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OU ARE ALL Aw ARE of the great advance
men ts that have been made in the art of 

seismic exploration d u ring rece nt years. You 
are a lso aware of the dramatic changes and 
sustained growth in Weste rn's research and 
development, data processing, and opera
tions. To keep pace with this growth our 
Safety Department, which is so essential to 
the well-being of our people and to the Com
pany, has taken on new dimensions. 

At this time we are redesigning our Safety 
Award System. We are streamlining our 
safety program relating to all phases of our 
operations. A new Marine Safety Manual has 
been published and will be followed in a 
few weeks with our new Field Safety Manual. 
There will soon be a safety article with each 
publication of the PROFILE: Look for it. We are 
implementing a monthly Western safety 
poster based on ideas and information sub
mitted by our men in the field. 

A very capable, aggressive safety engi
neer, Chester Hale, has been added to our 
Houston staff. If you have not already met 
him, you will soon! Behind his big smile you 
will find the positive attitude that we share 
toward safety. 

Unfortunately , safety cannot be dictated. 
Our safety enginee r cannot "order" you to 
be safe. You cannot be forced to accept an 
attitude you do not really want. We shall 

continue to encourage, teach, impart knowl
edge, and accustom your attitudes to the pre
cepts of safety. The rest is up to you. 

You have already shown an outstanding 
ability to maintain safe attitudes and prac
tices. We have just received a check in the 
amount of $47,190.00 that is a return pre
mium for the 1968-69 year. This is a percent
age of the premium we pay for workman's 
compensation insurance that was not used 
because the frequency and severity of our 
accidents during this period were low. 

We are proud of this accomplishment. You 
are to be sincerely complimented. The return 
premium is not, however, the most important 
consideration. It is the pain and suffering 
that did not have to be endured; it is the loss 
of time that did not occur; it is "THE ACCI
DENT THAT DID NOT HAPPEN" for which 
w e are proud. 

As Wes tern grows and our performance 
throughout the Company improves, let us 
match this with the same excellence in 
safet y . 

Captain James Cook and his Endeavour found the 
shores of Australia 200 years before Western 
opened its newest data processing center near 
th e spot where he first landed, in what is now 
Sydney. For the celebration of its bi-centenary, 
the Aus tralians had this replica made of Captain 
Cook's Endeavour. Here it is shown against the 
background of modern Sydney, with its Harbor 
Bridge at the right and its Opera House at the 
left of the sai ls. Compare thi s origina l Endeavour 
with the Western Endeavour on page 7. - Photo 
courtesy of Australian Con solidated Press Limited . 
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ASHORT DISTA NCE from the spot where Captain James 
Cook first landed on the shores of Australia 200 

years ago Western Geophysical Company commenced op
erations in its new data process ing center on February 20 
in Sydney, Australia . If Captain Cook and his courageous 
explorers could come back today and relive thei r landing, 
what a contrast they would find. 

Instead of the lonely and hostile shore, they wou ld find 
the largest metropolitan center in Australia, Sydney, also 
a leader in technical and cultural advancement. The geo
physical prospecting boom in this part of the world and 

Contributors 
Story 

Benny Quintona 
Judy Flanders 
Helen Mitchell 
V. W. Smith 
Jan Ruff 
Marie Steil 

Photos 
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V. W . Smith 
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This modern, brick building in 
St . Leonards, Australia, house s 
Western 's new Sydney data pro
cessing ce nter and its Austra
lian fi eld operations division . 
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the demand for processi ng large volumes of data brought 
Western to Sydney to offer the industry the se rvice of its 
adva nced technology and ex perienced personnel. Wcstern 's 
Sydney center is o ne of the most modern in Australi a. 

Western chose for its center a new modern, br ick four
story building in St. Leona rds, a suburb five miles north 
of Sydney, on one of the boundary streets o[ a n industr ial 
and home area . Wi th the selection of th e building, Hillman 
Southwick , playback instrument supervisor, and Robert 
J . ( Bob) Malnory, computer operations manage r, a rrived 
in November from the United States to supervise the re
modeling and rebuilding - with an eye to the future -
of the structu re to fit their Company's needs . 

T he IBM 360/ 44 computer and playback equipment , 
the " heart" of the center , after traveling many thousands 
of miles by chartered aircraft , landed at Mascot Airport 
February 3. Within a few days after eve rything was care
fully checked and the " bugs" were out, we we re in opera
tion. In the meantime, ex perienced key perso nnel had been 
arriving from Houston and from Shrevepor t, Louisiana, to 
help with the insta ll ation of equipment , as well as to be 
here to start our operation. 

Westerners new and old were pleased with their building 
when it was completed. All rooms are completely ca rpeted 
and air condit ioned , and there is enough space for expan
sion. The guests at our Open House on March 21 found 
that the first floor (below st reet level and not shown in 
picture) has the parking lot and also houses the power 
converter. (The current had to be converted from 50 to 
60 cycles to serve the comp:.i ter. ) 

On the second floor , or street level, are offices for the 
center manager, rece ptionist, keypunch operators, a nalysts 
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Above - After traveling thousands of miles by air, the computer 
and playback equipment hove arrived in Sydney, and airlines per
sonnel are beginning lo unload it on lo the huge scissor lift 
while inte rested Westerners watch from the ground. Left - On e of 
the happiest lo see the equipment arrive for Wes tern 's new data 
processing ce nte r is Al Parr, manager of the playback department. 

Having proceeded from the airport lo the building, computer room 
equipment is being hoisted into a bock window of the third floor . 

WESTERN PROFILE 

and setup, velocity analyst, programming, and playback 
opera tion a nd a conference room. T he building is divided 
by a sun gard en into two wings. T he left one houses the 
Australian field opera tions division , a nd all of the data 
processing equipment and personnel a re in the right wing. 

Located on the third floor are the electronic lab, the 
machine room manager's office, the tape li brary, and the 
computer room. The fourth floor has the drafti ng and re
production departments and the spacious quarters of the 
interpretat ion depa rtment. 

Westerne rs in Australia held Open House Morch 21 al Company's 
new facility in Sydney. Right - Gwen (Mrs. V. W. ) Smith (right) , 
wife of th e resident supervisor of Australia , chats with guests. 
Below-Something amuses Joe D. Shivers (center! , manager of the 
Sydney cen ter, as he and a guest talk to J. M. Ho rnsby (right) , 
Western vice president-data processing, visiting from Houston. 

Left - In specting e quipment being uncroted are Robert J . !Bob) 
Malnory (kneeling I, computer operations manager, and Joe D. 
Shivers , manager of Sydney data processing center. Above- Longer 
arms or machines closer together might help Playback Manager Al 
Parr as he installs and checks out his department's equipment! 

The Australi a n center offers all of Western 's latest and 
most sophist icated programs with an IBM 360/ 44 com
pu ter, the digital playback office that includes an a nalog
to-digital convers ion unit , an interpretation sta ff, compu
ter programming and hardware support , an electronic lab , 
drafting and reproduction, and field operations ma nage
ment personnel. 

lf you wi ll join us on a tr ip through our center, we shall 
ta ke you through the front door where you will meet our 
charming receptionist, Jan Ruff. She directs us to the fro nt 
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The "candid camera" caught these 
Westerners in the new data processing 
center in Sydney, Australia: 1 . Play
back Instrument Supervisor Hillman 
Southwick (from the lefl) , Center Man
ager Joe 0 . Shivers, and Computer 
Operations Manager Robert J. (Bob) 
Malnory. 2. Jan Ruff, secretary to Joe 
Shivers. 3 . Computer Operator Peter 
Warren and Senior Programmer Don 
Snyder. 4. Analyst W . R. !Walt) 
Barksdale. 5. John Bishop, one of 
Walt 's assistants . 6 . Keypunch Opera
tors Ann Simpson (standing I and Cla
rissa Brown. 7 . Analysts Benny Quin
tana (seated I and Soule M. Mellette . 
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office of Joe D. Shivers, the manager o r the center. Then 
as we walk on down the hall , we pass th e conference room 
and the temporary office of the man who, ass isted by Bob 
Malnory, directed and supervi sed the constru cti on , Hill
man ( Bubba) Southwick. We feel that at thi s point con
gratulations a re in order to Bubba for the outstanding job 
th at he has done. 

As we proceed clown the hall , we come to th e keypunch 
room and meet the two operators, C lar issa Brown a nd 
Ann Simpson. lt is here where a ll of the commands to the 
computer are punched on ca rds. The next office is that of 
the veloc ity a nal ys t, Ben Quintana , who a lso "quality con
trols" the data as it is being processed . Across th e hall is 
Senior Progra mmer Do n Snyder a nd the programming de
partment. It is Don's duty to maintain , update, and repair 
all of the programs. 

At the end of th e hall is the office of Analyst W. R. 
(Walt ) Barksda le and hi s assistants, Terry Fleniken, John 
Bishop , Ron H aley, and George Hennessy. It is interes ting 
to note that John has worked in all of Western's present 
centers - Sydney, H ouston, Ri o de J a neiro, London, and 
Milan. Jn anoth er oflice in this area a re Analys t Soule Mel
lette and his assistant , Jim Russell. As we back track up the 
hall and turn left , we come to the accounting department 
and Marie Stei l. Marie has returned to her native Australi a 
after many yea rs in Westc rn 's Los Ange les office. 

The next stop down thi s hall is the playback department 
and its manager, Al Pa rr . Al a nd Pl ayback T echn ic ians 
Paul Maso n, Lenn art Carlsson (from Sweden) , and An
drew Andrew opera te a nd mai nt a in all of th e pl ayback 

SUMM ER 1970 

Left-Playback Technician Paul Ma
son is operating the storage scope 
and A/ D converter in the Sydney 
data processing center. Below -
Paul watches Instrument Supervisor 
A. K. Shirley check the oscilloscope. 

equipment , which includes A/ D converter , FASO ampli
fiers , section plotter, automatic developer, and a three
drum analog-to-digital converter. 

Now we go to the thi rd floor. The tape library is here ; 
and Tape Librarian Paul Smith a nd his ass istants, Malcolm 
Curthoys and Warwick Jackson, are already looki ng for 
ex pansion room . The IBM 360/ 44 is also located on this 
fl oor. From his office next door, Computer Operations 
Manager Bob Malnory can ass ist Computer Operators 
Larry Lofq ui st, John Ciske, Nei l Palmer, Victor Yalka, 
Bruce Porter, and P eter Warren. To Bob went th e job of 
obtain ing and tra ining compute r operators , and pl ans now 
arc to operate eventually on a 24-hour-a-day bas is. 

Al so on the third fl oor will be the electronic lab, which, 
when fini shed, wi ll be operated by Instrument Supervi sor 

s 
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Right - As the first interpreter on the 
scene, Porty Chief Hugh McCain was 
delegated to acquire needed furniture 
for the interpretation department. Be
low - Draftsman Lee Tunney has been 
a Sydney Westerner for over two years. 

O rva l Brannan. T he lab wi ll be able to offer technica l and 
hardware support not only to the center bu t also to the 
field operat ions. 

T he fourth, or top, floor has the drafting department, 
which is ru n by Senior D raftsma n W. H. (Bi ll ) Barksdale 
and D raftsmen Angelo Andrew and Ian Morris. Bi ll , too, 
had to hurry to tra in personnel to meet the already heavy 
demand for final drafted sections. T he draft ing group also 
ru ns the reprod uction department. The rest of the fou rth 
floor wi ll be uti lized by the in terpretation staff. Si nce oper
ations have just begun at this writing, however, the only 
interpreter here is Hugh McCain; and to him fell the job 
of acquir ing needed furni ture for that department. 

T he Sydney data processing center personnel are very 
proud of their new center and of offeri ng the services of 
ski lled personnel seasoned not only in data processing but 
by years of practica l experience on both land and mari ne 
crews. We now direct you to the authors and personnel in 
the left wing of Western 's new faci lity in Sydney, those of 
the Australian fie ld operat ions division, and information 
about our coun try. 

Besides the opening of a new data process ing center in 
Sydney; another Western event "down under" in 1970 was 
the com missioni ng of the M / V Western Endeavour, the 
first a ll-Australi an seismic exploration ship, which had 
been launched on October 28, 1969, at Maryborough , 
Q ueensland, Australia. 

Designed and bui lt in Austra li a, it is one of the most 
modern ocea n exploration ships in the world. Also, it .is 
believed to be the fi rst com mercial vessel spec ifica ll y de
signed and built to be guided by a completely self-co n-

WESTE RN PRO FI LE 

tained navigation system, specifically, WINSrn. The ship is 
equipped with air-conditioned quarters for its comple
ment of 27 Australians, including technicians, navigators , 
and crew. The vessel is 127 feet in length, displaces 400 
tons, and is powered by twin 500-horsepower D iesel en
gines. 

The Western Endeavour is in the capable and exper
ienced hands of Captain J. 0. Boothby and is attached to 
Party 81, whose Party Manager is Boyd Kolozs. T his 
party is now operating on the west coast of Australia. 

This Western vessel was appropriately named Western 
Endeavour as Australia is celebrating its bi-centenary of 
Captain Cook's discovery of this country in his vessel, the 
Endeavour. Captain Cook's sailing sh ip Endeavour, 370 
tons and manned with a crew of 84, would certainly differ 
from the Endeavour launched last year by Western with 
its intricate navigation and seismic equipmen t on board. 

Cook set out from Plymouth Sound in July 1768; and 
on Apr il 28, 1770, dawn fo und his Endeavour oppos ite 
an extensive bay, which we know as Botany Bay. He was 

The " f in ished product." Left - The 
previous issue of th e Pro f i le hod 
p ictures of the launch ing of the 
W estern Endeavour in Australia . 
Here she is - completed , tested, 
comm ission ed, and working-pride 
of Wes te rn 's fl ee t. Above left -
She is equ ipped to meet many dif
fe re nt navigational requirements a s 
these d ua l Sharan antennas, high 
frequen cy antenna, and radar re
fl ector show. Above - Seen in thi s 
up-to-dote whee lhouse ore , among 
other th ings, radar, gyro-repeater, 
forward scanning sonar, and VHF 
radio- p lus pretty scenery outside . 

7 
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The " f in ished product." Left - The 
previous issue of th e Pro f i le hod 
p ictures of the launch ing of the 
W estern Endeavour in Australia . 
Here she is - completed , tested, 
comm ission ed, and working-pride 
of Wes te rn 's fl ee t. Above left -
She is equ ipped to meet many dif
fe re nt navigational requirements a s 
these d ua l Sharan antennas, high 
frequen cy antenna, and radar re
fl ector show. Above - Seen in thi s 
up-to-dote whee lhouse ore , among 
other th ings, radar, gyro-repeater, 
forward scanning sonar, and VHF 
radio- p lus pretty scenery outside . 

7 



welcomed by rather hostile nat ives who were not at all 
pleased about his trying to land on their shores. After 
replenishing water supplies, Cook spent until May 6, 1770, 
sailing inside this bay and then set out for the voyage back 
to England. 

After Cook's return to England, Arthur Phillip was sent 
in 1778 with 11 ships and 1,000 convicts to found a settle
ment; and on January 26, 1788, the British flag was un
furled at Port Jackson. This colony was intended to ac-

This view of part of the re~ording room of the Western Endeavour 
shows SOS system, electronic camera, and cable-depth indicators. 

\ 

Proud of the new Weste rn Endeavour are 
these Westernen (from the left) : Eng i
neer Hugh Adams, Marine Sup e rvi sor Arch
ie Flowers, Captain John Boothby, Party 
Manager Boyd Kolo:r:s, Co-ordinato r J im 
Goodin , and Relief Captain John Hozack. 

commodate England's surplus of convicted criminals. 
There was no food except for what had been brought out 
by the ships, and the only shelter was that which the con
victs built with primitive equipment and supplies. 

For 25 years the infant colony struggled on, but it grew 
only slowly. During this time the problem of how to feed 
the convicts and their guardians remained a serious one, 
for supplies of local produce were always uncertain. Syd
ney gradually became more self-sufficient, and it became 
possible for men to explore the rest of this vast continent 
to find more fertile land for cultivating. 

(Today, the greater part of the state of New South 
Wales comprises large sheep and wheat farms and dairy 
and other agricultural farming along the eastern coast. 
This state alone embraces one-tenth of the total area of 
Australia, covering 309,433 square miles, and has a popu
lation of 4,34 7 ,000 persons.) 

From another part of the recording room of the Western Endeavour 
Trainee V. Vagt lleftl and Digital Equipment Engineer Guy Han
cock show fathometers, MR 101, and part of the SSB transceiver. 

This, the Garrison Church, was the second church built in Austra 
lia, co mpleted in 1878. The Gothic-style church is located in Ar
gyle Place, within a 5-minute walk of the Sydney Harbor Bridge . 

As more free settlers arrived in the then infa nt colony, 
Sydney began to change almost out of recognition. Where 
no streets, in the true sense of the word , had existed but 
only straggling paths, crooked, muddy, full of ruts and 
stumps, thoroughfares that still exist today were built. 

Australia was discovered only 200 years ago this year 
and is virtua lly a very young country. If Cook were to land 
on the shores of Sydney today, he would find a vast differ
ence to the rugged bush land that he sighted 200 years 
ago. The Sydney of today has a population of two and a 
half million people, all of mixed nationalities and back
grounds, living in this huge, sprawling, turbulent city, full 
of bustle and zestful materialism. This capital of New 
South Wales is centered on a beautiful, superb yacht
studded harbor, which is spanned by our famous Sydney 
Harbor Bridge, and is well known for its surfing beaches. 

Automobiles here are smaller than American cars and 
traffic laws somewhat different, but everyone seems to be 
gettting accustomed to driving on the left-hand side with 
right-hand side steering and yielding to the right at all 
intersections. Busses, trains, and ferry are popular forms 
of transportation. The usual parking and traffic problems 
exist as much as with any growing city, but there are not 
at present many parking meters on city streets. 

The beaches are a popular attraction, and on any sunny 
weekend you can find hundreds of bikini-clad girls surfing 
and taking pleasure in the outdoors. There are many types 
of sports that are enjoyed all year around, such as tennis, 
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golf, horse-racing, soccer, cricket, footba ll (footy! ) ; and 
every Saturday and Sunday the harbor is covered with 
hundreds of yachts. 

Although typically Australian, Sydney is more cosmo
politan than the other six state capital cities of Australia. 
Melbourne, capital of Victoria, is almost as big and heavily 
industralized as Sydney; but life there tends to be more 
leisurely and more cultivated. The Summer Olympic 
Games were held in Melbourne in 1956. Perth (Western 
Australia) is less insular and is a fri endl y and quite beauti
ful c ity of half a million people. It has more sunshine than 
the other capital citi es, especially Hobart (Tasmania , the 
" island state" ) , which is cold - a little like a provincial 
English town. 

A distance of a city block can take you from the main 
shoppi ng center of Adelaide (South Australia) with its 
new office towers to a quiet square of gun-trees and wide 

Above - Although the city's ultramodern Opera House appears to 
be blocking the passageway beneath the Sydney Harbor Bridge, it 
is actually at the left base of the great span. Below - This is the 
view of St. Leonards, Sydney suburb, that Westerners see from the 
roof of Weslern 's new facility "down under, " opened in February. 
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The Australian War Memorial in Canberra is an exa mple of many 
impress ive bu ildings in the nation ' s capital. Along the walls of 
th is Memorial are written the names of all of the service.men of the 
country who died during , or as a result of, World Wars I and II. 

foo tpaths. Adela ide used to be known as the city of 
churches, which gives you some indication of its character , 
and is probably the quietest and most restra ined of the 
mainland metropolises. D arwin is the capital of the North
ern Territory, which is not actu ally classed as a state of 
Australia but comes under the administra tion of the De
partment of T erritor ies. D arwin has a tropical climate and 
is the headquarters for our crews operating in no rthern 
waters. In Brisbane (Queensland) , on the northeast coast, 
because of the subtropical climate, most of the homes are 
built on stilts. Life in this city is informal because of the 
steamy heat. 

Canberra, the capital of all Australi a, is in direct con
trast to Brisbane. It is the most uncharac teristic of the 
capital cities, being spacious, tree- lined, la id out in the 
design of Burley-Griffin's fo rmal hexagons and crescents, 
and adorned by impress ive public buildings, including 
numerous embassies, each of which depicts its own national 
characteris tics. 

Although a young country, Australia has come a long 
way from the days when it was a dependent colony, bound 
polit ically and economically to England. T he first break 
from England came in 1856 when self-government was 
granted to three of the six states. It was not until 1901 that 
Australia as a whole became politicall y independent of 
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England ; in this year it became a federation . By World 
War I Australia was ready to accept her responsibilities 
as a nation. It now has advanced to the stage where it ' is 
one of the leading countries of the world, be ing rich in 
essential primary resources - wheat, wool, meat , veg
etables, mineral s, and oil. Austra lia's present boom in oi l 
has increased Western's scope of operations around the 
vast and virtually unexplored coast. In the earl ier pa rt of 
this yea r we had as many as four crews work ing this area. 

Operations in Australia are supervised by V. W. (V ic) 
Sm ith, who is aided and abetted by his loyal fe ll ow work
ers! The expansion of operations has led to a large increase 
in office staff. The accounts department is headed by Glen 
Ferguson , whose secreta ry is Helen Mitchell. Glen is also 

Old "terrace houses," such as the row of them in Paddington sub
urb above and the individual one below, are the current "in " thing 
in Sydney and command high rents . They date back lo the 1 840's . 

Superv isor V. W. (Viel Smith is caught in a rather rare pose -
rare be cause keeping the Australian operations running smoothly 
has Vic trave ling lo Australian crews, and thus he cannot always 
be fo und in his new office in the Sydney facility . Center Manage r 
Joe Shivers literally caught Vic between trips for this picture ! 

assisted by Jill Musgrove. A recent member to our staff is 
our te lephoni st, Trisha Warton. Vic's secretary is Judy 
Flanders, and Jim H all and Baden Powell ass ist him in 
keeping the operations running smoothly. 

Keeping the Australi an operations running smoothly is 
no mean trick when one considers that the areas that have 
been covered by Austra li an crews stretch from Indo nesia 
to New Zealand wa ters. Put another way, Austra li an
di rected operations have extended from the equator to 
45° south lat itude, and about 108° east to 180 ° east long
itude - quite a chunk out of our pl anet! Austra li a's coast
line is longer than the di stance from Sydney to Los Angeles, 
and there are only a very few miles of this coas tline that 
have not been surveyed by a Western crew at one time or 
another. 

Another interesting statistic is the fac t that Singa pore, 
Western's Far East headquarters , is just about the same 
distance from D arwin as Sydney from Darwin. C. W. 
(Chic ) Nicholls, Western's Fa r East manager of opera
tions, maintains close contact with the Australian opera
tions headq uar ters by telephone, telex, and jet. Without 
these modern communication and transportation mea ns, 
operations in such a fa r-flung area would be difficult indeed. 

There is no lack of variety: from the stea ming tropics of 
Indonesia and the Territory of Papua New Guinea to the 
"Roaring Forties" of Tasmania, 20-foot tides along Aus
tralia's northwest coast to the 20-foot seas of the Great 
Australian Bight , and the spectacular Great Ba rrier R eef of 
Australia's northeast coast to the majestic coastal , glacier
covered mountains of N ew Zealand 's South Island with its 
fjords - you name it, we have it. 

This wide range of conditions that generate their special 
operational problems do, however, make the life and the 
work interesting and challenging. 
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Above - Aiding Supervisor V. W. (Viel Smith 
in the Australian operations office in Sydney 
are Assistant Party Manager Jim Hall and Vic's 
secretary, Judy Flanders. Below - Also help
ing Vic are Accountant Glen Ferguson and his 
secretary, Helen Mitchell. As he manage.d to 
be elsewhere on "picture. days," Baden Powell, 
Vic' s personnel assistant, is not shown here. 
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About Geodesy 

D URING T HE THIRD CENTURY B. c. a favor ite top ic of 
discussion was the size and shape of the earth on 

which man dwelt and carried on his daily act ivities. Some 
considered it flat. Among the better thinkers of the age the 
spherical shape was accepted, but there was di sagreement 
as to its size. 

At high noon one day a Greek named Eratosthenes 
looked down a well a t Syene (Aswan), Egy pt, a nd noted 
that sunlight ex tended to the bottom of the well. Being an 
astronomer, he knew that this was the longest day o [ the 
year, when the sun reached its farthest point north of the 
equator. If sunlight extended to the bottom of the well, it 
must be overhead. T his was further verified by noting th at 
vertical objects cast no shadows. This , he knew, never 
happened at Alexandri a, 500 miles north of Syene. He 
measured the length of shadows there and by a simple 
computation found that the su n never got closer than 7 1/2 ° 
to the point overhead. Eratosthenes reasoned correctly 
that the difference was the result of curvature of the earth. 
If 500 miles distance produced a 7 1/2 ° change in the 
direction of the sun and if 71/2 ° is 1;4 8 of a circle, the dis
tance completely around the earth must be 48 times 500 
miles , or 24,000 miles. 

As fa r as we know, Eratosthenes was the fi rst geodes ist. 
What is geodesy? The science dealing with measurement of 
the size and shape of the earth and determination of geo
graphical positions on its surface by taking account of the 
earth's size and shape - its " figure." Eratosthenes was 
not only a geodesist, but a remarkably good one. His value 
for the circumference of the earth was too small by less 
than 4 % - much better than the value of 18 ,000 miles 
determined a century later by Posidonious. Not until 1669 
- nearly 2 ,000 years later - was a better figure of the 
earth determined, by Jean Picard. 

During the last two centuries a number of determina
tions of the size and shape of the earth have been made. 
We have learned that the earth is not quite as round as a 
perfect ball. I t is fl attened a little at the poles, giving it a 
slight bulge at the equator. Because of this and the rotation 
of the earth, a 180-pound man weighs abou t one pound 
more at the north or south pole than he does at the equa
tor. At the pole he is about 13 miles closer to the center 
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of the earth, but we have lea rned recently that the north 
pole is about 50 feet closer than the south pole ( the "pcar
shaped" ear th) . We have also learned that the equator is 
a li ttle flat , too, being about 1,000 feet nea rer the ear th 's 
center o ff the wes t coast of South America than in Africa. 

Most troublesome, however. has been the d iscove ry that 
the ea rth even when measured at sea level is rea lly rather 
a lum py ball, be ing hi gh in some areas and low in others. 
This means that in many places the surface is tilted a little , 
the amount of ti lt varying from place to place . Unfortu
nately, a surveyo r's level wi ll parallel this tilted surface, 
and a plumb bob wi ll be perpendicu lar to it . Thu s, this 
ti lted , lumpy surface has been the reference fo r all sur
veying measurements on the earth . The amount of tilt is 
therefore di ffic ult to determine. 

Surveyors consider the earth 's surface to be fl at if the 
area in the survey covers on ly a few square miles . Over 
greater distances the ea rth is considered to be an "ellipsoid 
of revolution" - the fl attened sphere men tioned above. 
The trouble is that different va lues fo r size and shape are 
used in different areas. The situ ation is further complicated 
by the fact th at every major area of the ea rth has its own 
starting point fo r surveys. In the United States that point 
is a pl ace in north central Kansas known as "Meades 
Ranch." 

At each starting point, call ed a "geodetic datum," 
co-ordinates are established independentl y by the best 
means ava ilable. The position of the refere nce marker on 
Meades R anch is given as 39° 13' 26.686" north latitude 
and 98 ° 32' 30.506" west longitude. The precision to which 
these co-ordinates are stated might lead one to believe that 
the distance of the Meades R anch marker from the equator 
is known to an accuracy of about one inch and its distance 
from Greenwich , England, to an accuracy of about 34 of 
an inch. Meades R anch , however, not the equator or 
Greenwich, is the origin of survey measurements in North 
America , and other positions are determined rela tive to 
this origin. 

This is all well and good, but what happens when a 
survey net is continued outward from the or igin until it. 
encounters another net started from a different origin? 
Determination of the difference of slope of the ea rth's sur-
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face at the two origins may not have been possible, and 
the surveys may have been made on the basis of different 
determinations of the figure of the earth. The result is that 
positions at the junctions of survey nets do not agree. 
Somet imes the discrepancy is measured in miles. Imper
fect ions in the su rvey measurements, sometimes carri ed 
over grea t distances , add to the diffe rence. 

Boundary disputes have arisen because of such discrep
ancies. Often, however, the junctions of surveys have oc
curred in water areas between land masses. T his posed no 
very grea t problem so long as the wa ter area was regarded 
merely as a barrier. When nations became interested in 
natura l resources benea th the ocea ns, however, conflicts 
rel ating to boundaries we nt to sea with the vessels sea rch
ing fo r potenti al resources. Uncerta inties rela te not only 
to natio nal boundaries but also to limits of lease areas and 
location of drilling rigs. Imagine the problem of determin
ing the position of a well by measurement of distance from 
th ree shore transmitters, each having been located by a 
survey from a different o rigi n, using a different figure of 
the earth! 

Weste rn now can solve this perplexing problem. By 
placing a sa tellite receiver - part of the new Western 
Integrated Naviga tion System (WINS*) - at the location 
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of the well and mak ing readings as satellites conti nu e to 
cross the sky at intervals of about an hour and a half , we 
can make a large number of independent determinations 
of position. T hese positions are not a ffected by the tilt 
of the ea rth 's surface but are made rela tive to the satellites, 
all using the same fi gure of the earth. T he posit ions of the 
satellites, in turn, arc known relative to the center of the 
ea rth. Therefore, all of the positions determi ned by satellite 
are consistent with each other. By discardi ng all readi ngs 
of satellite passes that are too high or too low and those 
having incomplete or quest ionable data and then averaging 
the results of several days' observations, we can determine 
position wi th an uncerta inty of a very few feet. 

When a Western ship is operating at sea with WINS, all 
positions are determined with respect to the satell ite sys
tem, and none of the old uncertainties and discrepancies 
apply. All WINS-produced maps will agree with each 
other no matter from what point ships start and no matter 
when or in what order our surveys are made. 

Of course, these results have not been achieved without 
development of an efficient sensing system and experience 
in interpreting the data received . The ability to re nder this 
service is one more reason why Western, as Eratosthenes 
of old , is well out in front of the competition. 

ooh ! It's rea II y big! 



About Geodesy 
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of the earth, a 180-pound man weighs abou t one pound 
more at the north or south pole than he does at the equa
tor. At the pole he is about 13 miles closer to the center 
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of the earth, but we have lea rned recently that the north 
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face at the two origins may not have been possible, and 
the surveys may have been made on the basis of different 
determinations of the figure of the earth. The result is that 
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the earth! 

Weste rn now can solve this perplexing problem. By 
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Integrated Naviga tion System (WINS*) - at the location 
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PARTY V-12 - YUKON TERRITORY, 
CANADIAN ARCTIC 

KEN DOBSON, Reporter 
JEFF HADFORD and SEAN STADDON, Photographers 

Party Y-12 was activated early last November, or at 
Least this is when the crew went to work after spending 
part of the summer barging equipment up the Mackenzie 
and Peel Rivers. 

The actual point of origin of the equipment was Calgary, 
Alberta. The new nod wells and the old (completely reno
vated) were trucked from Calgary to Hay R iver, North
west Territories , on the Great Slave Lake. Hay River is 
the point of embarkation for barges working the Mac
kenzie River. The equipment was then loaded on the river
going barges for the long trip up the Mackenzie to the 
mouth of the Peel River and then up the Peel to the small 
town of Fort McPherson, located approx imately 80 miles 
southwest of Inuvik, Northwest Territories. 

The equipment was offloaded at this point, as were spare 
parts, approximately 200,000 gallons of diesel, aviation 
gas, regular gas, and several 500-gallon tanks of propane. 
The diesel fuel was stored in rubber "whales," each hold
ing 16,000 ga llons. After the equipment had been in 
Fort McPherson two weeks, the rains came and the river 
rose high enough to move the vehicles via barge another 
50 miles further. This meant loading everything back on 
the barges, moving, then unloading and setting up again. 
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A tracked a ir drill pulls a fuel sled on one of Party V-12' s comp 
move s in the Yukon Territory, far north in the Canadian Arctic . 

' 

Rodman Joseph (Little Joel Lehane tries to persuade Party V- 12 ' s 
camp mascot to pose for a picture. The me n of the crew bought 
the 6-week-old Husky puppy in lnuv ik, Northwest Territories, and 
named it Dobby, in honor of the V-1 2 party manag er, Ke n Dobson . 

T his included moving the "cat" camp and two "cats," 
which had arrived earlier and were to be part of the crew. 
Camp was finally set up at our assembly point, where we 
waited for freeze-up. 

The two vibrating units and the recording truck came 
on a later barge and had to be left at Fort McPherson due 
to freezing conditions on the Mackenzie River. These three 
units left Fort McPherson on November 7 and started the 
trek to join the camp and the rest of the crew at the assem
bly poin t. They reached us on November J 1. After the 
arrival, via Twin Otter, of a skeleton crew, the camp and 
equipment left November 14 for our prospect. 

Leading the ca ravan was the recording unit, driven by 
Observer BARRY HUNT and followed by the supply unit, 
which pulled the power plant and had Party Manager KEN 
DOBSON at the wheel. The next in line was the utility
sleeper, driven by Supervisor J . T. (JocK) CouLL. How 
he got talked into this chore we shall never know, but he 
says that the next time there is a long move he will be 
watching it from a place farther off. 

Behind these were the following units and personnel : 
kitchen, driven by SAM MOSIMAN , our supplyma n; the 
two cable trucks, driven by RAY P ELLETIER, night man, 
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and MARVIN YO UNGE R, cable- truck dri ve r; survey unit 
pulli ng office-s leeper trail er, driven by J EFF HAD FORD, sur
veyor; muskeg bombardier, driven by D. J . MACNIVE N, 
office clerk ; slim-hole drill and water truck , driven by TOM 
BENN ETT, drill er, and M URRAY TONITA, drill helper. The 
porta ble powder magazine was pu ll ed behind the water 
truck. 

Coming along at the rear of the caravan , at a much 
slower pace, were th e two vibrat ing units and service unit 
drive n by their operators, ORVILLE MCDIARMID and Ross 
ALL EN, and our very able vibrator-mechanic , JOHN GUY. 
The cook, " DUTCl-ll E" WORT ELBOER, and cook's helper, 
Jo E LEHR, accompanied the caravan to suppl y food and 
moral support. [n al l, it was a good move and took five 
days' trave l to reac h the prospect. 

On November 22 the fo ll owing personnel arrived in 
camp via Twin Otter ; Joc K HIDDL ESTON, camp attendant; 

A Party V-12 twin vibrator mounted on a tracked vehicle (right) 
pa sses o tracked service unit in the Yukon Territory of Canada . 
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B1 LL Goow1N-TOBY, surveyor; JOE LEHANE, chainman; 
D ER EK PYNE , recording crew helper ; Bos ROB ERTSON , 
cable-truck driver; BRUCE BRODRICK, drill helper (later 
became vi brator trainee); MARLY N DECA i RE, recording 
crew helper; CUFF R1 c 1-1 , recording crew helper; FRANK 
SERA, chainman (later became night man) ; and REG BAK
KE, assistant observer. This then completed the crew, and 
on November 23 we went into production. 

Instrument Supervisor RoN CooN ER and Vibrator Su
pervisor LAWRENCE DOWDY visited the crew to help get 
us under way. Another of our visitors was BEN THIGPEN, 
manager of the Houston lab and instrument services. 

SUMMER 1970 

Party V-12 Field Clerk Doug 
MacNiven relaxes with a pop
ular men 's magazine after a 
long day 's work somewhere in 
th e arctic Yuko n Territory . 

The crew finis hed one line and then was on the move 
aga in to a more cen tral loca tion in the prospect. This move 
took two days. 

It was December J 8 that the men went "out" to have 
a much needed rest and to celebrate the holiday season 
with their families. That seemed all too short a time, how
ever, for on the morning of January 2 they left Calgary 
for Inuvik via the client's Hocker-Sid ley. Upon arriving at 
Jnuvik , there was only enough daylight to make one fl ight 
into camp, with 11 employees aboard the Twin Otter. The 
13 remaining crew members stayed in Jnuvik. 

Party V-12 was supplied for a few weeks in the Yukon by this dem
onstrator " Skyvan" while the Twin Otter underwent major overhaul. 
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While in Inuvik we noted the number of Husky pups, 
and upon inquiring we found that the pups with no license 
were destroyed in the spring. We thought that it would be 
nice to have a pup as our camp mascot and acquired one 
abo ut six weeks old, which we nicknamed DoBBY, after 
our party manager, KEN DOBSON. 

Cook JOCK VAN REEK and his helper, STAN LAWRENCE, 
were sent up to camp on January 28 to help prepare meals 
and clean up camp for a number of Western personnel 
who were busy repai ring and making necessary changes to 
equipment. 
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Party 98 was unable to send any pictures, but Party 
95 had sen t some that arrived too late for the last 
issue. Thus , we show Surveyor Bill Tackett's pictures 
of the area of the North Slope worked by Party 95 . 
Left-Rodman Bill Klesinger (left) and Helper Rich 
Bach are interested in the new Rollogon that came by 
highboy from Houston to Fairbanks, Alaska, and then 
on to the North Slope by Hercules air-cargo carrier. 
Upper left-Surveyor W. E. (Bill) Tackett tries out 
his new Zeiss TH-32 theodolite, one of five that 
Western bought and put to use on the North Slope 
thi s past winter. Above-Party 95's cat train makes 
good use of the hel ico pter to scout ahead on the 
camp moves . Upper right-Cable-truck Driver Jim 
Ray (in cab doorway I takes a moment to pause with 
his jug crew. Bearded Helper Ray Coleman shows one 
way lo keep the face warm. Standing on the ground 
are Eskimo Helper Sigwien (Ziggy) Kingosak (left) 
and Helper Mike Kvammen . Right- Warm clothing, a 
windbreaker, and a salamander fire ease drilling for 
Driller- Mechanic Al Linder and Helper Dan Rockwell. 

The vibrating units are mounted on nodwells, and each 
nodweU has two vibrating units, one mounted on the front 
and one mounted on the back. 

The prospect, being fairly spread out, caused us to 
move many times until late February when the daylight 
hours became long enough to enable us to transport the 
crew to and from the field via helicopter. The temperatures 
from December to March have varied from 15° above zero 
to 55 ° below zero, with the majority of the days being 
below zero. We expect to complete the program at the end 
of the winter season, wh ich will be approximately April 30. 
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PARTY 98 - NORTH SLOPE, ALASKA 

JAMES T. O'TOOLE, Reporter 

Party 98, unlike most Western crews in the "lower 48," 
moves day by day. Party 98 started out in October 1969 
at Deadhorse, one of the major airstrips on the North Slope 
of Alaska. By April 6, 1970, the crew was camped at the 
edge of the airstrip at Deadhorse, having completed a loop, 
which covered approximately 250 miles. 

Party Manager JOE E. (BUBBA) BuscHMIHLE, who is 

SUMMER 1970 

an old hand at managing a crew on the North Slope, led 
the crew from prospect to prospect. This does not sound 
difficult except that everything looks alike and that there 
are no landmarks. When moving, BUBBA relies on assis
tance from his two surveyors , ROBERT TARRANT and ED
WARD BEATTIE, because surveyors are not supposed to get 
lost, but there is the possibility that they might. The rod
man, SHERMAN SIKVAYGAK, will confirm this possibility. 

Leaving Deadhorse again on April 9, with many miles 
of line drilled and shot on the ice, Driller-Mechanic 
CHARLES (CHUCK) WALL, Drillers OTTO SELKE, MIKE 
BLANCHARD, and MEL VIN COOPER, and their relief man, 
MURRAY MERRIMAN, all gave sighs of relief to be back 
on good, old, dry land drilling. Drill Helpers WAYNE 
KEESEE, GORDON HAIGHT, ANDREW JIMMIE, LEROY 
(TINY) HELMS, and LARRY MEADER have decided that 
dust is easier to remove than ice. 

The recording crew had different ideas on leaving the 
ice. Chief Observer MIKE KLEIN, with JOHN W. JOHNSON 
as assistant observer and GORDON PAscu as shooter, had 
a lot smoother going on the ice than on the tundra. Their 
opinion was shared by Cable-truck Drivers AL TWOMEY 
and FRANKIE SEGEVAN. As one jug hustler, ROGER (ANDY) 
ANDERSON, said, " It doesn't make any difference to us 
whether we are on the ice or tundra; the walking is just 
as difficult on either place." ANDY'S co-workers, JAMES 
KILLBEAR, ARTHUR SIKVAYUGAK, PASTY TULKE, TOMMY 
BURNS, RODNEY WATSON, and JEFF CLEMENS, all agree 
with his statement. 

Due to Party 98's remote location and daily moves, a 
mobile camp, made up of 10 insulated trailers mounted 
on tracks, is put to use. Six of these trailers are for the 
living quarters of the crew, which are kept spotless by our 
camp attendant, ED RHODES. Of the other four trailers, one 
is the office; another the utility; a third, the diner (also the 
cinema); and the last and most important, the kitchen. You 
can tell by looking at various members of our crew that 
Cook THOMAS (JUNIOR) COLEMAN and JAMES VERDELL, 
" bull cook," put out a whale of a meal in their portable 
kitchen. 

The constant moving and seven-day work week is ex
tremely hard on equipment and personnel. The minor 
maintenance of the equipment is taken care of by the oper
ator; but the major mechanical problems are given to 
Mechanic W. C. (BILL) ANDERSON and his assistant, 
GARY CORNWELL. The "cat" operators, HERMAN w ASSON 
and MITCHELL REBARCHEK, when not making fuel runs 
or 'dozing airstrips lighten the work load of the mechanics. 

Working on the North Slope a crew such as Party 98 
must overcome many problems that are not relevant to 
crews in the "lower 48." Water shortage, limited storage 
capacity, and extreme weather conditions are the three 
major problems faced by Party 98. 

As this season comes to a rapid end, Party 98 looks for
ward to another profitable one with its very capable per
sonnel on the North Slope. The members of this crew hope 
that all fellow Westerners have a very enjoyable and re
warding summer. 

Thus brings a close to a Party Pickings report from 
Party 98. 
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an old hand at managing a crew on the North Slope, led 
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lost, but there is the possibility that they might. The rod
man, SHERMAN SIKVAYGAK, will confirm this possibility. 

Leaving Deadhorse again on April 9, with many miles 
of line drilled and shot on the ice, Driller-Mechanic 
CHARLES (CHUCK) WALL, Drillers OTTO SELKE, MIKE 
BLANCHARD, and MEL VIN COOPER, and their relief man, 
MURRAY MERRIMAN, all gave sighs of relief to be back 
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Shooter Angelo Morgo lo, with Party F-9's shooting truck Co mpogn
o lo, is near Porto Garibaldi in the Volle di Comocch io of Italy . 

PARTY F-9 - PORTO GARIBALDI, ITALY 

GIUSEPP E CICOGNANI, Reporter 
ALBERTO CH IARI, Photographer 

P arty F-9, headquartered in Porto G aribaldi (Ferrara), 
Ita ly, has been operating in the Cornacchio Valley since 
September 1969. P orto Garibaldi is located on the north
ern coast of the Adriatic Sea, near the mouth of the River 
Po. Situated near Lido degli Estensi and Lido di Pomposa, 
it is one of the most famous vacation spots along the Adri
at ic coast. It is a holiday resort offering tourists golden sand 
beaches and at the same time beautiful trips to the inland 
regions. One can easily reach the town of Cornacchio, 
which is crossed by a considerable number of canals and 
which is famous for the cultivation of eels; or the town of 
Spina, old Etrurian center where archeologists are uncov
ering wonderful art pieces; and finally Pomposa, famous 
for its cathedral (Romanic-Bizzantino style ). The harbor 
of Porto Garibaldi is equipped with one of the most mod
ern flee ts of fishing boats in Italy. 

It may come as a surprise to many to learn that there is 
such a place in the Po Valley of northern Italy that lies 
below sea level and extends 20 miles in length and 6 miles 
in width, whose existence many Italians are only vaguely 
familiar with , if at all. This is the area ass igned to Party 
F-9, which, we feel, is rather unique in the annals of seismic 
exploration, at least by local standards. The terrain in this 
a rea, known geographically as the "Valle di Cornacchio," 
varies from normal " terra ferma," to recently reclaimed 
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a nd as yet unstable marsh land, to miserable swamp, and 
finally to open lagoons. 

It is easily imaginable to deduce what an enormous 
variety of equipment is requ ired to conduct o ur survey in 
such a variety of field conditions. Besides the standard 
highway and off-highway trucks, we are equipped with 
caterpi ll ar-drive truck un its (half tracks of our own de
sign) with extra wide treads for better weight distribution 
in marshy zones. For the swamp areas our d rill s and re
cord ing eq ui pment are placed on skid units, which are 
pulled by other especially designed light-weigh t tractors or 
o n barges or even pontoon fl oats or shallow-draft fl at
bottom boats propelled either by over or outboard motors. 
Naturally, we supply land or marine cables, velocity or 

' \' 

pressure geophones as the occasion demands. The constant 
cha nge in our field cond it ions creates an ever-present lo
gistic problem for transport and suppl y. 

Here find Party F-9's personnel : ALBERTO CHIA RI is 
the party chief. Then come Computers GIOVANNI CAVA
LIER I (who is called "Sterminatore di folaghe") and MAS
SIMO GIRGENTI (who was marri ed last December to Miss 
CLE LIA FARINELLI); Observer ROB ERTO ROSSI (the veteran 
of the swamplands) and his assista nt, ROBERTO BARON E; 
Draftsmen GIUSEPPE CicoGNANI, ANTON IO SAMARITANI, 
and ROBERTO y ANCIN I; M echanic FRANCESCO BEZZI; 
Shooters ANGELO MARGOLA and GINO MANCINI; and Drill
ers G. LUIGI SAMARITANI, MARIO FERRONI, and FERNAN
DO BELLOTTI. 

The terra in of the Comacchio Valley, where 
Party F-9 is working in Italy, varies from 
normal "terro ferma " to recently reclaimed 
and as yet unstable marsh land, to miserable 
swamp, and finally to open lagoons as shown 
here. Left---A skid-mounted drill , pulled by 
a tractor, is ready fo r work in a swamp area. 
Upper left- Driller Mario Ferroni I left) and 
Mechanic Francesco Beui drill in an area 
recently reclaimed. Above-Vice President T. 
P. Maroney I left I talks to Professor Colombo 
of the University of Ferraro a s Mechanic 
Bezzi (from the left) , Assistant Driller D. 
Ghirade lli, and Driller Luigi Samaritoni work 
on a barge-mounte.d drill in an open lagoon. 

Discuss ing the situa tion on the barg e ho lding a Pa rty F-9 d rill 
in the Comacchio Va ll ey of Ita ly ore Mechan ic Fra ncesco Bezzi, 
Dri ller G. Luigi Samoritani, and Assistant Dri ll er D. Ghirade ll i. 

PARTY F-34 - NORTHWEST TERRITORIES, 
CANADIAN ARCTIC 

LEN SIDORO FF, Reporter 
SEAN J. STADDON, JIM WOODW A RD, and 

LEN SI DOROFF, Photographers 

At a location on the northwest shore of the Canadian 
Arct ic Party F-34 commenced operations as a result of an 
oil strike at Atkinson Point, Northwest Territories. An 
airstr ip, complete with lights and beacon, was made on a 
lake. To th is strip several chartered H ercules aircraft made 
13 flights from Yellowknife, on the Great Slave Lake in 
the southern part of the Northwest Territories. They car
ried our tracked vehicles, "cats," and "cat" camp. 

Party Manager JIM THOMPSON and this reporter flew in 
to unload these "Heres" while the loading in Yellowknife 
was supervised by Shop Mechanic LORNE JOHNSON. As
sisting him were Mechanic FR ED RUDOLPH, Supplyman 
ARCHIE P ATTERSON, and D rill Helper ROBIN BOYD, better 
known as the "FRIENDLY SASQUATCH. " "Sasquatch ," by 
the way, is a name given the big hairy giants believed to 
be roaming the Rockies, whom from time to time someone 
reports seeing. LORNE joined us on the last plane flight 
to help assemble the equipment. 

Our regular camp and three drills were flown in from 
two bays on the North Slope of Alaska. Although ham
pered by bad flyi ng weather, all equ ipment fina lly arrived, 
and the crew commenced work on February 22. 

The working conditions here are a little different from 
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These un usua l ice ca rvi ngs of the Na tivity Scene o re 
bes ide Our Lady of Victory Chu rch in lnu vi k, Northwes t 
Territories, the supp ly base for Canada ' s Porty F- 34 . 

... 
1 

those in most a reas; the wind is quite fierce and b lows most 
of the time. The tree li ne is a bout 150 m iles so uth of us. 
T he only d ifference between here and the desert is tha t 
here we have snow instead of sand - and you camel 
drivers know how sand piles up. Of course, the air here is 
a little cooler, also, and th e men wear goggles and face 
masks during a storm . 

Fuel and powder are fl own in with grocery supplies by 
Twin Otters from Inuvik, Northwest T erritories . Client ex
pediters are situated in Inu vik, which we contact by single 
side-b and radio, our only communication with the "out
side" world . 

Party F -71 fini shed its p rogram in J anuary, resul ting in 
most of its crew coming here to F -34. Observer N ORM 
V ILLENEUVE was retu rned to Canada from a crew in Alas
ka. NORM has decided to step into m atrimony in June. H e 
will be back again next winter. Assisting N ORM is Ass istant 
Observer SAM EVANS. 

T he recording helpers have the hardest job in this coun
try; they are continually digging out cable from under snow 
drifts but seem to do it in record time each d ay. R eel-truck 
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D rivers Ro N and WAY NE SAVAGE head the group , which 
includes H elpers JOE GINGL ES, DAVE D ICK, DAN WOIMA, 
and Bos BELL. A ll are now assured of jobs in the Arctic 
in the future . 

In most parts of the country the snow is go ne in April , 
but here thi s morning ( Apri l 7 ) it is 34° below zero, and 
we can still count on a month more of winter. The days 
are getting lo nger, though , and d aylight lasts fro m 5: 00 
A.M. to 10 :00 P.M. and is gaini ng about 15 m inutes each 
day. 

More com monly known as the " Ig loo Church," thi s is Ou r La dy of 
Victo ry Church in lnuvik , Canada . The ice carv ing s shown a t th e 
top of this p a g e are a littl e right of cente r in th is pic ture. 
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The d ril ls are a ir; so there is no problem with wa ter 
trucks. The dr ill ing cond it io ns arc good - mostly perma
frost tha t goes down as deep as 2 ,000 fee t, accordi ng to 
big r igs in the a rea. Dri llers PAU L H usc 11 , K EN A uvJGNE, 
AN DY CROSSLAND, a nd ROD LUN D operate the levers whi le 
supervised by WI LBU R R ILE Y. T he dri ll helpers have it 
fa irly easy here as there are no water trucks or slush p its 
to move around . Getting practice th rowi ng d rill stem are 
ROB IN BOYD, DALE CooN , DoN C LARK, and RON T UR
NE R. D ALE W ILLIAMS, spare dril l helper, relieves and helps 
the su pplyman . 

Am mo nium nitra te fertili zer mi xed with fu e l oi l is called 
A N-FO and is used fo r blowing th e holes. Up to 8,000 
pou nds per cl ay is used. Shooter BI LL WILLIA MS and H elp
er ER IC BO E, both fa rmers in the off season, say th at t hey 
will no t have any trouble handling fertil izer back on the 
ranch thi s spring. This summ er the governm ent wi ll h ave 
scie nti sts up here wo ndering why the grass is growi ng so 
well , but onl y in patches a few hundred fee t apart. 

Camp moves arc made approximately once a week. As 
no folding up is requi red , it does not take long to get back 
in o pera ti on after arriving at the new site. Only th e power 
has to be plugged in , and we arc operational again. L EN 
Srno RO FF, cook and relief party ma nager, is kee ping every
one fa t ; a nd H elper M URR AY LOCKH ART does the serving. 
Camp Attend ant JI M W EAVE R is an addi t ion fr om P arty 
F-66. J IM thou ght that he was fin ished for th e season, but 
Supervisor R. A. ( DICK) ME RCE R suggested th at he might 
like a look a t th e Arctic . M echanic FR ED R UDOLPH keeps 
checki ng on equ ipment whenever he is not in the kitchen 
havi ng a sma ll snack to tide him over unti l mealti me. 

We have two snowmobiles here, which one of the Alas
kan crews glad ly donated to us. T hey a re used mostly for 
racing up a nd down the a irstrip , but sometimes Surveyor 
PHIL L EM IEUX takes a chance on dr iving them to the fi eld 
- if the wea ther warms up to about 20 ° below zero. Rod-

This ice carving of an Eskimo 
with his dog team sta nds vigi l 
in fro nt of the Sir Al exander 
Mackenz: ie School, wh ich is lo
cate~ in lnuv ik, in the North 
west Territories of Ca na da , a nd 
was seen by Party F-34 men. 

' 
In th e Canadian Arcti c where Pa rty F- 34 is working, Shooter E. E. 
(Bill ) Will ia ms ( left front ) loads ho le w itn tne ass is ta nce of 
He lpe r Eric Boe while We stern of Ca na da Safe ty Direc tor Sea n J . 
Stad d on ( left rea r) , Ca lgary, a nd a n explosives techn ician wa tch. 

men JI M WOODWARD and Bo B ZARN put more tru st in 
th ei r t rac ked veh iclc. 

Aside from the abnorm al condit ions, Party F-34 is a 
top production crew; and with o nly a month mo re to 
" rough it ," we shall soon be oul for the summer, loo king 
forward , I am sure, to next Octo ber when we ca n come 
back aga in . 

F rom the la nd of the Esk imo, we bid you a fo nd fa re
well until nex t report. 
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During the past year these men of Party V- 1 
have worked on spike jobs all over soulh 
Texas. 1. Vibrator Operators Sherman Mor
shno and Gilbert N. Few make repairs on a 
vibrator. 2 . Helper Charles Burgett and Sur
veyor Johnny Sherrod check a line on the 
map. 3. Cable-lruck Driver George Bernal 
and He lper Antoino Montez take time lo have 
lheir picture "shot." 4. Helper Roy Ramirez, 
Jr., g ives the surveyor a shot wilh the rod 
near Edinburg . 5. Assistant Observer Mike 
Musick picks up a flier. 6. Vibrator Operators 
Corl Wagner, Jr., Gilbert N. Few, and Tru
man Gilmore smile for the camera. 7. Helpers 
Joe Cantu and Robert Castilla and Cable
truck Driver Jose Gonzoles do their bit for the 
photographer. 8 . Permit Agent Gilbert E. Few 
obtains a permit on the telephone in the office 
in Beeville . 9 . Getting into the p icture act are 
He lper Manuel Garcia , Assistant Observer 
Homer Hinojosa, and Helper Luis Garza . 1 0 . 
Surveyor Johnny Sherrod and Helper John 
Black survey near Edinburg . 11 . Surveyor Don
ald Cain writes for a permit in the Beeville 
office. The party manager is on page 24 . 

PARTY V-1 - BEEVILLE, TEXAS . 

R. L. SULLIVAN, Reporter-Photographer 

Greetings from Party V-1 in Beeville, Texas, again. 
Since reporting from Beeville the lasl time (a year ago), 
Party V- 1 has worked on spike jobs all over south Texas 
- from Orange on the east to Edinburg and Harlingen in 
the south - never in any one town for more than a few 
days. In fact , we have worked on three lines for three 
different cli ents all in one day! 

This type of working condi tions keeps Permit Agent 
GILBERT E. FEW up late at night on the telephone obtain
ing permits for the next day's work. GILBERT and his wife 
ANN came to Party V-1 in J unc 1969 from Party V-6. In 
January the FEWS became the parents of a daughter, 
PATRICIA. 

Surveyor DON CAIN has been permitting since January 
while he is recuperating fro m an automobile accident of 
last August. We are happy to have DoN back with us. 

T he surveyi ng is performed by Surveyor JOHNNY SHER
ROD and Helpers JOHN BLACK and CHARLES BURGETT. 
JOHNNY, wife SANDRA, and their son SHANNON came to 
Party V-1 from Party 52. JOHNNY reports that he likes the 
open country of south Texas much better than the piney 
woods of east Texas but wishes that they would "leave off" 
the rattlesnakes. CHARLES and wife CAROL, being from 
Wichita, Kansas, have enjoyed the warm climate of south 
Texas while JOHN BLACK, from Houston, is used to the 
warm, humid weather of the coasta l area. 

Assistant Observer MIKE MUSICK replaced Observer 
DAN SHEA, who is on leave of absence to enjoy farming in 
Oklahoma. MIKE is a native of Texas and was happy to 
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" Boss ma n" of all of the men pictured on the preceding two pages 
is Party Ma nag er Roscoe L. (Sully) Sullivan , shown a l his desk in 
the Party V-1 office in Beevill e, Texas. The story of this ve te ran ' s 
25 years with Weste rn Geophysica l Com pa ny is told on pa ge 31 . 

This beautiful , sweet b ride is Mrs. Alfred 
I Hoppy) Malatek, Jr., the forme r Judith 
Ann Sullivan, o lde r daughter of the R. L. 
Sullivans, Party V- 1. Judy and Hoppy were 
married al the First Lutheran Chu rch on 
the afternoon of August 23 . Her party- man
ager fath e r, " Sully," gave her away in 
the t radit ional wa y; and among her attend
ants wa s he r sister Jill a s maid of honor. 

Judy' s wh ile bridal gown was acce nted 
with beaded and sequined Alencon lace 
featuring a sabrina neckline for the basque 
bodice. The controlled skirt of peau de 
soie swept into o chape l train. She wore 
a p earl crown , with lace and crystal trim, 
from which fell her short three-tiered 
veil of nylon illusion. Her bouquet was 
of p ink sweetheart roses and gypsophila . 

Jill and the bridesmaids wore heavenly
blue poie d e soie floor-length dresses, 
and each carried a single pink rose w ith 
velvet trim. Van , Judy ' s mother, chose 
for the wedd ing a green crepe dress with 
match ing lace coat and accessories . Both 
she and the groom 's mothe r had pink rose 
corsages . For the rece ption the bride's 
table was spread with a white satin and 
net cloth ; on it was centere d the bridal 
bouquet. The wedding cake was decorated 
w ith pink flowers and the bride and groom 
f igu ri ne and was flanked with pink candles 
in silver holders. The Malateks hone y
mooned in Mexico and Aransas Pass, Texa s. 

get back to the "Lone Star State" after spending six months 
on Party Y-3 in Waycross, Georgia. He is aided in the re
cording truck by Assistant Observer HOMER HINOJOSA. 
Laying out the cables and jugs is the duty of Cable-truck 
Drivers GEORGE BERNAL and JosE GONZALES. Helpers 
JOE CANTU, ROBERT CASTlLLA, ANTOINO MONTEZ, JOHN
NY RAMIREZ, LUIS GARZA, RAY RAMIREZ, and MANUEL 
GARCIA are all from Beeville. 

Keeping the vibrators shaking are Vibrator Operators 
SHERMAN MARSHNO, TRUMAN GILMORE, GILBERT N. 
FEW, and CARL WAGNER, JR. SHERMAN and GILBERT 
also came from Party V-3 in Waycross. 

Party Manager ROSCOE (SULLY) SULLIVAN leaves his 
wife VAN and daughter JILL in Houston. JILL will graduate 
from Spring Woods H igh School in May and plans to at
tend Texas Tech next fa ll. Daughter J UDY married A. A 
(HOPPY) MALATEK, J R., last August 23, and they make 
their home in Gonzales, Texas. J UDY teaches in the junior 
high, and HorPY works for General Telephone Company. 

So long for now, or as they say down here, "Has ta la 
vista! " 

WESTERN PROFILE 

This " bird' s-eye" view of Camp 96 
in the vast, strange world of the 
Arctic Ocean gives one the feeling 
that the trailers are huddled for 
warmth, safety, and togetherness . 

PARTY 96 - NORTH SLOPE, ALASKA 

D'A RCY MURPHY, Reporter-Photograph er 

It was a morning of mornings fo r Party 96, situated in 
a refrigerant frontier that has summoned many a West
erner - the North Slope of Alaska. This was the day an 
anticipated 45-mile journey across the frozen Arcti c Ocean 
was to be ac tuated. Treading over and operating wi thin 
the barriers of the ice-capped waters had not been the 
exception for Camp 96 and Party Manager DARRELL 
CLAPSADDL E. There are no rolling foothills, vast forests, 
or overabundant rainfalls; but the weather and terrain pre
sent many di ffi culti es both to operations and "sporting 
activities. " 

With the coming of the New Year and new prospect, 
Drillers K u1n KIRSCHN ER, DOUGLAS THI ESSEN, and JACK 
NASH were faced with air-drilling operations through ice, 
water, and ocea n bottom only to be welcomed with a briny 
and somewhat miry shower. In addition to drenching the 
drill crew thoroughly, a pre-drilled reli ef wa ter spout , com
bined wi th - 30° temperatures, would inevitably cause 
stoppage of drill drawworks and kell y bushings. 

There are no free- running brooks readi ly ava ilable here 
on the Slope, and so Helper DENNIS SWANSON is kept 
qu ite act ive with the snow melter for needed cooking, 
washing, and drinking water. 

Every now and then, across the barren sheet of refl ec
tions, Recording Helpers BILLY LEHMA N, JOHN GIBSON, 
and HOWA RD LlENER and Shooter HORST ( WILLI E) OPITZ 
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could be heard chan ting an ante-mortem tril ogy as they 
seemingly stalked numerous arctic foxes that presumably 
intended to pu t the "bite" on the record ing cable. Chief 
Observer NEO FER RAR I, ce lebrati ng his 18th wedd ing an
niversary Apri l 5 (congratul ations, MAE and N EO), Ob
server WILLIS (SM ITTY) SMITH, and Chief Observer 
H ARRY H EBB ERD, who is granting vis ita tion ri tes to the 
stork sometime in April , ca n be found in the especially 

In the early morn ing hours of a long working day on the North 
Slope's Arctic Ocean, Party 96 Recording Helper John Gibson half
way opens his door on the cable unit lo exchang e greeting s with 
the photographer. John claims that his vehicle is the newest one 
on the Slope . "After all ," he says, " it's a 1971 model , isn ' t it? " 
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Left-Stand ing on the track of Party 96's 
recordin g unit !especially built fo r the 
North Slope prospect) , Mechan ic Carmen 
Manzo d iscusses a poin t concern ing the 
wiring network with Chief Observer Neo 
Fe rra ri. Above-Mainte nance is a " must," 
especially in the harsh North Slope wea
ther, and Drill e r Jack Nash practices th is a s 
he gives hi s rig an oil change, a t 8 P.M. 
in - 30 d egree temperature. Righ t- Rid ing 
nig h atop a cable unit, He lper Billy Leh
ma n lays out cab le for anothe r "group sho t" 
on the icy p lateaus of the Arct ic Ocean . 

bu ilt recording unit both day and nigh t. SM ITTY was relief 
observer while NEo relieved DARR EL L as party manager 
while he was on break. T hanks to the mechanical cogni
zance of Driller-Mechanic P ETER SWAN and Mechanic 
CA RM EN M ANZO, Party 96's nodwells kept rolling along. 

Cook L EROY WOOLDRIDGE considers February 6 to be 
fa irly important, for this was the date he was wed to his 
lovely wife D IANA in Sterling, Colorado. LEROY was quite 
the celebrant during our trek as his twin brother, Surveyor 
LA RRY WOOLDRIDGE, and he celebrated a mutu al 27-year 
birth date, M arch 11. Surveyor M ELVIN (TRUE GRID) 
CARLISLE was qui te elevated with the party fr ivolities. 

T he time has arrived for " 96" to begin its pack-up 
activity, and Cook's Ass istant G EORGE SPANGLER, C hain
man JACK LE RN ER, and Drill H elpers MARK GROSDIDIER 
and JOHN M OTSINGE R maneuver through dig-out opera
tions. As Party 96 traverses the waste land of the North 
towards a new objective, there is one thought that is con
stant in many minds: " I wonder what Miami is like th is 
time of year. " 

PARTY V-3 - WAYCROSS, GEORGIA . . . 

CONNIE COKER and MARVENE BLA IR, Reporters 

P arty V-3 moved from Pecos, T exas, to Waycross, 
Georgia, in April of 1969. After a week of traveling, most 
of the crew members were too tired to look at the city. 
After a day or two of res t, however, we were able to see 
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that Waycross is a very beautifu l place. All of the fl owers 
were in bloom, and the azaleas were out in their different 
colors. Waycross itself is quite a railroad town, with all 
of the major east coast lines coming in to meet and go on 
their way to Florida and points west. 

Not fa r from Waycross is the entrance to the Okefe
nokee Swamp Park. This park was featured on national 
television in March when the solar eclipse was photo
graphed there. This once- in-a-life time event was experi
enced by most Western personnel, and they agreed they 
would never forget those minutes of total darkness. 

Surveyors JIM BLAIR and RICHARD FOWLER are the only 
remaining members of the original crew that came together 
from Texas. JI M'S wife MARVENE is feeling very lucky that 
her children LORI and RoN are able to fini sh out a full 
school year in one school. 

Another surveyor, who came from P arty V-5, in Milton, 
F lorida, is Bu RLI S G ILBERT. H is wife VESTA and children 
J AN and DONALD accompanied h im. Also a recent new
comer to our crew is KENNETH T HORNHILL, from P arty 
21 in Texas. He is a helper on the survey crew. 

O bserver CHARLES (BUTCH) BROWN and wife MARIE 
welcomed-another daughter , MICHELE, born last August 5 
in Camden, Louisiana. Sister CONNIE is 4 years old and is 
waiting for MICHELE to grow up so that she can play 
with her. 

After an absence of a few years, Junior Observer J AM ES 
Mc NEw has returned to Western with his wife DIANE and 
children RICKY and D EBBI E. 

At the fi rst signs of spring, members of P arty V-3 de
cided to celebrate with a barbecue. Party M anager ROGER 
COKER agreed to be the cook. At the last minute spring 
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had a change of mind and turned rather n ippy. That did 
not stop V-3; they went right ahead and had their barbecue, 
but with one difference. It was inside the CoKER's mobile 
home - that is, as many as could get in at one time. 

Attending the cook-out were the BROWNS, McNEws, 
BLAIRS, and CoKERs; R ecording Helpers J ERRY ENGLAND 
with wife BARBARA and daughters ELIZABETH and KIM, 
DONALD PETTY with wife JUDY ( the Pettys' boys, D ANNY 
and DONNIE, were u nable to attend ), and BILLY JoE 
WOODARD with his fiancee SUE LosKA; Vi brator Operator 
CHARLES WARD with wife DORIS and children PAM and 
BoBBY; and Correlator Operator JIMMIE BARBOUR with 
wife MARY and son R ANDY. 

Vi brator Operator DAVID H ASH also attended with his 
fiancee. Since that time D AV ID has married the former 
M RS. VERLENA O 'BRIEN. The ceremony took place on 
April 28 in Brunswick, Georgia . VERLENA has two daugh
ters, MARGO and MI NA, who also attended the cook-out. 

Helper J ERRY HROBAR was an able assistant to ROGER, 
and many others added their talents. 

ROGER was given a por table tape recorder as a going
away present. At time of writing he is in Houston in tra in
ing fo r an overseas assignment. ROGER was replaced as 
party manager by D ELMAS THORN HILL, who came from 
Party 2 1 in Huntsville, Texas. His wi fe DOROTHY and their 
children, SHARON , SuE, and GARY, came a little later. 

Head Vibrator Operator VERNON RABEL, with wife 
MA RY and daughter J UDY, joined us from P arty 36. WIL
LIAM (SARGE) N ELSON completes the vibra tor-operator 
crew. 

The rest of the recording crew helpers include these 
local men : JULI US JACKSON, TONY CASON, w. A. WELLS, 
FREDDI E JAMES, R OY HIOTT, WILLIAM H END RIX, JAM ES 
WILKERSON, and JAMES BENJAMIN. 

Cap tai ns Steve Tre botich {from the left) , Wilfred Frederick, and 
Emmi t Snodgrass, all of Party 76, a re in the wheelhouse of the 
Wes tern Gulf, wh ich is operating in the Gulf of Mexico, off Texas. 

~-..-----·----------~--~ 
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Four Party 76 men are shown in various parts of the W estern Gulf, 
wh ich is at sea in the Gulf of Mexico : Above left-Co-ordi nator 
W. E. {Little Stretch) Dav id in his bunk. Above right- Helper 
Dallas Swain a t the tape deck. Below left-Cook C. W. Ethridge 
in the ga lley. Be low right-Gun Operator Dave Bivin near a g un. 

-- - I 
PARTY 76 - FREEPORT, TEXAS . . . 

KENNETH HERNANDEZ, Re porter-Photographer 

H ello from P arty 76! Our operations began in the Gulf 
of Mexico last October with the arrival of the M / V West
ern Gulf from a previous assignment in Seward, Alaska. 

Preparations for a new assignment were soon under way 
with the arrival of Party Manager CHARLIE CRAWFORD 
and Co-ordinator DoN BIRDSONG to supervise the installa
tion of new digital equipment on the Western Gulf. CHAR
LIE when not at the docks can be found at home with wife 
J UDY in Lafayette, Louisiana. 

With all of the preliminary tests completed , we pro
ceeded to the prospect, which at this writing, has taken us 
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had a change of mind and turned rather n ippy. That did 
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away present. At time of writing he is in Houston in tra in
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Four Party 76 men are shown in various parts of the W estern Gulf, 
wh ich is at sea in the Gulf of Mexico : Above left-Co-ordi nator 
W. E. {Little Stretch) Dav id in his bunk. Above right- Helper 
Dallas Swain a t the tape deck. Below left-Cook C. W. Ethridge 
in the ga lley. Be low right-Gun Operator Dave Bivin near a g un. 

-- - I 
PARTY 76 - FREEPORT, TEXAS . . . 

KENNETH HERNANDEZ, Re porter-Photographer 

H ello from P arty 76! Our operations began in the Gulf 
of Mexico last October with the arrival of the M / V West
ern Gulf from a previous assignment in Seward, Alaska. 

Preparations for a new assignment were soon under way 
with the arrival of Party Manager CHARLIE CRAWFORD 
and Co-ordinator DoN BIRDSONG to supervise the installa
tion of new digital equipment on the Western Gulf. CHAR
LIE when not at the docks can be found at home with wife 
J UDY in Lafayette, Louisiana. 

With all of the preliminary tests completed , we pro
ceeded to the prospect, which at this writing, has taken us 
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to many d ifferent ports along the coast of Texas and Lou
isiana. Among them were Cameron, Morgan City, and 
Grand Isle, Louisiana. 

Although bad weather and rough seas have hindered 
our operations considerably, we are sailing along nicely 
and on schedule again. Operations are now based back on 
the Texas coast in the Freeport-Galveston area, which has 
brought a smile to the faces of Assistant Observer KEN
NETH HERNANDEZ and Gun Operator D AVID BIVIN. Since 
they both reside in Freeport, being close to home means 
longer break time and less travel time. DA YID and wife 
BARBARA and daughter THERESA have resided in the Free-

Party Manager C. E. (Charlie) Crawford looks up at the Party 76 
photographer in the galley of the Western Gulf; but Co -ordinator 
W . E. (Little Stretch I David, having been previously "caught" by 
the camera in his bunk, gazes straight ahead as they have coffee. 

Here are more Party 76 men aboard the Western Gulf : Left-Helper Jahn 
Hamburn at the instruments . Center-Helpers Howard McCaleb (al the 
desk) and John Jefferis in the recording room . Right-Helper Bill Mere
dith in the AQUAPULSE shack. The crew is now based in Freeport, Texas. 

port area for a number of years, but K ENNETH and wife 
ONEITHA and sons MIKE and EARL just returned to Free
port within the last year. 

The transfer of Co-ordinator DON BIRDSONG in Decem
ber saw the arrival of Co-ordinator WILLIAM ( LITT LE 
STRETCH) DA YID to take over recording operations. Each 
break sees LITTLE STR ETCH traveling to Lucedale, Missis
sippi , where wife MARGAR ET and sons JOHN and E DWARD 
await his arrival. Everyone was glad to have him back 
with us again. 

The recording crew is made up of H elpers JOHN HAM
BURN, of Lafayette, Louisiana; HOWARD MCCALEB , of 
Cleveland, Mississippi ; DALLAS SWAIN, of Richland, Mis
souri; and JOHNNY J EFFE RI S, of New Orleans. Break day 
sees these fe llows headed home to their various pursuits 
and hobbies, which range from hunting the deep woods 
and streams of northern Mississippi to an extensive study 
of the Old French Quarter in New Orleans . 

Keeping the men in top working or traveling condition 
is our cook, CHARLES W. ETHRIDGE, who has made his 
galley the most popular ga thering place on the boat. C. W. 
also hails from Freeport. 

Helping with the AQUAPULSE® operations is Helper 
BILL MEREDITH, who came to us from the west coast. 
Although BILL and wife DOTTIE still make Astoria , Ore
gon, their home, he has plans to move to the Gulf Coast. 

The task of keeping the Western Gulf shipshape falls to 
the capable hands of Captain WILFRED FREDERICK and 
his relief captain, STEVE TREBOTICH. Both reside in Biloxi, 
Miss issippi. Lending a very willing and welcome hand is 
Engineer JoE SHULTZ of Escatawpa, Mississippi. We want 
to ex tend a warm welcome to a new Westerner, Captain 
EMMIT SNODGRASS, also of Escatawpa. 

H ere is wishing all Westerners a very happy vacation 
season; and if luck is with us, you will be hearing from 
us aga in. 
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Ballad of the Slope 
Here I am nea r the top of th e world , 
My hair is so long, it almost looks curled . 
This blasted Slope, wi th its wind and snow, 
Js loaded with o il , and it's started to flow. 

Our Company's busy developi ng plots, 
They dr ill test holes and shoot the shots, 
T hen they produce a map of a sort 
To the cli ent, who pays for thi s business in short. 

T he surveyors first, running the lines, 
Then come the dr ills, set ting underground mines, 
The juggies a re next , layi ng miles of wire, 
The recorder is last, with his underground fir e. 

Day after day, it goes on and on, 
Across thi s wide plain in the vast of its brawn, 
T here' re rivers and lakes, va ll eys and swamp, 
With fox, birds, caribou, and moss that they chomp. 

Our grub is the best, 'cou rse the cook helps a lot, 
There's seldom compla int of the soup in his pot. 
Parkas and boots, mits and long hair, 
Beards and mustaches, some shaved with great care. 

The Slope is still rugged , 
The bargain is sealed , 
One thing for sure, 
It's a very large field . 

- Contributed by Keith Johnson 

" Roy, what are you doing under my tripod? " asks Party 91 Sur
veyo r George Underwood of Gravity Meter Operator Roy Temple as 
latter takes a reading on frigid and windy North Slape of Alaska. 

-~ 

""': 

This is Party 91 's camp on a cold, spring morning on the North 
Slope. Although this is flat , the crew also worked in rugged, 
steep, and hilly country. " Cold " was 30 lo 40 degrees below zero . 

PARTY 91 - NORTH SLOPE, ALASKA . 

GEORGE UNDERWOOD, Reporter-Photographer 

P ar ty 91 began North Slope operations on what is com
monly called the east side, or Prudhoe Bay, area . The 
crew went to work in October 1969 as soon as the tundra 
was frozen solid enough for nodwell travel. 

P arty Manager W. A. (BILL) KITCHEN was faced with 
the problem of getting the crew across the "Sag" River. 
Even though the tundra was solid enough for travel, the 
ice on the rivers and lakes was not thick enough to cross 
safely. It was necessary to chop holes in the ice and probe 
the river depths in an attempt to find a shallow crossing. 
Surveyor GEORGE UNDERWOOD and Rodman MERLE 
WALKER traveled the river on snow machines and finally 
found a reasonable crossing - if you can call four feet of 
water reasonable. 'Dozer Operator EMERY DowsT did not 
care for wading his 'dozer through that much water but did, 
and we all followed . After we reached our prospect, the 
first thing that had to be done was service our nodwells to 
make sure that there was not any moisture in the oil and 
gear boxes so that Mechanic PHIL VAN BUREN would 
sleep that night. 

The North Slope areas in which Party 91 worked ranged 
from flat, slightly rolling country to quite rugged, steep, 
and hilly country. Since there is very little daylight in the 
winter months, the equipment had to be well lighted in 
order for us to work after darkness set in. One of the main 
problems encountered in North Slope operations is the 
weather. It is not uncommon to have 40- to 50-mph winds 
with 30° to 40° below temperatures. How do we stand 
weather like that? A good card game or a game of chess 

29 



to many d ifferent ports along the coast of Texas and Lou
isiana. Among them were Cameron, Morgan City, and 
Grand Isle, Louisiana. 

Although bad weather and rough seas have hindered 
our operations considerably, we are sailing along nicely 
and on schedule again. Operations are now based back on 
the Texas coast in the Freeport-Galveston area, which has 
brought a smile to the faces of Assistant Observer KEN
NETH HERNANDEZ and Gun Operator D AVID BIVIN. Since 
they both reside in Freeport, being close to home means 
longer break time and less travel time. DA YID and wife 
BARBARA and daughter THERESA have resided in the Free-

Party Manager C. E. (Charlie) Crawford looks up at the Party 76 
photographer in the galley of the Western Gulf; but Co -ordinator 
W . E. (Little Stretch I David, having been previously "caught" by 
the camera in his bunk, gazes straight ahead as they have coffee. 

Here are more Party 76 men aboard the Western Gulf : Left-Helper Jahn 
Hamburn at the instruments . Center-Helpers Howard McCaleb (al the 
desk) and John Jefferis in the recording room . Right-Helper Bill Mere
dith in the AQUAPULSE shack. The crew is now based in Freeport, Texas. 

port area for a number of years, but K ENNETH and wife 
ONEITHA and sons MIKE and EARL just returned to Free
port within the last year. 

The transfer of Co-ordinator DON BIRDSONG in Decem
ber saw the arrival of Co-ordinator WILLIAM ( LITT LE 
STRETCH) DA YID to take over recording operations. Each 
break sees LITTLE STR ETCH traveling to Lucedale, Missis
sippi , where wife MARGAR ET and sons JOHN and E DWARD 
await his arrival. Everyone was glad to have him back 
with us again. 

The recording crew is made up of H elpers JOHN HAM
BURN, of Lafayette, Louisiana; HOWARD MCCALEB , of 
Cleveland, Mississippi ; DALLAS SWAIN, of Richland, Mis
souri; and JOHNNY J EFFE RI S, of New Orleans. Break day 
sees these fe llows headed home to their various pursuits 
and hobbies, which range from hunting the deep woods 
and streams of northern Mississippi to an extensive study 
of the Old French Quarter in New Orleans . 

Keeping the men in top working or traveling condition 
is our cook, CHARLES W. ETHRIDGE, who has made his 
galley the most popular ga thering place on the boat. C. W. 
also hails from Freeport. 

Helping with the AQUAPULSE® operations is Helper 
BILL MEREDITH, who came to us from the west coast. 
Although BILL and wife DOTTIE still make Astoria , Ore
gon, their home, he has plans to move to the Gulf Coast. 

The task of keeping the Western Gulf shipshape falls to 
the capable hands of Captain WILFRED FREDERICK and 
his relief captain, STEVE TREBOTICH. Both reside in Biloxi, 
Miss issippi. Lending a very willing and welcome hand is 
Engineer JoE SHULTZ of Escatawpa, Mississippi. We want 
to ex tend a warm welcome to a new Westerner, Captain 
EMMIT SNODGRASS, also of Escatawpa. 

H ere is wishing all Westerners a very happy vacation 
season; and if luck is with us, you will be hearing from 
us aga in. 

WESTERN PROFILE 

Ballad of the Slope 
Here I am nea r the top of th e world , 
My hair is so long, it almost looks curled . 
This blasted Slope, wi th its wind and snow, 
Js loaded with o il , and it's started to flow. 

Our Company's busy developi ng plots, 
They dr ill test holes and shoot the shots, 
T hen they produce a map of a sort 
To the cli ent, who pays for thi s business in short. 

T he surveyors first, running the lines, 
Then come the dr ills, set ting underground mines, 
The juggies a re next , layi ng miles of wire, 
The recorder is last, with his underground fir e. 

Day after day, it goes on and on, 
Across thi s wide plain in the vast of its brawn, 
T here' re rivers and lakes, va ll eys and swamp, 
With fox, birds, caribou, and moss that they chomp. 

Our grub is the best, 'cou rse the cook helps a lot, 
There's seldom compla int of the soup in his pot. 
Parkas and boots, mits and long hair, 
Beards and mustaches, some shaved with great care. 

The Slope is still rugged , 
The bargain is sealed , 
One thing for sure, 
It's a very large field . 

- Contributed by Keith Johnson 

" Roy, what are you doing under my tripod? " asks Party 91 Sur
veyo r George Underwood of Gravity Meter Operator Roy Temple as 
latter takes a reading on frigid and windy North Slape of Alaska. 

-~ 

""': 

This is Party 91 's camp on a cold, spring morning on the North 
Slope. Although this is flat , the crew also worked in rugged, 
steep, and hilly country. " Cold " was 30 lo 40 degrees below zero . 

PARTY 91 - NORTH SLOPE, ALASKA . 

GEORGE UNDERWOOD, Reporter-Photographer 

P ar ty 91 began North Slope operations on what is com
monly called the east side, or Prudhoe Bay, area . The 
crew went to work in October 1969 as soon as the tundra 
was frozen solid enough for nodwell travel. 

P arty Manager W. A. (BILL) KITCHEN was faced with 
the problem of getting the crew across the "Sag" River. 
Even though the tundra was solid enough for travel, the 
ice on the rivers and lakes was not thick enough to cross 
safely. It was necessary to chop holes in the ice and probe 
the river depths in an attempt to find a shallow crossing. 
Surveyor GEORGE UNDERWOOD and Rodman MERLE 
WALKER traveled the river on snow machines and finally 
found a reasonable crossing - if you can call four feet of 
water reasonable. 'Dozer Operator EMERY DowsT did not 
care for wading his 'dozer through that much water but did, 
and we all followed . After we reached our prospect, the 
first thing that had to be done was service our nodwells to 
make sure that there was not any moisture in the oil and 
gear boxes so that Mechanic PHIL VAN BUREN would 
sleep that night. 

The North Slope areas in which Party 91 worked ranged 
from flat, slightly rolling country to quite rugged, steep, 
and hilly country. Since there is very little daylight in the 
winter months, the equipment had to be well lighted in 
order for us to work after darkness set in. One of the main 
problems encountered in North Slope operations is the 
weather. It is not uncommon to have 40- to 50-mph winds 
with 30° to 40° below temperatures. How do we stand 
weather like that? A good card game or a game of chess 

29 



Below-As Party 91 pauses during a camp move on the North 
Slope, ' Dozer Operator Emery Dowst (left) talks to Field Supe rvisor 
Roy Morris as Party Man ager W. A. [Bill J Kitchen seems to be 
coming after the photographer. Right-Chief Observer Ca l Williams 
steps out of Party 91 's recording unit after making a recording. 

on the dining room table is not all that bad. Also , one good 
thing about the weather is that it can change in a matter of 
hours . 

We completed the prospect in the Prudhoe Bay area in 
time to take in the holiday season. For the next prospect 
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Party 91 is drilling along the line on one of its North Slope 
prospects. The temperature is currentl y 33 degrees below zero! 

the equ ipm ent had to be ai r lifted. Tracks had to be taken 
off , under-carriages removed from the trailer , drill s masts 
removed , and the like so that the eq ui pment wou ld fit into 
the C 130 ai rcraft. All had to be reassembled after delivery. 
With sub-zero te mperatures , wind , and almost complete 
darkness , this was a very difficult and time-consuming 
operation. Even with the difficulties encountered, how
ever, Party 91 was ready to go to the fiel d by the middle 
of February. 

Chi ef Observer CALVIN WILLIAMS a nd Assistant Ob
server MARLIN RIDGE kept the cable-truck dr ivers, DAVID 
BERGSRUD and BARRY BR UNDAGE , and their crew busy. 
CAL sa id that we had to ge t plenty done tod ay because the 
wind would probably be blowing aga in tomorrow. Drillers 
BILL SANDERSON and DALE ANDERSON felt the same way 
and kep t plenty of shot points drilled ahead of the recorders. 

After a day in the fi eld , we could depend on our cook, 
Bos LITTLE, to have something good on the menu for 
dinner. Of course , we must give our field clerk, RALPH 
KNAPP, and expeditor, BILL EGGER, credi t for keeping 
those grocery orders, parts, mail , and the like coming and 
goi ng. 

Gravi ty Meter Operator RoY TEMPLE kept up wi th the 
rest of the crew in obtaining meter readings at the shot 
points. 

Most of the helpers were natives of Alaska and came to 
the crew from local villages in the area. We find that most 
of the native boys are eager workers; and, of course, with
standing the weather is no problem for them. Besides th ei r 
regular duties, they always find time for a little tra pping 
and are ex perts on keeping the surveyors ' snow machines 
(Ski-Doos) running. 

With spring in the air, Party 91 will soon be shutting 
down for the spring breakup. We shall all be going to new 
ass ignments and taking vacations for the summer months. · 
We hope that everyone has a wonderful time thi s summer 
- and why not join one of our Alaskan crews next fall ? 
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down Western's line 
for 25 years 

T HE "25-YEAR CLUB" of Western Geophysical Com
pany now numbers 30 members, with Roscoe L. 

Sullivan and Joseph W. Thomas entering its ranks this 
spring. Both received their diamond- and ruby-studded 
25-Year Service Pins in the South , where both were born , 
where both started their Western careers, and where both 
are now working. 

Collins, Mississippi , was the birthplace of Roscoe L. 
(Sully) Sullivan, now party manager of Party V-1 in Bee
ville, Texas. When he was 3 years old, however, the Sulli
vans moved to Columbia, Mississippi, where the family 
lived on a farm and where, according to Sully, he had "an 
ordina ry childhood." 

"Sully is 'Western' all the way," says one of his long
time colleagues. Others describe him as a fine fellow -
good - loyal - dependable - hard working - tradi
tional Westerner - well respected by everyone - pleas
ant - polit.e. 

Th is greatly admired Westerner started to work for the 
Company April 28, 1945, as a gravity meter operator on 
Party G-2 in Brookhaven, Mississippi , not too long after 
his graduation from high school. Early in J 946 he was on 
one of the first offshore gravity crews. Sully recalls that at 
that time it was necessary to go down in a diving bell to 
read the gravity meter. Later that year he was transferred 
to Party 18, in Gulfport, Mississippi, as a surveyor trainee. 

During the six years that Sully was on Party 18 's survey 
crew he worked in the South and the Rocky Mountains. 

Party Manager R. L. (Sully ) Sullivan (center), ha ving just re
ce ive d his 25-Year Service Pin, re minisces with Ope.rations Man a
ger Charles Dick [ left I and Vice Preside nt Neal Cramer over the 
changes, p rogress, a nd growth of the Comp a n y during Sully's 25 
years with Western in the vice presid en t's office in Hous ton. 

His party chiefs then were Bruce Pack, now a supervisor, 
and Fred Di Giulio, manager of operations-Gulf and East 
Coasts. Also during this period , while he was in Havre, 
Montana, he met Van, a registered nurse from Williston, 
North Dakota. They were married on December 23, 1947. 

From Party 18 Sully went to P arty 21 as a surveyor, 
moving over Oklahoma and Texas. His party chiefs on 
this crew for 10 years were J. P. Denniston, now supervisor 
in Europe and Africa, and Neal P. Cramer, vice president
operations. As Sully's reputation as an excellent surveyor 
grew, so did Van's as an excellent cook. Neal still talks 
about Van's lemon pies, it is reported. 

After a yea r of permitting, Sully became a party man
ager , in 1962, of Party 32. Shortly thereafter this new 
party manager was transferred in the same capacity to 
Party Y-1, Western's first Yibroseis® system cr·ew, which 
job he still holds. Sully's present position as the party 
manager of a "short-term" crew calls upon his years of 
experience in planning and directing field crew activities. 
He continues to run his crew in the manner in which he 
surveyed - "very precise." 

Despite the years of work as a surveyor, Sully is an 
excellent mechanic and does a good job of keeping trucks, 
drills, and vibrators in the field. Learning much from his 
party chiefs as he "doodlebugged" in Mississippi , Florida, 
Alabama, Tennessee, Louisiana, Texas, Oklahoma, New 
Mexi.co, Colorado, Nebraska, Wyoming, and Montana, 
Sully runs a very efficient crew. On it there is no doubt 
who is "boss," but he is respected by all. 

Van and Sully have two daughters. Judy, 21, was mar
ried on August 23 (see page 24) to A A. Malatek and the 
following December received her B. S. degree in education 
from Southwest Texas State University. She is presently 
teaching junior high in Gonzales, Texas, and her husband 
is an employee of General Telephone. The second Sullivan 
daughter, Jill, is 18 and was graduated in May from Spring 
Woods High School in Houston. Jill plans to attend Texas 
Tech University in Lubbock, where she will major in home 
economics. 

Like many a Westerner, Sully enjoys hunting and fishing 
and, also like many a Westerner, adds "when there is 
time." As for most of the other sports, he enjoys them as 
a spectator. 

To "a great guy," a man of whom Westerners from top 
to bottom say " it is a pleasure to work with Sully," the 
PROFILE extends congratulations on his 25 years with the 
Company and hopes that this capable and efficient man 
will be with us many more pins. 

3 1 



Below-As Party 91 pauses during a camp move on the North 
Slope, ' Dozer Operator Emery Dowst (left) talks to Field Supe rvisor 
Roy Morris as Party Man ager W. A. [Bill J Kitchen seems to be 
coming after the photographer. Right-Chief Observer Ca l Williams 
steps out of Party 91 's recording unit after making a recording. 

on the dining room table is not all that bad. Also , one good 
thing about the weather is that it can change in a matter of 
hours . 

We completed the prospect in the Prudhoe Bay area in 
time to take in the holiday season. For the next prospect 

30 

Party 91 is drilling along the line on one of its North Slope 
prospects. The temperature is currentl y 33 degrees below zero! 

the equ ipm ent had to be ai r lifted. Tracks had to be taken 
off , under-carriages removed from the trailer , drill s masts 
removed , and the like so that the eq ui pment wou ld fit into 
the C 130 ai rcraft. All had to be reassembled after delivery. 
With sub-zero te mperatures , wind , and almost complete 
darkness , this was a very difficult and time-consuming 
operation. Even with the difficulties encountered, how
ever, Party 91 was ready to go to the fiel d by the middle 
of February. 

Chi ef Observer CALVIN WILLIAMS a nd Assistant Ob
server MARLIN RIDGE kept the cable-truck dr ivers, DAVID 
BERGSRUD and BARRY BR UNDAGE , and their crew busy. 
CAL sa id that we had to ge t plenty done tod ay because the 
wind would probably be blowing aga in tomorrow. Drillers 
BILL SANDERSON and DALE ANDERSON felt the same way 
and kep t plenty of shot points drilled ahead of the recorders. 

After a day in the fi eld , we could depend on our cook, 
Bos LITTLE, to have something good on the menu for 
dinner. Of course , we must give our field clerk, RALPH 
KNAPP, and expeditor, BILL EGGER, credi t for keeping 
those grocery orders, parts, mail , and the like coming and 
goi ng. 

Gravi ty Meter Operator RoY TEMPLE kept up wi th the 
rest of the crew in obtaining meter readings at the shot 
points. 

Most of the helpers were natives of Alaska and came to 
the crew from local villages in the area. We find that most 
of the native boys are eager workers; and, of course, with
standing the weather is no problem for them. Besides th ei r 
regular duties, they always find time for a little tra pping 
and are ex perts on keeping the surveyors ' snow machines 
(Ski-Doos) running. 

With spring in the air, Party 91 will soon be shutting 
down for the spring breakup. We shall all be going to new 
ass ignments and taking vacations for the summer months. · 
We hope that everyone has a wonderful time thi s summer 
- and why not join one of our Alaskan crews next fall ? 

WESTERN PRO FILE 

down Western's line 
for 25 years 

T HE "25-YEAR CLUB" of Western Geophysical Com
pany now numbers 30 members, with Roscoe L. 

Sullivan and Joseph W. Thomas entering its ranks this 
spring. Both received their diamond- and ruby-studded 
25-Year Service Pins in the South , where both were born , 
where both started their Western careers, and where both 
are now working. 

Collins, Mississippi , was the birthplace of Roscoe L. 
(Sully) Sullivan, now party manager of Party V-1 in Bee
ville, Texas. When he was 3 years old, however, the Sulli
vans moved to Columbia, Mississippi, where the family 
lived on a farm and where, according to Sully, he had "an 
ordina ry childhood." 

"Sully is 'Western' all the way," says one of his long
time colleagues. Others describe him as a fine fellow -
good - loyal - dependable - hard working - tradi
tional Westerner - well respected by everyone - pleas
ant - polit.e. 

Th is greatly admired Westerner started to work for the 
Company April 28, 1945, as a gravity meter operator on 
Party G-2 in Brookhaven, Mississippi , not too long after 
his graduation from high school. Early in J 946 he was on 
one of the first offshore gravity crews. Sully recalls that at 
that time it was necessary to go down in a diving bell to 
read the gravity meter. Later that year he was transferred 
to Party 18, in Gulfport, Mississippi, as a surveyor trainee. 

During the six years that Sully was on Party 18 's survey 
crew he worked in the South and the Rocky Mountains. 

Party Manager R. L. (Sully ) Sullivan (center), ha ving just re
ce ive d his 25-Year Service Pin, re minisces with Ope.rations Man a
ger Charles Dick [ left I and Vice Preside nt Neal Cramer over the 
changes, p rogress, a nd growth of the Comp a n y during Sully's 25 
years with Western in the vice presid en t's office in Hous ton. 

His party chiefs then were Bruce Pack, now a supervisor, 
and Fred Di Giulio, manager of operations-Gulf and East 
Coasts. Also during this period , while he was in Havre, 
Montana, he met Van, a registered nurse from Williston, 
North Dakota. They were married on December 23, 1947. 

From Party 18 Sully went to P arty 21 as a surveyor, 
moving over Oklahoma and Texas. His party chiefs on 
this crew for 10 years were J. P. Denniston, now supervisor 
in Europe and Africa, and Neal P. Cramer, vice president
operations. As Sully's reputation as an excellent surveyor 
grew, so did Van's as an excellent cook. Neal still talks 
about Van's lemon pies, it is reported. 

After a yea r of permitting, Sully became a party man
ager , in 1962, of Party 32. Shortly thereafter this new 
party manager was transferred in the same capacity to 
Party Y-1, Western's first Yibroseis® system cr·ew, which 
job he still holds. Sully's present position as the party 
manager of a "short-term" crew calls upon his years of 
experience in planning and directing field crew activities. 
He continues to run his crew in the manner in which he 
surveyed - "very precise." 

Despite the years of work as a surveyor, Sully is an 
excellent mechanic and does a good job of keeping trucks, 
drills, and vibrators in the field. Learning much from his 
party chiefs as he "doodlebugged" in Mississippi , Florida, 
Alabama, Tennessee, Louisiana, Texas, Oklahoma, New 
Mexi.co, Colorado, Nebraska, Wyoming, and Montana, 
Sully runs a very efficient crew. On it there is no doubt 
who is "boss," but he is respected by all. 

Van and Sully have two daughters. Judy, 21, was mar
ried on August 23 (see page 24) to A A. Malatek and the 
following December received her B. S. degree in education 
from Southwest Texas State University. She is presently 
teaching junior high in Gonzales, Texas, and her husband 
is an employee of General Telephone. The second Sullivan 
daughter, Jill, is 18 and was graduated in May from Spring 
Woods High School in Houston. Jill plans to attend Texas 
Tech University in Lubbock, where she will major in home 
economics. 

Like many a Westerner, Sully enjoys hunting and fishing 
and, also like many a Westerner, adds "when there is 
time." As for most of the other sports, he enjoys them as 
a spectator. 

To "a great guy," a man of whom Westerners from top 
to bottom say " it is a pleasure to work with Sully," the 
PROFILE extends congratulations on his 25 years with the 
Company and hopes that this capable and efficient man 
will be with us many more pins. 
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One state in the South, Louisiana, serves the 30th 25-
year man, J oseph W. Thomas, in all three categories. He 
was born in Winnsboro, was living in Natchez when he 
first entered Western's employ, and is now in Minden, 
where he is permit agent for Party 32. 

Joe is known as a fine, upstanding gentleman and right
fu lly enjoys the reputation of having always given a com
mendable performance in the various ass ignments that he 
has had. He is a loyal and faithful Westerner and has been 
an inspiration and a stabilizing influence to numerous 
young Westerners who may have had difficulties adapting 
to the gypsy life of the doodlebugger. 

Rearing a family on the "doodlebug trail" is not easy, 
but Joe and his wife of 35 years, Annola, helped each other 
over the rough spots and now can look back and Laugh 
about a Lot of things that did not seem amusing at the 
time. That they were successful in creating a happy home 
in spite of frequent moves and often the most primitive 
housing conditions is evidenced by the fact that thei r 
daughter Hazel chose to marry a "doodlebugger," Dalton 
Taylor. Also, their two sons, Joseph M. and Charles R ., 
both worked for Western at one time or another. Thus, the 
family is very defin itely Western oriented. 

Daughter Hazel says that new acquaintances find it 
hard to believe that she has been a Western doodlebugger 
longer than her chief observer husband - until she ex
plains that she started as a child and that she met Dalton 
when he was working on the same crew as her father. 
(Incidentally, Dalton's older brother, Monroe, is also 
a Westerner! A field supervisor in the South.) 

The Thomas' two sons left the trail, however. Joseph is 
employed by Westinghouse in Dallas, where his wife M ary 
works for Delta Airlines. Charles is with the FBI, and he 
and wife Donna have a new home in Indianapoli s, where 
she is a teacher. Joe and Annala also have two grandsons, 
R andy Taylor, age 13, and Joey Thomas, 6. 

Would you be lieve 10 blank p ictu res? Well , that is what happe ne d 
to the 10 ta ke n of Permit Agent Jo se ph W. Thoma s re ce iv ing hi s 
25-Year Service Pin in Minden , Lou isiana, from Supe rvisor Vern 
Wh itake r. Ve rn then returned to Midland, Texas, b efore the film 
w as p ro cessed . Thus, daughter Hazel got out th e family Pola roid 
camera, and we still have Joe , alon e but wearing hi s pin just a s 
pro udl y a nd ha ppil y a s he d id on the day Ve rn pinned it on h im. 

Keeping up with these two grandsons is Annola's main 
interest , and she loves to cook for them. Another of her 
loves is dogs; and she always has some little puppy around, 
taking care of it and finding it a good home. She and Joe 
have a Chihuahua named Mitzi, which not long ago had 
three puppies. Annala raised them on a bottle. Her hobby 
is sewing, and she makes all of her clothes. Joe's hobby? 
Well , everyone knows that he is an avid fisherman, that he 
always manages to wet a hook in some nearby lake or 
stream. 

Although Joe and Annala have a mobile home that they 
move around and live in on the trail , two years ago they 
purchased a house in Athens, Texas, one of the many 
places in which they dood lebugged for 25 years. They 
spend occasional weekends there working in the yard, and 
the Athens home is the gathering place for this Western 
family for special holidays, such as Christmas, and for 
vacations. 

Joe's official 25 th anniversary date is June 22, at wh ich 
time he completed 25 years of. service with Western. Pre
vious to 1945, however, he had a brief stint with the 
Company as a helper and assistant drill er on Party 13 be
fore he entered the army. On his return to Western he 
worked up to dri ller-mechanic over the years. Joe reca lls 
that when Party 38 originated in Milton, Florida, many 
years ago, he received his first dri ll truck , wh ich he called 
"ole 796." He and "ole 796" drilled together on Party 38 
for the next I 0 years! 

Trouble with his back made it necessary for Joe to give 
up drill ing, and he became a permit agent. His knowledge 
of farm people and conditions made permitting, as well as 
assisting survey crews, a natura l. Drilling and permitting 
have taken Joe to the states of Mississippi, Alabama, Lou
isiana, F lorida, Texas, Oklahoma, Ohio, New York , Vir
ginia, New Mexico, and Arkansas and to two foreign 
countries, the Spanish Sahara (office in the Canary Is
lands) and Australia. 

This last-mentioned assignment is one that was unique 
in Western history. The September 1964 WESTE RN PRO
FILE had a picture showing three generations of a Western 
fam ily about to board a plane in Shreveport, Louisiana, 
to go half way around the world to work. T he head of that 
fami ly was, of course, our veteran Joe. With him were 
wife Annola , daughter Hazel, son-i n-law Dalton , and 
grandson Randy. This picture and incident impressed 
many readers. Joe and Dalton (then an observer) were 
going in with the Company's first land crew on the "island 
continent," Party 96. While the men worked out in the 
bush, wife, daughter, and grandson Lived in Perth, Western 
Austra li a. 

Though the pa ths of the Thomases and Taylors on the 
doodlebug tra il separated after that, they are now tempo
rarily parallel, for Dalton is vacation-relieving on the crew 
fo r which his father- in-law is permit agent. 

To Joe, "a good, loyal Westerner, hard working and 
dependable," who with the help of his wife combined 
family and Western life so successfully that Western has 
become a family tradition, the PRoFrLE says congratula-· 
tions on your first 25 ; may you give many more years of 
your valuable service to our Company. 

WESTERN PROFILE 

ANCH ORAGE WESTERNERS MAKE CHANGES. Weddings , 
engagements , and moves have changed the lives of some 
Westerners in Anchorage, A laska, with Compu ter Johan Q. 
Stokstad tall ying the most changes . 

Ear ly in N ovember Jo han made the fo rmer Miss Stephanie 
Margaret Gi lso n, of Covina, Cali forn ia , Mrs. Stokstad as they 
excha nged wedding vows in a double-ring ceremony at Christ 
Luthera n Church in West Covina. Following a honeymoon 
1rip to Mexico Ci ty, the coup le made their home in Anchorage, 
where Johan has worked for Weste rn since September 1968 , 
unti l A pril. Then, tak ing the fe rry down part of t he way and 
driving the rest. the Stokstads moved to Housto n. Johan is 
next schedu led for ass ign ment to a Western crew in South 
America. A t that time the Stokstads probabl y will travel as 
they were when they met, via a ir. Stephanie was a stewardess 
fo r Western Airl ines a nd was work ing a fli ght to A nchorage, a 
flight o n which Johan was a passenger several months before 
they were married . 

Exped itor and C hie f Computer James E. Sallee returned to 
A laska early in March from Pangu itch , Utah, where he had 
been wi th Party 68. Upon arri vi ng in Anchorage, he reported 
immediately to th e North Slope - tak ing with him the deta ils 
of a rumored engage ment. A h, we ll, perhaps the sp ring th aw 
wi ll a lso melt the news fro m him fo r a future issue. 

One usua ll y thinks of lea rning typing as a h igh school 
student or. in some cities , junior high - but as a second 
grader? Yes, in Anchorage. Kathleen Sue Carpenter . who is a 
second-grade r, the daughter of Secreta ry D ebby Ca rpenter, is 
a member o( the Tom Thumb Montessori School typing class. 
Its students. who range in age from 7 to l I , meet a fter schoo l 
dail y for 45 minutes. 

T here are those who think that H awa ii is paradise, and the re 
are those who prefer Alaska. Cheryl Hovla nd , secretary in 

Western's Anchorage office, is one of the latter. In J anuary 
she moved from Anchorage to Hawaii to work and live; in 
April she returned to Anchorage and Western. Jn the interim 
she had acquired a lovely tan. 

LONDONER VISITS HOUSTON . Keith Pagram, programmer 
in the London digita l center, spent a little under two weeks in 
the Houston office to obta in first-hand knowledge of future 
projec ts, to observe the office at work, and, of course, to see 
the sights in and around H ouston . He th oroughl y enj oyed th e 
trip , but he see ms to have put on some weight due to the 
barbecued steaks th at he does not stop talking about. 

Our receptionist, Penny Moore, was the guest of Swissair 
this year on a trip to Tunisia. Whilst she was there, Penny 
vis ited Western's Tunis office. 

Wisia (pronounced Veesha) Potaczek, of set-up , made an 
exciting trip this Easte r to Po land for a I 0-day vacation visiting 
her relations. She enjoyed her trip , but it made her realize how 
lucky she is to be li ving in the West. Wisia remarked on how 
hard it was to come by food in Poland. "Well ," she said , "with 
a n appetite like mine I wou ld n't survive out there very long." 

Only one wedding this time - so congratu lations go to 
E laine H argreaves, of se t-up , who married D avid Taylor at 
St. Pauls Church , Rochd ale, Lanes, on M arch 2 1. The honey
moon was spen t in Pres tatyn, North Wales. 

Goodby and good luck wishes go to Joan Wates, set-up, 
who left us to join her husband in Libya. Last ly, we wou ld like 
to welcome Analyst Philip Chohan, who joi ned us April 9. 
That is all from the London office unti l next time. - Patsy 
Matthews. 

On e of the yo ungest me mbers of 
thi s unusuall y young typing class 
hos Western " conn e ct ion s." She is 
Kathleen Sue Carpe nter, a second 
grade r and daughter of Debby, 
Anchora ge, Alas ka . Kathleen is in 
the lowe r le ft corn er of the picture . 
Membe rs of thi s Tom Thumb Mon
tessori School typing class rang e in 
a ge from 7 to l l a nd meet a fter 
school every day for 45 minutes. 
How's thot for s ta rt ing the m young! 

33 



One state in the South, Louisiana, serves the 30th 25-
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stream. 

Although Joe and Annala have a mobile home that they 
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for the next I 0 years! 
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Though the pa ths of the Thomases and Taylors on the 
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WASHIN GTON BECKONS WESTERN O FF ICER. Carl Sav it, 
our vice pres ident for research and deve lopment , has left 
Housto n for Washington , D. C., where he has joined the White 
Ho use sta ff fo r a one-year period , wh ich began Ju ne 15. Ap
po inted as ass istan t for ea rth, marine, and atmospheric sciences 
to Dr. Lee DuBridge, science adviser to Presiden t Nixon, Carl 
will help fo rmulate our government's scienti fic policies. During 
his service he wil l be on leave of a bsence from Western. He, 
his wife Sand ra, and daughters Deborah and Judi th are making 
thei r home in the Washington area. - Linda Hauser. 

W ESTERNERS MOV E TO SYDNEY - A us tra lia, th a t is! 
Although there have been Westerners in Austral ia for qu ite a 
few years, the open ing o f a new da ta processin g center in 
Sydney in Feb ru ary bro ught some more, the key technical per 
sonnel, to Sydney. Many have been ment ioned in the feature 
about th is center and the new quarters for the A ustral ian fi eld 
operatio ns th at starts o n page 1, but we wish to give a bit o f 
perso nal news about a few. 

Joe Shive rs, manager of the ce nter, brought hi s wife and 
three children fro m H ousto n. T hey have a love ly home at St. 
Ives , which is a pproxi mately I 0 miles north of his office. 

P rog rammer Don Snyder, who ca me fro m Party T- 1 in Rio 
de Janeiro , Brazil, fo und an apartment overlook ing the beauti
ful Sydney harbor wi th a "bird 's-eye" view of the fa mous 
Opera House and Botanical Gardens. Don is hoping for some 
warm weather to t ry out the beach . 

A mong others w ho have settl ed in their new homes and are 
ready to attack the beaches are Geophys ical A nalys ts Benny 
Quintana, Walter Barksdale, and Soule Mellette and their 
fa milies . They all came from Shreveport , Louisia na. 

Computer Operations Manager Bob Malnory's wi fe Shi rley 
a rrived December 24 fro m the States, which p rompted Bob 
to exclaim, "T he best Christmas present I could have !" The 
Malnorys have a very comfor table apartment righ t o n the 
beach at Ba lmoral, which is about a 20-m inute dri ve to work 
for Bob. 

A later arrival from the States is Marie Steil. M a rie and her 
husband Elmore sa iled from Los A ngeles February 8 fo r her 
home land and reached Sydney on February 26, a Thursday. 
Marie took up her work with us the fo llow ing Monday, She 

Below - It is Wes tern of Canada moving day in Calgary, but work 
must go on a s usual. The furniture has been taken away lo the new 
building, and so Supervisor Jock T. Coull (left picture) and Vice 
President and Manager of Operations J, Warner Loven ( right pic
tu re) carry on business without the a id of desks. Right - Company 
Secreta ry and Billing Sup ervisor George J a kubowski settled into 
his new office with the a ssista nce of his w ife Mary. It might be 
a dded that Georg e had the cleanest windows in the whole building. 

When Wes te rn of Canada mov ed to its new facility , in Calga ry, Al 
berta, in March, eve n the tra cked veh icles took part in th e move. 
Here Shop Foreman Bob McKa y (on floor) and Mechan ic Mog ens 
Han sen unloa d ports tra nsported from the old shop to th e new one. 

and E lmore are in the process of look ing for an apart ment. 
By the time this is read , one of our keypunch operators, 

Clarissa Brown, wil l have changed her name. She has an
nounced her forth coming marri age to Ro bin Passma n. (The 
wedding took place April 10 .) - Jan R uf} and Marie Steil. 

MARCH 9, 1970, MARKED another moving day for Western 
- this time Western of Canada in Calgary , A lberta. Prior to 
this date we were spread out all over town, with two separate 
interp reta ti ve offices , the accounting and payroll sec tions in 
another buildi ng, separate storage and warehouse bui lding, and 
our vehicles parked at several different locatio ns, due to lack 
o f office , shop, and yard space at our head office . 

Now, in a beautiful new bui lding, we all a re together and 
have "room to brea the. " The shop area and instrument lab are 
fo ur times la rger than in the old building. We have a yard 
where all of our veh icles can be parked and storage space fo r 
parts, and everyo ne has a place to "hang his h at. " 

Mov ing day was hectic , as all moving days are. Trucks were 
goin g back and fo rth all day , and it was quite a chore pl acing 
eve rything in the new bui lding where it would be conve nient 

to loca te. A ll went as smoothl y as could be expected , however. 
We are ge tting se ttl ed, graduall y. There is stil l a lot to be 

done - landscaping, pavi ng the parking lot, stuccoing the 
outside of the building, install ing cu rtains, and the like. We 
are all very happy with our new faci lities , and the building is 
so mething to boast about and show off with pride. 

O ur offi cial Open House will be held in the m iddle of Ju ne, 
and all Wes terners a re cordi ally invi ted. We shall report on 
this ga la affair in the F all WESTE RN PROFILE . 

I ncidenta lly, fo r anyone comi ng to Calgary or wishing to 
write to us, our new address is 530 - 7J st A venue. S.E. , (P .O. 
Box 5250, Station "A "), Calgary 9, Alberta . - Sharon L. 
Burdick . 

NEWS IS SCARC E from the H ouston offices this time. The 
boys have a softball team organized and are off to a winning 
star t. Competition, however, is expected to be keen ; so it will 
take some luck a long with ha rd work to maintain this lead . 

Co ngratu lations to Mr. and Mrs. J . P . Henderson, both 
Western emp loyees who were married on March 2 1. The wed
di ng ceremony was performed by th e Reverend Alfred Raye 
at St. Jerome's Catholic C hurch. John is a playback tec hni 
cian, and Sue is an accountan t clerk. T hey both plan to con
ti nue their college ed ucation at the U niversity of H ouston, as 
weIJ as their careers with Wes tern . 

A llen Nettles, of Houston playback, and wife D ianne are 
the ha ppy parents of Sonya Kay, born February 21 and weigh
ing in at 8 pounds 7 ounces . 

The V. C. (Vic) Boyd fam ily was del ighted with the arr ival 
of Sarah E llen on February 7. She will be lucky to have older 
sister Megan to assist when brothers Robert and Victor III 
decide to join fo rces aga inst her in the foreseeab le future . H er 
fa ther is manage r of o peratio ns, South A merica. 

T he arrival of P aul Renee Shoup on Apri l 26 brought joy to 
two Wes tern fam ilies - parents Mike and Betty welcoming 
their fi rst child and grand parents Supervisor G eorge and Mary 
Elizabeth Shoup, who are especially delighted with their first 
little granddaugh ter. (They have three grandsons, chi ldren of 
daughte r Nancy and P at Mann, who live in Bay town, Texas, 
all o f whom will adore hav ing a litt le girl in the fam ily). -
Flo Schmidt. 

SUMM ER 1970 

Left-A th ird-generation Weste rne r is proudly dis pla yed by gra ndpa rents 
a nd parents, from th e right : Supe rvi sor Geo rge a nd Mary Elizabe th Sho up, 
li ttl e Paula Renee, and Betty and Compute r Mike Shoup, a ll of Ho uston . 
Center-Sonya Kay, daughte r of Dianne and Alla n Nettl es, Houston p lay
back, was born Feb ruary 2 1. Right- The family of V.C. I Viel Boyd , ma n
ager of operations-South America , and wife Shirle y inueased by one thi s 
win ter wi th the bi rth of Sarah Elle n on Februa ry 7 in Housto n. The Boyd 
childre n are, from the left : Victor, Ill , Sarah Ellen, Robert, and Megan. 

PARTY MANAGE R W. C. (Bi ll ) F rost, wife Dorothy, son Eddie, 
and daugh ter Jackie joined Part y 34 las t September in Sidney, 
Montana, to take over the crew. Apartments were scarce in 
Sid ney; so the Frosts bought a mob ile home. 

A Christmas party was held for the chi ldren on the c rew the 
Saturday before C hristmas. G ames were played , the children 
exchanged gifts, and punch and cookies were enjoyed by a ll. 

A baby shower was given for Linda Lewis, wife of Assistant 
Observer Robert (Lou ie) Lewis. They are now the proud 
pa rents of a son , David . The Lewis fami ly has gone to Party 
21 in Texas. 

Since las t report ing, we have made two moves. O ne short 
one of I 0 mi les to Sidney from Fairview, Montana, when the 
crew moved out of the camp job. Then a long move to R aw
lins, Wyomi ng, fo llowed just a fter C hristmas. On arrival in 
Rawlins, the crew did a spike job at Riverton, Wyoming, which 
the men did not mind too much because the weather was 
warmer there than in Rawlins. In February Party 34 started 
o ne of the three prospects that they have been working out of 
Rawlins. As of reporti ng date the crew is waiting and hoping 
one of the prospects will dry up so that th ey will be ab le to go 
back to work after bei ng off for two weeks now. It should not 
take long because of the way the wi nd blows in W yoming. 

A baby shower was given for Vangie Casaus, wife of D ri ll er 
Ramon Casaus. They are hoping for a boy since they have six 
gir ls. - G ladys K opp and Donna Olson. 

NEWS FROM WESTERN RETIREE Dawson V. (Sl im) Ewert te lls 
of the marriage of Bill , the son of Slim and the late Azi le 
(Penner) Ewert, who also was once a Western empl oyee . Bill 
was married to T wil a Albri tton in her home town, North Fork, 
Cal ifornia, on May 2. The young couple is living in Compton, 
Cali fornia, where Bill h as been employed fo r some ti me. 

As for Slim, in February he sold his place in Madera, Cali 
fornia , where the Ewerts lived followi ng the retirement of the 
long-time Westerner on December 3 1, 1965 . Two days after 
his son 's wedding, Slim left fo r Nebraska, his native state , to 
spend the summer. As he wants to keep in touch with his many 
Western fr iends, he sent a change of add ress so th at he wi ll 
receive the WESTERN PROFILE in Nebraska. 
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WASHIN GTON BECKONS WESTERN O FF ICER. Carl Sav it, 
our vice pres ident for research and deve lopment , has left 
Housto n for Washington , D. C., where he has joined the White 
Ho use sta ff fo r a one-year period , wh ich began Ju ne 15. Ap
po inted as ass istan t for ea rth, marine, and atmospheric sciences 
to Dr. Lee DuBridge, science adviser to Presiden t Nixon, Carl 
will help fo rmulate our government's scienti fic policies. During 
his service he wil l be on leave of a bsence from Western. He, 
his wife Sand ra, and daughters Deborah and Judi th are making 
thei r home in the Washington area. - Linda Hauser. 

W ESTERNERS MOV E TO SYDNEY - A us tra lia, th a t is! 
Although there have been Westerners in Austral ia for qu ite a 
few years, the open ing o f a new da ta processin g center in 
Sydney in Feb ru ary bro ught some more, the key technical per 
sonnel, to Sydney. Many have been ment ioned in the feature 
about th is center and the new quarters for the A ustral ian fi eld 
operatio ns th at starts o n page 1, but we wish to give a bit o f 
perso nal news about a few. 

Joe Shive rs, manager of the ce nter, brought hi s wife and 
three children fro m H ousto n. T hey have a love ly home at St. 
Ives , which is a pproxi mately I 0 miles north of his office. 

P rog rammer Don Snyder, who ca me fro m Party T- 1 in Rio 
de Janeiro , Brazil, fo und an apartment overlook ing the beauti
ful Sydney harbor wi th a "bird 's-eye" view of the fa mous 
Opera House and Botanical Gardens. Don is hoping for some 
warm weather to t ry out the beach . 

A mong others w ho have settl ed in their new homes and are 
ready to attack the beaches are Geophys ical A nalys ts Benny 
Quintana, Walter Barksdale, and Soule Mellette and their 
fa milies . They all came from Shreveport , Louisia na. 

Computer Operations Manager Bob Malnory's wi fe Shi rley 
a rrived December 24 fro m the States, which p rompted Bob 
to exclaim, "T he best Christmas present I could have !" The 
Malnorys have a very comfor table apartment righ t o n the 
beach at Ba lmoral, which is about a 20-m inute dri ve to work 
for Bob. 

A later arrival from the States is Marie Steil. M a rie and her 
husband Elmore sa iled from Los A ngeles February 8 fo r her 
home land and reached Sydney on February 26, a Thursday. 
Marie took up her work with us the fo llow ing Monday, She 

Below - It is Wes tern of Canada moving day in Calgary, but work 
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done - landscaping, pavi ng the parking lot, stuccoing the 
outside of the building, install ing cu rtains, and the like. We 
are all very happy with our new faci lities , and the building is 
so mething to boast about and show off with pride. 

O ur offi cial Open House will be held in the m iddle of Ju ne, 
and all Wes terners a re cordi ally invi ted. We shall report on 
this ga la affair in the F all WESTE RN PROFILE . 
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their fi rst child and grand parents Supervisor G eorge and Mary 
Elizabeth Shoup, who are especially delighted with their first 
little granddaugh ter. (They have three grandsons, chi ldren of 
daughte r Nancy and P at Mann, who live in Bay town, Texas, 
all o f whom will adore hav ing a litt le girl in the fam ily). -
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PARTY MANAGE R W. C. (Bi ll ) F rost, wife Dorothy, son Eddie, 
and daugh ter Jackie joined Part y 34 las t September in Sidney, 
Montana, to take over the crew. Apartments were scarce in 
Sid ney; so the Frosts bought a mob ile home. 

A Christmas party was held for the chi ldren on the c rew the 
Saturday before C hristmas. G ames were played , the children 
exchanged gifts, and punch and cookies were enjoyed by a ll. 

A baby shower was given for Linda Lewis, wife of Assistant 
Observer Robert (Lou ie) Lewis. They are now the proud 
pa rents of a son , David . The Lewis fami ly has gone to Party 
21 in Texas. 

Since las t report ing, we have made two moves. O ne short 
one of I 0 mi les to Sidney from Fairview, Montana, when the 
crew moved out of the camp job. Then a long move to R aw
lins, Wyomi ng, fo llowed just a fter C hristmas. On arrival in 
Rawlins, the crew did a spike job at Riverton, Wyoming, which 
the men did not mind too much because the weather was 
warmer there than in Rawlins. In February Party 34 started 
o ne of the three prospects that they have been working out of 
Rawlins. As of reporti ng date the crew is waiting and hoping 
one of the prospects will dry up so that th ey will be ab le to go 
back to work after bei ng off for two weeks now. It should not 
take long because of the way the wi nd blows in W yoming. 

A baby shower was given for Vangie Casaus, wife of D ri ll er 
Ramon Casaus. They are hoping for a boy since they have six 
gir ls. - G ladys K opp and Donna Olson. 

NEWS FROM WESTERN RETIREE Dawson V. (Sl im) Ewert te lls 
of the marriage of Bill , the son of Slim and the late Azi le 
(Penner) Ewert, who also was once a Western empl oyee . Bill 
was married to T wil a Albri tton in her home town, North Fork, 
Cal ifornia, on May 2. The young couple is living in Compton, 
Cali fornia, where Bill h as been employed fo r some ti me. 

As for Slim, in February he sold his place in Madera, Cali 
fornia , where the Ewerts lived followi ng the retirement of the 
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Party 66 had a Safety Dinner in Powell, Wyoming, on March 27. 
Above - Jug-truck Drivers Earl Claudson (from the left) and Tom 
Bird and Driller Leonard Ulledah l and wife Sandy. Right - Helper 
Alfred Campbell (from the left), Permit Agent John Hix and wife 
Totsy, Della (Mrs. James 0 . ) Goodgame, Driller-Mechanic Bill Grie
be l and wife Kathy , Louise Johanson, and Surveyor Lyle Jo hanson . 

A WEDDING BRINGS A SHOWER. Don Stanwaity, drill help
er on Party 66, and Geri Stahn were married on February 21 
in Powell , Wyoming. A couple of weeks later, Totsy (Mrs. 
John) Hix and Judy (Mrs. Tom) Miller hosted a coffee and 
kitchen shower for the new bride, at which she met most of 
the wives of Party 66. Those attending the shower were : Della 
(Mrs. J . 0.) Goodgame, Pauline (Mrs. R. L.) Roberts, Loretta 
(Mrs. A. A.) Campbell , Carol (Mrs. John) Krook, Sandra (Mrs. 
Leonard) Ulledahl , and Joan (Mrs. D. L.) Nading. 

Party 66 welcomes Lyle Johanson, surveyor, and fami ly to 
big, wonderful Powell . Lyle is a former North Dakotan , having 
worked in the surrounding area for the past 15 years with a 
major oil company. The Johansons experienced some of Wy
oming's strong winds while making the move from Bowman, 
North Dakota , to Powell. 

Party 66 was honored with the presence of Western Safety 
Director Chet Hale and wife Evelyn. They drove to Powell 
from Houston to attend our Safety D inner on March 27. Chet 
personall y congratulated the men of the crew for their safety 
consciousness. Proud of their achievement, everyone enjoyed 
the evening. - Tom Miller. 
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Blair, Clare A . 
Boone, William E. 
Brown, Jerald L. 
Brown, Michael 
Cameron , Norman A . 
Castleberry, D onald E . 
Chatoor, Winston ]. 
Dunn, Joseph A . 
Dunstall , Bryan A. 
East, Keith T . 
Evans, John T. 
Flanders, Judith G. 
Fleniken, R. T erry 
Fowler, Richard W. 
French, James B., III 
Garrett , Charles W. 
H all , Richard T. 

THE SEMELI SS HAVE A BOY! Wade Alan joined the three 
daughters of Herman and Irma Semel iss on April 15 in Port
land , Oregon, to round out the Semeliss crew. When he was 
born, the son of this Alaska supervisor and his wife weighed 
7 pounds . 

TENSE MOM ENTS ENSUED in the Arabian Gulf when a tele
gram (in Spanish) was received by the Bahrain office announc
ing the birth of Orlando Ricardo Lopez Mesa. The happy 
father, Assistant Observer Claudio Lopez, a long-time Western 
employee, was at sea on the M/ V Jackson Creek with Party 
74. As Party Managers Doug Scarborough and Paul Cooper 
tried passing the information to the vessel by radio with pho
netic spelling, "R for Romeo" and the like. Paul fin ally came 
across with his rusty Spanish , saying, "Esto Es Un Nino. It's a 
boy!" - Doug Scarborough. 

H andel, Arthur E, 
Harris, Adrian R. 
Hart, Carl J . 
Heitcamp, Clifford H . 
Henderson, John P., Jr. 
Hix, John 0 . 
Hunter, Michael W. 

*Isgrigg, Ri chard 0. 
Ivan itz, John M . 
Jones, D aniel R. 
Jordan, Harold W . 
Kiernan , John H. 
King, Cynthia S. 
Kingshott, David J. 
Landers, Harold L. 
Meyer, Loetta F. 
Moxley, Rosemary 

Norris, John A. 
Parker, Marion L. 
Peacock, Gerald W. 
Price, Ronald W. 
Reed, Johnie L. 

•:•Rei lly, Edward C. 
*Russell , Anthony 

Sherrod, Johnny R. 
Singh , Bakhshish 
Skinner, Floyd C. 
Smi th , Barbara I. 
Stringer, Jewel H. 
Swearingin , John T . 
Tatum, James L. 
Wi ley, Jackie W. 
Wil l iams, James A . 
Zaa l, Jan 
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36 YEARS 
Crosb)', Russell T. 

* Planck, G. E. 

34 YEARS 
•:• J\[oll ere, John C. 

Strange, Booth B. 

33 YEARS 
Adams, John A. 

29 YEARS 
Ross, \ '<fa lter T . 
Shoup, George ]. 

28 YEARS 
Hale, Margaret E. 
Wardell, Richard H . 

27 YEARS 
Buschmihle, Joe E. 

26 YEARS 
Maroney, Thomas P. 

25 YEARS 
Su lli van. Roscoe L. 

24 YEARS 
Bernhard t, D on A. 

(• Brooks, \'<filliam T. 
Whitt , Rayburn H. 

23 YEARS 
•:• Eager, Margaret 

l\!ai nes, John ]. 

22 YEARS 
Browder, \'{falter C. 
Dingman, M. Howard 
Hanson, Ernest E. 

•:• Lam mert. John F. 
l\[arti n. Cha rles E. 
Rosser, Bill A . 

*Slaven, Thomas L. 
W illiams, C. Q . 

21 YEARS 
Anderson, Cl arence N. 
D avid , Vernon B. 
G rant, H enry L. 
Nicholls. C. W . 

*lnterr11ptec/ Sen·ice 
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*Sebastian, Charles F., Jr. 

20 YEARS 
•:•Brick, Larr)' 
•:•Pescina, l\Cario 

Richard. Carl R. 
Schuller, J erome A. 
Scott, Robert D . 

19 YEARS 
*Bates, Gran t P . 

D ees, J ames A. 
•:• Kopper, Stanl ey 
::: Larrabee, H arry C. 

Loven , ]. Warner 

18 YEARS 
Boyd, V ictor C. 
D enniston, James P . 
Ross, William F. 

17 YEARS 
* Baird, James K. 

Brown. William R. 
Clingan, John E. 

•:•Johnston , D avid 
•!• Letourneau , D elor A . 

McClure, Roy ]. 
Nelson, \Xl illiam C. 

'''Semel iss, Herman A. 
'''Templer, Eual L. 
''' \Xl es t, Arnold W . 

16 YEARS 
'''Brannon. VJ/ . G . 

Clapsadd le, Darrell 
•:• Hanna , Ll oyd G . 

Lane, Willie G. 
Tobin, Charles J . 

15 YEARS 
•:• David, William E . 
''' Larson , Cecil M . 

Rubino, Corrado 

14 YEARS 
Frommeyer, \Xl illiam P . 

•:•Gregor)', E . D. 
•:• Henry, James L. 
''' Hl asta la, John B. 

Lin ford. Russell ]. 
Litchenberg, Jack B. 
Livesey, John 

12 YEARS 
'''Carl isl e. Mel vin W . 

f reton, Roy R. 
l\larton , Robert ]. 

•:• Reeves. William H . 

Swi nt, Donal Dean 
Wal z, William J . 

•:•Wi lson, George L. 

11 YEARS 
Banzi, Gino 

''' Goud)' , Bill R . 
Sherman. Robert P . 

(•Taylor, Franklin D. 

10 YEARS 
"'l, eonard, Fred 0. 

Zowie, Richard L. 

9 YEA RS 
Blue, D onald l\f. 

*Boudreaux, l\ l ilton 
(• Clarkson , Dan K . 

D owdy, Lawrence 
*D owst, Emery E. 

l\lerten, Fred A . 
*Shoup , G. M . 

Vorpagel , George A. 

8 YEARS 
*Casertano, Carlo 
*Crawford, Elber t W. 

Fontana, Rien zo 
Griebel , William C. 
Kub ik, James ]. 
l\[alagutti , Ma rio 
Moseman. Wayne A. 

7 YEA RS 
Croci , l\ [ariangela 
Fiongos, Kosta J . 

'''Jones, Jerry D . 
Palacino, G aetano 
Pivanti , Carlo 

* Russ, Robert L. 
''' Wall , Charles L. 

6 YEARS 
Bowling, James H. 
Chambers. Ronald E. 

'''Dunwoody, Kenn eth 
'''G reen, Jack 
*Leavitt, Keith A. 

Leleaux. Ri chard A . 
Powell , G . W. B. 

* Ru ssell , Ju li an C. 
Su tel i ffe . Donal cl 

'' \Xlitforcl , Jeffrey A . 

5 YEA RS 
Bivin , David D . 

'''Broussa rd , Mi l ton ]. 
•:•Clark. E . Wood)' , III 
''' Cole, Patrick ]. 

D i Francesco, Ri ccardo 
Foster, Col in J . 

Goodman, D avi d W. 
H ebberd , H arry C. 
Kirkpatrick, R. B. 

* Kl ein, Michael V . 
Kolozs, Bo)'cl 

''' Lloyd, Guy 
l\ lacRae. Hilton 
l\lalin, Steve 

':' l\lootry, James W. 
Pagram, Gail 

::: Posten S G 
Richard s, . Al~n J . 
Small, Kenneth L. 
Sutherland, J ohn H . 

4 YEARS 
Arndt. D av id E. 

*Bingham, Ronald D . 
Bishop, Steve D. 

*Chun , Joong Hee 
Creel, Norma n J . 

*Cross, M arie 
Dorsey, Richard W. 
Gannon, R ichard W . 

''' Haclfo rcl , Jeff ]. 
Hall , Cooper E. 
H earon, V . P. 

*K imble. David 1. 
Lonsdale, G eoffrey F. 
Sa ll ee, James E. 
Sanchez-Flores, Erwin 

•:•Scheffler, Arthur 0 . 
Schulstad, John L. 
Sni der, John E. 
Will iams, Rober t K . 

'''Wooda ll , James F. 

3 YEARS 
Adams, Robert E. 
Bishop, Edward J. 
Curd , Jesse 

•:• Dawson, S)' lv ia 
':' Delorme, Lya ll 

Edwards , Anthony J . 
Eubanks, T. W ., Jr. 
Fish , Richard S. 
Gebauer, Kl aus 

* H ines, Donald L. 
H ood. Gerald G. 
Jakobs, Dietmar 

'''Jones, D ouglas D . 
Kudrna, Antonin J . 

•:•Lac har ite, Gerald ]. 
Lind , Harry W. 

*Lindon, Elsie 
Massey, D erek L. 
.l\lcLean, Andrew 
Mitchell, Les! ie 
1\(oore, Val e ri e 

•:•Mu nd ay , Sh irley 
*O 'H alloran , Eugene 

Partin . Harold 0 . 
Rachal, Willard G. 
Reid , K eith D . 
Risbud , Indu 
Rogers, Joe E . 

* Sannerucl , l\farcus fl . 
Simmons. Loui s S. 
Smith, Jan 
Snyder, D onald C. 
Swaroop. Brahma N. 

•:•Thomas, Albert L. 
Trimble. Thomas N. 

'''Wil li ams , Ronald D . 
\'{f ise. H enry 
Wood, Brian 

2 YEARS 
An derson, D avid L. 
Archer, Dianna F. 
Arvanitopo ulos. A . l\f. 
Ball ow, Leonard L. 
Bickham. Ronn ie N. 
Black. John W . 
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Party 66 had a Safety Dinner in Powell, Wyoming, on March 27. 
Above - Jug-truck Drivers Earl Claudson (from the left) and Tom 
Bird and Driller Leonard Ulledah l and wife Sandy. Right - Helper 
Alfred Campbell (from the left), Permit Agent John Hix and wife 
Totsy, Della (Mrs. James 0 . ) Goodgame, Driller-Mechanic Bill Grie
be l and wife Kathy , Louise Johanson, and Surveyor Lyle Jo hanson . 

A WEDDING BRINGS A SHOWER. Don Stanwaity, drill help
er on Party 66, and Geri Stahn were married on February 21 
in Powell , Wyoming. A couple of weeks later, Totsy (Mrs. 
John) Hix and Judy (Mrs. Tom) Miller hosted a coffee and 
kitchen shower for the new bride, at which she met most of 
the wives of Party 66. Those attending the shower were : Della 
(Mrs. J . 0.) Goodgame, Pauline (Mrs. R. L.) Roberts, Loretta 
(Mrs. A. A.) Campbell , Carol (Mrs. John) Krook, Sandra (Mrs. 
Leonard) Ulledahl , and Joan (Mrs. D. L.) Nading. 

Party 66 welcomes Lyle Johanson, surveyor, and fami ly to 
big, wonderful Powell . Lyle is a former North Dakotan , having 
worked in the surrounding area for the past 15 years with a 
major oil company. The Johansons experienced some of Wy
oming's strong winds while making the move from Bowman, 
North Dakota , to Powell. 

Party 66 was honored with the presence of Western Safety 
Director Chet Hale and wife Evelyn. They drove to Powell 
from Houston to attend our Safety D inner on March 27. Chet 
personall y congratulated the men of the crew for their safety 
consciousness. Proud of their achievement, everyone enjoyed 
the evening. - Tom Miller. 
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Blair, Clare A . 
Boone, William E. 
Brown, Jerald L. 
Brown, Michael 
Cameron , Norman A . 
Castleberry, D onald E . 
Chatoor, Winston ]. 
Dunn, Joseph A . 
Dunstall , Bryan A. 
East, Keith T . 
Evans, John T. 
Flanders, Judith G. 
Fleniken, R. T erry 
Fowler, Richard W. 
French, James B., III 
Garrett , Charles W. 
H all , Richard T. 

THE SEMELI SS HAVE A BOY! Wade Alan joined the three 
daughters of Herman and Irma Semel iss on April 15 in Port
land , Oregon, to round out the Semeliss crew. When he was 
born, the son of this Alaska supervisor and his wife weighed 
7 pounds . 

TENSE MOM ENTS ENSUED in the Arabian Gulf when a tele
gram (in Spanish) was received by the Bahrain office announc
ing the birth of Orlando Ricardo Lopez Mesa. The happy 
father, Assistant Observer Claudio Lopez, a long-time Western 
employee, was at sea on the M/ V Jackson Creek with Party 
74. As Party Managers Doug Scarborough and Paul Cooper 
tried passing the information to the vessel by radio with pho
netic spelling, "R for Romeo" and the like. Paul fin ally came 
across with his rusty Spanish , saying, "Esto Es Un Nino. It's a 
boy!" - Doug Scarborough. 

H andel, Arthur E, 
Harris, Adrian R. 
Hart, Carl J . 
Heitcamp, Clifford H . 
Henderson, John P., Jr. 
Hix, John 0 . 
Hunter, Michael W. 

*Isgrigg, Ri chard 0. 
Ivan itz, John M . 
Jones, D aniel R. 
Jordan, Harold W . 
Kiernan , John H. 
King, Cynthia S. 
Kingshott, David J. 
Landers, Harold L. 
Meyer, Loetta F. 
Moxley, Rosemary 

Norris, John A. 
Parker, Marion L. 
Peacock, Gerald W. 
Price, Ronald W. 
Reed, Johnie L. 

•:•Rei lly, Edward C. 
*Russell , Anthony 

Sherrod, Johnny R. 
Singh , Bakhshish 
Skinner, Floyd C. 
Smi th , Barbara I. 
Stringer, Jewel H. 
Swearingin , John T . 
Tatum, James L. 
Wi ley, Jackie W. 
Wil l iams, James A . 
Zaa l, Jan 

WESTERN PROFI LE 

36 YEARS 
Crosb)', Russell T. 

* Planck, G. E. 

34 YEARS 
•:• J\[oll ere, John C. 

Strange, Booth B. 

33 YEARS 
Adams, John A. 

29 YEARS 
Ross, \ '<fa lter T . 
Shoup, George ]. 

28 YEARS 
Hale, Margaret E. 
Wardell, Richard H . 

27 YEARS 
Buschmihle, Joe E. 

26 YEARS 
Maroney, Thomas P. 

25 YEARS 
Su lli van. Roscoe L. 

24 YEARS 
Bernhard t, D on A. 

(• Brooks, \'<filliam T. 
Whitt , Rayburn H. 

23 YEARS 
•:• Eager, Margaret 

l\!ai nes, John ]. 

22 YEARS 
Browder, \'{falter C. 
Dingman, M. Howard 
Hanson, Ernest E. 

•:• Lam mert. John F. 
l\[arti n. Cha rles E. 
Rosser, Bill A . 

*Slaven, Thomas L. 
W illiams, C. Q . 

21 YEARS 
Anderson, Cl arence N. 
D avid , Vernon B. 
G rant, H enry L. 
Nicholls. C. W . 

*lnterr11ptec/ Sen·ice 
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*Sebastian, Charles F., Jr. 

20 YEARS 
•:•Brick, Larr)' 
•:•Pescina, l\Cario 

Richard. Carl R. 
Schuller, J erome A. 
Scott, Robert D . 

19 YEARS 
*Bates, Gran t P . 

D ees, J ames A. 
•:• Kopper, Stanl ey 
::: Larrabee, H arry C. 

Loven , ]. Warner 

18 YEARS 
Boyd, V ictor C. 
D enniston, James P . 
Ross, William F. 

17 YEARS 
* Baird, James K. 

Brown. William R. 
Clingan, John E. 

•:•Johnston , D avid 
•!• Letourneau , D elor A . 

McClure, Roy ]. 
Nelson, \Xl illiam C. 

'''Semel iss, Herman A. 
'''Templer, Eual L. 
''' \Xl es t, Arnold W . 

16 YEARS 
'''Brannon. VJ/ . G . 

Clapsadd le, Darrell 
•:• Hanna , Ll oyd G . 

Lane, Willie G. 
Tobin, Charles J . 

15 YEARS 
•:• David, William E . 
''' Larson , Cecil M . 

Rubino, Corrado 

14 YEARS 
Frommeyer, \Xl illiam P . 

•:•Gregor)', E . D. 
•:• Henry, James L. 
''' Hl asta la, John B. 

Lin ford. Russell ]. 
Litchenberg, Jack B. 
Livesey, John 

12 YEARS 
'''Carl isl e. Mel vin W . 

f reton, Roy R. 
l\larton , Robert ]. 

•:• Reeves. William H . 

Swi nt, Donal Dean 
Wal z, William J . 

•:•Wi lson, George L. 

11 YEARS 
Banzi, Gino 

''' Goud)' , Bill R . 
Sherman. Robert P . 

(•Taylor, Franklin D. 

10 YEARS 
"'l, eonard, Fred 0. 

Zowie, Richard L. 

9 YEA RS 
Blue, D onald l\f. 

*Boudreaux, l\ l ilton 
(• Clarkson , Dan K . 

D owdy, Lawrence 
*D owst, Emery E. 

l\lerten, Fred A . 
*Shoup , G. M . 

Vorpagel , George A. 

8 YEARS 
*Casertano, Carlo 
*Crawford, Elber t W. 

Fontana, Rien zo 
Griebel , William C. 
Kub ik, James ]. 
l\[alagutti , Ma rio 
Moseman. Wayne A. 

7 YEA RS 
Croci , l\ [ariangela 
Fiongos, Kosta J . 

'''Jones, Jerry D . 
Palacino, G aetano 
Pivanti , Carlo 

* Russ, Robert L. 
''' Wall , Charles L. 

6 YEARS 
Bowling, James H. 
Chambers. Ronald E. 

'''Dunwoody, Kenn eth 
'''G reen, Jack 
*Leavitt, Keith A. 

Leleaux. Ri chard A . 
Powell , G . W. B. 

* Ru ssell , Ju li an C. 
Su tel i ffe . Donal cl 

'' \Xlitforcl , Jeffrey A . 

5 YEA RS 
Bivin , David D . 

'''Broussa rd , Mi l ton ]. 
•:•Clark. E . Wood)' , III 
''' Cole, Patrick ]. 

D i Francesco, Ri ccardo 
Foster, Col in J . 

Goodman, D avi d W. 
H ebberd , H arry C. 
Kirkpatrick, R. B. 

* Kl ein, Michael V . 
Kolozs, Bo)'cl 

''' Lloyd, Guy 
l\ lacRae. Hilton 
l\lalin, Steve 

':' l\lootry, James W. 
Pagram, Gail 

::: Posten S G 
Richard s, . Al~n J . 
Small, Kenneth L. 
Sutherland, J ohn H . 

4 YEARS 
Arndt. D av id E. 

*Bingham, Ronald D . 
Bishop, Steve D. 

*Chun , Joong Hee 
Creel, Norma n J . 

*Cross, M arie 
Dorsey, Richard W. 
Gannon, R ichard W . 

''' Haclfo rcl , Jeff ]. 
Hall , Cooper E. 
H earon, V . P. 

*K imble. David 1. 
Lonsdale, G eoffrey F. 
Sa ll ee, James E. 
Sanchez-Flores, Erwin 

•:•Scheffler, Arthur 0 . 
Schulstad, John L. 
Sni der, John E. 
Will iams, Rober t K . 

'''Wooda ll , James F. 

3 YEARS 
Adams, Robert E. 
Bishop, Edward J. 
Curd , Jesse 

•:• Dawson, S)' lv ia 
':' Delorme, Lya ll 

Edwards , Anthony J . 
Eubanks, T. W ., Jr. 
Fish , Richard S. 
Gebauer, Kl aus 

* H ines, Donald L. 
H ood. Gerald G. 
Jakobs, Dietmar 

'''Jones, D ouglas D . 
Kudrna, Antonin J . 

•:•Lac har ite, Gerald ]. 
Lind , Harry W. 

*Lindon, Elsie 
Massey, D erek L. 
.l\lcLean, Andrew 
Mitchell, Les! ie 
1\(oore, Val e ri e 

•:•Mu nd ay , Sh irley 
*O 'H alloran , Eugene 

Partin . Harold 0 . 
Rachal, Willard G. 
Reid , K eith D . 
Risbud , Indu 
Rogers, Joe E . 

* Sannerucl , l\farcus fl . 
Simmons. Loui s S. 
Smith, Jan 
Snyder, D onald C. 
Swaroop. Brahma N. 

•:•Thomas, Albert L. 
Trimble. Thomas N. 

'''Wil li ams , Ronald D . 
\'{f ise. H enry 
Wood, Brian 

2 YEARS 
An derson, D avid L. 
Archer, Dianna F. 
Arvanitopo ulos. A . l\f. 
Ball ow, Leonard L. 
Bickham. Ronn ie N. 
Black. John W . 
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