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E IN THE UNITED STATES are again in the midst 
of a presidential election campaign. One third 

of our Senators and all of the members of the House 
of Representatives are also campaigning for election . 
We, the voters, are in the enviable position of decid
ing which man shall be our president for the next four 
years and which political party will control our legis
lature. We should all vote! 

Conditions in our great country have changed dra
matically since our last presidential election. The 
following are among the most important: 

The riots and demonstrations that were tear
ing our major cities apart have virtually stopped. 

The number of American troops in Vietnam has 
been reduced from approximately 540,000 to less 
than 40,000. 

Talks have been held with both the Russians 
and Chinese that hopefully have greatly reduced 
the chances for armed confrontations between 
the ma jor powers in the years to come. 

Runaway inflation has been slowed to less 
than 3 ¼ per year. 

The general economy is now strong. (In the 
case of Western, our sales are 45¼ higher than 
they were four years ago.) 

We all realize that there is still a great number of 
unsolved problems in our country. Many believe that 
the present administration has been highly effective 
in attacking our problems and have confidence that 
the present approach offers the best overall chance 
for success with the least risk to our essential free
doms. Others are dissatisfied with the present admin
istration's results and feel that a new approach would 
be more effective. 

Our presidential and legislative elections this year 
are, as always, extremely important. This election 
could be very close . In close elections every vote is 
important. This is illustrated by the 1960 election 
when John Kennedy was elected by an average major
ity of less than one vote per precinct. President Nixon's 
plurality in 1968 averaged out to less than three votes 
per precinct. 

I strongly urge each of you to study and consider 
carefully the major issues of this campaign and then, 
VOTE! 



The Western Beacon is one of the ships 
the M arine Transpo rt Division manages; 
it has travel ed around the world. Here 
it is seen working off Muscat, Arabia, 
as the recording ship for the prospect. 
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Marine Transport Division 
, , } ESTERN's Marine Tr ansport Division was born on 

April 1, 1964, to manage the operation of our 
marine seismic fleet. The decision was made to head
quarter our new division in Pascagoula, Mississippi, as 
most of our vessels were built in the area and Pascagoula 
was the home port of record. (Headquarters is now in 
Galveston, Texas.) R. L. (Bob) Nicholls was chosen as 
manager of this new endeavor 
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The year 1964 was the start of a period of rapid ex
pansion in our marine activities . At the beginning of this 
year our Company -owned fleet consisted of 10 vessels, 
but a building program was already under way During 
1964 the Western Geophysicals I, II, and III were built, 
and the F B Walker, Miss Freeport, and Hornet were 
purchased. This did not end the building program. In 
1965 the Wes tern Crest, Western Gulf, Western Reef, and 
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Western Beacon were delivered. A year later the Western 
Sea, Western Beach, and Western Shoal were added. 

Our fleet remained fairly static for the next two years, 
but in 1969 we ventured into foreign shipbuildi ng. The 
Western Endeavour was designed, constructed, and deliv
ered in early 1970 at Maryborough, Queens land, Australia. 
Then in 1971 the Wes tern I slander was designed and con
structed in Singapore. Delivery was made in March of this 
year The Western Cape and Western Cay were added to 
our fleet this past April. Over the years some of our older 
boats have been retired from service . 

Most of these vessels are fitted with the most up -to-date 
mar ine equipment for comfort, safety, and efficient opera
tion. They are equipped with depth reco rders, radars, 
sonar units, and automatic pilots . Any captain will tell you 
that the "Iron Mike" (automatic pilot) is like hav ing an 
extra seaman on board. Some ships are equipped with 
satellite navigation for pinpointing shot -po int locations and 
for navigating on ocean voyages. Single sideband radios 
are installed for world -wide communications with Houston 
and other vessels. All of the vessels are air-conditioned, 
and the well-equipped galleys are amply stocked with 
groceries. As in everything else, economy is a consideration 
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when it comes to food but never at the expense of quality 
or quantity 

Our Marine Transport Division uses language that dif
fers from the everyday E nglish of the land lubbers. A floor 
is not a floor, it is a deck . A ceiling is an over head . A wall 
is a bulkhead . A window is a porthole or portl ight. Other 
unusual terms are in common use in this div ision, such as 
cofferdam, keelson, sheer strake , dead rise, garboard , 
scant lings, and laza rette . Of course, left is port and right 
is starboard. 

The MTD works in close contact with other departments 
of Western. Scheduling of repa irs and rig ups must be co
ordinated with area managers, seism ic superviso rs, and 
instrument superv isors. Our radio and navigation depart
ments assist and direct the maintena nce of commu nications 
and electron ic navigation equipment. Our fore ign shipping 
department makes certain that a ir and ocean shipments of 
equipment and repair parts arr ive when needed. The Gal
veston laboratory is always ready to provide personnel for 
rigging, consultation on mutual problems, and administra
tive assistance . T he Marine Transport D ivision enjoys the 
co-operat ion of all of these departments, which contribute 
greatly to the overall success of our operat ions . 
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Western sh ips co n b e fou nd operati ng all over the world. Left- The Western 
Endeavour bu ilt in Aus tralia, is seen short ly of ter it was comm issioned. 
Below-The Western Geophysical Ill and the Bayou Chico dock in Stavanger, 
Norwa y. Righ t- The Western Geophysical I is ho isted onto o large fre ig hter 
for transp o rt to th e Nether la nds, where ii will arr ive wi th a clean hull, 
without wea r and tear, and all ready to begin o pera tio ns in th e Nor th Seo. 

The scope of activities of our Mar ine Transport Divi
swn is broad. This department is concerned with the man
ning, maintenance , and operation of our vessels . The 
maritime laws of all nations, including the United States, 
are strict. This is necessarily so for the safety of the per
sonnel assigned to the vessels. The MTD must be certain 
that our vessels are properly documented, that they are 
sound and seaworthy, and that all life rafts, lifeboats, life 
preservers, and fire-fighting equipment are periodically 
inspected and in good working order Electronic equip 
ment, such as radars, gyrocompasses, rad ios, and depth 
recorders, must be kept in top condition. Propulsion ma
chinery must be maintained in good working condition. On 
many foreign voyages a folio of documents must be kept 
up to date for presentat ion to local autho rities. These com
prise each vessel's registration certificate, shipping articles, 
international load line and / or classification certificates, 
certified crew list, radio license, deratization cert ificate 
(a paper showing that the vessel has been inspected and is 
rat free) , port clearance papers, stores list, safety cer ti
ficates, and the like . 

An annual drydocking is scheduled to check the con
dition of each vessel's hu ll. Barnacles and seaweed are 
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clean ed off, and new hull paint is applied. The propellers, 
propulsion shafts, and rudder s are examined and repa ired 
if necessary While the ship is on dry dock, it is normal to 
have her surveyed by the American Bureau of Shipping. 
This agency is commissioned by the United States Coast 
Guard to assign international load lines and certificates 
of classification. Particularly inter ested in the water-tight 
integrity of the vessel, the agency exa mines the hull, deck, 
and superstructure for flaws and deterioration of the steel 
plate. All frames are also inspected. Any penetrations of 
the hull or fathometer transducers, sea cocks, and the like 
are given spec ial attention. 

This broad operation is now directed from our Marine 
Transport Division headquarters in Western's new Galves
ton facility When this facility was under construction, our 
Pascagoula office was closed and shop was set up in a 
portion of the new laboratory Space was provided at the 
rear of the facility for docking of our vessels. A 300-foot 
wharf was constructed, in addition to a 100-foot x 40-foot 
slip. There is also a ship-fitting building on the wharf. It is 
equipped with drill press, grinder, welding machines, and 
sandblasting equipment. Much of the rigging of seismic 
equipment can be accomplished here on our domestic 
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Marine Transport Division Manager Bob Nicholl s is bu sy on 
the telepho ne, as usual, in his Galvesto n, Texas, offic e. 
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vessels. A limited amount of above-wa ter repair is also 
don e on our ships. 

Th e Galvesto n Marin e Tra nspo rt Division office is the 
hub of this world-wid e activity Th e office is staffed by 
Bob Nicholls and two marine supervisors, Danie l M. 
(Dan) Crissman and Archi e Flowers. The secretary, Mari e 
Hitchc ock, ably assists these men in the many admini stra
tive tasks that arise from day to day This office support s 
our vessels in many ways. Personnel recruitmg for ship 
ca ptains, engineers, mates, mechanics, and sea men is con
ducted here. Th e procur ement of merchant marin e docu
ments, passports, and visas is also hand led . Scheduling of 
repair s and vessel movements , purchasing of repa ir part s, 
insurance claims, and fuel contracts are only a sma ll par t 
of the administrative dutie s of this office. 

When Bob was chosen as manager of the Marine T rans
port Division in 1964 , he had been a Westerner since 1949 
and was living in New Orleans with his wife Catherine and 
their three daughters, Cathy, Barbara, and Rosemary Th e 
family moved to Pascagou la, where the gir ls graduated 
from high schoo l. Hurri cane Ca mille hit Pascagou la and 
surrounding area while they were living there. Thou gh 
his own prop erty was covered with debris, Bob worked 
with his volunteer sta ff in the search for the area fam ilies 
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l eft-S ecre tary Ma rie Hitchcock 
pause s in her typ ing to smile for 
the photograph e r. Be low-Ma
rine Supervi sor Dan Crissman lust 
cannot see m to find the top of his 
desk und er all of that paperwork! 

of Westerners at sea around the world so that he could 
get word to them abo ut their loved ones. When the MTD 
was tra nsferred to Galve ston, the Nicholl s took up res i
dence in nearby Dickinson, Tex as . Here they soon had a 
rathe r harrowing experi ence with escaped prisoners who 
spent the night in their home and then took Catherine as a 
hosta ge. She was late r released unharm ed. 

Upon his appointment as manag er of the new Marine 
Transport Division , Bob had been associa ted with Western 's 
marin e seismic crews since 1953 and was quit e familiar 
with their operations. Th e marin e transportation industry 
is a very broad field, however, and Bob says that he found 
he had a lot to learn. Being a dedica ted , capabl e, hard 
working perso n, learn it he did! T oday he leads a very 
efficient operation , with the help of his staff in Galveston 
and arou nd the world . 

Dan Cris sman joined Western in December 1967 after 
20 years in the United States avy He brought with him 
a broad experience in vessel construction, operation, and 
communications. Dan res ides with his wife Willie, son 
Danny, and daughter Carol in Texas City He looks after 
most of the purch asing for the Marin e Tr ansport Division. 
If a piece of chain , a pump part, a gallon of paint, an 
engine part is needed , Dan knows where to get it and who 
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Right-Vincent Alexander is ma
rine mechanic for our European, 
African, and Near East areas. 

will give the best price. He continually grumbles about 
paperwork but has not seen the top of his desk since he 
first joined us. 

A misplaced Y ankee from Pennsylvania, who still has 
not been tempted to try the Gul f Coast's raw oysters or 
crawfish, Dan assists in all facets of the mar ine operat ions 
and is a dedicated and energetic worker, who willingly 
shoulders all respons ibilities that are given to him. H e is a 
capable public speaker and has addressed some of the 
maritime schools in the area . Also a school teacher of 
sorts, D an has conducted classes for our seamen to enable 
them to obtain radio operator's licenses. Hi s record is 
good as he has only had one failure among more than 20 
students . He is still conducting his classes. In addition, 
Dan took a First Aid course and now holds an instructor's 
certificate . 

Archie Flowers joined Western in May 1965 as a marine 
engineer It was apparent that Archie's capabilities would 
lead him to a superv isory position, and he was made a 
marine supervisor in 1967 Archie and his family spent 
more than three years in Singapore looking after our opera
tions in that area . Assigned to the Galveston office in the 
summer of 1971, Archie purchased a home in Seabrook, 
Texas . Hi s wife F ay and daughter Renee are happy to be 
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Left-Marine Supervisor Elwood Creel takes a break from work on one 
of Western's ships. Below-Ma rine Supervisor Archie Flowers, who is 
usually found outdoors looking after drydockings and equipment rig
gings, tokes a short rest inside the Galve ston office for a change. 

settled in their own home. Archie also is an ex-serviceman, 
having spent 20 years in the United States Air Force. A 
journeyman diese l mechanic, he ably looks after drydock
ings and equipment rigging. His most recent assignment 
was the design and construction supervision of the Western 
I slander Archie has his hat in hand and passport ready as 
he is called on short notice to troubleshoot marine problems 
anywhere in the world. 

Elwood Creel is also assigned to the Galveston office 
as a marine supervisor Elwood rose through the ranks, 
having worked as a captain on our vessels since 1963 
Elwood's fellow workers fondly address him as "Mr 
Clean." As a captain Elwood always had his sh ips spotless 
inside and out. A perfectionist, he is never sat isfied with 
halfway measures. Hi s favorite expression is "I know you 
want it done right." He supervises riggings and drydockings 
and occasionally is called on to relieve our captains for 
vacation or sick leave. Elwood's brothers, Larry and 
Norman (Blackie), have been captains on Western's 
vessels since 1965 and 1966, respectively They also be
lieve in the philosophy of a "tight, clean" ship. 

Our Southeast Asia operations are ably managed by 
Crawford J Ru shing, who resides in Singapore with his 
wife Dolores. Crawford had been working on our vessels 
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since 1962 as a marine engineer until 1964 when he was 
promoted to marine supervisor After several years in our 
London office, "C. J " was transferred to Singapore. He is 
a top diesel mechanic and hand les all repairs and riggings. 
His suitcase is always packed as he is frequently called on 
short notice to troubleshoot marine problems . Crawford 
has a facility for crowding extra hours into each day as 
his energy is unlimited. As one outside gyrocompass tech
nician said after working with C. J for three days, "I 
thought I worked hard, but I can't keep up with that man ." 

Crawford is assisted by Mar io Lister, who resides in 
Singapore with his wife Carmen and children . He served 
as a marine engineer on our vessels before he was based 
on shore. Mar io is usually involved with engine and other 
machinery overhaul but is also called on to look after 
riggings and drydockings. As with the others, his bag is 
always packed and his passport ready 

Vincent Alexander is assigned to our European, Afr ican, 
and Near East operations. He received his training in diesel 
engines from General Motors and is called upon for engine 
repairs in his area and also looks after parts orders and 
expedites shipments to the ships. Vincent has served in the 
capacity of marine mechanic since 1968 

Our vessels have plied the waters of six continents, and 
we have made many friends around the world. Shipping 
agents, shipyards, local tradesmen, and port authorities 
all over the world know our green and white ships. Our 
crews are mobile, and frequent moves are the rule . As 
one seaman said, "If you don't like the port you are in, 
don't worry about it. You'll soon be in a new one." 

These vessels have called at the exotic ports of Tahiti, 
Honolulu, and Las Palmas and the highly industr ialized 
ports of Rotterdam, Marseilles, and Singapore. They have 
made trans it through the Panama and Suez Canals . They 
have circumnavigated Africa and Australia, crossed the 
Atlantic, Pacific, and Indian Oceans, and braved the icy 
cold of the polar seas. The Western Beacon has voyaged 
completely around our planet, and other ships lack only 
the crossing of another ocean to equal the Beacon's 
accomplishment. 

Our vessels have not always sailed under their own 
power to reach their destination, however. On several 
occasions they have been loaded on the decks of large 
freighters, which carried them as any other deck cargo. 
They were unloaded at the port of destination with a clean 
bottom, without wear and tear, and all ready for the pros
pect. 

To navigate safely the many dangerous waters of the 
world, it is necessary to have good ships, but above all 
it is necessary to have experienced seamen at their helms. 
Many of our captains and engineers were operating 
Western vessels even before our Marine Transport Divi
sion was formed . Our excellent safety record and successful 
operation can be attributed to some of these veterans, such 
as August (Duckie ) Alves, E. L. (Jelly) King, Al Battaya, 
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Ca ptain W G. ITiny l Willi a ms is one of West ern' s vete ra n seamen 
who skillfully o pera te the control s in the whe elhou se . Tiny is shown 
on the Western Sea, which was working of f Gre ece at the time. 

Morris Arguelles, Charlie Stevens, Richard Leleaux, W G 
(Tiny) Williams, and many more. 

In addition to our Compa ny-owned vessels, the Marine 
Transport Division plays a part in the chartering of other 
vessels. When we do not have enough ships of our own to 
fulfill all of our commitments, it is necessary to charter 
other vessels to take up the slack. The MTD is called on 
to inspect these vessels for condition and suitability and 
in many cases to assist in rigging the seismic equipment. In 
the case of bare-boat charters, the cond ition is almost as if 
we owned them as we are responsible for the manning, 
maintenance, and operat ion. 

There are many headaches connected with the opera
tion of such a large fleet as Western's . Our competent 
personnel keeps emergencies at a minimum, but midnight 
telephone calls or cables for assistance are sometimes re
ceived. Most of the problems can be solved with the help 
of our very capab le foreign shipping depart ment, which 
handles and expedites the shipment of the required repair 
parts. Sometimes it is necessary for one of the marine super
visors to grab his suitcase and call the nearest travel agent. 

Our marine seismic operat ions are constantly changing. 
New areas are ventured into, new techniques discovered, 
new international regulations put into effect, and new 
and better equipment invented. We must keep pace with 
the ever-changing industry The operation of a marine 
transport division is sometimes hard and the hours long, 
but it is never dull. There are always new challenges and 
adventures. All of the headaches and problems of a difficult 
r ig up or arduous voyage are forgotten when we hear that 
a new production record has been set, that our data is good, 
and that our client is pleased. That is what it is all about. 
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Story by Mike King 

INGERING in the memories of many Westerners and 
non-Westerners in Singapore will be Sunday, Feb

ruary 13 On this day a new member of Wcstern 's flee t, the 
Western Islander , was launched by Cyndi icholls, young 
daughter of Vice Pr esident C. W (Chic) 1icholls and 
wife Bonnie. I t was a proud moment for all of those con
cerned with the project , but Vice Pr esident Nicholls and 
Marine Sup ervisor Archie Flowers, who had nursed the 
project a long from an idea into a reality, the finished 
product, were delighted to see the vessel in the water 

Mornings in Singapore a rc usuall y br ight and clea r, and 
the day of the launc hing proved to be no exception. Over 
400 guests, including distinguished visitors from Ind o-

Abov-Delivering o brief pre
launch speech is Vice Presiden t 
C. W Nicholls . Right-Doughier 
Cyndi Nicholl s (center! holds 
the bottle of champagne as she 
prepares lo launch the Western 
1$/onder On the plotform with 
her ore , from the left: Keki 
Vesuna, architect ; o reporter; 
a photographer ; Victor Choy , 
managing director of Weng Chon 
Shipyard, helping the Laun ch 
Lady; Sam Cho y, Weng Chan 
director; Mrs. Som Choy; Archi e 
Flowers, marine supervisor; and 
Vice President C. W Nicho lls. 
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nesia, rep resentativ es from the Singapore gove rnm ent, our 
friends from the oil compan ies, and a good sprinkling of 
Westerners, gathered at Weng Chan shipyard to see the 
first-eve r launching of a seismic vessel in the Rep ublic of 
Singapo re. 

Before we proceed with the day's events , however, let 
us present to you the new addi tion to the Western fleet. It 
can be trul y claim ed that the Islander stands in a class of 
its own as it is the only seismic vessel in the world designed 
espec ially to work in both deep and sha llow water It 
carries both a streamer cable and a floatin g cab le and thus 
has the ab ility to complete all aspects of a marin e surve y 
without hav ing to return to base to re-eq uip. Being triple
screwed and havi ng a bow thruster make her ex treme ly 
maneuverable and able to hold her position when shooting 
shallow-water "back down" operations. Th e vessel is rigged 
for AQUAPULSE ® and MAXIPULSE ® operations and 
navigates using WI sn, or Shor an. Sta tisticall y she is 120 
feet lon g and has a 32-foot bea m. The Western Islande r is 
air-conditioned throughout , with accommodations for 29 
crew men. Best of all, she ha s a draft of only 3 feet, to 
permit operations in rea lly shallow wa ter 
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On arrival at the shipyard the guests were greeted by the 
smell of burning incense, the sound of incantations, and 
the sight and sound of Singapore's famous Lion Dancers, 
all of which, accord ing to Chinese legend, ward off evil 
spirits and bring good fortune to the vessel. Meanwhi le, 
refreshments were being served by the charming "Tiger" 
girls. On complet ion of the Lion Dancing ceremony, the 
official party entered the launching platform, where gar
lands and gifts were exchanged . This all must have brought 
back memories to Mrs . Nicho lls, who launched the Western 
Endeavour in October 1969 After brief speeches by our 
vice president and Mr Choy, of Weng Chan's, the Launc h 
Lady stepped forward to perform her duties, which she 
carried out extremely well. In a sweet, clear voice and 
with accurate aim, she christened the vessel with the tra
ditional bottle of champagne . 

That evening a reception and buffet dinner were held 
at the Mandar in Ho tel. Westerner John Hoogeveen, who 
cate rs the Western vessels in the Far East area, did an ex
cellent job in arrang ing this function. A spray of Singa
pore orchids was presented to each lady, and a buffet of 
Singaporean, Indonesian, American, F rench, and Swiss 
types of food was greatly enjoyed by all. An oil-industry 
theme dominated the room decorations, with some made 
from margarine, including an excellent rep lica of the 
Islander, and others of ice. 
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Left top-Gathered in Singapore a l keel laying cer emonies for the 
We stern Islande r are , from the left: Marine Supervisor Crawford 
Rushing ; Marine Engineer Mario Lister ; Weng Chan Shipyard Man• 
aging Director Victor Choy; Marine Supervisor Archie Flowers; Weng 
Chan Director Sam Choy; and , from the American Bureau of Ship
ping, Guadenz io Bracco. Left lower-Lion Dancers perform prior 
lo la unching lo ward off evil and lo bring the ship good fortune. 

Below-The West<,rn Island er stands ready for launching ceremonies 
al the shipyard in Singapore. Bollom-Offically launched , the 
Wester n Is land e r moves from the platform , splashing into the sea. 

i 
t 



First Aid Classes 
Begun by Western 

WESTERN GEOPHYSICAL takes the lead again, setting 
the pattern and pace for the geophysical and other 

industries. We now have four of our own trained F irst Aid 
instructors who will be teaching the Standard and Ad
vanced First Aid courses to Western personnel throughout 
the world. 

The Occupational Safety and Health Act, administered 
by the Department of Labor, requires that any crew or 
individual working more than 15 minutes from medical 
facilities must have a trained First Aid man on the job. 
This pertains to United States crews only; however, Western 
Geophysical management recognizes the wisdom of this 
requirement and therefore is implementing its training 
program on a world-wide basis on all of our crews. 

Safety Supervisor Sean Staddon will be traveling to 
Alaska, Canada, and the Rocky Mountain-Pacific Coast 
areas to instruct the crews there, Marine Supervisor Dan 
Crissman will teach the First Aid course to the marine 
personnel, and Maintenance Superintendent William 
McWilliams will "hold forth" with any and all personnel 
in or moving through Galveston (Pelican Island) as time 
and tide permit. Safety Engineer Chet Hale, head of 
Western's Safety Program, is, of course, our fourth in
structor It is also hoped that we shall be able to have 
several instructors from our different offices. Inasmuch as 
Chet will not have time to train Western personnel in 
London and Singapore to help him as instructors, he hopes 
to enlist the services of the International Red Cross facil
ities for this in those areas . 

The object of this overall program is to make time and 
to take time to train as many personnel as possible in First 
Aid. It takes 10 hours to teach the Standard course. 
Instead of the usual weekly evening sessions that go on 
for many weeks, classs are being held for day-long sessions, 
for as many days as possible without interrupting work 
schedules. Th e first class had a total of 16 hours of 
instruction. As the students receive credit for only the 
Standard, or basic, course, records are being kept so that 
those with more than 10 hours may return later for 
additional hours to comp lete the Advanced course . The 
goal is to train enough personnel so that any transferring 
of those who have been trained will not leave a crew 
without a First Aid man. To accomplish this, the program 
will be a continuing one throughout the world. 

Where the facilities and time permit, Western wives will 
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"See! I fold you the Pecto rali s Ma jor is connected to the Sterno
cleidomasloid and not the Latissimu s Dorsi." From the left ore 
three of our four new First Aid instructors, Dan Crissman, William 
McWilliams , and Chet Hale. (Photos of initial class on page 10.1 

be invited to attend these classes in an effort to spread 
the good knowledge throughout the "Western Family" 
Just our way of saying "thanks" to the wives (and chil
dren) who have contributed to our overall Safety picture. 

The first First Aid class was graduated in Houston, and 
Western now has 10 more "First Aiders" who have com
pleted 16 hours of instruction. They are David Allyn 
Trogenrud, Party 79, Ernie Miller, Party 21, William 
Lawrence, Party V-17, Gary Noel, Party V-5, Christos 
Vlatas, Party 63, Kitty Whelan, billing and contracts, 
Stephen D. Trowell, Party 101, J Hendrik Henkes, Party 
63, Jill Gibson , personnel, Westpark, and Eleanor Chance, 
foreign shipp ing, Stoneybrook . Two others, Shelly Marriott, 
accounting, Houston, and Edward Hudson, Party 82, were 
forced to drop out of the first class due to their heavy work 
loads. 

Party 21 has also completed a First Aid course, taught 
by Chet, graduating seven men and three wives. 
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Peeking at Chet's Initial First Aid Clas s 

"You ore doing fine , men, but it is the other leg thot is broken!" 
From the left ore: the arm qnd nose of William Lawrence, Gory 
Noel, Stephen Trowell, Safety Engineer Chet Hole, and David Allyn 

Trogenrud. The "victimu is Hendr ik Henkes. 

"Now we ore going lo practice the new method of artificial respi
ration." From the left ore: front row, Kitty Whela n, Shelly 
Marriott, Eleonor Cha nce, and Jill Gibson; and bock row, Christos 
Violas, Edward Hudson, David Trogen rud, and Hendrik Henkes. 

"Now that we hove demonstrated the proper use of the snakebi te 
ki t, I think you should know that I hove let a live cobra loose 
unde r the toble! 1

' From the left ore : W ill iam Lowrence, Ernie 
Mille r, Safety Engineer Chet Hole, Gory Noel, and Shelly Marriott. 

H NO! YOU 
GOING TOP 

SPLINT ON ME A 

C 
From the left ore: Christos Vlo tos , Edward Hudson , David Trogenrud , 
Stephen Trowell, and Eleonor Chance . Standing in the bock is 

Hendrik Henkes. 

WESTERN PROFILE 



PARTY 98-NORTH SLOPE, ALASKA 

WALTER KELLEN, Repor ter 

Party 98 was activated at Deadhorse, A laska. At this 
remote site is Party 98's base camp, which is mainly used 
as an airstrip and supply depot. Drill e r-M echanic E ILDON 
FINKBEINER was given th e ass ignment of hea ding up base 
camp to keep the much ne ede d sup pli es rolling to the crews 
while JoHN FINCH did the cooking for incoming and out
going personnel. 

The nucleus of P arty 98's crew came from Party 93 , 
which had just completed two contracts on the Kenai 
Peninsula prior to P arty 98's activation. D riller-Mechanic 
DOUG BLOSSOM, M echan ic RoN MACHELEDT, and Cook 
FRA K TAYLOR arrived at base camp on March 16 to dig 
Party 98 's camp and equipment out of th e snow banks. 
Within a few days Driller-Mec hanic J IM T HRASHER, Driller 
DAVID BERGSRUD, Surveyor BILL SANDS, and Drill H elper 
JOE BLACK appeared on th e scene to help with the task of 
getting our camp and equipme nt back on an operational 
basis. 

Many fami liar faces reached camp on March 22. They 
were Part y M ana ger D EL HILL, Chief Observ er CALVIN 
WILLIAMS, Assistant Observer ALBERT DOHN, Shooter 
HORST OPITZ, D rillers R OBERT KROSHUS and BILL EVANS, 
Field Clerk WALTER KELLEN, Bull Cook FLOYD BLOSSOM, 
and Camp Attendant H OWARD Mo sQuITo, followed by 
competent H elpers MAX F ERRELL, GARY JACKINSKY, 
JAMES PSENAK, MIKE M CH ONE, DAVID FLICK, VERN 
SHOOK, MIKE PAINTER, and STEVE PALMER. They put 
Party 98 into full swing. 

Moving out of base camp on the morning of Marc h 27, 
Party 98 traveled across the frozen Arctic to the prospect 

FALL 1972 

area 75 miles away Within three and a half days we had 
reached our destin a tion and were ready to start seismic 
operations . F ield Supervisor RoY M ORRIS and I nstrument 
Sup ervisor HARRY HEBBERD helped us get off to a flying 
start. 

After a few short days of operat ions we were sorry to 
lose P arty M anager D EL HILL, who was sent to a crew in 
Mississippi. Good Luck , DEL! J IM THRASHER became our 
new party ma nager, trading in his drill for a swivel chair 

Having succ essfu lly compl eted our contr act in 22 days, 
we are now back in Dead horse, starting on a new contra ct, 
which should be comp leted soo n . 

The crew of Party 98 from the Far North sends its mos t 
hearty hello to all Westerners wherever they may be. 

PARTY F-34-INUVIK, 
NORTHWEST TERRITORIES 

LEN SIDOROFF, Repor te r 
LEN SI DOROFF and ROY JEFFREY, Photographers 

Inuvik , Northwest T erritories, Canada , is where the 
employees of Party F-34 leave the jets and board the 
client -owned Twin Otters for the journey's last lap into 
camp . Inuvik was once a mod el town of the North, servi ng 
mai nly Eskimos and government employees. Now, how
ever, it has turned into an oil-boom town , overrun by 
"doodlebuggers," big riggers , truckers, and ma ny other 
men employed by companies serving the oil business. The 
Eskimos hav e moved into town , working in jobs in the oil 
fields . Th ere are only a few of the old-timers still making 
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a Jiving at trapping. The three hotels do a booming busi
ness. "At least, I think there are three," says Clerk Roy 
JEFFREY, who has managed a few trips into town during 
the winter for business purposes. 

RoY, Observer BILL (CHUBBY) HOY, and Drill er 
LARRY SHUH plan on taking in the annual muskrat jambor ee 
in April. This should be interesting. Members of the crew 
seldom hit town unless bad weather or other reasons 
beyond their control force a temporary shutdown. Usually 
we fly _directl y to camp from the airport, situated seven 
miles from town. 

Party F-34 started operations in November a hundred 
miles east of Inuvik and finished there at the end of 
January The units were all driven, under the leadership of 
Party Manager JOHN E. JOHN, a Canadian now living and 
working in Alaska. JOHN returned to Anchorage, Alaska, 
for Christmas and remained there as his own crew went 
back to work . (By the way, JOHN, we now have two new 
trai lers on sleighs, flown here in F ebruary Thi s enables us 
to abandon the old utility ) In January party managing 
duties were taken over by KEN (CIRCLE-THE-WAGONS) 
DOBSON, who came from Party V-12. He rules the men 
with an iron hand, sometimes going days without rest. 
"We can move camp in this storm. It is gets too bad, circle 
the wagons." 

Our next prospect took us through Inuvik, where we 
stopped overnight, and on to Richards Island via the 
MacKenzie River The program here requires both land 
and offshore drilling, enough to keep us going until arctic 
spr ing, which is only two months away at this writing. Two 

At Richards Island , Northwest Territories, Operator Jake Salikin 
and a Party F-34 helper work with the derrick man on the drill 
that is equipped with a special stem to drill through the ice. 
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Upper left -Party F-34 moves camp across the frozen Arctic Ocean 
near lnuvik , Northwest Territo ries. Upper right-Party F-34 nears 
a new camp site. Lower left-Starting a hole on the Arctic are, 
from the left, Helper Bob Graham, Operator Jake Salikin , and Help-

drills are equipped with a special stem to drill through the 
ice. A platform is built on the mast, like a miniature big 
rig, for the derrick man required to connect the stem. 
Operators ANDY CROSSLAND and JAKE SALIKIN and their 
four helpers, BRUCE LANGE, PHIL (THE LIP) HIGGS, 
DEREK KRUGER, and BoB GRAHAM, keep ahead of the 
recording crew Four drills stay on land lines, which keeps 
the surveyors busy chaining line. Surveying is not much 
of a problem at sea level PHIL LEMIEUX and MORRIS 
WARREN, both veterans of the Arctic, handle this job with 
ease although sometimes they are not back to camp until 
2 or 3 o'clock in the afternoon. DARRELL MCLELLAN is 
at present the Jone rodman. 

BILL WILLIAMS had the job of camp attendant this win
ter Shooter BuD CALDWELL is still trying to find his cap 
wire, which seems to have disappeared somewhere be
tween Norman Wells, Alberta, and Calgary last summer 

Most of Party F-34 's helpers have been on various jobs 
prior to this writing, and changes will continue, so we shall 
just give their most common positions. BuD's helper, JOHN 
HEPBURN, is from Ca lifornia, as is his friend, "Juggie" 
MIKE COLLWELL. New hire LLOYD PETERSON is in charge 
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er Gordon Fletcher. Lower right-Waiting for stragglers ore , from 
the left: Operator Jake Salikin , Drillers Harry Shaw and Clark 
Rochat , Party Manager Ken Dobson , and Driller Don Rochat. In the 
left of the picture, the mobile kitchen is set up, ready for use. 

of preloading, as is Helper MARC BRAGG At one time we 
had 14 natives on the crew but are now down to four star 
"juggies," BILLY GORDON, STEVEN BONNETPLUME, LEO
NARD DICK, and NOEL ROGERS. NOEL was with us all 
winter 

Reel-truck Driver DoN SHA VER is a bronc rider dur ing 
the summer and is leaving later for an indoor rodeo in 
Calgary BRIAN LEZESKI is the second reel-truck driver 
Junior Observer DA vE KROCHAK pushes the buttons when 
BILL Hoy is on leave. Driller RoN TURNER is leaving on 
April 10 for his farm in Saskatchewan, no doubt to buy 
anot her half-section. His helper, LES RADOMSKI, is also 
leaving early to go back to painting lines on the highways. 
The crews in the south shut down early compared to us, so 
replacements will be flown in for all those leaving early to 
farm or take up their various other regular summer jobs. 

Driller HARRY SHA w wonders where he went wrong 
having to work in the Arctic but has stayed on without 
leave. Helper JACK HoGBIN is spending his first winter in 
the business and rea lly enjoys it. He says that he will be 
back next year DoN ROCHAT and his son, CLARK (CUD
DLES) ROCHAT, are Party F-34's third drill crew while 
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LARRY SHUH and J IM DICK, another loca l hire, handle the 
rema ining drill. Two more waterjacks arrived afte r their 
crews shut down. They were GORDON FLETCHER from 
Party F-66 and MARV YOUNGER from Pa rty Y-11 

Cook's Helper H ARVEY NAGEL leaves in April to go to 
Ca lgary, Alberta, where he says he can not wait to get hold 
of "Old Blitz" (that is his truck) HARVEY is a grave l 
hauler Jo HN BRAUN from Party Y-8 arrived to take the 
cook's helper position for the remainder of the season . 
JoHN goes back to Party V-8 when they start up again in 
May A former driller, OTTO SELKE, was transformed into 
a mechanic when our orig ina l mechanic, MOGENS HANSON, 
packed his bag and headed back to Denmark . The mech
anics' job is a co ld one. Working with no shelter of any 
kind, they consume the odd cup of coffee. You will usually 
see DALE WILLIAMS walking around camp looking for the 
fuel pump or dragg ing the water pump inside to thaw out 
and doing the .1obs that no one else likes to do . He also 
looks after the disposal of the garbage, which must be 
burned and bur ied before eve ry move. 

It is a long winter from November to May, and, with 
on ly five days off for Chr istmas, most of the fellows take a 
break of a week or 10 days somet ime during the winter 
The entertainment aro und Party F-34's camp is the usual 
crib games, poker, and an occasiona l movie. There is no 
sun light from December to January, so the winter starts 
with a minimum of two hou rs dull day to darkness and 
progresses to thirteen hours of sunshine . In March we gain 
approx imate ly 30 minutes of daylight each day Near the 
end of May we have the midnight sun. 

Although the men who stay have a long, hard winter 
working th is wind-swept tundra and many say that this 
winter is their last, most have short memories . When the 
arct ic wind calls again this fall, they will all re luctantly 
return. 

That about sums it up for this time, and if we are back 
this winter, you will hear from us again . 

PARTY 77-MORGAN CITY, LOUISIANA . 

KENNETH HERNANDEZ, Reporter 
MARK SMITH, Photographer 

After a lengthy refitting and repainting job at Western's 
marine facilit ies in Ga lveston, Texas, the well-traveled 
Western Beacon resumed operations in March 1971 in the 
Gulf of Mex ico with Party 77 

With so much other Company- related activity in prog 
ress and seemingly unavoidable start -up problems, Co-or
dinator W R. BROWN and Assistant O bserver ROBERT 
LA FLEUR shou ld be commended for their success in k ick
ing off recording operat ions and bringing Party 77 up to 
an efficient and smooth-running part of Western's domestic 
endeavors. Our forces were bolstered by the return of 
veteran Westerner C. 0 DOOLEY, who assumed his duties 
here as party manager after a br ief assignme nt to the 
Pac ific Coast operations. 
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A ssista nt Co-ord inator Victor Finkley ( left ) a nd Helper Charlie 
Fontenot a re contemplating anothe r "scheme" fo r an upcoming five • 
day break whil e they relax in the wheelhouse of Party 77's ship, 
the Western Beacon. Party 77 is wo rking in the Gulf of Mexico. 

Although we are officially based in Morgan City, Louis
iana, we call "home" the ent ire Gulf Coast, as our opera
tions have taken us to numerous ports of call from the 
Rio Grande to the Mississippi Delta. Adequate time was 
spent at the beginning of operations to be sure that all 
members of the crew were well trained in the finer arts of 
ma rine "doodlebugging." Our effor ts were well rewarded 
as these men coming from var ious crews and all parts of 
the country joined forces to form a topnotch organization, 
able and ready for any and all assignments. 

Among our regular members are Junior Observer TONY 
OPP and D igital Equi pment Trainee MARK SMITH of North 
Dakota and H elpers D AVE D UPRE of Louisiana, FRED 
AIKEN of Pennsylvania, DARRELL FUQUA of Texas, and, 
returning to us after a brief absence, CHARLIE FONTENOT 
of Bilox i, Mississippi. 

Standing an ever-vigilant watch in the "gun shack" and 
keeping the AQUA PULS E® equipment in top working 
order is vetera n Gun Operator LEO D ELAHOUSSEY of 
Biloxi. L Eo's helper is R OBERT BONNETTE of Alexandria, 
Louisiana, who joined Party 77 at the beginn ing of opera
tions in March 1971 

The wonderful aroma dr ifting in to us comes from 
JEWEL (BARNEY) BoNNETTE's fine old Southern cooking, 
which he has been dispensing for us since his recent return 
from Party 60 in St. John's, Newfoundland. Testimony to 
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BARNEY'S skill with fry pan and skillet is the recent pur
chase by certain crew members of various exercisers, bar
bells, diet books, and calone counters! 

Handling our ship operations and maintaining law and 
order in the pilothouse is Captain NORMAN (BLACKY) 
CREEL. Blacky should be congratulated for his fine efforts 
in helping to recondition the Western Beacon after her 
long and rigorous tour of duty in so many foreign ports. 
Capably assisting the captain is able-bodied Engineer RAY 
(JACK) BARRY, who also serves as our "morale officer" 
We welcomed the arrival of relief Captain JACK GREEN, 
who came to us following a tour aboard the Western Geo
physical I I in Galveston . 

We are also happy to welcome back Assistant Co-ord in
ator VICTOR FINKLEY, who returned to the Gulf from a 
long, and no doubt excit ing, tour of many of our foreign
based operations via the Gulfrex . Fairly recent newlyweds, 
Vrc and his wife BARBARA make their home in Grenada, 
Mississippi, where he tries to get in a little bass fishing on 
his break time. Newest arrival to Party 77, from Party 76, 
was Co-ordinator KENNETH HERNANDEZ, who relieved 
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Cook Jewel ( Bamey I Bonnette ( right) stands by with weapon 
in hand, waiting for comments on his cooking from Captain 
Norman (Blackyl Creel lleftl and relief Captain Jack Green. 

Working on board the We,t ern Beacon in the Gulf of Mexico 
are Party 77 crew members, from left : standing, Party Man
ager C. O . Dooley and Helpers Dave Dupre and Tony Opp ; 
sitting on deck are Cable Technician Don Geiszler , Helper 
Charlie Fontenot, and Assistant Ob server Robert Lafleur. 
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Co-ordinator W R. BROWN in Jan uary BROWN was 
transfer red to operations aboard the Western Geophysical 
// on the Texas and Louisiana coas t. 

As the news is short, we sha ll say so long. We hope to 
be seeing aJl of you in the P ROFILE soon. 

Alice Delahoussey , 17-yeor o ld daugh ter of Mr. and Mrs. 
Leo Delohoussey (Leo is a gu n opera tor with Party 77), at
tended her high school's junior-senior p rom on March 23. 
Presenting her with a corsage is her escort for the event, Bob
by Jamison. Alice, who is starting her senior year this fall, 
is a student at D'Iberville school in Biloxi, Mississ ippi. 

PARTY 73-LAE NEW GUINEA 

DAVID GALLAGHER, Reporter -Photographe r 

When it was learned that the Bayou Chico was to sail 
for eastern New Guinea upon the completion of her assign
ment off the northwest coast of Australia, it did not appear 
to cause any undue consternat ion among Party 73's crew 
The Chico has spent much time operati ng in the farthest 
corners of Western's southeast Asian sphere of operations, 
which has Singapore as its headquarters. There are still 
those who remember Party 73's West lrian, Indones ia, 
"ca mpaign" of 1969 vividly, and the genera l feeling is that 
the relatively limited program off the eastern half of the 
island will be a pushover 

The crew is operating out of the town of L ae on the 
north coast of New Gui nea, and there are some veteran 
Westerners around who will remember the area from a 
different era . Du ring World War II the north coast was 
one of the hot spots of the P acific Th eatre, and names like 
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Wewak, Mada ng, Finschhafe n, Lae, and Rabau l will never 
be forgotten by those who were unfortu nate enough to 
have been around here in 1943 The well-maintained war 
cemetery at Lae is testimony that the allied forces who 
liberated the town met with stubborn resistance. Lac was 
completely destroyed during the war and has since been 
rebuilt . The present town is a modern one, with several 
air-conditioned hotels and an extremely good air service. 
There are several da ily F-27 flights to Port Moresby, and 
jets connect Moresby with Manila, Sydney, and Singapore. 

After an eight -day ru n from Darwin, Austra lia, the 
Chico arrived in Lae on the morning of Ap ril I and sailed 
for the prospect area that night. T he majority of the crew 
had flown in from Aus traJia the previous day, having used 
the time the ship spent traveling between Darwin and Lae 
to catch up on brea k time . There are a few old "Singapore 
hands" among the crew and qu ite a few new faces as well. 
Co-ordinator KEN DUNWOODY joined the crew in Lac, 
having recent ly left Party 101 and the Western Beach . The 
Chico is no stranger to KEN, he was co-ordi nator on board 
du ring the "campaign" mentioned ea rlier 

The program to be shot is a tr icky one, but it should 
not be too unfamil iar for Gun Mechanic PHIL MELLOTT 
and Observer JOHN (BLACK MAC) McTERNAN Th ey have 
both "done time" on the Viru Harbour, and opera ting con
ditions that are less tha n ideal are noth ing new to them . 

Huon Gulf , New Guinea, is se en in thi s photo tak e n on a hill be
h ind the town of Lae, Party 73 's New Gu inea bas e. In the center 
of the photo the end of the airs trip can be see n over th e trees. 
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Right-At the Loe dock is the 
Tedi, the 40-foot launch that 
served as supply boat for Party 
73 and the Bayou Chico during 
o stay in northern New Guinea. 
On one occasion the Tedi tra
veled 250 miles, delivering oxy
gen bottles, general supplies, 
and Morine Engineer John Gar
son to the Bayou Chico. Below 
left-The supply boot, Tedi, 
can be seen pulling away from 
lhe dock at Loe on its way to 
Porty 73 and the Bayou Chico . 
The Bayou Chico used this dock 
while in Loe. Below right-A 
DC-3 takes off from Loe airport. 
There ore many DC-J's in the 
isolated areas of New Guinea. 

PHIL traveled as far afield as Tasmania during his break 
time, and if his physical and financial condition upon his 
return is any indication, he must certainly have enjoyed 
himself. P ETER SHELLEY appears to have drifted back 
onto the sh ips again and is the technician on board. H e 
hardly had time to recover from the playback center mov e 
from Sydney to Perth, Australia, when he found himself 
relieving Technician ToM SPENCELEY on the Chico while 
ToM made his way home to Singapore for an overdue re
union with his family Co-ordinator JoHN EVANS also left 
the crew in Darwin and headed north to rejoin Party 87 
in Singapore. 

JoE EWING, captain of the Bayou Chico, heads a ship's 
crew of five. Th ere are Seaman TIM PLUMMER, Marine 
Engineer RUDY THIBODEAUX, Seaman PAUL WINTERLY, 
and Seaman JrM CUSSEN PAUL returned to Singapore 
during the course of the job, and Engineer JOHN GARSON 
joined the crew, fresh from the Aquatic Explorer in New 
Zealand. Cooks CHEW KENG Moor and K10H SAY PHUA 
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(T ONY and P K.) help to keep moral e at a high leve l by 
continuing to serve good tucker (Australian term inology 
for food) The satellite navigation crew includes Navigator 
JAN POLISENSKY, Navigation Eng ineer KENT GOODLOE, 
and Assistant Navigators ALLEN PILGRIM and DICK HILSE. 
Gun Mechanic BILL MARSDEN and H elpers FRED KENTON 
and STAN SCHULER keep the AQUAPULSE ® system func
tioning efficiently The rest of the crew consists of Assistant 
Obs erver EAN CRAIGIE and H elpers PAUL CHRISTENSEN, 
RoD BRAYBROOK, JOHN BODOR, NEVILLE DAVIS, BRIAN 
THOMAS, THIERRY CHESSUM, JoHN MAHER, and DAVID 
DAVENPORT Part y 73's party manager is MURRAY JOHN
SON, who is assisted by DAVID GALLAGHER. 

By the time this reach es the PROFILE, Party 73 will be 
long gone from New Guin ea and more than likely shooting 
in some equally remote area, for that seems to be the 
Bayou Chico's lot. With a good crew like this, however, it 
does not matter that much where the next assignment takes 
us. 
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Party 95 leaves tracks from a move on the North Slope of Alaska. 

PARTY 95-NORTH SLOPE, ALASKA .. . 

NEIL L. BRANHAM, Reporter 
MARK MILLER, Photographer 

Led by Party Man ager JOHN E. JOHN, P arty 95 moved 
out of the base camp in Deadhorse on January 21 The 
move went smoothly for the first 10 feet, at that point a 
trailer tongue broke and had to be repaired. Fortun ately, 
this was the only incident in the 80-mile journey 

Th e first 10 to 12 miles of the Deadhorse-Prudhoe Bay 
area is crisscrossed with gravel roads, which were non
existent in the old days. When we reached the end of these 
gravel roads, Surveyors BILL TACKETT and CLIFF H EIT
KAMP took over to lead the party across the track less 
Arctic to the first shot point near the Colville River 

The prospect started in the flats where there was an 
accumulation of three to four feet of snow and continued 
into the foothills of the Brooks Range where there were 
steeper hills and deeper snow This presented Rodm an 
STUART H ELFRICH, H elper R UDOLPH ESMAILKA, and re
lief Surveyor MARK MILLER a chance to demonstrate their 
abilities on snowshoes, a talent that has been acquired on 
the North Slope in the past few years. The deep snow and 
high ridges posed a major problem in moving the drilling 
rigs. Drill er- Mechanic ALAN LINDER commented, "It takes 
20 minutes to drill a hole but two hours to get to it." 

After we completed the prospect, we embarked on an 
80-mile move, bringing us closer to the Brook s Ran ge, 
which divides the North Slope from the rest of Alaska. 
The frigid cold and deep snow is hard on any moving 
vehicle, and Mechanics ARNOLD LILE and GORDON CLE
MENS, three-year vete rans, do a tremendous job to keep 
ours running. Plowing snow, pulling dr ills, and hauling 
water are but a few of the jobs that face "Cat" Operators 
MITCHELL REBARCHEK and D ONALD AHSOAK. They lend 
a hand whenever and wherever needed . 

There are many different jobs on the North Slope, but 
one of the major ones is feeding this band of hungry 
wolves. RICHARD (THE GREEK) ISGRIGG and THOMAS 
(JUNIOR) COLEMAN are the cooks who handle this tre
mendous task. Cons idering that the camp is moved almost 
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Top- Field Supervisor R. I. Morri s, who was relieving Party Man• 
ager John E. John , pauses for a cup of hot coffee in the Party 95 
office on th e North Slope, Alaska. Above-Party Manager John E. 
John figur es it all out on his high-sp ee d, error-free calculator. 

Driller Gene Nas h Cleft) and Helper Bill Bradford , Party 95 , en• 
joy a rare warm day behind their drill on Alaska's North Slope. 



every day, it is a wonder that they can do such a fantastic 
job. RICHARD sometimes raves on for hours when he mis
places one of his pies. H e claims that they were stolen, but 
we know of no one on our crew who would stoo p to such 
a thing. We somet imes wonder if the crew picks on 

1
R1CH

ARD just to hear him holler! 
Chief Observer NEo FERRARI and Observer RAY Tow 

ERY swear that they have the best jug crew in Alaska. 
Making up this crew are three Eskimos from Barrow, 
Alaska, He lpers EDWARD OLEMAUN, SIGWIEN KlNGOSAK, 
and ALEC OKAKOK; one fisherman from Nulato, Alaska, 
on the Yukon River, Helper BERCHMAN EsMAILKA, and 
one terror from Minnesota, H elper ALLEN HoL TY They 
run through the snow all day, every day, laying out the 
cable. They are perfectly complemente d by the "talkative" 
shooter, FRED OKPEAHA, of Barrow Many times we won
der if FRED'S complete vocabulary consists of " Yes," "No," 
"I'm ready," and "That one blew up." All of these men 
are veterans on Party 95 and are very proud of their work. 

Every crew has its cutups, and Drill ers ERIC COOPER 
and KURT KIRSCHNER fill that slot in Party 95 When 
Driller-Mechanic E rLDON (FINK) F INKBEINER came out to 
relieve some drillers, K URT and E RIC came in and told 
Party Manager JOHN that they would have drilled more 
holes if it had not been for FINK. When questioned abo ut 
this, they said that FINK was crying so hard abo ut the cold 
his eyes kept freezing shu t and that they had to keep 
going back to thaw them out. The whole camp got a good 
laugh on that one; even FINK had to laugh. 

When there is time for recreation, the crew is divided 
into two groups, movie fans and card players. Drill H elp
ers RALPH P ERRYMAN, BILL BRADFORD, and HAROLD 
(BUTCH) KOMAREK and Mechanic WESLEY BERGSRUD 
are avid card players, and they are joined by Field Super 
visor RoY MORRIS when he is visiting us. As rare as these 
nights are, you can be sure that they are not playing Old 
Maid. 

The weather th is year has been different from that en
countered in previous years. During most years on the 
North Slope there are prevailing northeast winds and 
severe storms lasting thr ee to four days. In 1963 when the 

Two unide ntified Party 95 crew 
members ge t ready to star t the 
day's work on the North Slope. 
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Above-In Party 9S's mob ile kitchen camp Cooks Richard Isgrigg 
lleftl and Thomas Coleman prepare lo feed the horde. Below
Taking a break from the arct ic cold is Driller-Mec han ic Alan Linder. 



Above-Two wormly dressed crew members work al one of 
Party 95's drill sites on the North Slope, Aloska. Below
Field Clerk Neil Branham pauses from his paperwork in the 
crew's office to find out who is behind him taking his picture. 

first crew hit the No rth Slope, all lakes were frozen to the 
bottom. T his year most of the lakes have three to fo ur feet 
of ice and five to six feet of clear water It was 48° when 
we moved out of Deadhorse, and for the first IO days we 
had no wind , an almost unh ea rd-of condition on the North 
Slope. By mid-February, however, the o ld Arctic began to 
show its teeth, and the temperature dropped to the minus 
60's and staye d there. Thi s kind of wea ther separates the 
men from the boys, and Party 95 did not lose a single man. 

T wo of Party 95's veterans were married this past year 
Surveyor BILL TACKETT, who never worried when tho se 
"break periods" ca me aro und , was mar ried to the former 
Mrs. ADELINE WILLIFORD, of Dallas, Texas, on Decemb er 
3 1, 1971, in Santa Maria , Ca lifornia. Driller KURT KIR
SCHNER was married to the former MARIE CONNERS. Both 
Kurt and Marie arc from Anc horage. 

Party 95 will be coming off the tundr a in anoth er mo nth, 
and everyone will scatter to his summ er occupation and 
pastime. Driller PAUL GOULD has a cabin outside Fa ir
banks in the interior bush, where he spe nds th e sum mer 
in quiet seclu sion. Drill er E UGENE NASH wou ld like to 
trade his mukluks for sneakers to work on a boat crew 
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H elper RONALD GRIMSHAW has a little homest ead near 
Wasilla , Alaska , where he retreats in the off season. H elper 
LUPE G UTIERREZ rounds out the Party 95 roste r His wife 
and childr en, who comprise a complete baseba ll team, 
reside in E l Pa so, Texa s. The men will all be back to
gether next seaso n, how eve r, when Party Manag er JOHN 
E. JOHN reca lls his troops. So lon g, we shall sec you next 
year 

PARTY 62-PESARO ITALY 

REG ROBERTS and KEN FEE, Reporters 
JIM SLACKE, Photographer 

Following the rece nt disclosures of other West ern crews, 
we a re pleased to announc e anoth er major scoop . Party 62 
is a live and well and working in the Adriatic Sea ! Since it 
was re-a c tivated in March 1971 , this cre w has worked 
steadi ly in the Med iterran ea n a rea, in plain sight of civili
zatio n. We are obscured only slightly by the fleets of plea
sure craft , fishing boats , and cruise liner s that litter this sea. 
Perh aps like our co lleagues in th e South Chin a Seas, it is 
the mount ai ns of data th at have h idde n us from view Now 
that we a rc back in pr int , however , we assure any anxious 
followers that more regu lar rep orts will be presented. 

After a brief visit to Spain last spr ing, Party 62 con
centrated its efforts in and around Malt a. This island has 
been featured before in the P ROFILE, but to those who have 
not previo usly visited Malta its rocky charms come as a 
pleasa nt surp rise . Th e old towns and villages conceal many 
thrivin g act ivities behind their stone walls, and although 
the narrow, cobbled roads twist and turn so mu ch that 
seve ral crew members doubted if there was such a thing 
as a straight street on the island, we are sure th at everyone 
found it a welcome base. It is home port to Gun Operator 
CURTIS WILLIAMS and Marine Engineer NORMAN GoN
SOULIN, who have now made their hom es ther e, and it is 
from there that Gun O perator ANGELO CACHlA, Seamen 
PAUL CARUANA and EDDIE GATT, and Cook JOHN GATT 
had come to join the crew 

It was al so in Malta that Party 62 formed a highly 
successful bowling team. Ther e was fie rce co mpet ition from 
the overconfident Nyata team, but with such members as 
Technici an DANNY (C HAMPAGNE) H OFFER, Digital Tech
nician NIGEL PAYNE, and P arty Manager RONNY BINGHAM, 
the Weste rn team won the game, as well as the bet. 

As ever, our local agent in Malta, Mr Willi e Caruana, 
and his staff did eve rythin g that they cou ld to make life 
easie r at both work and play, and we arc sure that many 
Western ers remember them with a ffectio n . Another happy 
partnership was resumed when Captain Ji m Slacke's 
motor yacht Nyata was re-hired as chase and supply boat. 
He has been mor e than ably assisted by his crew, Miss 
Sally Pur vis. With the help of th ese old friends and many 
new ones and th e expert loca l kn owledge of ou r old Malta 
hands, suc h as Co-ordinator ARDAN O'CARR0LL, Party 62 
fou nd it easy to enjoy the isla nd as a working base. 
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As the summer faded, the Wes tern Sea moved north 
across the Straits of Sicily; and Party 62 commenced work
ing in the Gulf of Taranto, I taly Here conditions were not 
so ideal. Because the gulf is surrounded on three sides by 
mountains, high winds blow around the bay, making the 
weather very unpredictable at all times . After a brief visit 
to the port of Gallipol i, Ita ly, on the eastern shore, it was 
decided to base Party 62's operations in the small fishing 
port of Crotone on the southwestern coast, where we spent 
some two to three months. Captain WILMER (TINY) 
WILLIAMS managed to keep us operationa l most of the 
time, despite conditions, by devoting one eye to the ever
changing weather and the other eye to the galley to make 
sure that Cook EDDIE REILLY was not tempting the ele
ments by preparing pork chops (always guaranteed to 
produce foul weather) 

The town of Crotone appeared to be closed for the 
winter (and per haps the summer), but Party 62 managed 
to follow the Western policy of mix ing freely with the locals 
by initiating a soccer game, in which everyone mixed very 
freely indeed. We are pleased to report a crushing victory, 
which we maintain was achieved purely by the various 
skills of such men as Digital Techn ician NIGEL (CHOPPER) 
PAYNE, Assistant Observer ROGER (THE DODGER) SHARP
LEY, He lpers T OMMY (T HE H EAD) TROTTER and REG 
(RUGBY ONLY) R OBERTS, Assistant Co-ordinator KEN 
FEE, and O bserver CLAUDIO LOPEZ-D IAZ. Our view ap
parently was not shared by visiting Chief Instrument Tech
nician R ON BASS, who was heard to remark that he had 
never heard of a body count in a football game. 

This contract in I taly was very pleasantly interrupted 
by the first of our two recent trips to northern Greece, 
where, at the time of our visit, the mountains were snow
covered and the weather clear, crisp, and sunny We 
worked from the port of Kavalla, a rugged, picturesque 
town situated on the Balkan coast along the ancient route 
from E urope to Asia via Constantinople and the Bosphorus. 
Nearby are the historic remains of the town of Phil ippi, 
named after the father of Alexander the Great. This city 
was largely rebuilt by the Romans, and the classic forums 
and the amphitheater are well preserved today REG 
ROBERTS, a guided tou r operator in some previous in
carnation, slipped easily into his patter and proved to be a 
valuable source of local information. He led us to a popular 
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local restaurant specializing in calamares (fried baby squid). 
After several helpings apiece, TINY WILLIAMS and our 
new observer, KEITH REID, agreed that they could "take'cm 
or leave'em." The same two skeptics, however, were spotted 
on following days in port conducting further research. 

Our stay in Greece was brief but sweet, and on our 
return to Italy we quickly completed the work in the Gulf 
of Taranto, made another successful trip to Kavalla, and 
called into Malta to load a bottom drag cable that had 
been assembled for us by Assistant Co-ordinator JULIAN 
RussELL, assisted by REG ROBERTS, TOMMY TROTTER, 
and Assistant Co-ordinator JOHN LAW, who was on loan 
to us from Party 61 We are at present successfully operat
ing from the small port of Pesaro, Italy, located on the 
Adriatic coast just south of Rimini. As Supervisor UGO 
PrccHTANI and Party Chief ALBERTO CHIARI were quick 
to point out, this is Italy's most popular tourist coast in 
summertime. Gun Operator NOEL WHIP, who has rejoined 
us from Ethiopia, and NIGEL PAYNE, Helper DAVE SHARPE, 
and Cook JOSE CUBAS listened to tales of hordes of Ger
man, Scandinavian, and British tourists and remarked that 
it looks like a long, hot summer 

The lengthy period covered sketchily by this report has 
inevitably seen many personnel changes, but we feel sure 
that more recent arrivals join us in wishing all of the best 
to those former Party 62 men who have gone on to other 
crews. 

Congratulations are in order here to JULIAN RUSSELL, 
who was married in London January 8. We wish you and 
LESLEY all of the best in your married life, JULIAN Con
gratulations also to more established husbands-CURTIS 
WILLIAMS, whose wife JOSEPHINE gave birth to daughter 
MELANIE, and NORMAN GONSOULIN, whose wife CARMEN 
also had a daughter MELANIE. 

l eft- The Western Sea, with Party 62 aboard, runs into some rough 
seas during operations in the Sicilian Channel. Right-A water
spout in the Adriatic Sea gives crew members aboard the Western 
Sea the feeling that they are being followed across the horizon. 
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Top-These vessels in Dubai Creek a re 
called dhows and are used for fishing. 
They a re capable of surprisingly high 
speeds , according to Party 79 members 
who saw them in action. Above- In the 
foreground some of the local shr imping 
fleet is seen in Bahra in, where Party 79 
called . In the background is the big 
ship jetty. Right-The W es tern Shoal 
is docked at Bandar Abbas, Iran. 

PARTY 79 BAHRAIN and DUBAI 

ROY PECK, Reporter 

--

BRIAN BRIZZELL, GREG KIBBLE, and ROY PECK, 
Photographers 

The Western Shoal arrived in Bahrain after a voyage 
from west Afr ica, docking on the evening of September 
28, I 97 1 Capta in E. L. (J ELLY) KING, Seaman RoY 
COMPTON, Assistant Nav igator LARRY LANCLOS, and 
Seaman M. C. (HANK) BOND soon made themselves at 
home , earning a whole day off- un til the next day when 
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Marine Supervisor DAN CRISSMAN and Marine Mechanic 
VINCENT ALEXANDER appeared and put them all back to 
work. The next few days saw the arrival of the seismic 
crew, led by Co-o rdinator DANNY STEGALL and Party 
Manager Tr ainee JIM HAMREN 

Party Manager Rav PECK had ensconced himself, his 
wife INGRID, and son OLIVER in an apartment above the 
office and next to another apartment that was to be the 
staff house for the Party 79 personnel who could not find 
rooms in the always full Bahr ain hotels. As it turn ed out, 
extrac urricular activities led to a prefer ence for living in 
the staff house instead of staying n the hotels. This re-
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porter noticed that Helper BRIAN BRIZZELL was one of the 
first there each time the ship hit port. Gun Operator BOB 
CHILDS was often the last to leave. Looking after the cul
inary needs of the crew were Cook ALI ABDI JAMA and his 
galley boy, MUKHTAR ABDULRAHMAN Nobody lost any 
weight. 

ZANE BAKER, supervisor from the Houston office, at
tended the start-up of operations and rode the ship during 
its first work trip. Party 79's area of operations was initially 
offshore Bushehr, Iran. Bushehr was at one time the most 
important port in Iran but now is a sleepy little town. 

Back in Bahrain, the office dealt with a steady stream 
of visitors, including BRUCE PARSONS, who arrived to man
age Party 70, a shallow-wate r crew Another visitor who 
became a regular feature for Party 70, and subsequently 
for other Western crews in this area of operations, was 
DON LucE, assistant supervisor from the Houston office. 

The ship's crew managed to alternate and take some 
time off in Bahrain although Mar ine Engineer KENNETH 
KAUK's initial satisfaction with getting the Christmas break 
was spoiled by his having to spend Christmas day on the 
Maco Prince effecting a rendezvous with the Western Shoal. 
Co-ordinator A. P (DON) O'CARROLL went home for 
vacation at Christmas, and Digital Technician IGEL 
PAYNE left in ovember for Italy and Party 62. IGEL 
tried to put on a bold face about it. 

Party 79's driver in Bahrain, Aziz, has worked for 
Western's crews for the past seven years and with all his 
visits to the airport to meet people has become a walking 
timetable of international flight arrivals. This was particu
larly useful for meeting Radio Engineer KEL BROWN, who 
could pick the most unearthly times of arrival. Helper 
GREG KIBBLE was hired in Bahrain, and his many years 
of residence there were an asset as he arranged local intro
ductions for the rest of the crew It seems, however, that 
Westerners are able to settle into the local life without 
problems wherever they go. In Dubai Party 79 managed 
to become honorary members of the Costain Club, which, 
to this reporter, brought back memories of the Costain 
Club in Khorrams hahr, Iran, known as Docs, six and seven 
years ago. 

At Bandar Abba s, Iran , crew 
membe rs of Pa rty 79 gather 
on the deck of the Wes tern 
Shoal for p ictu re ta king . 
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Above left-Kenneth Kauk , Party 79 marine engineer, strikes 
a pensive pose as he rests on the bow of the Western Shoo / 
Above right-Digital Technician Greg Isom finally catche s 
something with his $200 fishing gear-a baby shark! Below 
-These small boats, a familiar sight to Party 79 while in 
Dubai, form a water taxi system for travel on Dubai Creek . 



Since the comp letion of the Bushehr project, Party 79 
is workin g aga in in Ir an near Bandar Abbas. Th e crew 
office is situ ated in the Ambassado r Hot el, where ROY 
PECK and Assis tant Par ty Manager STEVE BYRD now re
side. ew crew members for ou r latest project include 
Observer BOB CHEGWiN and Helpers KEITH PRIOR and 
PAUL GREEN Co-ordi nator DON H URSEY, who join ed us 
in J anu ary, left rece ntl y for Party 7 4 . Other person nel who 
arr ived when DoN did are still with us, including Helpers 
MARTYN HODGES and J OHN (SCOTTY) STEVEN In Marc h 
SYD RACKHAM ar rived to take over the cook's duties from 
ALI, who transferred to Party 74 with H elpers F RANK 
KERNAN and ROGER J OYCE. 

For our second and present job in Ir anian waters, a 
sate llite receiver and a g rav ity meter were re-fitted aboa rd 
the Western Shoal. Installation of these and other related 
instruments in Bahrain were effected by G ravity Supervisor 
C. F SELLERS, Digital Equipm ent Engineer BRIAN LATTI
MER, Senior Navigation Analyst ART HANDEL, P arty Chief 
Bun CARPENTER, K EL BROWN, and Ass istant Naviga tion 
Engin eer DAVE TORGENRUD. ART and DAVE staye d behind 
to operate the satellite receiver, and Bun remained to oper
ate the gravity meter 

We a re not sur e where our next assignment will be, but 
rumors abo und . Wh erever it is, we shall try to enjoy it! 
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l•fl-Cook Syd Rackham works In th• gall• y of th• Western 
Shoal, flank•d by Dav. Torg•nrvd, Party 79 ouistan t navi
gation • nginH r ll• fll , and Obs• rv• r Bob Ch• gwin. Abov. 
-Th • Sh•lkh's B•ach is w• II known to Party 79 cr• w m• m• 
ben who enjoy sunshine and sand while on break in Bahrain. 

PARTY V-12-GREAT BEAR LAKE, 
NORTHWEST TERRITORIES .. 

GREG LOUDO N, Reporter 

Party V- l 2's winter operation comm enced on the morn
ing of Octob er 29, 1971, when Party Manager KEN DOB· 
SON led his crew of warmly-clad "doodlebugg e rs" aboard 
an a ircra ft dest ined for the Northwest Territori es of Can
ada . An un eve ntful flight from Ca lgary through Edmonton 
and Peace R iver, Alb er ta, took us to the thriving metrop
olis of Norman Wells, Northwest T erritori es . After a short 
delay we again found ourselves airborne . Thi s time our 
destinat ion was the north shore of Gr ea t Be ar Lake, with 
its frozen tundra, sparse forest, ab undance of snow, and 
lack of civilization. 

While the new "faces" became acquainted with each 
oth er, the veterans haul ed out their long joh ns, heavy 
socks, and vario us other articles of cloth ing guara nteed to 
keep one warm in the coldest of clim a tes ( althoug h they 
never seem to accomplish this purpose ) The men then 
attempted to arrange their fleet of tracked carriers into 
some sort of orderly array 

Aft er Cable-truck Driver JACK GARRETT proud ly drove 
his vehicle into the "cat " camp 's fuel sloop and Surv eyors 
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EARL JOHNSON and HENRI UNVERRICHT discovered that 
our camp had been spotted in the wrong location, P ar ty 
V-12 prepared for a move that would leave it situated 
where it co uld commenc e field operations. 

An immediat e move of 12 miles put us in the correct 
area, and the cats began to cut the first of many lines. Chief 
Observer STEVE NOVAK, with the ab le ass istanc e of Juni or 
Observers WALTER ScHAWALDER and BRUCE PEYTON, 
quickly whip ped the recording crew into an organized and 
disciplined unit, which soon thereafter began to shake its 
first line . 

The first two months of ope rat ion were pl agued with a 
variety of mechanical and operatio nal problems, caused 
mainly by ex trem e co ld, eve n for thi s area , and unpredict
able terrain . Our first major one occurred when our sur
veyors broke through the ice whil e crossing one of the 
numero us small lakes in the prospect and pr omp tly found 
themselves and their vehicle submerg ed in 20 feet of icy 
water Fortu nate ly, all escaped with nothing worse than 
frozen clothes and the cold s that inevitab ly follow a situa
tion such as this. 

When Party V-12 return ed after Christma s break, the 
party manage r' s duties were thrust upon the shoulders of 
DEWEY Ho L T, assisted by Camp Clerk GORDO ROGERS. 
With the new year we anticipated a much bett e r production 
record th an we had previously maintained , but, alas , the 
weather went from cold to colder and remained in the 50 ° 
to 60 ° F ran ge throughout most of January and F eb
ruary Equipment maintenance problems due to the ex
treme cold kept Vibr ator Mechanics LARRY BRICK, STEVE 
LEFFEL, and LYALL DELORME, V ibrato r Op era tors R OY 
PIERSON, RON KANE, BRUCE BRODRICK, WADE CLARK, 
and FRANK McK EAGE, and M echanics CHARLES CouLL 
and R UDY CERNAK busy far into the arctic night on many 
occas ion s. 

Although times were difficult, with frequent camp mov es 
and unrelenting wea ther, our chief cook, JOCK VAN R EEK, 
assiste d by his helper s, Vic SIDOROFF and LAWRENCE 
HAGEN, a lways managed to prepare excelle nt food and to 
serve it with a smile. 

Our suppl yman , SAM MOSIMAN, was kep t busy con
stan tly with his water truck , hauling water so that we could 
part icipat e in our main form of recr eatio n, which centered 
around our washing machin e (in constant use by Camp 
Attendant WALTER PANDACHUCK) and shower Chief 
Cook JocK VAN R EEK particu larly enjo yed dous ing some 
unfortunate individu al with a bucketful of snow while that 
person was enjoyin g the luxu ry of a show er 

Helper RICK P ULLEN "manage d" ou r film club, which, 
due to the mixed opinions on the qu ality of some movies 
and our films' bein g subject to hijacki ng enr oute to camp , 
had an asto nishingl y low member ship at tim es. 

Driller ToM STEWART, when not busy servicing his rig 
in the eve nings , kept hims elf occupied by the eve r-pres ent 
necessity to be sur e that his he lper, STAN P ERREMENT, had 
not fallen as lee p in so me unlikely spot, maybe even fully 
clothed! 

A flu epidemic in Febru a ry diminished P ar ty V-12's 
ranks, nec ess itating the step ping up of an already active 
airli ft in order to maintain a full crew Th e severi ty of 
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conditions, coupled with the effects of the "flu bug," 
caused a h igh staff turnover Fortunately, competent re
pl acemen ts were found for the "defec tor s." Th e five mem
bers o f the or iginal crew who managed to stick it out for 
the entire winter enjoyed boasting somewhat facetiously 
of their hardiness and ability to withstand the rigors of an 
a rctic environment. 

Th e month of March brought with it a trend toward 
warmer weather (if 30 °F to 40 °F can be considered 
warm) Th e ever -increasing daylight hours enabled the 
use of a helicopter for crew cha nges, thus eliminating the 
necessity for long, bumpy rides in tracked carriers when 
changing shifts. Longer day light hours also made pr acti
cal a night shift for the recordin g crew that became neces
sa ry to finish the prospect before spri ng thaw occurred . 

Spring has now come to the tundra, with temperatures 
late in April rising to the 20 °F range. Daylight hours 
exte nd to midnight, with the sun rising at about 2 30 A.M. 
As operations enter the final week, we are all looking 
forward to the summer that lies ahead. Some of the men 
have alre ady returned to civilization while the rest linger 
on in an effort to finish that last "V .P " Th en they too will 
make their way south to an "instant" summer at the end of 
that final plane rid e out. 

We wish all crew memb ers and all other W este rn ers a 
pleasant summ er and hope to see most of the Party V-12 
hands when operations resume next winter 

PARTY 74-DUBAI, ARABIAN GULF. 

DOUG SCARBOROUGH, Reporter 
GERRY REYNOLDS, Photographer 

A tour of duty out of the Persian Gulf took Party 74 
and the Western Geophysical Ill (affectionately known as 
the "Western Diab olical") on a fa r-r anging trip, which 
was completed in April. Th e Western Geophysical Ill 
sailed in May 1971 from Bahrain to Madagascar under 
Captain RAY WATTS and Marine Engineers JAMES BOWL
ING, DIETMAR JAKOBS, an d JOHN MAAS. Coo k FREDERICK 

Digital Operator Gerry Re ynolds , on the West ern Geophysical Ill, 
pauses for a photograph duri ng Party 74 's op er ations near Dubai . 



D'SouZA also sailed with the ship to provide lots of spicy 
curries that are his speciality 

At Tamatave, Madagascar, some of the seismic crew 
joined the vessel, led by Co-ordinator TERRY SADLER and 
Assistant Co-ordinator CRAIGWOOD MILNE. Tamatave is 
located on the eastern coast of Madagascar in a tropical 
rain forest, and its two seasons have been correctly de
scribed by the friendly shipping agent as "the rainy season 
and the season when it rains." 

Party Chief JoHN IvANITZ, Assistant Party Manager 
VICTOR COURTICE, and Seaman HANS JAKOBSEN also 
joined Party 74 at Madagascar HANS, Vic, and JOHN were 
invaluable because they were the only members of the crew 
who spoke French. With JoHN's arrival, Party Manager 
DouG SCARBOROUGH took his long-awaited vacation to 
marry the former Miss ILSE MARIE VOLLMER of Zurich, 
Switzerland, at San Antonio, Texas, on September 4, 1971 

Party 74 Co-ordinator Terry Sadler pulls on unidentified passenger 
in a "p ush push" through the streets of Tamatave, Madagasca r. 

While at Tamatave Party 74 was visited by C. F 
(CHUCK) SEBASTIAN, JR., from the Galveston laboratory, 
Marine Mechanic VINCENT ALEXANDER, and Instrument 
Supervisor JoE DAVIS. The Western Geophysical Ill was 
rerigged with a new set of instruments, cable, and MAXI
PULSE® system before proceeding to circumnavigate 
Madagascar by calls at Fort Dauphin, Tulear, and Ma
junga. Majunga proved to be the most popular port of call 
with its Mediterranean-like climate and beautiful girls. 

When we completed the Madagascar work, the ship 
sailed to the dream island of Mauritius, known as the 
"Pearl of the Indian Ocean." As Observer LARRY HENRY, 
Helper HARRY ZAKARIA, and Junior Geophysical Analyst 
MAX SUMMERS will testify, Mauritius left little to be de
sired. A small, remote, ex-British island of volcanic or igin 
in the Indian Ocean, it reminds the visitor of "Bali Hai" 
in the musical "South Pacific." Golden beaches, crystal
clear water, beautiful girls, friendly people, and a variety 
of climates are all descriptions that can be fairly applied to 
this island. Places of interest at Mauritius are the sugar 
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Above-The Western Geophysical Ill lies at anchor in the 
warm climate off Majunga, Madagascar, one of many sites 
Party 74 visited. Below-Hard al work aboard the Western 
Geophysicol Ill offsho re Madagascar is Helper Pedro Perez. 

cane plantatio ns, the beaches, the cas inos, and the race 
track, which was a pleasurable out ing for Cook JosE 
CUBAS and H elper P EDRO PEREZ. 

Leaving the pleasures of Maur itius beh ind in late Oc
tober 1971, Captain MORRIS ARGUELLES and his crew 
sailed the Western Geophysical Ill to M assawa, Ethiopia, 
where Gun Operator NoEL WHIP, in addit ion to the regular 
seismic crew, boarded the vesse l for the r ide through the 
Red Sea into the Gulf of Suez. They worked there until 
January I 972, returning at that time to the warmer cli
mate at J eddah, Saud i Arabia. 

Absent at Jeddah were D igita l Technician M ICK Mc
MANUS, who was on vacation, and Observer LARRY HENRY 
and Assistant Observer EDDIE EDMONDS, who received 
transfers. New arrivals at J eddah were H elpers BRIAN 
HARVEY and DAVE SHARPE and Mechanic BRUNO D ENIJS. 
The Western Geophysical Il l's arri val co incided with the 
annua l pilgrimage to the Sau di Arab ian city of Mecca. 
J eddah is the principal port of entry for the pilgrimage, 
and the crew was able to witness the spec tacle of thousands 
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Above left-Mick McMonus , Porty 74 digitol 
lechnicion, beom s with pride os he surveys 
the new ODS 777 equipment instolled oboord 
the Weste rn Ge op hysical Ill . Above right
Digital Operator Gerry Reynold s is ready lo 
sta rt operating the new DOS 777 equipment. 
Right-Digital Technician Mike Ayre s ll eft ) 
tries his hand with MAXIPULSE operation , 
watched by Digital Technici a n Mick McManu s 
ond Helper Hugh Goodman . Instrument Super
visor Jo e 0ovi s look s close ly os Co-ord i
nator Terry Sadler wind s out th e gun sho e . 

of peop le from the majority of the world's countr ies arriv 
ing by sea, land, and air to depart Jeddah for Mecca in 
hund reds of gaily pa inted busses and trucks . Party 74's 
superv isor, ROBE RT P (BoB) SHERMAN, was also at Jed
dah at this time, but he had little time for sightseeing as 
preparat ions for the job's sta rt were to be seen to, holidays 
or no t. 

~ , 
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Altho ugh Pa rty 74's supply vessel, Sirene, did a good 
job of keeping the Western Geophysical III away from the 
dock dur ing the Saudi Arabian work, some of the crew 
managed to visit the local shops that offer excellent buys 
on watches, tape recorders, rad ios, and gold as Helper 
HUGH GOODMAN can readily prove . Another loop in the 
long voyage was closed in mid-February, br inging Party 

Party 74 Digital Operator Gerry Re ynolds ma ke s friend s with so me g ian t turtle s whi le v isiting on the islan d of Ma ur itius in the Ind ian Ocean. 



Top-While on the island of Mauritius, the "Pearl of the Indian 
Ocean," some of the Party 74 members visited this scene, the top 
of Tamarine Pass overlooking a power station reservoir. Above 
The grand bay at Mauritius, visited by Party 74, offers beautiful 
girls, friendly people, golden beaches, and crystal-clear water. 

74 back to Massawa. There we reunited with friends we 
had made in November 1971 

While working offshore Ethiopia the crew had excellent 
meals of fresh fish caught by Gun Operator GARY JAMES, 
who also seemed to be feeding the local sharks before 
pulling in large fish heads without bodies. In Massawa 
such notables as Chief Instrument Technician RON BASS, 
Digit al Technician MIKE AYRES, and Radio Engineer KEL 
BROWN visited the crew Digital Technician NIGEL PAYNE 
also came to Party 74, and Digital Operator GERRY REY
NOLDS was able to take his vacation, after which he will 
be in London for his next ass ignment. Crew supervision 
changed in Massawa, with Supervisor WILLIAM C. (BILL) 
CALLEDARE coming to this predominantly Italian- and 
Amharic-speaking area, lending great assistance with his 
fluency in Italian. 

Massawa is notable for its friendly people and high 
temperature. Although spring did not allow for the ex
treme heat that occurs in mid-summer, Massawa is listed 
as one of the two hottest inhabited places in the world, with 
an average yearly temperature of 87 °F This heat is 
utilized in the local industry of salt mining . Sea water is 
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pumped into large, shallow ponds and then allowed to 
evaporate quick ly, leaving the salt content in bright, shin
ing layers. 

Early April brought the dispersal of the seismic crew 
and the sailing of the Western Geophysical Il l under Cap
tain RAYMOND KENNEDY back to the Gu lf, where, as 
Party Manager ROY PECK once said, the sky is still clear, 
the water blue, and the sand hot. 

PARTY 32-PALESTINE, TEXAS . 

Al SPANG LER and BARNEY TOTTEN, Reporters 
BARNEY TOTTEN, Photographer 

El Camino Real, "The Royal H ighway" We made it! 
We are finally back in the great, grand, glor ious republic 
of Texas. We made our move from Arkansas on Janua ry 
5, 1972. Some staunch Arkansas lads came with us, but 
they are all gone now We guess that it was the beautiful 
Texas weather that sent them back. The first mile of our 
first line was under two feet of water plus one-fourth inch 
of ice. We shot it, a typica l Western prospect. Got an im
possible job? Call Western ! 

We are now located in Palest ine, Texas, a place many 
Westerners will remember as numerous crews have been 
located here in the past. It seems that nearly all of the 
natives here are ex-"dood lebuggers ." We had the usual 
tough time of getting housing for everybo dy, but we finally 
accommodated everyone . 

This is beautiful, old, histor ic country, the land of Sam 
Houston and Davy Crockett. Before them there were the 
Span ish, who built the first highway from Nacogdoches, 
which is Texas' oldest city, to San Anton io, the "Mission 
City" and site of the Alamo. This highway was known as 
El Camino Real (Royal H ighway), so des ignated because 
it was constructed by order of the King of Spa in in 1691 
Today it is Texas Highway 2 1 and follows the exact route 
as laid out by the Spanish surveyors . 

The Cherokee Indians were here before the Spanish and· 
occupied an area between the Neches and Angelina Rivers. 

This sign, sou th of Alto , Texa s, near Pa rty 32 's pro spect, ma rks 
the highway a s The Old Sa n Antonio Road, pa rt of El Ca mino Rea l. 

AtlbrM.-- CMllek 
OLD SAN Al1:0lff0 ROAD 

IUZED IN 16tlll lt l Ji DI• I.IS IIG 
tll( FIRST .......... IEIAS 

a UPRES}EO An ailotl IY TIit. or Sf'MI 



The Angelina River was named after a young Cherokee 
Indian girl who was called Angelina by the Spanish because 
of her qualities as an interpreter between the Spanish and 
the Cherokee. Evidence of the proud Cherokee culture still 
exists today 

The Neches River , which flows into the Gulf of Mexico 
at Sabine Pass near Port Arthur, was navigable during 
these times. Much trading of goods was carried on between 
the Spanjsh and Indians and later with the "Anglos" along 
the bank~ of this river The area prospered and was colon
ized, and by the early 1800's many settlements had been 
established. The Spanish were gone and Texas was now 
governed by Mexico, a young and growing nation. 

Stephen F Austin, the "Father of Texas," came from 
the East and colonized an area around Columbus, Texas, 
which was later to be the first official capital of the Repub
lic of Texas. As you all know, the fight was on and was 
not straightened out until Sam Houston came down from 
Tennessee and rall ied the boys under the Lone Star Flag. 

East Texas was iron ore country, as evidenced by the 
numerous old smelters, mines, and blast furnaces used by 
the Confederate Governm ent during the "war between the 
states." This part of Texas is also timber country, as evi
denced by the holdings of the great paper companies. East 
Texas will be once again oil and gas country-we hope-

Above-Party 32 crewmen and famllles gather for a barbe
cue at Wolf Creek Lake, near Palestine, Texas. At the tabl e 
are, from the left, Helper Earl McRainey and his wife and 
Helper Floyd Robertson and his wife . Below-Ob server Dale 
Morgan works in a fi eld at the side of a road In Palestine. 

as a result of the efforts of Western and its clients. 
Well, as you have probably already surmized, the fore

going was written by a Texan, namely BARNEY TOTTEN, 
who yields now to an "Okie," namely Assistant Observer 
AL SPANGLER from Bartl esville. He will enlighten you on 
some current Part y 32 happenings. 

Left-Surveyor Charles Edwards, 
Par ty 32, nea rs the end of one 
of his customary 4-mile days in 
Palesti ne, Texas. Below-Load
ing a hole at the prospect site 
are Drillers David Williams and 
James McCray. Bottom- Help
ers Harold Jordan and Earl Mc
Rainey transfer cables to front 
of the cable buggy in Palestine. 
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P?rty 32 crew members from the left, Shooter Nuel Putnam, Helper 
Billy Lester, Assistant Observer Charlie Walls, and Helpers Raul 
Castro and Herman Hall, are ready for work near Palestine Texas. 

On comp leting a production record in March, we all 
celebrated with an old-fashioned barbecue at nearby Wolf 
Creek Lake. The areas we are working cons ist mainly of 
pine forests and thick underbrush, and as all Westerners 
know, the terra firma is not necessarily always so firm. 

We broke off for a couple of days around Easter time 
for the purpose of rest and relaxation, as well as to let 
crew members return to their old stomping grounds if they 
so desired. Observer DALE MORGAN and his family went to 
Madill, Oklahoma, and Shooter NUEL PUTNAM revisited 
his home in Oklahoma also. Other crew members went in 
all directions for destinations such as Texarkana, New Bos
ton, Atlanta, and Sulphur Springs, Texas. 

Excellent fishing and the beautifu l dogwood trails have 
made our stay here an enjoyab le one. Driller P ERCY GIBBS 

and H_elper EARL McRAINEY have been busy gardening 
on their days off, and at last report all was coming along 
fine. We have had no births or marriages, but many crew 
me~bers received Safety Awards at the beginning of April, 
which though not similar is important. 

In conclusion, this reporter would like to express our 
respect and admiration for P arty Manager BARNEY TOT
TEN His skill and diplomacy in Company affairs has 
proven to be Party 32's greatest asset. Come see us! 

PARTY 44-SAN MARCOS COLOMBIA 

NICKK AYALA, Reporter 
V W SMITH, Bill Y McNEW, and CLIENT, Photographers 

Colombia, a tropical country situated in the northwest 
corner of South America, is making a tremendous effort 
to increase its petroleum potential. In the Guajira Penin
sula and the coastal region bordering on the Caribbean 
Sea on the north, in the hot and rainy Pacific Coast on the 
west, in the state of Putum ayo bordering Ecuador on the 
south, in the vast Llanos Orientales ( eastern plains) also 
hot and rainy, and finally in almost the entire Rio Mag
dalena valley, which lies between the central and eastern 
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range of the Andes, the search for oil is continued t 
several major oil companies. Party 44 is doing its share 
this search, as is another Western crew, Part y Y-7 Vv 
have, of course, some competition from "Brands X an 
y,, 

Party 44 is difficult to describe. The best wc can com 
up with is a "sha llow-wat er marine-oriented land crew 
Th e area of operations for this unu sual crew is the coast: 
region on the north, or more specifically, about I 0,00 
square kilometers (3,860 square miles) of low-lying Ian 
b~tween the San Jorge and Cauca Riv ers . During nea r! 
eight months of the year heavy rains in the south cuu~ 
the Magdalena and 1.auca River s to dump billions of acre 
feet of water into this district. The flatness of the area wit 
mountain ranges on either side creates a sort of bottlenec 
in Party 44's location. As a resu lt, this flat, fertile land be 
comes one huge cienega (lake) 

. In the two years before P arty 44 began working in th 
difficult area, Party Y-7 and Part y Y-13 prospected as fr 
as they could into the flooded land. Gravity Party G-1 
followed, using ai r boats, canoes, and sk iffs-an ything th, 
would float. R esult s of thi s survey and the findings of 
marine survey conducted by Party 75 and the Wester 
Geophysical II , following the Magdale na and its tributarie: 
proved interesting enoug h to prompt our client "to fill i 
th~ gap" with Party 44, using portable instruments, j( 
dnlls, and the inherited "fleet" from Party G-1 O. 

Party 44's transport system grew to include dugoL 
canoes of all sizes, airboats, skiffs, a cattle barge (fl 
camp )-again, anything that would float. We trav ele 
by donkey, in jeeps (hardly eve r), a pie (on foot), an 
finally used a helicopt er As long as there was plenty c 
:¥ater,_ of course, the logistics problems in supplying eig~ 
Jet dnll crews, ten trocha (trail) crews, and the Cas. 
Blanca (recording crew) were overcome simply by efficier 
management of the "flee t." Unfortunately, the wate 
started going down in December, and things change 
drastically when even the 10-foot dugout canoes starte 
going aground! Our versatile "fleet" had met its Waterloc 
A helicopter was employed from mid-January to mid 
February and then again starting in mid-March. Con 
sequently Party Manager NrCKK AYALA has had the oi: 
portunity to add to his many other talents that of ai 
traffic controller for the helicopter operation. 

Party 44 is truly a national crew Only two "gri ngos, 
NrcKK and Chief Ob server BILLY D. MCNEW (EL DULC 

Continued on pa1:e 

Below is a typical small village in the area of Party 44 's work. 
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Par ty 44 has overcome unusual obstacles in Colombia, as shown on this page and the following two pages . 
Top left-Port of 44's "fleet" in Colombia, a dugout canoe, is pressed into service when water is too 
shallow for an outboard motor. Top right-Party Manager Nickk Ayala (center! discusses the fine 
points of a jet drill with crew members . Above left-Junior Observer Jose Guerra and Observer Vicente 
Castro stand in front of the portable recorder. Above right-The drill <rew works knee-deep in water. 
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These pho tos show how and where Party 44 has operated in Colombia . Top left-Thi s mot orista seems glad 
as the canoes , air boa ts, and recorders are getting ready to call it o day. Top right-Magangue is the 
port city on the Rio Magdalena nearest to Party 44 's headquar ters. Center left- Party 44 's portable 
recorde r is set up in one of the air boats. In the center of the photo is Junior Observer Jose Guerra. 
Cen ter right - Chief Observer Vernon ( Stretch) David (left) sits in the Casa Blanca ( re cording "truck " ) 
with an unid entifi ed crew memb er. Abov e left-Some of Party 44 's "fleet " consisted of air boa ts and 
motor boats such as these . Above right-Party 44 's shooting crew is set up in one of their air boat s. 
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Top left-Porty Manager Gus tavo Gamboa lleft) and Administra tor Alfonso Arevalo ore in Punto de 
Blanco, Colombia, Porty 44's headquarters. Top right-Area Superviso r W. E. (Buck) Fleming (left) and 
Po rty Chief Poul Hoo s chat with a gi rl in Norino, a sub-base for Porty 44. Cente r left-Buck Fleming , from 
the left, Por ty Manager Nickk Ayala, and Chief Observer Billy McNew discuss work. Center right
Area Manager Bill Brooks ( left I and Supervisor Ken Bryan t, Houston , look over the prospect from on air 
boat. Above left-Billy McNew, from the left, Buck Fleming, Nickk Aya la, and Administrator Oswaldo 
Castanedo wait at the San Marcos airport. Above right-A crewman works in the Son Morcos "warehouse." 
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In Colombia Porty 44 overcomes the obstacles that terrain such as 
this imposes with the use of several types of unusual equipment. 

BUENO GRINGO), and one other expatr iate, Ecu adorian 
Observef'VICENTE CASTRO, are presently on this crew All 
of the rest are Colombians. From the coast, where the 
people are called Costenos, are Administrator Osw ALDO 
CASTANEDA, Mechanics H UMBERTO CHAPARRO and 
ALFREDO TINOCO, Permit Agent Doctor LIBARDO BUS
TAMANTE, and Surveyor EUGENIO QUEVEDO. Those from 
the interior, called Cachacos by the Costenos, are Assistant 
Administrators FABIO ALVAREZ and J AIME GAMBOA, 
Computer PORFIRIO ACUNA, and Chief Surveyor Lurs 
MERCHAN Luis, incidentally, has just been transferred to 
the new operations starting up in Peru, and we wish h im 
Buena Suerte . 

Hasta luego, amigos. 

PARTY F 63-FORT NELSON, 
BRITISH COLUMBIA 

JEFF HADFORD, Reporter 

Party F-63 spent the winter on the wrong side of the 
60th parallel to be classifi ed as one of the northern crews, 
but with temperatures of 40 ° below zero being common 
during January and February , we can hardly be classified 
as being in the ban ana belt either! 

Party Manager C. M. (SANDY) LARSON predicts a good 
year for the martin , lynx, and wolves common to the area . 
They feed on the rabbits, which this year infest the poplar 
ridges and in turn feed on Observer BRIAN YOUNG'S re
cording cables. Those in the know about rabbits and such 
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(and there is at lea st one on every crew) say that this is a 
seven-year cycle, with thi s being a bad year -from the 
observer's point of view, that is, not the rabbits' Junior 
Observer J P (JrGGS) MAHONEY and Cable-truck Driv ers 
DON CLARK and LARRY VOLK are consider ing a rabbit 
ranch if enough old cables can be acquired for feed. Per
haps we got our wires crossed there, but they d id discuss a 
rabbit roundup and were reading up on how to go about 
it in a magazine called Playboy 

P arty F -63 Recording H elpers DALE SCOTT, PETER 
HUNT, KEITH GI LLIES, and J OHN JERDAN, all from Al
berta, and their counterparts from Saskatchewan, GARTH 
GRAY and BILL WEIMER, keep picking them up and laying 
them down aga in and, of course, chasing rabbits. Shooter 
MARLYN DECAIRE and Help er JIM WEAVER round out the 
recording side of the crew We wonder if th ose many per
fumed letters M ARLYN received during the winter will lead 
to wedding bells this summer? 

Surveyors J EFF RADFORD and BILL H ALL we re agree
ably surprised at the level terrain and feel sure that some
one "goofed" when the lines were la id out on the map. 
H elpers ELROY (STRETCH) SCHNEIDER and DAVID BOWER
MAN really figured that they had it made with power steer
ing in their trucks - quite an advantage when turning as 
many times a day as they do on a 15-foot-wide trail. 

Saskatchewan is well represented in the drilling side of 
the Party F-63 operation with conventional D riller BILL 
WINDSOR and Helper J AMES (MOSES) MOSIMAN, both 
farmers during the summer mont h s. If their hole footage 
per hour is any yardstic k, then look for another bu mper 
wheat crop in that province this year Driller DON DAVID
SON and H elper KENT HOPKINS man the second conven 
tional drill, Driller DAVE KIMBLE and H elper D ENNIS 
T uRCHENEK are on the Sew ell auger; and D riller RICHARD 
GmYK and H elpe r LARRY GANO on the topdrive round off 
our drill power Quite a pow er, too, to which their drill 
footage will attest. 

Spare Water-truck D rivers G WAYNE BRINSON and 
ROBERT SCOTT have compla ined abo ut the lack of frost 
for most of the winter Hard to believe whe n the weather is 
40 ° below; but when the snow cover comes before the 
frost, that is how it is. Consequently, a wide-pad D6 "cat" 
has rescued them from many a "hole ." 

Our Party F-63 camp is "eas ily" accessible from the 
town of Fort Nelso n , British Columb ia. J T. (JOCK) 
CouLL, our supervisor, can attest to this as he and the 
client represe ntative have dr iven in for supper, having 
breakfasted that same morning in town! Cook D OUG SIN
CLAIR and H elper VICTOR YANCEY look after the inner 
needs of both visitors and crew alike, and Camp Atten
dant OTTO DIEDRICH keeps camp as close to a home away 
from home as is possible, mother to us all . Clerk LEONARD 
LEVERE is busy minding the mobile radio and making 
"reservations" for guests. 

Mechan ic METRO CHERNIWCHAN maintains all of our 
equipment while keeping Supply~an GEORGE (NEWFIE) 
MOORES busy with parts pickup or delivery 

Our cats are busy opening line to freeze, so we are 
looking forward to a few more months of eq ually success
ful operation. So long for now from P arty F-63 
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own Western's line 
for 35 years 

HAT STILL exclusive "35-Yea r Club" added its sixth 
member late this spring when Jo hn A . A dams received 

his two-d iamond studded Service Pin. The veteran super 
visor, who, with his family, lives in Bakersfield, California, 
joined Western's then fledgling ranks on May 19, 1937. 

"' Big A,' as John is affectionate ly ca lled by many old
time Ca lifornia Westerners, has probably forgotten more 
about California geophysics than most of us will ever 
know," states one of his colleagues who has worked closely 
with him. "Joh n's know ledge and talents are not limited to 
California, however. H e has been involved with ea rly 
seismic exploration in such places as Alaska, Nevada, 
Utah, and Michigan. Whe rever John works, he gives his 
best; and his clients know it and appreciate it. As one 
leading competitor rece ntly put it, Wes tern sta rts out 
ahead in bidd ing for crews in Ca lifornia simp ly because 
John Adams is there." 

A native of Forsyt he, Montana, John had a background 
in civil engineering, which he studied at the Uni versity 
of Washi ngton; early training in television and electronics; 
and employ ment activities of highway engineering, sur
veying, and a stint of undergrou nd gold mining when 
Henry Salvatori, Western founder, interviewed him and 
convinced him that he should make a caree r of geop hysical 
exploration. John star ted as an ass ista nt computer and 
moved up to computer and chief computer. At about the 
time he was made a party chief, early 1943, he was sent to 
Peru. Late r he was promoted to ass ista nt supervisor and 
then supe rvisor. 

Working for Western has taken " Big A" to most of the 
western states, South Amer ica, Alaska, and Ca nada . 
Though Ca lifornia-based, cur rently he is supervis ing crews 
in several states of the Pacific Coast and Rocky Mountain 
areas. Along the way du ring this 35-year per iod he has 
encou nte red many unique prob lems and interesting ex
periences, and several oil and gas fields have been dis
covered in his areas of exp lorat ion, giving him a feeling of 
fulfillment and sa tisfac tion that makes all of his efforts 
worthwhile . 

Always a gentle man, Joh n has nevertheless been known 
to test the stam ina of many new Westerners, both in and 
out of the office. O ne present vice president says that he 
will never forge t the initiatio n John gave him to both 
geophysics and the " nineteenth hole" after wor k. H e de
cided really quic kly that if John Adams were an examp le 
of what was expec ted of a person to work in this industry, 
one must be both smart an d strong ! 

As those who know John are aware, he is big, smart, 
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strong, and tough. A few little complications such as a 
broken leg sustained in northern Alberta (Canada), a 
broken colla rbo ne suffered in Utah, and a fall from a 10-
foot ladder in California-all within an 18-month period 
-were to John just aggravating nuisances tha t simply had 
to be overcome so that he could get back to work and to 
his favorite pastimes of hunting and mineral collecting. 
John's father was a mining engineer, and thus his love of 
the outdoo rs and knowledge of precious meta ls come 
naturally. Do not get into an argument with this veteran 
supervisor about the orig in or type of gold nuggets or other 
precio us meta ls-you will lose. 

Of course, John has to be both smart and strong. H is 
wife Katherine is a school teacher who teaches because 
she likes to teac h. Their youngest son, Jon, is al ready a 
promising athlete in Bakersfield. Two teen-age daughters, 
K riss and Julie, keep the house cluttered with boyfriends. 
No place here for a faint heart! 

A gentleman "doodlebugger" is John Adams, and West
ern is proud that he has been a member of our "family" 
for 35 short years . As he himse lf put it recently upon 
being asked when he planned to ret ire, "Retire?! I haven 't 
even caught my second wind yet!" 

Sup e rvisor John A. Adam s bea ms a s part of h is fam ily proud ly in
spect h is 35 -Year Service Pin in their home. From the left ar e the 
two young est, so n Jon and dau gh ter Julie, and wife Kathe rine. 
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Floyd E. ( Pogenl Davis and wife Gwen enjoyed a belated cele
bration of his 30th annive rsary with Western at one of Houston's 
most popular and attractive restaurants, where Vice Pres idents 
Neal Cramer and Howard Dingman were their hosts for lunch. This 
picture was taken as they paused for a vis it afterward in Neal's 
office before another member of the "30-Year Club," Margaret 
Hale, took them on a tour of the office and data processing fa
cilities. From the left are Neal, Gwen, Poge n, and Margaret. 

down Western's line 

A person of much ability, Pogen has been a very good 
idea man, according to one of his former managers. His 
understanding and designing improvements on drill and 
other mechanical equipment, at times in most ingenious 
ways, have made him a considerable asset to the Company. 

While Pogen was working with one of the two crews in 
the Tunisi an desert, the need arose for a manager of our 
Company's warehouse in Sfax; and Pogen's experience 
and sense of responsibility made him the obvious choice 
for the position, says a supervisor. With him there, the men 
on the crews knew that they would be well supplied with 
not only parts and good food but all of their needs, includ
ing valuable mechanical information. In Algeria Floyd 
also opened and operated a warehouse. 

When he was in the desert in Tuni sia, Floyd encoun
tered one of his funniest experiences while making one of 
his first trips to Rome for his break. Arranged transporta
tion had not materialized; and so Pogen, whose only use
able language in that area was his hand, literally thumbed 
his way across Tunisia one night. When his hired drivers 
would take off across the sand down such things as pipe 
lines (because they were illegally driving out of their dis-

for 30 years 
FIVE YEARS AGO the WESTERN PROFILE introduced three 

new members to the mythical "25- Year Club"; here it 
introduces three new members to the "30-Year Club." 
The names are the same-Floyd E. Davis, Margaret E. 
Hale , and R.H. Wardell. 

Each January 1 means the observance not only of New 
Year's Day but also of another milestone with Western 
Geophysical by Floyd E. ( Pogen) Davis. This last January 
1 marked 30 years of Western service for him-and being 
"settled down" in League City, Texas , after years on 
various continents. 

Pogen started with Western as a driller on Party 4. 
Throughout his long career he has served in various drill
ing capacities as the place and the crew needed-driller, 
driller-mechanic, drill foreman, drill supervisor (for West
ern of Canada), and field equipment supervisor in north 
Africa. Currently he has a parts department in the cable 
shop of Western's Galveston facility. While Floyd was 
filling the foregoing capacities, his assignments were in 
California, the Rocky Mountain area of the States, Canada, 
Alaska, the Spanish Sahara, Mauritania, Australia, Tuni
sia, and Algeria, from where he transferred to Galveston in 
the fall of 1971. 
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tricts) , he was concerned that his hand signs were not 
being understood! He says that he felt like "the fugutive" 
as they skirted villages staying away from the police. 

Five years ago the PROFILE left Pogen with a crew in 
Colorado, wife Gwen and daughter Cyndy in Stratford , 
Oklahoma , and son Floyd, Jr ., (Butch) at the University 
of Oklahom a. This five years has been, as Gwen puts it, 
"a real potpourri in countries, cultures, and conditions." 
When Floyd went to the desert camp, Gwen and Cyndy 
settled in Rome where the latter could attend school. On 
Pogen's transfer to Sfax, Gwen joined him there, where 
for 19 months they "lived a strange and almost unreal life, 
the only Americans in a lovely Arab city." Cyndy re
mained in boarding school in Rome and Butch in the 
university in the States. From Sfax it was on to Oran , Al
geria, and again a completely different life. Inste ad of 
being "alone" they had everyone living and working in the 
same building ("Chez Western"). They have many pleas
ant memories of the homemade fun and entertainment 
and the "League of Nations" environment of that building. 

Then in the late summer of 1971 the Davises returned 
to the States and settled in League City, where Pogen is 
close to the Galveston shops and Cyndy to Clear Creek 
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High School, from which she was gra duated in May. In 
the meantime Butc h had comp leted two university degrees 
and settled in Atlanta, where he is a safety representative 
for an insura nce company and his bride of last Dece mbe r, 
Cheryl, his co llege sweet heart , is involved in socia l work. 

That brings us up to date on the man (and his family) 
who has spent 30 years in many different climates pur
suing Western's best interests, Floyd E. (Pogen) Davis. 

"W hat else ca n you say about that gal? Everyone has 
run out of supe rlatives." "Th at gal" is M a rgaret Hale. T he 
speaker, a Western superviso r and one of Margaret's close 
friends for most of her 30 yea rs with the Company, could 
not have spoken any truer words. That she is a friend to 
one and all, whethe r veteran or newcomer, was proven on 
June 9 when all Houston Westerners banded together to 
honor her on her 30th anniversary with the Company, pro
claiming it " Margaret Hale Day" (story and photos in 
Windstrip). 

Executive assistant to President Booth B. Strange, Mar
garet started her Western career as a computer on a field 
crew-the first woman, incidentally, to hold a field posi
tion with our Company. That crew was P arty 18; its pa rty 
chief was the same Booth B. Strange as above; and its 
chief computer, who "trai ned" her, was F red J. DiGiul io, 
now area manage r of the Gulf and East Coasts. A year and 
a half later she was promoted to chief computer. Then 
Western opened the Eastern District Division office in 
Natchez, Mississippi, and asked Margaret to be office 
manager there. When the Mid-Continent D ivision office 
was opened in Shreveport, Louisiana, the capable and 
efficient Ma rgaret was trans ferred there to become ad
ministrative assistant to Vice P resident Strange. Tn 1958 
she was made an assistant corporate secretary of the Com
pany. 

Always ob liging and helpful, this "first lady of Western" 
has long fulfilled not only her own dut ies but a myr iad of 
sundry requests from Westerners throughout the world. 
"Ask Margaret!" has long been a Western cry, to which 
she has always responded. The cry followed her to Hous
ton in February 1967 when the Shrevepo rt office moved 
there. 

As executive assistant to the president, Margaret be
comes involved with many depa rtments in her role of 
freeing him for matters that only the top executive can 
handle. During the past year she has taken on a new and 
regular such duty for him-and, ultimately , all Westerners. 
With the departure of former Vice Pres ident T. L. Slaven, 
President Strange became "officer-in-charge" of the WEST
ERN PROFILE; and conscientio us Margaret hand les a ll of 
the details of this time-consuming job for him. Thus, when 
an issue of the PROFILE comes out, Margaret is almost as 
familiar with your stories, reports, and pictures as is the 
Edito r! 

This lovely and grac ious lady is a Texan by birth but an 
Oklahoman by education. After earning her B.S. degree, 
with a double major in mathematics and chemist ry, at 
Oklahoma Stale Un iversity, then known as Centra l State 
Teac hers Co llege, Margaret taught seventh-grade science 
in the Ponca City, Oklahoma, schools severa l years before 
joining Western. 
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Her devotio n and faithfulness to Western and its people 
have not cut her off from other interests and activities. She 
was a member of the Shrevepo rt club of Altrusa Inter
national, class ified serv ice orga nization for executive and 
professio nal women, servi ng in various offices, includ ing 
the presidency; taug ht a business women's class at her 
church in that city; was chairman of the Louisiana State 
Unit of the Multiple Sclerosis Society; and assisted in 
membersh ip ca mpa igns for the Shrevepor t Symphony 
Society. Currently her hobbies are reading, music, garden
ing ("if I had a garden!"), and bicycle riding. To that we 
add traveling, for in the spr ing of 1971 Margaret filled 
one of her life-long dreams. She took an extended trip to 
Europe, which delighted her even more tha n she had 
expected. 

Pres ide nt Booth 8. Stra nge prese nts to Margare t Hole, h is e•ecu
tive assis tan t, her 30-Ye ar Service Awa rd. It was in the form of a 
charm on a bracelet. The presenta tion was mode a t the '"M argaret 
Ha le Day" luncheon a tte nded by a ll Hous ton empl oyees. On the 
table are Margaret's se t of Weitern Profile, that these emp loyees 
had bo und for her as a g ift on that memora ble da y, June 9 . 

Because she is the type of person she is, th is "first lady 
of Western" has had many honors. In fact, when the PRO
FILE staff decided to present her a "special" volume of 
P ROFILES on "Margaret Hale Day," one conta ining only 
issues in which she was feature d an d/or pictured, the 
staffers discovered that they needed a much larger fancy 
looseleaf binder than they had anticipated. It had to hold 
10 magazines! Other than her 30th anniversary, Mar
garet's most recent high recogni tion came last October. She 
was an honor guest at Ce ntra l State University Home
coming, one of 10 alumni to receive the D istinguished 
Former Student Award, the highest honor given a former 
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Dick Wordell (seated, second from the left) observes his 30th an
niversary al o luncheon in Houston. Celebrating with him are his 
wife and several vete ran colleagues. From the left ore: sealed, 
Area Manager Fred J. Di Giulio, Dick, wife Mory , and Margaret 
Hale ; and standing, Houston digi tal center Manager J. B. Jordon, 
President Booth B. Strange, and Vice President Howard Dingman. 

student or graduate of Central State. These awards are 
presented at the homecoming banquet by the Alumni As
sociation for contribution to Central State University and 
for outstanding service in the honorees' respective fields. 

Like the aforementioned supervisor and everyone else, 
this reporter has run out of superlatives but not of out
standing characteristics that have made Margaret such an 
asset to Western Geophysica l-and to Westerners. She is 
an eternal optimist and a positive thinker. She is a person 
concerned for the welfare of others. When she sees, or 
even senses, that a fellow Westerner is in trouble, whether 
it be physical or job, she does all in her power to help 
her colleague. It may be moral support ; it may be a few 
words here and a few words there that will overcome a 
frustrating situation; it may be suggestions regarding the 
need for medical care. 

This, then, is "ou r Margaret," the faithful, the devoted, 
the conscientious, the efficient, the concerned, the ded
icated, and the ever-helpful Western's "No . 1 Woman 
Employee," who has begun her 31st year with us, much 
to the delight of all. 

Five years ago R. H. (Dick) Wardell observed his 25th 
anniversary with Western at a dinner in Copenhagen with 
Leo J. Dunn, (then area manager in London), some Danish 
clients, and wife Mary; this year Dick observed his 30th 
anniversary at a luncheon in Hou ston with Pr esident Booth 
B. Strange, four other Western veterans, and wife Mary. 

Just as time flies, so did Dick and Mary. In all of 
his years with Western he had never had any desire for 
foreign assign ments but was persuaded to take on this 
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spec ial one interpreting North Sea data for a client in 
Denmark as the job was to last only one to three months. 
As it turned out, that three-month job took over three 
years ! Dick has the feeling that he was "outsmarted" by a 
certain vice president but if so is glad as he would not take 
anything for the experiences and opportunities that he and 
Mar y had living in Denmark and visiting several other 
European countries while on the assignment. They climaxed 
it by spending three days eac h in London and Madrid 
before flying back to the "good old U.S.A." 

Arriving in Shreveport, Louisiana, in May 1968, Dick 
was assigned to the mapping department and later to the 
velocity department of the Shrevepo rt digital center. About 
two years later that center was moved to Houston, and 
Dick became connected with the Houston digital center's 
velocity department, which he now heads. Mary, who was 
a teacher when they were married, became interested in 
returning to teaching. After two weeks as a substitute, the 
central office of the Hou ston schoo ls ass igned her to a full
time position. She is teaching second grade and loves it. 

Dick himself was a teacher before joining Western in 
May 1942. Armed with a B.S. degree in chemistry and 
mathematics from Texas Technological College, he taught 
science and mathematics and was a school princip al for 
four years. Th en this nativ e of New Mexico became a 
computer on Western's Party 7. As he traveled the 
"doodleb ug trail," he was promoted to chief computer, 
assistant party chief, party chief, and senior party chief. 
He was head of review crews in Shreveport before his 
Europ ean assignment. 

The activities of this 30-year Westerner .have been 
varied over the years and include taking color slides, 
fishing, and playing bridge and golf. "Dick is an ardent 
golf fan," said one friend recentl y, "and although he is not 
a long hitter, don't bet too much that he will not beat you 
to the hole." In the sports field Mary, too, enjoys fishing 
and golf. In fact, they plan to do much of it when the time 
comes for them to retire, or, as Dick puts it, when he "will 
be turned out to pasture." His humor shows through 
when he adds, "Just hope my teeth will be good enough to 
chew the grass. I'm sure they will." Look ing forward to 
retireme nt , they also plan to tour many parts of the States 
that they have not seen and may even venture back to some 
of the foreign countries. (That "short" assignment abroad 
did get into th(!,ir blood!) 

Dick and Mary have always been fine, Christian people 
and very active in their church programs. When they lived 
in Shreveport, he served for some time on the administra
tive board of the Broadmoor Methodist Church. In Copen
hagen Dick spent about four hours a week as financial 
secretary of the American Lutheran Congregation, which 
was building its own church. 

The Wardells have always been an asset to both Western 
and the communities where their travels have taken them. 
Their loyalty and devotion have been an inspiration to 
many Westerners with whom they have been associated for 
the past 30 years. We wish them well-and are happy that 
the implementation of those ret irement plans is not in the 
immediate future, for this staunch, friendly Westerner 
with the twinkle in his eye is nice to have around. 
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down Western's line 
for 25 years 

1 IME FLIES! A trit e exp ress ion but o ne that sums up 
the feelings of thr ee Westerners who receive d th eir 

25-Ycar Service Awards during the first six months of this 
year. Th ey arc Wilton 8. Dun gan, John J . Maines, and 
V. W. Smith. 

Athough Wilton B. ( Boots) Dungan originally sta rted 
with Western Geop hysica l in September 1946, he rece ived 
his 25- Ycar Award last February 28 because of a break in 
service in 1950. To this field equipment supe rvisor that 
1946 hir e date is important as it is co nnected with what he 
consider s one o f his most interesting job expe rie nces with 
our Company. Th at is being on one of Wcstern's first 
crews lo spend a winter in Wyomi ng, Party 20. 

The party chief of that crew recalls that one of his 
drillers asked him if Western could use a "goo d, rug ged 
boy." Th e party chief sa id yes; and the good, rugged boy, 
the dri ller's young brother -in -law, who traveled all the 
way from Texas to Kemm erer, Wyoming. lo beco me a 
helper on that crew, was Boots. That party chief, now a 
supervi sor, has neve r regretted this hirin g, for of Boots 
he says: 

" His reputation du ring his entire career has been that 
of a loyal, industrious, co-operative person. H e has always 
rated at the top of our field peop le in the maint enance of 
equipm ent , training new emp loyees, and keeping the high 

Wilton B. !Boots) Dungan lcenterl, field equipment supervisor in 
South Ameri ca , happened to be in the Houston office just 2S years 
ofter he storied with Western and slopped to chat with Area Man
ager Charle s W. Dick (left) and Vice President Howard Dingman . 

production levels esse nt ial to our successf ul operations . 
He is no longer u boy but is sti ll 'good and rugged.'" 

Boots has C'>tablishcd this reputation while working on 
many crews in Wyoming, Montana, \:w Mexico. Colo
rado, O klahoma, Louisiana, California, Texas, Canada, 
Ecuudor, Co lombia, Bol iv ia, and Argentina. As far as his 
service in Canada is concerned, this veteran is proud 
of helping Western get started in Canada, being on the 
second crew sent there. whic h was in I 948. llis first 
ass ign ment in So uth America was in Ecuado r in 1956, 
and he ha s worked there and in Co lombia and Argentina 
several times. Promoted to driller short ly before he lcft 
Party 20, Boots later was a shoo te r for a yea r but then 
went back to drilling, subsequent ly becoming a drillcr 
mccha nic. His yea rs of outstan din g exper ience and ca
pability in this field qualified h im for the posit ion of field 
equipment supervisor in late 1969. 

One of his former supervisors remembers him as a 
dr iller in South America. I le was a lways impressed with 
Boo ts' consc ienti ous ha rd work a nd with the fact that 
he was never other than a fine gentleman. The supervisor 
explains that dri llers in that area in those days were 
usually rough and tough a nd that Boots was thus a pleas 
ant surpri se . 

Th is gentlema n driller was born in Texas. Though 
named Wilton, he became Boots long before he can 
remember. Tt seems that his mother bought him a pair of 
boots; and because he wanted to wear them eve n to bed, 
she tagged him " Boots." H ow that nickname has followed 
him all of these years-to the point that most people know 
only a Boots, not a Wilton, Dungan - he cannot explain. 
It was as Boots that he came from the U.S. Navy to 
Weste rn G eop hysica l. 

The one thing that stands out most in his mind among 
his experiences with Western is the Company's sending him 
to Ecuador in 1956, for this, he says, enab led him lo meet 
his wife Susana. An Ec u adorean, Susana was a school 
teacher when Boots met her. Th ey have fou r childre n: 
Robert Eugene. 13 years old; H attie Ann, 11; Da linda 
Sue, IO; and Veronica Arleen, 5. They explai n Boots' 
hobb y, "trying to keep the childr e n's toys repaired"! 

Wh en not taking care of Western equ ipm ent and 
chi ldr en's toys, Boots enjoys playing volleyball, softball, 
and basketball. Young Robert likes United States-type 
football a nd South American-type footba ll and basketball. 
Wh e reve r they live, Susa na is interested in visiting the 
different places of the town or area and learn ing of the 
music and o ther cult ures. 
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Boots ' loyalty to and fondness for Western is obv ious 
in what he selects as his most interesting job experi ences, 
and management's confidence in this industr ious and 
cap able field equipm ent supervisor is jus tified. Both are to 
be congr atulat ed on his 25 years with the Comp any. May 
he remain many more years. 

Joh n J . Maines, Galveston , T exas, is one of those rar e 
Westerners who in 25 years with the Company has seldo m 
moved! He start ed as a wireman in May I 94 7 on the night 
shift at the Hope Street shop in Los Angeles ; and when 
the Co mpany built its own laboratory and shops on Nor th 
LaBrea Street in the same city in 1952 , Jo hn went ther e 
and soon beca me the electronics shop superviso r. Th ere 
he rema ined unt il August 1969 when the lab and shops 
were relocat ed in Galveston . Tod ay he is manager of the 
electronics dep artm ent there . 

John J. Main es <le ft ), manag er of th e e le ctronics depar tment in 
the Ga lves ton la b ora tory , receiv es hi s 25 -Yea r Service Pin from 
Vice Pres id ent Car l H. Savi! at a lunche on in Ga lves ton . Bo th 
John and Carl b egan th e ir ca reers with Wes te rn in Los Ange les . 

Joh n was born and raised in the little town of Elr ose 
in the heart of the wheat country of the Canadian provin ce 
of Saskatch ewan. After gradua tion he jo ined the R oyal 
Canadian Air Fo rce and was sent to Engl and as an air
craft rad ar technician. When the war was over, Sergeant 
Main es wished to conti nue work ing in electronics and so 
went to Los Angeles to look for tha t type of work. He 
found it with Western Geophy sical. It was in Los Angeles 
that he " found" and marri ed his charm ing wife Sylvia . 

A con scientious and Company-mind ed person, John 
never shirks on respo nsibility or on the job . He is co
operative and always willing to help oth ers who arc in 
troubl e or have proble ms that they cannot solve. He 
delegates authorit y, feeling that h is men are there to help 
him. F irm and fair in his decisions, he has a knack of 
obtain ing the best from those around him. 
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"With all of his 25 years of experience in bu ilding the 
recording truc ks and the equipment that is put in them, 
there is nothing that John does not know about recordin g 
equipment ," emph atically sta tes on e who has known him 
all of these years. "Th is is plainl y shown ," he goes on, "by 
the numb er of phon e ca lls that John receives daily from 
Hou ston and from the field crews asking for help to solve 
their prob lems. It is also shown at the lab with fellows 
waiting in line to ask John what they sho uld do about 
different projects they are working on and for his advice ." 
Altho ugh at times he may become somewhat irr itated, 
Jo hn never shows it and very seldom becomes frustra ted 
when work ing und er pressure. He just takes everything 
calmly. 

A serious person in his work , this electronics expert is 
a very relaxed person otherwi se and enjoys telling stories 
and talking about daily eve nts. He is a member of the 
Masonic Lodge. Also, Jo hn has always been a spor ts en
thu siast , enjoying ba seball, basketball , footba ll, bowling, 
and golf. Th ough a res ident of Texas for thr ee yea rs, he 
still favor s the Los Angeles Rams, the L.A. Dodgers, and 
the L.A. L akers. A natura l a thlete, this Western vete ran 
inevitably wins all of the hor seshoe-to ssing contests at 
Company picnics. 

When time is available, John likes to bowl and was in a 
tourn ament a t Nassau (between Houston and Galveston ) 
last year. Jo hn admit s to bowlin g, bu t he him self tells only 
of his and wife Sylvia's bowlin g in the "Ma and Pa" 
League with Mack and Aletha Town s. " It was a fight," he 
says, " but we man aged to hold on to las t place !" He also 
finds time for golf, calling himself a "wee kend golfer ," 
which is in line with what one of his friends wrote, that 
there proba bly is not a weekend goes by without Joh n's 
being seen on the Sun Meadow golf course in Nassa u. 

Sylvia a ttends a health club severa l times a week in 
P asadena, near Nassau , and jo ins other Weste rn super
visors' wives in their monthly get- togcthers. She also en
joys bowling and golfing during the week. 

Th e Maines have two son s, Jim , 22 , gradu ated from 
Long Beach Stat e College in Californi a this Ju ne and for 
two yea rs has bee n a youth director for a Long Beach 
Lu theran ch urch as a part-t ime job. Gary, 20, is a sonar 
techni cian in the U. S. Navy, with th ree more yea rs ' to 
serve. 

An ann iversary lunch eon was held for John at a restau
rant in Ga lveston by a group of lab depa rtm ent hea ds and 
offic ials. Hon oring John were Carl Savit , John C . Moll ere, 
Ben Niehcnkc, Mack Towns , William Sullivan, Roland 
Brou ghton, the late Ben P fab, P aul Biggs, Robert Marton , 
and Jack Li tchcnbcrg, a ll of whom have been assoc iated 
with the hono ree in both the Lo s Angeles and Galveston 
labs, and Robert R. Rector and Jo e D . Shivers. Vice P res
ident Savit gave John his 25- Year Service Award in the 
prese nce of his cohort s. 

A fitting conclu sion to John 's "25 -yea r sto ry" came 
from another of his colleag ues with whom he has worked 
many yea rs : "Jo hn is one of the best liked men in Western. 
He is a hard taskma ster and demands perfection but is 
liked by one and all who work with and for him." 

"A confirmed 'ham ,' a phot ograph y ' nut,' a sa iling 'en-
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thusiast,' and whatever else may have recently caught his 
attention describe the versatility and wide range of interests 
of Vic Smith," states one Western colleague of this super
visor in Bogota, Colombia. The friend adds, "A ll of th ese 
in add ition to geophysics and Western!" 

Vic's 25 yea rs of dedication to Western Geophysical 
began March 31, 194 7, as a computer -draftsman for Par ty 
19 in west Texas. Born in Clarendon, Texas, he studi ed 

In his office in Bogo ta, Colombia , Supervisor V. W. (Vici Smith 
(righ t} is weadng his 25 -Year Service Pin and receiving cong rat
ulations from his uguest" and boss from Houston, V-ice President 
V . C. (Vici Boyd. Vic Smith is one of Westem' s avid hobbyists. 

chemica l engineering at Texas Tech in Lubbock, whe re he 
and wife Gwen were living on that M arch 31. H e soo n 
became a chief computer and then a party chief. In this 
latter capac ity he guid ed many crews in west Texas, New 
Mexico, Utah, Ca lifornia (Los Angeles office), Canada, 
and his main baiJiwick, the R ocky Mount ain area . 

An ea rly supe rvisor remembers when V ic arrived in 
VernaJ, Utah, as a new party chief from west Texas . Of 
course, he says, there were many new responsibilities in 
this new job, but Vic eagerly faced them . "H e is a modest, 
competent, ambitious, and dedicated Westerner." 

In addition to his job responsib ilities, Vic has always 
pursued many hobbies, in all of which he has excelled. 
When he went from Texas to Utah, he was accompanie d 
by not only Gwen but a lso his "ha m" rad io rig, which he 
used for many years. ( Hi s background in and knowledge 
of electronics have, of course, been an asset in an indust ry 
where elect ron ic advancements have come fast in recent 
years.) Then Vic took up flying and once chartered a plane 
and flew Gwen on a tr ip back to T exas . 

Next it was photography. In Bismarck, North Dakota, 

FALL 1972 

Vic took a long nighttime exposu re of an early Russian 
Sputnik satell ite, which appeared in the locaJ newspaper . 
(Previously, in Billings, Montana, he had tape -recorded 
th rough sho rtwave ra dio a signal from one of the early 
Ru ssian satell ites.) Wyoming, Montana, and North Da
kota, as well as Utah, were well covered by Vic both geo
physically and photographically when he was a party chief. 

While Vic's radio hobby was an asset to Western oper
atio ns, his photography hobby was of great benefit to the 
WESTERN PROFILE. M any of its most outstand ing covers 
have been "Vic Smith covers ." As a party chief, he sup
p lied all of the pict ures for his crews' reports; and when 
special pictures were needed for an art icle, V ic gladly went 
out and took them. In fact, he did more than that for he 
had all of the necessary equip ment and d id his own de
veloping, printing, and en larg ing. (Today he has turned 
over this par t of photography to Vic, Jr.) 

Vic's competency in geophysics and handling of crews 
was not to be overlooked by Western management. In 
December 1964 he was promoted to supervisor and started 
on fore ign assignme nts. Hi s first was as resident super 
visor in Aden. The Smiths returned to the States (Shreve
po rt, Lou isiana) in late summer of I 966. Vic soon became 
a "flying superviso r," turning up in such places as Iran, 
Egypt, and the Persian Gul f. Th en in the sum mer of 1967 
the Smiths were off to AustraJia. After three years "down 
under" Vic and fam ily again returned to the States , this 
time to Houston. With Wcstern's operations in South 
America growing, Vic was sent to Colombia as resident 
supe rvisor, and the Smith fa mily now resides in Bogota . 

Known as a fine gentleman and a devoted family man, 
Vic is very proud of his and Gwen's fam ily, Barbara Ann, 
19, and Vic, Jr. , 14. Married in May in Bogota (see Wind
s/rip), Barb is continu ing her studi es this year at the Uni
versity of Houston after working part-time this past sum 
mer. Th e active Vic, Jr. , has taken up photography and 
also has deve loped a keen interest in handball since attend
ing Nueva Granada in Bogota. In addit ion, he takes Span 
ish and guitar lessons at home. 

In addition to Vic's interests, Gwen has her own. Last 
year in H ousto n she returned to work part -time after 20 
years of being an inactive registered nurse . Since being 
in Bogota, the former RN . has found time for reading and 
an occasiona l game of br idge and has studied Spanish two 
hours a day at the Ce ntro Colombo-Americano. 

Thi s brings us back to Vic's other interests. It was in 
Austra lia that he became a "sail ing enthusiast." H e pur
chased a boat in Sydney, and the family had great times. 
Wh en he reached H ouston, he bought a boat and sa iled it 
in G alveston Bay. H e was always rated a good bow ler by 
his crews, and his men knew that whatever towns they 
were in their party chief would be singi ng in the church 
choir. The "whatever else may have recently caug ht his 
attent ion" include s, in Bogota, music, a return to photog
raphy, and learn ing Spanish. 

In Vic Western has a fine gentleman, a competent and 
ski lled person, a friendly and ded icated superv isor, and a 
perfect ionist in all that he does . "A great fellow!" echo 
Westerners. Thi s is just his first 25 years; who knows what 
he will add to his accompli shments in the years to come! 
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The banner I above l In the lobby of the Houston offic e greeted 
Margaret Hale fright) as she arrived for work the mom ing of June 
9, the 30th anniversary of her employm ent with Western. Carolyn 
Kosclskey (in the corner ) is watching with exci tement the sur pri se 
and pleasure on Margar et's face. Unlike Margar et al th is point, 
Carolyn knows that flowers, cards, letters, telexes , gifts, and a 
luncheon are coming up. Additional pictures of the man y activities 
of Margaret's special day are shown on the opposite pag e. 

MARGAR ET HA LE DAY' was proclaimed on June 9, 1972, 
throughout the "Western Family" in commemoration of 
Margaret's 30th anniversary with Western. Having been taken 
totally unawares on two previous memorable occas ions, our 
Ma rgaret had stated that she could not be surpr ised again! She 
did not know, however , that Beryl Miller, Carmita Magee , 
and Margarite Edstrom had met a month earlier to set the 
wheels in motion to have Ju ne 9 be a day full of many 
surprises for her! 

When Beryl and Margarite had invited her out for lunch 
that day, the very knowledgeab le Margaret had comme nted, 
with a twinkle in her eye, that that day was special as it was 
her 30th anniversary with Western. Thus, it appeared that 
a special luncheon get-toget her would not surprise Margaret. 
She was really astounded, though , as she came in that morning 
and saw the banner , made by Bob Morris , proc laiming 
MARGARET HALE DAY in the front reception lobby! He r 
astonishment continued as numerous flowers, plants, gifts, 
cables, telexes, cards, and letters began literally pouring in 
from the four corners of the Western interna tional and 
domestic world and family These expressed the love and 
estee m of the senders for Margaret, who had been with them 
for 30 years! 

The ladies of the entire Houston office brought numerous 
delicious sandwiches, chips, dips, relishes , salads, cookies, 
cake, coffee, and punch to the decorated and flower-bedecked 
conference room for a luncheon , which was enjoyed by every
one in the Houston office. Marie Brooks made two beautifully 
decorated but terfly cakes that were the "hit" of the luncheon. 
They looked "too pretty" to cat, but when finally cut they 
were as good to the taste buds as they had been to the eye! 

During the luncheo n President Boot h B. Stra nge asked 
Margaret to come to the stage. Again she was surprised by 
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"MARGARET HALE DAY" 
1. Looking up from their admiration of the 30th anniversary cake 
and a butterfly cake are, from the left : Dorothy Young, Johnie 
Reed, Marie Brooks, honoree Marga ret Hale, and Lindo Player. 
2. Glowing with happineu and excitement, Margaret acceph from 
Pres ident Booth 8. Strange a gift from the Housto n employees. 
Her bound Western Profiles, on the tabl e, ar e also a gift from 
them. 3. Paula Hem lleftl and Margarit e Edstrom have finished 
helping put the food on the luncheon buffet table. 4. Charlotte 
Slocum and Geo rgia Jon es Cfrom the lef t) arrive for the luncheon 
as President Strange, Don Lerch , Chet Ha le, Lee Armond (back), 
and Don Frisbee chat with Margaret . S. Marga ret admires the 
pearl brac e let from her colleagues and tries to say thank you. 
6. Center of attention Is one of the two beautifully de corated 
butterfly cakes, baked by Marie Brooks . From the left are: Car
mita Mage e, Sandy Arrington, Mari e, and Johnie Reed. 7. As 
many employees mingle and eat, Margar et receives congratulation s 
from four late arrivers, from th e left: Ken Bryant (back ), George 
Shoup I shak ing her hand l , Dave Shave I top of head I , and Jim 
Dees. 8. Many flowers arrived for Margaret this day, and Beryl 
Miller helps her display some of them. 9. Whil e Sue Herreth starts 
down the buffet table , Ben Langston, Fred Di Giulio , and Margaret 
pause from reminiscing about Fred's starting Margaret's "train
ing" 30 years earlie r. 10 . John Synnott, Patty McColgin, and Ger
trude Rose smile in the background as Margaret exclaims to Mar• 
garite Edstrom about the big 30th anniversary cake. 11. TheH 
unidentified employees are serving themselves, chatting and eat• 
ing, and just chatting. The group along the back wall is similar lo 
that in No . 4, but two widely-known Westemers hav e joined II, 
Jim Robinson I right of Presi dent Strange) and Jim Rush (for 
right) . Bob Morri s did the artwork on the wall, as well as the 
banner in the lobby. 12. Everyone gathers round to watch Presi
dent Strange present her 30-Year Service Award la charm brace• 
letl and other gifts to Margar et. Since some are hidd en and 
there are no rows, it is impouib le to identify all; therefore, we 
shall let our readen see how goad they are at finding familiar 
faces and putting name s to them! So ends a perfect day . 
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being presented with her own copies of the WESTERN PROFILE 
that, unbeknownst to her, had been "borrowed" and bound 
for her The covers of these six volumes are of green leather 
and her name is imprinted in gold on the front of each. 
Amazement followed when she was presented with an ex
quisite two-strand pearl bracelet. These two gifts were given 
to Margaret by everyone in the "Western Family" She also 
received her Western 30-Year Award in the form of a bracelet 
that has a diamond and emerald in the Western emblem charm . 

Many, many fond memories were recalled by Margaret, 
Western officers, and co-workers as they joked and reminisced 
about the last 30 years and talked of the challenges that are 
before all of us in the future . It was, indeed, MARGARET 
HALE DAY, a day of surprises for her and a day to be 
remembered by all of us. We want to take this opportunity 
to thank all of the Westerners throughout the world who 
responded so overwhelmingly to make this a day to be cher
ished by Margaret. We hope that she will be with us many 
more years .-Margari1e Eds1rom. (Photos by Henry Wise and 
Margarite Edstrom .) 

TWO N EW CREWS. Party V-4's Denver interpretation office 
is anxiously anticipating the addition of two more crews to the 
Rocky Mountain seismic scene. The Party V-4 office, headed 
by Party Chief Richard Ames and rounded out by Seismologist 
Robert (Bob) Williams and Clerk John McCleery, is eagerly 
awaiting the challenge that the additional crews represent. 
Stopping in frequently are Equipment Supervisor Tom Sergeant 
and Party Manager J Arvel Guess, who are making sure that 
all systems will be "go" when the crews ' ·lift off" soon. 

Richard Ames was busy this spring in other respects also 
as he tried to keep track of his sons and daughters. Richard, 
Jr., after serving four years in the United States Navy, has 
recently completed his final two years of studies at Colorado 
State University, where he graduated with a degree in business 
finance. Son Bill graduated from the University of San Diego, 
where he made the Dean's List for the past two years while 
majoring in physics. Not to be outdone by the men, daughter 
Jo Ellen was promoted in April to full Lieutenant in the Navy 
Nurse Corps. She will be stationed in the Pacific in the very 
near future. Congratulations and best wishes for continued 
success are due to the entire Ames family from all of their 
friends with Western. 

Bob Williams is also a proud father His third daughter 
was born on April 16, weighing 7 pounds 8 ounces. Says 
Bob, "She's a little doll, naturally! And she came at a con
venient time, 6 30 P.M . Sunday Oh , yes. We are going to call 
her Cynth ia Lynn." Best wishes to Bob and his wife and 
Cynthia Lynn. - John McCle ery 

COMMEN DATION ON SAFETY Party 95, Alaska, worked an 
entire winter season without a chargeable accident, according to 
Safety Supervisor Sean J Stadden. In writing of this , he added 
that this is an enviable accomp lishment, achieved only twice 
before in all of the years of operating up there. We join Sean 
in congratulating this North Slope crew 

A WOMEN'S VOLLEYBALL TEAM sponsored by Western won 
the Alaska State Volleyball Championship tournament held in 
Anchorage this past December Entered in the tournament 
were teams from Anchorage, Fairbanks, and other Alaskan 
towns. The team consisted primarily of secretaries working 
for Western's Alaska clients. Nancy Grandinetti (shown in 
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Nancy Grandinetti, geophysi ca l secretary for a molor oil company, 
shows off volleyball award hanging in Wes tern'• Anchorage office. 

the picture), geophysical secretary for a major oil company 
in Anchorage, proudly shows off the championship plaque 
now hanging in Western's Anchorage office reception room. 
In addition to Nancy , team members were Judy Abramson, 
Kathy Bartlett, Dyna Byod, Kay Hicks, Marsha Lancaster, 
Vicki Mercer, and Debbie Tyiatt. The team wore red and 
white jerseys with Western 's name embroidered on the back. 
Our congratulations to Nancy, Judy, Kathy, Dyna, Kay, 
Marsha, Vicki, and Debbie. Do it again next year!-H F 
Murphree. 

THAT TIME OF YEAR is here when most of us are starting to 
make plans for a summer vacation , and again Party V-2 is 
in one of the big vacation areas , Marianna, Florida, which 
makes it nice. 

Our newly-ma rried observer's wife, Luvene Konkel, served 
a big supper in their new apartment. Attending were Helpers 
Ronnie Nelson, Billy Roberts, and Larry Edge , Vibrator 
Operator Kerney Raley, Permit Agent George Muns, and, of 
course, husband Larry Konkel as Luvone said that somebody 
had to wash the dishes. The menu was baked chicken and 
dressing and all of the trimmings to make it an "old-time 
gathering" meal. 

George (Skip) Muns, who is proving to be a most capable 
permit agent, has joined Party V-2. He spent his past year 
serving in the United States Army in many parts of Europe 
and has brought with him some very interesting stories. Since 
joining us George bas also become a flying enthusiast and is in 
the process of becoming a pilot. 

Recently married and transferred from Party V-2 to Party 
V-9 was our junior observer, Richard Corey, and his wife 
Sheila. Replacing Richard is Louie Ward, who seems to be 
enjoying his new job.-Willard Ra chal. 
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PFAB DEATH It is with regret and sorrow that we report the 
passing of Ben H. Pfab , 55, on Thursday, July 13, in a hospital 
near Galyeston, Texas. He had been looking fine and feeling 
well but on Wednesday felt some chest pains and went to the 
hospital for a checkup. He had a small heart attack and then 
a massive one that ended his life the next morning. A rosary 
was held in Texas Saturday evening and was attended by all 
of the "o ld-timers" in the Galveston laboratory and shops and 
some from the Houston general office. Burial was in Peru , 
Illinois, beside his wife, who preceded him in death about I 0 
years ago. He is survived by a daughter, Mrs. Sandra J Akin, 
of Anderson, California, and a son, Richard L. (R ick), 17, who 
lived witl1 his father in Nassau Bay, Texas. From Illinois, Ben 
was hired as a radio technician for the Los Angeles laboratory 
March 29, 1954. When the new lab and shops faci lity opened 
in Galveston in 1969, he moved to Nassau Bay At the time of 
his death he was head of the radio department. On behalf of 
all Westerners, the WESTERN PROFILE extends sympathy to 
Sandra and Rick. Western shares their loss. 

' ON A BRIGHT, SUNNY DAY, in Bogota, Co lombia, Barbara 
Ann Smith, daughter of Supervisor V W (Vic) Smith and 
wife Gwen , became the bride of Robert D. (Bob) Watson . The 
small fami ly wedding took place on May 28 in the chapel of 
the Union Church. T he groom's parents, who are from H ous
ton where his father is a geophysicist for a major oil company, 
and his sister and brother-in-Jaw traveled to Bogota where 
Barbara's parents are now living. Barbara's brother Vic, Jr., 
was best man, and Bob 's sister Patti was Barbara 's attendant. 

After the wedding a breakfast was held for about 40 guests 
in the patio and garden of the Smiths' home. The couple then 
left for a three-day honeymoon in Acapulco before returning 
to H ouston. 

BARBARA !SMITH) WATSON 
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Barbara is working part-time for the summer, and Bob has 
a summer job with the optometry department of the University 
of H ouston- making video tapes and other visual aids for 
teach ing purposes. He is studying radio and television pro 
duction. They both plan to attend the University of Houston 
this fall, where Bob will graduate at mid-term and Barbara will 
start her second year of studies. Last year she attended North 
Texas State Univers ity in Denton. 

,y, 
CHANGES in the Houston instrumentation lab have b,een an 
nounced by President Booth B. Strange. Ben B. Thigpen fills 
the new position of manager -dig ital systems. He now has over
all responsib ility for field services, recording equipment devel
opment, and systems planning . 

Orval Brannan has returned to Houston and assumed the 
duties of manager-field services. For the past four years Orval 
worked as an instrument supervisor, first in Houston , then 
in the Far East, and more recently out of London. He and 
his wife Lynn have bought a new home in southwest Houston. 
They have two sons. 

THOMAS L. 
KING IV 

We would like to congratulate the new father in our de
partment, T echn ician Tom King. He is proud of a new baby 
boy , Thomas L. King IV, who was born on April 7, weighing 
6 pounds 7 ounces. 

We would also like to congratulate Nick Gebauer on re
ceiving his 5-Year Service Pin on April 17 Nick has been in 
this department for about a year He works on many of the 
instruments here in the lab and does some field serv ice 
traveling.-Georgia Jones 

W ESTERNERS in H ouston were shocked and saddened on April 
8 by the death of Lynelle Barksdale, wife of Party Chief 
Walter R. Barksdale. Lynelle suffered a cerebral hemorrhage 
after undergoing treatment for severe headaches for just over 
a week. Burial was in Brookhaven , Mississippi. 

Our deepest sympathies go to Walt and the children, Bill, 

45 



Ken, Wayne, Wendy, and Wade Lee. To those who know 
them , the admirable conduct of this family stands as ample 
testimony to Lynelle's outstanding qualities as a mother Their 
loss is great indeed. Those who knew her as a friend also feel 
a deep sense of loss, her ever warm and friendly manner and 
cheerful smile will be missed. Lynelle Barksdale was one of 
those people who make this world a better place, and 
Westerners scattered around the world share the grief of the 
Barksdale fami ly.;--lim Dees 

CELEBRATION In April fellow employees in the Houston 
administrative services section hosted a luncheon for Henry 
Wise to celebrate the presentation of his 5-Year Service Pin. 

In Houston Joe Rogers Cleft) pins the S-Year Award on Henry Wise. 

Henry was the first employee of this newly-formed department 
to receive such recognition, however, it is interesting to note 
that the person presenting him with the pin , Joe Rogers, 
supervisor of administrative services, followed Henry by only 
a matter of days in receiving such honor Henry was em
ployed by Western in April 1967 as a draftsman. After three 
years be transferred to the shipping section and worked his 
way up to co-ordinating and supervising the efforts of the 
shipping and receiving personnel , as well as being directly 
responsible for building maintenance under Joe's supervision. 
-Mike Kelley 

A BRIEF WAIT outside the restaurant was necessary before 
members of Party 21 could go in to start celebrating at their 
Safety Dinner Party members and wives began arriving at the 
appointed place only to discover a fire truck parked outside, 
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Abov.--Party 21 men receiving Safety Awards are, from the 
left: Lyle Johanson, permit agent; Tom Spears, su,veyor; Ray 
Smith, shooter; Roy Ireton, driller; Chester Cabrera, helper; 
Jerry England, suiveyor; Glen Wright, helper; Joe Thomas, 
permit agent; and Lowell Hull, drill supeivisor. Presenting 
the awards is Safety Engineer Chet Hal e. Not shown is 
Dick Rogers, shooter. Below-Party 21 First Aid class 
members are, from the left, back row: Lyle Johanson; Chet 
Hale, who taught the class; Roy Ireton; Eddie Diver, helper; 
Ray Smith; Fred Doebbler, assistant obseiver; Jeff Clifton, 
helper ; and Ernie Miller, helper; in the front row are 
wives Carol Ireton, Evelyn Hale, and Louise Johanson. 

red lights flashing and smoke billowing out of the restaurant. 
After several uncertain minutes it was announced that the 
dinner was still "on," and 51 Westerners and wives enjoyed a 
delicious steak dinner Safety Engineer Chet Hale was on hand 
to present Safety Awards to the 10 men earning them. 

The stork arrived a bit early bringing Shooter Ray Smith 
and wife Peggy a precious baby boy weighing in at 6 pounds 
14½ ounces. Ray Edward was born on April 22. The wives of 
Party 21 met at the home of Deila (Mrs. James 0.) Goodgame 
for a baby shower honoring Peggy Refreshments of cake and 
punch, as well as just visiting, were enjoyed by all. 

The love bug has bit us hard. Marr ied within a month were 
Helpers Albert Davis, Lonnie Taylor, Eddie Diver, and Jeff 
Clifton . 

Party 21 has the distinction of being the first field crew to 
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have completed a First Aid course held by our safety engineer, 
Chet Ha le. Graduating from the class were seven men and 
three wives. 

The young Westerners are busy, too . Brian Johanson, son 
of Permit Agent Lyle Johanson, is on the school golf team; 
his sister Betty and Beth Goodgame, daughter of Party Man
ager James 0. Goodgame, have been working hard for short
hand competition, Cindy Goodgame has just finished the 
season on the junior varsity volleyball team, and Bud Good
game is starting practice for Little League . And all are 
eagerly awaiting summ er vacation time. 

HAVING BEEN APPOI NTED reporter for the upcoming issue 
of the PROFILE and after much pleading, coaxing, cajoling, 
threatening, shedding of a few tears (NO ONE was impressed!), 
we have come up with nothing-and here it is, a choice selec
tion of the most exciting events that have occurred in and 
around the Calgary office of Western of Canada during the 
past few mont hs. 

Item-April 18 On arriving at the office we found a large 
pane of glass at the entrance broken, a hole in the wall, and 
the planter that contai ns our "prize" 5-foot phi lodendron 
demolished. Cause? The floor polisher "got away" from the 
janitor the night before . Obviously someone has been neglect
ing to eat his Wheat ies. 

Item-A nother "fun" event was finding that the large coffee 
urn had been left plugged in overnight-man, that was coffee! 
It took days to get the "flavor" out. 

Item- Our client Christmas party was an elegant affair, 
held at the Calgary Inn on December 20. About 98 couples 
enjoyed a delightful evening of dinner and dancing . 

Item-Our staff Christmas party was held at the home of 
Supervisor R. A. (Dick) Mercer Unfortunately, Dick was in 
Inuvik, Northwest Territories, Canada, supervising Party 34, 
and his wife Evelyn was working late- but we started the ball 
rolling, and the party was in full swing by the time our hostess 
arrived. Supervisor Jock Cou ll was also up north with one of 
his crews, but his lovely wife Helen enterta ined us with some 
Scottish ditties and dances, the latter with the assistance of 
some fancy footwork by Warner Loven . 

Item-T his reporter's 39th (sob) birthday was celebrated 
during afternoon coffee break with a cake. Dwayne Shaver, of 
accounting, was going to have them put 48 candles on the 
cake so that everyone would say how young we looked. He 
now has a bar of Ivory soap (Valentine's Day gift) with which 
to wash out his mouth. Observer Steve Novak refers to me 
as the Sexy Se,nior Citizen-he has the makings of a dirty old 
man, that Steve. Mike McCormic, instrument supervisor from 
the Houston lab, was on hand . He must thin k we "Canucks" 
are a bit balmy 

Item-At the latest meeting of the Geophysical Committee 
of the Canadian Petroleum Association, Western of Canada 
Vice President Warner Loven was elected vice chairman for 
1972-1973 He was secretary of the committee during the pre
vious year On Saturday, April 8, Warner traveled to Edmon
ton, Alberta, to participate in a panel discussion on "Must 
Forest Roads Damage the Environment?" He was representing 
the Canadian Petrole um Association in this discussion, which 
was part of the annual conference of the Canadian Institute 
of Foresters. Representatives from government and industry 
were on the panel. Although opinions varied between industry 
and governmen t as to the amount of damage caused by the 
construc tion of forest roads, one point everyone agreed on 
was that closer communication between industry's and govern
ment's field representat ives would solve most problems. 

FALL 1972 

Item-Party Manager Bill Cherniak and wife Connie are 
the proud parents of a son, Kirk William Cherniak, born on 
March 23, weighing 8 pounds 13 ounces . He joins sister Kerry, 
who is two years old.- Rena Betcher 

NEWS FROM ORAN The stork has really been busy delivering 
babies to several Westerners working in Algeria. Juan Bustos, 
surveyor on Party V-56, is the proud father of a baby boy 
Juan's wife Margarita had their baby in late October 1971 in 
Bogota, Colombia, but they are now residing in Alicante, 
Spain, where Juan goes on his breaks. Grenville (Scotty) Scott, 
Party 53's "Vibroseis"® mechanic, has also had an addition 
to his family His big, healthy, baby boy, Lee, is enjoying the 
sunshine of Algeria with his mother Jean. Scotty is a new hire 
from London. 

At the reception in Oran, Alge ria, foll owing the christe ning of 
Lisa O 'Hallor a n ar e, from the left: Ivy Blunden; Ma ry Ma rlett; 
the pro ud father, Helper Hugh O 'Ha llora n; Driller Car l Mar lett; 
the bab y's mother, Rose O' Hallo ra n; an d Party Chief Raju Checka . 

Upon his depar ture from Oran, Algeria, for Lima, Peru, 
Party 53's assistant party manager, Carlos Reijenstein, also 
became a proud father His wife Ana Maria had their baby, 
named Sandra Cristina, in their home country, Argentina, on 
March 27 Needless to say, Carlos was very anxious to cross 
the Atlantic. He now heads our new Party 48 in Peru. 

Helper H ugh O'Halloran and wife Rose became parents of 
their second child, Lisa, on January 7 Rose had their baby in 
Ire land. On Sunday, March 12, perhaps the most social event 
ever to take place at / mmeuble Charles de Foucauldt in Oran 
occurred as a result of Lisa's christening. She was christened 
at St. Paul's Catholic Church, held by the steady bands of her 
godparents, Driller Carl W (Smiley) Marlett and Billie (Mrs . 
C. Q.) Williams, who was standing in for Lisa's grandmother 
in Ireland. As witnesses she had all of the Westerners living in 
Oran. Immediately following the baptism, Mary (Mrs. Carl) 
Marlett and Ivy (Mrs. Leonard) Blunden held a well organized 
reception for the O'Hallorans. A beautiful buffet dinner was 
prepared, and the ent ire day was a tremendo us success. 
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Simon Guthrie, surveyor on Party V-54, departed for Quito, 
Ecuador, on March 10. Simon says that after looking at the 
veiled beauties of Arabic countries for two years, he will find 
the lovely senoritas in Ecuador a pleasant and long-awaited 
change. 

Westerners in Oran are now enjoying the spring sunshine 
and are preparing for long-awaited beach excursions and for 
a long, hot summer.-Gary Medrano. 

IN LONDON spring is here, and our thoughts are already turn
ing towards summer, with vacation planning and high hopes 
for plenty of sunshine; but in the meantime, while April 
showers fall heavily around us, the London office news. 

Since our last report there have been five Service Awards. 
Wayne Moseman received an award for 10 years of service; 
and Jan Snook, Derek Massey, Dennis Woodbury, and Les 
Mitchell received 5-Year Service Pins. 

Les, who is in charge of our cable shop, has even more to 
celebrate. He became a proud father for the second time on 
April 5, when a son, Darren, was born to wife Dorothy at the 
Ashford General Hospital. Darren is a brother to 2½-year-old 

WILLIAM FIELD 
ROSS, JR. 

Sean. William (Bill) Ross is also the proud father of a baby 
boy Bill's wife Liliana (Lili) had their baby, William Field 
Ross, Jr., on February 8. The new arrival weighed 8 pounds 
9 ounces. 

Vacations have already started this year with Party Chief 
Bill Scroggins and his family returning to the States for a few 
weeks and Supervisor Dave Johnston and his family making a 
very memorable safari trip to Africa. Their trip started at the 
Murchison Falls National Park and the Queen Elizabeth 
National Park in Uganda and continued through Rutshuru 
National Park in the Congo (the one place the family would 
not return to although it was very interesting). En route they 
went through the very beautiful Ruwenzori Mountains in 
Uganda to Nairobi, Kenya, and down to the Amboseli National 
Park , which is just north of Kilimanjaro. The next stop was 
Mombasa, Kenya, to soak up the plentiful sunshine. One inci
dent that amused everyone was seeing some lion cubs clamber
ing over parked cars. It seems that the cars were coated with 
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something that the cubs found very tasty; while clambering 
over the cars they were licking them clean and sliding off the 
back of one car onto the next. 

Rosemary Moxley, secretary to Vice President L. J Dunn, 
went to South Africa earlier this year She had a wonderful 
time and thoroughly enjoyed the equatorial sun, not to men
tion visits to many parts of South Africa renowned ' for their 
history and beauty 

The office move is rapidly approaching us . If we keep on 
schedule, it will be largely due to the inexhaustible energy of 
Willie Priester, who, apart from coping with his office duties, 
has been visiting the site almost daily to keep a close eye on 
the works. In his own inimitable way he has surmounted many 
problems with the local council, planning committees, builders, 
and so on. Without a doubt he must have lost many a night' s 
sleep and taken a year's supply of tranquilizers in six months. 
After the move a more comprehensive report will be written 
by those working in the new facility 

A very popular function here is the ladies' luncheon. All 
of the Western wives join together on the first Wednesday of 
the month at a small restaurant near the office known as La 
Cascata. The idea of such a monthly gathering came from 
Mrs. Thomas Sinclair and Mrs. L. J Dunn and was started in 
November of last year The ladies take turns at organizing 
this luncheon, which is very well attended and a most enjoy
able few hours. As with most Western offices there are many 
nationalities represented, and the ladies' luncheon is certainly 
no exception, which is probably one of the many reasons for 
its success. There are, of course, many Americans, but other 
countries represented are Canada, Holland, Germany, Den
mark, Nigeria, Spain, Ecuador, Bolivia, England , Portugal , 
France , Yugoslavia , Greece, Italy, and others. 

This year during his summer vacation Mike Dunn , son of 
Vice President L. J Dunn and wife Ellen, will be working in 
the administrative offices of the Excelsior Hotel near Heathrow 
Airport , a hotel well known to overseas visitors to our office. 
Mike is studying hotel management in college. 

A welcome addition to our staff, if only for a short while, 
is Doug Scarborough, former party manager of Party 74, and 
his new wife Ilse. They will probably make the most of their 
stay by visiting the abundance of places of interest in and 
around London.-Ros emary Moxley and Patsy Matthews. 

JUSTIFIABLY PROUD of their daughter Barbara are R. L. (Bob) 
Nicholls, manager of the marine transport division, and wife 
Catherine. Barbara was honored on April 28 by being inducted 
into Sigma Theta Tau, national honor society of nursing. At 
the induction ceremony Barbara , a nursing student at the 
University of Texas Medical Branch at Galveston, also re
ceived an award from the nursing society as the most outstand
ing junior student on the Galveston campus. 

STUDENT NURSE 
BARBARA NICHOLLS 



Explorer Scout Ken Sickles proudly display s the Law Enforcement 
Award he received from the Los Angeles Police Department. He is 
the son of Assistant Supervisor J. W <Jiml and Flora Sickles. 

Sigma Theta Tau is the only national scholarship society of 
nursing in the Un ited States, and its pin is the only sorority 
pin tha t may be worn on a nurse's uniform. Membership in the 
honor society is limited solely to those who, as Barbara did, 
demon~tr!lte superior scholastic achievement , professional 
leadership potential, and desirable personal qualifications. Since 
it was founded in 1922, Sigma Theta Tau has expanded its 
chapters all over the United States. Recognition of the achieve
ment of scholarship of superior qua lity, recognition of the 
development of leadership qualities, the fostering of high pro
fessional standards, the encouragement of creat ive work, and 
the strengthe ning of commitment on the part of individuals to 
the ideals and purposes of the profession of nursing are the 
stated purposes of Sigma Theta Tau. 

LAW ENFORCEMENT AWARD Ken Sickles, son of Assistant 
Supervisor J W (Jim) Sickles and wife Flora , was named Los 
Angeles Law Enforcement Explorer of the Year by the Los 
Angeles Police Department. An active Boy Scout and a leader 
for many years, 18-year-old Ken belongs to the Explorer Scout 
Post in Reseda sponsored by the L.A. P.D. 

As a part of the Explorer Scout Program, each such post 
has a police adviser who works with the Scouts. Each adviser 
recommends a boy-or girl-whose activities, scholarship, 
and character, as well as Scouting, he deems high enough to 
make that young person eligible for the award Ken received. 
A board of a captain and two division commanders selects the 
winner. Ken was presented the plaque award at a special dance. 

Near ly every little boy at some time says that he wants to be 
a policeman when he grows up. Ken still does. He graduated 
from high school this past June and will enter college in Sep
tember While pursuing a business administration course at 
California State University, Northridge, he will be a student 
worker with the L.A.P.D. Upon graduation from college, he 
plans to join the Los Angeles Police Department, which, inci
dentally, has an outstanding Police Academy This summer 
he worked in Alaska. 
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If this unbiased writer may make an observation, it is re
freshing to see a young man interested in law enforcement, in 
becoming a policeman rather than in calling them derogatory 
names. We know that other Westerners join us in being proud 
of Ken and in extending our congratulations to him-and to 
Jim and Fiora. 

COLLECTING HONORS are the sons and daughters of em
ployees of the data processing division in Houston. Gail Horns
by, daughter of Vice President Jim Horn sby and wife Jane, has 

Gail Hornsby stands beside her prize-winning artwork. She won 
the Hovfton Poft Portfolio Scholarship Award for her creativity. 
Gail is the daughte r of Vice Pre-sident Jim Hornsby and wife Jane. 

been very modest about her talent in art as she pursued this 
creative expression during her years in ju nior and senior high 
schoo l. Thus, she was truly elated at winning the Houston Post 
Portfolio Scholarship Award in the 22nd Annual Houston Post 
Spring Art Festiva l, which drew 2,424 entries from students in 
the 30-county area surrounding Houston. Her work was on 
exhibit at the Houston Museum of Fine Arts from April 22 
through May 14. 

This young artist says that her creative spirit is best ex
pressed when she is in a solemn mood. Renoir is one of her 
favorite artists , and Gail creates drawings and paintings rang
ing from somber reflections of a sad face to architecturally 
perfect renditions of houses and small buildings. 

Gail graduated from Westchester High School this spring 
and plans to attend the University of Colorado, where she will 
expand her area of interests and explore other possibilities be
fore making any decision about a career in art. 

Technical Co-ordina tor Joe Ross and wife Felicita are proud 
of their two sons. Paul Charles Ross has won top honors from 
the Junior Engineering and Technical Society In competition 
with 2,000 high school students from Texas, he was awarded 
first place in chemistry, third place in math, and third pla.ce in 
physics. Paul, a senior at Westchester High School, received 
awards in this all-state competit ion last year Joe Ross, Jr., a 
sophomore at the University of Texas, was recently selected 
for membership in Phi Lambda Upsilon, an honorary chemical 
society 

49 



so 

The 19-year-old son of Walter F and Sabina Ross, Stephen, 
recently enlisted in the United States Air Force and is presently 
stationed at Lackland Air Force Base, Texas, for basic training . 
Upon completion of basic , he will go to Keesler Ai r Force 
Base, Mississ ipp i, for technical training in the electronics field. 
Walter a retired Air Force senior master sergeant, works in 
the data processing documentation department. 

Ana lyst Pe te McClintock , Geophys ica l Anal yst Bob Russ, 
and Programmer Royce Sharp have recently returned to work 
in the H ouston office after comp let ing their tours in the Milan 
digital center .-Ti//ie Vacek 

AS W ITH MOST WESTERN CREWS, it is not always easy to 
keep up with Party V-2l's moves , and the past few months 
have been no exception. As 1972 arrived crew members, wives, 
and friends were din ing and dancing at the Waldemar in 
Evanston , Wyoming . In mid-January the men prepared their 
equ ipment for a move to Co lorado, aided by a chinook wind 
that blew the snow away Meanwh ile, Party V-2 1 's wives re
laxed and enjoyed a '·Bye for ow" coffee given by Caro l 
(Mrs. John) Krook and Thelma (Mrs. Don) Swint. On January 
24 we were at our new headquarters in Longmon t, Colorado, a 
warm, large, and exciting town The arrival of three huge 
vibrator trucks kept the men exceptionally busy 

Tn February the wives enjoyed a party given by Mary Lou 
(Mrs. R J.) Mowrey in Loveland, Colorado . February 22 
found us mov ing again, th is time in a Montana snowsto rm 
with the temperature reaching -25 ° F inally a chinook wind 
star ted the big snow thaw with huge ice blocks floating down 
the Yellowstone River New car tags on the equipment and 
personal cars read "Big Sky Country , Montana, I 972." We 
welcomed the arr ival of spring that seemed to dim any winter 
worries and give us the promise of a pleasant summer 

Party V-21 earned a Sa fety D inner , whic h was held on 
April 27 at the Derrick D ining Room in Glendive, Montana. 
No len Webb , supervisor in the Rocky Moun tain area, was on 
hand to congratulate the men and also to express ap preciation 
to the wives for the ir interest in the Safety Prog ram. Safety 
Supervisor Sean Stadden presen ted a summary of advantages 
of good safety practices . At the dinner Permit Agent John Hix 
received his 1971 award, and Observer John Krook received 
an award for his third accident-free year in a row Other party 
members who had received their 197 1 Safety Awards were: 
for one yea r, Vibrator Operator Harris Asay; for two years, 
Fie ld Cler k La Rell Brox and Party Manager Carl Sivage, fQr 
three years, Shooter Sta nley K opper, Jr, Cab le Operator 
Richard Roberts, and Surveyo r Ja mes Olson.-Evelyn Sivage 

Party V-21 members and guests celebrated at a Safety Dinner held 
in Montana. Shown here are some of those attending . The names 
are from the left. 1. Party Manager Carl Sivage, Evelyn Sivage, and 
Supervisor Nolen Webb . 2. Ruth Sanderson, Driller William San
derson, and Nolen Webb. 3. Mary Lou Mowrey , Safety Super
visor Sean Staddon, and Surveyor R. J. Mowrey. 4. Totsie Hix , 
Permit Agent John Hix , and Mary Lou Mowrey. 5. Karen Brox and 
Field Clerk LaRell Brox. 6. Observer John Kraok and wife Karen, 
Donna Olson, and Surveyor James Olson. 7. Vibrator Ope rator 
Ted Kaminsky, Shooter Stanley Kopper, and Helper Gordon Johnson. 
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At the E.A.E.G. meetin g a re Car l Savi! ( left) 
and Emil Matek er with wives Sa ndy and Lolita. 

A WESTERN EXHIBIT of the MAXIPULSE® system was a 
feature at the 34th annual meeting of the European Association 
of Exploration Geophysicists (E.A.E .G.) in Paris May 29 to 
June 2. 

The booth see photos held a display of a MAXIPULSE® 
"gun" assembly with labels iden tifying its main components . 
In the detonator unit there was a "Superseis"® can to illustrate 
how the can strikes the arming device (wheel). On the table 
were several "Superseis" (dummy) charges. Some dummy 
detonators were displayed in the little black box, and one can 
had a detonator installed as ready for MAXIPULSE use . 
Copies of a new MAXIPULSE brochure were laid out for 
distribution, as were copies of a paper authored by Senior Vice 
President Carl H . Savit. Carl attended the E.A .E.G meet ing 
and spoke briefly, bringing greetings from the Society of Ex
ploration Geophysicists of which he is president. The paper 
displayed was t itled "Explos ives Return to Marine Seismic 
Surveying" and was presen ted to the Second Offshore Tech
nology Conference at H ouston in April 1970: On the wall of 
the booth, to the left of the gun, was a MAX IPULSE seismic 
section processed with var ious colors as a function of seismic 
properties . 

Also disp layed was Western's award from the Industrial 
Research Council in 1969 for MAXIPULSE development. On 
the wall to the right was another MAXI PU LSE record section. 
An illustration of the natu re of MAXI PU LSE seismic energy 
and on the techn ique of computer processing of MAXIPULSE 
seismic data was on the adjoining wall. A book containing 
some reduced MAX IPULSE record sections of various off
shore areas in the European reg ion and MAXI PULSE match 
folders for distribution were on the table. D amir Skerl , of the 
Milan digita l cente r, shown in this photo , gave an excellent 
explanation of the data processing techniques for MAXI
PULSE data. Supervisor Wi lliam B. Fazakerly, London , was 
responsible for setting up the booth, which was des igned in 
Houston. 

On the third day of the meeting D r. Emil J (Buck) Mateker, 
Jr., vice president -research and development, delivered a 
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Top, Above- These pho tos show the E.A.E.G. booth described at lef t. 

paper, co-authored by Stephen M. Simpson, consultant to 
Western , entitled "Debubbling MAX IPULSE ® Seismograms." 

In addition to those mentioned above, other Westerners 
attending the meeting were: from Houston , Lolita (Mrs. Emil 
J .) Mateker , Dr Chengsheng Wu (senior research geophysicist) 
and wife Judy , and Sandy (Mrs. Carl H.) Savit and daughter 
Judi, from London, Vice Pres ident Leo J Dunn and wife 
Ellen, Supervisor James P Denniston and wife Erline, Mana
ger Thomas D. Sinclair and wife Bette , and Supervisor William 
B. Fazakerly and wife Louise; and from Milan, Dr Paolo 
Cella, managing director of Western Ricer:che Geofisiche, and 
W H. (Bill) Young and wife Dee and Damir Skerl , of the 
Milan digital center. 

GRADUATI O N was the magical word during May and Jun e for 
young people in many Westerners' homes. These students have 
reached milestones in the ir lives, leaving high schools and 
colleges and going on to new and varied experiences . Here are 
the stories of those who responded to our request, sent to all 
offices and parties , for "brag sheets" on their graduates. 

Two sons graduating from college within a week is what 
Interpreter Richard F (Dick) Ames is boasting about these 
days. Luckily, because of the Memorial Day weekend, he was 
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able to attend both. Richard F Rich Ames, Jr ., was grad
uated June 2 from Colorado State University at Fort Collins 
with a business major At the university his business interest 
was reflected by his membership in the American Production 
and Inventory Control Society 

Rich, after spend ing two years at the universi ty, was work
ing to build up a financial reserve when his plans to cont inue 
his education were interrupted by a call from the military He 
spent four years in the navy, stat ioned in Honolulu and Turkey 
After his discharge he returned to Colorado State to finish his 
educat ion . He is now employed by a business firm as a pro
duction control management trainee. 

Rich's brother , Wi liam G Bi I) Ames, was graduated 
May 28 from the University of San Diego College for Men at 
Alcala Park, San Di'ego, California , with a bachelor of science 
degree and a major in physics . His list of honors include the 
Dean's List with second honors for four semesters and "Who's 
Who Among Students in American Un iversities and Colleges." 
T n the summer of 1971 he did research at the university on the 
lifetime of the helium ion under a National Science Founda
tion grant. His outside interests while in college included being 
guitarist for Gu itar Masses and other spec ial occasions and 
intramural footba ll. 

During the summer Bill did research on the San Diego Bay 
under another National Science Foundation grant. T his fall he 
began graduate studies at the University of Ca lifornia at San 
Diego in the aerospace and mechanical engineering science 
program . 

After attending 28 schools in eight states , Kenneth ( Ken 
Baird was graduated May 23 from Sharpstown High School in 
Houston. Ken is the son of Janet and Jim Baird, geophysical 
analyst with the Houston data processing division. Besides 
work ing part-time during school and full-time during summer 
vacations for the past year and a half , Ken found time to 
part icipate in school activ ities. He was a member of Mu Alpha 
Theta, honorary math society , and the Bowling Club and was 
a French horn player in the marching band and the concert 
band. Now at the University of Houston, Ken is planning a 
major in either ma th or science . 

Her first year in a Stateside high school was graduation year 
for Cynthia Ann (Cyndy) Davis, daughter of Floyd (Pogen) 
and Gwen Davis . Pogen was transferred in the summer of 
197 I from Oran, Alger ia, to Galveston, where he has a par ts 
department in the cable shop of Western's Galveston facility 
Cyndy graduated from Clear Creek High Schoo l in League 
City, Texas, on May 23, making her schoo l's honor roll in the 
last two grade periods. She has received some recognition as 
an artist , having displayed work in two exhibitions , and she 
also did an illustration for Window Panes the creative writ ing 
class' annual publication. A major project in art was a life-size 
model of "Loweezy ," the funny paper wife of "Snuffy Smith ," 
out of papie r-mache. 

Cyndy spent part of her high school years at Marymount 
Internationa l Schoo l in Rome, Italy There she was a member 
of the Sports Club and the Science Club. At Clear Cree k she 
was a member of the Guitar C lub. One of her favorite ac
tivities has been playing the guita r and singing for school and 
church affairs, especially when she was in Rome. She once 
played and sang at a party given at the home of the Philippine 
Ambassador in Rome! Another love is animals, and she did 
volunteer work while in Rome cleaning kennels and grooming 
stray dogs . "There is proof positive it was true love," her 
family says. "You shou ld have seen her when she finished a 
day's work!" 

Du ring the summer Cyndy taught art classes to children 
from 4 to 13 years of age and took private lessons herself, and 
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between times she was busy baby-sitting. She entered Oklahoma 
University at Norman this fall, where she is majoring in art, 
with a probable minor in French. 

James J (Jim) Guess was graduated from Northglenn 
Senior High School in Northglenn (a suburb of Denver), Col
orado, on May 19 Jim is the son of Arve l and Jean Guess. 
Arvel became party manager of Party V-21 , relocating just 
after his son graduated, and he felt fortunate to be able to stay 
in Denver until Jim comp leted his secondary schooling. 

Jim was awarded a scholarship to the New Mexico Insti
tute of Mining and Technology in Socorro, New Mexico, where 
he is now majoring in mining and metallurgy While in high 
school he was a member of the Future Teachers of America 
and served as treasurer in his junior year He was also act ive 
outside of school as a member of the Civil Air Patrol, the 
National Association of Rocketry, and the Northglenn Model 
Rocketeers, of which he was treasurer for three years . This 
summer Jim traveled to Wyoming , where his parents were 
with Party V-21, and to Canada. 

For Janice Robinson graduation day was May 31, and the 
school was Westchester Senior High in Houston . She is the 
youngest daughter of James E. (Jim) and Lee Robinson. Jim 
is administrator-co ntracts and billing in Houston. While in 
high school Janice was busy as a member of the Nationa l 
Society of Thesbians, the Office Education Association, and 
Tri Theta , senior girls' club. She traveled for two months in 
1971 around the East Coast with "Up With People." 

With all of her other activities Janice has found time to 
work part-t ime during school for an orthodontist, and she 
worked full-time during the summer This fall finds her attend
ing Texas Tech University at Lubbock, where she is majoring 
in public relations. 

Several honors accompanied the June 15 graduation of 
Kenneth J (Ken) Sickles from El Camino Real Hi gh School 
in Woodland Hills, California. Ken , the son of Assistant Su
pervisor J W (Jim) Sickles and wife Flora, received the Silver 
Seal Award for scholastic achievement, a Law Enforceme nt 
Scholarship from the Encino (California) Rotary Club , and 
was selected as the Law Enforcement Explorer Scout of the 
Year by the Los Angeles Police Department. 

Ken's interest in law enforcement has led him to become 
post captain of his Law Enforcement Explorer Scout Post, but 
he has not excluded other activities. He was a member of his 
school's varsity track team and lettered in that sport for two 
years, as well as being chosen for the Most Improved Award 
in cross country track. He was also a member of the Letter
man Club and the Ecology Club. 

Obviously not one to be idle, Ken worked for the summer 
in Alaska. He entered California State University in North 
ridge this fall, where he is majoring in business administration, 
and is a student worker with the Los Angeles Police Depart
ment. He plans to join the L.A .P.D. after he completes his 
college educat ion. 

Marymount Int ernationa l School in Rome, Italy, was the 
location for the graduatio n of Susan (Susie) Wiliams on 
June 3 Susie is the daughter of Supervisor C. Q. (Quin) and 
Billie Williams, who are now living in Oran, Algeria. 

Susie spent her jun ior year of high school traveling with 
"Up With People." While she was going to school in Rome , 
she was a member of the Drama Club and was a cheerleader 
for Notre Dame International High School. (Marymount is 
the girls' school in Rome, and Notre Dame is the boys' school.) 
Susie has chosen the University of Arizona in Tucson for her 
advanced education and is majoring in speech pathology 

Congratulations to these and all other young Westerners 
who have graduated this year! 
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'THIS IS OUR LIFE.' Many Western office workers may not 
know what the "dood lebug trail" means. It is, of course, mov
ing about with a crew, which to some may seem a horrible 
life but which to others is full of challenge and unusual ex
periences and feelings. The latter view is well expressed by a 
Western wife and mother who has traveled this trail for 25 
years, Gwen (Mrs. Floyd) Davis. She reminisces as follows. 

"Our interests and activities over the years have been as 
varied as the countries in which we have lived. Since PT.A. 
and Sunday School days have ended for us, we haven't been 
prominent in any organized activity There have been so many 
things , so much to learn, that somehow we have never gotten 
around to being 'joiners.' 

"Thinking back, _there was my infatuation with driftwood 
in Canada, shells and tea bark in Australia, Roman antiquities 
in Italy and Tunisia, and always the non-ending study of these 
places that we called home. The growing and the preparation 
of native foods is a fascinating study for me. Becoming ac
quainted with a language is usually done via the cookbook 
long before lessons in its) grammar begin. From lasagne (o 
couscous to creole-which brings us to Texas. 

"There is always much sewing to do; I hardly classify it as 
a hobby My real love is gardening. There may not always be 
a garden spot; sometimes it is pots hanging on the balcony or 
pots on the patio; but there must always be some dirt for me 
to dig in. Much of my time is spent reading. I like to include the 
books that the kids Floyd, Jr., and Cyndy) do in school to 
narrow our generation gap so to speak. You can't beat a good 
book discussion with your youngsters to keep up with the way 
they think. Floyd is a nut about the Civil War period and reads 
extensively on that subject. 

"We stay busy , but not busy-busy, for we like a relaxed 
home atmosphere. I am reminded of what Butch Floyd , Jr.) 
told his wife-to-be when he was explaining his nomad family to 
her He told her that his mom was studying Yoga and ESP 
long before it was the 'thing to do.' I think maybe that's what 
working for Western does-doors of opportunity open sooner 
and wider than in most occupat ions. Sometimes when I look 
at our two grown children, who have done very little of their 
schooling in the States, I think of a childhood acqua intance 
who said to me that F loyd and I had certainly lived an inter
esting life but that it would not have been possible if we had 
had a family She didn't know that we had had our family!" 

This Western wife has obviously done part of her doodle
bugging abroad, but we have heard similar sentiments ex
pressed by those who have followed the trail only in the States 
and find things of interest , beauty, and fascination in this great 
country of ours . We salute all of these Westerners for their 
marvelous spirit. 

Senior Vice President Carl 
Savit gives the Society of 
Exploration Geophysicists 
presidential address at the 
annual meeting of the Amer
ican Association of Petro
leum Geologists, which wa s 
held In Denver, Colorado, In 
April. The title of his pres
entation was "Paleogeol
ogy In the 21st Century." 

SUMMERTIME and the living is easy" is how the song goes! 
We do not think , however, that George Gershwin ever worked 
for Western as things are popping and busy as usual in the 
Houston general office. 

We would like to welcome severa l new employees to our 
staff Linda Vierling is secretary to Senior Vice President Neal 
Cramer, and Cynthia Lindlof is secretary to Supervisors Zane 
Baker and Joe Saltamach ia. George Cavazos, a new employee 
in our shipping and receiving department, is the brother of 
Reynoldo (Ray) Cavazos, who works in the foreign shipping 
department, and the twin brother of Maria Cavazos, who 
works in the purchasing department. How is that for making 
a whole family Westerners? They do not have any more 
brothers or sisters, or we know we would want to hire them! 
Another new employee, Marie Brooks, literally goes in circles 
all day long. Marie is our new mail clerk, and between her and 
Senior Mail Clerk Cosme Flores our baskets are kept brim
ming over with mail. 

Did you know that Houston has a "Westpark Fire Brigade"? 
Safety Engineer Chet Hale has appointed Joe Rogers as fire 
marshal, and his-assistants are Henry Wise and Perry Blissett. 
Members of the brigade are Dave Shave, Richard Tristan, 
Mike Kelley, Larry Brooks , Lawrence Dibb , Carl Scott , and 
Charles Eubanks. Aux iliary members are Beryl Miller , Georgia 
Jones, Jon Crafts, Calvin Carroll, Helen Tomc zak, Allen 
Nettles, and Kath y Beck. We certainly hope that we never 
have to use this brigade, but it is good to know that it is there 
and well-trained to lead us to safety in the event of any 
disaster 

We were glad to become acquainted with Donald Philips, 
party chief for Party 140 in Brazil, when he spent a few days 
in the Houston office before he went down to Brazil. We were 
also very glad to meet his wife, Aurineide, and their darl ing 
baby, Dona ld Freitas Philips. 

We hope that many of you all over the Uni ted States and 
throughout the world will make plans to come see us in the 
Houston general office during your vacations!-Margarite 
Edstrom. 

DEPARTURES AND ARRIVALS have characterized the last few 
months at the Houston digita l center Richard Holmer, geo
physical analyst, was transferred to the Milan digital center in 
Italy a short time ago ; and Paul Vamvakias went to Party 78 
in February after spending several months in our playback 
department. Field Clerk John McCammon joined Party 52 in 
Mississippi in March. Allen Nettles is now in cha rge of the 
playback section since Carl (Scotty) Scott transferred to the 
laboratory 

We welcome the Benny Quintana family to Houston after 
their two years in Australia. Benny is now a geophysical an
alyst at the digital center here. Geophysical Analyst Terry 
Fleniken has also returned to the States after spending two 
years in Australia and is also in our digital center 

Severa l new employees have joined our department. They 
are Draftsmen Eddie Albritton and Penn Witha m, Playback 
Technici ans Alfred Armstrong and Mike Montgomer y, Tech
nicians James Arkadie and Norman Baxter, Computer Opera
tors Dexter Frick and Rene St. Pierre, Junior Tape Librarians 
Thomas Ilic and Phillip Taylor , and Keypunch Operator 
Sharon Stephens . 

Congratu lations to the two newlyweds in our department. 
Computer Operator Tommy Benson and Susan Bayley were 
married on April 15 Tommy works in the tape library Ken 
Colwell and Elaine Lise Hosey were united in marriage on 
April 21 at the Memorial Drive Presbyterian Church. Ken is 
a reproduct ion techn ician in the print room .-June Latimer 
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38 YEARS 
Crosby Russell T 

36 YEARS 
•:Mollere, John C. 
Strange, Booth B. 

35 YEARS 
Adams, John A. 

31 YEARS 
Shoup, George J 

30 YEA RS 
Hale, Margare t E. 
Wardell, Richard H. 

29 YEARS 
Buschmihle, Joe E. 

28 YEARS 
Maroney Thomas P 

27 YEARS 
Sullivan, Roscoe L. 

26 YEARS 
Bernhardt, Don A. 

*Brooks, William T 
Whitt, Rayburn H. 

25 YEA RS 
Maines, John J 

24 YEARS 
Browder Wa lter C. 
Dingman, M. Howard 
Hanson, Ernest E. 

•Lamme rt , John F 
Mart in, Charles E . 
Rosser, Bill A. 
Will iams, C. Q. 

23 YEARS 
Anderson, Clarence N 
David, Vernon B. 
Nichol ls, Charles W 

•Sebastian, Charles F., Jr 

22 YEARS 
* Brick, Larry 
Richard , Carl R. 
Schull er Jerome A. 

FALL 1972 

THEY SERVE 
Service Anni versaries April, May Jun e 

21 YEARS 
* Bates, Grant P 
Dees, James A. 

* Kopper Stanley 
* Larrabee, Harry C. 
Loven, J Warner 

20 YEARS 
Boyd, Vi ctor C. 
Denniston , James P 
Ross, William F 

19 YEAR S 
* Baird, James K. 

Brown, Will iam R. 
Clingan, John Edward 

* Johnston, David 
*Letou rneau, Delor A. 
McClure , Roy J 
Ne lson, W illi am C. 

*Semeliss, Herman A . 
*Templer, Eual L. 
*\X'est, Arnold W 

18 YEARS 
* Brannon, W G 

Clapsadd le, D arrell 
Lane, W illie G 

*Tobi n, Char les J 

17 YEARS 
*David, \Xfilliam E. 
•Larson, Cecil M. 
Rubino , Corrado 

16 YEARS 
*Gregory, E. D. 
* Henry James L. 

Linford, Russell J 
Litchenberg , Jack B. 
Livesey John 

*Milligan, Dave 

14 YEARS 
*Car lisle, Melvin W 
Ireton , Roy R. 
Marton, Robert J 

*Reeves, W ill iam H . 
Swint, Donal Dean 
Wa lz, William J 

*Wi lson, George L. 

13 YEARS 
Banzi, Gino 

*Goudy Bill R. 
Sherman, Robert P 

*Taylor, Franklin D . 

12 YEARS 
*Leonard, Fred 0 
Zowie, Richard L. 

11 YE ARS 
Blue, Dona ld M. 
Dowdy Lawrence 

'''Dowst, Emery E. 
Merten. Fred A. 

''Shoup , G M. 
Vorpagel, George A. 

10 YEARS 
Fontana. Rienzo 
Kubik , James J 
i\lalagutti. i\lario 
Moseman , Wayne A . 

9 YEA RS 
Croci, Mariange la 

* Jones , Jerry D. 
Palacino, Gaetano 
Pivant i, Carlo 

'' Russ, Robert S. 
*Wall, Charl es L. 

8 YEARS 
Bowling, James H. 
Chambers, Ronald E. 

*Dunwoody , Kenneth 
*Green, Jack 
*Leavitt, Keith A. 
Leleaux , Richard A. 
Powell , G W B. 
Sutcliffe, Donald 

7 YEARS 
Bivin, David D. 

* Broussard . Milton J 
*Clark, E. Woody III 
*Cole, Patr ick J 
Di Francesco, Riccardo 
Foster, Colin J 
Goodma n, David W 
Hebberd , Harry C. 
Kirkpatri ck, R. B. 

*Kolozs, Boyd 
*Lloyd , Guy 
MacRae. Hilt on 
Malin, Steve 

*Mootry James W 
Pag ram, Gail 

'''Posten, S. C. 
Richards, Alan 

''Small , Kenneth L. 
Sutherland, John H. 

6 YEARS 
* Arndt , David E. 
*Bing ham, Ronald D. 
Bishop, Steve D. 

*Chu n, Joong Hee 
Cree l, Norman J 

*Cross, Mar ie 
Dorse)' Richard W 
Ganno n, Richard W 

* Had ford , Jeff J 
Hall, Cooper E. 
Hearon, V P 

'''Kimble. David L. 
Lonsdale, Geoffrey F 
Renzetti, Mario 
Sallee, James E. 
Sanchez-Flores , Erwin 

* Scheffler Arthur 0 
Schulstad, John L. 
Will iams, Robert K. 

5 YEARS 
Atkins , Valerie 
Bishop. Edward J 
Curd , Jesse 

*Delorme , Lyall 
Durham , David P 
Edwards , Anthon) ' J 
Eubanks, T W., Jr 
Fish, Richard S. 
Gebauer, Klaus 

*Hines, Donald L. 
Hood, Gerald G 

* Jakobs . Dietma r 
Kudrna. Antonin J 

*Lind, Harr)' W 
*Lindon. Elsie 
Massey Derek L. 
McLean, Andrew 
i\litchell , Leslie 

* Munday Shir ley 
*◊'Halloran, Eugene 
Partin, Harold 0. 
Rachal. Willard G 
Risbud , Indu 
Rogers , Joe E. 

*Sannerud . Marcus B. 
Simmons, Louis S. 
Smith, Ian 
Snyder Dona ld C. 
Swaroop , Brahman 

*Wi lliams. Ronald D 
Wise, Henr y 

4 YEARS 
Arvanit opoulos, A. M. 
Bahia, Bakhshish S. 
Bickham, Ronnie A. 
Blair Clar e A . 
Boone, William E. 
Camero n. Norma n M. 

*Chatoor, Wi nston J 
*Davis, James W 
Dunst all, Bryan A. 
East, Keith T 
Evans. John T 
Fleniken. R. Ter ry 
French, James B., III 

*Ha ndel , Arthur E. 
Harris , Adrian R . 

*Heitkamp, Clifford H. 
Hix, John 0 

"Isgrigg, Richard 0 
lvanitz, John M . 
Jones, Daniel R . 
Jordan , Harold M . 
Kingshott, David J 
Landers , Haro ld L. 
Meitzen. Art hur L. 
Meyer Loetta F 
Moxley Rosemary 
Norris, John A. 

Parker . i\larion L. 
Peacock. Gerald \ '(/ 
Price. Ronald W 
Reed, Johnie L. 

"'Reilly Edward C. 
*Russell, Anth ony 
Stringer Jewe l H. 
Swearingin , John T 
Tatum. James L. 
Wi ley, Jackie W 

i•Wri.i:ht, Victor 
Zaal, Jan 

3 YEARS 
Baker, Chr istopher G 
Berna l, George A. 

* Bo)'ko, Michae l 
Bradberry, John H. 
Brettell , Murray W 
Broder ick, Bruce 
Brown. Kelvin J 
Brox, LaRell E. 
Bruckshaw Donald W 
Cardenas, i\lichael A. 
Chegwin, Robert A. 

* Crossland. i\laurice 
*Davis , Keith V 
Edmonds. Roger D. 
Erik. Wendelin 

'''F inch, John F 
Gamboa , Gustavo 
George. Peter R. 
Gonzales, Henry B. 
Ha ll . Peter R. 
Henderson, Kenneth E. 
Hofer Dani el L. 
James, Gary 
Jones , Georgia 
Kosclskel' Caro lyn N 
Lee. David Kwee Leong 
Lee, Evelyn Yuit Mei 

i•i\larshall. Carolyn 
Mason, Deryk 
Mellott. Phil 
Meyer Perci' W 
Moser Dan 
Price , Evan 

*Rochat , Donald 
*Rosser Richard A. 
* Rudo lph, Fred 
Russell. John R. 
Scherling, Michael D. 
Shaw. Bernard L. 

*Sheffer John B. 
*Skelton. Lind a K. 
'''Spangler. Allen R. 
*Stevenson. Clyde L. 
Stringer. Barbara S. 
Tan, Alice Siok Leng 
Trebotich, Steve 
\'(/atson, Donald G 

*William s. C. Leonard 
Woodard , Will iam 

2 YEARS 
A)'res, Michael B. 
Brummerhop, Linda S. 
Caldeira , Jose 
Cavazos, Dom ingo V 
Cavazos, Reynaldo 
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Cont inued f rom page 55 

Choha n , Philip 
Chua, Kim Siang 
Coleman, Thomas, J r 
Compto n, Roy E. 
Cr.aig, Gus G ., Jr 
Curlee, Ro bert M. 
Daw learn, Antho ny W 
Delgadillo, Edga r 

31 YEARS 
*Dav is, Floyd E. 
*Sivage , Car l B. 

30 YEARS 
Ho lder Homer C. 
Pu tnam, Nuel L. 

28 YEARS 
Bucki ngham, Wa lter T 

27 YEARS 
Sickles , James W 
T aylor, J M . 

*Yo ung, W illiam H. 

26 YEARS 
*Dunga n , W ilton B. 

Fe rrari , Neo M. 
M urph ree, H arol d F 

25 YEARS 
de Jong, Aart 
Holzma n, Mark 
Roge rs, Richard 

24 YEARS 
Calle dare, William C. 

* Floyd, Emi t t E. 
* Hoyt , Leonard M . 

Ross, Josep h C. 
Savi t , Car l H. 

*We bb , Nolen A . 
W inborn , Stephe n A . 

23 YEARS 
Cramer Neal P 
T aylor, Dalto n 

22 YEARS 
*Rob inson , Jack N 
*Sinclair Thomas D. 
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D obson , Raymond 
Drachenberg . Wi lliam R. 
Evans , i\f. W 
Ewi ng, Ronald J 
Ferna ndez . I srael N 
Goodloe. Kent J 
Green, David E. 
Holman, Jimm ie F 

Jensen. Robert A. 
Ki ng . William F. , Jr 

~•Krochak . Dave 
Lat t imer. Brian V 
Lille r W illiam R. 
l\la n ison. Ronald 
i\li keska. Floyd A. 
i\li ll<.>n, Robert C. 

i\lohammed , Bin H ash im 
Moun tain. Peter 
Mu se, Larry 
Patrick, Jerry D . 
Ram irez, Richard R. 
Samuels , Josep h G 
Ste ik, Stanley R. 
Stone , Phill ip M . 

THEY SERVE 
Se rvice Ann ive rsaries July Au gust, Sep tem ber 

2 1 YEARS 
* Kami nsky, Russell A. 

Kawabe , Euge ne 
Quin tana . Benn y 
Rob inson, James E. 

* Sidoroff Len 
*Williams , Calvin C. 

20 YEARS 
Baker Za ne H. 
But ler Hu ey H . 

* Goff Bru nn er E. 
Morga n , Dona ld D . 

19 YEARS 
Coker Roger M. 

* Jones , G lenn S. 
Ne is, James V 

*Squires, James R. 

18 YEA RS 
Cra ne, Fra ncis J 

*Goodgame, James 0 . 
Jakubows k i, Geo rge 
Ne ilson , Louis G 
Schueler , Paul A. 
Scott , Carl W 
Sout hw ick, H illma n 
tom D ieck, D etmar F 

17 YEARS 
Biggs , Pau l G 

* Hansbroug h , Charl es C. 
* H earn , H arvey A. 
*Holt, D ewey 
*Porter, Ar thu r B. 

Smith, Chester D . 

16 YEARS 
Barksda le, Wal ter R. 

*C herni ak , Wi lliam J 
*G ool iaff Nic k 
*H ammo nd, Jessie W 

li ber ty, Will iam D . 
*Mantini , Carm ine 

15 YEARS 
Ber toni, Ferruccio 

Bezzi , Francesco 
Bucare lli. Ant on ino 
Canali , Er cole 
Casati , Ernesto 
Cella. Paolo 
Ch iari. Albert o 
Delle Vedove, Bru no 
Del i\Ion te, Gui do 
Forla ni. Gior g io 
Ga rgano. Fu lvio 
Macchia. Edoardo 
i\fargola. An gelo 
i\lonzia ni. Lu isa 
Perro ne . Vincenzo 
Piaz za, Div ina 
Renzet t i. Fio re 
Rossi. Robe rto 
T assi , Roma no 
True ch i. Sergio 
Zambelli, Goff redo 
Z azzetta, Lu ig i 

14 YEARS 
*Be nn ett , Th omas 
*Reale, Gi ova nni 
Swanso n, Larry L. 

*Wa rren, T homas A. 

13 YEARS 
Round tree, Claud E . 
Tosc hlog, Thomas A. 

12 YEARS 
*D av is, Al 

11 YEARS 
Cooner, Ronni e R. 

*Hu meric kh ouse , James A . 
*Salvaggio, F ranees 

Sfer rell a. D ante 
Stevens, Gen e M. 
Weid ner, Melvi n I. 

*Wi lli s, D iane 

10 YEARS 
Arg uelles, Mor r is 

* Batt a ya, Alfr ed F 
G ilmo re , Truman R. 
Rains, Willi am M. 
Rushi ng , Crawford J 

*Stegal l, J ames D. 
Sumra ll , James S. 

9 YEARS 
Barbour , J imm ie H . 
Bellar James H . 

*Bonds. Col in 
Knapp. Ralp h S. 
Lacaze . i\lalcolm E 
Lerch. Donald L. 
i\lo rga n, Felix H . 
Robinson , William P 

8 YEARS 
Anderson , Rufus 0 . 
Balzrette, Joe W 
Clark , Richard E. 

*D av is, Joe L. 
~' Foster, Frank G 
"Friese n, Jacob 
H all, James G 
Holt , Sam L. 

* Johns on , Enrot h 
Jones, Robe rt J 
Kerry, Sybil A. 

• Mawdesley Horace 
McCo rmic, Richard M . 

* Mi lne, Craigwood 
Na tol ini , Silva no 
Ne is, Ga rry A. 
Rutherfor d , D erek 

7 YEARS 
Cicog nan i, G iuse ppe 
D allas, To ny G 
Flanaga n, P eter E. 

*Geisz ler , D onald A . 
H enn ingsga rd , Roge r 
H oogevee n , Joh n 

* J effrey Stanl ey R. 
McCo rm ic, Ga ry P 
Mi lle r, Ell iott E . 
Mi rabella, Filippo 
Pagram , Keith S. 
Row land , Richard 
Schmidt , Kenn eth 
Shammas, Victor 
Smith, Jeff D . 

6 YEARS 
*Beard, Linda 

Tanoto, Steven 
Thompso n, Joel P 
Tobi ng, Fr idolin A . M. 
Tomcza k, H elen 
Vagt , Volker 

• Interrupted Se rvice 

Bel I, James, Jr 
Bennett , John W 
Brannan , Orv al F 
Brown, Bill L. 
Bruno , Rocco 
Colaz illi, Ter ig io 
Cooper . Ca rl L. 

*Denholm , Henry J 
Edel , Joh n J 

'''Ethridge , Charles W 
'''Gleeson, Ray 
Kostan ic, John S. 

*Lund , Rodn ey 
J\laln ory Rober t J 
~larzo l i, Eliseo 
McD onald, Barry 
Millso n , Ga rry 
Mira nda, An tho ny F 
Rai thatha , Kan ti 
Riley H ugh L. 

*Schawalde r , Wa lter 
Venturini . Claudio 

*Wooley Fred \'</ 

5 YEARS 
All ain, Alfr ed J 
Bailey Da vid P 

*Bra un , John 
Ca in , Jame s Larry 
Ferguso n, Gl en 
Flowers, Arch ie M . 

*Gi pson , Robe rt G. 
Jo nes, Joe 
Q uin n, P atric k J 
T hompso n, O rvill e G 
W ilt sh ire, Mar tin 

4 YEARS 
Avila , Ca rlos 
Bagnell, Lynn e C. 
Berry Jo hn 
Bijou, Josep h 
Brogde n, James G. 
Brook s, Fran kie L. 
Brooks, Larry D . 
Byrd , Louie M. 
Ca ndel a, Charl es N 
Checka , Venka taraju 
Cr afts, Jon M. 

*Dub as, P eter S. 
* Fu ller Richa rd 
H arada, Charles Y 
Harr is, G illi an 
H erreth, Sue E. 
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Con1inued from opposite page 

•Hilse. Reinhard 
H,tchcock, Neill P 
Horn, Kenneth E. 

• Jones, Ceci I N 
LeCompte, Walter H. 
Miller, Beryl E. 
Mitchell, Stewa r t W 
Mong. Steven Yio Patt 
Moree, Robert F G 
Noble, David P 
Potaczek, Edwige A. 
Ross, Walter F 
Sharp, James R. 
Stokstad, Joha n Q. 

•Stroud , David R. 
Tan, Jit Fook 
Westfall , Marvin W 
Wills, Joe B. 

3 YEARS 
Anders, Willie 
Bauer Walter S. 
Baynham, Frederick E . 

•Bergsrud, Dar yel W 
Bergsrud , Wesley A. 
Blick, Stephen W 
Boyer Charles E. 

,:, Bray David 
Butt, Michael F 
Cosby Milford l\l. 
Decaire, Marlyn 
Dotson, Samuel i\l. 
Downs, June 
Earley Charles D. 
Eckhart, John D. 
Edstrom. Margarite L. 
Ejoh, Peter N 
Elsden, Mark 
Evans , Dwight 
Gallagher David J 
Ga rrett, Richard D . 
Godkin , Robert G 
Gonzales, Lopez H. 
Govan, Henry Lee 
Grabow, William R. 
Guice, Linden L. 
Hale , Chester L. 

* Hare, Bruce L. 
H arper George E. 
Harris , William I 
Hoecker Mi lton S. 
H su, I. Chi 
Hubert, Julie L. 

• Hu dson, Edwa rd L. 
• Jana , Sandy L. 

Jeffrey Samuel E. 

Joh nson, Margie E. 
Karim. Picha,::any A . 
Magee , Carmita 
i\!Jrtin. Reginald H. 
Mason. Robert J 
i\lcColgin. Patricia 
McCray. James E. 
l\lcWilliams, William E. 
i\li lz. Dieter H. 
i\lor r is. Robert G 
Musick. Charles M. 

• Pack, Thomas C. 
Pearson, Glenn ys 
Pfin,::sten. John R. 
Phua. Kioh Say 
Pomier James A. 
Quinn , W ill iam J 
Resta. James R. 
Reyno lds, Bennie D. 

* Sandema n . David 
Sande rson . William H . 
Sasseen. Robert D 
Schweizer Trudi D 
Scott, Gary L. 
Sebastian. Eleanor 
Sharpe, David J 
Slevi nski. Michael T 
Snow Mildred A. 
Stephe n s, Bever! y J 

WESTERN 

MARIANNE CLARKE, Editor 

Summer, Norris 
Sweet. l\lary A. 
Tonn, Gean 
Underwood, George E. 
Whittin,:ham, Peter R. 
Winton, John Y 
Zirk le, Arthur B. 

2 YEARS 
Abdi Jama, Ali 
Alex and er, Jesse 
Armour, James H. 
Beykovsky George 
Black. Darnell 
Cam pbell. John H . 
Cou lthard. Maxwell S. 
Cra\\'ford. Charles C. 
Dibb. Lawren ce J 
Ell iott. To mm ie E. 
Erickson. John T 
Garcia. Ben 
Georgiou. J C. 
Gilbert. Wil liam A. 

'''G rieve D on 
G r ijalv'a. Vicente 
Harr ison. Ronnie L. 
Harrison. Royce W 
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Hayes. LaNett Marie 
Henkes , J H end r ik 
Jarnagin , William 
Jeffr ies, i\like 
Jensen, 0 H. 

' ' Jones. J Cyril 
Killen , William C. 
Lagos, Cesar 
Maxfield, Sylvia R . 
i\!cCearley, Paul D. 
i\lcDonald, Michael D . 
Neben. Stanley E. 
O'D onnell , Rober t E . 
Ossa. Antonio 
Romero, Ceci l ia 

'''Salikin, Ja cob 
Saxton. James H. 
Saxton. Richard E. 
Scanlan. Daniel E. 
Severson. Jon E. 
Sinclair James . Jr 
Spenceley Thomas W 
Sutherland . Byron C. 
Tu cker , Carl G 
Ward. Louie E. 
\Xfisecup, Robert D. 

• Interrupted Ser vice 
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