
WESTERN ~ ~@ [p [] [b rn 
SPRING 1975 



the 
president's page 

W ESTERN has continued to meet its responsi
bilities effectively in the critical world-wide 

search for new petroleum reserves. This has not been 
easy, especially during 1974. 

The inevitable energy crisis that was dramatically 
brought to the attention of the people of the world by 
the events of the last 18 months has presented to us 
great opportunities and many severe problems. We 
welcome the opportunities and have tried to solve 
the problems. 

The tremendous increase in the price for oil has re
sulted in expanded exploration programs in more 
difficult and often less promising areas. Successful 
exploration in such areas generally requires very ex
pensive, highly specialized transport and recording 
equipment. The capital for these special expansion 
crews was not easy to obtain during this period of 
excessively high interest rates. 

The capital problem was further compounded by the 
great increases in the costs of materials and equip
ment for replacements and upgrading on our existing 
crews. New energy input and recording equipment 
replacements often cost four times as much as the 
equipment replaced. This resulted from the combina
tion of higher costs and increased sophistication. 

We are part of an exciting, high-risk, high-capital, 
volatile industry. Our operations can be drastically 
affected by the actions of governments around the 
world, the actions of our very own unpredictable gov
ernment, and the exploration decisions of our clients. 
An important additional factor is the highly com
petitive nature of our business. 

In spite of the complex nature of our operations and 
the unusual environment in which we operate, we in 
Western must continue to meet our responsibilities as 
a leader in the search for new petroleum reserves. To 
do this we must continue to grow. To grow, we must 
continue to be profitable. 

In a high technology service company such as 
Western, the performance of our personnel will deter
mine the degree of our success in comparison to our 
competition. If all of you in operations, data process
ing, interpretation, research, instrumentation, and ad
ministration perform as you are capable of doing, I 
am confident that one year from now I can again 
report a record year for Western. 

Western's Newest Mile-High 

I NVER DIGITAL CENTER 
Contributors: 

T HE DENVER Digital Center has now been in operation 
for more than six months. During the first three 

months we were deluged by all kinds and sizes of prob
lems-computers, playback, building and remodeling, 
telephone systems, inexperienced personnel, and the like. 
Now, however, everything has stabilized, our headaches 
are disappearing, and we are thoroughly enjoying our 
operations in Denver. Our organization is similar to a 
large family. We work as a team, and morale is high. 

As we all realize, our clients are extremely important 
to us. Since we are relatively new in Denver, our overall 
goal is to build our clients' confidence in us. Because the 
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data processing is now more sophisticated than ever, we 
are trying to establish a reputation as a center that is 
flexible enough in data processing to insure that our 
clients' special needs can be satisfied. 

I have asked Mr. Hornsby, our vice president, to 
explain Western's reasons and needs for a digital center 
in Denver. Also, I have requested each of our supervisors 
to write a few words about his or her individual depart
ments. 

I-Chi Hsu 
Center Manager 

Dr. I-Chi Hsu, with an extensive background 
in geophysics, was named monager of the 
Denver Digital Center. Inset: Dr. Hsu's secre-

tary, Joyce Miller. 
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THE VIEW of the front range of Colorado's Rocky Mountains from Western's new 
Denver Digital Center calls for reassurance that there were sound business reasons 
behind the formation of that center in the spring of 197 4. Those reasons are easy 
to supply when one recalls the .surge in domestic exploration activity that began 
in late 1973. With a rekindled effort in Alaska, aJong the Pacific Coast, and 
throughout the Mid-Continent, penver has emerged as an important and growing 
"energy" city. In recognition of this trend, Western Geophysical Company selected 
its present location in the Denver Technological Center in March 1974 and declared 
the center "open for business" in May. 

The staffing of the new center was easy in the sense that there were many 
volunteers, but difficult in view of the high business level throughout the Company 
dictating that the new operation begin with as few transferees as possible. To cope 
with this and the other "bootstrapping" problems, Dr. I-Chi Hsu was extracted 
from the Houston research department and named to the position of manager of 
DDC. Dr. Hsu came to Western in 1969 with extensive experience in geology and 
geophysics in Taiwan and with a fresh Ph.D. degree in geophysics from Wash
ington University in St. Louis. 

Other Houston-based employees who were pressed into key positions at the 
outset were Bill Flythe, as computer operations supervisor; Arthur Porter, as 
quality control supervisor-marine; Don Gardner, quality control supervisor-land; 
Jackie Wiley, senior programmer; Beverly Stephens, administrative assistant; Bill 
Sadler, analyst; Dinah Layton, drafting supervisor; and Paul Vamvakias, playback 
operator. This "starter set" was joined during the summer by other veterans-Sam 
Holt, analyst returning from Australia; and Dennis Tryon, a land analyst moving 
to Denver from Houston. 

The Denver center was our first installation of an IBM 360/65 computer. 
That machine has at least double the capacity of the 360/ 44 computers that had 
been our most widely used machines. A 360/ 44 was later added, giving DDC the 
capacity to handle large marine jobs in addition to the strong base of land work 
that is expected to be processed here. Other equipment in the center gives it full 
capability to display and reproduce seismic sections consistent with industry 
standards. 
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J.M. Hornsby 
Vice President, 
Data Processiing 

J. M. Hornsby lrightl, vice president-data processing, Houston, and Bill Rosser, Rocky 
Mountain supervisor, discuss land data at the library comer of DDC's conference room. 

WESTERN PROFILE 

Administrative Assistant Beverly Stephens (right! plans the day's work with 
Junior Accountant Helen Mccollum. Inset: Receptionist Roz Schneider. 

Senior Programmer Jackie Wiley lleftl works with Programmer Mike Garris in 
lheir office. 
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IF YOU can imagine "flat-land" Texans in 
the Rockies, you can just about guess 
what all of us did upon arriving in "Col
orful Colorado." Every chance we had, 
when not looking for homes or apart
ments, we drove to the "hills"-and we 
still do. Many of us have not been to the 
same place twice while others have 
"staked a claim" on favorite places. We 
all gather at one time or another every 
Monday to discuss a newly-discovered 
scenic view. In talking to most natives, 
and especially to us "Texas-Colorado
ans,'' one is soon aware that the Rockies 
are truly awesome. 

Now that all of us are settled and can 
find our way in and around Denver, we 
can all look back and laugh at how many 
trips it took us to locate the post office 
and a bank near the office; to learn the 
suppliers and their delivery schedules; 
and, most of all, to decide who was 
elected (or selected) to sit by our one 
and only telephone to take messages or 
to run all over our building looking for 
the person called (who was, of course, 
never by the phone). 

Beverly Stephens 
Administrative Assistant 

THE MAIN function of the programming 
staff at the Denver Digital Center is to 
provide support to the land and marine 
analysts in the utilization of established 
programs and to perform maintenance 
on the approximately 200 programs and 
500 subroutines as the need arises. Pro
gram changes are frequently required to 
solve special problems or to satisfy a 
client's requests for special processing 
techniques. The necessity for developing 
a new program rarely occurs and, even 
when required, can most often be satis
fied by writing a short special-purpose 
program. The maintenance function is 
complicated by the fact that we use all 
production programs in a computer en
vironment, which does not exist else
where in the Company. 

Jackie Wiley 
Resident Programmer 
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From the marine group are, from the left: Geophysical Analyst Sam Holt, Jun
ior Analyst Yard Nelson, Junior Geophysical Technician Paul Proctor, Geophysi
cal Technician Steve Ahlberg !sitting), Analyst Douglas Sangster, Geophysical 

Technician Russell Streiffert, and Junior Analyst James Ducker. 

Making up the land group are: seated, Geophysical Analyst Dennis Tryon !left} 
and Junior Analyst Ben Potter; standing (from the left), Analyst Thomas Zeiner, 
Computer Operator Phil Whaley, Geophysical Technician Tim Mcfadin, Geo
physical Analyst Jack Deese, Clerks John Hlastala and Rey Abarquez, and 

Junior Analyst Walter Greenberg. 

A TOT AL of nine geophysicists form our 
marine data processing group. Three are 
transfers within the Company, and six 
were hired locally. The majority of per
sons in our department have backgrounds 
primarily in geophysics and math. Our 
new trainees are now able to process 
marine data independently. Two of our 
analysts just recently received special 
training at our Houston Digital Center 
in an effort to accelerate our velocity 
work. Also, we are actively supporting 
continuation education programs. Hope- . 
fully, some of our analysts will be able 
to visit some of the marine crews. 

Arthur Porter 
Marine Department 

AT PRESENT our land processing group 
consists of 10 persons, with predominant-
1 y geologic collegiate training. The group 
has both field and geophysical data pro
cessing experience in many of the petro
leum provinces of North and South 
America. We are providing support for 
several active geophysical crews in the 
Rocky Mountain, Alaska, and West 
Coast areas, as well as some reprocessing 
of digital and analog data. 

The Denver Digital Center is actively 
supporting continuing education seminars 
for our processing analysts and occasiion
ally sends them to visit the field crew 
that they support. We wish to keep 
abreast of new processing and acquisition 
techniques while not losing sight of the 
limitations encountered by an operating 
field crew. 

Don Gardner 
Land Department 

Junior Computer Operator Jim Schreiber stands behind Junior Tape Librarians 
Debbie Papi (from the left) and Cheryl Beringer and Tape Librarians Mike Ames 

and Paul Woodhams in the tape library. 

With their equipment are Playback ln1trument Supervisor Jim Lottlnger (center) 
and Playback Technicians Arthur Englade !left) and Linda Meier. 

SPRING 1975 

THE MAGNETIC tape library has grown 
by leaps and bounds. The inventory is at 
J 0,000 tapes now and grows by 500 per 
week when the workload is heavy. The 
library staff puts in seven days a week 
around the clock to keep up with the 
constant work flow. A crew of eight per
sons is involved in shipping, receiving, 
and keeping records for all of the tapes 
that enter or leave the Denver Digital 
Center. 

Cleaning, inspecting, and mainte
nance care are functions of the library 
that are carried through to insure good 
tape quality. The tape library is perfectly 
planned; a pass-through shelf provides 
quick job turnover from the computer 
room to the library and vice versa (a 
unique design of our center). 

The library also processes the tapes 
calling for plots. When the analyst picks 
up his job from the library, it has been 
logged out (recording run time and the 
like) and includes the Versa tee or Cal
comp plot if requested. 

Pete Tracey 
Tape Library 

THE PLAYBACK department at Western's 
Denver Digital Center is the first to utilize 
the GS3410 digital plotting system. 
Though many program and hardware 
"bugs" were encountered in the first few 
months while in operation, this system 
will outperform all other previous systems 
in speed and ease of operation. Coupled 
with the playback system is a high-speed 
film processor. 

Four employees work in · the play
back area, covering two shifts a day. 

Jim Lottinger 
Playback Department 
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Top left-Keypunch Operators Betty Walker lleftl and Ruth Miller are at their 
machines. Top right-Junior Computer Operator Joyce Bacus with a computer. 
Above-From the left are: Junior Computer Operator Frederick Wright, Computer 
Operator Tom Busser, lead Computer Operator Dick Hess, and Computer Opera-

tors Dennis Ulrich, Karen Lorraine, and William Askew. 

THE DENVER Digital Center is extremely 
proud of its computer operations area. 
The staff and equipment are top-notch. 
The center operates with a minimal work 
force, and only eight operators are as
signed at this time to maintain a 24-hour 
operation. 

All new operators are given a train
ing period in the data library. While in 
the library, the trainees learn its filing 
system, the procedures for shipping and 
receiving tapes, and also the operation 
and maintenance of the Versatec and Cal
comp plotters. This training allows the 
new employee to have a better under
standing in this area and to be able to 
cover the woFk in the library if it should 
be necessary. 

Bill Flythe 
Computer Operations 

Top-Stopping work for a minute are Jim Mekalfe, junior shipping and re
ceiving clerk (from the left), Junior Printing Technician John Chapman, and 
Printing Technician Barry Schneider. Above-In the drafting department are 
Junior Draftsmen Ransom DeBow Hefti and David Hughes and Junior Drafts
women Colleen Durkin (seated front), Carol Thomas (middle), and Cindy Levitt. 

A panorama of the Rocky Mountains is shown, with Western's new rilding and other buildings of Denver Technological Center in the foreground. 

WITHIN THREE months the drafting de
partment expanded from one to six full
time employees. Drafting is responsible 
for applying all pertinent information 
supplied by the analysts to each of the 
many film sections processed daily. All 
persons in this group came to Western 
Geophysical having no previous experi
ence and have done exceedingly well in 
learning not only the skills involved in 
their job but also maintaining a con
stant, updated knowledge of the many 
different requests made by each analyst 
for their clients. 

The drafting department is also re
sponsible for all of the necessary splicing of 
film and paper sections. When sections 
have been completed, the printing depart
ment then takes over. Finally the ship
ping/ receiving department makes sure 
that the client receives his data. Three 
employees are involved in this operation. 

Dinah Layton 
Drafting, Printing, 
and Shipping/Receiving 
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Puerto Rico 
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L EAVING party headquarters in West Point, Mississippi, 
on March 15, 1974, Party V-17 set out on what is 

probably the most anticipated "spike" job that Western 
has ever had. The destination was the tropical island of 
Puerto Rico. 

There was a lot of pre-planning by everyone involved 
to make this venture successful. Vernon Whitaker, the 
crew supervisor, made the initial trip to Puerto Rico to 

scout the program and to decide what type of equipment 
was needed. After this was determined, Jim Weston, Party 
V-17's party manager, visited Puerto Rico to check on 
such things as permitting, hotel accommodations, and 
fuel for the equipment. Meanwhile, after hearing rumors 
that you could not "go foreign" unless you had a haircut, 
the men of the crew were busy getting trimmed, bringing 
their equipment to top condition, picking up a few key 

This is a view from the Cerromar Beach Hotel, Dorado, Puerto Rico, where Party V-17 enjoyed many 
recreational activities while on the Island looking for a plant site for the Water Resources Authority. 

words of Spanish from Vibrator Mechanic R. T. (Mickey) 
Nash, Jr., and Permit Agent Orville Thompson, and 
carrying on with production in Mississippi. 

When the "go signal" was received, the crew crated 
everything that was to be carried, put it on the trucks, 
and drove to Jacksonville, Florida. Here the equipment 
was loaded on a ship, and the drivers returned to Mis
sissippi to wait out the long five days before they them
selves would head for San Juan, Puerto Rico. 

Puerto Rico is a small, hilly, tropical island that spans 
105 miles in length and 35 miles in width. It is bordered 
by the Atlantic Ocean on the north and the Caribbean 
Sea on the south. The island was discovered in 1493 by 
Columbus on one of his return trips after discovering 
America. 

Attracted by gold, Juan Ponce de Leon began the 
colonization of Puerto Rico with the establishment of the 
firs t settlement, Caparra, about 1509. This was a small 
village situated not far from the southern part of the 
harbor of San Juan. Soon, however, it became evident 
that the location of Caparra was neither healthful nor 
advantageous for commerce. In 1521, the same year that 
Ponce de Leon was mortally wounded in the conquest of 
Florida, the village was moved to the present coastal site 
of San Juan. Although the colonists found some gold in 
the rivers and a limited commerce developed in sugar, 
coffee, and other products, Puerto Rico never produced 
much wealth; but the island was important to Spain for 
other reasons. 

During the first 50 years after the discovery of the 
island, Spain built a vast and rich empire in America. To 
carry the new riches across the sea, two convoys left 
Spain each year, entering the Caribbean near Puerto Rico. 
One took on Mexican silver and Philippine merchandise 
at Vera Cruz (Mexico) while the other loaded pearls at 
Cartagena (Colombia) and Peruvian treasure at Puerto 
Bello on the Isthmus of Panama. Roving corsairs-mainly 
French, English, and later Dutch- seized what they could 
of the Spanish goods. San Juan and its harbor then had 
to be fortified to protect the whole island; otherwise 
enemies of Spain would seize Puerto Rico and secure a 
foothold from which to attach the treasure fleets. 

Puerto Ricans became United States citizens in 1917; 
and on July 25, 1952, the island became a common
wealth of the United States. Because of the 400 years of 
culture, fine weather (average year-round temperature of 
77° ) , beautiful beaches, excellent fishing, nice restaurants 
and casinos, and great shopping, Puerto Rico is known 
as one of the great vacation spots. 

Puerto Rico produces no oil of its own and has to 
import all of its energy fuel. This is the reason that Party 
V-17 was in Puerto Rico. Our objective was to find a 
geologically stable site for an atomic energy plant for the 
Puerto Rican Water Resources Authority. Our land work 
was a continuation of an extensive marine survey, also 

SPRING 1975 

What nicer place to wash a vibrator and a truck than in a 
river in Puerto Rico! Vibrator Mechanic "Mickey" Nash, 
with pants rolled up, is ready to do his part. "Supervising" 
is Party Manager Jim Weston lcenterl with local officials 

who are working with Party V-17 at the rlg'1t. 

In Puerto Rico with Party V-17 Helper S. R. IRandyl Staf
ford (from left), Instrument Supervisor Mike McCormic, and 
Observer Dick Corey wonder if the men will work to "Old 
Suzanna," played on the air horn in the recording truck. 

performed by Western. The crew of V-17 had two test 
sites. One was in the flat lands close to the beach, and the 
other was in the Mogote hills. 

After arriving in San Juan, the men completed their 
trip by bus to the town of Arecibo, which is 60 miles west 
of San Juan. There was no problem in obtaining super
visory help for the start-up and initial testing of this pro
gram. We were joined by Area Operations Manager Ben 
Langston, Supervisor Whitaker, Equipment Supervisor W. 
B. (Boots) Dungan, and Instrument Supervisor R. M. 
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Top- Pausing to discuss the tests they are running before begin
ning production in Puerto Rico are Party Manager Jim Weston 
lleftl , Manager of Operations Ben Langston, and Instrument Supe r
visor Mike McCormic lback to camera!. Above-Going over the 
program for Party V-17 while enjoying the g reen fields and hills 
of the Puerto Rican panorama during their first day in the field 
are , from the left: Party Manager J im Weston, Helper Rick Har
nush, and Permit Agent Orville Thompson. Below-Equipment 
Supe rvisor W. B. (Boots) Dungan is ready to check out a vibrator 

that is stopped along a narrow roadway in Puerto Rico. 

(Mike) McCormic. With the help of these people and the 
efficiency of the crew, we had completed the testing and 
had begun production work two days after the equipment 
arrived in San Juan. The men quickly picked up the life
style of the Puerto Ricans; and soon the tune of "Old 
Suzanna," which was played by air horns installed on the 
recording truck, was heard throughout several Puerto 
Rican villages. (The air horns were paid for by Observer 
Dick Corey!) The art of climbing coconut trees and 
slicing pineapples also was learned. 

The PRWRA was helpful in supplying men for traffic 
control and permitting. The prospect consisted of 193 
miles of program, which was across cane fields, through 
small villages, and along winding roads in the Mogote 
hills. Some of the houses in the village were so close to 
the road one vibrator operator stated that if he had to 
drive any closer to them he would rip his mirrors from 
the side of the vibrator! A lot of caution had to be taken 
during operations because of tractors working in the cane 
fields and because of the heavy traffic. One of our helpers 
had the privilege of seeing the fastest cable pickup man 
in the world. As the Westerner was planting jugs, he 
turned and saw a car five groups away stop and the driver 
roll two groups of cable and put them in the trunk of his 
car before our helper could get there! 

After three months of working in Arecibo, the Wes
terners of V-17 finally saw some of the luxuries that they 
had heard so much about before embarking upon the 
journey. They moved to the Cerromar Beach Hotel in 
Dorado. At the Cerromar, having completed a hard day's 
work, they enjoyed the swimming pool, beach, golf 
courses, and tennis courts and in the evenings free movies, 
night clubs, and, most of all, the Casino. After only 11 
days of this luxury, though, the crew finished its work, 
and the men left for home. Some were sorry, some were 
glad; some were richer, and some were poorer! 

A few of the wives were fortunate enough to join their 
husbands in Puerto Rico on crew breaks. These included : 
Joy Willis, wife of Helper Wayne Willis; Sylvia Bonazza, 
wife of Helper Weldon Bonazza; Paula Griffith, wife of 
Vibrator Operator W. D. (Bill) Griffith; Colleen Thomp
son, wife of Permit Agent Orville Thompson; and June 
Weston, wife of Party Manager Jim Weston. 

Since moving to West Point in January of 1973, Party 
V-17 has spiked to Colorado, Wyoming, Louisiana, Ark
ansas, Alabama, Illinois, and Puerto Rico. Puerto Rico 
possibly was the most fascinating! 

After returning from Puerto Rico, the crew welcomed 
many newcomers to its midst and said farewell to a few 
departees. Vibrator Operator M. R. (Mike) Buckner left 
in August for two years in Saudi Arabia, and Surveyor 
Dennis W oodum will soon be on his way to Saudi Arabia. 
Helpers Ricky Adams, Arnie Pierce, Albert McLeod, and 
Steve Clay are all newcomers from Pascagoula, Missis
sippi. Helpers Felix Vail and Greg Bennett and Field 

WESTERN PROFILE 

Clerk Larry Wells are from West Point. From Penn
lvania are Helpers Allen Rankin and Don Barron and 

~ibrator Operator Rick Seitzer. Vibrator Operator 
Charles Tripp is from Alabama. 

Some new members were acquired by Party V-1 7 as 
result of wedding ceremonies. Sandy Colbert became 

:he wife of Vibrator Operator Ronnie Freeland on May 
25 in West Point. Jo Anne Thaye was married to Helper 

Above-A toast to Puerto Rico by two Party V-17 
crew members, Vibrator Operators Ronnie Free
land lleftl and C. R. !Cookie) Roberson. They 
are enjoying fresh coconut milk, straight from 
the coconut. Above right-Soaking up the warm 
Puerto Rican sunshine along the edge of the 
cane fields are, from the left: Vibrator Opera
tors Mike Buckner, Greg Gary, and Ronnie Free
land. Right-Enjoying. a little bit more of that 
sunshine while the recording tNck makH a move 
are: Vibrator Operators Bill Griffith (facing 
cameral, Ronnie Freeland !reclining), and Greg 

Gary. Partially hld~en man is unidentified. 

SPRI NG 1975 

Mark Stafford July 25 in Mathiston, Mississippi. Jackie 
Strange and Surveyor Cordie Flanders, Jr., said their 
vows on July 29 in West Point. Marla King chose October 
19 for her wedding with Richard Corey in Altamont, 
Illinois. 

A few additional members of Party V-17 are shown 
on these pages, pictured in Puerto Rico--which is where 
this story began. 

Helper Mark A. Gary, Party V-17's "trouble 
shooter," shows the guys how to get up one of 
those tall, skinny palm treH in Puerto Rico. 
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This architect11ral rendering shows the front view of Western's administrative, data processing, and research and development b11ilding. 

Western Starts New Buildings 
CONSTRUCTION has begun on a new world headquarters 

building for Western Geophysical Company and the 
Litton Resources Group in Houston, according to Presi
dent Booth B. Strange. The site of the building is on a 
28.5-acre tract in the Westchase development, only a 
short distance west and north of the present headquarters. 
Western's building will be at the center of a 760-acre 
master-planned community designed for high-quality 
office and distribution facilities, multi-family housing 
areas, and shopping and recreational centers. 

The Western project is the largest building program 
undertaken by any Litton division in recent years. When 
the present project is complete, it will bring together for 

12 

the first time under one roof most of the various depart
ments and offices of the Houston headqu~rters that are 
now scattered among 14 buildings within a 2-mile circle 
around the main Westpark building. 

Phase I, a five-story headquarters building, and Phase 
II, a tape library, are being built simultaneously. The 
main building will have 267 ,000 square feet of floor 
space while the tape library, immediately back of it, will 
have 33,000. The internationally-known architectural firm 
of Welton Becket and Associates designed the buildings, 
which are being built by Linbeck Construction Company. 

Additional construction phases in future years will pro
vide new buildings for Digital Data Systems and Aero 

'WESTERN PROFILE 

Services and a separate building for Western' s purchasing 
and foreign shipping departments. 

The headquarters building will be an L-shaped struc
ture, with the main lobby, which will face east, at a diag
onal to the two wings. The facade and trim will be of 
white concrete. All windows will be sealed, but a central 
mechanical system will provide comfortable air condi
tioning and heating throughout the building. Three ele
vators in the central core will carry employees and visitors 
to their appointed floors . Some visitor parking will be 
provided under the south wing. A ground-level parking 
area for 600 to 700 cars of employees will be in back of 
the south wing, where the employees' entrance is located. 

The first floor is designed primarily to accommodate 
the data processing center equipment. In addition to the 
computer systems, playback equipment, and reproduction 
cameras, an active tape library for approximately 300,000 
tapes will be located here. Other first-floor functions will 
include personnel and employment, payroll, personnel 
records, purchasing, safety, shipping and receiving, guard 
station, and mechanical plant. Adjacent to the front lobby 
will be an auditorium with full stage. 

On the second floor will be located the marine, land, 
and special processing staffs. The south wing, offering a 
panoramic view of the entire project, will have a lunch 
area seating 300 to 400 people. Outside this room will be 
a terraced area with access to the south side of the lot, 
which is set aside for possible future use by other 
divisions. 

The third floor will house navigation processing and 
the navigation lab, interpretation groups R-6, R-10, and 
R-12, which will have complete printing facilities ; the 
technical group, including the television studio and the 
education and art departments; facilities and construc
tion departments; and general services involving telecom
munications, office supplies, and the mail room. 

Among the facilities on the fourth floor will be those 
for data processing development, research and develop
ment, interpretation group R-1, a large conference room 
and book library, and the gravity section. 

Corporate and all other administrative offices will be 
on the fifth floor, including technology, Eastern Hemis
phere, Western Hemisphere, South America, and all 
finance offices. 

The interior furnishings for the new facility will include 
a substantial amount of an open-landscape concept furni
ture designed by Standard Desk Ltd. of Canada, a Litton 
division, as well as traditional designs from Litton's Cole 
and Lehigh-Leopold divisions. 

The Western buildings and the entire Westchase de
velopment will have good access to the Houston freeway 
system and main traffic arteries, especially after the com
pletion of the West Belt freeway. 

Construction is on an accelerated schedule, with com
pletion projected for early 1976. 

SPRING 1975 

Power Lawnmower 
Safety Tips Given 

W ELL ... it's summertime again, and the next time I 
see some of you folks you will be minus a finger or 

toe because it is mowing time again. My doctor told me 
(Scout's honor) that he paid for his wife's Cadillac from 
mower accidents alone. Therefore , from the National Safe
ty Council some "Safety Clips" on tips for power mower 
safety.- Chet Hale. 

1. Know what you are doing-Read the owner's man
ual carefully, and make sure that you know how the ma
chine operates and how to stop it quickly in an emergency. 
Never let a child or other inexperienced person operate 
the mower. 

2. Clear the area-Remove all stones, wire, and other 
foreign objects from the lawn before you mow. Make sure 
that there are no children or other bystanders in the yard 
who could get hit by flying debris or who could distract 
you. 

3. Prepare the machine- Make sure that the mower is 
in good condition. Inspect it carefully and follow .the 
manufacturer's maintenance and storage instructions. Be
fore starting the motor, disengage clutches and shift in\ o 
neutral. Fill the fuel tank before you start. Never add 
gasoline to a mower that is running or hot. Stop it and let 
it cool first. 

This is a good example of the correct way to start a lawnmower. 
Protective clothing, legs covered, and heavily soled shoes on feet 
are m11sts. Be sure that footing is firm and the machine stable 
while starting the motor and adjusting the speed. Stand clear. 

Have mower in good working order, grass catcher attached. 
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Top-This is the wrong way to start the mower: Standing 
too close to the mower, one foot almost under It, and feet 
and legs bare. Above-While mowing, keep feet clear of 
machine. Do not pull mower toward you. Do not use mower 
on wet or slippery grass. Beware of thrown objects-grass 
catcher is a safeguard. Below-Ready to mow lawn? Not 
this way. Cluttered lawn, bare feet and legs are dangers. 

When not mowing, turn off the machine. Do not, however, lean 
over the mower in this manner. You could lose your balance and 
fall or slip into the mower. Or, you could tip it over or push it 

forward, out of control.-Phofos courtesy o' The Clarlces. 

4. Watch your feet-Make sure that your footing is 
firm and that the machine will be stable as you start the 
mower and adjust its speed. Do not use the mower if the ' 
grass is wet and slippery. While you mow, keep your feet 
clear of the machine. Never cut grass by pulling the mower 
toward you. 

5. Beware of thrown objects-As you mow, watch the 
grass ahead for foreign objects. Do not let yourself or any
one else get in line with the discharge chute; and be careful 
about discharging against curbs, fences , or walls from 
which debris might rebound after leaving the mower. 
Using the grass-catcher bag helps to protect against dis
charge missiles. 

6. Be careful on slopes-When using a walk-behind 
machine, cut horizontally along slopes, not up and down. 
This prevents your feet from slipping under the mower if 
you lose your balance, and it eliminates the possibility 
that the mower will come tumbling down on you. On a 
riding mower, however, use the opposite method to take 
advantage of its greater fore-and-aft stability; cut up and 
down on slopes so that the mower will not tip over as 
readily. 

7. When not mowing, turn it off-If you must leave the 
mower even for a moment, turn it off. Stop the engine or 
disengage the blade before pushing or driving the mower 
across drives, walks, roads, or any protruding objects. Turn 
it off before emptying the grass bag or trying to unclog the 
blade or discharge chute. Never tip the mower for an. in
spection without first stopping the engine and disconnect
ing the spark plug. If you must work on the chute or the 
underside, turn it off and remove the spark plug wire. 

8. Use extra care on riding mowers- Make sure that 
you are familiar with the controls. Watch where you are 
driving, and be extra careful when backing. Do not carry 
passengers, and do not attempt to operate the machine 
when you are not in the driver's seat. 
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In past years it probably appeared to niany of Western's 
employees that payroll and personnel records were two 
separate departments. This was, and is, true in many re
spects. When it comes to compiling and processing data 
necessary to issue paychecks for our many employees, 
however, these two departments work hand-in-hand. They 
are both presently located at 9000 Parkwest, one of the 
many buildings currently occupied by Western in its overall 
Houston facility. 

The primary responsibility of the two departments has 
always been to maintain records and/ or files that reflect 
an accurate payroll and personnel status for each em
ployee, to issue paychecks, to report wages paid and taxes 
withheld to proper authorities, and to maintain communi
cation with management. Though these responsibilities 
may sound relatively easy, a tremendous amount of effort 
must be· put forth by each member of these two depart
ments on a daily basis to accomplish them effectually. The 
task is not so easy when one considers the number of em
ployees presently being paid by the Houston payroll and 
the fact that they are scattered throughout the nation and 
around the world. 

For some years past the primary work of these two 
departments has been for those employees of Western 
Geophysical Company of America. With the recent for
mation of the Litton Resources Group, however, they now 
have the additional job of performing the functions neces
sary to issue paychecks and reports for all employees of 
those companies that make up this group. This added re
spons·ibility also brought about another activity, that of 
submitting the many reports required by the federal and 
state governments on a monthly, quarterly, or annual basis. 

Month after month the payroll and personnel records 
departments go through the necessary procedures of 
processing data for issuing paychecks to all employees who 
are paid either weekly, bi-weekly, semi-monthly, or month
ly; and this function, as well as their many other day-to-
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day duties, has been performed by the same number of 
employees in each department for the past three years. 

During this period the payroll department was under 
the direct supervision of R. J. (Bon) MASON while per
sonnel records reported to Personnel Director L. L. (LEE) 
ARMOND. In order to avoid duplication and to take full 
advantage of computer facilities in handling payroll data 
and personnel records, these departments were recently 
combined under the direction of Bon MASON, manager of 
payroll and personnel records, with SANDRA (SANDY) 
ARRINGTON as payroll supervisor and R. A. (DICK) 
WALLIS, supervisor of personnel records. LEE can now 
devote full time to handling the greatly expanded profit 
sharing fund details and other administrative and personnel 
policy matters . 

Westerners in this combined department are well ori
ented in the operations and functions of payroll and per
sonnel records. Bon and DICK achieved their fifth year of 
Western service in September and November, respectively, 
of last year. SANDY became a Westerner in early 1970 and 
has been a member of the payroll department since she 

R. J. (Bob) Mason (from the left), manager of personnel records 
and payroll , Sandra !Sandy) Arrington , pay roll supervisor, and 
R. A. IDickl Wallis, supervisor of personnel records, d iscuss some 

of the many problems facing their respective departments. 
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the direct supervision of R. J. (Bon) MASON while per
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Western service in September and November, respectively, 
of last year. SANDY became a Westerner in early 1970 and 
has been a member of the payroll department since she 
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and payroll , Sandra !Sandy) Arrington , pay roll supervisor, and 
R. A. IDickl Wallis, supervisor of personnel records, d iscuss some 
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Clerk Florence Hering checks out information on classification 
and rate changes before sending it on to the salary committee. 

started. Almost any Stateside party manager and field 
clerk is familiar with the name "SANDY," for it is she who 
records "Time Worked" taken from the telephone reports 
of payroll time made by our Stateside field crews. 

Assisting SANDY in payroll are several other Westerners 
who have reached their fifth year of se,rvice. ELEANOR 
SEBASTIAN, whom everyone in the Houston area knows, 
celebrated her fifth anniversary last September. One of 
ELEANOR'S duties is distributing paychecks to the different 
Houston area locations each payday. GERTRUDE BARBER 
reached her fifth year of service last November and was 

Going over the typing necessary for the "hand checks" they do 
for part of the payroll are, from the left: Clerks Brenda Pratt, 

Gertrude Barber, and Alleen Jones. 

presented her Service Pin and congratulatory letter from 
our president, BOOTH B. STRANGE, by BOB MASON. 
GERTRUDE does all of the typing of "hand-chocks," re
ports, letters, and the like for the payroll department. 
ALLEEN JONES, who joined Western in July 1971, is the , 
clerk responsible for the processing and issuance of pay 
for our weekly and bi-weekly payrolls. These two payrolls 
cover almost all of the hourly-rated employees based in 
Houston and Galveston, Texas; Denver, Colorado; Metai
rie, Louisiana; and Sherman Oaks (Los Angeles), Cali- 1 

fomia. 
ROSEMARIE (REGGIE) MARTIN, BRENDA PRATT, and 

EDDIE RICHARDSON are recent additions to the payroll 
department. REGGIE operates our computer terminal, which 

Clerks Eleanor Sebastian !from the leftl and Rosemarie IReggiel 
Martin and Accountant Eddie Richardson are at the computer ter· 
minal taking one of the steps vital to releasing payroll checks. 

is located in our Parkwest building and has direct access 
to the main system at our 8100 Wesitpark office location. 
BRENDA does all of the processing required to generate 
paychecks for our monthly payroll, which covers all of our 
employees on foreign assignment. EDDIE works with the 
tax side of the payroll operation. He is responsible for 
making the required tax deposits on a timely bas.is and 
submitting the reports on federal and state levels. 

On the personnel side of payroll processing, gathering 
pay information on a timely basis and maintaining up-to
date personnel records becomes a full-time (and some-
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Accountant Ed Wells lrightl and Clerk Liz Chambers marvel that 
another bi-weekly payroll is finished and out. 

times very hectic) job of several Westerners assigned to 
the personnel records department. Assisting DICK WALLIS, 
ANNETTE BEGNAUD (of Louisiana, naturally)' LIZ CHAM
BERS, and ED WELLS (a Western veteran of eight years) 
can almost always be found "beaNng the bushes" for 
missing social security numbers, pay rates, and current 
addresses-that is, when they are not pulling out their hair 
trying to keep up with the movements of Western's field 
crews, a full-time job for anybody! Moving almost as fast 
as our field crews, JONI CAMPISE (personnel records de
partmental secretary) becomes involved in every phase 
of personnel record-keeping. This might include everything 
from employment verification caJls to entering foreign 
payroll dispositions, to overseeing personnel files, to work
ing local field payrolls, to checking pay increases, to 
processing leaves of absences, and to just about anything. 
(The last includes listing the number of employees on each 
party and in each office and department so that the Editor 
can determine the quanitity of each issue of the PROFILE 
to order printed!) A regular "girl Friday," JONI sums it up 
for all of us when she declares that at least it is not dull 
around here! 

An integral phase of personnel re.cords is the insurance 
section, involved with employee personal and dependent 
life, major medical, and personal accident and weekly 
indemnity insurance. There are statements to be filed, 
premiums to be deducted, and, of course, claims to be con
sidered. Attending to those insurance claims that befall 
us all now and then, LINDA BRUMMERHOP checks them 
all to see that needed information is complete before they 
are sent to the insurance company for processing. Mail 
coming in (and going out) makes her desk look a little 
bit like a post office branch-or, at least, an extension of 
our mail room! Working closely with LINDA are LYNNDEE 
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Clerk Annette Begnaud, swamped with payrolls, gathers the in
formation needed for the computer processing of checks. 

Secretary Joni Campise, in personnel records, readies for a day of 
calling up information on the display terminal of the master file 

hookup to the main computer. 
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Clerks Linda Brummerhop lleftl, Suzanne Tauchas, and Lyndee 
Caputo (seated), of the insurance section of personnel records, 
are wondering where to send this month's eligibility notices. Boy! 

The crews surely move around a lot! 

Supervisor of Personnel Records Dick Wallis goes over some of the 
department's insurance problems with Clerk Linda Brummerhop 
while Clerk Suzanne Tauchas (seated) is busy looking over the 

cards of new insurance participants. 

CAPUTO and SUZANNE TAUCHAS, who see to it that . all . 
upcoming participants in the insurance plans receive the 
necessary forms and get them back in a timely way. Insur
ance records, too, need updating, and these three girls 
have their hands full seeing to it that those records remain 
current and accurate. 

Payroll Supervisor Sandy Arrington lleftl and Clerk Brenda Pratt 
are taking "call-ins" from ~omestic field crews in preparation 

for "getting out the payroll ." 

Part of the information the insurance section needs 
to update those records comes from FLORENCE HERING, 
affectionately referred to as "the salary committee." She 
processes pending wage increases and classification changes 
for review by the real salary committee. FLORENCE spends 
a great deal of her time preparing those very welcome 
letters announcing approval of those raises and is always 
consulted before "we run the checks." 

Then, when all of our jobs are done (temporarily, at 
least), the fusion of personnel records and payroll becomes 
apparent: two separate departments that must function 
as one. 

PARTIES 41 and 47-PUCALLPA, PERU 

R. S. RUSS, Reporter 

Working in the Peruvian "Selva" (jungle) can present 
many problems as everyone on Parties 41 and 4 7 is find-
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ing out. Major problems range from learning Spanish, by 
Mechanic MARK PETRIK, to planning local "break" sched
ules for Parties 41 and 47, .by Party Manager GusTAVO 
GAMBOA, their ce>-ordinator. 

Pucallpa, which is really the center of operations for the 
two crews, is a very serene little town. Assistant Party 
Chief R. S. (BOB) and MANOLY Russ have found that 
for a small town in the jungle, Pucallpa has "all the 
modern conveniences of home." In fact, our three other 
families in Peru, Surveyor TONY and MARGARITA OssA, 
Assistant Party Manager ALFRED and LYNN SAUSSOTTE, 
and Observer LANNY arrd RITA BECKER are seriously con
sidering moving from cold, damp, dreary Lima to the 
"gem af the Peruvian jungle," Pucallpa. 

Whenever Surveyor SIMON REASCO, Driller-Mechanic 
FELIX GUTIERREZ, and Assistant Observer JosE GUERRA 
get together in Pucallpa, they can always be found a.t the 
local ice cream parlor-quite unusual for "doodlebuggers." 
Their explanation is that ice cream is what they really miss 
when out working. One of our Party 47 observers, VI
CENTE CASTRO, always manages to take time, on passing 
through Pucallpa, to stop at the "Mi Chalet" restaurant, 
renowned in this area for its French cuisine. 

Party 41 's base camp is located on the Ucayali River. 
It is here that one of our assistant observers, CLAUDE 
PAQUETTE, spends most of his time off teaching Driller
Mechanic HUMBERTO CHAPARRO how to water ski. Me
chanic Ross EGGLESTONE devotes all of his spare time re
pairing Johnson outboard motors, which have taken 
precedence over his motorcycle as his first love. The only 
studious member of the crews, Observer TONY OPP, is 
constantly working on his electronics correspondence 
courses. 

Our Party 47 assistant party manager, Lrns MERCHAN, 
has been setting an example that might be followed by 
Western employees all over the world. Three times a week 
after work Luis conducts classes in flag protocol for the 
"locals" in his area of operations. 

Those af us on Party 41 and Party 4 7 are sad to learn 
that we may lose one of our local observers, RIGOBERTO 
Rrnz, due to his strongly felt patriotism and desire to join 
the military. 

Until the next time that we can be coerced into writing, 
this is "PucaJJpa standing by." 

ANCHORAGE OFFICE and SHOP
ANCHORAGE, ALASKA ... 

JOHN BOWERS, MARY HARRIS, and BEYERL Y 
HARRIS, Reporters 
JOHN BOWERS, Photographer 

Most birds go south in the winter, but Western's Alaska 
operation is just the opposite. Summer and late fall have 
been spent in maintenance; and, with the first signs of 
coming winter, men and equipment started moving north 
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Supervisor Roy I. Morris depends on the telephone for vital infor
mation to and from Anchorage headquarters. 

with ever increasing speed. It is difficult to imagine the 
logistical problems involved in getting the parties organized 
and working, with the supply and communication lines 
stretching some 650 miles between the Anchorage office 
and the Deadhorse base camp. Men and material from all 
over the United States start to accumulate in Anchorage, 
~nd it is the responsibility of the Anchorage office to "put 
~t all together." Many new things have eased the hardships 
involved, such as phone lines to Deadhorse instead of the 
SSB radio or slow mail; but the task is still a difficult one. 

Supervisor Rov I. MORRIS tries to stay on top of the 
whole operation. The telephone is his primary tool, and 

Party Manager Jim Thrasher !right!, in from Party 91, explains to 
Assistant Field Supervisor John E. John the problems encountered 

in his area of operations in Alaska . 

\ 
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ANCHORAGE OFFICE and SHOP
ANCHORAGE, ALASKA ..• 

JOHN BOWERS, MARY HARRIS, and BEVERLY 
HARRIS, Repotters 
JOHN BOWERS, Photographer 

Most birds go south in the winter, but Western's Alaska 
operation is just the opposite. Summer and late fall have 
been spent in maintenance; and, with the first signs of 
coming winter, men and equipment started moving north 
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Supervisor Roy I. Morris depends on the telephone for vital infor
mation lo and from Anchorage headquarters. 

with ever increasing speed. It is difficult to imagine the 
logistical problems involved in getting the parties organized 
and working, with the supply and communication lines 
stretching some 650 miles between the Anchorage office 
and the Deadhorse base camp. Men and material from all 
over the United States start to accumulate in Anchorage, 
and it is the responsibility of the Anchorage office to "put 
it all together." Many new things have eased the hardships 
involved, such as phone lines to Deadhorse instead of the 
SSB radio or slow mail ; but the task is still a difficult one. 

Supervisor Roy I. MORRIS tries to stay on top of the 
whole operation. The telephone is his primary tool , and 

Party Manager Jim Thrasher lrightl, in from Party 91, explains to 
Anistanl Field Supervisor John E. John the problems encountered 

in his area of operations in Alaska. 
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Party 95'1 chief observer, George W. Snow
den, Jr., Cleft) assures Field Service Engineer 
Don Edwards at the Anchorage shop that the 

problem is not a major one. 

his work ranges from keeping the wives of party personnel 
informed as to their husbands' "probable" schedules to 
talking wi1th clients and contractors, all of whom have the 
biggest problems imaginable. It has been a hectic season 
for him so far as the start-up time was not so dependent 
on any party's readiness as it was on the lack of snow cover 
on the tundra in some areas. 
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Greeting o visitor to the Anchorage office with her usual smile is 
Secretory Beverly Harris. 

Assistant Field Supervisor JOHN E. JOHN commutes 
regularly between his Anchorage office and the North 
Slope. One day he may be busy in the field getting a party 
started on its prospect, and the next day may find him at 
his desk in Anchorage frallltically phoning for an aircraft 
to haul fuel to the Slope for a party whose supply is 
rapidly diminishing. JOHN also recruits for and staffs the 
crews and is well-known in Barrow and Kotzebue where 
many of the native personnel live. Quite a few of his con
tacts in Alaska have worked for Western for many seasons 
and form the backbone of our parties here. 

Support of the field crews takes many forms, but most 
of the men consider mail and supplies the most important. 
Expeditor C. D. (DouG) EARLEY, our purchasing agent, 
has the thankless task of gathering all of the requests for 
material, food, and supplies from the parties and then 
seeing tha:t Expediter DAN A. FARRER, Helper RoY A 
MoRRIS, and Field Clerk LARRY D. SPIELMAN get it to the 
right destination as soon as possible. 

No good office functions well without paperwork; and 
Office Manager w. T. (TIM) BRIGGS, an accounting 
supervisor, and his efficient staff, Accounting Clerks JO
LEEN M. FREEMAN and MARY E. HARRIS, stay right on 
top of ours. Payrolls, invoices, and a thousand other 
details are handled by them. 

Field Service Engineer D. A. (DoN) EDWARDS has the 
unending job of maintaining all of the electronic gear used 
in the Alaska prospects. He travels to the site of the trouble 
on a moment's notice to "debug" any equipment that has 
failed and might impair a smooth, efficient season. While 
in Anchorage DoN can be found in the repair shop check
ing and repairing any and all types of gear. 

Shop Supervism 0. A. (OLLIE) KREIN and his crew 
of Driller-Mechanic C. L. (CHUCK) WALL, Mechanic 
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P AUL Wooo, and Mechanic Helper THOMAS E. HOWELL 
are in charge of the maintenance of all mechanical equip
ment, which includes everything from a small, fractional 
horsepower pump to the largest diesel engine. They are 
experts at salvage, and nothing is wasted in their shop. 
parts and pieces are welded and bolted together to become 
useful equipment that is then sent to the field for further 
use. OLLIE also performs a vital service to field mechanics 
by phone as he may diagnose the trouble by long distance 
and get the necessary parts on the way almost imme-
diately. 

Because of Safety Director C. L. (CHET) HALE'S re-
cent visit to Anchorage, we have an addition to our staff, 
Safety Engineer JOHN P. BOWERS. As safety is an impor
tant factor in maintaining an Alaska field crew, JOHN'S 
main duties are concerned with seeing that all of our 
parties are up on the new safety regulations. Even though 
JOHN has been with Western only a short time, he has 
managed to visit all the Alaska field crews and administer 
First Aid tests to many of the personnel. This is his second 
"tour" with Western as he previously worked as a field 
clerk and acting party manager, in 1968 and 1969. 

They say that first impressions are lasting, and the first 
impression that the newcomer or visitor to Western's 
Anchorage office gets is from Secretary BEVERLY J. HAR
RIS, also our receptionist. BEVERLY "runs" the office; and 
whether it is a misplaced fi le, a long-distance call, or 
handling the paycheck for someone on the Slope, it is all 
done with the same pleasant manner. 

It is not all work and no play, however. At Chris.tmas 
when the parties take their holiday break, the Anchorage 
office hosts a festive party, at which most of the Alaska 
employees and their guests get together to discuss th ings 

re's something fu nny here," say1 Account
Supervl1or Tim Bri991. Accounting Clerks 
n fre•man (center) and Mary Harris agree. 
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Roy A. Morris lleftl and Expeditor Doug Earley check out ship
ments to the parties in Alaska. 
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Above-Mechanic Paul V. Wood "buttons up" a transmission and 
prepares to send ii to an Alaska field crew. Below-Driller
Mechanic C. L. (Big Chuck) Wall struggles with an obstinate ve-

hicle in Western's shop in Anchorage, Alaska. 

not at all connected with seismic surveys. Ice, except for 
the cubes in the glasses, and snow are forgotten for one 
evening. As usual, DouG EARLEY is charged with getting 
it together, and Christmas 1974 was no exception. A fine 
time was had by all, as some of our pictures will testify. 
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Above-Sharon !Mrs. Harold) Komarek giggles as a masked We 
ern employee (Cook Howard Mosquito) "supervises" the chow lin 
at the gala Anchorage Christmas party. Also getting a kick out 
the situation are: Accounting Supervisor Tim Briggs (background) 
Driller Harold llutchl Komarek, Surveyor Bill Sands, and Drillt 
Wesley Bergsrud (far right). Above rlght-L. R. IRustyl Hathaway* 
Ill, expeditor for Deadhorse camp, proudly displays his recentl 
earned Red Cross card to his fiancee, Mary Geerin. In the back 
ground are Party Manager George Underwood lleftl and Expedi 
Doug Earley. Top, far rlght-Neo Ferrari, chief observer for Pa 
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takes his work seriously, especially when it Is selecting food . 
Ind him are his wife, Mae (facing the camera), and Mrs. Roy I. 

s lbackl. Below leH-Party 91 Vibrator Operator Emery E. 
t lleftl is happily accepting some Christmas cheer from Assis
Fleld Supervisor John E. John. Below-Driller Butch Komarek 
leftl is fllllng his plate while Surveyor Bill Sanda anxiously 
Its his turn. On down the line are Driller Wesley Bergsrud, 

!Mrs. Dougl Earley, Field Clerk Larry Spielman, Linda 
• Timi Briggs, and Mrs. John Ray. Bottom, far right-Engrossed 
Inner a re Party Manager George Underwood and wife Bonnie. 
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PARTY 62-LOBITO, ANGOLA . .. 

PAT O'SULLIVAN, Reporter-Photographer 

December 1974 finds Party 62 in Lobito, Angola, hav
ing spent 14 months visiting seven countries along the 
west Africa coast. We shall try to give a brief synopsis of 
our experiences during this tour. 

Thirteen months earlier, November 1973, half of the 
crew was ready to leave for Dakar, Senegal, only to be 
fogbound at the London airport-hardly a very auspicious 
start. The weather on our arrival in Dakar was predictably 
different, which made the job of rigging the boat with a 
new 3,200-meter cable tiring work for the unacclimatized 
crew. Chief Co-ordinator KEITH D. REID joined us from 
the Karen Bravo when his ship, the Western Sea, left 
Malta. Helper PEDRO PEREZ, an old Western hand, also 
came back after a long layoff due to illness. 

Dakar, the capital of Senegal, is a massive port, typical 
of colonial French ports along this coast, with its mixture 
of old and new, native and French. The men found plenty 
to do there and struck up many acquaintances, setting the 
pattern for the rest of the tour. 

On leaving Dakar for the last time we were all prepared 
to spend Christmas on prospect. The program, however, 
was completed early Christmas day, and we had time to 
de-rig the AQUAPULSE® guns before sitting down to a 
sumptuous meal prepared by Cooks JosE H. CUBAS and 
FRANK SULTANA. 

Boxing Day was spent anchored off Bissau, Portuguese 
Guinea. Everybody was eager to get ashore to continue 
the Christmas festivities; but, alas, the pilot boat that was 
to collect us failed to appear, leaving one very glum West
ern crew. 

Our next port of call was Abidjan, Ivory Coast, a really 
beautiful natural harbor, which quickly became a favorite 
with the whole crew. Unfortunately it was an unscheduled 
call, and we had to leave two days later, destination Terna, 
Ghana. It was a welcome change to hear English spoken 
again, but this obliged members of the crew to be some-

,. 
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what more careful in their choice of vocabulary than 
had been necessary in French- and Portuguese-speaking 
countries. 

In February (now 1974) we were on the move again 
to another Party 62 favorite, Douala, Cameroon. This was 
a happy return for many of the men as they were glad 
of the opportunity to see old friends. The majority were 
able to take a break, some visiting Victoria, which is an old 
British-German colony 50 miles north of Douala and a 
really peaceful retreat. Nearby, is a 13,000-foot volcano 
to climb. Those less fit for such energetic activities can 
relax on the beach. Also close by is Tiko, with a great 
little golf club, the turf of which took much punishment 
from three prospective "Grand Slam" winners, Observer 
DAVE SHARPE, JR., Junior Observer JOHN L. PERT, and 
Helper PAT O'SULLIVAN. 

It was a sad day when we had to leave Douala, but 
we had ahead of us the promise of Luanda, Angola. Some 
of those on board had previously visited there and were 
enthusaistic about it. On arrival, all of our hopes were 
fulfilled with our first sight of the harbor. It is a tremen
dous view, with an old fortress dominating the skyline from 
a hill just to the right of the town, looking south. The 400-
year-old fortress is still used as a garrison and when illumi
nated is a really beautiful sight. 

We all found Luanda much to our liking. Prices were 
much more reasonable than anywhere else we had visited 
in west Africa, and many pleasurable meals were eaten in 
the several seafocx.l restaurants along the beach. There 
was no shortage of places to go in the evenings, and it was 
a relief to hear English and American records in the 
discotheques, after having heard only French music for 
several months. Quite a few members of the crew ventured 
up-country. JOHN PERT, Gun Operator L. G. (LAURIE) 
SMALLER, and Helper REG WOODLEY went to the spec
tacular waterfalls at Duque de Braganca while Helper 
MAX SUMMERS and Gun Operator JIM CosTELLO ac
companied Party Manager RoN BINGHAM and Assistant 
Party Manager JEFF THOMAS as they scouted base stations 
in the rough terrain south of Luanda. 
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On a sad note, our monkey Sophie passed away at this 
time and was buried at sea with full honors. We still miss 
her very deeply, especially Seaman PAUL CARUANA, who 
was the only "mother" she ever knew. 

All good things must come to an end, among them our 
stay in Angola. After a regrettably brief stop in Douala 
to load cable oil, we arrived in Port Harcourt, Nigeria, 
where we were to spend the next five months. This period 
was appropriately named the rainy season, with the result 
that all semblances of suntans soon vanished. 

Port Harcourt had little to offer by way of entertain
ment, even for people easily satisfied. All places, how
ever, have their good sides. Here we were able to find 
all of those British and American foodstuffs that we had 
been unable to obtain in other ports. At this time Captain 
E. L. (JELLY) KING, Marine Engineer ERNIE REED, and 
Cook JEFF WITFORD made welcome returns to the West
ern Sea while Marine Engineer VINCE TROCHESSET, our 
relief captain, and Observer CLAUDIO LOPEZ decided that 
they had seen enough rain and proceeded to sunny Las 
Palmas in the Canary Islands for their breaks. 

Well, it is now December 1974, and we are all look
ing forward to a sunny Christmas-let's hope that it is in 
port for a change! 

PARTY V-19-SANTA CRUZ, BOLIVIA 

DINO BUCCI and JERRY LAWS, Reporters 
NEILL HITCHCOCK, BOB JENSEN, and 
JERRY LAWS, Photographers 

We s·tarted to work in the dense, tropical region of Bo
livia in early January 197 4 and worked straight through 
the rainy season. Chief Observer VERNON (BIG STRETCH) 
DAVID and head Vibrator Mechanic BoB JENSEN make us, 
we believe, the top "Vibroseis®" crew in South America 
because, with their technical know-how, our "down time" 
for both recorder and vibrators has been practically zero. 

Party V-19's resident manager, Don Philips lleftl, presents the 
"orders of the day" to the Santa Cruz office secretary, Olga De 

Valdivia, and Instrument Supervisor Neill Hitchcock. 

Above-During a Party V-19 recorder move-up in Bolivia, Enrique 
Robczuk !left), a mechanic trainee, discusses the vibrators with 
head Vibrator Mechanic Bob Jensen. Below-The dusty trail .•• 
Party V-19 Vibrator Mechanics Marlyn Tuttle Ueft) and Fred Lam
mert look on as a vibrator buggy climbs a hill. Bottom-"Dusty? 
Ain't it, though," says Chief Observer Vernon B. !Stretch) David, 
wearing a sandwich bag hat, as he shakes off some of the dust 

after a recorder move. 
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Right-This is home for Party V-19 in Bo
livia. Seated around the table in the dining 
tent are, clockwise from the far left: Sur
veyor Louis Moore, Resident Manager Don 
Philips, Chief Observer Vernon (Stretch) 
David, and Observer Paul Rueter. The office 
and kitchen are in the background. Bottom 
-"Our Gang." This is Party V-19's group 
of Bolivian vibrator operators with Diesel 
Mechanic Jerry Laws (second from left). 

Last November 27 was a typical tropical day, hot and 
humid with a heavy overcast that looked like rain at any 
moment. It was a day when everyone was out of the sack 
at 4 A.M.-with much difficulty, we admit-to prepare 
for the long move from one permit to the other, which 
would take us near the Paraguay border. 

The move of 140 kilometers (87 miles) in the dry sea
son would take only one day, but this move was to be 
stretched out over three days. Everyone seemed to have 
bad luck; we were either pulling each other out of the mud 
or treating bee stings. There were so many bees that 
we planned on capturing all of the honeybees to cash in 
on the honey crop. 

Finally, with great determination of our party manager, 

BERARDINO (DINO) Bucci, we reached our new home 
and began the task of setting up camp and preparing the 
vibrators and "Casa Blanca" for the new job ahead of 
them. At the same time chief Surveyor Lourn MOORE was 
busy planning where to cut lines for the vibrators. 

With everyone settled down in camp, many began to 
fantasize their next breaks in Santa Cruz, where Assistant 
Supervisor DONALD C. PHILIPS keeps his office and family. 
We cannot say much about the historical background. The 
city of Santa Cruz is surrounded by the Rio Grande on 
its way to the large Amazonas and was founded, we under
stand, in February 1561 by the Spaniard, Nuflo De 
Chavez. 

For sure the largest product of Santa Cruz is "Bella 
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PARTY V-19-SANTA CRUZ, BOLIVIA 

DINO BUCCI a nd JERRY LAWS, Reporters 
N EILL HITCHCOCK, BOB JENSEN, a nd 
JERRY LAWS, Photographers 
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Right-This is home for Party V-19 in Bo
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Berardino IDinol Bucci, now party manager of Party V-19, proudly 
shows off his new car, complete with Bolivian license plate. 

Senoritas," which are in great abundance. "Doodlebug
gers" in Santa Cruz have a common meeting place that 
overlooks the main square, where all of the beautiful 
creatures meet. This creates a problem for our married 
men. It seems as if every time that they go there to drink 
a couple of cool ones, their wives come by and catch them 
admiring the scenery. The husbands are taken home to 
cut grass! For single men, such as Junior Observer JIM 
BICKELL, Mechanic JERRY LA ws, and Digital Equipment 

"Black Bart," alias Field Supervisor Paul Haas, adjusts his hat 
before continuing his work with Party V-19 in Bolivia. 

Loading poles on a vibrator crew? No, installing pipe in a Party 
V-19 water well, supervised by Observer Paul Reuter lrightl. 

Engineer JIM W1NDSTRUP Santa Cruz is a paradise full of 
angels without wings. 

In April we shall be losing one of our men for a cruel 
fate. JIM BICKELL is going to marry a very beautiful girl 
from Peru. Everyone is taking bets on how long JIM 
WINDSTRUP and JERRY LAWS will stay single. 

Bon JENSEN spends his leave with his wife and two 
children, one girl and one boy; he also seems to cut a 
lat of grass while in town. Instrument Supervisor NEILL 
HITCHCOCK, between trips to Party V-7 and to Party V-19 , 
tries to make some pictures. He and Observer PAUL 
RUETER share a large darkroom in the basement of their 
apartment. 

The only people who do not spend their leaves in this 
paradise are Mechanic FRED LAMMERT and STRETCH as 
both have families out of Bolivia. FRED flies to Argentina 
and STRETCH to Bogota, Colombia. 

We would like to close these few lines by saying hello 
to our fri end JACK THOMSON, our previous party manager 
who is now in Tanzania. 
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Best fisherman in Bolivia is this UFB (unidentified flying birdl. 

SINGAPORE OFFICE-SINGAPORE 

K. L. SMALL, Reporter 

Since last reporting, the Singapore office has seen bath 
new and old faces come and go from the Wisma. (Wisma 
is the name of the building in which Western's Singapore 
office is located, the Indonesian Consulate Building.-Ed.) 

Arriving from the South Pacific was Assistant Super
visor KENNETH L. SMALL and wife LULAH. They estab
lished a long-sought-after residence and hope to remain 
permanent- well, as permanent as one can become in the 
"doodlebug" business. 

Field Supervisor GROV ER R. GRAHAM left for Algeria 
by way of Texas and vacation. He was to put on his land 
legs again after five years of chasing after ships in African 
and Asian waters. In departing, GROVER bequeathed his 
entire library of back issues of G. S. Bird Magazine to the 
office staff in exchange for a basket of his favorite Asian 
fru it, the durian. 

In December Party Manager PAUL J. HELLI ER, who 
had been our office manager, sought the "land of the rising 
sun" and rising prices. He decided to escape the rat race 
of the big city of Singapore and the office pressures and 
tensions to enjoy a more leisurely pace with a field crew in 
quaint and quiet Onahama, Japan , where, we understand , 
the loudest noise to be heard was the chattering of PAUL'S 
teeth. Also enjoying the winter wonderland of Onahama 
was Digital Equipment Engineer BRIAN v. LATTIMER. We 
hear that he broke the quiet and serenity of the delicate 
surroundings when presented with his hotel bill. 

Considerably farther south was Area Instrument Super
visor MARK N. HUDSON, who ended up in an out-of-the
way place called Mauritius Island. Although it is a little 
off the beaten pa th from the Singapore office, it did not 
take a whole lot of arm twisting to persuade MARK to go 
there. 

SPRING 1975 

Up from "down under" came Field Supervisor B. M. 
(MIKE) KING, who had been in Perth, to renew many old 
acquaintances in Singapore, his old stomping grounds. 
While shaking the West Australian bull dust and Port 
Hedland iron-ore dust from his suitcase, he was overheard 
to say that things were really on the up and up in Singa
pore since he had been gone, including the prices. MIKE'S 
wife CHRISTINE and sons PHILIP and ANDREW settled 
quickly and resumed friendships they had left behind two 
years ago. 

Another old Singapore resident returning after an ab
sence and also shaking the dust from his suitcase was 
Assistant Party Manager MICHAEL D. TRUTER. MIKE, wife 
SUSAN, and son PIERS enjoyed seeing old friends and 
noticing again how different Singapore is from Algeria. 

Joining Marine Superintendent RONNIE N. BICKHAM in 
Singapore was Assistant Port Engineer KENNETH K. KAUK. 
KEN ga".e up his nomadic ways for big-city life and also 
the responsibility of looking after the engines of six ships 
instead of just one. Both RONNIE and KEN were constantly 
on the run as our ships were fitted with new recording 
shacks, oxygen concentrators, cable reels, MAXIPULSE® 
reels, water makers, auto-pilots, cool-rooms, and central 
air-conditioning systems, in addition to having the usual 
maintenance associated with seismic ships everywhere. 

Arriving from Houston in late 1974 was Supervisor 
}OE G. SALTAMACHIA, accompanied by wife JOAN, sons 
TIMOTHY and KERRY, and daughter CYNTHIA. They 
quickly became settled and adjusted to foreign living 
although JoE is still being seen at nights roaming the 
streets of Singapore looking for a "Po Boy" sandwich. 

The past year has seen our ships move into many old 
and many new areas as the pace of exploration quickens 
in Asia. We took crews to Mauritius, the Arabian Gulf, 
the Maldive Islands, and Bangladesh for the first time; 
visited again after some absence Burma, the Philippines, 
and Japan; and saw again our old, familiar places such as 
Indonesia, Thailand, Taiwan, Hong Kong, New Guinea, 
and Malaysia. We have added DDS-888 recording systems 
and Phase IV navigation systems and data loggers to our 
vessels. This has not only increased the quality of the data 
we record but also the complexities of the logistics and 
technical facilities that we must provide for this highly 
sophisticated equipment to operate on a 24-hour-a-day, 
seven-day-a-week, 365-day-a-year basis. 

We have had people come and go, but we still have 
many familiar faces, such as our vice president in Singa
pore, CHIC NICHOLLS; H. A. (VAN) v AN BUSKIRK, repre
sentative in Djakarta; Marine Superintendent JOHN 0. 
BOOTHBY, in Australia ; and the following office personnel 
in Singapore, Accountant JAMES C. Y. SNG; Marine Clerk 
CHONG K. (AH KEE) TEo; ALICE S. L. TAN, secretary to 
all party managers; EvEL YN Y. M. TuAM, receptionist and 
typist; EDMUND H. C. KoH, junior accountant; RossMAN 
B. HAJr HASHIM, delivery clerk; ROGER P. G . CHUA, radio 
technician; LILY HENG, telex operator ; JOHN HooGEVEEN, 
catering officer; and our storekeepers, RAI RAJENDRA, 
HOCK YIN Foo, and BERTIE B. H . CHAN. 

We are happy to have in our Singapore digital center 
some personnel from the discontinued Perth, Australia, 
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center. Those who joined us are Digital Production Man
ager J . G. (JIM) HALL, Senior Analysts JOHN BrsHOP and 
P ETER J. PEPPER, Analysts R. G. (GREGG) GODKIN and 
W. J . (JoE) CttATOOR, Geophysical Analyst J. B. (JIM) 
R ussELL, Senior Programmer D. C. (DON) SNYDER, Com
puter Operator (Playback Supervisor) MURRAY W. BRET
TELL, and Computer Operator Manager DOUGLAS A. 
GRIBB LE. 

We are busy here, but not too busy to be able to extend 
a warm welcome and a cup of coffee to the most wander
ing Westerner who may pass this way. 

PARTY 9-DICKINSON, NORTH DAKOTA 

LOLA ROBINSON, Reporter 
TOM GIESSEL, Photographer 

Greetings from the cold country of Dickinson, North 
D akota, population 12,405 plus Party 9. 

Working out of Dickinson, North Dakota, Party 9 Drill Helper Bruce 
D. Halvorson glances up from his work . 

Above-Surveyor Stephen Gallup is finishing up a day' s work for 
Party 9 in North Dakota . Below-Field Clerk Thomas G. Giessel 
lleftl and Helper Greg Stensland are ready to go to the field . 
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Below-Observer John W. Johnson lleftl and Party 
Mana ge r John Hayes load and check equipment 
before the Party 9 crew goes into the field near 
Dickinson, North Dakota. Right-Discussing the 
work of the day are, from the left : Shooter James 
W. Mootry, Party Manager John Hayes, Helper 
Bruce Halvorson, and Driller Robert L. Bailey. 

The crew has been spiking for two years and, on May 
1, 1974, moved the office from Riverton, Wyoming, to 
Dickinson. Some of the wives moved there shortly after 
that, but most went on the spike jobs with the men. They 
went to South Dakota in March 1974, where the crew 
worked until July. From there they moved on to Montana, 
working in several locations before moving on to North 
Dakota for six weeks. The crew and the traveling wives 
finally joined LOLA (MRS. JACK N.) ROBINSON and MARY 
Lou (MRS. JOHN W. ) JOHNSON in Dickinson on October 
8, welcomed by a beautiful fall with mild temperatures. 
The first of only two snows so far this year measured six 
inches on October 30. After that the temperature went 
back up to 70° . The " natives" say the mild fall weather 
was unusual. 

Natural resource development greatly contributes to 
the economy of the Dickinson area, with oil exploration 
and production extensive. Coal , natural gas, and clay and 
other minerals are additional natural resources to be found 
in southwestern North Dakota. Small industry is growing. 
Amtrak rails, Greyhound busses, and interstate highways 
serve the community, but major air service is 100 miles 
away, in Bismarck. 

SPRING 1975 

Assistant Observer Gary D. Brosam emerges into the sunlight after 
finishing his job in the Party 9 recording truck . 
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Dickinson is located in the midst of wheat fields and 
dairy farms. It boasts nine schools, a four-year college, 
two bowling alleys, a fishing lake, and a nine-hole (soon 
to be 18) golf course. We have lots of things to do but 
not much time in which to do them. 

The crew of 28 men is basically a young one. Only 
10 men are married, leaving 18 single men on the crew. 
Party Manager JoHN W. HAYES, who joined us in August 
from his home state of Colorado, is 28 years old and 
single. THOMAS G . GrnssEL, our field clerk, came to us 
from Hays, Kansas, after earning a B.S. degree in geology. 
He also helps with permitting. 

The crew works for 21 days and is off 10, but it is 
difficult to find the men for crew gatherings. During breaks 
they are scattered across the nation, from Pennsylvania 
to California. Thanksgiving was the first time-out for a 
crew get-together. The wives prepared dinner for the men, 
children, guests, and, of course, themselves. Our thanks 
to Observer JOHN W. and MARY Lou JOHNSON for the 
use of their house. It was also where the ladies had a 
salad luncheon in October. With five children in school , 
MARY Lou will be one wife to stay in Dickinson next time 
the men spike out, which may be soon as they are almost 
finished in this area. 

Helper Dave Bennett lleftl and Shooter Jim Mootry are busily 
readying the Party 9 recording truck before they leave for the 

field in the area of Dickinson, North Dakota. 

Above-Sometimes the Party 9 crew finds it necessary to chop 
holes in the ice in North Dakota in order to get drill water. Work
ing at this project are, from the left : Helpers Duane A. Urba n, 
Richard 0. Abelseth, and Neal Rosenquist . Below-Party Manager 
John Hayes pauses at one of the more spectacular vantage poin ts 

of the prospect. Above right-Out in the field north of Dickinson, 
North Dakota, the sun glints off the drill mast, and ... someone 
should be behind those trucks . Right-In the midst of some of this 
beautiful countryside, the men and equipment of the Party 9 crew 

are busy laying out more lines in the hills. 

PARTY 63-GIBRALTAR 

DON HURSEY, Reporter 

Since you last heard from the Karen Bravo, Party 63 
has been in too many places to detail. Using Malta as a 
base, we worked off Sicily, Italy, Spain, and Greece until 
around April 1974 when we arr ived in Egypt. Party Man
ager JOHN SCHULSTAD and DAVE GOODMAN, then assistant 
party manager, were there to ensure that the continuity of 
operation would be smooth and have no hitches. (That is 
what they said!) Another there to greet us was Assistant 
Field Supervisor DAVE ARNDT, and a few days later Super
visor W. T. (BILL) HATTON arrived. 
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around April 1974 when we arr ived in Egypt. Party Man
ager JOHN SCHULSTAD and DAVE GOODMAN, then assistant 
party manager, were there to ensure that the continuity of 
operation would be smooth and have no hitches. (That is 
what they said!) Another there to greet us was Assistant 
Field Supervisor DAVE ARNDT, and a few days later Super
visor W. T. (BILL) HATTON arrived. 
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Government officials attended an Open Day on the ship 
and were shown around by DAVE ARNDT, DAVE GOODMAN 
and Co-ordinator DoN HURSEY. Also while we were in 
Egypt, Navigation Engineer MICHAEL A. (MUTTLEY) 
GALLAWAY took off to see the sights of the Nile. Assistant 
Co-ordinator GARY CREWE and Gun Operator JOHN S. 
(DIGGER) TOMKINSON, now with Party 74, decided to 
sample the delights of Beirut, Lebanon. 

From Egypt it was back to Malta for a short while. 
Our Maltese cook's helper, C. C. (CHARLIE) BUGEJA, 
was pleased to see home again. In Malta we said goodby 
to JOHN ScHULSTAD and that much traveled Cook JEFF 
WITFORD. DAVE GOODMAN then took over as party man
ager, and we welcomed Cook H. A. (HARRY) HARVEY, 
who reckons that cooking for a seismic ship is a great 
change from that for hotels. We were soon to say goodby 
to sunny Malta, and everyone swears that there were tears 
from Gun Operators M. C. (MIKE) LUMLEY and JOHN 
BARRETT. Also at this time we los:t ROGER E. BARRETT, 
our digital technician, as he was reassigned to the London 
office. 

With Malta behind us and Galway in Ireland to follow, 
Observer PAT WALLACE, who originates from County 
Cork, was getting closer to home. The first places that we 
found in Galway were the " singing bars" and dance halls. 
It was here that Assistant Co-ordinator KEN FEE ran into 
the robust Irish spirit. Soon it was back to work, however, 
with a large, if rather uninspiring, prospect ahead. 

Once we were out at sea, land was occasionally sighted 
in the shape of the Faeroe Islands, which were, as Junior 
Observer DoN SNOOK put it, "an imposing pile of rocks." 
New Helpers DEVIN PORTWOOD, STEVE WOODS, and PETE 
BLAKE had just joined us and, after the normal few days 
of seasickness, were soon settled in. A large chunk of the 
prospect was soon finished before the Atlantic's large, 
winter rollers started to creep in. We added to our Irish 
contingent in Galway by hiring Helper BAMMON M. 
POWER and Cook's Helper T. J. (TOM) KELLY; also em
ployed there was a New Zealander, Helper JOHN W. 
NEWMAN. 

At this time a Satellite Navigation Phase IV System 
arrived, bringing with it Assistant Navigation Engineers 
PETER K. VOGEL and RICHARD w. OLSON. With Naviga
tor HENDRIK J. (HANKY) HENKES and Navigation Engi
neer MIKE CALLAWAY, they soon had the system and its 
integrated Loran C working. We were still waiting on the 
arrival of the doppler sonar, however, and with it came 
Supervisor of Navigation Instruments DAVE SHAVE, Navi
gation Engineer BRIAN HARDY, ToM O'BRIAN, and Instru
ment Supervisor JoE Buou from Houston. We "hot
footed" it for a short job (ho-hum) off the coast of Wales, 
in Cardigan Bay. Between bad weather and "teething" 
troubles with the doppler sonar (who said saber-toothed 
tigers were extinct?), the time came for dry-docking in 
Cork. 

The dry-docking went very smoothly-and so did the 
social life. In Cork there are six women to every man as 
Helper DAVE WINHALL and Digital Technician K. J . (MAC) 
McGRATH will readily verify. After the dry dock and a 
new SSB radio, fitted by Radio Engineer K. J. (KEL) 
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BROWN, it was back to Cardigan Bay and the bad weather. 
There we lost Helpers MIKE DELANEY and STEVE WOODS 
to other crews. Digital Operator RANDY MACDONALD 
reckoned that if the weather stayed bad much longer we 
would wear out the anchor. After six weeks to two months 
of constant bad weather that made work imposs ible, it was 
time to call it quits; and word came for us to sail for 
warmer climes. 

The engineers started the engines while the captain and 
the mate sorted out the charts. The seamen were soon 
happily throwing off the ropes because our next stop 
would be Gibraltar, taking them closer to their home 
country of Spain. 

PARTY 32-NACOGDOCHES, TEXAS 

GERALD JASKO, Reporter-Photographer 

Since reporting last in the Christmas 1973 issue of the 
PROFILE, Party 32 has been a machine in constant motion. 

We were placed on spike January 21 , 1974, and began 
our odyssey in the rolling hills and timber country of 
Texarkana, Texas. The crew operated out of Atlanta, 
Texas, for the duration of our two-and-a-half-month stay 
in this region. The springtime floods aptly coincided with 
our assignment to shoot several lines in the numerous 
river bottoms of this region. 

While wallowing in the mud and water, Party 32 was 
awarded a third Safety Dinner on May 17, 1974, and 
also informed that we would presently "be headin ' up 
yonder to Yankee country." Before we even had an op
portunity to have our dinner, June 1 arrived and we found 
ourselves in Mount Vernon, Illinois. Twenty days later 
Party 32 was in Vincennes, Indiana, famous site of George 
Rogers Clark's Revolutionary War victory, not to mention 
a fine bistro just across the border back in Illinois. The 
Independence Day weekend saw us moving to Evansville, 
Indiana ; however, Party Manager GEORGE B. (BARNEY) 
TOTTEN, III, surprised us when we returned from the 
holiday with "Pack up and head back to Texas." 

Back to Texas, at home and off spike, we finally were 
able to schedule our Safety Dinner. It was held in Com
merce, Texas, on July 26, 1974. Unfortunately, we were 
again spiking; so we drove up from Athens for the 
occasion. 

The thicket woods of eastern Texas, the favorite stomp
ing grounds of Surveyor CHARLES A. EDWARDS and com
pany, was our next destination as we nestled into the 
town of Lufkin. Two weeks and several worn-out ma
chetes later, CHARLES and his understudies, Surveyors 
BILL HICKAM and ASHLEY (LEE) DISOTELL, broke out . 
into the sunlight and found themselves headed down to 
the Gulf Coast city of Beaumont, Texas. This country is 
in the domain of the internationally famous and vicious 
Vidor spider-a critter with a wingspan in excess of eight 
inches and a web twice as sticky as molasses! In order to 
keep Observer BILL GOODWIN and Assistant Observer 
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BOBBIE B. OSBORN E off the streets at night during this 
time, we converted to a two-recording-truck operation to 
acquire more data traces. 

This area also found Cable Pusher EARL McRAINEY 
and his layout crew in the knee-deep mud of freshly 
harvested soybean fields, often requiring them to reach 
down into the water to scrape together enough mud to 
plant the jug above water. The crew stayed in this vicinity 
nearly three weeks, dodging tornadoes and Vidor spiders 
and trudging through the mud. 

SPRING 1975 

Left-Punching a hole for Party 32 
near Nacogdoches, Texas, are Drill 
Supervisor Paul Burch (left) and Helper 
Dean Brown. Helper John Edwards is 
busy completing a drill log report. 
Below left-Permit Agent B. G. !Billl 
Hightower pauses a minute from his 
work in the Party 32 office. Below 
center-Outfitting the shooters' back 
packs are Assistant Observer Alfred 
Epps lleftl and Observer Bill Goodwin. 
Below right-Perhaps following· in his 
father's footsteps with Party 32, Help
er Barney Totten, IV, (center) with 
moral support from Field Clerk Tim 
Bowling lleft), who is now in Alaska, 
and Helper Weldon Wright, prepares 
to shoulder a blaster in one of the 
seven clearings that exist in the thicket 

woods out of Nacogdoches. 

On Labor Day the crew moved down the Texas coast 
to Bay City and shot nearby for two weeks . In actuality, 
we stood by waiting for the rain to cease during most of 
our time there. 

Corpus Christi was next on the agenda-certainly a 
"fine" location from which to operate during hurricane 
season. The prospect was situated in plowed fields , naked 
of all ground cover, thereby facilitating survey operations 
and the moving of the drill units. Drillers PERCY GIBBS 
and BILL SANDERSON, however, were simultaneously 
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Government officials attended an Open Day on the ship 
and were shown around by DAVE ARNDT, DAVE GOODMAN 
and Co-ordinator DoN HURSEY. Also while we were in 
Egypt, Navigation Engineer MICHAEL A. (MUTTLEY) 
GALLAWAY took off to see the sights of the Nile. Assistant 
Co-ordinator GARY CREWE and Gun Operator JOHN S. 
(DIGGER) TOMKINSON, now with Party 74, decided to 
sample the delights of Beirut, Lebanon. 

From Egypt it was back to Malta for a short while. 
Our Maltese cook's helper, C. C. (CHARLIE) BUGEJA, 
was pleased to see home again. In Malta we said goodby 
to JOHN ScHULSTAD and that much traveled Cook JEFF 
WITFORD. DAVE GOODMAN then took over as party man
ager, and we welcomed Cook H. A. (HARRY) HARVEY, 
who reckons that cooking for a seismic ship is a great 
change from that for hotels. We were soon to say goodby 
to sunny Malta, and everyone swears that there were tears 
from Gun Operators M. C. (MIKE) LUMLEY and JOHN 
BARRETT. Also at this time we los:t ROGER E. BARRETT, 
our digital technician, as he was reassigned to the London 
office. 

With Malta behind us and Galway in Ireland to follow, 
Observer PAT WALLACE, who originates from County 
Cork, was getting closer to home. The first places that we 
found in Galway were the " singing bars" and dance halls. 
It was here that Assistant Co-ordinator KEN FEE ran into 
the robust Irish spirit. Soon it was back to work, however, 
with a large, if rather uninspiring, prospect ahead. 

Once we were out at sea, land was occasionally sighted 
in the shape of the Faeroe Islands, which were, as Junior 
Observer DoN SNOOK put it, "an imposing pile of rocks." 
New Helpers DEVIN PORTWOOD, STEVE WOODS, and PETE 
BLAKE had just joined us and, after the normal few days 
of seasickness, were soon settled in. A large chunk of the 
prospect was soon finished before the Atlantic's large, 
winter rollers started to creep in. We added to our Irish 
contingent in Galway by hiring Helper BAMMON M. 
POWER and Cook's Helper T. J. (TOM) KELLY; also em
ployed there was a New Zealander, Helper JOHN W. 
NEWMAN. 

At this time a Satellite Navigation Phase IV System 
arrived, bringing with it Assistant Navigation Engineers 
PETER K. VOGEL and RICHARD w. OLSON. With Naviga
tor HENDRIK J. (HANKY) HENKES and Navigation Engi
neer MIKE CALLAWAY, they soon had the system and its 
integrated Loran C working. We were still waiting on the 
arrival of the doppler sonar, however, and with it came 
Supervisor of Navigation Instruments DAVE SHAVE, Navi
gation Engineer BRIAN HARDY, ToM O'BRIAN, and Instru
ment Supervisor JoE Buou from Houston. We "hot
footed" it for a short job (ho-hum) off the coast of Wales, 
in Cardigan Bay. Between bad weather and "teething" 
troubles with the doppler sonar (who said saber-toothed 
tigers were extinct?), the time came for dry-docking in 
Cork. 

The dry-docking went very smoothly-and so did the 
social life. In Cork there are six women to every man as 
Helper DAVE WINHALL and Digital Technician K. J . (MAC) 
McGRATH will readily verify. After the dry dock and a 
new SSB radio, fitted by Radio Engineer K. J. (KEL) 
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BROWN, it was back to Cardigan Bay and the bad weather. 
There we lost Helpers MIKE DELANEY and STEVE WOODS 
to other crews. Digital Operator RANDY MACDONALD 
reckoned that if the weather stayed bad much longer we 
would wear out the anchor. After six weeks to two months 
of constant bad weather that made work imposs ible, it was 
time to call it quits; and word came for us to sail for 
warmer climes. 

The engineers started the engines while the captain and 
the mate sorted out the charts. The seamen were soon 
happily throwing off the ropes because our next stop 
would be Gibraltar, taking them closer to their home 
country of Spain. 

PARTY 32-NACOGDOCHES, TEXAS 

GERALD JASKO, Reporter-Photographer 

Since reporting last in the Christmas 1973 issue of the 
PROFILE, Party 32 has been a machine in constant motion. 

We were placed on spike January 21 , 1974, and began 
our odyssey in the rolling hills and timber country of 
Texarkana, Texas. The crew operated out of Atlanta, 
Texas, for the duration of our two-and-a-half-month stay 
in this region. The springtime floods aptly coincided with 
our assignment to shoot several lines in the numerous 
river bottoms of this region. 

While wallowing in the mud and water, Party 32 was 
awarded a third Safety Dinner on May 17, 1974, and 
also informed that we would presently "be headin ' up 
yonder to Yankee country." Before we even had an op
portunity to have our dinner, June 1 arrived and we found 
ourselves in Mount Vernon, Illinois. Twenty days later 
Party 32 was in Vincennes, Indiana, famous site of George 
Rogers Clark's Revolutionary War victory, not to mention 
a fine bistro just across the border back in Illinois. The 
Independence Day weekend saw us moving to Evansville, 
Indiana ; however, Party Manager GEORGE B. (BARNEY) 
TOTTEN, III, surprised us when we returned from the 
holiday with "Pack up and head back to Texas." 

Back to Texas, at home and off spike, we finally were 
able to schedule our Safety Dinner. It was held in Com
merce, Texas, on July 26, 1974. Unfortunately, we were 
again spiking; so we drove up from Athens for the 
occasion. 

The thicket woods of eastern Texas, the favorite stomp
ing grounds of Surveyor CHARLES A. EDWARDS and com
pany, was our next destination as we nestled into the 
town of Lufkin. Two weeks and several worn-out ma
chetes later, CHARLES and his understudies, Surveyors 
BILL HICKAM and ASHLEY (LEE) DISOTELL, broke out . 
into the sunlight and found themselves headed down to 
the Gulf Coast city of Beaumont, Texas. This country is 
in the domain of the internationally famous and vicious 
Vidor spider-a critter with a wingspan in excess of eight 
inches and a web twice as sticky as molasses! In order to 
keep Observer BILL GOODWIN and Assistant Observer 
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BOBBIE B. OSBORN E off the streets at night during this 
time, we converted to a two-recording-truck operation to 
acquire more data traces. 

This area also found Cable Pusher EARL McRAINEY 
and his layout crew in the knee-deep mud of freshly 
harvested soybean fields, often requiring them to reach 
down into the water to scrape together enough mud to 
plant the jug above water. The crew stayed in this vicinity 
nearly three weeks, dodging tornadoes and Vidor spiders 
and trudging through the mud. 

SPRING 1975 

Left-Punching a hole for Party 32 
near Nacogdoches, Texas, are Drill 
Supervisor Paul Burch (left) and Helper 
Dean Brown. Helper John Edwards is 
busy completing a drill log report. 
Below left-Permit Agent B. G. !Billl 
Hightower pauses a minute from his 
work in the Party 32 office. Below 
center-Outfitting the shooters' back 
packs are Assistant Observer Alfred 
Epps lleftl and Observer Bill Goodwin. 
Below right-Perhaps following· in his 
father's footsteps with Party 32, Help
er Barney Totten, IV, (center) with 
moral support from Field Clerk Tim 
Bowling lleft), who is now in Alaska, 
and Helper Weldon Wright, prepares 
to shoulder a blaster in one of the 
seven clearings that exist in the thicket 

woods out of Nacogdoches. 

On Labor Day the crew moved down the Texas coast 
to Bay City and shot nearby for two weeks . In actuality, 
we stood by waiting for the rain to cease during most of 
our time there. 

Corpus Christi was next on the agenda-certainly a 
"fine" location from which to operate during hurricane 
season. The prospect was situated in plowed fields , naked 
of all ground cover, thereby facilitating survey operations 
and the moving of the drill units. Drillers PERCY GIBBS 
and BILL SANDERSON, however, were simultaneously 
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As the Party 32 crew moved from one pros
pect to another they saw a number of his
toric sites. Above-The Old Stone Fort, built 
in 1769, was used as a trading post, resi
dence, and defense against the Indians. It is 
now on the campus of Stephen F. Austin State 
University. Above right-This is the historical 
Halfway House, located near Nacogdoches, 
Texas, on the El Camino Real, North Amer
ica's oldest highway. Built in the 1830's, this 
original structure is 100 % authentic, with no 
restoration. Right-This beautiful home was 
built in the 1 SBO's by Roland Jones, rai lroad 
executive. It is typical of the older homes in 

Nacogdoches. 

plagued by blind holes and forced to drive several miles 
to obtain suitable water. Nonetheless they got the job 
done, PERCY with as many as 34 holes on some days. Rain 
is the nemesis of naked ground, and one hard, three-hour 
shower would chase us off the prospect for four days at 
a clip. Evenings in Corpus Christi would find various crew 
members enjoying the beaches, the fine Mexican food , or 
the entertainment at a certain downtown club. 

Mid-October found the crew finally returning "home" 
to Sulphur Springs, Texas- for two weeks. During this 
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month we had more miles of production than any of our 
client's other crews, exceeding even the numerous "Vib
roseis"® crews operating for this "major." 

On November 1 Party 32 spiked to Athens, for the 
third time in 197 4, and spent 14 days waiting for the 
rain to let up. Assistant Observer MrcHAEL (GOPHER) 
FRICKE joined us and helped wait out the rain. The crew 
moved its home on November 15 from Sulphur Springs to 
historic Nacogdoches, Texas. Aside from being the oldest 
town in Texas (founded 1594), Nacagdoches also is the 
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Top left-The Party 32 jug crew lays out the line along this Texas 
backroad near Nacogdoches to provide ready access for observation 
by the graduate students visiting the crew from the University of 
Houston. Above left-Old crew hands are eyeballing the buffet being 
offered in the field by the client for the crew and students. From 
the left are: Cable Pusher Earl McRainey, Observer "Wild Bill" 
Goodwin, Assistant Observer Bobby Osborne, Driller Percy Gibbs, and 

site of Stephen F. Austin State University, providing a 
rather unique blend of old Texas culture with the youth
ful energy of today's collegiate campus. The crew win
tered here in Nacogdoches where it was joined by crews 
from five other companies in addition to Western's own 
Party V-5. 

Our client honored us in a unique way this winter. Every 
year this client sponsors a field trip for a geophysical class 
at the University of Houston to expose the students to 
what they are studying in school. This year Western's 
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Helper Dean Brown (back to cameral. Top right-Professor Milton 
Dobrin (plaid shirt, center) describes seismometer emplacement tech
niques to his graduate class as they walk along the road for first
hand observation of a geophysical crew at work. Helper Billy Varner 
(far left) is plugging jugs into the takeout . Above-Drill Helper 
Jerry Whitaker Is easing a charge down a hole as Driller Bill San
derson (in hard hat, on road) explains procedures to the students. 

Party 32 was selected by the client to demonstrate actual 
operations to the budding geophysicists. This graduate 
class of 33 students, accompanied by Professor Milton 
Dobrin, head of the University's geophysical department 
and a well-known geophysicist, visited us on November 
23 . Also on hand for the working demonstrations were two 
client supervisors. The sponsor also provided a buffet lunch 
in the field for the guests and crew members. 

That about sums it up this time around, and good 
weather to one and all this spring! 
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rain to let up. Assistant Observer MrcHAEL (GOPHER) 
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Top left-The Party 32 jug crew lays out the line along this Texas 
backroad near Nacogdoches to provide ready access for observation 
by the graduate students visiting the crew from the University of 
Houston. Above left-Old crew hands are eyeballing the buffet being 
offered in the field by the client for the crew and students. From 
the left are: Cable Pusher Earl McRainey, Observer "Wild Bill" 
Goodwin, Assistant Observer Bobby Osborne, Driller Percy Gibbs, and 

site of Stephen F. Austin State University, providing a 
rather unique blend of old Texas culture with the youth
ful energy of today's collegiate campus. The crew win
tered here in Nacogdoches where it was joined by crews 
from five other companies in addition to Western's own 
Party V-5. 

Our client honored us in a unique way this winter. Every 
year this client sponsors a field trip for a geophysical class 
at the University of Houston to expose the students to 
what they are studying in school. This year Western's 
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Dobrin (plaid shirt, center) describes seismometer emplacement tech
niques to his graduate class as they walk along the road for first
hand observation of a geophysical crew at work. Helper Billy Varner 
(far left) is plugging jugs into the takeout . Above-Drill Helper 
Jerry Whitaker Is easing a charge down a hole as Driller Bill San
derson (in hard hat, on road) explains procedures to the students. 

Party 32 was selected by the client to demonstrate actual 
operations to the budding geophysicists. This graduate 
class of 33 students, accompanied by Professor Milton 
Dobrin, head of the University's geophysical department 
and a well-known geophysicist, visited us on November 
23 . Also on hand for the working demonstrations were two 
client supervisors. The sponsor also provided a buffet lunch 
in the field for the guests and crew members. 

That about sums it up this time around, and good 
weather to one and all this spring! 
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This is the countryside around the area In Wyoming in which Party 38 worked last fall. Snow-capped mountains are visible in the background. 

PARTY 38-LEMMON, SOUTH DAKOTA . 

R. R. WILSON, Reporter 
T. C. PACK, Photographer 

Party 38, one of Wesitem's newest shot-hole crews, has 
been firmly entrenched in the Rocky Mountains since the 
crew was put out in March 1974. Party Manager T. C. 
(ToM) PACK went from a brief stay with Party 9 in North 
Dakota to Billings, Montana, to set up the office and begin 
putting this new crew together for field operations in 
eastern Montana. 

Some very competent and experienced "doodlebuggers" 
helped Tom get his crew started off on the right foot. 
Keeping the survey crew lined out and well ahead of our 
drills was Surveyor K. w. (KEN) BEAZLEY and JOHN w. 
HA YES, our permit agent at that time. JOHN has since left 
us to become party manager of Party 9 in Dickinson, North 
Dakota. The last we heard JOHN was doing excellent work 
in his new position. 

Supplying the recording crew with fresh shot boles are 
Drillers LYNN w. NOTEBOOM and LARRY M . HAKES. The 
FETTIG brothers, TERRY and JERRY, and CURTIS CUM
MINGS, all helpers, drive the water trucks for the drills. 
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Under an overcast sky, with patches of snow underfoot, a Party 
38 drill crew is hard at work trying to finish the day's job in a 

river valley in Wyoming. 
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Party 38's recording crew, headed by Observer J. G. 
(JIM) HOLDEN, who is assisted by Assistant Observer R. 
A. (RoN) RosEN, keeps the drills busy. Cable Pusher R. 
R. (BOB) WILSON stays well occupied trying to keep up 
with his line crew. BoB's job is simplified by the very 
capable assistance of his truck drivers, Helpers WYATT 
SIMS and LENNY YOUNG. Working hard so that cables and 
geophones are out ahead of the jug hands are RANDY M. 
(HOOT) DIEFEL and R . E. (BOB) LEE, cable throwe:.:-s. 
Good at insuring fast, quiet geophone plants are Helpers 
RANDY L. SCHARDEIN and D. G. (DOUG) CROMWELL, 
who are assisted by STEVEN BUNNELLE, a very efficient 
shooter and survey helper. Taking care of the shooting end 
of our recording crew is Helper GREGORY HARCHARIK, 
better known among the crew as "The Munchkin," be
cause of his lack of height. 

After our recording crew got underway, it became ob
vious that we were going to need more drill power to stay 
ahead of the men. Soon more drillers and equipment 
started to show up. Drillers S. L. (STEVE) RooK, RoN 
HASELTON, w. J. (BILL) MOORE, and R. L (BOB) 
SMITH and Helpers AUDIE J. CHORNUK, BRIAN L. KOSKO
VICH, KEITH FISH, and D. F. (DAVE) BURTON joined our 
operation. 

Our permit man, R. A (BOB) ScHOEPPE, is constantly 
on the go to stay ahead of the drillers and surveyors. BoB 
moved from clerk to permit agent when JOHN HAYES trans
ferred to Party 9. Surveyors TERRY A ENG and MARK S. 
BIXBY and Helper S. P. (STEVE) JEFFERY assist KEN 
BEAZLEY with the surveying. 

Top right-Some of Party 38's field crew are 
piled on a truck like the Wyoming rocks on 
the hill behind them. In the group ore: Help
ers Randy Schardein, Bob Lee, Terry Fettig, 
Greg Ormiston, Doug Cromwell, Rondy Diefel, 
and Brion Koskovich, and Surveyor Mork 
Bixby and Field Clerk Mark Smith (far rightl. 
Center right-Looking over a map in the 
office in Lemmon, South Dakota, ore Porty 
Manager Tom Pack !left) and Permit Agent 
Bob Schoeppe. Right-Some of Porty 38's line 
crew lay out equipment on the horizon in the 
Wyoming hills as Coble Pusher Bob Wilson 
reaches a good point from which to observe. 
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This is the countryside around the area In Wyoming in which Party 38 worked last fall. Snow-capped mountains are visible in the background. 

PARTY 38-LEMMON, SOUTH DAKOTA . 

R. R. WILSON, Reporter 
T. C. PACK, Photographer 

Party 38, one of Wesitem's newest shot-hole crews, has 
been firmly entrenched in the Rocky Mountains since the 
crew was put out in March 1974. Party Manager T. C. 
(ToM) PACK went from a brief stay with Party 9 in North 
Dakota to Billings, Montana, to set up the office and begin 
putting this new crew together for field operations in 
eastern Montana. 

Some very competent and experienced "doodlebuggers" 
helped Tom get his crew started off on the right foot. 
Keeping the survey crew lined out and well ahead of our 
drills was Surveyor K. w. (KEN) BEAZLEY and JOHN w. 
HA YES, our permit agent at that time. JOHN has since left 
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Under an overcast sky, with patches of snow underfoot, a Party 
38 drill crew is hard at work trying to finish the day's job in a 

river valley in Wyoming. 
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Party 38's recording crew, headed by Observer J. G. 
(JIM) HOLDEN, who is assisted by Assistant Observer R. 
A. (RoN) RosEN, keeps the drills busy. Cable Pusher R. 
R. (BOB) WILSON stays well occupied trying to keep up 
with his line crew. BoB's job is simplified by the very 
capable assistance of his truck drivers, Helpers WYATT 
SIMS and LENNY YOUNG. Working hard so that cables and 
geophones are out ahead of the jug hands are RANDY M. 
(HOOT) DIEFEL and R . E. (BOB) LEE, cable throwe:.:-s. 
Good at insuring fast, quiet geophone plants are Helpers 
RANDY L. SCHARDEIN and D. G. (DOUG) CROMWELL, 
who are assisted by STEVEN BUNNELLE, a very efficient 
shooter and survey helper. Taking care of the shooting end 
of our recording crew is Helper GREGORY HARCHARIK, 
better known among the crew as "The Munchkin," be
cause of his lack of height. 

After our recording crew got underway, it became ob
vious that we were going to need more drill power to stay 
ahead of the men. Soon more drillers and equipment 
started to show up. Drillers S. L. (STEVE) RooK, RoN 
HASELTON, w. J. (BILL) MOORE, and R. L (BOB) 
SMITH and Helpers AUDIE J. CHORNUK, BRIAN L. KOSKO
VICH, KEITH FISH, and D. F. (DAVE) BURTON joined our 
operation. 

Our permit man, R. A (BOB) ScHOEPPE, is constantly 
on the go to stay ahead of the drillers and surveyors. BoB 
moved from clerk to permit agent when JOHN HAYES trans
ferred to Party 9. Surveyors TERRY A ENG and MARK S. 
BIXBY and Helper S. P. (STEVE) JEFFERY assist KEN 
BEAZLEY with the surveying. 

Top right-Some of Party 38's field crew are 
piled on a truck like the Wyoming rocks on 
the hill behind them. In the group ore: Help
ers Randy Schardein, Bob Lee, Terry Fettig, 
Greg Ormiston, Doug Cromwell, Rondy Diefel, 
and Brion Koskovich, and Surveyor Mork 
Bixby and Field Clerk Mark Smith (far rightl. 
Center right-Looking over a map in the 
office in Lemmon, South Dakota, ore Porty 
Manager Tom Pack !left) and Permit Agent 
Bob Schoeppe. Right-Some of Porty 38's line 
crew lay out equipment on the horizon in the 
Wyoming hills as Coble Pusher Bob Wilson 
reaches a good point from which to observe. 
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Posing in the snow outside a Party 38 recording truck out in the 
field where they are working in South Dakota are Observer Jim 

Holden !left) and Assistant Observer Ron Rosen. 

Aiding ToM PACK in the office with the enormous 
amounrt of paperwork and insuring that our paychecks 
arrive on time is Field Clerk MARK SMITH. MARK came to 
Party 38 when T. J. WHALEY had to take a leave of ab
sence due to illness. 

The crew had its headquarters in Billings, Montana, 
until early in December when we moved to Lemmon, 
South Dakota. While headquartered in Billings, Party 38 
did a lot of work in rugged mountain country. The work 
in Lemmon is welcome after that in the mountains, which 
offered a lot of "drag-outs" for the recording crew and 
water drilling for the drill crew. 

TOM and JERI PACK'S baby boy BRIAN, born last June, 
gets all the attention he can stand from ToM's crew, who 
still call him "Six Pack," the nickname they gave him just 
after he was born. 

At this time everyone is trying to get settled in Lemmon, 
where the housing is somewhat limited. About half of the 
crew are staying in motels and hotels. The only ones who 
are always "at home" are Assistant Observer R. A. (RON) 
RosEN and his wife DEANNA, who own a Winnebago 
motor home. 

During the holiday break Party 38 spread out rather 
thin, with members of the crew going to Texas, Mississippi, 
California, Michigan, and many points in between to spend 
their 12-day break. 

That covers our crew fairly well as it continues to mee.t 
the challenges that doodlebuggin' in the Rockies has to 
offer. Until our next writing, this is "30" from Party 38. 

left-Ready to move on to the next shot point near Lemmon, South Dakota, are Party 38 Helpers 
Greg Harcharik !left}, L. l . (Lenny) Church, and Bob lee. Right-Drilling amidst the snow and 

slush of an early winter are Helper Audie Chornuk !left) and Driller Larry Hakes. 

Above-Doing a little maintenance work while his helper 
has gone for more water is Driller Steve Rook, Party 38. 
Above right-The survey crew is just in from their field 
work in South Dakota. They are, from the left: Surveyors 
Terry Eng and Ken Beazley and Helper Steve Jeffrey. Right 
-Party 38 Field Clerk Mark Smith is at his desk with pen-

cils in hand, ready to go to work. 

PARTY 8- WOODLAND, CALIFORNIA 

ALLEN CARNEY, Reporter 
ALLEN CARNEY and BRUCE FINKBEINER, Photographers 

Party 8 is well into its fourth year of operations from 
Woodland, California. We were joined by several other 
crews this past summer and expect their return next sum
mer. At the time of this writing we are anticipating a move 
to the south of here for the winter (if winter ever gets 
here). 

Party Manager STEWART w. MITCHELL and wife ANITA 
have recently become grandparents of a bright-eyed little 
girl, CHERIE DAWN. Her parents are the MITCHELLS' 
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daughter PATTI and her husband, Helper DWIGHT MED
DOCK. Not to be outdone, Chief Observer CALVIN C. WIL
LIAMS and wife GLORIA are proud parents of a new little 
boy, JACOB PETER. 

CAL is ably assisted on the job by Assistant Observer 
JAMES L. MCCOLLAM, JR., Shooter PAUL E. RHYNE, 
Cable-pushers ALAN E. GRAY and BART A. MAXWELL, 
and Helpers ROBERT P. YETT, RoGER G. HOLME, JOHN 

As Driller-Mechanic Eildon Fink
beiner leads the way through the 
fields near Woodland, California, 
other Party 8 rigs try to keep up. 
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Showing Assistant Party Manager 
Allen Carney (right) what drilling 
is all about is Party 8 Driller-

Mechanic Eildon Finkbeiner. 

E. LITTLE, JAMES w. SCOTT, EDWARD s. WHITTAKER, and 
JOHN L. BECK. 

We are pleased to announce that CAL recently received 
a 20-Year Service Pin, presented by Supervisor NOLEN A. 
WEBB, of Bakersfield, California. 

A new development this year has required us to fill aJl 
of our shot holes with cement. To beat the high cost of 
renting cement trucks, we decided to build our own. With 

the help of Shop Supervisor 0 . A. (OLLIE) KREIN from 
Alaska, Driller-Mechanic EILDON D. FINKBEINER put to
gether quite a machine! This requirement created a new 
job on "doodlebug" crews, and it is being handled here by 
Helpers KELLY D. CARPENTER and LARRY H. BAIRD. 

Permit Agents ROBERT L. COOPER and v AUGHN A. 
HACKETT have joined forces with Surveyors Gus AR
MENTA and DAVE GODBOUT in trying to keep ahead of 
Drillers EILDON FINKBEINER, ROD LUND, FRED D. LEO
NARD, STEVE w. EDWARDS, and JIM SNOW, and their 
helpers, TRACE K. RANKIN, JOHN R. MOSELEY, and JERRY 
D. HALL. It is, however, always a close race. 

Our new field clerk, SKIP MEANS, is being trained by 
the party manager's assistant, ALLEN CARNEY. 

Everyone on Party 8 is especially proud of our safety 
record. We recently held an overdue Safety Dinner. Since 
that we have now earned another one and are well on our 
way to a third. 

The Safety Dinner for Party 8 was a lot of fun and was 
enjoyed by all. What really made it a worthwhile occasion 
was the very pleasant fact that all of our employees had 
gone to work healthy and returned home healthy for six 
consecutive months. 

We would like to take this occasion to thank Safety 
Engineer C. L. (CHET) HALE for his efforts, both on the 
crew and through frequent correspondence, in promoting 
safety on the job. He has certainly helped us to create an 
atmosphere of safety importance. 

"Did the drillers catch the surveyors?" 
The men in this Party 8 line-up near 

Woodland, California, know. 

SPRING 1975 

Required to fill shot holes with cement, Party 8 beat the high 
cost of renting -cement mixers by building this one of its own. 
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". , . and a good time was had by all!" Party l's first Safety 
Dinner was truly a memorable event honoring a safe and healthy 
six-month period for the crew In Woodland, California. Above
Safely waiting for dinner to be served are, clockwise from top 
left: Rose !Mrs. Rodi Lund, Elsie (Mrs. Eildonl Finkbeiner, Dora 
Naverretti, Helpers John Little and Robert Yett, Chief Observer 
Cal Williams, Gloria Williams, and Driller Rod Lund. Above right 
-Enjoying themselves are: standing, Driller-Mechanic Eildon Fink
beiner Cleft) and Helper Robert Yett; seated, back row from the 

Party 8 Chief Observer Calvin Williams (right) is congratulated 
on receiving his 20-Year Service Pin by Supervisor Nolen Webb. 

left, Driller Jim Snow and Helpers Roger Holme and John Beck, 
Assistant Observer Jim McCollam, Jr., and Helper Alan Groy and 
wife Janet, and, front row from the left, Mickey !Mrs. Choyl 
Cobler and Cindy (Mrs. Roni Larsen (now in Alaska with their 
husbands), Debbie (Mrs. Jim) Snow, Carolyn (Mrs. John) Beck, 
Sandy Godbout, and Surveyor Dave Godbout. Below right-At 
the head table Anna (Mrs. Allen) Carney (from the left) and 
Anita Mitchell enjoy a joke. Party Manager Stewart Mitchell must 
have been left out or did not think It funny. 

PARTY V-30-DAR ES SALAAM, TANZANIA • 

GARRY NEIS, Reporter 
RON PRICE, Photographer 

Party V-30 found Hs home in the lion country of Tan
zania, led by Resident Manager RONALD W. (SIMBA) 
PRICE. (RoN's nickname means "lion" in Swahili.) From 
his "den" in Dar es Salaam he roars. out orders to the field 
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crew via Party Manager GARRY A. NEIS. Both RoN and 
GARRY are waiting for the first additions to their families. 
Their wives, JANE and WENDY, are both in Canada. 

Trying to keep his new crew on line and learn how to 
say " tum the rod over" in Swahili is Surveyor CHUCK 
HARRIS. Patiently awaiting the outcome is Surveyor KEN 
MILLER. CHUCK and KEN can be heard muttering, "Why 
did I leave the desert for this?" as they try to keep the 
"cats" on line. (Some of the men on Party V-30 came from 
Sahara Desert crews.) The cats are run by the "Fearsome 
Foursome" comprised of Mechanic HAROLD JOHNSON, 
MIKE O'CONNOR, JOHN PENROSE, and SYD DRUMGOON. 
Vibrator Mechanic RICH CURTIS chews his fingernails as 
he waits for the Fearsome Foursome to return to camp. 

Grumbling that 1the Foursome are leaving holes in the 
line to slow them down are Observers RICK GRAYES and 
MIKE PARKES as they navigate the "Moon Buggy" (re
corder) down the line. Vibrator Technician JoHN F. LAR
SON, Mechanic DAVE BOURASSA, and Vibrator Operator 
CHUCK HAUCK are learning Swahili the fasitest. It seems, 
though, that the Swahili learned is not all technical. Bring
ing up the rear are the "Dynamic Drilling Duo" of Drillers 
L. R. (LEN) BLUNDEN and CARL w. (SMILEY) MARLETT. 

Mechanics FRANK VLOERBERGH and LES TAVENER 
are amazed that all of the new equipment takes so much 
attention. Still trying to keep track of all of the spare equip
ment is Field Service Engineer MIKE HARDESTY. Party 
Manager JOHN L. SCHULSTAD, with his wife CAROLYN, is 
chasing around Dar es Salaam, expediting for the crew. 
JOHN always seems to be mumbling, "Feed them beans." 
Waiting on the first weathering records is Seismologist 
BRUCE M. HELSTROM. Our pilot, RICK NELSON, is living 
the "life of Riley" as he waits to fly the crew back and 
forth on break. 

Finally, helping to get it all together at the start are 
traveling specialists, Radio Engineer K. J. BROWN, Instru
ment Supervisor Guy HANCOCK, Senior Research Geo
physicrst RALPH A. LANDRUM, JR., and Field Supervisor 
DALTON TAYLOR. 

This "moon buggy" lso called by the crew of Party V-301 is ac
tually the recorder that they are using in their Tanzanian work. 

Above-"Would you like It higher, Mr. lrown?" Party Man
ager Garry Nels (topl and Mechanic Sycl Drumgoon hang on 
to their precarious positions while Driller Smlley Marlett and 
Radio Engineer Kel lrown make the decision for this Party 
V-30 antenna rl99lng In Tanzania. hlow-Thls Y·30 staging 
area Is where th• equipment Is held until the permanent 
camp Is set up. The men call this spot the "Coconut Grove." 
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PARTY V-21-WILLOWS, CALIFORNIA 

DA VE KROCHAK, Reporter-Photographer 

It has been some time since Party V-21 has reported to 
the PROFILE but that is because we are so busy shaking-up 
northern California. Our location is Willows-city of ex
citement and many things to do(?). 

The crew really got rolling doing a "spike" job in 
Nevada. Then, conveniently because everyone was broke, 
it was time to go to a new prospect in southern California. 
About that time Canadian Observer DAVE KROCHAK joined 
the crew 1and has enjoyed California tremendously-not 
the heat, but the many recreational activities! 

Led by Party Manager DELMAR E. HILL, this crew has 
set some production records in California in spite of the 
rough terrain in some of the areas. The men enjoyed 
working in southern California. We were close to the 
beach and had some great "weenee" roasts, as Vibrator 
Operator STANLEY KOPPER, JR., put it. 

Then came the great news that we were headed for 
Willows for a nice hot summer. Coaxed by two vibrator 
operators and residents of Willows, CARL G. PONCIANO 

The dune buggy at left is used for many jobs, such as taking gas 
to the recorder and transporting the men of Party V-21 to their 

From left to right, Surveyors Phil Pinney and Mark Michaelsen 
and Helper Joe Selmer have put out many flags to keep the Party 
V-21 crew busy during their summer In northern California. 

vehicles. They are working on a California beach. In the curve 
at the left center can be seen a bit of the vast Pacific Ocean. 

Cows graze peacefully In the pasture while Party V-21 Helpers 
Russ Gentry and Roland Ludlow wait to pick up on the completion 

of another line in this rural California setting. 

and KEN J. BERGLUND, everyone wanted to move there. 
It was not very long until we were eating up the miles 
through the rice paddies. 

After getting the " juggies" to do a great day's work, 
Assistant Observer DouG GREEN surely enjoyed his re
freshments in the evening. DouG has since left us to visit 
the Eskimos in Alaska. We wish him the best and hope to 
see him again if the polar bears do not get him. 

Doing a fine job of helping DA V:E KROCHAK is Assistant 
Observer MIKE E. BRINKER, from Missouri. He is kept 
busy fixing jugs while every now ·and then DAVE sits 'til the 
wee hours of the morning replacing cable heads. 

Cable-pusher R. D. (RICK) ANDERSON and Cable-truck 
Drivers RUSSELL A. GENTRY and TROY D. WEBB have 
been doing a fantastic job of training our new hires to 
become veteran " jug-stompers." RicK's dog, Boo, has 
made the crew as a part-time helper because she can get 
cables through the culverts under highways. 

Completing the recording crew are veteran Helpers 
DAVID M. FULLWOOD, BILL (ROAD-SLEEPING) PETERS, 
MIKE (BEE-BITTEN) SPURLOCK, and KEVIN L. HOWARD. 
JESSE PEREZ, LARRY SMITH, FRANK G. HYETT, and TIM
OTHY N. RUSHING joined us from Party V-23. 

Always busy laying out more line to keep the recording 
crew at work, is Surveyor MARK B. MICHAELSEN, assisted 
by Helper JOSEPH G. SELMER and Surveyor PHILIP D. 
PINNEY. 

Our original vibrator-mechanic, Guy A SMITH, has 
left us and is now party manager-vibrator mechanic wilth 
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Above-Party V-21 Cable-truck Driver Rick Anderson is kept 
busy moving signs. Most of the program was on country 
roads and highways in northern California. Below-Assis
tant Observer Mike Brinker (from the left), Vibrator Me
chanic Harris Asay, and Party Manager Del Hill are discuss
ing the attributes of Del's new car. It replaces his 1969 
model, which rolled over 180,000 miles for Party V-21. 
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made the crew as a part-time helper because she can get 
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by Helper JOSEPH G. SELMER and Surveyor PHILIP D. 
PINNEY. 
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left us and is now party manager-vibrator mechanic wilth 

SPRING 1975 

Above-Party V-21 Cable-truck Driver Rick Anderson is kept 
busy moving signs. Most of the program was on country 
roads and highways in northern California. Below-Assis
tant Observer Mike Brinker (from the left), Vibrator Me
chanic Harris Asay, and Party Manager Del Hill are discuss
ing the attributes of Del's new car. It replaces his 1969 
model, which rolled over 180,000 miles for Party V-21. 



Party V-18. We wish him the best. Vibrator Mechanic 
HARRIS H. ASAY has taken up Guy's duties and keeps 
the vibrators going with the help of Operators STAN KOP
PER, R. P. (BOB) STRANSKY, R. J. (BOB) ADAMS, and a 
new hire, Helper J. T. HART. HARRIS transferred to us 
from Party Y-27, so welcome to Y-21. He and wife 
MARION, together with children CAREY and AMIE, have 
moved their fifth-wheel trailer to Willows. 

Permit Agents BUDDY VAN WAGENEN and JAMES C. 
BREWER are traveling most of the time permiting new 
lines in several different areas. With the winter season 
ahead of us they are sometimes given short notice to permit 
as some places are impossible to work when it rains. 

We have seen some different faces for clerks this year. 
J. W. (JIM) RUFFIN left us for duties overseas in Algeria. 
S. T. (STEVE) FISHER is leaving to go back to college in 
Chico; so, GERALD K. DUNCAN has come to us from Party 
V-23 to assume the clerking duties. 

One of the highlights for the crew was a spike job in 
northern California. Everyone enjoyed fishing on the beach 
during non-working hours. One line ran on a sandy beach, 
and it provided quite an experience. All were towed by a 
"cat" except RICK ANDERSON, who got around with the 4 
x 4 better than a dune buggy. Because of tides, the clock 
was watched closely so that the cables would be picked up 
before high tide. The mountain scenery was fantastic. 
DAVE, DouG, and RICK spent two days fishing in hopes of 
catching a huge salmon, but failed in their efforts. "We 
saw many that were about 20 inches long, leaping through 
the water, but they wouldn't bite." 

A party was thrown for the crew by Party Manager DEL 
HILL and Field Supervisor JERRY PATRICK to honor the 
men's efforts in that area. We thank them; everyone had 
a great time. We all stayed after the party to watch the 
sunset on the beach. It was a colorful scene of a bright, 
red sun mixed with grey-orange clouds, shining on the 
waves of the Pacific. 

All good things must come to an end; so after a month 
of fun and work, we headed back to Willows. 

Our "old pro,'' STAN KOPPER, uses a rented trailer to 
move his belongings. Almost everyone knows STAN, "THE 
PACK RAT." In northern California he spent many hours 
digging for shells and picking up pieces of driftwood. He 
even convinced DAVE and MIKE to get some redwood 
burls. Some of STAN must be wearing off on DAVE be
cause he bought a van so that he could carry his belong
ings, too. 

In closing, Party V-21 would like to wish our fellow 
Westerners a very happy 1975. 
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Above-Assistant Observer Mike Brinker proudly watches as 
his Instruments operate at peak efficiency. Below-Cana
dian Observer Dave Krochak analyzes a corrti lation. "I think 
we have the right combination." They are with Party V-21. 

down Western's line 
for 30 years 

RAVITY and John G. Ferguson are practically synony-
mous in Western Geophysical circles and have been 

for 30 years, since October 13, 1944, when "Ferg" joined 
the Company as a gravity crew party chief. Today he is the 
supervisor of gravity interpretation and is in the Houston 
office. 

Born in Leesville, Louisiana, this Westerner had earned 
his B.S. degree in electrical engineering from Texas A&M 
and worked five years for a gravity meter contractor in 
Houston and two years with the Naval Ordnance Labora
tory in Washington, D.C ., before that October 13 30 
years ago. FoJlowing promotions to assistant supervisor 
and, in 1951 , to full supervisor, he was put in charge of 
all of Western's gravity work in late 1955 . 

During his first 27 years with our Company, Ferg's 
duties took him to all oil-producing or oil-potential parts 
of the United States, including the North Slope and other 
parts of Alaska. Also, he supervised crews in South 
America, Africa, and the Middle East and traveled to the 
Orient on business, all from his then home base of Shreve
port, Louisiana. In June 197 t the F ergusons and the 
Monroe Taylors were the last Westerners to leave Shreve
port for the Houston area. As Ferg's gravity expertise was 
needed here in data processing and interpretation , he then 
gave up his globe-trotting. 

The move to Houston made another change in this 
supervisor's life. Golf had been his prime outside activity 
in Shreveport, but in Houston he switched his enthusiasm 
to fishing. Now the sign "Gone fishing" can be seen on the 
door of Ferg's home at every opportunity he has to engage 
in that sport. When living in Louisiana, he had been presi
dent of the Shreveport Swim Oub, at that time the city's 
only AAU swim club. 

Ferg's charming and attractive wife, Kathryn, also made 
some changes in her life with the move to Houston. For 
15 years she had taught kindergartners in an elite private 
school in Shreveport. She gave up teaching and devoted 
much time to reading and travel. Then two years ago she 
became interested in gardening. According to Ferg, she 
has long since filled their patio and moved on outside. 

The Fergusons have two children who grew up on the 
"doodlebug trail. " Paul, the older, upon graduating from 
Georgia Tech in electrical engineering, was employed by 
IBM. One of his assignments was being in charge of his 
company's part in the second Saturn launching. After that 
Paul asked for a transfer from Cape Kennedy, and IBM 
promoted him and moved him and his family to Raleigh, 
North Carolina, where they still live. His family consists 

SPRING 1915 

Western's gravity veteran, Supervisor John G. !Ferg) Ferguson 
lleftl, and his attractive wife, Kathryn (center), were entertained 
by President Booth B. Strange lrightl and wife Laura In the 
Stranges' home on the occasion of Ferg's 30th anniversary with 
the Company last October 13. The host and honorees reflect on 
the good times that they have shared during these 30 yean. 

of wife Jonna and their son David, now 9 years old. 
Many Westerners will remember the many swimming 

awards won by the Fergusons' daughter Kate at and for the 
Shreveport Swim Oub. Kate later was graduated from the 
University of the Americas in Mexico. She became ex
tremely fond of that country and is teaching English in a 
school in San Miguel de Allende and swims now only for 
fun. Kate has a 4-year-old daughter, Erin, who is, her 
grandfather says, a "live wire." Erin is also bilingual and 
"talking most of the time." 

Ferg's extensive knowledge and detailed experience in 
gravity work, his conscientious and deliberate procedures, 
and his sense of humor have made him a great asset to 
Western the past 30 years, and we are happy that he is 
continuing that service. 
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down Western's line 
for 25 years 

As OF THE END of 1974 a total of 85 employees had 
been awarded Western Geophysical 25-Year Service 

Pins! This number was reached during the last quarter of 
the year when these four men achieved this milestone: R . 
L. Nicholls, Galveston, Texas; B. B. Thigpen, Houston; 
Edward Selzer, Calgary, Canada; and L. J. Dunn, London. 

Mention the 12th of the month to Robert L. (Bob l 
Nicholls, manager of Western's marine transport division, 
and if it is in any one of five months, he will tell you that 
it is a " red-letter day" for him. October is one of the five as 
it was on October 12, 1949, that he started to work for 
Western. (The other " 12th's" are in June, marriage to 
Catherine; July, birth of his second daughter; September, 
his birthday; and January, the day he quit smoking, in 
1973!) 

Bob's first Western assignment was as a junior drafts
man on Party 13, which he joined in Meadville, Missis
sippi. Less than a year later he became an assistant com
puter; and as he traveled the "doodlebug trail," he rose to 
party manager, in January 1952. Then in March 1953 
Bob was summoned to New Orleans to become head of 
the original Party 70. Before he moved to Pascagoula, 
Mississippi, in February 1964; he had worked offshore 

Marine Transport Division Manager R. L. (Bobl Nicholls !left) 
receives his 25-Year Service Pin and congra tulations from Senior 
Vice President Neal P. Cramer in the latter's office in Houston. 
Following this they were accompanied to lunch by President Booth 
B. Strange and Senior Vice President Howard Dingman. When the 
president congratulated him, Bob replied, "Sometimes I despaired 
of getting to 25 years. I thought that if I didn't quit, I would be 
fired." Well, he did make it to 25, and he is still going strong. 

Texas, Louisiana, Mississippi, and Florida; on land opera
tions in Mississippi, western Texas, and New Mexico; and 
in foreign marine operations offshore Spanish Sahara, 
Spanish Guinea, and Cabinda. 

The move to Pascagoula was brought on by Western's 
need of an office and manager for its expanding geo
physical fleet. Pascagoula was selected as the site of the 
office of the marine transport division and Bob as manager 
of it. In addition to managing this large fleet, Bob and his 
staff also supervise the maintenance and operations of the 
ships and are in charge of the ships' crews of the Western
owned vessels. 

Bob moved from Pascagoula to Galveston in November 
1969 when an MTD office, a dock, a ship-fitting shop, and 
a berthing slip wide enough to handle two ships side by 
side were built as a part of Western's new laboratory and 
shops on Pelican Island. As manager of the MTD Bob has 
visited over 50 foreign countries. His brother Chic (West
ern Vice President C. W. Nicholls, Singapore) has said, 
"I guess that I'm the only guy in the Company who can get 
in trouble (with ships) and holler, 'I want my brother'
and he comes!" Less than a year after moving to Galves
ton, Bob became a member of the Propellor Club of the 
United States, a national organization of persons who are 
engaged in the maritime industry. 

A native of Willow Grove, New Jersey, and a United 
States Army veteran, Bob likes all spectator sports. He is 
not, however, one who gets all of his sports by just sitting, 
either in a stadium or in front of a television set. He goes 
fishing and crabbing whenever possible and plays golf 
every week. To this latter he adds, "Provided Western 
problems don't interfere." (A typical Westerner comment!) 
His greatest athletic thrill was his eagle on the par 5 sixth 
hole at the Dickinson Country Club. 

Not one to be idle, wife Catherine works in catalog sales 
for Sears, Roebuck and Co. Like Bob, she is an avid 
golfer and also a fisherwoman. Both take a golf cart only 
if the weather is very hot; otherwise they walk the 18 
holes. After 25 years with Western, they still have, as Bob 
puts it, some stamina left. 

Bob and Catherine have three daughters. Cathy 25, is 
married to Malcolm Sowell and lives in Ocean Springs, 
Mississippi. Barbara, 24, an R.N. , is employed by the 
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Visiting Nurses Association and calls on shut-in patients 
in their homes. Rosemary, 22, is secretary with a Houston 
mortgage company. Both reside in Houston. 

"I've been weJl documented in the PROFILES," said 
Vice President Ben B. Thigpen when the subject of his 25 
years' service with Western came up. It is true that he was 
"documented" as recently as ]ate 1973 on his promotion 
to vice president-instrumentation and field services, but a 
brief review of that documentation is certainly in order 
for such an important occasion as his 25th anniversary 
with the Company. 

This expert in instrumentation became a Westerner on 
October 30, 1949, . when he was hired as an assistant ob
server for Party 52. Then, as he moved about with various 
Western crews, Ben moved up to observer and chief ob
server. Four years after joining the Company he was pro
moted to assistant observer (instrumelll) supervisor and 
assigned to work out of the Mid-Continent office in 
Shreveport, Louisiana. In another three years the "assis
tant" was removed from his title, and in 1966 he was made 
a full supervisor; in 1969, a manager of operations and 

"You've come a long way, Ben,'' President Booth B. Strange lleftl 
seems to be saying to Ben B. Thigpen, vice president-instrumenta
tion and field services, who began his Western career as assistant 
computer on October 30, 1949. Here Ben has just received his 
25-Year Service Pin, after which the president and a few close 
friends took him to lunch to celebrate the memorable event. 

digital systems; and in 1973, a vice president. He heads 
the instrumentation laboratory in Houston. 

As vice president Ben is responsible for field services, 
digital systems planning, and all other recording equip
ment development. He has always been one to keep up to 
date in the fields of electronics and digital equipment no 
matter how rapid and dramatic the advancements. Along 
this line Ben himself has contributed to many of Westem's 
inventions and patents. As for field service, he has had 
plenty of that, too. For years he has been "on call" for 
emergencies at any hour and has responded to them all 
over the world. In fact, he says that it would be easier to 
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list the countries in which he has not worked than those in 
which he has (so we compromised by not listing any) . 

A native of Lamesa, Texas, Ben had served as a second 
lieutenant in the chemical corps and earned his B.S. degree 
in electrical engineering from Texas A&M University 
before joining Western. He later became a member of the 
Society of Exploration Geophysicists and is a member of 
its technical standards committee and sub-committee on 
polarity standards. His hobbies have ranged from bridge 
and fishing to his current ones of chess and electronics. 
Also, about a year or so ago he bought an old organ, 
"fixed it up," and then found a good organ teacher. 

That organ teacher is his lovely wife, Barbara, who has 
students in piano, as well as organ. Ben and Barbara share 
other interests, too, such as two sons, Travis La Grone, 
24, and Forest, 22. Travis is married and lives in Houston. 
Forest a]so resides there, but his work requires extensive 
travel out of town. 

A 25-Year Service Pin went to Western of Canada for 
Edward Selzer, Calgary. Ed started his career with Western 
Geophysical of America on November 7, 1949, as an 
assistant observer. He was assigned to one of Western's 
first crews to work in Canada, Party 36 in Davidson, 
Saskatchewan. 

Equipped with an electrical engineering degree from the 
University of Saskatchewan, Ed made rapid progress from 
assistant observer to instrument supervisor. He was pro
moted to this position and transferred to the Calgary office 
in September 1951. At the time he had been working for 
two months in the Company's Hope Street shop in Los 
Angeles. 

Today Ed is respected as one of the best engineers in 
his field of electronics. Through a lot of study on his own 

It is a happy day in the Calgary office of Western of Canada as 
Instrument Supervisor Edward Seber (rightl receives his 25-Year 
Service Pin and congratulations from J. Warner Loven, vice presi
dent and operations manager of Western's Canadian subsidiary. 
The setting, the instrument shop in Calgary, is entire ly appropriate 
as Ed started with Western, on November 7, 1949, as an assistant 
observer and has become a respected expert in instrumentation. 
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Mississippi. Barbara, 24, an R.N. , is employed by the 
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Visiting Nurses Association and calls on shut-in patients 
in their homes. Rosemary, 22, is secretary with a Houston 
mortgage company. Both reside in Houston. 

"I've been weJl documented in the PROFILES," said 
Vice President Ben B. Thigpen when the subject of his 25 
years' service with Western came up. It is true that he was 
"documented" as recently as ]ate 1973 on his promotion 
to vice president-instrumentation and field services, but a 
brief review of that documentation is certainly in order 
for such an important occasion as his 25th anniversary 
with the Company. 

This expert in instrumentation became a Westerner on 
October 30, 1949, . when he was hired as an assistant ob
server for Party 52. Then, as he moved about with various 
Western crews, Ben moved up to observer and chief ob
server. Four years after joining the Company he was pro
moted to assistant observer (instrumelll) supervisor and 
assigned to work out of the Mid-Continent office in 
Shreveport, Louisiana. In another three years the "assis
tant" was removed from his title, and in 1966 he was made 
a full supervisor; in 1969, a manager of operations and 

"You've come a long way, Ben,'' President Booth B. Strange lleftl 
seems to be saying to Ben B. Thigpen, vice president-instrumenta
tion and field services, who began his Western career as assistant 
computer on October 30, 1949. Here Ben has just received his 
25-Year Service Pin, after which the president and a few close 
friends took him to lunch to celebrate the memorable event. 

digital systems; and in 1973, a vice president. He heads 
the instrumentation laboratory in Houston. 

As vice president Ben is responsible for field services, 
digital systems planning, and all other recording equip
ment development. He has always been one to keep up to 
date in the fields of electronics and digital equipment no 
matter how rapid and dramatic the advancements. Along 
this line Ben himself has contributed to many of Westem's 
inventions and patents. As for field service, he has had 
plenty of that, too. For years he has been "on call" for 
emergencies at any hour and has responded to them all 
over the world. In fact, he says that it would be easier to 
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list the countries in which he has not worked than those in 
which he has (so we compromised by not listing any) . 
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polarity standards. His hobbies have ranged from bridge 
and fishing to his current ones of chess and electronics. 
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other interests, too, such as two sons, Travis La Grone, 
24, and Forest, 22. Travis is married and lives in Houston. 
Forest a]so resides there, but his work requires extensive 
travel out of town. 

A 25-Year Service Pin went to Western of Canada for 
Edward Selzer, Calgary. Ed started his career with Western 
Geophysical of America on November 7, 1949, as an 
assistant observer. He was assigned to one of Western's 
first crews to work in Canada, Party 36 in Davidson, 
Saskatchewan. 

Equipped with an electrical engineering degree from the 
University of Saskatchewan, Ed made rapid progress from 
assistant observer to instrument supervisor. He was pro
moted to this position and transferred to the Calgary office 
in September 1951. At the time he had been working for 
two months in the Company's Hope Street shop in Los 
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It is a happy day in the Calgary office of Western of Canada as 
Instrument Supervisor Edward Seber (rightl receives his 25-Year 
Service Pin and congratulations from J. Warner Loven, vice presi
dent and operations manager of Western's Canadian subsidiary. 
The setting, the instrument shop in Calgary, is entire ly appropriate 
as Ed started with Western, on November 7, 1949, as an assistant 
observer and has become a respected expert in instrumentation. 
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time, he has kept abreast of the rapid advancements in 
seismic recording instrumentation. Ed is a perfectionist; 
and when he says that a recorder is ready to go to the field, 
the instrument problems will be minimal. He has worked 
around the clock many times on recorders to meet contract 
deadlines. 

This Canadian was born in Grand Forks, British 
Columbia, and served in the armed forces. In spite of the 
time Ed spends on the job, he has managed to do most of 
the finishing work, including the masonry, on his beautiful 
home in northwest Calgary. Also, having a bit of sporting 
blood, Ed spends his lunch hours at the stock exchange. 
He is devoted to his family, his lovely wife Lynn and his 
son and daughter. We all in Western are very fortunate to 
have such high calibre people as Ed on our team. 

Usually on the presentation of such pins, several of the 
person's "old-timer" friends get together with him and 
have an enjoyable time reminiscing. The rest of us West
erners miss these interesting and often fascinating tales, 
but now we have a chance to be in on such a "session" as 
one man reminisced as he gave the Editor his history in a 
letter. Therefore, for this man, instead of the usual account 
written in this office, such as the foregoing, we are telling 
his story in his own words by sharing his letter with you , 
interspersed with some additional facts that he did not 
include, knowing that we already had them. Following is 
Vice President Leo J. Dunn's account of his 25 years with 
Western: 

"I started work in Stettler, Alberta, (October 24, 1949) 
on Party F-50, and Al Knox was the party chief. I worked 
in and around the Alberta foothills until November 1, 
1950, when I was transferred to (the Late) Ray Whitt's 
crew in Greybull, Wyoming. After becoming a party chief 
on Party 35 on January I, 1952, I stayed in the Rocky 
Mountains until September 1953. Then I moved Party 20 
to Crane, Texas, to start a three-month contract for (name 
of client). Four and a half years and 25 west Texas towns 
later we were still working for (same client), and I was 
promoted to supervisor and transferred to Venezuela. 

"Arriving in Caracas (Venezuela) on December 30, 

Leo J. Dunn !leftl, vice president-Europe and Africa operations, 
had his 25-Year Service Pin hand-carried from Houston and pre
sented lo him in his London office by J. M. (Jim) Hornsby, vice 
president-data processing, on October 24, 25 years to the day 
that Leo joined Western as an assistant computer. That evening 
to celebrate the anniversary Jim took Leo and wife Ellen and 
Westerners Ralph and Dolores Landrum, from Houston, to dinner. 

1957, I had the assignment of looking after one land crew 
in eastern Venezuela and another land crew then working 
out of Bogota, Colombia. In August 1958 I moved to 
Maracaibo (Venezuela) and took over marine operations 
out of there and also had a crew working out of the Rio 
de Oro jungle. 

"The land crew that we had in Rio de Oro was camped 
on the riverbank in the Motolone Indian country. All the 
members of the crew carried shotguns; and everybody was 
extremely conscious of the trouble from the Indians, who 
at that time had the reputation of never having allowed a 
white man into their area. The one incident that is vivid 
in my mind is the time one of our dugout canoes came 
back to camp after having been shot at by the Indians. 
The canoe had contained our laborers and two of the oil 
company geologists, and 11 arrows were fired. Fortunately, 
nobody was injured though we had a few scared people. 
Two arrows from this raid are still hanging in (President) 
Booth Strange's office. 

"In the spring of 1960 I returned to Shreveport tem
porarily and, after some vacation, was assigned to super
vise the marine crew operating off the west coast of Africa 
in the Spanish Guinea, Congo, and Cabinda area. At the 
same time I brought my family as far as Las Palmas 
(Canary Islands) as the intention was that I would return 
there to look after the land crews in the Spanish Sahara. 
During this period in Africa I was in Brazzaville-Leopold
ville during the Independence Day celebrations of the Bel
gian Congo and their subsequent uprisings. After I re
turned to Las Palmas in October 1960, we continued to 
operate two land crews in the Sahara, one of which even
tually ended up in Mauritania from September 196 1 to 
January 1963. 

"It seems strange, as I look back now, that in order for 
me to go to Dakar (Senegal) to see our clients for Mauri
tania, the cheapest method was to hire a private aircraft 
from Las Palmas, fly across the desert to Port Etienne 
(near the southern border of Spanish Sahara), then to 
Nouakchott (Mauritania), and then on in to Dakar. 

"Again one of the things I remember about these trips 
to Mauritania was that the first time down there I was 
intent on establishing the Company on a legal basis in 
Mauritania, and the normal procedure is to contact a 
lawyer and follow the necessary government regulat ions. 
In this case I landed in Nouakchott, the capital of th 
country, then only eight months independent, and pro
ceeded to make enquiries for a lawyer. I was informe 
that he was not in town as he was out on a political cam 
paign; it turned out that the only qualified lawyer in t 
whole of Mauritania was the country's president, Mokt 
Ould Daddah. The solution to our problem was, of course 
to contact all the cabinet ministers and act as our o 
legal counsel. Incidentally, the President and some of hi 
cabinet members visited our operations about a year later 
along with the army and his personal bodyguards. It surel 
seemed strange to be dressed in a dark suit and wearing 
tie in the middle of the Sahara in order to greet the Presi 
dent. 

"When in 1963 the Company obtained the marine con 

Aart de Jong, manager of data interpretation, 
smiles in anticipation as he opens the gift from 
his employees, which was presented to him at 
the Party R-1 Christmas luncheon held at the 

Adam's Apple restaurant in Houston . 

Interpretation Supervisor James A. Dees concentrates on deciding 
what to eat at the yearly R-1 departmental Christmas luncheon . 

THE HOLIDAY SEASON, from Thanksgiving through Christ
mas, was a busy and lively one for Party R-1 of the interpre
tation department. Present and former members of our de
partment decided to get in the groove of the winter season by 
participating in the vigorous winter sport of ice skating. Those 
among us who were brave enough to show up were: Seis
mologist Jon E. Severson and wife Candy, Geophysical Tech
nician Terry A. Scowcroft and wife Jane Assistant Seis
mologist M . B. (Mike) Gauer, Geophysical Technicians Nor
man E. Lenz and R. S. (Rick) Dow, Assistant Seismologist 
Jerry Rice, and a new member to the group, Jacquelyn P . 
(Jacki) Palfrey, secretary and reporter. 

The evening was filled with the fun and excitement of new 
skaters trying not to run into others while the more experi
enced skaters had a chance to "show off." Super-skater Rick 
made an exceptional three-point landing to the tune of Jerry's 
favorite song, 'Tl! Never Skate Again" ('Tll Never Smile 
Again"?). Women's Lib took two steps backward for every 
slep forward with Jacki's efforts. Certain gentlemen were 
going to the ice rink just to see one brunette female who had 
never been on ice skates before "polish the ice." "Ladies," 
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Is it possible that the waitress is 
bringing the food? Waiting in antici
pation are, from the left: Senior 
Party Chief W. C. !Wally) Browder, 
Seismologist John Bice, Chief Drafts
man Bill Richardson, and Senior Party 
Chief C. R. !Rayl Richard. They are 
at the Party R-1 Christmas luncheon. 

Junior Analyst Rick Howell, 
Ralfat Saad, and Drafts
woman Soaad Saad have 
already ordered and ore 
waiting for their meals to 

be served. 

she sti ll insists, "I never fell once!" She does admit she could 
not have done it without the assistance of "the boys," Mike 
and Norman. 

Most of us recovered from the skating adventure. with the 
Thanksgiving holidays finding the interpretation "team" scat-
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Geophysical Techn ician Dennis 
Walden !left) , Candy Severson , 
and Seismologist Jon Severson 
seam vary pleased with the res-

taurant decor. 

tered all over the Un ited States, going home for the annual 
Thanksgiving turkey and a visit with relatives and friends. 
Mike went home to Chicago to be with family and friends, 
and Norman was with his parents and long-time friends in 
Bolivar, Missouri . Rick, sporting h is "victory scar" from ice 
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Top right - Enjoying themselves immensely at 
the departmental Christmas luncheon ore, from 
the left : Seismologist John Crovotto , Junior Sec
retory Jacki Palfrey, and Geophysical Techni
cian Terry Scowcroft. Above-With calculator in 
hand Assistant Seismologist Jerry Rice will 
quickly settle any questions about the bill that 
the department is running up at their Christmas 
luncheon. Right-Giving the waitress their 
orders ore, clockwise from the left: Geophysical 
Technicians Michael 0. Roberts and Norm Lenz, 
Senior Draftsman (social director) Bob Kriahn, 

and Geophysical Technician Rick Dow . 

SPRING 1975 

skating, visited his parents in New Jersey. Senior Draftsman 
R. H. (Bob) Kriehn (who is always prepared for any and all 
emergencies) and wife Becky went to the backwoods and "dry 
country" of T impson, Texas, for some good a l' outdoor living. 
Seismologist John W. Bice traveled to "Cajun Country," New 
Orleans, to attend the horse races (last time we saw John he 
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was still wearing his shirt). Junior Analyst R. L. (Rick) 
Howell attended the Dallas Cowboys-Washington Redskins 
football game in Dallas, and Chief Draftsman William E. 
Richardson was with his family in San Antonio, Texas, for 
their annual Thanksgiving family reunion. 

Finally Christmas was upon us; and, true to yearly tradi
tion, we had a departmental Christmas luncheon. This year 
the group decided to go to the Adam's Apple, a combination 
restaurant and club that had recently opened in the Houston 
area. Once you have been there you will not forget it. Ap
proaching the entrance we walked under what appeared to be 
branches of two trees. When inside we were definitely im
pressed because it was as if we had entered a Garden of Eden . 
The overhanging branches of the trees are covered with vines 
and flowers of various descriptions. Though they appear to be 
live, these plants, trees, and flowers are actually beautiful 
plastic replicas. Rick Howell brushed against a flower and 
was dusted with "pollen." Pollen from a fake flower .. . 
what will they think of next! A bridge and winding pathway 
took us to a split-level dining area; we were seated in the 
upper area. It was the smaller of the two, but the accentua
tion of mirrors in the room made it seem larger. Bob Kriehn, 
our "social director," was well pleased with himself (and so 
were we) for suggesting and making reservations at such a 
lovely and impressive restaurant. 

After lunch we presented our "boss," Aart de Jong, with 
his Christmas present from the group, a personalized black 
leather passport case. His classic remark, before thanking 
each of us, was, " I believe you're trying to tell me some
thing!" Our retort, "Who? Us? Never!" 

We in Party R-1 would like to extend our best wishes for a 
happy and peaceful 1975, or, as Jacki's Scotch-Irish grand
mother would say, "May the wind always be at your back 
and the "head" of your beer be a little less. "-Jacquelyn Pal
frey. (Photos by John Cravotta and Rick Howell.) 

THE GALVESTON laboratory and shops held their third 
Christmas party at Galveston's famed Balinese Room, over
looking the Gulf of Mexico. A crowd of 175 people gathered 
on December 14 to enjoy the delicious buffet, dancing, and 
high spirits. Music was provided by "The Legacy," of Gal
veston, and a good time was had by all who attended . 

Everyone was delighted to welcome these Westerners from 
our Houston office: Mr. and Mrs. R. K. (Ken) Bryant (super
visor), Mr. and Mrs. Ben B. Thigpen (vice president-instru
ment and field services), Mr. and Mrs. John J . Maines (elec
tronics department manager) , Mr. and Mrs. S. C. (Sam) 
Adair, III (computer operator), and Victor A. Reginald (ad
ministrative assistant). 

We were all mystified and amazed at the supernatural 
powers of Jack Nonmaker who performed tricks of illusion 
and sleight of hand for a captive audience. Mr. Nonmaker 
was the distinguished guest of Robert R. (Bob) Rector, gen
eral manager-laboratory, and Harlan A . James, manager of 
cable and geophone service. 

The highlight of the evening was the presentation of the 
door prize and various "gag" prizes. Bob Rector was master 
of ceremonies and presented the prizes to the unsuspecting 
recipients chosen by a roving committee of judges. Mack E. 
Towns, manager of the mechanical department, won the 
prize for the "happiest guy" of the evening; Office Clerk 
Susan Y. Bennett sported the "gayest garb"; Welder-Mechanic 
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A fun and eventful Christmas party was enjoyed by employees of 
the Galveston laboratory and shops. Top left-Secretary Sharon 
Deats is involved in some serious conversation with the Galveston 
lab general manager, Rob Rector. Top right-A quartet of cable 
assemblers are enloying the evening . They are, from the left: 
Cheryl Dennis, Denise Guerra, Nancy Thibodeaux (standing), and 
Shirley Ryman. Center left-Perhaps Machinist Earl Arledge (cen
terl, one of the "roving judges" selecting prize winners, is 
announcing to Mechanical Department Manager Mack Towns that 
he has been selected for one of the " gag" prizes. Mack's wife, 
Eletha, is evidently unaware of it. Senior Accountant J . R. (Pete) 
Pacheco is in lower left corner. Above-"Twinkle Toes" was 
Welder-Mechanic Sandy Jana, shown here with his wife, Kathy. 
Left-One of the Galveston party committee who did such a fine 

lob was Junior Clerk Terry Burgess, center. 
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visor), Mr. and Mrs. Ben B. Thigpen (vice president-instru
ment and field services), Mr. and Mrs. John J . Maines (elec
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Adair, III (computer operator), and Victor A. Reginald (ad
ministrative assistant). 
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A fun and eventful Christmas party was enjoyed by employees of 
the Galveston laboratory and shops. Top left-Secretary Sharon 
Deats is involved in some serious conversation with the Galveston 
lab general manager, Rob Rector. Top right-A quartet of cable 
assemblers are enloying the evening . They are, from the left: 
Cheryl Dennis, Denise Guerra, Nancy Thibodeaux (standing), and 
Shirley Ryman. Center left-Perhaps Machinist Earl Arledge (cen
terl, one of the "roving judges" selecting prize winners, is 
announcing to Mechanical Department Manager Mack Towns that 
he has been selected for one of the " gag" prizes. Mack's wife, 
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Pacheco is in lower left corner. Above-"Twinkle Toes" was 
Welder-Mechanic Sandy Jana, shown here with his wife, Kathy. 
Left-One of the Galveston party committee who did such a fine 

lob was Junior Clerk Terry Burgess, center. 



Sandy L. Jana was "twinkle toes"; and Party Manager Harvey 
A. Hearn came in off of the Western Cape to prove himself 
the "' life of the party." The big winner was Patsy A. Kelly, 
land cable assembler, whose award was somewhat more sub
stantial , the door prize of a digital clock radio. That mysteri
ous roving committee was made up of Machinist Earl E. 
Arledge, Buyer Donald Marquise, Cable Assembler Cloe Hile, 
and 1 oyce (Mrs. Harlan) James. 

Our special thanks goes to the party committee for a job 
well done: Secretary Sharon L. Deats, Buyer LaNett M . 
Hayes, Junior Clerk Teresa J. (Terri) Burgess, Cable Assem
bler Patricia A. (Patty) Reid , Office Clerk Carole J. Bar
rera, Cable Assembler Beverly J. Hildebrand, and Machinist 
S. M. (Sam) Dotson. 

Dancing and fun continued until the "wee hours." Every
one is looking forward to our next annual Christmas party.
Sharon Deats and LaNett Hayes. (Photos by Donald Mar
quise.) 

PARTY 36 IS READY, but not extremely willing, to face its 
third winter in northern Michigan. Most of last summer was 
spent on spike, but now we are settled in for the winter at 
our home office in Gaylord. 

Since we reported last, there have been quite a few changes 
among us. Darryl C . Hill and Frank J. Noa, who are on the 
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drills, and Kim Black, who helps with the shooting, a re no 
longer eligible bachelors, having been gathered into the bonds 
of matrimony. 

Party 36 welcomes the return of Permit Agent Perry A. 
Beaton, alias "Perry Perfect." Perry, his wife, Dixie, and 
their two children came to us from their home in Delia, 
Alberta, Canada. While we are glad to have Perry back,. we 
are sorry to see Field Clerk R. V. (Bob) Jirschele leave. "Big 
Bob" was transferred to the Denver digital center, and all of 1 
us wish Bob and his lovely wife , Cheryl , all of the luck in 
the world. 

Surveyor Dale B. Price has had the happy addition of a 
baby boy to his home. Surveyor Clifford W. Million has had 
two additions to his household. They are a bouncing fifth
wheel trailer and a Ford pickup. 

Jn September Party 36 was treated by our client to a prime 
rib dinner and cocktail hour at the Holiday Inn in Gaylord . 
The dinner was in recognition of our breaking all previous 
monthly production records during August of 1974. Houston 
guests were Manager of Operations B. L. (Ben) Langston , 
Supervisor J. F . (Joe) Walker, and Assistant Instrument Tech
nician R. A. (Russ) Kaminsky. 

The crew's Christmas present was a new Hughes 500 heli 
copter, which Pilot Jerry Ewen delivered, minus gift wrap
ping, a few days after Christmas. 

We cannot finish a story about Party 36 without mention
ing the fact that our party manager, Henry A. Kenney, also 
had an addition to his household-a new Winnie-Wagon.
A ndrew M . Kushner. 

JASON ANTHONY DEMSHAR, born November 6, 1974, has 
a strong Western heritage. His mother, Deborah, since grad
uation from high school three years ago has been a full-time 
Western employee while completing two years of college 
through night classes; and his father, Douglas, was formerl y 
employed as a draftsman in the navigation department. Also, 
Jason's maternal grandmother, Flo Schmidt, was lead recep
tionist-switchboard operator in the Houston office for several 
years; and his paternal grandfather was a client representa
tive on a Western marine crew for some time. Congratulations 
to Debbie and Doug and a bid for Jason as a next-generation 
Westerner. We hope that he will permit his mother to return 
from leave of absence to her switchboard-receptionist duties 
at Western in the not-too-distant future. 
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The special napkin and banner de
clare "Homer Holder Day." Hon
oree Homer poses at the luncheon 
table with its gravity meter cen-

terpiece. 
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Indulging in the hom emade fa re at " Homer 
Holder Day" a re, f rom front le ft to back : 
Executive Ass istant Ma rga ret E. Hal e, Ex
ped itor Peter Herman , Vice Pres ident Carl 
H. Savi!, Personne l Specialist Jack M. Des
mond, Gravity Su pervisor C. F. Sellers, Field 
Superviso r J. W. (S pide r! Webb, and Tommy 
Vivian, with Sen ior Party Ch ief W. C. 
(Wa lly) Browder a nd Supervisor Ro scoe L. 
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Sullivan a t the fa r right. 

Homer Holder poses w ith old friend s at the surp rise retirement 
luncheon given in his honor in Houston . Pictu red are, from the 
left: Purchasing Agent Robert D. Sasseen , Supervisor George J . 

Shoup, Homer, and Gravity Supe rvi sor John G. Ferguson . 

NOON, December 31 , 1974, was a special time set aside for 
honoring Homer C. Holder at a surprise retirement luncheon. 
It was held at the purchasing and foreign shipping offices 
at 6300 Westpark, Houston. 

Brought by invitation, over 75 fellow Westerners and ven
dors he lped celebrate this special occasion commemorating 
over 32 years of service with Western Geophysica l Company. 
Homer began work with Western as a surveyor on September 
8, 1942. Since then he has worked as assistant party chief 
and party chief; served on la nd and marine crews both 
foreign and domestic , and seismic and "Vibroseis"® 'crews; 
and last but not least , worked in the purchasi ng department. 

T he luncheon was exce llent and consisted of everything 
imaginable, served buffet style, with the food prepared in 
the homes of and brought by Homer's friends. The center
piece was a gravity meter, which was appropria te inasmuch 
as he was the party ch ief of Western's first gravity crew
and many more such crews after that. Another centerpiece 
was a beautiful cake, baked by our own Marie Brooks, 
entitled "Homer's Traverse" and depicting his travels all 
over the wor ld. Pretty white paper napkins had "Homer 
Holder Day , December 31 , 1974" printed in gold on them. 

Homer received many farewel l gifts, including a three
piece suiter; a large suitcase; a gold, engraved Cross pen; 
an att~che case; and an 8" x 1 O" crewel embroidery done in 
the Litton logo dep icting his 32 years with Western Geo
physical Company. He was very pleased with all of these 
gifts and especially with the special thoughts and kind wishes 
expressed by everyone present. 

We already miss Homer, but we wish him well in what
ever he endeavors in the future . He wil l always be with us 
in our hearts and thoughts-Lois Alexander. 

WESTERN PRO FILE 

Above-Discussing their years with Western ore, from the 
left: Supervisor Roscoe L. Sullivan, Homer Holder, Machin
ist John Paul Jones (from Galveston), and Quality Control 
Supervisor Soule Mellette. They are attending Homer's re
tirement party in Houston . Below-Presenting gifts to 
Homer at the luncheon are D. 0 . (Don) Frisbee lleftl, pur
chasing manager, and E. D. (Don) Gregory, supervisor of 
foreign shipping . Among the gifts are pieces of luggage. 
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TH E OIL-RICH COASTS of Texas and Louisia na are where 
Party 64 has been working si nce our last repo rt in the PROFILE. 
The W estern Cape has been able to log a few shot points 
while dodging ships, shrimp boats, platforms, and other 
crews. 

Amici cries of "Ship noise!'' . . . 'Three guns" . .. and 
'" Deal the cards!" Co-ordinator V. J. (Vic) Finkley has oper
ations running smooth ly and still manages to win everyone's 
money. Who is " Boo-ray Bryan"? Keeping the AQUA
PULSE® guns and related equipment in top operati ng con
dition are G unner Gean (Whitey) Tonn and Assistant G un 
Mechanic K. F . (Ken) Dunkin . Assisting Whitey and Ken 
is Helper Tony Run nels. Deep down in the record ing room 
Observers R. E. (Ron) Hanson and Assistant Observer D . C. 
(Doug) Ball ard keep a watchful eye on the equipment to 
insure accurate data ; they also parry a few snide comme nts 
from su rly navigators. Who is "Boo-ray Bryan"? In the re
cordi ng roo m Helpers J . D . (Jeff) Fenton, R. M . (Ron) 
Gardner, and M. A . (Marc) Monroe lend support to the 
efforts of Ron a nd Doug. 

Topside in the wheelhouse veteran Captain Dill a rd F. 
Stone and his crew ca rry on in the best tradit ion of expert 
seamanship amid a ll of the guff usuall y associated with 
marine "doodlebug" crews. Keeping the engine room spotl ess 
and the whole crew in a constant state of agitation is our 
chief engi neer and permanent galley fixt ure, Ell iot E. Miller. 
Rounding out the ship's crew are the deck hands, Veen V. 
Lee J r., and Harry J. Revell on the Bi loxi side and Don Hy
land and R. D. Price forming the Texas crew. 

Filling our stomachs with great food and minds with tall 
tales is our new cook, Richard Frentz, Sr. Hai ling from 
Biloxi , Mississippi, Richard has yet to disappoint us with hi s 
gastronomic delights. 
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Party Manager W. R. (Russell) Brown tops off our all
American but strictly ··southern-fr ied" crew. Being a long
time Westerner, Russell sees that everyone and everything 
a re running smoothly in spi te of the day-to-day problems 
and mishaps that occur at the dock, onshore, and offshore. 

We almost forgot to mention ou r ambassador of good will 
and se lf-appointed cardsharp, Navigator Bryan J. Moncado . 
Keepi ng "Boo-ray Bryan" (so H E is "Boo-ray Bryan"!) on 
line and in line is Senior Navigator Bruce Sandberg. 

With win ter closing in around us, we are breaki ng out 
the slicker suits and long johns. Hopefully we can outguess 
the weatherman and stay on the "calm" side of the cold 
fronts. Here is wishing all of you good luck fro m all of us.
Ron Hansen. (Photos by Whitey Tonn. ) 

Captain Dillard Stone appears to be satisfied w ith his maneuvers 
in successfully docking Party 64 's ship , the Western Cape. 

Above-Helper Jeff Fenton is assisting in the work on a 
hose bundle for the Party 64 AQUAPULSE guns. Below

Gunner "Whitey" Tonn relaxes with all systems go. 

WESTERN PROFILE 

Above- At the end of a trip Party 64 Helper Ron Gardner 
unloads tape. Below-Co-ordinator V. J . !Viel Finkley lleftl 
and Assistant Gun Mechanic Ken Dunk in en joy coffee. 

SPRING 1975 

Above-Party 64 Assistant Observer Doug Ballard replaces 
recording paper in a camera. Below-Observer Ron Hansen 
is busy running routine tests on the 888 recording system. 
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Above-Party 64 Cook Richard Frentz p repares some of his 
tasty food aboard the Western Cape. Below- One surly 
navigator, Bryan IBoo-rayl Moncado, wan ts to go home 

fo r the ho lidays. 

DPD NOTES. The digital programming development (DPD) 
and research and development (R & D) groups currently 
reside in a small mecca of civilization one block from the 
Houston digital center. As usual, space is at a premium, but 
these congenial groups are able to function with only minor 
overtones of hate, jealousy, and malice. Being in the same 
building with R & D does have its disadvantages, however; 
when you walk past a wall covered profusely with the Greek 
alphabet, you never know if some Ph.D. has been trying to 
solve the wo rld's problems or if Zorba the Greek might have 
dropped by and left a note. 

DPD would like to welcome four newcomers to our stal
wart ranks, Geophysical Technician M. 0. (Mike) Roberts 
and Programmers Paul R. Gabler, Bill W. Franks, and 
Charles V. Lovetro. Mike was formerly a meteorology officer 
with the United States Air Force. Initially he expounded at 
great length the sophisticated weather-detecting devices he 
had used in the service, but the truth finally prevailed: He was 
stationed on a hilltop in Alabama and assigned the arduous 
duty of holding up his wet finger twice daily to test wind 
direction. Paul, Bill, and Charles are ex-college instructors 
who decided to venture into the real business world. And 
where can you find more reality than at Western? 

W. C. (Bill) Curtis, Jr., DPD's programming supervisor, 
handball champion, and volleyball star, is in charge of a 
group of programmers who respond to programming action 
requests (PAR's) from Houston and Western's foreign centers. 

Veen Lee is busy " do ing his thing" in the ship' s eng ine room . 
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Senior Programmer Gary L. Fair dispenses the PAR's with 
great relish to the eager recipients, including Betty (Wally) 
Keenan, programmer. Preliminary program testing is per
formed by Programmer Carl Watson and Geophysical Tech
nician Briseida (Spooky) Sancho in addition to their coding 
chores. Senior Programmer R. E. (Ron) Chambers, with his 
capable assistants, develops new applications programs to 
add to our burgeoning libraries. 

Our resident ALC expert, Programmer Ying Huang, is 
said to have the fastest "branch and link" in the bu!)iness 
Then there is good old Programmer K. J. (Ken) Ward . He 
knows all about digitizing and plotting but he cannot seem 
to keep those nasty contour Jines from crossing. Of course, 
Senior Programmer A. F. (Al) Schwartzfisher, the building's 
senior expert on everything, has much-sought advice on any 
type of programming problem. 

The efficient documentation department is ably captained 
by Programmer Walter F. Ross, with enlisted aid from Pro
grammer Larry D. Brooks, Junior Computer Operator Nor
man C. Wood, Junior Programmer Larry G. Dukes, and that 
soon-to-be-wed damsel, Cynthia Schaffner, junior secretary. 
The neighborhood keypuncher, Dorothy Young, senior op
erator, continues to perforate cards at an astonishing rate. 
Junior Secretary Benay Stauffer, "Miss White-Out of 1974," 
daily gives thanks for the opportunity to serve as receptionist 
for such deserving people. She is certainly an asset to the 
department. Rounding out DPD's roster is Junior Computer 
Operator Weldon J. Gooden, the operator for our remote job
entry terminal. Weldon is the on ly one who has the ability to 
make the minor daily adjustments necessary to our remote 
printer; that is, he has the physical stamina to swing a 10-
pou nd sledge hammer for extended periods of time. 

In closing we would like to pass along some words of 
wisdom first quoted by an ancient IBM philosopher, Mr. 
Paintitblue Quick, "Don't ever let an outsider catch you with 
your DCB's down."-Gary Fair. 

A SURPRISE BIRTHDAY PARTY was given last November 22 
by the velocity department of the Houston Digital Center 
for Senior Geophysical Analyst Richard H . Wardell. Dick 
has been with Western for 32 years. The party consisted of 
a buffet luncheon, a birthday cake, and gifts. Attending were: 
Manager of Digital Processing J . B. (Jimmy) Jordan; Senior 
Geophysical Analyst John T. Swearingin; Geophysical An
alysts Charles C. Hansbrough, James B. Mundy, Robert P . 
Sherman, and Detmar F. tom Dieck; Geophysical Tech
nicians Doris S. Andrews, Linda M. Dixon, Elissa D . Hop
kins, Rebecca A. Newberry, Mikel A. Salinas, and Richard 
C. Yarnold; and Junior Geophysical Technicians Michael A. 
Young and Karon L. Osburn. There was a lso a special sur
prise guest, Mrs. Mary Wardell. - Linda Dixon. 

THE BRIDE AND GROOM are both Westerners working in 
Houston, and they were married late last fall in a double-ring 
ceremony . Helen Elisa Phillips and Dale Drexel Dickerson 
exchanged wedding vows on Saturday, November 30, at 
Memorial Drive Methodist Church in Houston. 

Given in marriage by her father, Helen, a junior geophysi
cal technician, wore a white French-satin gown with soft 
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skirt that was scalloped at the hem and fe ll into a chapel 
train. The lace and seed-pearl headpiece of silk illusion held 
the lace-bordered mantilla, which fe ll over the train . She 
carried a cascade of white roses, white orchids, and baby's 
breath, arranged on a small white Bible that her late great
grandmother had given her at birth. 

Benay Phillips, Helen's sister, also employed at Western as 
a junior draftswoman , was maid of honor. Among the brides
maids was Kathleen Dickerson, Dale's sister. The bridesmaids 
were dressed in crepe knit gowns of cyclamen red with white 
chiffon braid accenting the empire waists. They carried white 
hur ricane lamps encircled with red roses and white baby's 
breath. Two other Western employees were among the 
groom's attendants, Bill King as best man and John Malito as 
a groomsman. Helen's brother Patrick served as a candle
lighter. 

The reception following the wedding was held at the Town 
and Country Sheraton Inn, with music by the Marc IV Band. 
The couple honeymooned in Jamaica and are residing in 
Houston. 

Helen graduated from Memorial High School and attended 
Texas Tech University, where she was a member of Gamma 
Phi Beta sorority. Dale is a graduate of Clear Creek High 
School and attended the University of Texas and the Univer
sity of Houston . 

HELEN PHILLIPS DICKERSON 
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tasty food aboard the Western Cape. Below- One surly 
navigator, Bryan IBoo-rayl Moncado, wan ts to go home 

fo r the ho lidays. 
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Veen Lee is busy " do ing his thing" in the ship' s eng ine room . 
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Senior Programmer Gary L. Fair dispenses the PAR's with 
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Each year Western participates in the nalionwide Junior Achieve
ment program for high school students. Here President Booth B. 
Strange is signing the stock certificate, becoming a shareholder 
in the company sponsored by Western . John Roberts (standing), 
president of that company, Western Executives, and two of the 
advisers, Bill Lowenberg and Peter Herman, watch this ceremony. 

WESTERN HAS BEEN A SPONSOR of the Junior Achieve
ment program for a number of yea rs. This is a national, 
business-sponsored, practical economics program in which 
high school students manage their own companies under the 
guidance of adult advisers. 

There are approximately 60 major corporations in Houston 
sponsoring Junior Achievement companies of which Western 
is proud to be a part. Advisers from Western are Employee 
Relations Manager Ron R. Williams, Expediter Peter Her
man, Assistant Computer Operator Manager W. S. (Bill) 
Lowenberg, Controller Thomas B. Hix, Jr., and Electronic 
Technician S. R. (Bob) Kubena. 

Each Junior Achievement company is organized in the 
fall as a corporate structure. There are approximately 20 
members in each company, with a board of directors, the 
working staff, and a sales staff. They elect their own officers 
and select a product to make or a service to render. Capitali
zation of their business comes through the public sale of ap
proximately 100 shares of capital stock at $1.00 per share. 
Production lines, distribution planning, and advertising and 
promotion are set up by the elected company officers. All of 
the book work and expenses of running a normal business are 
part of the program. 

Through this experience Junior Achievement members 
learn to develop an understanding of free enterprise. Self
confidence and leadership ability are developed as well, and 
the members gain a clearer perspective into various careers 
and professions. 

According to John Roberts, president of Western Execu
tives, the Junior Achievement company sponsored by West
ern, their production plans are not yet complete, but they 
expect to be in business soon.-Peter H erman. 

(Ed. Note: Since we received this story, we have learned 
that these Junior Achievers were quite successful in their sales 
of two products that they assembled: a spot or trouble light 
for autos that plugs in the cigarette lighter and a First Aid 
package.) 
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ONE POINT on which educators are most likely to agree is 
that young minds are highly impressionable. There is no ques
tion that Betty Luce's fifth-grade class was very favorably 
impressed by a tour of the computer center and related 
facilities at our Houston headquarters. Vice President Carl 
Savit took time from his busy schedule to conduct the tour 
personally for this class of 33 students, their teacher, and the 
two mothers who served as monitors. 

Betty, wife of Supervisor Don Luce, had felt that visiting 
Western Geophysical Company would make a good field trip 
for her students, and she was evidently right. They wrote 
individual letters of appreciation to Carl, some of which are 
printed below: 

Dear Mr. Savit, 
Thank you for the tour of Western Geophysical. I liked 

many things but I liked the computer room the best. 
The things you told us made me like geophysics better 

because I learned more and that made me feel good inside. 
Sincerely yours, 
Scott Thorne 

Dear Mr. Savit, 
Thanks for letting us come. We really enjoyed the trip. 

Thank you for taking your time for us. We enjoyed your 
letting us see your computer rooms and how they work. We 
liked the people there and the tour. The film was excellent 
especially how you made things clear. I enjoyed coming and 
I liked those mark on boards. I hope you liked us. 

Sincerely, 
Mark Du Val 

Dear Mr. Savit, 
I really did enjoy the field trip to your company. I think 

you're very lucky to be Senior Vice President, but you really 
deserve it. My favorite really was seeing you write on the 
walls. That was neet (sic). Probably by now everybody is 
wanting them. I just wanted to say, you have a very nice 
company. 

Your friend, 
Lee Ann O'Dell 

Dear Mr. Savit, 
I enjoyed the fieldtrip. I was interested in everything there. 

Is your company the biggest in the world? I hope so. 
Yours truly, 
Susan Fulton 

Dear Mr. Savit, 
Thank you for letting us come on our feild (sic) trip. I 

liked the walls you can write on. I also like the maps and 
tapes. I know you had never had a feild (sic) trip there be
fore. I hope we were not too much trouble. 

Sincerely, 
Sherri Mobley 

Dear Mr. Savit, 
Thank you for letting us come. I was real surprised when 

you wrote on the walls, I didn't know it could come off. 
You were good on T.V. I really learned a Jot. This was the 
first time I saw a computer in real life besides on T.V. 

Sincerely yours, 
Cheryl Crisanti 

Dear Mr. Savit, 
I thought that the field-trip to Western Geophysical Com

pany was very interesting. The things I liked the best were 
the computer room and the discussion in the classroom. You 
had many interesting things to· say and I enjoyed it. Thank 
you. 

Your friend, 
Becke McCraw 

Dear Mr. Savit, 
Thank you for taking us through the Western Geophysical 

Co. I like the computer room the best because of all of tho~e 
machines working and telling us where there might be oil. I 
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liked the room ·where the drawing machine was drawing 
maps for you and that writing machine. The room where we 
went at first, that had the walls that you could write on, was 
real neat. 

Sincerely, 
Pamela Grindele 

' PA RTY 21 EARNED a Safety Dinner, and it was held on De
cember 14 in combination with a Christmas party at the 
Quality Inn in Laredo, Texas. Everybody enjoyed the dinner, 

which consisted of sirloin steak, baked potato, salad, beans 
almondine, hot apple pie with cheese, and coffee and tea. 
After dinner some visited and enjoyed relish trays and drinks 
while others danced. Everyone had a wonderful time. 

Louise Johanson, wife of Party Manager Lyle H. Johanson, 
gave the children of Party 21 a Christmas party in her home 
on December 13. "Goodies" for the party included a Santa 
Claus cake (made by Louise), candy, ice cream, and Kool
Aid. Each child found a gift under the Christmas tree, which 
really added to their Christmas spirit, preparing them for the 
arrival of jolly old Saint Nick. 

While some of us stayed around in the hot, wet city of 

At the Party 21 Safety Dinner and 
Christmas party in Laredo, Texas, 
Driller Lupe Navarro and his wife, 
Tina, share anticipation of the 
meal to come with Shooter Jeff 
Clifton (right) and his wife, Betty . 
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Laredo fo r the Christmas holidays, others enjoyed going home 
lo visi t relatives in other parts of Texas . Driller Lupe L. 
Navarro and wife Tina went to Pleasanton and Cable-truck 
Driver E. W. (Eddie) Diver, wife Martha, and fami ly to 
Crystal City and Rockdale. Shooter Ray D. Smith and wife 
Peggy and Helper Bert D avis and his wife, Phyllis, spent 
the holidays in Waco and Dallas. Permit Agent A. E. (Al) 
Baze and wife Lois had Christmas at their home in Fort 

Below left-Enjoying the meal served at Party 21 's combination 
Safety Dinner and Christmas party at the Quality Inn in Laredo , 
Texas, are : front table (clockwise from the left), Phyllis Davis, 
Helper Al Davis, Martha Diver, and Helper Eddie Diver; rear 

Permit Agent Al Baze and Surveyor Dick 
Fish are among those gathered for Party 
21 's Safety Dinner and Christmas party. 

Worth. Non-Texan Permit Agent Joh n L. McMinn enjoyed 
going home to Yazoo City, Mississippi. Not to be outdone, 
Assistant Observer S. D . (Steve) Mensch, better known as 
··K. C." to fe ll ow employees, went home to Kansas Ci ty , 
Kansas. 

Everyone reported having had a Merry Christmas and are 
now hoping that 1975 will take Party 2 1 to a cooler part 
of the state. - Becky Skaaning. (Photos by Jack Skaaning.) 

table lfrom the left), Helper Nieves A. IShortyl Rodriguez and 
wife Anita and Helper Richard Cantu and wife. Below right
Party 21 Observer Jack Skaaning is caught by the photographer 
during a serious moment at the crew's festivities last December 14 . 

The Party 21 members who are en
joying themselves at this table during 
the Safety Dinner and Christmas party 
are: Assistant Party Manager Jim 
Sweeney and date , Permit Agent Bill 
Martin and date , Surveyor Jim Mc
Gregor and wife Shei la, and Permit 

Agent John McMinn and date. 

At Party 21 's Safety Dinner, held la st 
December, Party Manager Lyle Johan
son (center) is probably engaged in 
"shop talk" with Permit Agent Al Baze. 
Louise Johanson decides that she might 

as well drink some of her coffee. 

Becky IMrs. Jacki Skaaning (from the 
left I, Louise Johanson, Party Mana
ger Lyle Johanson, Permit Agent Al 
Baze, Surveyor Dick Fish, and Permit 
Agent Stan Ross await dinner. <Those 

in background are unidentified.I 
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INASMUCH AS the Denver digital center was relatively new 
to the "Rocky Mountain High" area, we encountered a few 
problems in arranging for our Christmas party. It seems that 
everyone else had made reservations last Christmas for their 
party this year! Also, we had a very limited budget, and 
the inflationary prices at first curtailed our enthusiasm. Our 
stubborness and ingenuity won out, however, and our Christ
mas party turned out surprisingly well. Members of West
ern's Denver operations office joined us for the party, held 
December 7 at the Rodeway Inn near the Denver Technology 
Center (where our DDC office is located). A buffet was 
served; and a group, "The Family Affair," provided music 
for dancing. A drawing was held for prizes (which we had 
begged, borrowed, and bought on sale). The only unfortunate 
mishap was that our center manager, Dr. I-Chi Hsu, was ill 
from food poisoning and was unable to attend.-Joyce Miller. 
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The Denver d igital center office Christmas tree was decor
ated beautifully by (from the left) : front row, Adm inistra
tive Ass istant Beverly Ste phens, Keypunch Operator Betty 
Walke r, Junior Tape Librarian Sharon Lynn Clendenen, 
Compute r Operator Karen Lee Lorraine, PBX Receptionist 
Rosalind Schneide r; back row, Secretary Joyce Miller, 
Junior Draftswoma n Cindy Levitt, Tape Librarian Patricia 
Haskell lkneelingl , J unior Tape Librarian Cheryl Beringer, 
Junior Accounta nt Helen McCollum, Junior Draftswoman 
Colleen Durkin, a nd Senior Draftswoman Dinah Layton. 
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Shown w ith Pres ident Booth B. Stra nge a t a retirement dinner pa rty in honor of the men's long service to Western are, 
from the left: R. H. IDickl Wardell and wife Mary, Mr. Strange, Homer Holder, and Bercla and Claude 0. Doo ley. 

TIME DOES MOVE relentlessly on as R. H. (Dick) Wardell, 
Claude 0 . Dooley, Homer Holder, and D . W. (Dave) Scharf 
can attest. We cannot speak for Dave as he has been in Italy 
for many years, but to the others it was something of a 
shock when they realized that on this past December 31 they 
would conclude a long and eventful career with Western. 

Dick and wife Mary, Claude and wife Berc la, and Homer 
Holder were honored at a dinner party on Monday evening, 
December 16, at the Petroleum Club in Houston . Host and 
hostess Booth and Laura Strange invited a few close friends 
of the retirees to share the occasion. The highlight of the 
evening came when President Strange presented Homer, 
Claude, and Dick with gold watches as a token of Western's 
appreciation for their many years of loyal service to the 
Company. Orchids were given to Mary and Bercla, and 
special tribute was paid to them for the patience and tolerance 
with which they met the problems of "doodlebugging" 
through the years. 

Everyone joined in wishing these good friends the best of 
health and happiness as they adjust to a more relaxed way 
of life and the pursuit of personal interests in retirement.
Margaret Hale . 

WESTERN SENT 21 employees from its Houston office, two 
from London, and two from Denver to a special short course, 
Applied Geophysics of Data Processing, at the University 
of Houston's Continuing Education Center. It ran from 
October 14 through October 18 last year. The center is a 
beautiful contemporary structure, housing a hotel, as well as 
a variety of lecture and conference facilities. The pleasant 
surroundings made the week of courses enjoyable and re
laxing, as well as educational. 

The course was aimed toward people who had had few 
or no courses in geophysics at the university level. A half 
day was spent covering basics; and from there the course 
content built up to statics, migration, structural interpreta
tion, and many other advanced topics. Its instructors made 
up an impressive group of "big names" in geophysics. 

Starting the group off with basic concepts, models of ray
paths characteristics, and material properties of wave motion 
was Norman S. Neidell. Later in the course he covered digital 
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theory-from seismic noise versus seismic signals through 
convolution and filters. Fred J. Hilterman lectured on the 
seismic reflection process, seismic velocities, and direct de
tection of hydrocarbons. Dr. Hilterman was also the course 
director and spent some time trying to keep everyone sup
plied with coffee, transportation, and humor. 

Robert E. Sheriff, author of the SEG Encyclopedic Dic
tionary of Exploration Geophysics, lectured on static cor
rections and spent a day later in the course on fault mapping 
and structural interpretation. All enjoyed trying their hands at 
that fascinating occupation of interpreting seismic sections 
and at the same time reinforced much of their earlier instruc
tion by getting their hands on some "real-world" data. 

The author of the noted geophysical text, Introduction to 
Geophysical Prospecting, Milton B. Dobrin, plunged the group 
into migration and refraction. Then, for the last lecture, just 
as everyone was feeling heady with geophysical prowess, Dr. 
Dobrin sobered up the participants with a good lecture on 
stratigraphic traps-how they often are not where one thinks 
they should be or sometimes are not seen even when one 
has lines running all over them! 

To keep them from leaving all of this knowledge in the 
classroom, participants were given a stout binder full of 
notes, figures, and examples. They were also treated to drinks 
and a hearty seafood dinner at Pier 21 in Houston. 

Winging in from London for the course were Programmer 
Peter J. Bibby and Senior Analyst Bill L. Brown. Denver 
sent Geophysical Analysts S. L. (Sam) Holt and Dennis W. 
Tryon. The following people from Western's Houston center 
attended: Programmer Betty (Wal ly) Keenan, data process
ing; Programmers Linda G. Thies and Trudi D. Schweizer, 
research and development; Geophysical Technicians Jill A. 
Levy and Clark C. Vandell, Research Assistant S. S. (Stan) 
Goldberg, Assistant Supervisor-Processing A. F. (Tony) Mi
randa, Junior Analyst Kirk L. Girouard , Field Clerk Mark 
P. Faucheux, and Jim Birchum, all from the land and special 
problems center; and from marine data processing center, 
Quality Control Supervisor Soule M. Mellette, III, Program
mer Scott S. Denham, Senior Analyst R. K. (Bob) Anderson, 
Geophysical Analysts George A. Vorpagel , R. E. (Rod) Lee, 
D. L. (Dan) Hoffer, and R. G. (Bob) Hughes, Junior Analysts 
Cletus D. Lee and Jesus A. Bilbao, and Geophysical Tech
nicians P. A. (Pat) Peck and Mark Larrumbide.-Linda Thies. 
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INASMUCH AS the Denver digital center was relatively new 
to the "Rocky Mountain High" area, we encountered a few 
problems in arranging for our Christmas party. It seems that 
everyone else had made reservations last Christmas for their 
party this year! Also, we had a very limited budget, and 
the inflationary prices at first curtailed our enthusiasm. Our 
stubborness and ingenuity won out, however, and our Christ
mas party turned out surprisingly well. Members of West
ern's Denver operations office joined us for the party, held 
December 7 at the Rodeway Inn near the Denver Technology 
Center (where our DDC office is located). A buffet was 
served; and a group, "The Family Affair," provided music 
for dancing. A drawing was held for prizes (which we had 
begged, borrowed, and bought on sale). The only unfortunate 
mishap was that our center manager, Dr. I-Chi Hsu, was ill 
from food poisoning and was unable to attend.-Joyce Miller. 
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The Denver d igital center office Christmas tree was decor
ated beautifully by (from the left) : front row, Adm inistra
tive Ass istant Beverly Ste phens, Keypunch Operator Betty 
Walke r, Junior Tape Librarian Sharon Lynn Clendenen, 
Compute r Operator Karen Lee Lorraine, PBX Receptionist 
Rosalind Schneide r; back row, Secretary Joyce Miller, 
Junior Draftswoma n Cindy Levitt, Tape Librarian Patricia 
Haskell lkneelingl , J unior Tape Librarian Cheryl Beringer, 
Junior Accounta nt Helen McCollum, Junior Draftswoman 
Colleen Durkin, a nd Senior Draftswoman Dinah Layton. 
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Shown w ith Pres ident Booth B. Stra nge a t a retirement dinner pa rty in honor of the men's long service to Western are, 
from the left: R. H. IDickl Wardell and wife Mary, Mr. Strange, Homer Holder, and Bercla and Claude 0. Doo ley. 
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AFTER 11 MONTHS, Party V-2 is still in Medicine Lodge, 
Kansas. There have, however, been numerous spike jobs, 
and we are proud of our production record in spite of the 
many moves. 

Everyone congratulates Vibrator Operator Kerney Raley 
on receiving his 20-Year Service Pin. 

Field Clerk Ronald E. Hall and his wife Darlene have 
recently made the move to the Houston office. Keith Jones 
and wife Suzanne shall try to fill the vacancy. We shall miss 
Ron and Darlene but wish them well in their new position.
Keith Jones. 
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Top-Vibrator Operator Kerney Raley lrlghtl has special 
reason to celebrate at this Party V-2 steak dinner. He had 
recently received his 20-Year Service Pin. In the back
ground are, from the left: Helpers Glen L. Brooks, William 
L. Monteith, Dennis A. Cushenbery, Margarito Garcia, and 
Jose Esquivel. Above-Waiting for the steaks to be served 
are Surveyor Donald R. Johnson and wife Sue (on left) and 
Vibrator Mechanic Richard L. Zowle and his wife, Joy. 

Below-Field Clerk Ronald E. Hall and wife Darlene enjoy 
a little dancing after the dinner. They have since moved to 
the Houston office. Bottom-Waiting for their food at the 
Party V-2 dinner In Medicine Lodge, Kansas, are Party 
Manager H. D. !Slick! Watts !left) and Permit Agent Wil
lard G. Rachal. People In background are unidentified. 

WESTERN PROFILE 

Below-Surveyor Glenn E. Howard Cleft) and Helper Donald 
R. McManus are looking forward to enjoying steaks at the 
Party V-2 dinner. Bottom-Sharing a few relaxed moments 
of conversation before dinner are Assistant Observer Mike 
Bryant and his wife, Debbi• Ion the left), and Helper Glen 
Brooks with his wife, Janet. Man In back not Identified. 
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Below-Permit Agent Wiiiard Rachal likes watching peo
ple. In background are, from the left : Sue Johnson, Sur
veyor Don Johnson, Joy Zowle, Vibrator Operator Joseph 
M. Arledge, Vibrator Mechanic Richard Zowle, and Claudia 
Arledge. Bottom-Making dinner a family affair are Vibra
tor Operator Joseph Arledge, son Michael, wife Claudia. 
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RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT bid bon voyage to Canadian 
Research Geophysicist T. E. (Ted) Clee for a month last 
fall. He and his family spent October in London, where Ted 
sha red a table in Supervisor Dave Johnston's crowded work 
area. Baby daughter Sarah celebrated her birthday abroad 
by taking her first solo steps and visiting the London Zoo's 
new baby giant pandas. The Clees returned to Houston 
equipped with new visas for an extended stay in the United 
States. 

R. D. (Dan) Wisecup, a research geophysicist in R & D , is 
the proud new father of a baby girl, Rebecca Anne, born 
October 17, 1974. She weighed 5 pounds, I 3 ounces at birth 
and is the second child of Dan and his wife, Donna. Rebecca 
Anne's brother Coll in is 3 Y2 years old. 

We have a new secretary, Haddy Springer, who recently 
moved to Houston from Miami. She has a son, Ken , age I 3, 
who is enrolled in the Alief Middle School. Haddy has ad
justed well to the hustle and bustle of life in Houston and 
proved herself indispensable during the recent hurried pre
parations for the Society of Exploration Geophysicists con
vention.-Linda Thies. 

.A NEWSPAPER ARTICLE was printed in the Anchorage Daily 
News in Alaska last fall about Westerners 0 . A. (Ollie) and 
Carol Krein. Ol lie is shop supervisor in the Anchorage shop 
and has been with Western for 21 years. 

The article was among a series of articles entitled "The 
Couples," the purpose of which was to tell of some of the 
happy marriages in Anchorage. The Kreins told the inter
viewer that consideration and shared religious beliefs were 
among the reasons for their happy 11-year marriage. 

The following is what the News reporter, Joanne Cose, 
wrote about Ollie and Carol: 

"Into a sky-blue converted double garage flanked with 
broad toy shelves, Charlie Brown figures, world maps, books, 
and small, multi-colored molded plastic chairs bound l 0 
bright-eyed three-year-olds. 

"It's the Broadview Pre-School run by Carol Krein , with 
furnishings and equipment built by her husband Ollie. And 
broadening the views of the youngsters to a world-wide scope 
is what it's all about. 

"With puppets, crafts , and songs and games from different 
countries, Carol teaches her budding charges that although 
there are big differences, the people of the world can get 
along. 

"Once a kimono-clad stewardess came to teach them 
the use of chopsticks. When her own children were in pre
school, the things she saw that weren't being done in the 
program prompted her to draw on her own teaching experi
ence to help children gain a positive self-concept in their early 
years. 

"The three-year-olds, who come two mornings a week, are 
followed on three afternoons by a group of 10 four-year-olds. 

"They have art and craft activities at a specially built table 
with pullout bins for supplies; nature walks in the wooded 
backyard, and rhythmic exercises because the youngsters are 
indoors so much in winter. Once a month there's a field trip 
to a special place like the fire station, sausage factory , or 
museum. 

"Ollie Krein's oi l exploration work for Western Geo
physical has taken him to every drilling location in Alaska. 
He came from South Dakota in 1957 with the first influx 
after the Swanson field discovery. 
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"The oil work lull in 1972 resulted in a transfer to Texas 
that left the family unhappy about leaving their home in 
Alaska. But only 10 months later they were back. 

"Much of their time these days is taken up in the short
trip chauffeuring of Kelly, 9, to Girl Scouts and gymnastic 
lessons; Kevin, 8, to judo; and Kathi, 6, to ballet. 

"The past year, the taking in of a deaf foster child from 
St. Paul in the Pribilofs, Bennie Tetoff, 9, has proved a 
broadening, learning experience for the whole family. They've 
taken classes to learn singing, and discovered much about the 
different world of deafness. 

"And so their own views continue to expand as they help 
children from the neighborhood expand theirs." 

Carol filled in a few more details for the PROFIL E about 
their foster child, Benny. An Aleut , Benny lives with the 
Kreins during the school year while he attends a special 
school for the deaf. He goes home for two weeks at Christmas 
and again from May until September. If he fits into their 
family life, he can presumably come back every year. A very 
nice boy, he gets a long well with all of the family. Carol said 
that she and Ollie had always talked about adopting a boy ; so 
when a friend to ld them about the need for foster parents 
for the deaf program, they decided that their family could 
fill that need . 

Carol went to Alaska in 1958 to teach fourth grade. After 
teaching there for two years, she went to the Philippines and 
taught for a year. Returning to Alaska, she met Ollie through 
a teacher who was married to a Westerner. Carol is originally 
from Chicago and went to Northern Illinois University in 
DeKalb. 

SPECIAL AWARD. Western Geophysical Company was se
lected by the Marine Technology Society to receive the Com
pass Industrial Award of 1974. The award was presented to 
our president, Booth B. Strange, at the society's annual con
vention in Washington, D. C., last fall by Dr. Robert M. 
White, administrator of the National Oceanic and Atmos
pheric Administration. 

Sponsored by Compass Publications, Inc., the award was 
founded in 1966. The citation accompanying the award states 
in part: , 

"The Marine Technology Society takes pleasure in present
ing the 1974 Compass Industrial Award to the Western Geo
physical Company of America in reedgnition of its outstand
ing contributions to the advancement of global geophysical 
exploration for offshore petroleum and natural gas. 

"Western Geophysical Company's marine research and 
development and the associated capital and personnel invest
ment over more than three decades has brought the company, 
and the United States, to the forefront in world offshore 
petroleum exploration. Accordingly, this performance is here
by cited as a superb example of enlightened industrial man
agement simultaneously providing major benefits to the spon
soring company, to the marine technology profession, to the 
petroleum industry and to the energy-short population of the 
free world ." 

Western entered the marine geophysical field 34 years ago 
by lashing trucks to the deck of a barge . Since then the Com
pany has become the largest marine geophysical contractor in 
the world and is one of the largest operators on land as well. 
The Company is also the world's largest commercial user of 
magnetic computer tape. 
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THE ANNUAL Houston ' office Christmas dinner-dance was 
held on December 7 at the Marriott Hotel. More than 400 
participants from the administrative offices, Digital Data 
Systems, Galveston laboratory and shops, and Aero Services 
and some former (retired) Westerners enjoyed a sit-dow n din
ner. From 7 :30 P.M. unti l midnight the event, in addition to 
dinner, included music by "The Sound Track," dancing, and 
door prizes and "gag" gifts. 

Dr. E. J. (Buck) Matcker, president of Aero Services and 
vice president of Western, was ma ter of ceremonies. The 
door prizes went to Patty Rains, wife of Quality Control 
Supervisor Bill Rains, and Shirley Howard, receptionist in 
the finance department. Some of the gag gifts were presented 
to the following: Joe Boudreaux, for "the best moustache," 
received a bag of walnuts and a unique nutcracker; Pur
chasing Agent Bob Sasseen, a lemon-scented cand le for "the 
best fed"; Field Supervisor Monroe Taylor, an instant coffee 
server and a fruitcake for "the hungriest looking"; and Min
nie Neilson, "the most" (lovely lady), a fruitcake and a muffin 
tin. Other distinctions were made for Geophysical Technician 
Mike Salinas, "the wildest jacket"; Frank Konrath, ·'high 
flyer of the n ight"; and Geophysical Technician Linda Dixon, 
the "most unusual neckpiece." 

Executive Assistant C. J. ( Clif) Phillips and Secretaries 
Penny Owens and Jackie Ragan and Junior Clerk Carolyn 
Debose were in charge of party arrangements and ticket 
selling. A word of appreciation goes also to those who assisted 
with ticket sales in each building: Lois Sewell , Aero Service; 
Mauri Cauthen, Latin American operations; Marsha Baker, 
instrumentation lab; Sharon Deats, Galveston; Sue Montague, 
public relations; Faye Gra ham, navigation; Eunice Hoffer; 
interpretation-review; Suellen Hardin, safety; Benay Stauffer, 
data processi ng and deve lopment; Sandy Koi , purchasing, 
Cindy Schneider, general services; and Shirley Howard, fi 
nance.-Jackie R agan. 

Jn addition to Jackie Raga11's report about the party, the 
PROFILE received a personal report from Jacquelyn. P. (Jacki) 
Palfrey, a junior secretary in the interpretation department. 
The following was taken from her impressions: 

This is my first yea r at Western Geophysica l, and there
fore it was my firs t opportunity to attend the annual Western 
Geophysical Company Christmas party. 

On arriving at the Marriott, my escort and I were directed 
to the main ballroom where we were greeted by Penny 
Owens. Penny turned out to be a lifesaver for me that eve
ning. The events that occurred were like a rerun of an old 
movie. Tn the opening scene the "heroine" (me) is running 
late and upon arriving finds that she has forgotten the tickets. 
As if conditions were not bad enough, she is in the company 
of a not-so-understanding fellow who informs her there will 
be one less secretary at Western Geophysical come Monday 
morning if he has to drive her back to her apartment for the 
tickets. Through the ass istance of Penny my life was spared, 
and my escort and I were able to gain admittance and were 
seated at our table. 

At the table were some other members of the interpretation 
department a nd some from the navigation . After formal in
troduct ions were made, we joined in the fest ivities, which 
began with cocktai ls and music. 

After dinner we danced to the music provided by "The 
Sound Track." This group played a variety of music, from 
country-western (which is my favorite) and rock 'n' ro ll to 
polkas a nd waltzes. Those Westerners who were not dancing 
were tak ing the opportunity to visit with old and new friends. 

After entertaining the group with several amusing Aggie 
and golfing jokes, the master of ceremonies, Dr. Mateker, 
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presented an assortment of prizes. He then introduced Mr. 
Booth Strange, president of Western Geophysical Company, 
who wished everyone a Merry Chri tmas and expressed the 
hope that each person was enjoying himself. I was impressed 
in Mr. Strange's brief remarks by his optimism as he empha
sized the fact that Western is consistently expanding whereas 
many other companies are folding or reducing their work 
forces. Mr. Strange ta lked of the future plans at Western 
Geophysica l and made each individual fee l as if he were a 
part of those plans. 

Then friend s were saying their goodbys and wishing each 
other holiday cheers. It was an enjoyable and memorable 
evening for me. Why does one have a good time at a party? 
For ome people it wil l be the music ; for others it will be the 
dinner that they enjoyed. I believe one has a good time be
cause of the people. The warmth and friendliness of all of the 
people at this party was evident in the atmosphere. l felt that 
I was with friends although I did not know eve n half of the 
people there. This was an unusual and enlightening feeling 
for me . 

At the Houston Christmas party Vice Presi dent J . M. IJi ml Hornsby 
!left) a nd his wife, Jane, talk with Presi dent Boo th B. Stra nge. 

W ESTERN PROFILE 

Dr. E. J . !Buck) Ma teker, vice p resident and ma ster of ceremonies 
for the Christmas d inner-dance in Houston , presen ts the prizes of 
the e vening . Above-Reception ist Shirley Howard receives one of 
the door priu s. Below- You are " the most" Dr. Mateker te ll s 
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lovely lady Minnie Nelson. Above- Geophysical Technician Linda 
Dixon is congratulated for wearing " the most unusual neckpiece ." 
Be low- Purchasing Agent Bob Sasseen, determined "the best fed," 
ope ns his prize, a lemon-scented candle, presented by Dr. Mateker. 
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THE ANNUAL Houston ' office Christmas dinner-dance was 
held on December 7 at the Marriott Hotel. More than 400 
participants from the administrative offices, Digital Data 
Systems, Galveston laboratory and shops, and Aero Services 
and some former (retired) Westerners enjoyed a sit-dow n din
ner. From 7 :30 P.M. unti l midnight the event, in addition to 
dinner, included music by "The Sound Track," dancing, and 
door prizes and "gag" gifts. 

Dr. E. J. (Buck) Matcker, president of Aero Services and 
vice president of Western, was ma ter of ceremonies. The 
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Mauri Cauthen, Latin American operations; Marsha Baker, 
instrumentation lab; Sharon Deats, Galveston; Sue Montague, 
public relations; Faye Gra ham, navigation; Eunice Hoffer; 
interpretation-review; Suellen Hardin, safety; Benay Stauffer, 
data processi ng and deve lopment; Sandy Koi , purchasing, 
Cindy Schneider, general services; and Shirley Howard, fi 
nance.-Jackie R agan. 

Jn addition to Jackie Raga11's report about the party, the 
PROFILE received a personal report from Jacquelyn. P. (Jacki) 
Palfrey, a junior secretary in the interpretation department. 
The following was taken from her impressions: 
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The Houston-Galveston employees' Christmas party was 
funl Top-Coming in from Mexico City to surprise her par
ents, Vice President and Mrs. Howard Dingman lleftl, for 
the holidays were Diane Seagall and her husband, Lynn . 
Above-Say cheese! From left to right are: seated, Rose
mary Curtis, Jane Clee, Research Geophysicist T. E. Clee; 
standing, Senior Programmer R. E. Chambers, Faye Cham
bers, and Programming Supervisor W. C. Curtis. Below
Robyn Price, Navigation Supervisor Evan Price, and Peggy 
!Mrs. Leo) Snowman finish their meals. Bottom-Junior 
Draftswoman Marie Brooks and husband Billy Joe are 
ready to dance all night to music of "The Sound Track ." 

The steak dinner and the company were enjoyed by every
one. Top-"That was good!" says Controller Tom Hix . His 
wife, Jeanette, agrees as Cindy !Mrs. Johnl Synott is still 
deciding. Above-Enjoying their after-dinner coffee are, 
from the left: Employee Relations Department Manager Ron 
Williams, Mary Williams, Molly Brookes, and George 
Brookes, executive vice president of Aero Services. Below 
-Junior Clerk Delorise Varble (second from leftl and Sup
ply Clerk Norma Moeller both brought their husbands, 
Keith and Wayne, respectively, to enjoy the Christmas fes
tivities. Bottom-Ready to dig in are Art Petitt lleftl, Stock 
Room Supervisor Linda Petitt, and Secretary Carol Gormley. 

Top-The men sit by waiting for dinner while their wives 
chat. They are, from the left: Senior Research Engineer 
Leo Ott, Kay Ott, Carma Evans, and Navigation Instru
ments Supervisor Mike Evans. Above-Retired Westerner 
Charlie Crawford and wife Judy (right) came to the Hous
ton Christmas party from Lafayette, Louisiana. With them 
are Senior Geophysical Analyst Dick Warde() and wife 
Mary. Below-Rob Rector lleftl, manager of the Galveston 
lab, carries on a conversation with Larry Thomas, director 
of employee relations, while Margie Rector listens . Bottom 
-George and Genie Harper lleftl enjoy the company of 
Assistant Billing Supervisor Herb Little and wife Connie . 

Top-Who told the joke? Amused by it are, from the left: 
Senior Accountant Steve Wilkerson, Accounting Clerk Patsy 
Scarborough, Rick Johnston, and Junior Accountant Karen 
Johnston. Above-Who knows what inspired this reaction 
from Clerk Barbara Kiesel. Her husband, Jim lleftl, seems 
unaware of it while Controller Tom Hix blithely carries on 
his conversation. Below-Technical Writer Carlos Byars and 
wife Diane smile contentedly after dinner. Bottom-Oops! 
Payroll Manager R. J. (Bobl Mason studies his glass a s his 
wife, Mary, helps Vice President V. C. !Viel Boyd recover 
from a spill. Accounting Manager R. D. (Ricki Garrett is 
looking on while Shirley Boyd moves on around the table . 
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Far right-David W. Scharf Crightl receives a gold watch that was 
presented to him on behalf of Western by Dr. Paolo Cella, man
aging director of Western Ricerche Geofisiche, at a retirement 
party honoring Dave in Milano, Italy. Formerly a party chief for 
Ricerche crews, Dave was serving as a senior analyst in the Milan 
digital center prior to his retirement last December 31. Right
Dave, with wife Maria at his side, opens a gift from his fellow 
workers. In the large parcel is a full set of woodworking tools. 

HONORED at a retirement dinner party in Italy was David 
W. Scharf, senior analyst in the Milan digital center. More 
than 30 of his colleagues and associates of the center gath
ered at the "Peppino" restaurant in Milan on January 31 to 
say goodby to this 19-year veteran Westerner. Brief farewell 
addresses by Dr. Paolo Cella, managing director of Western 
Ricerche Geofisiche, and Rich Holmer, technical manager 
of the MDC. were followed by the presentation to Dave ot 
a gold watch by Dr. Cella on behalf of Western. Dave's fellow 
employees gave him a complete set of woodworking tools. 
Dave, in fact, plans to devote much of his retirement time to 
fixing up a home that the Scharfs own in sunny Sicily.
Giuseppina Volpi. 

More on 25 Years 

tract for (oil company in Denmark) , I was assigned the 
responsibility of looking after the crew, obtaining permits, 
and so forth; so consequently I proceeded to Copenhagen, 
in April 1963. From then until November of the same 
year I spent three weeks of every four in Europe, leaving 
Ellen and Mike (wife and son) in Las PaJmas as we still 
had one land crew operating down there. 

"This period in Europe was exciting and extremely in
teresting as, strangely, none of the government bureaus in 
Norway, Denmark, Germany, Holland, or England were 
familiar with any form of marine seismic exploration; and 
consequently there were endless meetings with Ministry of 
Mines people, Ministry of Fisheries, Ministry of Defense 
(normally the navy), and so on. In almost every case it was 
a matter of explaining exactly what we were trying to do, 
when and how. Included in this period were all the neces
sary preparations to work in the mine fields offshore Hol
land, which posed a lot of politically sensitive problems 
but really did not in any way represent a risk to our vessels. 

"With recognition of the growing demand for explora
tion in the North Sea, it was decided that we should open 
an office in London for the forthcoming boom year of 
1964. Consequently Ellen, Mike, and I arrived in London 
on November 23, l 963 , and established Western's first 
office here, which was a desk in my flat. These last 11 
years in London have resulted in considerable travel as 
the London office grew; and probably the most frequent 
place of visiting in the last five years has been Algeria, 
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with an average of something like a trip every six weeks. 
(In 1967 Leo was made manager of operations, Europe; 
and in 1971 he was promoted to vice president, Europe 
and Africa operations.) 

"A lot of water has passed under the bridge in the last 
25 years, and I still remember a lot of things that have 
occurred that have made places and people extremely in
teresting. I would hate to say which was the best place I 
have lived, but I can assure you (deleted) was the worst. 
Okay, Marianne, that's about it , I think .. " 

That is it except for Leo's background and family . A 
native of Montreal, he spoke both English and French 
when he joined Western and has no doubt learned Spanish 
since then. He graduated from McGill University, Mon
treal, with a B.S. degree in geology and mathematics. For 
relaxation this Western vice president enjoys golfing and 
gardening, especially the growing of roses and dahlias. Leo 
even has a small greenhouse at his home and so can pur
sue his hobby a bit even in winter. 

Ellen Dunn, like most "doodlebuggers' " wives, has 
made many moves, including some 40 in Canada and the 
States, plus Venezuela, the Canary Islands, and England. 
Also, like many Western wives, she likes to play bridge. 
Ellen and Leo have two children, Michael Phillip, 22, and 
Catherine Cecelia, 9. Mike earned his degree, with honors, 
in business and is currently doing accounting for Western 
in London. Cathy has inherited her father's interest in 
math and is doing well in school. 
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