just one of the special items 
we built for this convent ion; and, in my experience, 
unfamiliarity breeds disaster. 

With Murphy's Law in mind, I entered the convention 
center on Saturday morning to set up a display that was 
soon to be viewed by the world's leading geophysicists (a 
word that, as one woman said, is like Worcestershire-you 
are never sure that you have finished it). Murphy's Law 
held. Seven crates were missing. Not just any little crates, 
but seven big-foots of the first degree. Each of them 9 feet 
tall and weighing about 600 pounds. Missing. 

Two hours later, loading-dock workers dropped 
Western's PRE / SEIS® computer on its nose. Then the 
column covers did not fit. The calendars did not come . The 
pictures would not stick . Cedric Snyder was convinced that 
our rented Areka palm hid the PRE /SE IS equipment, and I 
was convinced that it looked great. (I wonder what Senior 
Vice President Carl Savit tipped his bellboys. Or what 
Cedric tipped them, for that matter.) 

16 

Senior Vice President-Technology Carl Savit (left) makes a point 
as he shows off Western's display at the Calgary SEG convention. 

Juan Vallhonrat, vice president of software for Litton Resources 
Systems (LRS), takes notes at Western's PRE/SEIS equipment dis
play at the 1977 annual SEG convention held in Calgary, Canada. 



Through it all, though, Rod Duckmanton, of the Calgary 
office, helped in a thousand ways; and Leo Snowman and 
Richard Todd, both of Houston, worked like surgeons over 
the PRE/SEIS equipment, hooking up hundreds of wires 
and performing, literally, plastic surge ry on its broken 
cover. Luckily all PRE / SEIS units looked the same . If our 
Calgary PRE/SEIS system chugged on, processing data 
with no plastic tape shield , it is not I. who would tell. 

Monday morning. 7:45. Perfect. Everything was up and 
in place, and it seemed that Western had by far the best spot 
in the house-the first booth to greet some 5,000 registrants 
as they came down the main escalator and into the exhibit 
area. Clients and competitors were already in line for 
Western's new brochures. Manager of Geophysical 
Research Ken Larner seemed pleased. 

He had reason to be. Western gave four papers during the 
meeting; and Ken delivered two and co-authored all of 
them, walking away with a major award for last year's 
output-for Best Paper in Geophysics, co-authored with 
Robert Wisecup of Western 's London office and former 
Western Geophysicist Ralph Wiggins. 

Speaking to a large crowd was Senior Vice President
Technology Carl Savit, whose subject was seismic 
reflections. An experienced lecturer, Carl seemed also to 
enjoy discussions involving Western's KlLOSEIS n 1 

system-a new 500-channel streamer cable. The KILOSEIS 
system is just part of Western's vast amount of technical 

Below-Houston-based Research Geophysicists Albert Ng (from the 
left) and I-Chi Hsu and London-based Les Hatton enjoy a relaxed 
moment at the Society of Exploration Geophysicists (SEG) conven 
tion that was held in Calgary, Canada, in September. Bottom
Manager of Geophysical Research Ken Larner (left) and Research 
Geophysicist Bruce Gibson have a good time during the convention. 

material that Carl says "gets more recognition every year." 
Another of Western's major contrib utors at the 

convention was Bruce Gibson, a recent University of Hawaii 
graduate, who stimulated several technical discussions with 
his first major public address. Bruce has, in his words, 
"been working the bugs out of cross-dip statics"-a 
computer program for improving data quality of surveys 
over a crooked path, such as a mountain canyon or winding 
road. 

Bruce cites his most memorable moment du ring the con
vention as having to fight his way into the hall where he was 
to speak. The packed delegates responded well; and Bruce 
gave some of the credit to his supe rvisor, Ken Larner, who 
"has a good grasp of what can be presented in 25 minutes 
and also has some solid ideas about slides." 

I-Chi Hsu, one of Western's senior research geop hysi
cists, was also pleased with the exhibit. 

"Everyth ing we do is high quality," I-Chi said . "Our 
brochures and papers are strong, and we spend a lot of time 
putting together the best talks, the best examples, and the 
most original research.'' 

Western's president, Booth B. Strange, agreed, but he 
added that one of the most important aspects of a conven
tion is that Westerners from all over the world are given the 
opportunity to meet and talk with one another . This con 
vention in Calgary, for example, gave him an excellent 
opportunity to visit the Calgary office. 

"Contact with ou r own people is as important as conta ct 
with our clients," he said, "and added to that is the shared 
techn ical knowledge and opportunity to talk about what's 
new in the industry." 

Our president feels that convent ions are imp ortant for the 
exchange of information, whether it be new or put into 
more presentable form. "This exchc}nge," he said, "has 
played an important part in the advancement of 
geophysics." 

As usual, Westerners and their families contributed 
greatly to this exchange. Besides those already mentioned as 
attending the convention, there also were Area Managers 
Jim Denniston and Nolen Webb, Matt Herrington, Dave 
Johnston, Ron Chambers, and Albert Ng, to name on ly a 
few. 

No less involved were some Western wives. Joy Loven, 
wife of Western of Canada Vice President Warner Loven, 
co-hosted and ar ranged a Canadian display for the ladies' 
ho spitality room while Connie Cherniak, Evelyn Mercer, 
Helen Coull, and Barb Quirk helped with registration and 
hostess duties. They are the wives of Bill Cherniak, Dick 
Mercer, Jo ck Coull, and Bill Quirk, respectively. 

Everyone seemed pleased with the convention, and so was 
I. It had been a good one . 

The bellboy finished loading my bags and smiled, mum
bling something about having a "nice tip home ." I might 
have misunderstood him, that is true; but I wondered about 
it all the way to Denver.-Story and Photos by Rhonda 
Boone. 
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20 YEARS AGO 
March 1958 

ESTERN GOES TO TURKEY." Organized under the direc-
t tion of Michael A. Boccalery, vice president of West

ern's Italian operations, and Party Chief John Amato, 
Party F-80 left Italy in October of last year for the little 
town of Corlu . . .. Many unique problems are encountered 
while looking for oil in the Louisiana swamplands; one of 
them is that trappers are reluctant to allow marsh buggies on 
their land during the muskrat-trapping season .... Newest 
supervisor on the Western roster is Leo J. Dunn, who has 
been appointed supervisor in Venezuela ... . Western's 
latest achievement in improving seismic instrumentation is 
the completely portable version of the FA-32 amplifier, 
which was placed in use in Alaska last October . . .. At Party 
54's helm in Farmington, New Mexico, is Party Chief Steve 
Winborn . Chief Computer Benny Quintana and Computers 
Dave Lewis and Chester Smith ma ke up the office force, 
and Cleo Satterwhite is on the survey crew .... Working 
with Party 7 in Tatum, New Mexico, is Party Chief George 
Bynum, Chief Computer Rudy Berlin, Assistant Observer 
Jack Litchenberg, and Drillers Earl Floyd and Fred 
Lammert, a new arrival. ... One of Western's bowling 
teams that is entered in the Bowling League of the Commer
cial Athletic Association of New Orleans consists of Super 
visors Howard Dingman and Fred Di Giulio, Party Chief 
Bob Nicholls, Seismologist John May, Chief Computer Bob 
Andrews of Party 70, and Party Chief Bob DeJournette .. . . 
Others on Party 70's crew include Chief Observer Neo 
Ferrari with wife Mae and son Keith Michael, Assistant 
Shooter Harvey Hearn, and Helper Leonard Hoyt . ... 
John Hollander and Huey Butler were on leave with a crew 
in Alaska for three months. They had to return to Party G-4 
in Green River, Utah, to see their first snow of the year in 
November .... Welcoming the new year in Bismark, North 
Dakota, were Party 13 Party Chief Vic Smith, Chief Com-

. f 

ti 

On Party 13's office staff 
in March 1958 (accord ing to 
a PROFILE report from the 
crew) were Chief Computer 
John Mathewson (seated) and 
Party Chief Vic Smith, Sr. 

puter John Mathewson, Computer Lee Benoit, and wives 
Gwen, Joan, and Zo, respectively ... . Party 74 members 
enjoying the "baby bonus" are Peggy and John White, with 
son Charles Daniel, on October 9, and Joan and Joe 
Saltamachia, with daughter Cynthia Rose, on November 19 . 
. . . Two articles by Westerners appeared in the January 
1958 issue of Geophysics . W. A. Knox, supervisor in 
Canada, authored "A Slide Rule for Near-Surface Refrac
tion Problems" while "Moveout Filter" was published 
under the combined authorship of Carl H . Savit and two 
associates in the mathe matical-research department in Los 
Angeles. 

10 YEARS AGO 
Spring 1968 

"Exploring the Houston Office." Our Company is 
located in a spacious, beautifully designed, new building at 
8100 Westpark Drive .... We had hoped to photograph 
Party 82 Co-ordinator Mark Hudson for posterity, but we 
never did get him stopped. Others who helped make our job 
a successful one are Co-ordinator Les Schmidt and our dis
tinguis hed visitors from London : Party Chief G. 0. Miller; 
Leo Dunn, manager of operations, Europe; Assistant 
Supervisor John Mathewson; and Party Chief H. A. (Van) 
Van Buskirk . .. . Two new babies have been born to 
London Westerners this past year. Cesar David Murga was 
bo rn November 1, the third son of digital center Control 
Office Manager Jose Gayoso-Murga and Maria Del 
Carmen. Kanti and Brunhilde Raithatha are the proud 
parents of a son, Peter, born December 26 .... Party 
Manager J. 0 . (Jim) Goodgame moved to Party 36 in 
Wor land, Wyoming, from Anchorage, Alaska. Following 
him from Alaska to Wyomi ng later were Driller Ron Bakke 
and Surveyor George Underwood. . .. In February 1968 
Party 21 had its fifth anniversary. Four of its origina l mem
bers are still with us: Matt Herrington (except for a 6-month 
stay in Kuwait), Kerney Raley, W. G. Brannon, and Dale 
Morgan . .. . Five promotions to supervisory pos itions took 
place with in a month and a half. The five new supervisory 
personnel are: Orval F. Brannan, instrument supervisor; 
R. K. (Ken) Bryant, assistant supervisor; Joe G. Saltama
chia, assistant supervisor; Herman A. Semeliss, field super
visor; and J. M . (Monroe) Taylor, field supervisor. . . . 
Houston Westerners are happy to welcome Loren Harsh, 
wife Carol, and son Tommy, who have moved here from 
Newfoundland and Nova Scotia. Loren is now our office 
manager. 
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"Oscar, the Bangladesh Bomber," the mascot of the Western Shoal's 
crew, peers out at the new day aboard the ship, based in Chile. 

PARTY 79-PUNTA ARENAS, CHILE .. . 

K. L. SMALL, Reporter 
STEVE DEAN, Photographer 

Greetings from Punta Arenas, the southernmost continen 
tal city in the world. Having completed a seismic survey of 
some 7,000 kilometers (4,340 miles) of the entire coast of 
Chile, the Western Shoal found herself at the bottom of the 
world shooting the southernmost seismic lines that have ever 
been shot by Western Geophysica l Company. Some pro
gram lines extended to within 500 miles of the Antarctic con
tinent- all of this in the dead of winter to boot. Crazy? No, 
not really. Strange as it may seem, the best time to work 
around the Cape Horn of South America is in the winter . 
Although the weather is freezing, the winds are moderately 
calm. As the weather becomes warmer, the winds increase. 

The Westerners of Party 79 found the city of Punta 
Arenas to be an unusual surprise. Instead of the bleak, 
windblown, isolated hamlet that one's mind's eye might 
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visua lize, Pu nta Arenas today is a fairly cosmopolitan city of 
approximately 50,000 rugged individuals whose ancestors 
created for themselves a most interesting city at the bottom 
of the world. At the turn of the century before the construc
tion of the Panama Canal, Punta Arenas was, in fact, one of 
the crossroad cities of the world. Through the Straits of 
Magellan passed every warsh ip, cargo ship, passenger liner, 
tramper, sailboat, and canoe bound for the west coast of the 
United States or the Far East from the American eastern 
seaboard and Europe. It was not uncommon in those days 
to have 20 ships at a time anchored off Punta Arenas 
awaiting supplies and bunkers. 

A major industry was loading steamships with coal from 
now -defunct mines that were located a short distance inland. 
The surrounding land itself was also a source of wealth for 
the area. Virgin forests were felled, creat ing a major 
lumbering industry while creating pasture land for sheep 
graz ing. While this practice created instant wealth for the 
period, later generatio ns were to suffer as overgrazing, 
togethe r with wind and water erosion, cut the fragile topsoil, 
which caused deep, unhealing scars across the landscape. 

During its "Golden Period," Punta Arenas could boast 

Party 79 Mechanic Norberto Huldberg manuevers the AQUAPULSE 
gun of the Western Shoal into the proper position for the day's worl<. 



of conce rn, of Eu ropean :,-ymphony orchestra s and of opera 
singers who would perform for the townsfol k while their 
ships awaited bunkers . Lavish Victorian-style mansions 
were constructed by the wealthy, using imported European 
materials. Many of these still stand today, some wisely 
preserved by the local government and others by private 
individuals. 

Opening of the Panama Canal in 1914, exhaustion of the 
easily accessible timber, and isolation from world market s 
for wool soon made Punta Arenas a shell of its former eco
nomic self. The discovery of oil on land nearby in the late 
I930's added some limited stimulus to the economy. Today 
the economy is mostly government oriented, with the mili
tary and government civil service providing the bulk of 
employment. 

With a mode rn seven-story hotel, numerous fine restau
rants, a modern supermarket , and abundant shops, resi-
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Western Shoal Seaman Peter Foulger (left) and 
Marine Engineer Paul Groves are enjoying the 
view as the Shoal and Party 79 head Into Punta 
Arenas, Chile, at the end of their contract 

dents enjoy a hi.gh but expensi.ve standa rd of \iving, com
plete with television and daily jet air service to Chile's 
capital , Santiago. A soon-to-be-ope ned satellite communi
cations receiving station will enable Punta Arenas to receive 
live internat ional television coverage and provide Clirect· 

dialing overseas telephone service. 

r 
I 

The six port calls of the Western Shoaf enabled many 
Punta Arenans to see their first-ever live monkey- "Oscar, 
the Bangladesh Bomber," who is the Shoal's mascot and I 
who grew a new fur coat for the occasion . Admittedly the 
30-degree weather may have added some stimulus also. 
While townsfolk gaped at the monkey, Party 79 crew mem
bers gaped at the townsfolk -especially the long-haired 
ones. 

Southern Chile boasts fantast ic seafoods in abundance, 
and they are reasonably priced . Technician STEVE DEAN was 
rumored to be eat ing centofla (king crab) three meals a day 

Party 79 Technician and Photogra• 
pher Steve Dean pauses for a mo
ment ne1tt to the Western Shoal, 
currently based in Punta Arenas, Chile. 



while Assistant Party Manager RICHARD KlRKPATRICK 
savored osteones (scallops) baked in cheese sauce almost as 
frequently. Other excellent local seafoods include abalone 
and conger eel cooked in wine sauce. Night life authorities 
Mechanic GARY LINDSEY and Senior Navigation Eng ineer 
PETER BRADSHA w found it difficult to decide whether Punta 
Arenas, Talcahuano, or San Antonio was the most exciting 
port in Chile. 

Captain AL BATTA YA rejoined the Shoal after a long over
due vacation, replacin g Captain R. J. (JOE) EWING, who 
willed AL his most prized possession, a rubber squeegee that 
is the Shoal's inside windshield-wiping system for those days 
when it rains harder inside the wheelhouse than out. Also 
joining the Shoal was Captain BILL MARK, who qui ckly 
noted the considerable climate change from the Middle East, 
his previous crew location. 

Marine Engineers PAUL GROVES, RENATO PASCUAL, and 
PABLITO RosADINO were heard to comment that overhauling 
a main engine at sea was indeed a most moving experience. 
Fast with the lines was Seaman PETER FOULGER, who, after 
a 22-day trip, could tie the Shoal to the dock in record time. 

Manning the burners was veteran Cook CHEW KENG 
Mo01, who, with Assistant Coo k RAUL ARRIAGADA, never 

Party 79 members George Cuche, a local hire (from the left); Gun 
Mechanic Norberto Huldberg; Mechanic Gary Lindsey ; and Gun Mech
anic Juan Espinosa are deeply involved in their work on a hose 
aboard the Western Shoal, currently located off Chile's coast. 

ceased to turn out good food even under the most adverse 
conditions. 

Keeping the eight AQUAPULSE ® guns banging in freez
ing temperatures was the task of Gun Mechanics DAVID 
FOSTER, JUAN ESPINOZA, and NORBERTO HULDBERG while in 
the recording room Observers RAY PATTERSON and ROBERT 
BURGESS and Junior Observer DALE BURKS used every 
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available finger and toe to keep the seismic, grav ity, and 
magnetic recorders operating continuously. Senior Naviga
tion Engineer PETER BRADSHA w and Geophysical Tech
nician WALTER BENECKE conti nuously confirmed the sh ip's 
position-in Chile-on an accurate and timely basis. 

Digital Technician MALCOLM YEATTS maintained his no
down time record by keeping the electronic equipment in 
faultless operating condition. Co-ordinator TERRY SADLER, 
who, while being able to claim having shot Western's south
ernmost seismic line in the wor ld, can also rightly claim the 
distinctive honor of having shot more seismic miles in Chile 
than anyone in Chilean history, a record that will probably 
stand for a long time. 

With the joys of draining a 2,400-meter (7,800-foot) cable 
and filling a 3,200-meter (10,400-joot) cable behind, it was 
off to the land of the tango for a really "biggee" and 
Western's first-ever marine seismic crew in Argentina. You 
will hear more from Party 79. 

PARTY 91-ALASKA . . . 

MIKE MISHLER, Reporter 
RICHARD ISGRJGG, Photographer 

Party 91 is now in a new region of Alaska. With the help 
of KURT KIRSCHNER, BILL SANDS, and RICHARD ISGRIGG, all 
of the Nodwells, trai lers, buggies, drills, and generators that 
make up the camp were barged down the coast from the 
western North Slope to Anchorage. The camp was then 

Alaska Supervisor Roy I. Morris is taking time out for a clga• 
rette while working with Party 91 In the central Northern Arctic. 

trucked up the pipeline road to the central Northern Arctic. 
Supervisor Roy MORRIS then started the job of putting 

Party 91 's personnel together, and the crew ended up with 
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One of Party 91's drills and a power plant are making a camp move across Alaska to the central Northern Arctic. 

many seasoned North Slope veterans. Head ing the list is 
Part y Manager GEORGE UNDERWOOD, who had spent the 
summer working in the Icy Bay region. The first ones on the 
crew, however, were our mechanics. Driller-Mechan ics BILL 
SANDS and DouG BLOSSOM had a lot of help from Mechanics 
PAUL BARNETT an d SAM BRUNT, Mechanic Helper Boa 
BARGEWELL, and Driller MARTY REBARCHEK. 

This winter season Party 91 is divided into a drill camp 
and a recording camp . On the drill crew RICHARD ISGRIGG is 
the coo k while ToM (JUNIOR) COLEMAN cooks on the 
reco rding crew and DALMONT CHRISTOPHERSON does the 
relief cook ing for both camps. BOBBY SHANNON is back 
again as JUNIOR'S bull cook. 

Presently the drill crew is in full operat ion with Drillers 
PAUL (Ro10) Gouw, KURT KIRSCHNER, CHUCK DoELY, JoE 
STAFFORD, ANDY and MIKE THRASHER, DAVE RUTZ, and 
ROBERT BOWLUS. TIM GOODROW and BILL DA vrnsoN are 
now working as drill helpers until the recording crew starts 

Party 91 Driller Paul Gould wears 
sunglasses to protect himself from 
Alaska's bright, glaring sunshine. 
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up; then TIM will become the head shooter, and BILL will be 
on the cable crew . The remaining drill helpers are ROBIN 
MORRIS, PAT CHARLES, KURT HEIL, MARK COLE, DAN 
DRUMM, and NORVAL SORENSON. They are all learning and 
are eager to become dr illers themselves during the season. 

Handl ing the surveyi ng are "o ld hands" STUART 
HELFRICH and FRANK JACKSON. Helpers LUTHER FRAGODT 
and TOM BARNES work hard and long to lay out the lines 
ahead of the drills. Running supplies and fuel across the 
Slope is KEN SWENSEN. 

Field Clerk JIM CLAMP has just arrived and is replacing 
MIKE MISHLER, who is going to work as field clerk on the 
recording crew. Camp Attendant DA VE HOWSARE is now on 
Party 91 after having spent the summer at the Deadhorse 
base camp . 

At this writing the reco rding crew is just starting to form 
up with the arrival of DICK GRADEN, STAN GUTHRIE, LARRY 
PETTIBONE, RoY ALLEN MORRIS, and RUBEN ROMERO; and 



Chief Observer NEo FERRARI and Obse rver KlM STERLING 
are making the final check on the instrumen ts in Anchorage . 
The recording crew will be in full swing before Christmas 
(1977). 

The terrain for Party 91 this season is rough and steep . 
Even with fully-tracked vehicles there are new problems that 
have to be dealt with each day . Many of the rivers are only 
partly iced over ; so we have lots of "fun" forging across cold 
rivers while trying to keep the ice from jamm ing the tracks. 
The weather so far has been warmer than usual; it has been 
down to only -35 ° with a 15 mile-per-hour wind. By the 
time this is in print, we are hoping to be ab le to see the sun 
again. The last day of sunshine for us was on November 21. 

PARTY 63-TARRAGONA, SPAIN . .. 

STEVE McCORD and MAL COL M DENNI SON , Reporters 
MALCOLM DENN ISON, Photographer 

Well, the New Year finds the Karen Bravo and Party 63 in 
Mediterranean waters offshore Spain, a slight change from 
the North Sea where we were to be found a year ago . Since 
then we have traveled many miles. 

After dry-docking in Aarhus, Denmar k, and picking up 
stores in Great Yarmouth, England, we welcomed back to 
Party 63 Assistant Co-o rdina tor RICHARD ROWLAND and 
Observer STEPHEN HURST. Our next stop was Malta, the 
home of our AQUAPULSE ® system shooter, ANGELO 
CACHlA. Here we assembled a full crew under the watchfu l 
eyes of Party Manager STEVEN McCORD before cont inuing 
on to the Red Sea. Digital Technician ROGER BRANCH and 
our junior observers, ANTHONY (TONY) DELLIS and HARLEY 
WYATT, arrived in time to aid Junior Observer JOHN 
(SCOTTY) STEVEN from Party 102, the Western Europa, and 
Cook STEPHEN EASTCROFT returned from Party 62, the 
Western Sea, to render assistance to Cook Eow ARD REILLY. 

For most of us the passage thro ugh the Suez Canal, with 
the featureless desert on one side and the fertile Nile River 
Delta on the other, was all new groun d to be seen and 
experienced. After a two-month stay in the Red Sea based at 

Carrying on a conversat ion with Party Manager Steve McCord (far 
left ) are Party 63 Gun Operator Angelo Cachia (from the left), 
Naviga tion Engineer Anthony (Duke) Morrison, Co-ordinato r John 
Farquharson, Helper Harley Wyatt , Cook Steve Eastcrolt , Junior 
Observer Alan Bi ri<ett, and the Karen Bravo's agent, Odds Hafsa as. 

Party 63 Observer Stephen Hurst (from the 
left), Helpers David Brown and Har
ley Wyatt, and Digi tal Technician Guy 
Miller are taking a coffee break sur
rounded by records on the Karen Bravo. 

It is "cable time! " aboard the Karen 
Bravo for Party 63 Junior Observer John 
Steven (from the left ), Gun Operator 
Angelo Cachia , Navigator Christophe r 
Booth, an unidentified man, and the 
Karen Bravo's observer, Stephen Hurst. 
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Taking it easy during a brief lull in the Karen Bravo's opera
tions in the Mediterranean Sea are Party 63 Senior Navigator Wil
liam Ward (from the left), Navigation Engineer George Sims, As• 
sistant Co-ordinator Richard Rowland, and Cook Edward Reilly. 

Port Safaga, however, we were all glad to head back to the 
cooler waters farther north. 

Another port call in Malta saw Senior Navigator WJLLIAM 
WARD and Helper DAVID (DOOMSDAY JUNIOR) BROWN join 
us. DAVID is the second of our second-generation 
Westerners; the first, ANTHONY (l<AFFIR) REILLY, has been 
with Party 63 for nine months. 

Since then we have been work ing in Spanish waters out of 
Tarragona, an old Pa rty 63 haunt. We have lost Navigator 
REJNHARD HILSE to Party 102, Navigator CHRISTOPHER 
BooTH to the Western Sea, and Assistant Navigations 
Engineer MALCOLM DENNISON to bigger things. In exchange 
we have gained an "old hand" at the trade, Co-ordinator 
HOWARD (SLIM) PETERS, joining us after an extended 
vacation; and "new" faces Navigation Engineer GEORGE 
SIMS and Helpers ERROL DINCH and PAUL DICKENS. 

Rumors have it that 1978 will be as eventful as 1977; so 
sympathy is extended to Party Manager STEVE McCORD, 
who has to keep up with us all. 

PARTY F-64-GRANDE CACHE, ALBERTA 

STEPHEN THORNE, Reporter-Photographer 

Party F-64 began its portable operation in August 1977 
near Grande Cache in Alberta, Canada; and from then on 
we spent most of our time blowing holes all over 
northwestern Alberta and British Columbia. Despite the 
obvious limitation of a helicopter crew (mountain winds, 
weather, short days), Party F-64 was able to carry on an 
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efficient operation throughout. Our party managers, JIM 
NEIS and WES KNIGHT, were particularly pleased with the 
efforts of the shooting crew, led by DANNY Sw AJNSTON, who 
ran the surface operation, and his hard-working cohorts, 
DOUG V ANBESELAERE, DEL BIECH, DON CROWELL, STEVE 
TAYLOR, and Roa BELL. They were always first out and lase 
in. 

Backing them up and making the recording operation 
itself possible was the layout crew, organized by line boss 
TOM LEWIS, KEITH TAJT, DAN PRus, and PAT STUBBS. 
Doing a most efficient job on pickup were Maritimers 
(residents of Canada's northeastern provinces) STEVE 
THORNE, KELSIE Tooo, and DA VE DoucETTE, along with 
DAN LYTTLE and PAT DONOHUE. Keeping these " rowdies" 
in check from his post inside the doghouse was Observer 
BRUCE HARE. Junior Observers STEVE NEIS and Bos 
DEGAGNE were with Part y F-64 from time to time. 

Back in camp Attendant JoE ROBICHAUD kept things in 
order and also kept everyone entertained with his guitar, 

Party F-64 is a portable crew as the helicopter shows in moving 
the doghouse up on the line near Grande Cache, Alberta, Canada. 



Checking a cable while near Grande 
Cache, Alberta, are Party F-64's 
Tom Lewis (from the left ), Bruc e 
Hare, Steve Neis, and Keith Tait. 

SPRING 1978 

As they prepare for another shot 
Party F-64's shooter"s helper, Dou~ 
Vanbeselaere (left) , and shooter 
Dan Swainston , are wor1<ing theh 
way down an extremely rocky slopE 
near Grande Cache, Alberta , Canada 

Members,of the Party F-64 shooting 
crew who are taking time out for a 
" picture break " in the snow near 
Grande Cache , Alberta, Canada , are 
Don Crowell (from the left ), Rob 
Bell , Del Biech , and Steve Taylor. 



Dan Lyttle (from the left), Dave Doucette , and Kelsie Todd 
load a basket with cables and " jugs " for transport by heli
copter to Party F-64' s line near Grande Cache, Alberta. 

Party F-64 Cook Lyle Harden (from the left), Helper Jim 
McCaw, and Camp Attendant Joe Robichaud pose In the snow. 

IDE . ~---

with which he has made several recording s. Coo k LYLE 
HARDEN and Help er JIM McCA w were great in the kitchen 
dea ling with th e "juggies," often at all hours of the day and 
n ight . Th e well-traveled and interesting DON SEGBOER did a 
fine job behind the clerk's desk, and Mechanic BRAD TONITA 
kept everyone hap py with peanuts and popcorn at 
mo vie time . 

Loadma ster TED Mc WHAN kept the detonato r cord 
eq uipment and powder in order so tha t Pilot s PAT CONLIN 
and MANNY FREDLUND could do an efficient job on the 
powd er drops. ED SzELEGA is another p ilot who cannot go 
unmentioned. He was with Party F-64 on its first two crews 
and did much to get the portabl e operation off the 
grou nd - litera lly. 

Party F-64 saw more than its share of people come and go 
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between our crew and others, including Observ ers J1M 
WILSON (who left in September for Pakistan), STEVE NovA.K, 
BRIAN YOUNG, and DAVE SHARPE and Party Managers 
NORM KING and ED L0RENOWICZ. Supervisor Joc K Couu 
spent much time out in the field, not just from his position 
high atop the party totem pole but in playi ng a major role in 
the u ltimate success of Party F-64 in its latter stages. 

As the winter settled in in early November (as it does here 
in northern Alberta) and tem perat ures constantly dropped 
far below zero, the problem arose of keeping the instrum ents 
warm in the doghouse . Every morning it took several hours 
of potential worki ng time befor e their temperature could be 
brought up to the mini mum 70° mark. JocK' s answe r to the 
problem was to have someone spend nights out in the 
dogho use to keep the gene rator running. To pro ve it to our 
client he spent the first night out there h imself, and the next 
day the operation went ahead bright and early without 
delay. A badly sprained ankle pre vented JocK from 
spending a second night there, but his point was proven, and 
soon TERRY H uon..L arrived to spend the remai ning 14 nights 
at his lon ely post inside the doghouse. 

As of mid-November Party F-64 had closed down its 
portabl e operation for the winter mo nth s. As proven by the 
crew, portables are a fast and efficient means of operation; 
and certa inly one can expect to see much more of them in 
the future. 

PARTY V-8-MIDLAND, TEXAS ... 

DEBORAH BRYANT, Reporter 
JOHN YOUNG , Photographer 

Over the past year Part y V-8 has followed its usua l migra
tory pattern over most of west Texas and eastern New 
Mexico. Mo st of our work area is bordered on the north by 
Ch ildres s, Texa s, and Porta les, New Mexico; Del Rio, 
Texas, on the south; Van Horn , Texas, on the west; and San 

Looking over Party V-8's reports before she begins wor king her 
way through them In western Texas is Field Clerk Deborah Bryant. 
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Vibrator Supervisor Lawrence Dowdy (left) and Party V-8 Observer 
Michael Bryant are ready for the day's efforts in western Texas. 

Angelo, Texas, on the east. Though our office is located in 
Midland, Texas, the crew is there on an average of only fou r 
days a month for breaks. 

A constantly moving crew, such as Part y V-8, has its dis
advantages and advantages . The obvious disadvantage is 
never having a permanent home; moving from one motel to 
another can get old very quickly; and there are very small 
towns with no type of entertainment. On the other hand, we 
never get bored with the same town, and we do get to larger, 
more exciting places. Part y V-8 is a lmost constantly on spike 
- and that is a definite advantage. 

Now on to the past year 's activities and location s. 
Through November and December 1976 we were in Portales 
and Lovington, New Mexico, and Big Lake, Texas, work ing 
amid wet, icy weather. Your reporter, DEBORAH BRYANT, 
became Party V-8's field clerk on Decembe r 13 (with full 
intentions of becoming We ste rn' s first female party man
ager!). Christmas break was a great relief to all. Party 
Manager HENRY A. KENNEY returned to his home in 
Colorado for the hol idays; Observer MICHAEL BRYANT an d 
wife DEBORAH made the long trek home to Florida for 
Christmas with their families; Permit Agent LLOYD LOVERN 
spent his break at home in Austin, Texas; and Cable P usher 
CARL MILLER returned to Seminole, Texas. Vibrator Oper
ator Rov BURKE joined the crew in Portales, and he also 
went home for the break . 

When all of our troops regrouped after the New Year, we 
were "on the road" again. W~ started off in Lovington and 
then moved on to Brownfield, Texa s. That was a very slow 
and icy trip. February brought us to Dickens, Crosbyton, 
Brownfield, and Big Lake, Texas, a wide array of very sma ll 
towns. One of those towns gave us ANDRES SANCHEZ, one of 
our cable-truck drivers. March took us to Lubbock and 
Childress, Texas, and brought us extreme ly high winds (in 
excess of 60 miles per hour) and blow ing red sand. 

Cable Pusher Carl Miller runs a last-minute check on Party V-8 
cables in western Texas before pronouncing them ready tp be used. 

Ralph Farnum, Party V-S's assistant observer, looks pensively at 
the crew 's photographer, John Young, as John takes his picture. 

In January, February, and March, Party V-8 had out
standing production each month. As a result of thi s great 
accomplishment, we enjoyed a wonder ful steak dinn er in 
Lubbock, Texas, at the Villa Inn. That was a night of mar
velous food and good company . Our party manager really 
did it up right! 

The Party V-8 crew, at the end of 
another day's spiking, is ready to 
return "home" to their motel rooms. 
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Party V-8 spent the next three months moving becween 
Childress , Lubbock, and Seminole. In April we welcomed 
back Surveyor JOHN YOUNG, and M1CHA£L BRYANT received 
his 5-Year Service Pin . 

RALPH E. FARNUM, Ill , became a member ofc he crew in 
May. He is a graduate of che New Mexico Institute of 
Mining and Techno logy in Socorro and is our assistant 
observer. Also joining us in May was our cable-repair 
person, PATRICIA YOUNG, who works full time during the 
summer months and part time the rest of the year when her 
oldest daughter is in school. 

From May 15 to Ju ne 15 Party V-8 made the necessary 
arrangements to allow its observer and field clerk to return 
to Florida for a well-deserved vacation . Your reporter can 
safely say that the BRYANTS enjoyed themselves immensely. 

Permit Agent WILBUR (Ross) MOORE was hired in May; 
and there was another addi tion to the crew in Ju ne, GAAY 
MIRANDA, a new vibrator operator. 

July found us in Lubbock . Party V-8 moved on 10 Brown
field, San Angelo, and then to Midland for a badly needed 
vibrator-maintenance break. Helper WILBURN (WtLLIE) 
ROMINE joined us in Ju ly. 

In August and September we were firmly planted in 
Ozona, Texas. While there we acquired the following per
sonnel: Vibrato r Mechanic THOMAS THOMLINSON and 
Helpers PEDRO MORENO, JUAN LABAT, K1NO FALCON, 
TOMAS VALENZUELA, GOMESIND0 FALCON' and LEANDRO 
AGUERO. The crew was wor king long hours and far from 
town. Needless tO say, we were all glad to leave after the first 
of October. Our party manager, HENRY KENNEY, received 
his 5-Year Service Pin during Auiust. 

October found us in a very rare situat ion, working out of 
our Midland office. We were there for almost a full month. 
HENRY and Surveyor JOHN YouNG enjoyed it because they 
could be with their families for a change . Surveyor 
CHRISTOPHER WHITMAN came co us from Party V-22 during 
this time . Also joi ning us during October were: Helpers 
MAAGAAET THOMUNSO ' JoHN SCHOFIELD, GARY GRAHAM, 
DONALD LEE, RINALDO PEREZ, and MARIO DE HoYos. 

In November, after a short break, Party V-8 was on the 
road again with a new crew member, Helper JOSE FALCON. 
We went first to Hobbs, New Mexico, for a week and then 
on to Van Horn, Texas, where we were met by our newest 
crew member, Helper JEFFREY ScHUlTEMA, and where this 
report is being written . 

Party V-8 hopes that you all had a wonderful holiday 
season and that this finds all of you in good health and good 
spirits. 

Th is is Party V-8 signing ofT until next time. We are ofT 
again like a band of gypsies wandering down the "Western" 
road across west Texas. 

PARTY 62-LAS PALMA$ , CANARY 
ISLANDS ... 

DAVID BOYLE, Reporter-Photographer 

It was March 1977 when Party 62 and the Western Sea did 
once again venture forth. After complet ing the dry-docking, 
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our firsc assignment was ofT the south coast of Spain at 
Almeria. As the stare-up of the Western Sea coincided with 
the dry-doc king of the Karen Bravo, the majority of the 
Karen's crew was "conscripted" t0 the Sea. Those joining 
Party Manager DAVID GOODMAN, Co-ordi nator DAVID 
BOYLE, Assistant Co -ordinator DA v10 SHARPE, and Helpers 
PEDRO PEREZ and DAVID CARUANA were: Co-ordinator 
JOHN FARQUHARSON, Digital Technician GORDON SMITH, 
Gun Operator KEITH PRIOR, J unior Observer A.I.A\ 

BIRKETT, and Helpers JOHN BROWN and PHIL SIMPSON. 
The prospect for this first job was located between the 

Strait of Gibraltar and Almeria and called for the use of our 
on-board satellite navigation system. To ensure that this 
system operated correctly, two of Western's satellite na,i
gation engineers, A. E. (DUKE) MORRISON and JOHN 
THIERJUNG, were flown 10 the crew. As the west end of the 
prospect had the Strait of Gibraltar as a boundary, the 
members of Party 62 managed to get some good views of 
one of the last remaining British colonies. The members of 

the crew who visited Gibraltar broughc back cales of very 
friendly people and reported fantastic views from the top of 
the "Rock." Several had the opportunity to see the famous 
" Rock Apes ." This breed of ape is native to Gibraltar and is 
permi11ed to travel around the Rock with no restraints. 

After about a month the base of operations for Parcy 62 
and the Western Sea was changed from Almeria 10 Spain's 
northeasc coast resort of Tarragona. For a short while the 
crew of the Sea was joined by Co-ordinator JOHN T. EVANS. 
After completing the Spanish prospect, the Western Sea 
headed south again. 

Stopping at Gibraltar on the way, the crew said good-by 
to Cook STEVE EASTCROFT and Co-ordinacor JOHN EvAi-s, 
who transferred to the Karen Bravo, which was going to 1he 
Red Sea. Joining Party 62 at Gibraltar were Helpers MARK 
PRICE, JOHN GRANVILLE, and CRIS AURJSCII. 

The Western Sea headed south, and south, indeed, she 
did go, right over the equator 10 Port Gent ii in Gabon. Here 
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the operation needed ext ra help ashor e; so Assistant Co 
ordinator ROGER SHARPLEY joined Party Manager DA YID 

W. GOODMAN in assuring that the operation wou ld run 
smoothly. At the "p it stop" on the way down, Abidjan in 
the Ivory Coast, Co-ordinator HOWARD (SLIM) PETERS and 
Observer PAT WALLACE boarded th e Sea. The prospec t in 
Gabon called for the use of the AQUAPULSE ® system ; so 
Gun Operator KEITH PRIOR was joined by Helper PETER 
RocK to keep a ll of th e gun s on the Western Sea in top 
operating condition. 

After Gabon Party 62 and the Sea tr aveled north agai n 
but not totally out of its home waters. The loca tion th is time 
was initially Ab idjan , and then we went into Ghana waters . 
Of the countr ies in Africa, Ghana is one of the o ldest inde
pendent nations, claiming modern roads and some of the 
most up-to-date facilities. It was not possible for Party 62 
members to try o ut any of the amen ities offe red in Ghana 
due to the building press ur e of othe r ass ignments. 

After droppi ng the data at Abidjan, the Western Sea 
headed north for the port of Nouadhibou in Mauritania . 
The Sea made this particular location change on its own as 
the seismic crew was taking a break in Las Palma s, Canary 

The harbor of Las Palmas, Canary 
Islands, is a familiar sight to the 
crew of the Western Sea, Party 62. 
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Western Sea Navigation Engineer 
Robert Henderson (left) and Assist• 
ant Navigation Engineer John Thier• 
jung tune Party 62's gravity meter. 

Islands . Durin g this lull in operations Party 62 said good -by 
to SLIM PETERS, ROGER SHARPLEY, a nd DUKE MORRISON, 
who returned to the Karen Bra vo, the London digital center, 
and a land assignment, respectively. Navigation Engineer 
Bos HENDERSON join ed us to replace DUKE, and Co
ordinato r JOHN Ev ANS returned for thi s con tract. Mauri
tania is one of th e sti ll-emerging coun tri es in Africa. It is 
reliant at present on its fish industry and a very large mining 
consortium for its basic economy . Nevertheless, it would be 
fair to say that Party 62 members managed to enjo y them 
selves while they were th ere . 

It was, o f course, necessa ry to finish, more or less, the 
circle of travel. Upon co mpletin g the Mauritania contract 
and saying goo d-by to new-found Ru ssia n fish ing-boat 
frie nd s, the Western Sea pointed its head to Agadir in 
Morocco, the base port for Part y 62 for th e next few 
months. Agadir was found to be quite modern, partly due to 
the fact that it was almost totally destroyed in 1967 by an 
earthquake . As with most Arab countrie s, one has to bar
gain for any goods at the markets; so some quite hilarious 
tim es were had. During this particular tour the crew of the 
Sea was fed by Cook FRANK SULTANA, aided by To M KELLY 



Party Y-8 spent the next three months moving between 
Childress, Lubbock, and Seminole. In April we welcomed 
back Surveyor Jo11N YOUNG, and MICHAEL BRYANT received 
his 5-Year Service Pin. 

RALPH E. FARNUM, Ill, became a member of the crew in 
May. He is a graduate of the New Mexico Institute of 
Mining and Technology in Socorro and is our assistant 
observer. Also joining us in May was our cable-repair 
person, PATRICIA YOUNG, who works full time during the 
summer months and part time the rest of the year when her 
oldest daughter is in school. 

From May 15 to June 15 Party Y-8 made the necessary 
arrangements to allow its observer and field clerk to return 
to Florida for a well-deserved vacation. Your reporter can 
safely say that the BRYANTS enjoyed themselves immensely. 

Permit Agent WILBUR (Ross) MooRE was hired in May; 
and there was another addition to the crew in June, GARY 
MIRANDA, a new vibrator operator. 

July found us in Lubbock . Party V-8 moved on to Brown
field, San Angelo, and then to Midland for a bad ly needed 
vibrator-maintenance break. Helper W1LBURN (WILLIE) 
RoMJNE joined us in July. 

In August and September we were firmly planted in 
Ozona, Texas. While there we acquired the following per
sonnel: Vibrator Mechanic THOMAS THOMLINSON and 
Helpers PEDRO MORENO, JUAN LABAT, KJNo FALCON, 
TOMAS VALENZUELA, G0MESINDO FALCO ' and LEANDRO 
AGUERO. The crew was working long hours and far from 
town. Needless 10 say, we were all glad to leave after the first 
of October. Our party manager, HENRY KENNEY, received 
his 5-Year Service Pin during Auiust. 

October found us in a very rare situation, working out of 
our Midland office. We were there for almost a full month. 
HENRY and Surveyor JOH YOUNG enjoyed it because they 
could be with their families for a change. Surveyor 
CHRISTOPHER WHITMAN came to us from Party Y-22 during 
this time. Also joining us during October were: Helpers 
MARGARET THOMLINSON, JOHN SCHOFIELD, GARY GRAHAM, 
DONALD LEE, RINALDO PEREZ, and MARIO DE Hoyos. 

\n ovember, after a shon break., Pan)' Y-8 was on the 
road again with a new crew member, Helper JOSE FALCON. 
We went first to Hobb s, New Mexico, for a week and then 
on to Van Horn , Texas, where we were met by our newest 
crew member, Helper JEFFREY ScmnTEMA, and where this 
report is being written. 

Party Y-8 hopes that you all had a wonderful holiday 
season and that this finds all of you in good health and goo d 
sp irits. 

This is Party Y-8 signing off until next time. We are off 
again like a band of gypsies wandering down the "Western" 
road across west Texas. 

PARTY 62-LAS PALMAS, CANARY 
ISLANDS . .. 

DAVID BOYLE, Reporter-Photographer 

It was March 1977 when Part y 62 and the Western Sea did 
once again venture forth. After completi ng the dry-docking, 
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our first assignment was off the south coast of Spain a1 
Almeria. As the start-up of the Western Sea coincided with 
the dry-docking of the Karen Bravo, the majority of the 
Karen's crew was "conscripted" to the Sea. Those joining 
Party Manager DAVID GOODMAN, Co-ordinator DAVID 
BOYLE, Assistant Co-ordinator DAVID SHARPE, and Helpers 
PEDRO PEREZ and DAVID CARUANA were: Co-ordinator 
JOHN FARQUHARSON, Digital Technician GORDON SMITH, 
Gun Operator KEITH PRIOR, Ju nior Observer ALA}. 

BIRKETT, and Helpers JOHN BROWN and PHIL S1MPSON. 
The prospect for this first job was located between the 

Strait of Gibraltar and Almeria and called for the use of our 
on-board satellite navigation system. To ensure that thi~ 
system operated correctly, two of Western's satellite navi
gation engineers, A. E. (DUKE) MOR.RISO~ and JoH:-. 
THIERJUNG, were flown to the crew. As the west end of the 
prospect had the Strait of Gibraltar as a boundary, the 
members of Part y 62 managed to get some good views of 
one of the last remaining British colonies. The members of 

Gun Operator Keith Prior logs shot points aboard the Western Sea. 

the crew who visited Gibraltar brought back tales of \er~ 
friendly people and reported fantastic views from the top of 
the "Rock." Several had the opportunity to see the famous 
" Rock Apes." This breed of ape is native to Gibraltar and i~ 
permi1ted to tra vel around the Rock with no restraints. 

After about a month the base of operations for Party 62 
and the Western Sea was changed from Almeria to Spain's 
northeast coast resort of Tarragona. For a short while the 
crew of the Sea was joined by Co-ordinator JOHN T. Ev ANS. 

After completing the Spanish prospect, the Western Sea 
headed south again. 

Stopping at Gibraltar on the way, the crew said good-by 
to Cook STEVE EASTCR0FT and Co-ordinator JOHN EVANS, 
who transferred to the Karen Bra vo, which was going to the 
Red Sea. Joinin g Party 62 at Gibraltar were Helpers MARK 
PRICE, JOHN GRANVILLE, and CRIS AURISCH. 

The Western Sea headed south, and south, indeed, she 
did go, right over the equator to Port Gentil in Gabon. Herc 
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the operation needed extra help ashore; so Assistant Co 
ordinator ROGER SHARPLEY joined Party Manager DA vm 
W. GOODMAN in assuring that the operation would run 
smoothly . At the "pit stop" on the way down, Abidjan in 
the Ivory Coast, Co-ordinator HOWARD (SLIM) PETERS and 
Observer PAT WALLACE boarded the Sea. The prospect in 
Gabon called for the use of the AQUAPULSE ® system; so 
Gun Operator KEITH PRIOR was joined by Helper PETER 
RocK to keep all of the guns on the Western Sea in top 
operat ing cond ition . 

After Gabon Party 62 and the Sea traveled north again 
but not totally out of its home waters. The location this t ime 
was initially Abidjan, and then we went into Ghana waters. 
Of the countries in Africa, Ghana is one of the oldest inde
pendent nations, claiming modern roads and some of the 
most up-to -date facilities. It was not possible for Party 62 
members to try out any of the amenities offered in Ghana 
due to the building pressure of other assignments. 

After dropping the data at Abidjan, the Western Sea 
headed north for the port of Nouadhibou in Mauritania. 
The Sea made th is particular location change on its own as 
the seismic crew was taking a break in Las Palmas, Canary 

The harbor of Las Palmas, Canary 
Islands, is a familiar sight to the 
crew of the Western Sea, Party 62. 

SPRING 1978 

Western Sea Navigation Engineer 
Robert Henderson (left) and Assist 
ant Navigation Engineer John Thier
jung tune Party 62's gravit y meter. 

Islands. During thi s lull in operations Party 62 said good-by 
to SLIM PETERS, ROGER SHARPLEY, and Du KE MORRISON, 
who returned to the Karen Bravo, the London digital center, 
and a land assignment, respectively. Navigation Engineer 
Bos HENDERSON joined us to replace DUKE, and Co
ord inator JOHN Ev ANS returned for this contract. Mauri
tania is one of the still-emerging countries in Africa. It is 
reliant at present on its fish industry and a very large mining 
consortium for its basic economy. Nevertheless, it would be 
fair to say that Party 62 members managed to enjoy them
selves while they were there. 

It was, of course, necessary to finish, more or less, the 
circle of travel. Upon completing the Mauritania contract 
and saying good-by to new-found Russian fishing-boat 
friends, the Western Sea pointed its head to Agadir in 
Morocco, the base port for Party 62 for the next few 
months. Agadir was found to be quite modern, partly due to 
the fact that it was almost tota lly destroyed in 1967 by an 
earthquake . As with most Arab countries, one has to bar
gain for any goods at the markets; so some quite hilar ious 
times were had. Dur ing this particular tour the crew of the 
Sea was fed by Cook FRANK SULTANA, aided by ToM KELLY 



and JACK LEONARD. The upkeep and general runnin g of the 
Western Sea was handled by Captain JACK HARGREAVES 
and his able-bodied crew, including the mate, MIKE Row AN, 
and Seamen MARTI ANDERSON and JOHN HARGREAVES. 
The engine room was pilored by the chief engineer, LYLE 
OsT, and Assistant Navigation s Engineer DAVID ROWELL. 

The member~ of Party 62 and the Western Sea would like 
to wish all of the best and future good luck to DAVE and 
MARTY SHARPE, who were married in June; 10 JoH 
FARQUHARSON on his travels in the Mediterranean Sea; to 
Engineer JoE KOPP on his new venrure as machine shop 
owner-operator; and to ALAN BIRKETT, CRIS AuRISCH, and 
Engineer Mr_KE COZENS on their newly-appointed careers. 

As to closing, one has only to mention the srart again of 
the Sea's travel circle. Upon completion of our present 
contract and after a few days' break, the Western Sea 
return s to Africa. This time rhe base of operat ions will be 
somewhere in the Congo . For the journey down south the 
crew of the Sea has been joined by Helpers BRJAN KANE and 
DouG BANKS. Well, mates, keep "doodling." Good -by for 
now from Part y 62. 

PARTY V-24-SHERIDAN, WYOMING ... 

LARRY DURKEE, Reporter 
VERNE LANGDON, LEE MEITZEN, and ROY BROOK, 

Photographers 

Once again Party V-24 is wintering in the northern 
Rockies in such scenic spots as Kaycee, Wyoming; 
Roundup, Montana; and presently Sheridan, Wyoming. 

During the last several months Party V-24 lost two of its 
oldest members: Part y Manager VERNE LANGDON to 
Alaska's Party V-11 and Observer JERRY CROWELL to 
California as an assistant instrument supervisor. Party V-24 
wishes them both the best of luck. VERNE was replaced as 
party manager by Field Clerk LARRY DURKEE, and JERRY 
was replaced first by Observer LEO MANGUM, who was soon 
off to the desert sands of the Middle East, and then by 
Assistant Observer MAYNARD FENSTER. 

Rodman Steve Weber waves to the third man on the Party V-24 sur• 
vey crew as Surveyor Roger Holme (right) makes notes to himself. 

Above-Party V-24 Vibrator Mechanic Lee 
Meltzen changes a tire. Left-Party V-24 
Cable Pusher Ron Taylor (left) and Cable
truck Driver Karen Daniels are repairing 
geophones in Wyoming while Assistant Ob
server Maynard Fenster (right) kibitzes. 
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Cable Pusher Ron Taylor is kneeling on the ground while he 
checks some cables for Party V-24 in Sheridan , Wyoming. 

Cable Pusher RoN (BOY WONDER) TAYLOR a nd our hard
nosed cable-truck drivers, Bo a STANLEY, KAREN DANIELS, 
and OWEN RAuGUTT, keep th ings moving smoot hl y on the 
jug line. 

"O ld hands" P ermit Agent CARL SIVAGE an d Surveyor 
ROGER HOLME have kept their ends of the crew running well, 
CARL with a "goo d line" and an endless supply of fossil fish 
and ROGER with the help of Rodm an STEVE WEBER and 
Helper GLENN OSBORNE. CARL even managed to make it out 
of the Rocky Mountains this Christmas when he and his 
wife, EVELYN, vis ited their son in Iowa City, Iowa. 

Vibrator Mechanic LEE MEITZEN co ntinue s to do an in
credible job of keep ing the vibr ato rs running. He is helped 
by Vibrator Operator NORM H EWITT, RoD LALICKER, and 
our resident Mississippians, BOBBY JARRELL and RON SMITH, 
,vho were heard co ncludin g that "Wyom ing has nine 
months of winter and three months of late fall!" 

The rest of the crew includes H elpers LARRY CLINE, 
CLYDE ERTAL, JIM EWEN, DIXIE NETHERTON, MARCIA 
STEPHENS, JOHN ROBERTS, and our new field clerk, JOHN 
TOLAND. 
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PARTY 70-GREENLAND ... 

DAN GOODMAN and KENNETH BUTCHER, Reporters 
FRED SPAI N, Photographer 

Many mo nths have passed since the last report from the 
crew of Party 70 appeared in the PROFILE. During that t ime 
many miles have been logged, ports visited, and prospects 
comple ted. There a re, unfortunately, too many ports to 
mention in this report; so we shall start with the arrival of 
the ship, the Kirsten Bravo, in Malta after the comp letion of 
a survey in the Red Sea. 

As we entered the harbo r of Valletta in Malta, Western' s 
local shipp ing agent, WILLIE CARUANA, was on the dock as 
usual, willing and wa it ing to take care of all of Party ?O's 
needs. WILLIE and Ma lta were a wo nderful sight to see after 
two months of looking at either water or sand. WILLIE, 
however, had an urgent message from Houston: "As soon 
as possible go to New Bedford, Massachusetts. ' Do not pas s 
go, and do not collect $200.'" Thus, off we went to 
Gibraltar to prepare to trans it the "big pond." About three 
days out of the Strait of Gibraltar, owing to the unpre
dictable way of the oil business, the Kirsten Bravo was 
d iverted to Cork, Ir ela nd. 

In Cork for a few days the men of Party 70 had a chance 
to view the green hill s and meet the friendly Irish peop le. 
There are many castles in Ireland, but per haps the most 
famous one is the Blarney Castle, due to its Blarney stone. 
Man y of the men were anxious to kiss the stone so that they, 
too, might possess the "gift of gab." With four memorable 
days of Cork behind them, the men of Party 70 began a 
short survey off the coast of Ireland. 

The Kirsten Bravo stopped next in Be lfast, Northern 
Ireland, but on ly to tak e on fuel, water, and prov isions . Th e 
stay was long enough, though for Digital Technician 
R1cHARD SENTER to leave for his break in Uvalde, Texas. As 
the ship headed northward for a two-week prospect in the 
North Sea, the men bid farewell to beautiful, green Ireland. 
On the way the days became longer and the a ir cooler while 
the majestic coast of northwest Scotla nd came and passed 
from view. 

People often inquire as to what compels a man to dedicate 
so much t ime to his job. Living and working on a sh ip is not 
all fun and games as most "doodlebuggers" wou ld be quick 
to po int out. Most of us enjoy the n o-rush atmosphere that 
is so distant from city life . The adventure of seeing new 
count ries and the awesome beauty that is possessed by the 
oceans are enough to keep even the most pess im istic doodle
bugger in his place. 

For entertainment th e Kirsten is equipped with var ious 
things. There is a video-tape machine that provides the men 
of P arty 70 with a medium fo r watching movies; television; 
card games; sea stories; and plenty of snacks . The card 
games are strictly spades and cribbage. Th e month ly spades 
tournament is a cha llenge to even the mo st expert card 
player. The stakes are high in that the members of each 
winning team for the month have their names placed on 
view on the spades "hall of fame" plaque. A s for the books, 
there is a stock of used books that are collected in the galley 
library. Sea stories are a dime a dozen on the ship, but 
people stand in line when it comes time for Chief Instrument 
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Chief Inst rument Technician Dan Posey (left) and Digital Tech
nician Richard Senter worlc in the Kirsten Bravo's recording room. 

Technician DAN (GOOBER) POSEY to pop up his famous pop
corn. Bearing all of this in mind, there are still times when a 
man can get lonely out at sea, even with all of the work and 
ente rtainm ent. 

Dur ing production Party 70's crew works 12 hour s a day. 
T hree mea ls a day are cooked by a most competent staff 
headed by JusTO JUMBO, who is assisted by (VICTOR) TYE 
KIN PHUA, ANTONIO GIL MARTEL, FRANCISCO MORENO 
Ruiz, and ANGEL TORRES-VEGA. 

Any hardships endured are quick ly remedied by the men 
of Party 70 whenever the ship hits port. One might be sur
prised to learn just how quickly these doodlebuggers find 
their way around town. Dur ing the day one might expect to 
find these "salty dogs" curiou sly explo ring the shops, 
restaurants, and genera l p laces of interest. By night one may 
be assured of finding the crew of Party 70 enjoying the local 
night spots. Thus, while in port a doodlebugger has time to 
keep his mind off his work . 

Upon finish ing the operation offshore Norway, the 
Kirsten docked for one day in Stavanger, Norway. Vice 
President C. W. (Cmc) NICHOLLS and his assistant, both 
from Hou ston, were in Stavanger to greet the men. 
Everyone enjoyed the short visit to Norway, but some 
wanted to see more of the country, among them GooBER 
Pos EY, Navigation Engineer JIM H UNrnoos, and Observer 
BRENT BROWN, who traveled north to Oslo . 

Many of Party 70's crew were given break time due to the 
forthcoming dry-dock in Aarhus, Denmark . Co-ordinator 
TONY RussELL went home to England; Gunner STEVE 
MARTIN traveled home to Louisiana; and Navigation Tech
nician DALE BoTTENSEK flew home to Florida . JAN 
Pous ENSKY, our resident Rhodesian navigator, traveled 
wherever fate led him; and Helpers ANTONIO SOSA and 
RICARDO GARCIA went home to the ir fami lies in Las Palma s, 
Canary Islands . All of these men had some time to rest 
before tackling the hardship s of offshore Green land , which 
has been described by some as a "winter wonder land ." 
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Majestic mountains rise above the port of Godthaab, Greenland. Theh ten Srav 

The main street of Godthaab , Party 70's supply port, looks bleak and al ~nd almc 
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reenland. The Kirsten Bravo is there, somewhere. The Kirsten Bravo is arriving at Godthaab, where Party 70 was welcomed by the townspeople. 

,s bleak and col and almost deserted by the living. The homes in Godthaab are surro unded by snow and ice, but their residents are warm and friendly. 
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Assistant Party Manager Fred Spain sits on the dock in Godthaab, 
Greenland, as he awaits the arrival of the Kirsten Bravo to pre
sent mail and the ship's supp lies to the Party 70 crew members. 

Navigation Engineer Jim Huntrods (from the left), Helpe r Antonio 
Sosa, Cook Justo Jumbo, and Co-ordinator Tony Russell relax in 
the mess hall of the Kirsten Bravo before resuming their duties. 

Assistant Observer Mike Bradly (from the left), Gun Operator Har
old Roton, and Navigation Technician John Schultink are not happy 
to see Party 70's photographer in the Kirsten Bravo's mess hall. 
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all necessarily on the coast), the people are always happy to 
see the new faces that visiting ships bring to their harbors. 
Every member of our crew made friends among the local 
citizens, and an enjoyab le time was had during each port 
call. Our departure from Greenland was a very sad one, but 
hopefully we shall visit there again to renew our 
acquaintances. 

From Greenland Party 70 will be returning to the States. 
Perhaps after a few months, though, we shall again proceed 
to foreign lands. There is no way of knowing just where the 
men of Party 70 will be working in the future. It is a safe bet, 
however, to say that wherever the Kirsten Bravo sails, the 
men will always be anxious to arrive in new and exciting 
places . 

PARTY 38-KENMARE, NORTH DAKOTA ... 

WARD MARICLE , Reporter 

Since last seen in the PROFILE, Party 38 has not made a 
move. We are still in Kenmare, North Dakota, for what has 
turned out to be 11 months so far. 

The area around Kenmare is mostly flat farm land except 
near the Souris River, which runs into North Dakot a from 
Saskatchewan, through the city of Minot, and · then ba ck 
north into Canada. This small river has been crossed, to the 
agony of Party 38 Surveyor Scon GOERLICH and his 
helpers, DAVE BAKER and GARY BRADFORD, about 15 times 
in the last 11 months. 

The Souris River provides excellent pike fishing in the 
area, plus many acres of game refuge for deer, ant~lope, 
ducks, and geese. Some of the crew members spent warm 
summe r afternoons on break days by the old fishing hole. At 
the time of this writing, deer, goose, and duck seasons are 
underway in the state; so there are many hunters from all 
over the co untry in town. (Kenmare is known as the 
"Honker" capital of the northern tier states .) 

The recording crew, headed up by Observer NICK K10s, 
has been very busy these last months doing detail cross 
country lines and an occasional long line going down the 
section lines. Helper s MARY MURPHY, Do uG MATTERN, and 
DARVIN HASBY appreciate the section road lines because 
they do not ha ve to work on dragouts, which are nearl y 
nonexistent on that type of line . The jug line, spea rheaded 
by Cable-truck Driver PHILLIP (DAN) CHRISTENSEN, is made 
up of Help ers HUGH O'NEIL, DARRYL MATTERN, MARK 
LucoT, STEVE REDMER, BRIAN MEYERS, and LEROY (ANDY) 
ANDERSON. Shooter Iv AR SCHNEIDER, the big overall winner 
in the baseball World Series and in the latest football pools, 
keeps the hole s blasting so that the ju g hand s are always 
busy. 

The highlight of the year for Party 38 had to be the 
changeover to a 96-channel recording system . To top that 
off, no soo ner had we made the recording-truck change than 
four vibrators showed up on the crew, and we tried our hand 
at dual-recording th e "Yibroseis" ® system and shot-hole 
data. This provided a challenge co NtcK Klos and his crew, 
but it all went quite smoot hly. 

Drillers JAY KoPP and TONY HERNANDEZ, a recent 
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transfer from Party 18, aided by Helper s PAUL KNUTSON and 
STEVE BUMMER, drill plenty of holes so that the recording 
crew never has to wait. The drillers are helped along by 
Mechanic CRAJO RITSCHEL and the extra water-truck driver, 
Helper LANDON CLAY. 

In addition to the two drills here in Kenmare, there are 
five others assigned to Party 38 but working out of 
Williston, North Dakota. They are run by Driller ADAM 
HAAS and Helper CLARENCE BAKER, Drillers BOYD 
HALVORSON and STEVE KING, Driller ROBERT BAILEY and 
Helper MIKE MILLER, Driller LARRY (BEAR) HAKES and 
Helper CRAIG SNYDER, and Driller-Mechanic ROBERT 
KRosHus and Helper WILLIAM DAELEY. These 10 men have 
been working in western North Dakota and eastern 
Montana. 

Party 38 is also using a two-man cleanup crew of Helpers 
MIKE McCARTHY and MIKE Morr. MIKE and MIKE use a 
water truck equipped to mix drilling mud and water into a 
slurr y, which is then pumped into each shot hole. After the 
slurry is pumped in, the holes are plugged with cement and 
cuttings . The remaining cuttings are scattered by their 
pickup that has a blade on the front. 

Two changes have been made on the crew as of this 
writing. Field Clerk DAVID KING has gone to Party 18 in 
Williston, North Dakota, to take over the party manager 
duties; and Helper KEN HAGER also went to Party 18 to 
become permit agent. 

Party Manager WARD MARICLE, Permit Agent RICHARD 
STEIBER, and Party 38's new hire, Field Clerk MJKE HousE, 
are taking care of all of the operational problems, hard and 
easy, that occur with a crew this large. 

PARTY 102-NORTH SEA ... 

J. G. JAEGER , Reporter -Photographer 

This is Party 102 writing to you from aboard the Western 
Europa in the North Sea, near the Ekofisk Oilfield. The 
North Sea has been our most commo n place of abode these 
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The Western Europa is in Aberdeen, Scotland , off which coast 
Party 102, under Party Manager Ronny Benson, worked last summer. 

Junior Observer John Laurenson (from the left), Helper Scott Bar• 
rie, Assistant Co-ordinator Bob Eastcroft , Party Manager Ronny 
Benson, and Supervisor Joe Saltamachia stand by the Western Eu• 
ropa's bow in windy and (apparently ) chilly Aberdeen , Scotland. 

last few months . The port calls have helped keep spirits high 
with Bergen, Norway, to the east and Aberdeen, the Scot
tish Riviera, to the west. 

After an excellent summer off the west coast of Scotland, 
we returned to the North Sea winter routine of often having 
to wait out rough weather. We have been busy, however, 
with only a few minor holdups due to bad weather. 

We have had many changes on Party 102 and the Western 
Europa this season . One of these is our navigat ion engineer, 
TERRY LAKER, who at the time of this writing is leaving us, 
and we wish him well. MILES CLARKE, our chief navigator, is 
still here keeping us on line and is busy training newcomer 
IAN Wooo in the skills of satellite navigation. Last Septem
ber we lost our second co-ord inator, PAT O'SULLIVAN, who 
went to a crew in the Middle East; but word has it that he 
will be rejoining us again in the not too distant future. 

Party 102's chief co-ordinator, CRAIG MILNE, has been 
helped by Assistant Co-ordinato r Boe EASTCROIT in train
ing new members on the seismic crew. Things are now turn
ing out better for the smooth running of the recording room 
and back deck. Digital Technician COLIN REID and KEITH 

ARMOUR have kept a close eye on the instruments with shot 
points recorded right on schedule. Junior Observer JOHN 
(SHETLAND JOHN) LAURENSON and Helper GEOFF JuLEFF 
have the recording of data up to Western 's normal high 
standards . Helpers JOHN BARWIS, GEORGE SEGALA (both of 
whom have rejoined Western), JOHN JAEGER, and Scon 
BARRIE have seen that our cable and MAXI PULSE® system 
are in order on the back deck. 

Maintaining the Western Europa in top condition and 
always ready to go at a moment's notice is the crew from the 
Shamrock country: Captain CoLM McDEVITT, Relief Cap
tain RONAN HENDERSON, and their crew of Mates TONY 
MAVER and PATRICK DUFFY; Bosun BRENDEN KERRIGAN; 
Seamen JAMES HANNAH, JOHN KING, MICHAEL HENDERSON, 
MARTIN O'MALLEY, and WILLIAMSHORTALL; Chief Engineer 
WILLIAM PARSLOW; and Engineers DENIS WALSH, DESMOND 
LENNON, BRENDEN LENNOX, and EDWARD BYRNE. 
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Last but not least on our happy crew are Party !02's three 
excellent chefs: GATEO SCHEMBRI, who has shown us IOI 
ways of eating garlic dishes; KEN BRUMFIELD; and newcomer 
LESLIE WRAIGHT. They have given us scrumptious spreads of 
cold buffets, roasts, trifles, and sweets, with fresh coffee 
always at hand. 

Congratulations are in order to PAT O'SULLIVAN and his 
wife on the birth of their daughter, who arrived in July. 
Congratulations also should go to Party Manager RONNY 
BENSON and his wife, BARBARA, and TONY MAVER and his 
wife, PAULINE, as they are expecting new additions in the 
early part of this new year. 

PARTY 50-KAFR EL SHEIKH, ARAB 
REPUBLIC OF EGYPT ... 

BENNIE D. REYNOLDS, Reporter 

Once again Party 50 sends greet ings from Egypt, the land 
of lingering pharaonic culture that is rapidly moving into the 
computer age, a fact that is witnessed by Party 50 daily 
operating our modern recording system alongside water 
wheels of B.C. design. 

We are working in the Nile Delta area of Egypt, roughly a 
triangle that is formed by the Damietta and Rosetta 
branches of the Nile River on the east and west and the 
Mediterranean Sea on the north. It is probably the most 
productive area in the world. Often as many as five different 
crops per year are harvested from a single piece of land. 

The present prize-winning crew continues to carry on 
through Egyptian road traffic and ever-present cable cutters 
and survey-flag collectors. Laying line through villages, 
across canals and rice paddies, and into orange groves and 
eight-foot-high corn fields are Party 50 Surveyors JIM 
WELLIVER, who, we understand, will soon reluctant ly depart 
for a new assignment in Pakistan with Party V-25 (he is 
there-Ed.), and STEVE WILLIAMS, who also fills in as 
assistant party manager, dirty-coverall mechanic, computer 
programmer, and graYity meter consultant. They are ably 
assisted by Egyptian counterparts MAGDY ZAGHLOUL, com
munications expert , and AHMED EID, who enjoys learning 
the "ins" and "outs" of drilling and recording operations 
whenever the survey crew gets a few days ahead. 

Following closely behind the surveyors with our six 
portable drill units are two capable pushers, HASSAN 
HAMDEN and MAGDY SAAD. They have their special 
problems of water supply and access roads. Always on top 
of the drill crew is our unique recording group, presently 
consisting of Observers RoN HANSON, a famous collector of 
rare European literature, and BoB (SERCEL) PREBBLE. Our 
junior observers, GALAL NosHY and MOHSEN MAKRAM, 
being bilingual and hard working, efficiently control 
movement of Part y 50's cab les and phones and shoo ting 
operations. Often they find it necessary to rent a camel or 
donkey when the going becomes too tough for Party 50's 
cable trucks. 

Handling our permitting problems, legal situat ions, 
personnel, and the like are MAHOUD MossALAMY and his 
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assistant, paperwork champion BASYUNI, who endears 
himself with all of the line personnel beginning at 6:30 each 
morning. 

Our present "campsite" is a five-story apartment building 
located right alongside a main railroad line. There are no 
problems with awakening this crew as the 5:10 (A.M.) special 
uses our building as a whistle stop. 

So long from Part y 50. 

PARTY V-23-MOTT , NORTH DAKOTA ... 

DAN KEANE , Reporter 
BOB JIRSCHELE, Photographer 

Since its start -up in Apr il I 977 Party V-23 has seen the 
states of Uta h, Colorado, Wyoming, and Montana and now 
finds itself wintering in Mott, North Dakota. Upon its 
arriva l in "Mott, the Spot," the Party V-23 "fami ly" settled 
comfortably into this small farming community of 1,300 
persons. While geophysical crews are not new to this area, a 
"Vibroseis" ® operation has never been seen here before, 
and it has raised a few eyebrows. 

Observer KEITH (DAD) BAILEY and Assistant Observer 
KEITH Mc INTOSH and Junior Observer DON (NoDAK) 
HOFFART manage to keep the line crew busy. Cable Pusher 
ToM KERR and Cable-truck Drivers DAN (IGOR) KEANE, 

Happy to strike a pose for the photographer (their party manager) 
are (back row, from the left) Party V-23 Observer Keith Bailey 
and Junior Observer Don Hoffart and (front row, from the left) 
Assistant Observer Keith McIntosh and Cable Pusher Tom J. Kerr. 

MIKE SINGLETARY, and KATHY SIGLER make sure that cable 
and flyers are delivered on time. What is probably one of 
Western ' s best "jug" crews is made up of GEORGE GASKINS, 
ART BRADD, JERRY NERI, KAREN OwENS, AMY GuY, VINCE 
PEREDA, RoN (JUNIOR) FERSZT, and Russ HEHN. Of the 
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Posing quickly during their very 
busy day in North Dakota are Party 
V-23 Vibrato r Operator John New
man (from the left), Vibrator Mech
anic Sonny Boyd, Vibrator Operator 
Ed Wright , Helper Dave Orr, and Vi
brator Operator Phil Schroeder . 
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Left-Assistant Surveyor Les Paull is helping out as rodman on Party V-23, which is currently based 
in "Mott, the Spot," North Dakota. Above-Party V-23 Surveyor Wayne Harris (right) is teaching 
some of the liner points of surveying to his rodman, Gordon Holmes, as the crew works in Nort h Dakota. 

- "-----~-~-------------------------------------...0 

Party V-23's lour vibrators 
move across North Dakota 
farmlands in late November. 



~whole g,oup only DoN HO FFART and Russ H EHN can cla;m 
to be true " NoDakian s." 

Vibrator Mechanic A. R. (SONNY) BoYD, who recently left 
us for Alaska, kept the vibrators running smoothly without 
much difficulty. Party Y-23 was sad to see SONNY leave but 
welcomed his replacement, LARRY HAYS, into the family. 
Driving the vibrator s are Vibrator Operator s JOHN 
NEWMAN, PHIL SCHROEDER, ED (BABY HUEY) WRIGHT, and 
Helper DAVE ORR. DAVE and his wife are expecting their 
first child in January. DAVE wants a boy . 

In front of the crew are Surveyor WAYNE HARRIS and his 
rodmen, LES PAULL and GORDON HOLMES. They are the first 
ones 10 get stuck in the mud and snow and thereby "mark" 
the spot for everyone else. 

Assisted by his field clerk, Vrro CHIARAPPA, and permit 
agent, BEN V ANDERBROCK, Party Manager BoB J1RSCHELE 
tries to keep the whole operation running on schedule. 

As this goes to the PROFILE Office, Observer KEITH BAILEY 
has returned to Canada for the winter, and Assistant 
Observer KEITH MCINTOSH has received his long-awa ited 
promotion to observer. 

PARTY 173-ILHEUS, BRAZIL ... 

PETER G. DILLI NG, Reporter 
MALCOLM YEATTS, Photographer 

(Editor's Note: This was written in early Seprember but 
arrived too late to be included in the Winter PROFILE.) 

Party 173 says "Seja Benvindo," or "Welcome to 
Brazil," the colossus of the South American continent, as 
we continue the story of the long, green line drawn by the 
Bayou Chico ( Winter 1976 PROFILE). Party 173 has spen t the 
last year surveying the continental shelf under contract to 
the Brazilian nationa l oil company, Petrobras. 

December 1976 found the Bayou Chico worki ng out of 
Belem, the gateway to the great Amazon River. It is an 
equatorial town with broad avenues and glar ing white 
houses with tile roofs set in the midst of tropica l foliage. The 

Party 173 Digital Technician Mal• 
colm Yeatts climbs a palm tree as 
he tries to pick some coconuts dur• 
ing a barbecue in llheus, Brazil. 
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prospect was a three-day trip north from Belem; and when 
we arrived, the presence of fishing boats in the area provided 
many difficulties for Co-ordin ator ToM HICKMAN. Showing 
good judgment, however, we successfully completed the 
work; then TOM showed no inhibitions about enjoying the 
delicious lobster, the fruits of the fishermen's endeavors. 

Party Manager DEREK HOUGH happ ily supe rvised a move 
south to the port and tourist resort of Fortaleza, a town that 
is loved by all of the Western personne l and especially 
DEREK, who should announce his wedding plans there soon . 

In Belem Party 173 had changed its energy source, which 
change was efficiently implemented by Mechanic GEORGE 
EGGLESTONE and our resident energy expert, K0LBJORN 
(HANS) HANSEN. Current ly, if one gun dares to misfire, 
HANS has only to glare at it and the gun returns to its perfect 
state. If only cable work were so easy! 

The digita l technician on board the Bayou Chico was our 
assistant co-ord inator, W. M. (BILL) FLETCHER. He has 
since left Brazil on vacation an d is now working in Alaska. 
BILL ensured the efficiency of our COBA ® I system in col
lecting data but disagreed when it was suggested to him that 
his liking for the music of late rock musician Jimi Hend rix 
might create excess system noise. 

Join ing the crew in Fortaleza were Digital Technician 
MALCOLM (SHADES) YEATTS and Observer PETER (THE 

Enjoying themselves as they relax near Party 173's office in II• 
heus, Brazil, are Mechanic Chriss Hickman (lrom the left) ; Navi• 
gator Mike McPeague; Gun Operator Hans Hansen; Co-ordinator Tom 
Hickman and his fiancee , Marillha; and Party Manager Derek Hough. 



MOUTH) DILLING. MALCOLM was fresh from vacat ion in the 
United States ; he has spent the previous two years working 
out of Singapore and finally Egypt. The prospect in Egypt 
was near the Egyptian-Israeli dividing line. (There was, he 
said, NO need for Western to use its own energy source.) 

When TOM HICKMAN had to make a trip to the States, 
DEREK HOUGH decided to keep his hand in as co-ordin ator 
and returne d to the high seas. He found recording and cable 
work ably performed by Junior Ob server BRANDAO (ZINHO) 
. CORDEIRO and our tr io of Brazilian trainees, JOHNNY 
(BoLLINHO) CECILIO, DOMINGOS (SUN AND SAi'ID) FILHO, and 
JoAo COSTA, our current chess champion . All are grad ua tes 
ofa technical school in Belem, and they quickly adapted and 
contribut ed to the life aboard the Bayou Chico with their 
natural equator ial tranquilo. 

Leaving Party 173 at Fortaleza for a vacation was Chief 
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Party Manager Derek Hough takes a break from his chores with Par• 
ty 173 and the Bayou Chico, which is now based in llheus, Brazil. 

Observer TONY (RED) OPP. He returned to Brazil to work 
with the "earth people." Joining the ship was Mechanic 
CHRISS (BUCK) HICKMAN, who founded a new language, 
Tennessee hill-country Portuguese, and then found no 
problem communicating with the two Brazilian gun 
mechanics, JERONIMO DA SILVA and Cmco DA SILVA. 

After a long and pleasant stay in Forta leza, the Bayou 
Chico left for more southern prospects, breaking many 
hearts in the process. It was hard to leave, but new hori zons 
beckoned . During the next three month s we traveled steadily 
south to sleepy Natal, historic Salvador, and finally to 
bustling Vitoria. 

In Vitoria the vessel changed command . The former cap
tain of the Bayou Chico, RICHARD LELEAUX, a Western 
veteran with many years in Brazil, left for the States with his 
wife, MAGGIE, and their three children . RICHARD will be 
working on ships in the Gulf of Mexico, close to his beloved 
bayou country. The new cap tain, CHARLES (THE FIRE DRILL) 
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Party 173 Gun Mechanics Chico da Silva (left) and Jeronimo da 
Silva run a final check on some of the Bayou Chico 's instruments. 

Trainee Joao Costa waits to signal the Bayou Chico 's wheelhouse 
during a Party 173 backdown operation with a 6-inch belted cable. 

Junior Observer Brandao Cordeiro (left) and Trainee Domingos Fil· 
ho observe camera monitors and depth recording readings aboard 
the Bayou Chico while Party 173 shoots in a shallow-water area. 
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Rov, although a new Western employee, brings with him 
many years of experience as captain of large vessels and is 
quickly becoming accustomed to the varied requirements of 
Western ships, which may involve maneuvering in shallow 
water and dodging reefs. 

Ably assisting our new captain are Mates Guy GRAYSON 
(still not amused by the Latin custom of chaperons) and 
ANESITO CORREA and Seaman CHICO CA.NIDE. Also new on 
the crew are Engineer Ooo (BURGEN) HINDENES and his 
assistant engineer, ARTUR DE ALMEIDA. The galley staff of 
Cooks JONES S1QUEIRA, DERLI S1QUEIRA, and Jos E (DUKE) 
REIS keeps busy feeding an always-hungry crew. 

The Bayou Chico is now based in Jlheu s, Bahia, a tiny 
town with a big responsibility, which is suppl ying the wor ld 
with cocoa beans and chocolate. Ilheu s is enjoyed most by 
our administrator, JoAo CARDOSO, but not only for the 
chocolate. 

Party 173 has completed one year in Brazil. Within one 
country we have had prospects north of the equator and 
now, with the ship' s approaching Rio de Janeiro, south of 
the Tropic of Capricorn. This is a beautifu l co untry with an 
atmosphere best expressed by the Bra zilians themselves: 
Joia. Where will the long, green lin e of the Bayou Chico 
go next? 

PARTY FV-46-WEST CENTRAL ALBERTA . . . 

LUKE DeWIT, Reporter 
MIKE BYLAND, Photographer 

A big Western "Hello" from Party FV-46 (formerly Party 
V-11), presently located in the frozen wasteland somewhere 
north of Hinton, Alberta, Canada . Where in blazes a re we, 
anyway? 

Guided by our fearless leader, Party Manager ED (FAST 
Eoov) LORENow1cz, over a route of highways, gravel roads, 
cutlines, and game trails, we set up a comfortab le camp. We 
suspect that ED had our skid trailers arranged in a horseshoe 
pattern because he had advance information on the type of 
terrain this prospect covered . We can furnish absolute proof 
that the "horseshoe" did not help. 

The news from Party FV-46 this month does not include 
any honors, engagements, weddings, or civic happenings. 
Instead the crew is famous (and at times infamou s) for being 
a collection of black sheep, reprobates, and bad actors. Our 
cook, GEORGE LEE, is suspected of being the " Hinton Con
nection" for a gamb ling ope rati on spec iali zing in cribbage 
games. He fills our bellies with gastronomic delights and fills 
our ears with equally delightful tales of his fishing experi 
ences, keeping a straight face through every story . A figure 
often found protecting the kitchen from intruders (such as 
cookie monsters) is DARREL (EASY MONEY) ELLIOTT, a 
veteran of seismic operations on both sides of the border. 
We are regularly enter.tained by his tales of daring and ski ll 
in handling the fuel whoopee, water whoopee, and suppl y 
whoopee. Cook's Helper JIM McCAw, who rules our dining 
area with an iron hand, has succeeded in brin ging unruly 
"juggies" into line where a sergeant major and a poltergeist 
failed before him. Keeping Party FV-46's boys in line in the 
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field is Observer WARREN BEN EDIK, who can be spotted any 
morning at one minute to seven sport ing a d isarmin g grin, 
sleepy eyes, and a cup of coffee . Warren's wry humor and 
quick wit on the two -way radio keep the airwaves dancing. 

Junior Observer ROGER CHAPMAN is a pipe-puffing 
Maritimer (a resident of Canada's northeastern provinces) 
who was hired on Party FV-46 because the bo ss figured that 
he wou ld rather pay the Ea ste rner s for working out west 
than for not working back home. ROGER'S line crew stays in 
high spirits by exchanging clever remarks, the majority of 
which we are unable to reprint in a family magazine . One of 
Party FV-46's top comedians is JOHN (RED) SuTTON, who 
will somet imes pretend to tr ip while crossing a beaver dam, 
plunging helte r-ske lter into the icy water just to boost the 
crew's morale by en livenin g a dull morn ing . Wh en RED first 
heard about the vibrator with an articulated joint, he hired 
on seismic right away, figuring that he was in for either 
someth ing very naughty or a new way of smoking pot. 
Either way it so unded good. A memorable caper was the 
time that sm ilin' FRANK KASTNER chopped through the ice 
all of the way a round where big STEVE WILLIAMS happened 
to be stan ding, dropping the hearti ly curs ing, blond geo
phone tech nician thigh -deep into the cool, refreshi ng 
muskeg. DAVE (BUFFY) DOUCETTE is a "P.E.l. 'er" known 
for his carefree ways and his fondness for fermented bever
ages. Such a descript ion applies eq ually well to CHUCK 
(UPCHUCK) STURROCK who has a talent for interjecting four
letter words in places that no one else has before or since . 

One of the slightest of Party FV-46's line -truck drivers, 
MALCOLM MURRAY, ea ts a supper large enough for two 
average men. No one know s for sure where he burns up all 

Party FV-46's Caterpillar occasio nally got stuck in Canada's mud. 

of those calories, but there is some suspicion that on moonlit 
nights he operates a sti ll out back of camp, turning muskeg 
into "screech." A cigar-chewing bundle of ener gy is long, 
tall DAVE WALLACE, a driver who has been known to take 
the scen ic route around bridges, amply demonstrat ing his 
trusted truck to be totally un seaworthy. ROBERT (THE FONZ, 
CRASH, C.B.) BuTZ ha s developed a real knack for nav i-
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gating rou gh cutlines over the years while working for 
Western. It seems that on very bad spots THE FONZ ju st 
closes his eyes and goes by touch; this technique is not popu
lar with FRANK SERA, our mechanic, who ha s his hands full 
ju st keeping those (bleep) oil furnaces working in the 
traile rs . FRANK is a sugar -beet farmer when warm weather 
prevents his mutte ring swee t not h ings into the gunburner of 
a furnace. Vibrator Mechanic JrM HENRY owns a farm, too, 
rais ing hor ses dur ing the seasons that he is not keeping his 
thoroughbr ed vibrators in fine tune . 

J EAN DUGUAY is Party FV-46's lead vibrator operator, a 
man who can build anything from back scratc her s to bi
cycles out of pin flags and whose acrobatic tricks in a 
vibrator would turn Eve! Knievel green with envy. Eveni ngs 
around the old kitchen table always find a bunch of the boys 
chew ing the fat about bygo ne days- in this department 
Vibrator Operator JrM MACADAM demonstrates a cosmic 
imag ination that draw s choruses of groans and rotten to 
matoes by the case . 

The moose in the Hinton area are somet imes start led to 
see a man all dressed in a red suit . Somet imes mistakenly 
identified as Old Saint Nic k , thi s "jolly" figure is actually 
Vibrator Op erato r RANDY TURNBULL. KEN WILKINSON, 
another of Party FV-46's vibrator opera tors, is on the first 
st rin g of the " New Nanton Hotel Drinkin g Team, " 
special izing in the "van illa event." Some of the prizes that 
he has won in compe tition include a fine, black rodeo hat 
and a lar ge number of pretty invitations to visit the county 
judge. 

The huskiest baby sitt er in Alberta is JOHN NICHOLLS, who 
spends his nights as nightman for Part y FV-46 singing lulla 
bies to the noisiest "babies" in the province. MIKE BYLAND, 
the cam p atte ndant , manages to take time out from his busy 
schedule for coffee brea ks; but he has not yet solved the 
probl em of adequately accommodating his hobbies of fish
ing and specialized photography . Field Clerk LuKE DEWIT 
spends his days glued to his cha ir in the office, probabl y due 
to the vast quantities of porridge that he ea ts every morning. 
He takes pride in being able to transform a row of swamp 
spruce into a line of dancing gir ls just by squi ntin g his eyes . 

The intrepid survey crew, whose members are H UGH 
DUNLOP, PHIL PIXLEY, JCM PowERS, and GREG GOBLE, ha s a 
reputation for pushing ever onward throu gh untrodden cut
lines, no matter how many veh icles it takes . They contin ue 
to pull their chains th rough thick and th in. 

These days Party FV-46 is busier than ever, what with 850 
miles of muskeg, rivers, and cliffs to "shake ." Meanwhi le 
FAST ED cont inues alternate ly to browbeat and sweet talk 
the crew into accomplishing the impossi ble , believing the 
improbabl e, and accepting the incredible. "Ain' t nothin' 
quite like workin' seismic!" 

PARTY V-25-ARAB REPUBLIC OF EGYPT ... 

GEORGE R. CAMBRIDGE, Reporter-Photographer 

After being sta cked near Cairo, Egypt , for eight months, 
Party V-25 came alive in early April 1977. Chief Vibrator 
Mechani c GIOVANNI REALE, from Party 30 in Tunisia, the 
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Vibrator Operator Migid (from the left), Instrument Super
visor Chuck Boyer, and Vibrator Mechanic Rod Francis are on 
one of Party V-25's lines in reclaimed desert in Egypt. 

Party V-25 had to cross many canals similar to this one on 
their first prospect in Egypt, located in reclaimed desert. 

first to arrive, had the j ob of gett ing all of the equipment 
mobi le. He was join ed on April 30 by Mechanic CHARLES 
WRIGHT, from Party 50 in Egypt, and Chief Observer DAVE 
JORGENSEN, also from Part y 50, who came to get the 
recorder in shape for the job. On Apr il 21 two new Western
ers, Driller LoUis VEIZER and Surveyor GEORGE CAMBRIDGE, 
traveled from Canada to Party V-25. Part y Manage r DoN 
HASSELL came from the United States to take charge of 
organizing the crew . Following shortly after was Assistant 
Field Su pervisor DAVE ARNDT, who.after a week departed 
for Party V-20 . 

The camp was stacked 14 kilometers (about 8 miles) west 
of Cairo, wh ich gave the crew a good opportunity to see the 
pyramids, the Sph inx, and many sights in Cairo before we 
moved to the first prospect. Just prior to our camp move, 
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Pllly V-25 -11 ecl for 101M time on I prospect near this com field 
111d lffllll village that . ,. located In Egypfl reclalmecl clNert. 

Party V•25 11 slowly moving ltl camp from ltl first prospect In the ,._ 
clalmecl deHrt to ltl next, which la located In Egypt's Western Desert 

Lift- Gathering In Party V•25's office In Egypt to dlscuu the day's work .,. Allls t• 
al oi.r- Nolan 8ergHux (from the left); Cofflldo Rubino, the compullr for the er-. 
CNlf Vlnlor Mechanic Giovanni Reale; SuMyor George Cambridge; Dltller•Mechanlc 
llllldoll Atwood; I nd Vlbrllar Mechanic Rod G. Francia (back to the ca-■). Center
,.., Manager Don H1IHl l look1 over Party y .25 ,-,els during I lull In Egyptian operations. 

Mechanic CharlN Wright (leftt and Chief Vl
bralar Mechanic Glowannl Reale and two un
ldlntlflecl lllliw hllplrs .,_ spending IOIM 
of their 1CMC1 lellUl9 time putting the door 
back on Party V-25'1 trusty ''Wagon" In Egypt. 

Observer Boa M1ERKJEWICZ and Assistant Observer NOLAN 
BERGEAUX arrived; and on May 12 Surveyor MIKE 
McKINNON and Vibrator Mechanic Ron FRANCIS, both 
from Party V-56 in Algeria, and Vibrator Technician 
LAWRENCE HAYS, from Party V-15 in Pakistan, joined us at 
5 A.M. for the JO A.M. camp move. Field Supervisor E. W. 
(WOODY) CLARK, 111, also took part in our move along the 
desert highway to the campsite 54 kilometers (about 32½ 
miles) south of Alexandria on the edge of the Western 
Desert. 

The area of our first prospect was in reclaimed desert with 
many fields, vineyards, and interlaced canals. This caused 
many interesting problems, which took a little while to 
correct; but once worked out, things rolled along smooth ly. 

In early May CORRADO RUBINO, our computer from Party 
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V-53 in Algeria, obtained a villa in Agami, just a few miles 
away from Alexandria, to do his work. When weathering 
data was sent to CORRADO, there were always plenty of eager 
volunteers to make the 40-kilometer (24-mile) trip. Agami 
itself, a tourist area on the Mediterranean Sea, may have 
had something to do with this. 

On June 27 Driller-Mechanic SHELDON ATwooo arrived 
from London to allow LoUis VEtZER to take a needed break. 
We finished the first part of our prospect on July 3 and 
moved camp to the Western Desert. As Surveyor RANDY 
HUTTON summed it up , the camp move reminded him of the 
way the Oklahoma land rush must have been. The local 
drivers, who were not used to driving in the sand, called 
upon GIOVANNI REALE and LAWRENCE HAYS to pull them 
out during the camp move. With a few difficulties we 
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1. Office Administrator Ralph Brookes (left) and Supervisor Mel 
Weidner sit on the front stairs of the Karachi, Pakistan, office. 
2. Party V-25 Vibrator Operator Rick Hamish (from the left), 
Party Manager Juan Bustos, and Vibrator Operator Bruce Clulow are 
gathering around the ''Water Jug" during a long day's spiking In 
Pakistan. 3. Observer Paul Cooper is heading into Party V-25's 
office In Karachi for a break alter working on the crew's record
ing truck. 4. This la a typical street scene in downtown Kara• 
chi. 5. Party V-25'1 recording buggy is backed up to the office 
garage In Karachi during the Installation of the Instruments. 
6. The driver of the bullock cart (left) Is at a definite dis
advantage when It comes to driving down the same Pakistani roads 
as Party V-25 vibrators. It looks as II he Is going to get wet. 
7. Party V-25 Manager Juan Bustos (In checked shirt) and Ob
server Bob Miettllewlcz (In hat) supervise the line In Pakistan. 
8. Pakistani villagers give Party V-25 vibrators the right of 
way. 9. In Karachi, horse-drawn carriages are used as taxis. 

heart of the agricuhural area. Field Supervisor VIC MuTTEN 
and Chief Vibrator Mechanic GIOVANNI REALE were 
respon sible for getting the equipment rounded up, put into 
working order, and to the work area. At the time we had 
very few Pakistanis working for us; so the expat riate staff 
had to be super efficient. One of the surveyo rs, JIM 
WELLIVER, had gone out ahead scouting the area and so 
missed the convoy out; but CHUCK HARRIS, our other 
surveyor, drove one of the vehicles. Other drivers and their 
vehicles in the convoy were: Observer Bos M1ERKIEW1cz, a 
jug buggy; Driller RA v EDGAR, the weathering-crew drill 
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truck; and Weathering Observer NOLAN BERGEAUX, a water 
truck. MAHMOUD EL MENYAWJ, PETER HOCKEY, and RICK 
HARNISH drove some of the bigger vehicles. SALEEM MALIK, 
the camp boss, rode in one of the Land Rovers and kept the 
crew in food along the way. The recording buggy remained 
behind in Karachi for installat ion of the instruments; so 
Senior Electronic Technician J1M DARNALL and Digital 
Equipment Engineer ToM SPENCELEY stayed back for that. 

Part y V-25's camp was set up as the instruments were 
being installed and more people were arriving. Observer 
PAUL COOPER came from north ern Paki stan, Vibrator 
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Operator BRUCE Cwww showed up following his vacation 
in New Zealand, and finally J uAN BusTOs, the party 
manager, arrived from Bogota, Co lombia, relieving VIC 
MunEN, who was anxiously awaiting JUAN'S arrival. 

The instrument s have been installed, workers have been 
hired, and the crew is working . Because of the water in the 
fields and the marshes, Party V-25 is working along canal 
banks and roads . We are hoping to get mo st of the work 
done during the dry season because when the monsoons 
come it will be getting much wetter. It should be an interest
ing operation. 
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PARTY V-95-NORTH SLOPE OF ALASKA 

STEVE PISA, Reporter 

As of th is writing Party V-95 is in the process of "crank
ing up" for another season on Alaska's North Slope. The 
mercury is low, the wind is blowing, and darkness prevails; 
but the hearty group of Westerners is ready to meet the 
challenge of arctic operations. 

Observer Al. DOHN and Junior Observer RICHARD 
MOFFAT will head the recording crew, assisted by Cable
truck Drivers JOHN BRAGG, J AY HuosoN, BILL VAN HOOSE, 
and an ab le group of helpers, includ ing STAN CLARK, DAN 
OSTLER, GARY FosTER, TERRY JONES, BRLAN Goss, and 
J AMES CLIFTON. 

Lourn BYRD is in cha rge of keep ing the Party V-95 
vibrators in operation, which always proves to be quite a 
chore in sub-zero conditions. DEAN LOAN, JoE GIDDINGS, 
MIKE J OHNSON, and DARRELL JOHNSON are the men to 
operate these "buggy" -type units that are especially modi
fied for co ld-weather use. 

Surveyor BoB MITCHELL and his helper, KELLY BRITTON, 
are ready, willing, and able to put the lines where they 
belong on the barren tundra. BoB spent the summer on 
Party 9 in the "lower 48" and is more than glad to be back 
in Alaska once more. 

In camp you can find Field Clerk CY DREW helping Party 
Manager STEVE PISA with his many diverse duties. Cook 
PAUL KLABUNDE and "Bull Cook" HowARD MosQUITO 
keep the boys well fed, and the visions of a good hot meal 
waiting back at camp help many a weary Westerner make it 
through the day . Camp Mechanics GENE KLABUNDE and 
GARY JACKINSKY have plenty to do, and Cat Operator s 
MITCH REBARCHEK and EMERY DowsT are ready to move 
camp at a moment's notice. Camp Attendant PEARSON 
COVINGTON is also a busy man these days. Our supply unit is 
manned by JrM BRUCE, who is sure to put many miles 
behind him this winter hauling fuel and supplies from the 
various airstrips and the Deadhorse base camp near 
Prudhoe Bay. 

Soon the operation will be in full swing, and the camp will 
leave its present base for the three-day trip across the barren 
land to the prospect area on the shores of the Beaufort Sea. 
We shall likely be th inking of (and maybe envying) our 
fellow Westerners in the warmer regions of the world. 

AN ARCTIC CREW 

Onto the tundra our camp string moves, 
A way from roads and towns. 

The roar of 20 Diesels 
And people dressed like clowns. 

Big parkas, caps, and bunny boots 
Are seen in great profusion, 

And people stagger through the snow; 
It seems like mass confusion. 

But all of this activity 
Has order, rhyme, and reason. 

It's Western Geophysical 
For another winter season. 
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PARTIES V-29 and V-31-MARACAIBO, 
IC IC'711ELA ... 

JOSEPH H. CHANEK, Reporter-Photographer 

"The city bathed by the sun-where the action is 
starting." As usual Western makes it happen, and the latest 
happening is taking place in Venezuela, South America. 
Venezuela got its name from explorer Alonso de Ojeda, who 
in the 15th Century discovered Lake Maracaibo and saw the 
.Palafltos (houses built on stilts) that reminded him of Venice 
in Italy; thus the name Venezuela. 

Western opened its office doors in June 1977 in Maracaibo 
(city), beside the famous lake. Maracaibo, in the state of 
Zulia, has a population of 1,500,000 inhabitants and is 
relatively modern in design and construction. Its primary 
wealth comes from none other than that "black stuff" 
called crude oil. Maracaibo is the third largest seaport 'in 
Venezuela, after La Guaira and Puerto Cabello. The resi
dents of Maracaibo, who call themselves "Maracuchos," 
boast of the 7.5 kilometer - (4.65 mile-) long bridge spanni ng 
the mouth of Lake Maracaibo as the lake empties into the 
Caribbean Sea. Maracuchos are also proud that nearly 70% 
of all of the oil refined in Venezuela comes from, in, and 
around Lake Maracaibo here in the state of Zulia. 

This operation was started up by Vice President-Latin 
American Operations V. C. (Vic) Bovo and Area Manager 
DIETER MILZ and is run on a local level by Assistant Super
visor Jo E CHAN EK. Joe says that he has one of the best secre
taries in Western, ELSA ALMENARA, who, as some of you 
might know, came 10 Venezuela after the comp letion of the 
Peruvian operations. ELSA expedites the day-to-day paper
work with the aid of MARIANA PARRA, the receptionist. 

JoE came to Venezuela by way of Guatema la with his 
wife, LINDA, and one-year-old son, NATHANIEL. LINDA 
attends the ladies' club and local church doings; and while 
she busies herself in these activities, JoE sees to the smooth 
operations of two new "Vibro seis" ® crews: Party V-29, 
which started in June, and Party V-31, which started in 
September. JoE, his wife, and son like to eat in restaurants 
such as the famous Mi Vaquita, for the best churrasco, a 
king-size steak; the El Gaucho, for Argentine parrilladas; 
the El Guacamayo, for Italian food; and others. He is also 
known to frequent the local Tropi Burger for its ham
burgers. 

While JOE worries about visas, permits, imports, and the 
like, one of his key men, GEORGE EGGLESTONE, heads Party 

Vibrator Mechanic Enrique Rabczuk (left) and Chief Vibrator Mech• 
anic Carl Wagner are checki ng over the base-plate locks on one of 
Party 31 's vibrators In Venezuela before releasing it for use. 
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Calle Bella Vista is a main thoroughfare In Maracaibo, Venezuela. 

V-29 crew operations as party manager . GEORGE, who came 
to us from Bolivia, constantly refers to his past experiences 
in Mexico and Bolivia and compares them with those he 
faces here daily. GEORGE, when and if he gets to take rest 
leave, plans on visiting the States. Also, for some reason he 
wants to go back to Mexico for a few days. Wonder what or 
who is there? 

Being an ex-mechanic, GEORGE gives men like RICHARD 
ARNOLD and HUMBERTO CHAPARRO a rough time once in a 
while. RICHARD and HUMBERTO are our vibrator mechanics. 
RICHARD came to Party V-29 from Guatemala and brought 
with him his wife, IRIS, and their one-year-old boy, GLENN 
CARLOS. Being the hard worker that he is, he takes GEORGE'S 
comments and goes on about his way doing what he knows 

Above-Party Manager George Egglestone (left) and Assistant 
Supervisor Joe Chanek discuss Party V-29's Venezuela opera• 
lions. Below-Geophysical Analyst Steve Jonas (from the 
left), Surveyors Marl< Merry and Luis Ruiz, and Gravity Su• 
pervlsor Bud Carpenter worl< up survey notes for Party V-29. 



Left-Party V-29 Surveyor Randy Hutton (left) and an unidentified helper are plant • 
ing some permanent markers as they work in Venezuela. Below-Vibrator Operator 
Marcos Osorio is checking his vehic le as Party V-31 's vibrators are " on the march." 

best- "mechanic ing." RICHARD'S co-worker, HUMBERTO, a 
Colombian, arrived on V-29 from Trinidad; and he works as 
hard or harder on our vibrator s than most mechanics . Why? 
Simple. He says, " I do not want to go back to working port 
able crews." HUMBERTO likes to spend his free time in 
Colombia, his home. These men are backed up by GORDON 
BROWN, a first-class mechanic. GORDON sees that our D-7 
caterpillars are in good shape. 

Now, how about those who run the "moon buggy"? 
They are GILBERT PINA and RIGOBERTO Rurz. GILBERT does 
a fine job of keeping his instruments, as well as the cables 
and phones, in good condition . When not on the crew he 
goes to places like Merida, located in the Andes Mountains 
of Venezuela (a place to cool oft), and once even to Mexico 
City. (Why does everyone like Mexico so much?) 
RIGOBERTO, on the other hand, after doing his job, comes to 
Maracaibo to stay with his wife, SusAN. R1GOBERTO, a 
Peruvian, also joined Part y Y-29 from Trinidad. These men 
have been helped by othe rs, such as Chief Observers 
VERNON (BIG STRETCH) DA vm and CHARLES (BUTCH) 
BROWN. 

To complete the crew we have our surveyors . Party V-29, 
having had a rough time surveying, using local labor, has 
had numerous surveyors; and presently RANDY HUTTON, 
LUIS RUIZ, ERNESTO SANCHEZ, and MARK MERRY cont inue 
the battle. They are winning, but it has taken some doing. 
RANDY also likes the cool air of Merida after long, hot days 
behind the old tripod. Lms and ERNESTO both take advan -
1age of their rest leaves and go home to their families in 
Colombia and Ecuador, respectively. 

All in all, Venezuel_a can be a delightful place in which to 
live and work. Within a few hours drive we have Caribbean 
beaches; and in sports we have soccer, baseball, and 
bullfights, as well as horse racing and toro coleados 
(Venezuelan rodeo). The biggest loca l event of the year takes 
place in November and is the feast of La Chinita, local 

SPRING 1978 

patroness, where folk songs are played in the streets and 
gallons of beer and wine are consumed . 

Jo E's other key man is RALPH JOHNSON, party manager 
for Party V-31. RALPH got his crew started in October, after 
a two-week wait on customs and a 120-kilometer (74-mile) 
drive south to Machiques, where he set up his base camp. 
Machiques is a small town of about 30,000 persons and is set 
between the foothills of the Andes Mountains and Lake 
Maracaibo . It is said that on a clear day you can see the top 
of the mounta ins, but we are still waiting for that day. 

RALPH has such essentia l helper s as Ch ief Observer BILLY 
McNEw, with his "x" number of years of experience; 
Ob server JAIME GUTIERREZ, from Bolivia; Chief Vibrator 
Mechanic CARL WAGNER; and Diesel Mechanic JAMES 
RETHORST. He also has JOHN RYAN, called BIG JOHN, to 
keep an eye on qua lity control, and Surveyor CARLOS 
MAVRICH. BtLLY does not like to think about how long he 
has worked for Western, and he is happy to get to his family 
in the States every three or four weeks. He keeps his 
record ing truck as clean as his wife, PATRICIA, keeps their 
house . JAJME, when he gets a chance, goes home to Colom
bia. He is trying to obtain a visa for his wife so that she can 
move to Venezuela. CARL and J1M share the same problems 
and plans, both in work and travel. CARL goes to Hou ston 
to see his wife, BETTY, while J1M tries to get up to Seattle to 
see his wife, CONNIE. This is due to the fact that both have 
children in school. 

Problem s are simplified in the vibrator area by the experi
enced help of AURJO GUSMAN, a Bolivian, and MARCOS 
OsoRro, a Co lombian. They both work as head vibrat or 
operators, keeping the breakdowns to a minimum . These 
fellows, like the rest of the crew, try to get to their families 
during break. 

BrG JoHN does not seem to have any problems . He is 
single and likes to travel and is seeing a lot of Venezuela and 
South America. He has visited Colombia and hopes to 
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High-rise apartment bui ldings are popular in Maracaibo, Venezuela. 

travel to other countries as well. MARK MERRY, on the other 
hand, wants to return to Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, for his 
leaves. We think that he has a girl friend there, but who 
knows? Maybe he is just out for the fabulous beaches, the 
"Samba," and the loca l drink, Batidas. 

After all of us do our job and the Hou ston processing 
center gives us a section, our interpreter, STEVE JONAS, takes 
over. He and his wife, LALA, who arrived recently, are "old
timers" here in Venezuela since they lived in Caracas a few 
years ago. 

Let us not forget the latest arrivals to Venezuela, the 
WALKERS, ToM and GABY, with their three-year -old 
daughter, CARLA. While GABY busied herself looking for 
apartments and furniture, TOM was getting his feet on the 
ground aiding JOE with his office work. ToM will help out on 
a crew level as required so that RALPH and GEORGE can take 
some long -due rest leave . When ToM is not out on the crew, 
we are sure that he will be busy in the Maracaibo office. 

MILAN DIGITAL CENTER-MILAN, ITALY .. . 

VITTORIO PASINI, Reporter 
MAURIZIO MALARA and CLAYTON SCHMIDT, 

Photographers 

Eleven years ago, in April 1967, the Milan digita l center 
was inaugurated with an open house hosted by our founder 

Setup Cieri< Marisa Dondi (left) and Senior Key Punch Operator 
Linda Beard Zucchinelli pose in the Milan (Italy) digital center. 

and then chai rman of the board, H ENRY SALVATORI, and his 
charming wife, GRACE. That was a memorab le occasion. 

Those of you who have had the opportun ity to visit us 
since our opening date will agree that, although Milan is 
renowned as a commercia l and industr ial city, it also stands 
out as a cultura l center. The re is much for the visiting LOurist 
to enjoy in addition to the La Scala Opera Hou se that this 
year is celebrating the bicentennial of its found ing, including 
the universally famous Cathed ra l of Milan, Leonardo da 
Vinci's " Last Supper" in the refectory of the Church of 
Santa Mar ia delle Grazie, the Brera Art Museum, the Hall 
of Science and Na tural History, and Milan's famous "sitting 
room," the world's largest Galle ria . As Milan is situated in 
the center of the Po River Valley, it is geographically the 
most convenient and easiest approach not on ly to the well
known tour ist centers of the lakes (Como, Maggiore, and 
Garda) and the valleys of the Alpine foothills but also LO the 
Riviera and nearby Switzerland. 

As is always the case in the geophysica l business, down 
through the years there has been the usual rotation of 
personnel at the Milan digita l center. Summer 1977 saw 
several departures from the cen ter. RICHARD (RlcH) HOLMER 
and family left Italy after being here four years and took over 
new responsibilities at the London digital center, and 
SHIRLEY MUNDAY FERRARI returned to the London office 
after several years of service on the local scene. J1M 
BURCHAM and family went back to Hou ston , and CLARK 
VANDELL enrolled in the graduate school of the Colorado 
School of Mines. 

Presently we are adequate ly staffed in the computer
playback office, led by Playback Manager GuY LLOYD. He 
is assisted by Chief Operator FRANCESCO SCAVELLI; Senior 
Operator LUIGI SoMENZI; Operators EUGENIO CASSATARO, 
AGOSTINO GALLINA, ALESSANDRO LODATO, DARIO SAVARE, 
CLAUDIO SESSA, and GIANNI STELLA; and Jun ior Operator 
PAOLO MASOTTI. The playback office staff includes Chief 
Operator LORENZO MOLINARI and Operator s CARLOS 
BRERA, FRANCESCO GESIO, GENNA.RO MONTUORI, and 
ANTONINO RUSCITTO. 

Senior Ana lyst VINCENZO PERRONE replaced RICH 
HOLMER as processi ng data manager . He is aided by Senior 
Analyst AUGUSTO BRENDA, Analysts ANGELO D1 BATTISTA 
and SERGIO GIORGI, and Junior Ana lyst W. EUGENE STORlE, 
who has just arrived from Houston. Senior Setup Operators 
Bos JONES, MAURIZIO MARANI, GIAMPIERO RoNCHITELLI, 
and G1ovANNI SoFFIENTINI; Setup Operator s MARISA DoNDI 
and TOMASO GABRIELi; and Junior Setup Operators 
MAURIZIO MALARA, ANGELO PRESTIGIACOMO, GIUSEPPE 
Russo, and SILVANO SAVA.RE are the other components of 
the processing office. Senior Programmer CLAYTON 
SCHMIDT, PAOLO Rossi, and ERALDO PoRCEDDU make up 
the programming section while ALESSANDRO GATTI, SANDRO 
LANZO, and GIUSEPPE LICATA ta ke care of the tape library. 

Key punch operations are performed by LINDA BEARD 
ZuCCHINELLI, ANGELA ALESSI, and ROSY RENNE. Our 
"sen ior employee," ERNESTO CASA TI,. update s maps relative 
to zones surveyed by Western crews while the draft ing office 
is in the hand s of GIAN PAOLO PESARINI, Gumo V1cENTtN, 
and ANGELO LA VRA TI. 

Administrative manage r of the center is GIORGIO FORLANI, 
assisted by Office Manager VITTORIO PASINI, Accountant 
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The elegant Sforzesco Castle (left) and the Cathedral of 
(right ) are two famous tourist attractions in Milan , 

Left-Playback Operator Antonino Ruscltto is working at Western Ricerche's play
back unit In the Milan (Italy) digital center . Below-Operators Paolo Masotti 
(left) and Pierluigi Somenzi work in the Milan digital center computer room. 



LANFRANCO DE RosA, and CELESTINA MARASTONI, who 
divides her time as a receptionist, typist, and assistant key 
punch operator. 

PARTY V-14-MOSSORO, BRAZIL . . . 

W. L. SANDERS, Reporter-Photographer 

In December 1977 Party V-14 began its eighth year of 
vibrating in Brazil. Recently the crew moved from the state 
of Maranhao back to Mossor6 where it had worked two 
years ago. 

Operating nea r the northeast coast of Brazil, Party V-14 
enjoys a constant breeze off the ocean. A recent visitor, his 
first day on the crew, commented on th is nice wind. The 
second day he allowed that the wind was fairly constant. 
After a week he wanted to know if the wind ever let up. 
From August to November the weather is dry, with warm to 
hot days and coo l nights. Light rains begin in December, 
increasing until Apri l, then tapering off to nothing by 
August. Most of the prospect is semiarid, but along the 
coastal side Party V-14 supp lements a staple diet with lots of 
tropical fruit, coconuts, lobster, and saltwater fish. 

Most towns in the area, such as Mossor6 and Aracati, are 
small. Fortaleza, a big, modern city on the beach, is a good 
place for rest and recreation . 

On Party V-14 is charter member Observer JOHN CATRON, 
directing the recorders when he is not answer ing a call for 
help on othe r crews. Instrument Technician BRUCE COYLE is 
leaving for his home in Canada on a well-earned vacation, 
and Chief Observer ANTHONY OPP and Obse rver Eov ALDO 

Party V-14 staff Cook Jose c leans a fresh tarpo n for dinner for 
the crew, which is wonting near the northeast coast of Brazil. 

Observer John Catron (from the left) , Chief Observer Anthe> 
ny Opp, and Mechanic Chriss Hickman check Party V-14 seis• 
mic results while wont ing on a beach in northeast Brazil . 

Chief Observer Anthony Opp sits on the front of the record
ing truck as Observer John Catron maneuvers the vehicle 
through a coconut grove near the Party V-14 program line. 

NERY will take up the slac k when BRUCE goes. Pa rty Chief 
JAMES RESTA went on vacation to Canada and was replaced 
by Party Chief GHER1 BuLGARINI. Party Chief GILENO 
VENANCIO lends a hand whe n Gheri goes on break . 

Field Equipment Supervisor C. S . (SIDNEY) JOHNSTON, 
another charter member of Party V-14, transferred to Gal
veston, Texas, to build vibrators. Vibrator Mechanic !VACI 
ALBUQUERQUE now heads the vibrator group, with a strong 
assist from newcomer Mechanic CHRISS HICKMAN. 

Chief Surveyor FRANCISCO (CHICO) OuvEIRA and Sur
veyors AN1LD0 BATISTA and WALDECIR REZENDE keep line 
cutting, survey ing, and the calculator hot on Party V-14. 

Computer ROLAND LEAL came over from Party 140. 
Administrator JUAREZ MACEDO organizes the crew person
nel. Other "old-t imers" still going strong are CAPATAZ JosE 
(ZuQUINHA) TEODORO with 20 years of "doodlebugging," 
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seven on Party V-14; Vibrator Operators JoAo (BEco) 
MANOEL, LAUDELINO (CACARA), and ALBERTO JULIAO; and 
JosE (FININHO) B1sPo, who runs the tractor-trailer lowboy. 
Trainee CHRIS RALPH, a seismologist, is making the rounds 
of the various crew sectors, getting experience with all of the 
groups. 

Client Permit Agent RAIMUNDINHO OuvEIRA is in the 
homestretch, with one year to go, for 30 years service. Now 
you know how old are some of his "doodlebugging" tales 
(20 years in the Amazon basin). When RAIMUNDO takes a 
break, V ALDIR AL YES does the job of negot iating with 
landowners. 

Field Supervisor W. L. (LINDY) SANDERS and Supervisor 
UGO PICCHIANI, our resident manager, partic ipate in crew 
activities on regular visits to Party V-14. 

PARTY V-5-NACOGDOCHES , TEXAS . .. 

JEAN CULPEPPER, Reporter 
ALVIN WARREN and ARTHUR ROSENE, Photographers 

There have been 12 months and severa l thousand miles 
covered since Party Y-5 last reported in the WESTERN 
PROFILE. Our home base is still Nacogdoches, Texas, 
although we have been there on ly on short rest periods. 

Party V-5 spent the first three months of 1977 in southern 
Louisiana: Hammond, Baton Rouge, and Lafayette, where 
they have very good seafood, especia lly gumbo . Party 
Manager AL VIN WARREN can vouch for that. 

Permit Agent CHARLES CULPEPPER is still keeping the 
crew busy with the help of JERRY EASLEY, who was 
promoted from vibrator operator to perm it agent in June. 
Also in June our head surveyor, BILL HICKAM, decided to 
settle down; so he and BETH are enjoying being in one place, 
Columbia, Missouri. We all miss them; but we would like to 
welcome back LAYTON DELZELL, his wife, LISA, and their 
two sons, JAYSON and JESSE. LAYTON and THOMAS WYATT 
are our surveyors; Helpers TOM MOULTON and HENRY ATES 
work with them. 

Everyone on Party V-5 had a new experience while in 
Baton Rouge. We worked nights from I I P.M. until 6 A.M. 
because of the heavy tra ffic. Also , while we were in Baton 
Rouge the Mardi Gras was being held in New Orleans. Some 

Party V-5 vibrators are "shaking " through a field in Oklahoma. 

Posing while standing beside one of Party V-S's vibrators are 
V-5 Vibrator Operator Arnold Gilbert (from the left), Helpers 
Jimmie Lee and Dewey Kendrick , and Vibrator Mechanic Ron Snyder. 

of Party V-5's crew members and their families attended and 
had a "grand old time," as everyone always does when in 
New Orleans. 

From Louisiana we traveled to south Texas, near Cuero 
and Falfurrias, where we spent almost two months. It was 
very ho t and dry, but we had plenty of ice water. 

We moved to the Oklahoma hills and are keeping 
Vibrator Mechanic RoN SNYDER, Vibrator Operators 
ARNOLD GILBERT and MIKE KIRWIN, and Helpers JIMMIE 
LEE and PRENTIS LEE on their toes wondering what is over 
the next mountain . They see lots of wild turkey and game in 
northwest Oklahoma. 

Congratu lations are in order for Party Y-5 Observer ART 
ROSENE, his wife, MERINA, and son, ARTHUR, JR., who have 
just bought a new home in Houston. They moved in over 
the Thanksgiving break. ART keeps things runing smoothly 

Observer Art Rosene checks Party V-S's recording truck in Texas. 
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Helper Jose Huerta rolls cable for Party V-5 in Oklahoma. 

Observing Helper Darrell Smith (kneel ing) as he lays out 
the day's first geophones for Party V-5 are Helpers Doug
las Meador (from the left), Gary Trawick, and Jose Huerta. 

Supervisor Vernon Whita ker (left) and Inst rument Consultant Art 
Schmitt arrive to check Party V-5's recording truck in Oklahoma. 

in the field with help from Assistant Observe r JOE WHITE. 
Congrat ulat ions are also in order for our party manager, 
AL VIN WARREN, his wife, J uoY, and daughters, LEISA and 
KIM, who bought a new mobi le home in Nacogdoc hes. 

Assistant Obse rver DA v10 GREEN is still with us and doing 
an excellent job of keeping the geophones and cab les in 
shape with help from JOHN CLARK, our repair man . The 
field crew includes MARTY VANN, AMADO HUERTA, JosE 
HUERTA, DARRELL SMITH, DEWEY KENDRICK, and GARY 
TRAWICK, who lay the geophones and cables across the 
wheat fields and cow pastu res. Helpers CHARLES 
HERSHBERGER, TERRY PATTERSON, JOSE SANTANA, JAVIER 
SANTANA, and EFFERN MEZA come from behind and pick up 
everyth ing . 

It looks as if Party V-5 may be in these parts for some time 
yet because we have qu ite a lot of work to do around 
Clinton and Woodwar d in Okla homa and Pampa and 
Cana dian in Texas. 

We all had a few days off for Thanksgiving, which we 
enjoyed; but we came back a few pou nds heavier. 

Vibrato r Operator ARNOLD GILBERT went hunt ing while 
on vacation in November in southwest Texas but did not kill 
anyth ing . 

As of now we are in Woodward, Oklahoma, and the crew 
is look ing forward to our Chr istmas break. It will be great to 
be with our families agai n. To all of you Westerners Party 
V-5 sends its warmest greetings . 
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HE PROFILE is happy to welcome three new members to 
its unofficial 25-Year Service Club - John E. Hollander, 

Harry C. Larrabee, and Jose R. (Pete) Pacheco. 
Marine Gravity Field Supervisor John E. Hollander 

actually became a member of the club last Ju ly 9 but unfor
tunately was overlooked because of an adjustment in hisser
vice date. 

John first joined Western in October I 951 in his native 
Nebraska as a helper on Party 7 but was soon promoted to 
shooter and then to surveyor before becoming a "G" party 
manager and, later, a permit agent. Working in all of these 
capacities but mostly as a surveyor, John has been to many 
of the most interesting areas in the world, among them 
Jamaica, Cuba, the Spanish Sahara, Mauritania, and two 
seasons (six months at a time between monsoons) in East 
Pakistan. He spent several years in the United States before 
he began his trave ls to far and foreign p laces, including two 
summers in Alaska on helicopter gravity crews. John a lso 
was in Alaska for five consecutive winters . One of his more 
vivid memories is getting on a plane in Bahrain, where the 
temperature was 100° with no shade, and arriving in An
chorage, Alaska, where it was 20° below zero. 

In September I 969 John was named a marine gravity field 
supervisor and joined the Cu/frex in Bombay, riding the 
boat until May I 970 . Since then he has visited, in the course 
of his work, such exotic places as Singapore, Kota Kinabalu 
in Malaysia, Hong Kong, Taiwan, Makasar in the Celebes 
Islands, Western Austra lia, the North Sea, Liberia, Ghana, 
Gabon, Cameroon, the Red Sea, the Mediterranean and 
Aegean Seas, the Atlantic Ocean, the Bering Sea, Baja 
California, and the Gulf of Mexico, where he worked out of 
Campeche, Mexico; Honduras; and Guatemala. 

London Vice President Damir S. Skerl (left) presents the 25-Year 
Service Pin to Marine Gravity Field Supervisor John E. Hollander, 
one of our world travelers who was based with Party 63 in England . 

John and his crew were docked in Guatemala when the 
disastrous earthquake struck there on February 4, 1976. He 
was sick at the time (hepatitis was later diagnosed) and was 
lying in his bunk. 

"It sounded like we were going aground at about 10 
knots. I decided that I would investigate what was going on 
if the water reached my bunk. It never did; so I d id not get 
up. Actually most of the dock had fallen into the water and 
one line had snapped a bollard (the post that the ship was 
tied up to) off. There was no damage done to the boat." 

During Wor ld War II John served as a sergeant in the 
armored force in the United States Army, seeing act ion in 
France and Germa ny. Wh ile in the service he studied at 
Indiana Univers ity. Later he attended Omaha University 
and the University of Nebraska before working for the 
corps of engineers. From there it was but a short time that 
he accepted a position with Western. 

John's hobby is flying, and he has owned four planes at 
one time or another. Currently he is building his own, a task 
that he started in October I 975. All that he needs to do now 
to complete the pla ne, he says, is to install the eng ine, the 
controls, and the canopy. When finished, it will be a low
wing, single-seat, all-metal airplane with excellent 
characteristics. 

Jo hn, who is current ly with Party 63 based in England, 
received his 25-Year Service Pin from London Vice Presi
dent Damir Skerl. 

Field Service Engineer Harry C. Larrabee joined Western 
and "has seen the world," to paraphrase an old United 
States Navy slogan. In fact, it would be almost easier to list 
the p laces to which he has not been for Western than to list 
each and every place that he has visited in the course of his 
work . 

Harry's travels have taken him both to the sea and to the 
shore for Western. He began his career in land-locked Ther
mopolis, Wyoming, as a shooter's helper in Apri l 1951 (due 
to a break in service his adjusted hire date is October 27, 
1952). For the first few years he traveled only to the Rocky 
Mountain states of Utah and Montana in the course of his 
work, progressing through the ranks of surveyor, assistant 
shooter, and shooter. For him the real "doodlebug trail" 
began in November I 956 when he was sent to Cuba for I 8 
months, not returning to the United States unti l 1958 when 
he worked in Wyoming and Oklahoma. In 1960 his travels 
began in earnest, and he spent three years in west Africa, the 
Span ish Sahara, Mauritania, and Senegal. 

This long-time Westerner then returned to the States, by 
now a driller, and worked in Texas, Arkansas, and Okla
homa before transferr ing to a boat crew in 1964. In October 
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1967 Harry was transferred to the Gu/frex and, he says, be
gan his most interesting job experience with Western. 

The Gulfrex was just embar king on a world -wide project. 
On that tour, which took six and a half years, Harry and the 
Gulfrex made stops in Colomb ia, Ecuado r , and several 
islands in the Caribbean Sea before crossing the Atlantic 
Ocean to the Madei ra Islands. From there it was on to the 
Mediterranean Sea, stoppi ng in Spain, Italy, Turkey, Malta, 
and Port ugal. As if he were in the midd le of a travelogue, 
this veteran Westerner and the Gu/frex also traveled to: the 
No rth Sea, England, Norway, Denmark, Ireland, the 
Canary Islands, and nearly every country on the west coast 
of Africa before heading for India and southeast Asia, the 
South Pacific, and eventually the Panama Canal and the 
Gulf of Mexico. Harry left the Gulfrex in Nova Scotia, hav
ing served it as a shooter, a gun operator and mechanic, and 
field equip ment supervisor. 

It was on August I , 1973, that Harry was named a field 
equipment supervisor and on January l, 1975, a field equip 
ment engineet. He has since been doing equipment installa
tions on such ships as the Hollis Hedberg in Canada, the 
Born Star (now the Western Europa) in Norway, the Kirsten 
Bravo in Germany, and the Western Geophysicals JVand V 
in Alaska. 

Harry was born in Hertel, Wisconsin, served in the 
United States Army Corps of Engineers, and worked in the 
construction industry before finding his niche with Western. 

He was transferred to the Galveston, Texas, laboratory 
on January I , I 975, but is, of cou rse, still traveling. In fact, 
it was very difficult to catch Harry in one place long enough 
to present him with his 25-Year Service Pin . He finally 
paused just after he returned from a trip to Sri Lanka and 
before he left for Singapore, and Vice President Ben Thig 
pen seized the opportunity on December 6 to deliver Harry's 
pin . Then Ben and the lab's general manager, Joe Shivers, 
and assistant general manager, John Maines, took Harry 
out for a celebratory luncheon at Gaido's Restaurant in 
Galveston. 

Senior Accountant Jose R. (Pete) Pacheco is one of those 
rare Westerners who has not traveled all over the United 

Senior Accou ntant Jose R. (Pete) Pacheco (center) is happ ily re
ceiving his 25-Year Service Pin from Galveston lab General Man• 
ager Joe D. Shivers. Looking on approvingly are Administ rat ive 
Manager Roland E. Broughton (from the left), Purchasi ng and Re• 
quisitions Manager Mack E. Towns, Engineering Manager John C. 
Molle re, and Assistant General Manager of the lab John J. Maines. 
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Field Service Engineer Harry C. Larrabee (holding his congratula• 
tory letter from President Boot h B. St range) beams as Vice Pres• 
ident Ben B. Thig pen presents him with his 25-Year Service Pin. 

States on the "doodlebug trail." Instead his "doodlebug 
trail" has taken him to only two places and one 
department-Los Ange les, where he began his career with 
Western in the laboratory, and Galveston, where he moved 
in 1969 when the lab transferred its operations to Texas. 

Starting on October 17, 1952, Pete was a clerk in the lab's 
stockroo m, and then worked for several years with seismo
meters and magnetic tapes in John Maines' depart ment in 
the lab. A few years later, in 1961, he was named an assist
ant buyer in the lab's office. He has been in the payroll and 
job-costing section of the lab ever since in positions ranging 
from cost-accounting clerk to supervisor of the accounting 
department. 

Before Pete joined Western, his own "doodlebug trail" 
took him from Manila in the P hilippine Islands, where he 
was born and received his education (including two years at 
a business college), to San Francisco . He also spent some 
time in the merchant marine before joining Western and set
tling down to a work -life in one location. 

His family now lives in San Francisco, and every year dur
ing the Christmas holiday season Pete takes his vacat ion and 
either flies or takes the train, which he immensely enjoys, to 
visit with them. 

Pete bowls just for "fun and exercise" now although up 
to 1971 he was often a participant in league play . His cur
rent interests in sports include baseball and football, and he 
also enjoys the pools made on the major games in his favor
ite sports. At one time he was the organizer of many pools, 
but his duties in recent years have precluded him from doing 
that. He does, however, participate in them and during the 
World Series last October won a pool on the outcome of the 
third game . 

For Pete's anniversary a group of friends and co-workers 
from the Galveston facil ity gathered at Pier 23 Restaurant in 
Galveston for lunch. Atten ding were General Manager Joe 
Shivers, Assistant General Manager John J . Maines, Engi
neering Ma nager John C. Mollere, Purchasing and Requ isi
tions Manager Mack Towns, and Administrative Manager 
Roland Broughton. All of the men except Joe have worked 
with Pete in Los Angeles as well as in Ga lveston. 

Congratulations are extended to John, Harry, and Pete 
on their 25 years of loyal service. 
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PARTY 33's O BSERVER, Jim Humerickho use, no ted his 15th 
year of Western service in November 1977. The occasion saw 
Supervisor Joe Wa lker journey from Houston to Rosenbe rg, 
Texas, 10 present Jim with his Service P in and to preside ove r a 
luncheon in J im's honor. 

Last December 19 the crew held its Chris tmas party at the 
Swinging Door, a barbecue restaurant and t avern that is located 
on a familiar "drive-around" in Richmond, Texas. Approximate 
ly 40 crew members, wives, and gir l friends attended the fest ivi
ties. New additions to t he crew who were present were Permit 
Agents Stephen Grose ll and Marc McFadgen (with Marc's wife, 
Jackie), from North Dakota; Su rveyo r F . Scott Goerlich, also 
from North Dakota; Field Cle r k Ga r y Fink, from Party 2 1; and 
Shooter Ron Watso n , from Party 32. The C h ristmas party a lso 
served as a going -away party for our dri ller, observer, and so 
Fonh, Mark Schu lte, who "retired" on December 19 and left 
Texas 10 live in Wiscons in. 

The new year saw Party 33 in the Davy Crockett Nationa l 
Forest packing in a lot of cab les . -Marsha K. Jasko . 

IT IS WITH REGRET that we report the death of ret iree George 
J. Shoup, former assistant manager of the digital center in 
Houston and accountant for the center's land and special 
problems division . George suffered a heart attack at home in 
Houston and d ied December 5. 

Survivors include his wife, Mary Elizabeth; his son, Western 
Party Manager Mike Shoup of Houston; h is daughter, Nancy 
Mann of Baytown, Texas; a sister, Florence (Mrs. Ernest) De 
Valk, of A lbuquerque, New Mexico; and five grandch ildren : 
Mike, Ronald, and Brian Mann , the sons of Nancy and husband 
Pai; and Paula Renee and Leslie Miche lle Shoup, the da ugh ters o f 
Mike and wife Betty. Serv ices and bu rial were in Houston 
December 6. 

An employee of Western for 36 years, George began as a 
computer on Party 7 on May II, 194 1. Along the "dood lebug 
trail," he also was a chief computer and then party chief before 

Retiree George J. Shoup, a 36-year Westerner, died on December 5. 
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be ing promoted to assistant supe rvisor and, two years later , 
superv isor. George was t ransferred to Shreveport, Louis iana, in 
1965, working in the marine in terpretat ion ce nter unti l Sep tember 
1969 when the Sho u ps moved to Houston . He was appointed 
assistant manager of the d igital cen ter in 1975. George ret ired 
from the Compa n y in July 1977. 

The WESTERN PROFILE extends sympathy to Mary Elizabeth , to 
Mrs. De Valk, and to Nancy and Mike and their families. 

Party Manager W. R. Brown is taking Houston Secretaries Su• 
san Schorre (left) and Norma Jones to Galveston , Texas, so 
that they can see our Gull Coast ships for the first time. 

W ES T ER N'S F LAG FOOT BAL L team in Houston had a 
winning season in 1977 with a 7-4 record. We tied for the league 
c hamp ionsh ip, losing the p layoff game by one po int, 13-12, on the 
las t play of the game. Congratulations to all of the members of 
Western's finest flag football team ever. -Mike Gurski. 

AFTER A SHIPY AR D refin ing and a face-lift the Wes1ern Reef, 
Party 78, o nce again is ready 10 earn her keep. The Reef's crew 
members include Capta ins J oe Jones and Jac k G reen, deck hand 
Garth Calive 1t, and Engineer James Cassens. Our co-ordinator, 
Robert Stansbury, is heading the seismic crew while Observers 
Fred Ai ken and Larry Kaicher keep the inst ruments work ing and 
Gun Operators Conrad Johnson and Mark Roe look after the 
gu ns and concentrato r. The helpers on the crew are Fran k Garcia, 
on loan from our South American opera tions department; Ron 
Arowcavagc; Richard Frank lin; and Alton Oshner. The cook is 
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newcomer Vernon Riley, whose biscuits and corn bread make him 
a popu lar man . 

Party 78 thank s Instrume nt Superv isor Art Teutsch an d Field 
Service Engineer s Wayne Tiller and Roger Schade, who all 
worked so very hard, day and night, to get the Reef ready to 
go. - Claud (Chester) Ro undtree. 

Party 76 Co-ordinator Gerald Peterson and Gale Van Deventer were 
married on October 1 at St. Christopher's Catholic Church in New 
Orleans , Louisiana. A reception followed at the Holiday Inn. 

THERE REALLY IS A SANTA CLAUS. After 23 years I really 
believe in Santa Claus . It all began on December 8 when I received 
an unsigned card that read "Frie nds are a part of Christmas, 
too ." Inside I found a neatly folded bill . I just co uld not imagine 
who would send me tha t money at a time when I really needed it. 
None of my friends would take the credit for it. One week late r 
Santa struck aga in . Thi s time , as I walked out to my car after 
wo rk, I found a huge Chr istmas tree in the t runk of my car. It was 
so big that it too k me 20 minutes to get it into my apa rtm ent. Th is 
Christmas was extra special to me - TH ANKS TO SANT A 
CLAUS!- Vera Clark . 

Linda Deauquier, the daugh· 
ter of Party 84 Manager Hal 
Hanson and his wife, Retha, 
was graduated from the Uni• 
versity of Texas medical 
branch as a physical ther• 
apist on August 19, 1977, 
and was awarded her license 
to practice on December 5. 
She is residi ng in Wood• 
ville, Texas, with her son, 
Lloyd, and works there. 

Field Supervisor Ron Bakke (center) smiles after rece1vmg his 
20•Year Service Pin from Senior Vice President Neal Cramer (left) 
as the Galveston, Texas, laboratory general manager , Joe Shivers, 
watches. Following the January 27 pin presentation , Neal hosted 
a luncheon in Ron's honor at Gaido's in Galveston. Attending were, 
in addition to the above, Mrs. Neal Cramer, the lab's assistant 
general manager, John Maines; engineering manager, John Mollere; 
and purchasing and requesitions department manager, Mack Towns. 

WESTERN YOUTH HONORED. Don L. Birdsong, Jr., son of 
Party 84 Co-o rdinato r Don L. Birdsong, has received an Honesty 
and Integrity Cert ificate and a Key Award from the Harmo ny 
Chapter of the Or der of the Eastern Star in Coushatta, Louisi
ana . Do n received the award , the orga nizatio n said, to put the 
focus of the news back on young men show ing these good quali
ties rat her tha n on those who are always in tro uble with the law. 

Don, who attends Co ushatta High Schoo l, is a member of his 
high schoo l basketb all team an d, predictably, excells there, 
too . - Hal Hanson. 

Don Birdsong , Jr., son of Party 84 Co-ordinator Don L. Birdsong, 
"drives for two " for the Coushatta (Louisiana) High School team. 



THE PHEASANT SEASON opened here in Kansas in 
November, and the birds were a tt acked by Party V-2 Observer 
Chris Neff and Assistant Party Manager Jay Silverman . Chris also 
bagged a coyore and tried 10 bag any1hing else 1hat moved, which 
makes Jay a brave man. 

Party V-2 Vibrator Operarors Joe Garcia and Ruben Garza and 
Permi1 Agent Willard Rachal and wife Shirley IOok in 1he last day 
of the horse races November 20 in Denver, Colorado. The race 
1rack was covered with snow , but this had no effect on Joe as he 
came away with the money. Feeling sorry for 1he losers, Joe took 
us lO the Casa Bonita Resrauranr for supper and entertainmenl. 

A Thanksgiving feast was held at the home of Rafael Diaz and 
wife Maria. Joy Zow ie and Shirley Rachal fixed most of the trim
mings to go with the 1urkeys that Maria baked. The feathers from 
the big birds were worn by Sabrina, Misty, and Richard Paul, the 
children of Vibrator Mechanic Richard Zowie and wife Joy; and 
by Silvia, Marcella, and Pedro, the ch ildren of Rafael and Maria 
Diaz. The serious eating was done by Ruben Garza, Willard 
Rachal, Joe Garcia, Richard Zow ie, Jo e Esquival, and Rafael 
Diaz. 

Party Manager H. D. (Slick) Watts made his way back home 
for Thanksgiving to eat one of the Louisiana turk eys and grirs 
with his family in Monroe. - Willard Rachal. (Pharo by Maria 
Diaz.) 

GWEN CHAM PN ISS, a file clerk in our land operations depart
ment, and her family had much 10 celebrate at the start of 1978 as 
her husband, Gerald, was made an O.B.E. (Ofjicerofrhe Order of 
the Brirish Empire) in the Queen's New Year Honours lisr. He 
was made an M.B.E. (Membe r of rhe Order of the British Empire) 
25 years ago . 

Gerald is an inspec!Or for airside safely and operat ions for the 
British Airports' Authori1y (BAA). He became an M.B.E. in the 
Queen's first Birthday Honours list and said that his 0.8.E. was a 
very great surprise. He and Gwen have four sons and a daughter 
and live at Hampton Hill, Middlesex. -Janet Mitchell. 

THE BAKERSFIELD (California) office sends word that Jerry 
Crowell, recently assigned lO Bakersfield, is now an assistant 
instrument superv isor and tha t Party Manager Guy Smi th, newly 
returned from a leave of absence, has been promoted to assistan1 
vibrator supervisor. Both Jerry and Guy will be working our of 
Woodland, California. 

JO N ADAMS, son of Area Manager John Adams and wife 
Katherine, recenl ly was fea1ured as one of Bakersfield (California) 
Junior Co llege's outstanding football players. The Oc!Ober 22, 
1977, souvenir game prog ram said of the second-year student : 
"Garces High School (Bakersfield) has sent many outstanding 
p laye rs to Bakersfield College and the latest is defensive back Jon 
Adams. Jon has quick feet and is outstand ing at one-on-one 
coverage. He has shown great improvement and las1 week moved 
up to a starting ro le agains1 Pasadena (Ciry College, California). 
Last year Jon was a member of the spec ial teams. At Garces he 
lettered in football, basketball, and base ball. H e was all-league as 
an outfie lder and picked up four monograms in both football and 
basketball and three in baseball. He capped his p rep career by 
garne r ing the prestig ious Sam Lynn awa rd (the honor, along with 
rhe physical award, rhar is given ro rhe graduaring senior of 
Garces who has excelled in sporrs over his fou r-year high school 
career-Ed .). At Bakersfield Jon is a fores 1ry major." 

Jon Adams, son of Area Manager John Adams and wife Katherine, was 
featured last fall in a souvenir game program as one of Bakers• 
field (California) Junior College's outstanding football players. 

Western's foreig n shippi ng department recorded its mil• 
lionth pound of 1977 on October 14 and took ti me out to 
celebrate. Around the scales with their m illio nth pound 
of fore ign freight are Rufus Anderson (from the left), 
Pole Starks , Don Gregory, Billy Simon, and Gly nn Hardy. 
The international air freight shipments included small 
pieces of equipment , spare parts , and WESTERN PROFILES. 
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ALL WHO KNEW HIM are saddened by the death of Head 
Com pu ter Operator Henry B. Gonza les, who died November 12, 
1977, in Houston following a brief illness. 

Henr y was hired by Western May 19, 1969, as a compu ter 
operator trainee in the Houston digital center and was promoted 
to head computer operator in 1974. He was working in the digita l 
center at th e time of his death. Services, which were held 
November 15 at the Forest Park Chapel in Houston, were 
attended by many of Henry's friends and co-wor kers . He was 
bur ied in Fore st Park Cemetery. 

Henr y was graduated from Columbus High School, Columbus, 
Texas, and attended the University of Houston and Houston 
Baptist University. He was a United States Army veteran, serving 
as an acting sergeant in the Ranger s. 

He is survived by his wife, Mary, and two sons, Henry, Jr., and 
Edward, of Hou ston ; his parents, Mr. and Mrs. Pedro Bravo 

HENRY B. GONZALES 
PASSES AWAY 

Gonzales, of Alvin, Texas; two sisters, Mrs. Angelena Aguero, of 
El Pa so, Texa s , and Mrs. Ester Pulido, of Columbus; and a 
brother, Raul, of Hou ston. The Henry B. Gonza les Memorial 
Building Fund has been established by the Glidden Bapti st 
Church, Owen A. Miller, secretary -treasurer, P.O. Box 65, 
Glidden, Texas 78943. 

The PROFILE extends sympathy to Henry's family on behalf of 
the Company. - William Lowenberg. 

C HRIST MAS FLING. Western's annual Christma s party in 
Houston was held December 16 at Stouffer's Greenway Plaza 
Hotel. Th ere was a record turnout of 440 persons, which includ ed 
employees from the Galveston, Texas, laboratory and shops; 
Aero Service; and Litton Resources Systems. 

A clever proce ss of selection resulted in the door prizes, bottles 
of champagne, ju st happening to be won by a person at eac h 
table. Safety Director Roger Cumba presided as th e master of 
ceremonie s -and a very funny one -ov er the festivities of the 
party, which was arra nged by Industrial Relations Man ager R. J . 
(Bob) Mason and Employee Relations Representative Virginia 
Nowak. 

Four special gifts were presented during the evening. Senior 
Vice President Howard Dingman, who is known for his laugh, 
was awarded a laughing box and a flattened image of himself. 
Digital Processing Manager J. B. (Jimmy) Jordan, who is known 
for never lighting his cigar, received a Texas -size cigar and large 
matche s with which to practice lighting. For his headaches in 
buildin g maintenance Facilities Manager John Benneu was given 
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a large aspmn, a head bandage, and a three-foot-high tu be of 
caulk ing. Although unable to attend the party, Communication s 
Superv isor Ben Berry acquired an over-s ized "smokeless pipe" 
with a book of instruct ions for his help in testing our fire ala rm 
syste m. All of the gifts were designed and made by Brenda 
Edwards of Western 's art department. 

President Booth B. Strange spoke briefly to the gathering, 
commending all of the emp loyees for the ir part in making th is the 
best year ever for Western and wishing all a joyou s hol iday and a 
healthy, happy, and prosperous New Year. 

Mu sic by the Sound Track orchestra was enjoyed during dinner 
and for the dancing that followed. The orche stra provided a 
variety of music so that there was some th ing for everyone. -
Virginia Nowak. (Pho/Os by Rhonda Boone.) 

Enjoying the Christmas party were these Houston Westerners 
shown on the opposite page. 1. Robert Sasseen, purchasing 
agent, and Carolyn Cross, safety representative. 2. From the 
left: Kim Bruenjes, junior secretary; Phil Bledsoe, lead play• 
back technician; Virginia Nowak, employee relations represent • 
alive ; and Neal Cramer , senior vice president. 3. Beth Favor, 
assistant accounting supervisor , and John Bennett , facilities 
manager . 4. From th11 left , facing the camera : Robert Nich• 
oils , manager , marine transport division , and wife Kathryn ; 
Vic Smith , PRE/SEIS supervisor , and sister-in-law Alta Bost; 
Marge Van Buskirk ; husband H. A. Van Buskirk , executive assist
ant ; their daughter-in-law , Eleanor, and their son , Bill . 5. 
Emil Mateker, president , Aero Service , and wife Lolita . 6. 
From the left : Bill Brooks , Jr., geophysica l analyst; Ken 
Dropek , guest; Virgie Manning , junior programmer; Debbie Day, 
secretary ; James McGibbon , assistant computer; and Susan Stone, 
geophysical technician . 7. Margret Sharp; husband Roy, qua l• 
ity control supervisor; John Bennett , facilities manager; and 
wife Flo. 8. Howard Dingman , senior vice president , with 
the smiling image of himself . 9. From the left: Ann Cumba; 
husband Roger, safety director and master of ceremonies in 
his gag attire; Mike Gurski , geophysical technician; and his 
guest , Marcel Gilbert. 10. From the left : Phil Bledsoe , 
lead playback technician; Nancy Carpenter, geophysical tech • 
nician ; an unidentified man; and Jennifer Cresswell , geophys
ical technician. 11. Judith Savit , former junior programmer , 
and father Carl, senior vice president -technology . 12. From 
the left: Connie Little ; husband Herb, accounting supervi• 
sor; Tom Hix , controller; wife Jeanette; and Debbie Sustek , 
wife of Charles Sustek, assistant controller (not pictured) . 

Left - Employee Relations Representative Virginia Nowak and In• 
dustr ial Relations Manager R. J. (Bob) Mason finalize plans for 
Westem 's annual Christmas party in Houston , held last year De
cember 16. Right-Staff Artist Brenda Edwards is surrounded by 
gift items she made for that Christmas party , including a smil• 
ing image of Senior Vice President Howard Dingman, an over• 
sized "smokeless pipe," and a three-foot high tube of caulk ing. 





Top-Junior Programmer Virgie Manning and Geophysical 
Technician Ken Oropek are right on time at the Hall-n 
costume party hosted October 29 by Senior Geophysical 
Technician Jeff Roberts in Houston. Second from top- In 
disguise at the costume party are Geophysical Technician 
Wayne Loranc (fron the left) and wife Edie and Katherine 
Roberts (hostess of the party). Third from top-Geophy s
ical Technician Bob Ostrander (ferocious aborigine) and 
Bruce Oe■llet (Paul Bunyan) put their weapons to the test. 

BACK "OVER THE HILL"! The PROFILE Office, that is. I! has 
moved from Sherman Oak s in the San Fernando Valley of Los 
Angele s over the Hollywood Hills back into Los Angeles "proper," 
to about two miles from where the buildings of the former Western 
headquarters and lab were located. Our new address is 5979 West 
3rd Street, Suite 100, Los Angeles, Ca lifornia 90036. This is for 
mail, as well as for visitors. We are now closer to the companies 
with whom we work on the physical production of the PROFILE and 
also more convenient for Westerners visiting the Los Angeles area 
and Litton Corporate offices. (Tourists, we are less than a mile from 
the famous Farmer's Market!) We do not have our new telepho ne 
number at this writing; in fact, we do not even know the exact date 
of our moving! But by the time you read this, we shall be "back 
over the hill.'' 
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HOLIDAY HAPPENINGS ON PARTY 21. Mr. and Mr s . Aage 
Skaaning and their daughter, Linda, from Brooks, Alberta, 
Ca nada, visited Ob server Ja ck Skaaning and his family during the 
Christmas ho liday s. Jack t0ok his vacation at that time so that he 
could show his parents and sister some of sout h Texa s and 
Mexico. They also spe nt some time with Jack 's wife's family in 
Huntsville, Tex as. 

Drill Helper Michael Dix and his family started the new year by 
taking so me vacation time and spending it visi1ing wi1h 1heir 
families. 

Party 21 send s bes t wishes 10 Permit Agent John McMinn and 
Addie Gianelloni, who were married on December 31. 

Thi s year begin s Part y 2l's third in Victoria, Texas. -Loui se 
Johanson . 

AS CHRISTMAS time approaches, Party 65 is busily working 
whi le the weather is good, anticipating the arrival of the 
Ch ristm as break. Our gun mechanic, Jim Har vey, will be return
ing to Au st ralia. Jim is really looking forward 10 1his trip as it has 
been two years since he ha s seen his family. 

Another crew member, Michae l Kli1zing, is current ly recover
ing from an injur y. We hope 1ha1 Mike mends quickly and will be 
back soo n. -Mike Shoup. 

WE STERNER S: Remember that Windstrip news depends 
on you. Be sur e to repo rt interest ing eve nts involving you or 
you r fam ily to the PROFILE Office, Western Geop hysical 
Company, 5979 West 3rd Street, Suite 100, Los A ngeles, 
California 90036. 

PARTY 64 Co-ordinator Kenneth Hernandez repons that he was 
ab le to arrange his December sche dul e so that he cou ld participate 
in the annual festival of light s celebra1ion on the Cane River, put 
on by the atchitoche s (Louisiana) City Chamber of Commerce. 
Th e bank s of the river were decorated with lights, and there were 
parades during th e day and a huge fireworks d isp lay on Saturday 
night. The 1977 festival drew a crowd of 140,000 per so ns. Kenneth 
and his wife, Oneitha, were joined by Gun Mechanic Gean 
(Whitey) Tonn and Mrs. Tonn and Party 84 Co-ordinator D. L. 
Birdsong. - Jim Squires . 

TH E MANY FR IENDS o f Chola and Frank Ellsworth will be sad
dened 10 hear of Chola's death in Buenos Aires, Argentina, on 
January 17 following a lengthy illness. The funeral and burial were 
held in Broad Brook, Connecticut, the Ellsworth family home. 
Among those attending the services were Western Pr esident 
Booth B. Strange and Frank and Chola's son, Frank, Jr., and 
daughter -in-law, Pamela, from the Bo ston area. 

Chola, a native of Paraguay, and Frank spent much of their 
marri ed life traveling in Western's foreig n service, mostly in 
Canada, Iran, and South America. Most recer.tly the couple was 
living in Bueno s Aire s, where Frank is resident manager for 
Western. At the time of her death Chola was selecting for their 
home spec ial ba ckgro und materials for the treasure s that she had 
carefully preserved through many move s . 

On behalf of the Company, the PROFILE extends deepest 
sympathy to Frank and to Frank, Jr., and Pamela. 
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WEDDING BELLS will soon ring out for Party R-6's Terri 
Ballard. Terri, a jun ior geophysica l technician in the Houston 
oflice, will be marr ied to Brian Sweeny, a lso of Houston, on April 
22.-Tony Hernandez. 

PARTY 75, like a ll of the other crews in the Gu lf, has been 
working long trips so tha t we sha ll have a long Christmas brea k . 
We are doing dr ag-cable work off the coast of Texas from Sab ine 
Pass all of the way down to Co rpus Christi. Since drag-ca b le work 
is usually done in hazardous areas, we seem to be continuously 
hanging the cable on underwa ter obstruc t ions. This often ca lls fo r 
"cable parties," muc h to the dis like of all concerned. 

Co-ordinator David Bivin is on vacat ion at this time . He has 
reported catching an 8-pound bass while fish ing a t Toledo Bend. 
After fishing for a few days, he then went dee r hunting near 
Laredo, Texas. He has killed a sma ll buck but reports that 
hunting is not too good . 

Observer W illiam (Wild Bill) Behrens has been "co -ordi 
nating" in place of Dave this mont h and will welcome his return. 
Bill plans to spend his holidays at home in Glen dale, Missouri, 
and forget all of the problems that he has encou111ered this tr ip . 

Cecil Oliver is planning to return to school in Janua ry 10 earn 
his master's degree . Everyone wishes him the best of luck, bu t we 
surely sha ll m iss him on Party 75. He has been one of our 
observers and does a very good job. Since Cec il will be taking a 
leave of absence, we look forwar d to h is return . 

We are sorry to report the death of Cook C. W. Eth ridge's 
sister, who lived in Fort Wort h , Texas, and extend our sympath ies 
to him.-Russel/ Brown . 

WESTERN SPONSORS Jun ior Achieveme111 Program. Free 
enterprise is the basis of the American economic system. How 
does it work? Does it work well? What is "Big Business?" These 
are simple questions but que stio ns with complex answers that are 
not easily understood by the general public. 

In 1919 H orace A. Moses saw a need for better education and 
understanding of American economics. He wanted to provide 
more than was being taught by the public education system; so he 
began Junior Achie vement. Its purpose was and st ill is to provide 
high school students with practical busine ss experience and 
insights into the complexities of economics and business. These 
objectives are accomplished by bring ing 15 to 20 high schoo l 
,tudents together with a number of adult business advisers for two 
hours a week over a period of approximate ly seven month s . 
Junior Achievement provides facilities, procedures, and written 
materials while an independent corporation provides the advisers 
and partial funding. 

Each group of high school students, or "a chiever s," and their 
advisers form a mini -co rporation. Th is includes an incorporati on 
charter, the election of officers, the sa le of stoc k, and the develop
ment, manufacture, and sale of a product. All of the accounting, 
production, sales, and personnel records are kept by the officers, 
who are paid a monthly sa lary that is decided upon by the board 
of directors, of which each achiever is a member. Likewi se the 
production workers are paid an hourly wage for their effort s . At 
the end of the school year th e company is liquidated and all of the 
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Purchasing Agent Bob Sasseen stands wi th "Houston Small, " 
the tw o-pound radish he grew in only two months , plan ting 
the seeds in October. Bob attribu tes his success with the 
radishes in his garden to his conversa tions with them. 

Watchi ng Natalie Redlinger, head of Western-sponsored Jun
ior Achievement company Executron , prepare a receipt are 
Advisers Chris Olso n (from the left) , Bill Lowenberg, and 
Charles Sustek , and Executron Treasurer Lisa Luboiackv . 



profits returned to the stoc kholders along with their original 
investment. 

Again th is year Western is proud to sponsor a Junior Achieve
ment mini-corporation. Incorporated under the name Executron, 
business began in September 1977 with 14 achievers and three 
Western advisers. Th e first order of business was to elect officers 
and organize a production and sales team. Natalie Redlinger, 
chosen as corpo ra te president, oversaw the election of officers. 
Luann Brumley was elected vice president of marketing; Tommy 
Hearn, whose father, Har vey Hearn, supervises a Western marine 
crew, was voted vice president of manufacturing; Lisa Lubojacky 
was chosen to be corporate treasurer; and Stacy Sprung was 
named to handle the duties of corporate secretary. Also elected 
was Ken Stibora as vice president of personne l. Assisting Tommy 
in his duties as vice president of manufacturing is Jim Moritz, who 
is the production manager; Steve Cooper is in cha rge of quality 
control; and Denise Martin is safety director. Rounding out the 
Executron organization is the production staff, made up of Mark 
Rogers, Liane Jacobson, Michelle Hand, Willie Reed, and Ron 
Flint. All of the Executron personnel also act as salesmen . 

Execu tro n meets for two hours every Monday night at Dulles 
High Schoo l in Sugar Land, Texas. Three meetings during the 
month are devoted to production, record keeping, and research 
and development of new products. The fourth Monday of the 
month is the Executron board of directors meeting. At this time 
financial reports are made, and business is discussed. Also, it is 
payday for the achievers. 

Billy Wright, the industria l arts director of Dulles High, is the 
Junior Achievement cente r co-ordinator. He handles the 
paperwork between Executron and the Junior Achievement office 
in Houston and super vises the use of tools and power equipm ent. 
Advising the achievers in their activities are three Westerners: 
Data Processing Shift Supervisor Bill Lowenberg, Assistant 
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Above-Beaming after their purchase of stock in the Western-sponsored Junior 
Achievement business , Executron, from the company's president , Natalie Red• 
linger , and its treasurer , Lisa Lubojacky (third and fourth from left, re
specti vely), are Senior Vice President Howard Dingman (from the left), Pres• 
ident Booth B. Strange, Senior Vice President Neal Cramer, Data Processing 
Shift Supervisor Bill Lowenberg , and Senior Vice President-Technology Carl 
Savit. Left-Receptionist Virgie Bryant (left) is purchasing stock in Exec• 
utron from Treasurer Lisa Lubojacky (center) and President Natalie Redlinger. 

Contro ller Charles Sustek, and Assistant Accounting Supervisor 
Chris Olson. With the talented and energetic group of achievers 
who make up Executron, being an adviser is a pleasant and 
rewarding experience. 

Although on ly half of the schoo l year is over at this writing, the 
Execut ron achievers have accomplished much. Their first 
product, ordered by Western's safety department, is 50 executive 
pen sets . We are also ma nufacturing a portab le toma to patch, and 
still on the drawing board are an unbreakabl e, magnetic mirror 
and a flashlight key chain. These products will be sold at the 
annual Junior Achievement Trade Fair that is held at a local 
shopping center in Houston in February. There, Junior 
Achievement companies from all over Hous ton will display and 
sell their products. 

During the year Junior Achievement sponso rs various other 
activities and competitions such as miniature-golf tournaments, 
picnics, and barbecues, and wraps up the year with a banquet and 
ball. Also, it gives out awards for such things as best company and 
best achiever. 

Executron is in strong financial shape; and if all goes as 
planned, we sha ll be eligible to receive the Blue Chip company 
award. Thi s award is given to those companies that meet high 
standards of attendance, sales, and profits. It also expects to be 
able to give its stockhol der s a respectable return on their 
investment. 

Junior Achievement is a very educational, fun, and worthwhile 
program. Much of its success, though, depends upon the support 
of the business community - companies such as Western that have 
provided funding, adult advisers, guest speakers, and the oppor 
tunity for the achieve rs to tour a company's facilities to observe 
business in action. That really is the goal of Junior Achievement: 
To understand and observe business in action. -Chri s Olson. 
(Photos by Will Kacy.) 
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