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t!to all of pou anb pour families 1J senb mp personal tuisbes for a 
berp ,ifflerrp Qebristmas anb a J)appp Jletu !Jear. Map pour bolibap 
season be as brigbt as tbese poinsettias, anb map pout netu pear be 
full of goob bealtb anb pleasure. 
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'l""""'IiE EYES OF THE NATION, particularJy the oil industry, 
l were once again focused on Alaska early in 1968 upon 

the announcement of a major oil discovery in the Prudhoe 
Bay area of Alaska's frozen and desolate North Slope. 
Official reports indicate that this field may rank among the 
world's largest. 

This event soon created a major rush for "black gold" 
in the Far North. The city of Fairbanks has become a 
boomtown in being the nearest city to the North Slope. 

Western's new shop in Anchorage bustles with activity as equip
ment is readied for our many crews exploring the North Slope. Be
low - Supervisor Herman Semeliss walks by as Machinist Carl 

This shows one of the many phenomena of weather that men and 
equipment encounter on the North Slope and for which they must 
be prepared. An unidentified Westerner is stopped by one of the 
snow drifts that a severe storm piled behind some Party 96 drills. 

Fairbanks is approximately 450 air miles south of Prud
hoe Bay and is separated from it by high and rugged 
mountains, known as the Brooks Range. The city of An
chorage, which lies some 400 miles farther south, is head
quarters for most of the oil companies and is thus the hub 
of oil activities in Alaska. 

Western found itself involved in the scramble to the 
North when we shipped the first equipment north by barge 
in the summer of 1968. Soon afterwards we were called on 
to move three more crews to the North Slope by air trans
port. Later on the wheels were set turning for a fifth crew 
and in 1969 a sixth crew. This demand, combined with 
crews in other areas of Alaska, rajsed the equipment needs 

Weast (white coveralls! and Driller Glenn Murray modify a drill 
in the large shop. Right - Driller-Mechanic Bobbie lmoe ( leftl 
and son Murlan discuss the supply unit on which they are working. 
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Because of the several kinds of 
fuel used and the operating 
conditions of long supply lines 
and camp moves, fuel storage 
was a problem solved by in
genious types of "containers." 
Shop Supervisor 0 . A. (Ollie) 
Krein (far left) stands beside 
one of the bullet-shaped air
craft wing tanks that will be 
mounted on a tracked trailer in 
the Anchorage shop and then 
used on the North Slope to 
transport up to 2,000 gallons of 
fuel. (Other men unidentified.I 

Above - These air compressors in the back storage yard of the 
Anchorage shop will replace the mud pumps on drills for the North 
Slope, where, unlike in southern Alaska, waler mixed with mud 
cannot be used as a drilling medium. Below - This seismic drill 
is waiting in the yard of the Anchorage shop to be mounted on 
tracks for use by a North Slope crew. Behind it are crew sleepers. 

to eight crews, all working on a seasonal basis during the 
frozen winter period. 

Because the weather is different on the harsh North 
Slope from the milder southern areas of the state and thus 
the work seasons differ somewhat, the crews' personnel 
requirements are limited to a maximum of six crews at 
any one time. Since, however, six land crews of 25 to 30 
men each represent a considerable growth over the sum
mer operation of one or two water crews, a large number 
of employees are needed for the busy season. 

Westerners arrive on the scene from all over - foreign 
assignments, the "lower 48," and Canada - to fill the key 
positions on the crew. Some Westerners are new recruits 
acquired through advertising in newspapers, and some are 
ex-Westerners ca lled back to the "Family" for another 
season on the Slope, but the majority are regular Western
ers obtained by memos to non-Alaskan crews. 

In response to the increase in Western's Alaskan oper
ations, construction of a new building on International 
Airport Road in Anchorage was started during the sum
mer of 1968, occupied in January 1969, and completed 
during the summer of 1969. The new facility provides ex
cellent office space and large shop space for working on 
equipment, plus an ample storage yard. In addition to the 
new Anchorage facility, office and storage space was leased 
in Fairbanks, from whence most supply-aircraft depart for 
the Slope. 

The Anchorage and Fairbanks offices are headquarters 
for hiring local employees to fill helper positions. In addi
tion, Point Barrow, on the very northern tip of Alaska, 
has become a hiring place as many Alaskan Eskimos from 
the native vi ll ages join the crews to brave the arctic cold. 

With all of the activity on the Slope, new equipment has 
been needed. The Anchorage shop bustles with activity 
putting together new crews and modifying equipment for 
North Slope operations. New sleepers and kitchens are 
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built where needed. Shop units stocked with new tools are 
sent north. Power plants are installed in trailers to bead 
north. Recording trucks are assembled with instruments 
shipped in from the "lower 48." 

Many modifications, however, are needed on the equip
ment before it can go north, and special equipment not 
used on southern Alaska crews must be assembled. In the 
extreme cold of the arctic, water mixed with mud cannot 
be used as a drilling medium as is normal in operations in 
southern Alaska. Air drilling on the North Slope is there
fore the rule. As many of our drills had been equipped with 
mud pumps for work in southern Alaska, the shop has 
been kept busy pulling off mud pumps and mounting air 
compressors in their place. 

By mid-winter the extreme cold freezes the numerous 
lakes and rivers all the way to the bottom; so snow melters 
become very much in demand as water is needed for drink
ing, cooking, and washing. Portable heaters, both small 
and large, which ignite a spray of Diesel fuel, are used for 
heating engines and other parts of equipment in the ex
treme cold. A large-type heater, known as a Herman Nel
son, distributes the heated air through large ducts so that 
the heat can be directed anywhere desired. Surplus para
chutes spread over a vehicle and then filled with this warm 
air create an ingenious shelter from the icy winds as needed 
repair work is carried on. 

With long supply lines, camp moves, constant beating, 
fuel-operated light plants, and fuel for cooking, each camp 
uses a large amount of gasoline, Diesel fuel, and propane. 
Bulk tanks are utilized mainly for gas storage. Several dif
ferent types of bulk tanks are used. Old military dual rub
ber tires, holding 500 gallons on each side, roll easily across 
the tundra. Bullet-shaped aircraft wing tanks mounted on 
tracked trailers can store up to 2,000 gallons of fuel. Col
lapsible rubber tanks, varying in size from 2,000 to 25,000 
gallons each, serve both as portable- and permanent-type 
fuel storage tanks. Other metal rectangular-shaped tanks 

A.hove - Chief Observer Neo Ferrari contemplates the huge drifts 
piled around his Party 96 recording unit, espcially built for this 
North Slope site. Below - This is another way the fuel storage
tr?~sportation problem is solved on the North Slope; thes.e old, 
military dual rubber tires hold 500 gallons on each side and 
roll easily across the tundra - more of the logistics for Alaska. 

Surplus parachutes spread over 
a vehicle and then filled with 
warm air from a Herman Nelson 
<large heater! create an inge
nious shelter from the icy winds 
of the North Slope as needed 
repair work is carried on. In 
this case a drill unit is receiv
ing warm treatment in camp. 
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Much equipment for the North Slope crews 
of this winter was transported by barge 
from Anchorage and Seattle around the 
Aleutian Chain, into the Bering Sea, up to 
the Arctic Ocean, and to the shore on 
the north of Alaska. The pictures on this 
page, taken in Anchorage, show how all 
types of equipment can be placed on a 
barge - drill and recording units; power 
plant; cooking, dining, washing, sleep
ing trailers; fuel, explosives; and parts! 
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fabricated in Anchorage serve as fuel haulers, plus cargo 
trailers. When bulk tanks are not available, 50-gallon 
drums are used. 

The North Slope is so remote that transportation of 
equipment and supplies presents a tremendous problem. 
Only two alternatives exist once the barge route to the 
arctic coast becomes blocked with ice. Just one crew 
started early enough in the 1968 season to take advantage 
of the barge route. The others had to go by air or, as in 
one case, use the newly cleared winter road (?) through 
the Brooks Range from Fairbanks to the North Slope. 
(This so-called road is actually a bulldozed trail.) A late 
completion of the road followed by an early break up of 
an ice bridge on the Yukon River permitted only a lim-

ited amount of the equipment and supplies to go north 
over this land route during the 1968 I 69 winter season. 

A barged crew, on the other hand, can reach the equip
ment and supplies proportion of a "marine beachhead" as 
four-axle and five-axle tracked undercarriages vie for space 
with their new trailers, a kitchen, a diner, a wash and laun
dry combination, a twin 60-KW generator power plant, 
and 10-man sleepers. Slip in, between, around, over, and 
under these units the folJowing: 150,000 gallons of bulk 
fuel, 400 drums of regular gasoline, aviation fuel, three 
'dozers, 240 tons of explosives, and a few tons of parts, 
and you will begin to see a North Slope crew. Barge ~hip

ments are assembled both in Anchorage and down in the 
"lower 48" at Seattle. Sailing date of the barge, and thus 
assembly of equipment to be loaded on the barge, is critical 
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The skyline of Seattle looms 
in the background as a West
ern tracked trailer unit is 
being loaded on a barge go
ing to the North Slope of 
Alaska. Loading and sailing 
date of the barge is critical 
since the Arctic Ocean off 
the Slope is free of ice for 
only about six weeks a year. 

since the barge must leave Anchorage or Seattle at just 
the right date to reach the Slope as soon as possible after 
the ice opens at Point Barrow, unload, and get out before 
the arctic ice again closes in. The "lead" (open-water) 
period lasts only about six weeks per year. 

Any equipment not barged has to be flown to the Slope 
from Fairbanks; but as the numerous oil rigs and other 
seismic crews are put into operation, the demand for air
craft balloons. Available aircraft from all over the world 
are brought to Alaska by the many air carriers there, but 
the onrush of equipment to the North is so tremendous 

A huge port crane picks up a Western tracked supply vehicle and 
swings it out over the barge (below) and then lowers it into the 
barge (right I, which will carry other equipment and supplies from 
Seattle to the North Slope of Alaska for winter operations there . 

that much of it still remains backlogged in Fairbanks for 
weeks at a time. The C-130 Hercules, capable of a 24-ton 
payload and commonly called the "workhorse of the North 
Slope," flies in the larger equipment such as drills and re
cording trucks. Smaller aircraft are used for the smaller 
equipment and supplies. C-82's ("flying boxcars"), the 
first workhorse of the Slope back in 1965, are still occa
sionally used while the old World War II C-46's haul ex
plosives or gas and fuel. 

One North Slope Western crew, to maintain a 30-day
per-month operation, needs at least five C-46 loads of fuel, 
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Sea rails lead on to a Seattle dock where Western equipment will be loaded on a barge to go to the North Slope of Alaska. 

supplies, and powder per week. Multiply this by six crews 
and you have 30 C-46 loads a week. Due to the excessive 
competition for existing C-46's, Western's operations ob
viously necessitated the leasing of one of these planes to 
be used for Western crews only. 

Twin-engine aircraft are utilized for hauling personnel, 
groceries, and small parts from Anchorage or Fairbanks 
to one of the principal airstrips on the Slope. Once they 
are on the Slope, the shuffling of personnel and supplies is 
accomplished by small single-engine aircraft and helicop
ters that can land on a lake or small airstrip near the field 
camp. 

Co-ordination of personnel, supplies, and equipment 
from Anchorage to the North Slope is handled by either 
the Anchorage shop or the Fairbanks expediting office. 

Right - Because planes are the only means of getting supplies to 
camps on the North Slope and also because the many companies 
operating there make competition for aircraft excessive, Western 
leased a plane for exclusive use of its crews. Below - Having 
finally arrived by barge via the Arctic Ocean, these two sleeping 
trailers and a drill make their way from disembarkation to a camp. 

Supplies and parts not available in Fairbanks are provided 
by the Anchorage shop. The Anchorage shop must also 
supply all crews working in southern Alaska. 

Western has been a leader in seismic exploration in 
Alaska from the Swanson River to the Aleutian Islands 
chain to the rush for "black gold" on the arctic North 
Slope. Western -crews presently span the North Slope from 
the northwest coast above the Bering Strait east to the 
Canning River, 100 miles from the Canadian border. 

By barge, by Hercules C-130's, by C-46's, by Beavers, 
by Otters, by Cessnas, by helicopters, by road, and by any 
other means available, the crews are assembled and sup
plied. The N o-rth Slope demands some of the most difficult 
logistics in the world and thus is truly an area of challeng
ing opportunity for many a Westerner. 

The back and side yards and the home of Westerner R. L. (Bob I 
Nicholls, Pascagoula, Mississippi, the morning after Hurricane 
"Camille." Bob and family considered themselves fortunate as 
their home was intact. They lost only a few tree limbs, and their 
television antenna was blown down. Also, Bayou Chico did not 
enter their house. Other Westerners in the area were not so lucky. 

strike the Mississippi Gulf Coast. Many Pascagoula resi
dents began to evacuate at this time. The Pascagoula 
police estimated that by the time the storm struck land at 
least 75 % of Pascagoula had been evacuated. Those re
maining began battening down, preparing to ride out the 
storm. 

At our house we got out our sheets of plywood (which 
we have had stored since Hurricane "Betsy"), hammer, and 
nails and boarded up all large windows and glass doors. 
We went to the super market, along with many hundreds 
more, to buy canned foods and fruit juices. We checked 
our flashlights and our supply of candles. We filled all 
available containers and the bathtub with water. About 
mid-afternoon we felt as if we were prepared and settled 
down to wait for the storm. Our home is well built, but 
we were a little concerned because the house is located in a 
heavily wooded area with Bayou Chico at the south edge 
of our back yard. Bayou Chico connects with the Gulf of 
Mexico about one-fourth mile from our house. 

By 6:00 P.M. the winds were increasing in force, and 
the gusts approximated 75 miles per hour. Bayou Chico 
had risen enough for the waters to start covering our back 
lawn. It was at about this time that we received a radio 
bulletin that the eye of Camille would pass over Long 

'Camille' vs. Nicholls 
Story by R. L. Nicholls 

R. L. (Bob) Nicholls is manager of Western's marine 
transport division, headquartered in Pascagoula, Missis
sippi, where Bob, wife Catherine, and their three daugh
ters also live. Here Bob relates his personal, home ex
periences with Hurricane "Camille." He regrets that 
other Westerners living in the area were not available to 
write of their experiences in time for this issue. The pic
tures of the Nicholls property were taken by Bob; the 
others were contributed by the Ingalls News, employee 
newspaper of Ingalls Shipbuilding Division, also in Pas
cagoula. 

T HE FLORIDA GULF COAST, on Saturday, August 16, 
had been put on hurricane watch for "Camille," one of 

the most dangerous storms ever to be recorded. We were 
fairly relaxed in Pascagoula (Mississippi), feeling that the 
storm would pass at least 150 miles east of us. At 5 :00 
A.M. Sunday morning, August 17, the United States Wea
ther Bureau broadcast the word that the storm would 
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"Old Bruce," the Nicholls' collie, inspects the vacant lot and 
uprooted tree behind his master's house the morning after Hurri
cane "Camille" went through Pascagoula, leaving many homeless. 
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After the hurricane, Cathy and Barbara Nicholls went to St. Mar
tin, one of the communities hardest hit by the storm, to help the 
homeless under the jurisdiction of the Red Cross. They were as
signed to child care centers to look after children while the 
parents went about the business of restoring their homes. By co
incidence, in the center where Barbara (striped shirt) was help
ing was the little daughter of another Westerner. Five-year-old 
Cathrine Denise rides a rocking horse rather than a Western ship 
on which her father, Marine Engineer Lionel Tillman, had been 
"riding" with Party 78. - Photo courtesy Ingalls Shipbuilding. 

Beach, Mississippi, with winds up to 200 miles per hour 
and tides in Long Beach, Gulfport, and Biloxi of 20 to 30 
feet. Tides were predicted in Pascagoula of 15 to 20 feet. 
We discussed the idea of ~vacuating, but we were con
cerned about what to do with the dog and cat. We decided 
to stay. The wind and tide were continually increasing. 
The electric power went off about 6:30 P.M. We all began 
to feel a little apprehensive, and even the dog and cat 
were strangely quiet. 

By 11: 30 P .M. the wind was a steady roar, and the tide 
had risen so high that the Gulf of Mexico was lapping a 
few feet from our back door. At this time we sorely re
gretted our decision to remain at home, but it was too late 
to leave. Already many trees had been uprooted and 
snapped off, making the streets impassable. The entire 
house seemed to be creaking. Looking outside you could 
make out trees that were bent almost double. The noise of 
the wind was all around us. Catherine and our daughters 
went upstairs and tried to sleep although it was almost an 
impossibility. All around was a wet, howling darkness. 

The barometer had been falling steadily since early Sun
day morning, but at 1: 00 o'clock Monday morning I 
noticed that it had risen .02 of a point. I checked it every 
10 minutes, and by 2:00 A.M. it had risen .12 of a point. I 
checked the water in the back yard and saw that it had 
receded about 5 feet horizontally and about 8 inches ver
tically. Feeling that the worst was over, I went to bed after 
a very terrifying experience. 

We all arose about 5 :30 Monday morning and went out 
to survey the damage. Trees and power lines were down 

Scene of general devastation caused by Hurricane "Camille." - Photo courtesy Ingalls Shipbuilding . 
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More of the general havoc wrought by Hurricane "Camille." - Photo courtesy Ingalls Shipbuilding. 

everywhere, and many of the trees had fallen on roof tops. 
Debris was everywhere. We looked over our property and 
found that we were very fortunate. Our television antenna 
had been blown down and we had Jost a few tree limbs but 
our home was still intact. The final estimate was that 'Pas
cagoula received 135-mile-per-hour winds and 12-foot 
tides. 

Some of the other Westerners were not so fortunate. 
Most of our people living in the Gulfport-Biloxi area sus
tained some damage. The two men who were hardest hit 
were Phillip (Pinkey) Senseney, port captain, and Louis 
Simmons, relief captain, Party 75. Both of these men re
turned to their homes after the storm to find that there was 
nothing left. Crawford Rushing, port engineer, and Lionel 
(Pete) Tillman, engineer, Party 78, had several feet of 
water in their homes, which did considerable damage to 
their houses and furniture. I know that all Westerners will 
join me in the sincerest sympathy for those of our people 
who suffered losses. We were fortunate that all Westerners 
came through this terrible storm without loss of life or 
limb. 

(See Windstrip for "Operation Rescue" item. - Ed.) 
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Connecting with the Gulf of Mexico about one-fourth mile from the 
Nicholls' home, the Bayou Chico is normally at the south edge of 
their back yard. Here it is shown way over its banks in their yard 
the morning after "Camille." Two months later it was still not 
confined within its banks, still "trespassing" on the Nicholls! 
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About Energy Sources 

T HE FIRST SIGNS of the digital revolution in the seismic 
industry were apparent in the early 1960's. As a result 

of that industry-wide change, Western's entire marine op
eration now uses digital recording equipment, as do ap
proximately 50% of our land crews. Later, in the mid-60's 
and still occurring is another revolution: the trend away 
from explosive energy sound sources to "non-explosive" 
marine sources and "surface input" land sources. By West
ern's best guess, fully 90% of all industry marine crews, 
world-wide, are employing non-explosive devices, and ap
proximately 30 % of all industry land crews now use sur
face input sources. 

At the first annual Offshore Technology Conference in 
Houston this spring, Western exhibited three of its marine 
seismic energy sources, the AQUAPULSE®, MAXI
PULSP~r, and HYDROSEIN® devices. The photo shows 
our exhibit booth at that meeting and the energy sources 
modeled. In the following paragraphs a brief description 
of those three marine devices is given, as well as a word 
or two about Western's other non-explosive sources. 

AQUAPULSE System 
The AQUAPULSE system was first introduced by 

Western marine crews in the spring of 1967, and within 
the year almost all of our crews were converted to the sys
tem. Western's AQUAPULSE system has now accumu
lated more than 20 crew-years of experience and is West
ern's number one marine tool. 

The AQUAPULSE system uses a propane-oxygen gas 
mixture, which is detonated in a firing chamber by an 
electric spark. The sudden pressure increase causes a rub
ber boot, or sleeve, approximately 4 to 6 feet long and 12 
to 16 inches in diameter, to expand rapidly, providing an 
acoustic impulse in the water. In the early model o.f the 
gun exhaust gases were driven to the surface through a 
hose when an exhaust valve opened and external hydro
static pressure exceeded the pressure inside the boot. In 
the newest model, termed AQUAPULSE V, exhaust gases 
are completely evacuated to the surface by means of a 
vacuum pump. The venting of exhaust gases to the surface 
either by the valving system or by vacuum pump eliminates 
the bubble pulse and is one of the distinguishing features 
of the device. 

Four AQUAPULSE guns, two on each side of the ves
sel and positioned about 50 feet apart, are fired simulta
neously and at approximately 10-second intervals. Danger 
to marine life from an AQUAPULSE firing is non-existent. 

10 

The term AQUAPULSE is a Western trademark, and 
only Western can use the word or the gun and its modifi
cations. Basic patents on this type of device are held by 
Essa Production Research. 

MAXIPULSE System 
The newest in Western's stable of marine devices is the 

MAXIPULSE system. Now installed on the Western Ge
ophysical II and the Oil Creek, the system uses the "Super
Seis"® concept developed by Hercules, Inc. , and modified 
for seismic use by Hercules and Western. 

The MAXIPULSE system uses a Y2 -pound charge of 
nitrocarbonitrate, packaged in a 5x2-inch diameter can 
and fed from the ship to the gun by water flowing through 
a 3-inch diameter hose. The gun, connected to the hose by 
a 6-foot long pipe, is about 18 inches long and is simply 
a stainless steel pipe with a firing wheel at the stern end. 
When the can hits ·the firing wheel, a 22-caliber percussion 
cartridge, with a 1-second delay column, is fired within the 
explosive charge. The continuous water flow and the firing 
wheel itself flip the charge out into the water, where it is 
carried back about 8 to 10 feet before the charge deto
nates. A hydrophone on the MAXIPULSE gun measures 
the instant of explosion. 

The MAXIPULSE system ·uses one gun, towed astern, 
at a depth of about 40 feet. Danger to marine life is mini
mal because the charge is so small. 

HYDROSEIN System 
The HYDROSEIN system, purchased from Marine 

Geophysical Associates in mid-1968, is a marine implosion 
sound source, which Western is now operating on the Gulf 
Coast. Two HYDROSEIN guns are mounted on the stern 
of the vessel and lowered into firing position by means of 
heavy metal handling frames. 

The seismic energy, or wave front, is created underwater 
by means of a massive cavitation. Implosion is caused by 
rapid fl.ow of water into the cavitation created by the sud
den separation of two metal discs, a heavy piston from the 
top of the air chamber. 

Since no explosion occurs, no bubble pulse is created; 
nor is there danger to marine life. The two guns may be 
fired singularly or together and may be lowered to any 
firing depth desired; a 10-second firing interval is gener
ally used. 

The HYDROSEIN system provides Western with a 
device that can operate in remote areas in which supply 
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problems for oxygen and propane would place a burden 
on the AQUAPULSE system. 

"Vibroseis" System 
One of the most common surface input devices now 

. used by Western and many of its competitors is the "Vi
broseis"® system. In Western's operations four to six vi
brator units are mounted on trucks and positioned in pre
determined "shooting" arrays. In metropolitan areas, for 
example, these arrays consist generally of a line of vibrator 
trucks on the street. Most recently "Vibroseis" units have 
been mounted on large arms or booms from track vehicles 
for use in the Canadian tundra regions. 

The "Vibroseis" system puts seismic energy into the 
ground by means of a heavy plate that is made tn vibrate 
the ground with a varied frequency sweep over an ex
tended period of several seconds. Frequencies "swept" are 
chosen to fit the particular problem at hand. The returned 
or reflected energy is compressed in time so that the wave 
pulse is similar to an energy pulse generated by explosives. 
This is a mathematical process termed correlation. Thus 
small quantities of continuous energy over a long period 
of time, and later summed, give results similar to those 
obtained from an explosive shooting, i.e., a large quantity 
of energy put into the ground instantaneously. 

In actual operation the vibrator trucks hydraulically 
jack themselves up, and each truck rests on its front wheels 
and the vibrator unit. Following the sweep by the vibrator, 
the truck is "let down" and moved on to the next location. 
One Western "Vibroseis" crew uses a newly developed 
hydraulically driven buggy, which steers by "bending" the 
b!1ggy in the middle rather than by turning the front wheels. 
This vehicle, with no drive shaft, allows the vibrator unit 
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to be mounted higher on the vehicle, thus providing greater 
clearance in rough terrain. 

"Di noseis" System 
The "Dinoseis"® system, developed by Sinclair Oil & 

Gas Company, uses an expandable explosion chamber in 
which a confined explosion of propane and oxygen gen
erates seismic energy. The explosive gas mixture is deto
nated by an electric spark. Energy is transmitted into the 
ground by a heavy metal plate (the bottom portion of the 
explosion chamber) that "shocks" the ground with each 
explosion. The plate returns to its normal position by an 
air spring system. 

In Western's operations "Dinoseis" guns are moved 
from shot point to shot point both by trucks on which 
they are mounted and, most recently in Alaska, via heli
copter. In the former case four 60-inch guns are positioned 
in various shooting arrays simply by driving the heavy . 
vehicles into pre-determined positions. In the latter case 
eight 24-inch guns, mounted on quadrapods, are fully 
portable and are moved, along with digital recording 
equipment and command modules in a series of "pick-ups" 
and "drops," by a single large helicopter. At each firing 
station anywhere from 20 to 100 shots are fired per gun. 
As with truck-mounted guns, the quadrapod-mounted guns 
are positioned in various arrays and fired either in various 
patterns or simultaneously. In both instances the firing rate 
is at about 10-second intervals. In Alaska the moving of 
guns from one shooting pattern to the next at approxi
mately 300- to 600-foot intervals, as well as the moving 
of all of the shooting and recording equipment, takes 30 
minutes. Recording cable and surveyors and other person
nel are moved by two smaller helicopters. 
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We 
Have 

Moved 

W E HAVE MOVED! The "we" includes all Los Angeles 
administrative departments, the WESTERN PROFILE 

office, and the Los Angeles laboratory and shops - and 
we moved in September to three different places, Houston, 
Sherman Oaks, California, and Galveston, Texas, respec
tively. 

The administrative and financial departments, under the 
management of James E. Robinson, moved in the last 
half of September to 8100 Westpark Drive in Houston 
(mail address: P.O. Box 2469, Houston 77001). The lab
oratory and shops, with Manager W. B. Fazakerly in 
charge, began their trek in August to 6603 Port Industrial 
Boulevard, Galveston (mail address: P.O. Box 3340, Gal
veston 77550). The WESTERN PROFILE, with Editor Mari
anne Clarke at the helm, traveled the freeways September 
16 to a small office building at 15300 Ventura Boulevard, 
Suite 200-A, Sherman Oaks, California 91403 (mail ad-

·.dress same as above except that for mail the suite number 
js 520). (Changes of address for WESTERN PROFILES and 
'5 ochures should be sent to the PROFILE office as such 
m~iiing is done in Los Angeles, of which Sherman Oaks is 
a part.) T. L. Slaven, vice president, instrumentation, has 
his office in Houston but also sometimes "hangs his hat" 
in the new Galveston facility (mail address for him: P.O. 
Box 2469, Houston 77001 ). 

Consolidation of all Western officers and some managers 
and their allied personnel into one place for greater effi
ciency and economy was begun in early summer with the 
move of the officers, managers, and most of the supervisors 
in Shreveport, Louisiana, and Midland, Texas, to Houston. 

To our colleagues on the field crews and in many Western 
offices, who are constantly moving their work "areas" and 
"homes," this may seem routine, no "big deal." To us it 
was. 

12 

Many Los Angeles Westerners have never worked any 
place but in Los Angeles. Some have never lived in any 
other city or town. Some "L.A." Westerners have made 
other office moves with the Company but all in Los An
geles, where Western was founded. Some have never 
worked in any building except 923 or 933 North La Brea 
Avenue. 

The headquarters office had been in the latter building 
for more than nine years - and in nine years one collects 
a lot! (We, your Editor now speaking, know because we 
helped pack downtown to move to "933," and we did the 
same to move out · of it.) The laboratory and shops had 
been at "923" since that building opened in 1953. 

Thus, it was with mixed emotions, fascination and 
sorrow, that we watched the trucks pull in and load. First 
it was mammoth flatbeds for the machine shop equipment, 
our own Western flatbeds and stake trucks for other shop 
equipment and materials, and then huge trailers and rigs. 
It seemed as if almost daily for weeks at least one truck 
was pulling out for Galveston. The last one was loaded 
early in the week of September 15, and the lab-shops build
ing was ready for cleanup. 

In the meantime the office departments were obtaining 
the estimated number of cartons each would need for 
packing when their scheduled departure times came. Nat
urally, a schedule had to be set up as so much could not 
be moved at one time and also business had to go as 
smoothly as possible under the circumstances. The depart
ments' moves were arranged according to their peak 
periods - get accounts payable to Houston in time to1 be 
settled and take care of first-of-the-month bills, hold per
sonnel and payroll and the computer until mid-month 
paychecks are out, and the like. 

Although the PROFILE originally was not scheduled to 

WESTERN PROFILE 

move until after October 1, it became the first rather than 
the last of the office departments to vacate "933." For
tunately, ever since early July the Editor and her "elves" 
had been ordering and collecting the supplies and other 
equipment that they could no longer "go downstairs" and 
get from central supplies and services. Also, the furniture 
that would replace the built-in magazine shelves and supply 
closets had been selected and delivered for painting. Thus, 
when the PROFILE phone rang in the late afternoon of 
Friday, September 5, and a voice said, "Marianne, your 
new office space will be available September 16. You 
move then," all was ready. Instead of three or four weeks 
f?r•packing, there was one; but that was more than ample 
time. 

Thus, at 9 A.M. on September 16 the first of five huge 
furniture vans ordered to move the headquarters office 
rolled up in front of "933," and four white-coveralled 
men came to the fourth floor and started carrying out the 
"PROFILE," which consisted of not only furniture and sup
plies but cartons and cartons of 16112 years of WESTERN 
PROFILE magazines. By 11 :20 the first "933" office was 
empty, vacant, and the "Great Move" from that building 
was started. 

As it progressed, probably everyone involved had his 
or her always-to-be-remembered experience, funny or un
happy, but the Editor will tell a funny one on herself. The 
van had left, and we started our car to begin something we 
had never done before, drive ourself back and forth to 
work. We were barely out of the Western parking lot when 
- oh, no! - a flat tire. The first flat tire we had ever had 
in our many years of driving. ~w-hat an auspicious begin
ning to our commufogi (We still almost beat the van to 
Sherman Oaks.) 

Two day~ later, September 18, the second van arrived, 
and the ;est of the fourth floor and all of the third floor 
furnit•.Jre was loaded and headed for Houston, as did the 
pernonnel. This continued at two-day intervals until Thurs
cay, September 24, when the last truck departed. Only 
Dick Fladeland, Bernice Myers, and Joe Holton were left 
in our large, four-story building on Friday - Dick to 
supervise cleanup, Bernice to handle her executives' calls 

that were still coming in, and Joe to turn over the keys 
officially to the owners of the buildings. 

Of course, in the move of any large company from one 
city to another there is much more involved than office 
furniture, records, machines, and equipment. There are 
homes and families. Homes to be sold and homes to be 
bought. Apartment leases to be cancelled and apartment 
leases to be signed. Children to be reassured that they will 
make new friends in Houston to replace the ones they are 
tearfully leaving behind in Los Angeles. Children to be 
enrolled in Texas, rather than California, schools. 

Now everyone is settled, happy, and working away as 
busily as ever. They miss those who did not go and vice 
versa, but the office and some lab-shops families now have 
a better understanding of what it means to be a "doodle
bugger," something all field personnel have always known 
- moves and parting with friends, but also making new 
friends. 

To those Westerners who vacation in Los Angeles and 
like to call on their colleagues, we add that you still have 
some to visit. The Pacific Coast Operations headquarters 
office, as well as the PROFILE office, is still here. As always, 
the PROFILE'S "welcome mat" is out to all Westerners. 

P.S. The foregoing moves and reorganization partially 
explain the delay in starting the preparation of our Fall 
PROFILE to the point that we cannot have both it and even 
a small Winter issue to you by Christmas. Therefore, we 
are combining the two and sending this to you with our 
Santa Claus and holiday greetings. We shall be looking 
forward to receiving many articles, Party Pickings reports, 
and other news from you all throughout 1970.-The Editor. 

Not only the first but also the most difficult move was that of the 
machine shop. Noting the loading from their back office windows 
and fascinated by the size of the machines themselves and of the 
fork lift and flatbed needed to load and haul them, Dorothy 
Adams and Arley Parker borrowed the Profile camera and went out 
and took these pictures. An awesome sight-and the move was on! 
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Southeastern Utah has beau
tiful, unusual, and mammoth 
rock formations as Party 68 
has found. Above is one 
type I unnamed I 1hat the 
crew encountered . Below is 
a section of the Book Cliffs 
that jut out for miles like 
pages in a book. At the right 
Jim Mootry has mounted the 
Book Cliffs and is prepar
ing a fl ier while the others 
on Party 68 hope that Jim 
does not fall down the cliff. 

The printing of these Party Pickings reports has 
been delayed by the move of the Profile office. Be
cause so many of them ref erred to future plans that 
may or may not have been filled, we have left them 
in the tenses in which they were written (most in 
July) , rather than change future to past, so as not to 
state that something had taken place when perhaps 
it had not. - Ed. 

PARTY 68 - MOAB and PANGUITCH, UTAH 

ANITA MITCHELL, Reporter 
JAMES W. MOOTRY and GEORGE GOETSCH, 

Photographers 

Greetings from Party 68 in Moab, in the Canyonlands 
country in the extreme southeastern corner of Utah. This 
is one of the last remnants of the fast fading frontier. 
Although much of the region still is primitive and largely 
unexplored, visitors can enjoy the national park, four na
tional monuments, three state parks, and two Indian res
ervations within its borders. Scenery ranges from golden 
deserts to red stone canyons to grassy plains to jagged 
snowcapped peaks. There are 7 1h. million acres of Canyon
lands. 

Moab (elevation 4,000 feet) is a natural center for 
tourism. It is nestled between red cliffs of the banks of the 
Colorado River and beneath the sky-scraping peaks of the 
La Sal Mountains. 

During the past year Party 68 has worked ove.r a large 
area of the Canyonlands. One of the places the crew has 
worked is the Book Cliffs out of Green River, Utah, 52 
miles northwest of Moab. These Book Cliffs run from the 
Green River into Colorado. The Book Cliffs and the jagged 
country cause problems for the men, but fortunately we 
have an above-average crew. Although they have to go 
where only mountain goats should, there is never a com-

Above - Among those attending the " reward " picnic given for 
Party 68 by Supervisor John Adams at Kane Springs Park, Utah, 
are, from the left : standing, Richard Grove, Stewart Mitchell , Jim 
Mootry, Del Letourneau, David Tomblin, Danny Scott, John Adams; 
sea ted, Marlin and Virginia Ridge, Anita Mitchell, Linda Tomblin , 
Mary Goetsch, Bob and Carol Ames, Tom and Lizebeth Phillips. 
Right - Bob Ames (left I pitches horseshoes with John Adams . 

plaint. The chief observer and new party manager, STEW
ART (MITCH) MITCHELL, has nothing but praise for his 
crew. 

Not only is the terrain rough , but there is also the rattle
snake problem. One member of the crew, Helper TOM 
P1-t ILLI PS, killed a good-size rattler; since then other crew 
members have also encountered large rattlers. 

Because the men had recorded 50 shot points in one 
day - in fact , they did this twice, in an extremely rough 
area - Supervisor JOHN A. ADAMS, Bakersfield, California, 
rewa rded the crew with a family party. It was a picnic at 
Kane Springs Park, south of Moab, in mid-May, with the 
supervisor present as host. Everyone had a wonderful 
time and enjoyed the picnic si te. 

The si te not only was a nice one but also was next to one 
of Moab's tourists' spots, "The Hole in the Rock. " This is 
a house that consists of 14 rooms, plus a coffee shop, and 
that is dug completely out of a rock. The life work of a 
Mr. ALBERT CRISTENSEN, it needs neither heating nor 
cooling systems. Tts "builder" is buried in back of the 
house in a cave he dug for that purpose. His wife, GLADYS, 
lives there now. 

Later: Since the above report was written, Party 68 has 
had a move, on August 22 to Panguitch , Utah. It is truly 
beautiful country here. The crew has really rough terrain in 
wh ich to work. At one point they will be working at the 
10,000-foot level. This they have to have done before the 
heavy snows arrive. With a recording crew, however, like 
that of Observer ELMER HATCH, Assistant Observer MAR
LIN RIDGE, Helpers RICHARD GROVE, DANNY ScorT, HAL 
and DAYN E WILCOCK, and TOM PHILLIPS, and Surveyor 
HUEY BUTLER, they will get it done. Working with them 
are Shooters LARELL (CHIP) BROX and JIM MOOTRY. 
They have the monotony broken by very scarce flat coun
try scattered here and there. 

The crew had some excitement during the first few days 

FA LL-WINTER 1969 

of work here. The hole loader, He lper Bos AMES, and 
Driller JOHN BARNETT were out working when across the 
field came a farmer , gun in hand . They thought that he was 
out hunting. Hunting he was - for them! He told them 
not to come near his property. Next day our brave permit 
agent, JACK CONNELL, had to go out and permit this prop
erty. Our JACK must be a really smooth talker for he got the 
permit, just to lay cables across the property. 

You Westerners in Australia, how about some report 
from down there for this homesick "Aussie" reporter? 
(Your request is already answered, A nit a. See the Party 
80 report in this issue. - Ed.) 

Preparing to lay a line for Party 68 in southeastern Utah are Help
ers Richard Grove (from the left) , Sam Duran , and Tom Phillips . 
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PARTY F-85 - DAWSON CREEK, 
BRITISH COLUMBIA 

LEN SIDOROFF, Reporter-Photographer 

It is time again to let the people know where the men 
of Party F-85 are. After ,Spending a few months around 
the Liard River in the Northwest Territories, we are now 
located near Dawscm Creek, British Columbia. The trip 
from Liard first took two days by barge to Fort Nelson, 
British Columbia, and then by truck the next 300 miles to 
Dawsoo Creek. 
~ine of the boys, including Drillers ART MooRE and 

DAVE KIMBLE, made the trip up with the barge, getting 
their summer tans while repairing units on the move. 

This prospect was for a different client; so we cban~ed 
crew numbers from F-62 to F-85. Party Manager BIJ:LL 
CHERNJAK left for the south to take the re-ins of another 
crew just starting up. He could not leave, however, without 
taking his bridge partner and camp attendant CECIL CAR
TER, as well as Cook: JOHN BRAUN ana Junibr Observer 
JACK SKAANING. JOHN'S assistant, JEAN PAUL DUGUAY, 
took over cooking here, with newcomer HUGH MooN as 
his helper. JEAN dabbles in stocks, but at present he is a 
little quiet - the mine in which he had stocks caved in 
and, of course, so did his dollars. "Don't worry," he said, 
"I've got quite a few more in the bank." 

As we go down the roster for our crew, we find some 
newcomers to F-85, one being MARK SANNERUD, who for 
the past while has worked on the North Slope in Alaska. 
BUD CALDWELL was glad to get off "Vibroseis."® units and 
get back on a track vehicle. He was beaming with pride a 
while back when his wife presented him with a baby girl. 
Holding a British Columbia Industrial First Aid ticket, he 
gets the chance to spend some time on B.C. crews. 

BRIAN YoUNG, our observer, also came from an Alaskan 
crew and with WALTER ScHAWALDER, his junior observer, 
manages the recording end of the field operations. The jug 
hustlers keep busy laying cable for part of the day and 
then spend the rest of the time keeping the rabbits off the 
line. Reel-truck Drivers EARL ALLAIN and JAMES Mc
FARLANE earn their pay going for fuel after the day's work. 
The four jug hustlers are ROBBIE MARTIN, ROD FARRELL, 
RICK SLATER, and WAYNE DEMEESTER. ROBBIE plans on 
going back to school this fall - that way, when he returns 
next summer, he just could get on as waterjack. 

One of our waterjacks who also had a stint at jug hus
tling is ERNIE HANSON, son of Shop Supervisor E. E. 
(MIKE) HANSON, Calgary. DAN fINK, drill helper, left the 
farm to help out for the month of July. E. E. (BILL) 
WILLIAMS also came back for a month's work this sum
mer. BILL is a shooter but is presently helping PERRY 
HODGKINSON on a drill. PERRY, being a short fellow, uses 
a 5-gallon pail to stand on in order to reach the levers. At 
the start of each hole PERRY hollers at BILL to fetch the 
pail. After BILL boosts him up on it, he is ready to com
mence drilling. 

Most of the boys are quite versatile and will do almost 
anything. JACK INGRAM, our office clerk, often doubles as 
waterjack or rodman or goes on the odd supply trip. He 
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Above - When Party F-85 moved from a prospect in the Northwest 
Territories to one near Dawson Creek, British Columbia, these barges 
were used to transport camp and equipment part of the way. Below 
- A complete camp makes its way up the Lia rd River on a barge. 
Bottom - Drills and other equipment are floating via this barge. 

Top-The going can be rough in Canada if the ground is not frozen. 
This Party F- 85 utility sleeper is crossing a creek on one of the 
lines. Above - It is dinner time on a Party F-85 camp move, and 
taking a rest after setting out the meal are the cook, Jean Duguay 
(right) ; his helper, Hugh Moon [centerl ; and the camp attendant, 
Jim Weaver. Below - "Will there be multiples on the moon also?" 
asks Party Chief Willie Lane in his Party 52 office at Houston. 

says that he also can operate the "cat" after spending some 
time running a "goon spoon," obviously slang for some 
heavy equipment. 

JIM WEAVER, a supplyman by trade, had to take over 
the chores of camp attendant. He said, "OK, I'll do it for 
a while, but I'd rather throw gas barrels around all day 
than wash these darn towels." EDDY MARTIN is our supply
man. When he is not on the haul, you can usually find him 
under a track vehicle, for which he is an authority on re
p airing. Rodm an w ALT ER BAHNIUK hands him the 
wrenches - then stands back with his hands over his ears 
as ED exhales blue smoke and choice words trying to make 
things fit. 

Surveyor BILL HALL despises his "white monster" as 
he calls it - it generally leaves him stranded somewhere, 
and he and his rodman walk in again. It has reached the 
point so that now we send someone out to the edge of camp 
to meet BILL if he is walking in. That way he does not use 
that awful language in the presence of innocent workers! 
BILL decided that in the off hours he would make a little 
spending money by playing cribbage as it would maybe 
take his mind off the day's walk, but that did not pan out, 
either; so after running up a few 1.0.U.'s, he is now taking 
lessons from BUD CALDWELL. Buo has a little trouble with 
BILL because he insists that he does not need the lessons; 
it is just his luck running under. 

HENRI UNVERRICHT, also a surveyor, left last week to 
prepare for a foreign job in Egypt. We wish him luck. 

Waterjack PHIL HIGGS had the misfortune of getting 
hit in the hip by a flying spring the other day, ending up 
with a bad bruise. Being a hog rancher (he has six hogs 
now) , this enabled him to check his herd for a few days. 

Our mechanic, MoGENS HANSEN, spends most of his 
time giving karate lessons to anyone willing to take his 
chances. He learned this art, he says, in the Danish army. 

PARTY 52 (Office) - HOUSTON, TEXAS 

ABDEL SOLIMAN, Reporter-Photographer 

Party 52 was re-activated in January with the office 
located in Houston. The personnel involved are Party 
Chief WILLIE LANE, moved from Shreveport, Louisiana, 
and ABDEL SOLIMAN, from Egypt via New Orleans. 

This is the second assignment on Party 52 for WILLIE. 
His first lasted nine years to the day before he transferred 
to Shreveport. 

The SOLIMANS, FRAN and ABDEL, are expecting the 
stork, with the target date being in November. The name 
AL~ has been chosen as ABDEL states that a boy is ex
pec ed. 

With summer vaeation season drawing to a close, the 
LANES are beginnin to think about schools of all levels. 
The children range from the third grade (LINDA), to high 
school (RANDY), to a college freshman (WILLIE, JR.), 
and with mother GEORGIA possibly working in the kinder
garten system. 
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PARTY F-85 - DAWSON CREEK, 
BRITISH COLUMBIA 

LEN SIDOROFF, Reporter-Photographer 
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Working in southern Louisiana, the men of Party 52 have 
found plenty of brush and trees. Above - Helpers Dale 
Richter lleftl and Melford Allums cut a line through un
derbrush. Below - Surveyor Johnny Sherrod and his rod
man, Charles Strother, do their bit amid the tall pines. 

PARTY 52 (field) - DENHAM SPRINGS, 
LOUISIANA 

ORVILLE G. THOMPSON, Reporter 
JOHNNY SHERROD and 0. G. THOMPSON, 

Photographers 

Since last reporting, Party 52 has moved from Bunkie, 
Louisiana, to Denham Springs, Louisiana, which is located 
just east of Baton Rouge, the state capital. The move pro
vided the normal problems encountered in most moves. 
Permitting is one of them, for JOE THOMAS; .however, 
JOE has managed to stay ahead of the crew. The move also 
has provided some good points. We think that housing has 
improved for practically everyone on the crew. When the 
crew moved into Denham Springs, housing was found to 
be plentiful and a better quality than in some of the towns 
in the past. 

Party 52 also has a new member: Little ERIC GARLAND, 
born June 17, is the son of Shooter Loms and IRENE 
PADDIE. He weighed 6 pounds 10 ounces at birth. 

The drillers have encountered their set of problems. The 
drilling has been in sand and gravel, and JERRY JONES 
and DouG HEARD have been "bitten" by the gravel - but 
both have been skillful enough to retrieve all of their · drill 
stem. 

Surveyor ORVJLLE THOMPSON, LOUIS PADDIE, and JOE 
THOMAS have just returned from their vacations. JERRY 
JONES and Junior Observer JERRY SHAW will be starting 

Left - Observer William E. (little 
Stretch) David walks back from his re
cording truck to see what is going on 
with the rest of Party 52. Right - A 
drill makes its way through the heavy 
brush in the part of southern Louisi
ana in which Party 52 is operating. 

Above-leading Party V-5 "parade" shaking down an east Texas 
logging road is a new truck-mounted vibrator followed by buggies. 
Right - The new era of doodlebugging is illustrated by the vibra
tor in the foreground, built in Western's shop in Midland, Texas. 

theirs soon. The crew has just welcomed two men from 
other crews, KERNEY RALEY, a driller, who will relieve 
JERRY JONES (on vacation), and DICK ROGERS, a shooter. 
The recording crew is now led by WILLIAM E. (LITTLE 
STRETCH) DAVID, observer. He is assisted by J ni r Ob
server JERRY SHAW. STRETCH is also helped on tlie j g 
line by JERRY and Helper GLENN WRIGHT. 

The survey crew, with ORVILLE THOMPSON and J HNNY 
SHERROD as surveyors and MELFORD ALLUMS, a trainee, 
has also encountered some problems with the thick brush 
in this area. 

Party 52 is still guided by Party, na'ger B It McNEW, 
ably assisted in the office by Party Manager C AUDE Doo
LEY. 

this year than the average housewife may put on her shop
ping sedan in several years. 

Surveyor PHELPS and his helpers, GEORGE RILEY and 
RICHARD RossER, maintain a brisk pace in staying ahead 
f the "shakers," which are maintained and guided by 
ibrator Operators RICHARD Zowrn, W. C. (SARGE) NEL-

o ano DAVID LEE, assisted by Helpers JERRY RILEY and 
A. L. I TENDON. 

Earl this yea the Zowrn family purchased an attrac
tive new mobile ho e and, hopefully, have discarded the 
sometimes ard ous tas of finding a place to live following 
a crew move. 

Directing "traffic' ·N the field is Observer ART TEUTSCH, 
who, at the time of this writing, has to oversee his record
ing truck, fou.v vibrators, and three cable trucks. 

In front a Ci back on the recording line are Helpers AL 
-n .... --,SJEFANI, STEVE BEETS, JACKIE FEW, ROY RJLEY, LARRY 

--............... ,11~ w .-c ER, ICTOR LoCKE, JAMES SEATON, and DAVID KAM-

PARTY V-5 (field) - HOUSTON, TEXAS 

R. K. WILLIAMS, Reporter 
C. N. HARDIN, Photographer 

Greetings from Space City, U.S.A. - Houston, Texas, 
the home of the Oilers, Astros, Astronauts, and many, 
many Westerners, including Party V-5. The WESTERN 
PROFILE has finally caught up with V-5, which has been 
working north and south, but all in the east - east Texas, 
that is. 

Although crew headquarters are located in Houston, V-5 
is termed the "suitcase crew" of Western's "Vibroseis"® 
parties. In the past few months V-5 has shown its versa
tility and perserverance from the famous rolling Piney 
Woods of northeast Texas to the flat mesquite and rice 
lands of southeast Texas. 

Constantly preparing the next line for production are 
Permit Agent NOLLIN COCKRELL and Surveyor TRAVIS 
PHELPS. NoLLIN has probably logged more miles thus far 
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E.RE and the summer trainees, MIKE Russ, JERRY HRo
BAR, RU E ANDERSON, and DANNY HUDSON. 

PARTY MANAGER CLARENCE HARDIN is vacationing at 
home with his family in Oklahoma at the time of this report. 

Two Party V-5 vibrator operators, Richard Zowie lleftl and W. C. 
!Sarge) Nelson, put their heads together over a repair problem. 
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NEW ORLEANS OFFICE -

Browne Carleton, son of Fay, 
secretary In the New Or
leans office, was graduated 
in May from East Jefferson 
High School, New Orleans. 
His plans included entering 
Loyola University this fall to 
study criminology under 
the Cadel Training Program 
of lhe New Orleans Police. 

MET AIRIE LOUISIANA 

CAROL JEAN HART, Reporter 
FAY CARLETON, Photographer 

With summer in full swing, the atmosphere in the New 
Orleans office (NOO) is one of excitement and big plan
ning in preparation for the great event - SUMMER VA
CATION ! R. D. (BoB) DE JouRNETTE, office manager of 
the New Orleans data storage (NODS) and tape certifica
tion center (NOCC), is an avid reader of his daily horo
scope, which predicts a late vacation alone; so he has 

decided to do just that. BoB is going on a long-awaited 
fishing trip to try out his new rod and reel that he received 
as a Christmas gift. While he is sitting in a boat out in the 
middle of a lake somewhere, enjoying the quiet and still 
surroundings, his wife FRANCES and twin daughters, MARY 
FRANCES and TERESA ANN, who are now 15, are taking 
a trip to the Mississippi Gulf Coast with FRANCES' sister, 
who is visiting. 

FAY CARLETON, secretary in the New Orleans office, 
has been busy as of late. Her son BROWNE was graduated 
from East Jefferson High School on May 31. BROWNE has 
high hopes of entering Loyola University in the fall to 
study criminology under the New Orleans Police Cadet 
Training Program. While BROWNE is busy working on his 
plans, his sister VICKI is busy working as detail assistant 
to the buyer in fashion accessories at D. H. Holmes, Ltd. 
VICKI acquired this position several months ago and just 
loves every minute of it. FAY and her husband JIMMY are 
very proud of their children. 

NOCC's ELIZABETH RECKNER has taken off to Percy 
Quinn State Park, located in McComb, Mississippi, for a 
fun-filled week of swimming, boating, and keeping tab on 
her three daughters, LISA, 12; KATHY, 11; and GRETA, 9. 
GRETA is the so-called tomboy of the family and can us
ually be found playing football with the boys or climbing 
a high tree all the way to the top! 

While ELIZABETH is spending her vacation at Percy 
Quinn, MAUREEN BOWLER, NOCC, has taken the job of 
filling in for LIZ. MAUREEN was graduated from Riverdale 
High School this May and is planning to attend Northeast
ern State College in Monroe, Louisiana, this fall on a 
scholarship. MAUREEN is from a family of 18 children. 
Wow! What a family that is! 

CAROL JEAN HART, NOO, just celebrated her first year 
with Western. CAROL plans a trip to Tampa, Florida, in 

Some of the Westerners in New Orleans are shown ~I their jobs. Left - Maureen 
Bowler is sealing and packing certified reels. Center - Ken McAm pauses a mo
ment before going on shift as chief certifier. Right - Aline Sweet, one of the 
newer members of Western in the certification center, is busy on the tape cleaner. 

mzama 

More New Orleans Westerners are shown at their jobs. Left - Esther Truxillo is 
operating the tape certifier. Center - The "King" of the graveyard shift, Ernie 
Haws, is making out his report so that he can hit the road. Righi - Jerald 
Brown, in charge of lhe data storage, is trying to figure out what comes next. 

the latter part of August to visit relatives and enjoy all of 
the sunshine and sites so well known to Florida. This will 
be a first for CAROL since she has never had the opportu
nity of taking a jet before. We must admit, since we are 
the reporter, that we are very excited about the trip, but 
also quite nervous. Our only hope now is that we do make 
it to Tampa, not Havana, Cuba! Now that would be an 
experience. 

Our music enthusiasts, LARRY ROBINSON and LIONEL 
ARD, NODS, are planning to attend a dance given on the 
river boat S.S. President. LIONEL and LARRY have a great 
deal in common. For one thing they grew up in the same 
neighborhood and have been great friends through all of the 
years. LARRY enjoys mechanical work, especially on his 
car. LIONEL at the moment is trying desperately to build 
a transmission and repair his '57 Oldsmobile. Among the 
many hobbies both enjoy, only one interest without a doubt 
comes first on the list, and that is girls. 

MARY ALINE SWEET, NOCC, has been quite busy these 
days trying to master the art of running the certification 
machine. With the guidance of KENNETH E . McARN, 
MARY has done a great job! KEN is originally from ColUm
bia, Mississippi, but lives in New Orleans. He finds the big 
city life a bit hectic on occasions, and so he goes back to 
the quiet little town of Columbia to visit his parents and, 
of course, see his girl friend TRICIA. 

Although not planning a vacation at this time, EsTHER 
TRUXILLO, NOCC, did spend the 4th of July with her 
brother and his wife in Baton Rouge, Louisiana. They had 
a most enjoyable day, starting with a big steak dinner. 
Since ESTHER'S family is spread out all over the world, it 
is quite an event for her to get together with the family 
for a holiday. EARNEST HAWS, NOCC, realizes how great 
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it is to have a family get-together. ERNIE is from New 
Mexico originally and always appreciates the opportunity 
of seeing his family. ERNIE has been with Western for nine 
months, and we have enjoyed every minute of it. He can 
be classified as a genuine comedian. Usually his daily re
ports are comprised of weird things that happen to him 
during the night shift from 12:00 A.M. to 8:00 A.M. ERNIE 

R. D. I Bob) De Journetle, New Orleans office manager, poses wilh 
his office girls, Fay Carleton (right), secretary-receptionist, and 
her assistant, Carol Hart. At home Bob also has girls, twins. 
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ment before going on shift as chief certifier. Right - Aline Sweet, one of the 
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city life a bit hectic on occasions, and so he goes back to 
the quiet little town of Columbia to visit his parents and, 
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Although not planning a vacation at this time, EsTHER 
TRUXILLO, NOCC, did spend the 4th of July with her 
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FALL-WINTER 1969 

it is to have a family get-together. ERNIE is from New 
Mexico originally and always appreciates the opportunity 
of seeing his family. ERNIE has been with Western for nine 
months, and we have enjoyed every minute of it. He can 
be classified as a genuine comedian. Usually his daily re
ports are comprised of weird things that happen to him 
during the night shift from 12:00 A.M. to 8:00 A.M. ERNIE 

R. D. I Bob) De Journetle, New Orleans office manager, poses wilh 
his office girls, Fay Carleton (right), secretary-receptionist, and 
her assistant, Carol Hart. At home Bob also has girls, twins. 
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Larry Robinson and Lionel Ard, Western emp loyees in the New Or
leans data storage, are filing tapes in one of the client's bins. 

has convinced everyone in the New Orleans office that the 
building is haunted! 

JERALD L. BROWN, NODS, who is generally a busy bea
ver, took time out from his busy schedule to spend the 
4th of July on a picnic with his wife LUCILLE and their 
two sons, FLOYD, age 3, and JEROME, who celebrated his 
second birthday on July 13. JERALD also has announced a 
new addition to his family, a basset hound named PREC
mus. 

For the New Orleans office it looks as though everyone 
will have a wonderful summer. 

Right - Party 75's party manager, Al Leake, looks the situation 
aver before hitting a bad one. Then Al remarked to his and Mar
garet's son Scotty, "Some you win and some you lose." Below -
Scotty looks on in disbelief that his dad could hit such a lousy shot. 

PARTY 75 - FREEPORT, TEXAS 

MARGARET LEAKE, Reporter 
KELLY BRIDGE, Photographer 

Since last reporting, Party 7 5 and the crew on the 
Western Geophysical I/ has worked a large area across the 
Gulf of Mexico. The past summer months started in 
BrownsviJle, Texas. Since school was not in session, Party 
Manager AL LEAKE'S wife MARGARET and children LINDA 
and SCOTTY joined him in Brownsville for a short vaca
tion and then- returned to Freeport, Texas, to start another 
school year. LINDA is a senior at Brazosport High School, 
and SCOTTY attends Freeport Junior High. 

During our stay in Brownsville CHARLIE CRAWFORD 
went to Party 78 as party manager, and W. E. (LITTLE 
STRETCH) DAVID came to us as our co-ordinator. STRETCH 
was with us about four weeks before leaving for another 
assignment. Replacing STRETCH was Co-ordinator Rus
SELL BROWN. The BROWNS make their home in Berwick, 
Louisiana. Their oldest daughter, BRENDA, was graduated 
from Nicholls State College in July. BRENDA plans to teach 
in the Bayou Vista (Louisiana) Elementary school this fall. 
Their second daughter, BECKY, is employed by Gulf Land 
Printing Company until she re-enters college this fall. Their 
youngest daughter, MARTHA, attends Berwick High School. 

After about two months in Brownsville, Party 75 moved 
back to Morgan City, Louisiana. Making this move was 
Observer HARRY (RACEHORSE) McGEHEE. Petal, Missis
sippi, has been home to HARRY and wife HARRIETT and 
daughters JANE, DALE, and MARIE for several years. Con
gratulations are in order for JANE, who was graduated from 
Petal High School this spring. JANE plans to attend Missis-
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Irate on a game of cribbage. The 
Gulf included bases in Texas, Lou
isiana, Mississippi, Florida, and, 
since Party 75 reported, Mexico. 

sippi Southern University this fall. DALE and MARIE attend 
Petal High School. 

Also going to Morgan City was Gun Operator CARROL 
SMITH. CARROL'S wife MARIE is originally from Rome, 
Italy, but now lives in Woodville, Mississippi , with their 
daughter SOPHIA, who is 3 years old. 

JACK GREEN, captain of the Western I/, wife LOCKIE, 
and son DICKIE welcomed the arrival of JACK, JR. , born 
November 8, 1968. The GREENS make their home in Free
port. 

After leaving Morgan City, we worked a short time in 
Pascagoula , Mississippi, and Pensacola, Florida, before 
moving to Panama City, Florida. Joining us in Panama 
City was Helper STEVE BISHOP. "Break" time finds STEVE 
in West Monroe, Louisiana. Also coming to the crew was 
Captain Lours SIMMONS, whose home is in Biloxi, Missis
si ppi . 

Before leaving Panama City, we "spiked" in Tampa, 
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Florida, for two months. At this time we welcomed Helper 
WAYNE SUMMRALL back to Western and Party 75 after 
his service in Vietnam. 

Keeping the boys well fed and the morale high is Cook 
J. M. (BARNEY) BONNETTE. BARNEY hails from Alexan
dria, Louisiana. 

Helper DoN ScHIETZER came to us from Biloxi after 
retirement from the U. S. Air Force. Another newcomer 
to Western is Captain STEVE TEBOTICH, also from Biloxi. 

Each summer we always have a number of college stu
dents who work as helpers. This summer we had KELLY 
BRIDGE from the University of Houston and DELMER 
WOODS from Texas A & M. Hurry up, September! Oh, 
those "Aggie" jokes! 

At the present time Party 7 5 is working in the Galves
ton , Texas, area. The last report was "Get your passports 
ready, and brush up on your Spanish." Until next time, 
"Adios, amigos." 
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On the way to the prospect in southern Utah, these two Party V-4 
vibrators are entering Parowan Gap, which is the site of many 
petroglyphs, drawings carved in the rocks by prehistoric Indians. 

PARTY V-4 - CEDAR CITY, UTAH 

EVELYN SIVA GE, Reporter 
GUY BRAZELL, Photographer 

A summer move from Ely, Nevada, relocated Party V-4 
at Cedar City, in southern Utah, a friendly, growing town, 
with a population nearing 9,000. The College of Southern 
Utah adds much in beauty and culture. Churches include 
Protestant, Catholic, and Mormon. Modern mining, agri
culture, and manufacturing plants are more assets. 

Driving east from Cedar City through Coal Creek Can
yon, across the Cedar Breaks, a part of the 10,000-foot 
Markagunt Plateau, one reaches the Dixie National Forest. 
Navajo and Panguitch Lakes are near. North of the Breaks 
is the Brian Head Ski Resort, a winter playground. On the 
Navajo Ridge are the Bristle Cone Pines; these are old, 
eerie but interesting living trees. At the Cedar Breaks 
National Monument one can look into a colorful canyon 
more than 2,000 feet deep and about seven miles long. Tall 
cedars and snow complement the red predominating color. 
The plaque lists the color number at 40. We trust that you 
understand this beauty of nature to be almost indescribable. 
The Fourth of July holiday gave us an opportunity to 
explore and enjoy this vacation area. 

The prospect is semi-desert, with mountains on the 
west and east. The desert consists of sagebrush, low sage, 
sand, gullies, and, of course, the usual desert animals, 
including the ever present rattlesnakes. At the time of 
writing the crew is working approximately 50 miles from 
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Vibrators are working on the Party V-4 prospect, which is, for the 
most part, semi-desert consisting of sagebrush, sand, and gullies. 

Operator Vernon Rabel works on his vibrator in the sage of the 
Party V-4 prospect in southern Utah. A good view of a vibrator. 

Party V-4 Helper Spencer Bowman (white shirt, left of the tel is laying out fliers east of Parowan Gap in southern Utah. 

town. This is a welcome change as the men can return 
home at night. 

Party Manager JAMES 0. (JIM) GoooGAME and wife 
DELLA made arrangements for the crew Safety Dinner. 
The husbands and wives and the single guys met at 
Kanarraville, Utah, for this social. A western-style dining 
room, with red-checked table linen, small oil lamps, and 
visible charcoal grills, and pleasant conversation added to 
the festivity. Delicious steaks, triple salads, homemade 
bread, and fruit pies were highlights of the menu. 

Observer GUY BRAZELL and wife GAYLE decided that 
it took almost as long learning the correct street address 
of the new trailer park as it did parking their three-bed
room trailer house. Little GuY, age 7, is taking swimming 
lessons; and daughters KELLY, 5, and KRISTI, 4, like camp
ing but think that quiet fishing is for daddies. 

Motoring to Gonzales and Cuero, Texas, for vacation 
were Vibrator Operator VERNON RABEL and wife MARY. 
We are sure that their daughter JuoY, age 3, captured the 
hearts of the grandparents. Vibrator Operator GILBERT 
MONDRAGON and wife BELLA spent their vacation in the 
"Land of Enchantment," Taos, New Mexico. Daughters 
MONIQUE, age 7' and LOVELLA, 3, called at the beauty 
shop for their short hair cuts, sets, and comb-outs. 

Vibrator Operator EUGENE FAITH owns rolling equip
ment; his home rolls, his truck rolls, and his car rolls. As-

Against a background of beautiful cumulous clouds in southern Utah, 
Helper Lyman Holyoak picks up that old cable again for Party V-4! 
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sistant Observer ED GATZKE, also a vibrator operator, 
occasionally puts on an aviator's helmet and flies into the 
"wild blue yonder." 

Coming here from Waycross, Georgia, Surveyor JOHN 
CRANE and wife BETTY made a visit to their home at 
Shafter, California, over the holidays. Surveyor Helper 
PAUL REID and wife CONNIE are finding fishing in Utah 
different than in California. Baby daughter MARY, age 10 
months, is walking around independently happy anywhere. 

Surveyor CHARLES (CHRIS) CHISHOLM is looking for
ward to the return of wife FRANCES and children, daughter 
BECKY, age 6, and little CHRrs, 3. They have spent most of 
the summer in Missouri at the home of her parents. FRAN
CES' father passed away July 5. Our sincere sympathy, 
CHRTS, FRANCES, BECKY, and little CHRIS. 

One who enjoys camping and fishing is Cable Pusher 
RAY OLIVAS. Wife CONNIE is happy driving their new, blue 

Here are some of the men working with Party 
V-4 in southern Utah . Far left - Observer Guy 
Brazell looks out from his recording truck. Left 
- Chief Observer Carl Sivage checks cable, 
and Helper David Fletcher has the fliers in the 
background. Above - Equipment Supervisor 
Lowell Hull, from Denver, inspects a wheel. 

station wagon. Son PATRICK, age 2 Yz, likes having his 
maternal grandmother as their guest. 

Surveyor Helper GARY LARSEN is not far from home 
base, Gunnison, Utah. Helper ALBERT THOMAS, who 
drives a jug truck, is from California; Helper DAVID FLET
CHER and wife ANN, from Wichita, Kansas; and Helper 
BOYD WILLIAMS, also a jug-truck driver, from Cedar City, 
as are a lot of the jug crew. Employed for summer work 
and returning to the "Halls of Ivy" are: LYMAN HOLYOAK, 
TERRY NIELSON, FREDRICK HOFFMAN, DANIEL HOFER, 
FOREST HELD, BOBBIE STUBBS, LLOYD STUBBS, JERRY 
ROBINSON, and R. D. DEVENDORF. GEORGE BANKS and 
DAVID DRYDEN will teach this fall. Other local helpers are 
PAUL STEINFELS, DUANE HULL, HOWARD VEATER, and 
STANLEY BLAKE. 

Chief Observer CARL SIVAGE and wife EVELYN have 
lived at the following Utah towns - Vernal, Green River, 

Far left - Cable Pusher Ray 
Olivas repairs some fliers 
for Party V-4. Left - In
strument Supervisor Leonard 
Hoyt (left), from Denver, 
and Chief Observer Carl Siv
age, Party V-4, let their car 
and the Utah mountains be 
background for their picture. 
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Mount Pleasant, Moab, and Price - prior to Cedar City. 
Driving on Highway 91 to and from California, they passed 
through Cedar City many times. "Believe it or not," when 
time permits, they are reading historical markers and fol
lowing arrow signs to points of interest on either side of 
Highway 91. 

Relieving for Party Manager GooDGAME while he is on 
vacation is Party Chief HOMER HOLDER. JIM, DELLA, and 
children, daughters BETH, age 14, and CYNTHIA (CINDY), 
12, and son BUDDY, 8, joined the station-wagon and camp
er-style vacationers. First stop - Disneyland. How fortu
nate. (Jim is now party manager of Party V-9 in Colorado. 
-Ed.) 

PARTY 77 - LISBON, PORTUGAL 

M. I. WEIDNER, Reporter-Photographer 

After spending many months along the west coast of 
Africa, Party 77 moved north into Portugal. The Western 
Beacon has its home base in Lisbon, but it has had the 
opportunity of stopping at many of the scenic ports along 
the coast of Portugal, such as Porto, Figueira da Faz, and 
Peniche. Though the waters off the coast may be rough, 
even in summer, the scenic beauty of the country and the 
very pleasant people make it a nice place in which to spend 
some time. 

Portugal is considered the second oldest country in Eu
rope - that is to say that it has had the same borders 
since the 12th century; only Denmark has had a longer 
history without a change of its borders. Many of the early 
global explorers started their expeditions from ports in 
Portugal. Juan Rodriguez Cabrillo, after sailing into San 
Diego Bay, reputedly named the land California after his 
home in Portugal. California is a derivation of "limestone 
(cal) oven (forne)." 

Portugal is most famous for its exports of cork and port 
wine. While in Porto Gun Operator LAN BLEAKLY and 
Digital Operator TOM JuosPAITIS, among others, visited 
the establishments of some of the port wine makers and 
seemed quite happy about the experience. 

Other members of the crew have found other pleasures 
in Portugal. Co-ordinator Russ STANLAND and daughter 
LISA have found the zoo in Lisbon an interesting place to 
visit. Digital Technician DAVE NOBEL likes roaming up 
and down the hills of Lisbon and wandering through the 
old castles, and Helper VILLY NIELSEN has dreams of 
driving a sports car on the winding roads through the hilly 
country of Portugal. Most of the others are happy with 
the beaches. 

Other members of the seismic crew are Helpers ADRIAN 
HARRIS, HARRY MCHUGH, BRIAN DONNELLY, ALAN 
EHORN, JAY THOMPSON, FRED HANBURY, and ARTHUR 
SHARK~Y and Assistant Observer ROGER EDMONDS. EDDIE 
REILL y does a good job of providing the food aboard the 
Western Beacon. 

In addition to the Western Beacon Party 77 has the Miss 
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The Party 77 photographer takes a high view of Lisbon, Portugal. 

Freeport, its supply boat. The boat crews currently include 
Captains FRED ABNEY and Coy M. TAYLOR, Marine En
gineers JAMES K. (JIM) SPROLES and BENNIE DAWSEY, 
and Seaman STEVE RESTIVO. 

Assistant Party Manager BoB ELEK has recently arrived 
from Ireland to assist Party Chief MEL WEIDNER on shore. 
We think that if we had our choice, we would like to spend 
the rest of the summer in Portugal. 

The Party 77 ships are in Lisbon, Portugal, home base for a time. 
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Brazell looks out from his recording truck. Left 
- Chief Observer Carl Sivage checks cable, 
and Helper David Fletcher has the fliers in the 
background. Above - Equipment Supervisor 
Lowell Hull, from Denver, inspects a wheel. 

station wagon. Son PATRICK, age 2 Yz, likes having his 
maternal grandmother as their guest. 

Surveyor Helper GARY LARSEN is not far from home 
base, Gunnison, Utah. Helper ALBERT THOMAS, who 
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and returning to the "Halls of Ivy" are: LYMAN HOLYOAK, 
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Far left - Cable Pusher Ray 
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Hoyt (left), from Denver, 
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age, Party V-4, let their car 
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background for their picture. 
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Mount Pleasant, Moab, and Price - prior to Cedar City. 
Driving on Highway 91 to and from California, they passed 
through Cedar City many times. "Believe it or not," when 
time permits, they are reading historical markers and fol
lowing arrow signs to points of interest on either side of 
Highway 91. 

Relieving for Party Manager GooDGAME while he is on 
vacation is Party Chief HOMER HOLDER. JIM, DELLA, and 
children, daughters BETH, age 14, and CYNTHIA (CINDY), 
12, and son BUDDY, 8, joined the station-wagon and camp
er-style vacationers. First stop - Disneyland. How fortu
nate. (Jim is now party manager of Party V-9 in Colorado. 
-Ed.) 

PARTY 77 - LISBON, PORTUGAL 

M. I. WEIDNER, Reporter-Photographer 

After spending many months along the west coast of 
Africa, Party 77 moved north into Portugal. The Western 
Beacon has its home base in Lisbon, but it has had the 
opportunity of stopping at many of the scenic ports along 
the coast of Portugal, such as Porto, Figueira da Faz, and 
Peniche. Though the waters off the coast may be rough, 
even in summer, the scenic beauty of the country and the 
very pleasant people make it a nice place in which to spend 
some time. 

Portugal is considered the second oldest country in Eu
rope - that is to say that it has had the same borders 
since the 12th century; only Denmark has had a longer 
history without a change of its borders. Many of the early 
global explorers started their expeditions from ports in 
Portugal. Juan Rodriguez Cabrillo, after sailing into San 
Diego Bay, reputedly named the land California after his 
home in Portugal. California is a derivation of "limestone 
(cal) oven (forne)." 

Portugal is most famous for its exports of cork and port 
wine. While in Porto Gun Operator LAN BLEAKLY and 
Digital Operator TOM JuosPAITIS, among others, visited 
the establishments of some of the port wine makers and 
seemed quite happy about the experience. 

Other members of the crew have found other pleasures 
in Portugal. Co-ordinator Russ STANLAND and daughter 
LISA have found the zoo in Lisbon an interesting place to 
visit. Digital Technician DAVE NOBEL likes roaming up 
and down the hills of Lisbon and wandering through the 
old castles, and Helper VILLY NIELSEN has dreams of 
driving a sports car on the winding roads through the hilly 
country of Portugal. Most of the others are happy with 
the beaches. 

Other members of the seismic crew are Helpers ADRIAN 
HARRIS, HARRY MCHUGH, BRIAN DONNELLY, ALAN 
EHORN, JAY THOMPSON, FRED HANBURY, and ARTHUR 
SHARK~Y and Assistant Observer ROGER EDMONDS. EDDIE 
REILL y does a good job of providing the food aboard the 
Western Beacon. 

In addition to the Western Beacon Party 77 has the Miss 
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The Party 77 photographer takes a high view of Lisbon, Portugal. 

Freeport, its supply boat. The boat crews currently include 
Captains FRED ABNEY and Coy M. TAYLOR, Marine En
gineers JAMES K. (JIM) SPROLES and BENNIE DAWSEY, 
and Seaman STEVE RESTIVO. 

Assistant Party Manager BoB ELEK has recently arrived 
from Ireland to assist Party Chief MEL WEIDNER on shore. 
We think that if we had our choice, we would like to spend 
the rest of the summer in Portugal. 

The Party 77 ships are in Lisbon, Portugal, home base for a time. 



PARTY R-1 - METAIRIE, LOUISIANA ... 

FRANCES SALVAGGIO and DIANE WILLIS, Reporters 
DON SENSEL, Photographer 

Hello, fellow Westerners, from the personnel of the 
Party R-1 office in Metairie, Louisiana. 

Vacation-time plans are well under way for some mem
bers. Seismologist JOHN WHITE, Chief Draftsman JOHN 
HENDRICKS, and Senior Draftsman VERNON CHAMPAGNE 
and their families are hoping that they can return to their 
respective home towns of Lexington, Tennessee; Hominy, 
Oklahoma; and Breaux Bridge, Louisiana. 

R-1 's most eligible bachelor, Seismologist BAHA KAMAL, 
is looking forward to vacation and going home more than 
anyone. It has been two years since BAHA has visited his 
native Cairo, Egypt; and one glance at the X's on his 
calendar tell us that it will not be long now. 

Seismologist R. D. (SCOTTY) SCOTT is driving his wife 
RosE and their son KIRK over to the "Sunshine State" of 
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Party R-1 in Metairie, Louisiana : Far left - Aart de Jong, manager 
of data interpretation, takes time from a busy schedule to catch 
up on his mail. Left - "Long distance on 71" is a familiar phrase 
to Joe G. Saltamachia, interpretation supervisor, as one of his 
many duties Is liaison between our interpretative office and West
ern's many digital centers. Below left - Seismologist Russell 
Feist lstandingl blends his talents with Party Chief W. C. !Wally) 
Browder, who recently returned from Shreveport, Louisiana. Be
low center - Dianne Willis is showing that she can adjust from 
typing to lending a hand in our drgfting department whi e Senior 
Draftsman Vernon Champagne checks her gssignment. Below right
Party Chief Blaine Weber (seated) and Seismologist Boho Kamal 
review section data during their interpretation of a critical area . 

Florida. The ScoTTs plan to be typical tourists, visiting all 
of the historical landmarks Florida has to offer. 

The decision to spend their vacation at home has been 
made by Seismologist OSCAR BUITRON and his wife RUTH. 
RUTH'S son, DONALD DAVILLA, has recently opened an art 
gallery in the French Quarter. It is here that OSCAR and 
RUTH plan to spend most of their leisure time. If any of 
you see OSCAR walking his dog (?) in the Quarter, do not 
start any rumors. Just because he has no dog does not 
mean he cannot walk one. 

Party Chief J. B. (JIM) ARLEDGE, wife VIRGINIA, and 
their two children also have decided to spend an "at-home" 
vacation. VIRGINIA has looked forward to "just plain rest
ing" since she recently completed her first year of teaching 
for the Jefferson Parish public schools. 

Computer ALLAN LINKER is enjoying his vacation in 
Fort Chaffee, Arkansas, with the Louisiana National Guard. 

Congratulations to Seismologist DETMAR F. TOM DIECK 
and his wife ANNELIESE, who celebrated their 25th wed
ding anniversary this past spring. ANKE, their daughter, is 
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looking forward to entering her senior year at Louisiana 
State University in New Orleans. 

A familiar face back on the scene is that of Party 
Chief w. c. (WALLY) BROWDER. WALLY and wife DORIS 
have returned to New Orleans and R-1 after a six-year stay 
with Western in Shreveport. 

A hearty welcome to the three latest additions to the 
fine "Western Family." Assistant Seismologist RussELL 
FEIST joined Western in January of this year. No newcomer 

. to the geophysical business, RussELL had been previously 
employed by a major oil company for the past 16 years. 
Senior Computer WILLIAM KNIGHTON, a former math 
teacher in the secondary public schools of New Orleans, 
joined Western in December 1968. And not to be forgotten 
is Assistant Computer BILL SussKY. BILL, while working 
at Western, is also completing his requirements towards a 
degree in chemistry at Tulane University night school. 

We also have had some tiny additions to the "Western 
Family." BARBARA BENSEL, wife of Chief Computer DoN 
HENSEL, gave birth to their third child on September 12. 
The other BENSEL children, GREG and TERRI, helped in 
the selection of her name, KRISTIN SUZANNE. To Party 

More of Party R-1 at work in Metairie, Louisiana: Above left -
Seismologist Detmer F. tom Dieck, once again is confronted with 
his usual task of gathering velocity information and charts for a 
client's final report. Above center - Going over the client's re
quirements far drafting of final maps are Chief Draftsman John 
L. Hendricks (left) a"d Assistant Party Chief W. p. !Bill! From
meyer, Jr. Above right - Party Chief James B. Arledge lseatedl is 
shown applying some new data just passed on to him by Seismolo
gist Oscar Buitron. Right - Seen discussing an important well log 
that is necessary in making proper interpretation of a prospect 
are Seismologists R. D. (Scotty) Scott !left! and John D. White . 
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Chief BLAINE WEBER and his wife CONNIE came their sec
ond daughter, KRISTIE, born October 28. Last January 11 
JAN MARIE was born to MARGO FROMMEYER, wife of As
sistant Party Chief W. P. (BILL) FROMMEYER, JR., bring
ing the count of the FROMMEYER children to five. 

Now that BILL and MARGO have five children, as do 
Assistant Supervisor J. G. SALTAMACHIA and wife JOAN, it 
is everyone's guess as to who will break the tie. "Hope JoE 
wins," says BILL. 

Recently Manager of Data Interpretation AART DE JONG 
and wife MARGARET were hosts at a cocktail party given 
for all of the members of R-1. Their lovely daughter 
STEPHANIE and sons KEITH and NEIL assisted. A most 
enjoyable time was had by all. To date, the DE JONG family 
vacation plans are indefinite. Since STEPHANIE will be a 
freshman at Louisiana State University this fall, we are 
sure that MARGARET will be quite busy assisting her in 
selecting her wardrobe. 

Late News Flash: ROSANNE FROMMEYER, daughter of 
BILL and MARGO, is a member (pitcher) of the softball 
team that won City Championship for 10-year-olds, better 
known as the Ponytail League. 
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Surveyor Weldon Dodds, who is with Party 34, takes time out from 
work to pose, with the Squaw Gap hills of Montana as background. 

OWENS, BILL JUST, DALE MouM, and MAYNARD BILLS. 
Drill Helper DoN GOFF has been doing a fine job of filling 
in for the regular drillers while they take their vacations. 
(DON recently became the proud papa of an 8-pound boy.) 
Since Driller DICK SEMINGSON went to a California crew 
in July, it has been pretty dull riding to work in the morn
ings. The drillers do not understand climbing a 300-foot 
cliff to drill a 200-foot hole, but Field Equipment Super
visor LOWELL HULL tells us, on his visits, that they have 
been doing the same thing for many years. 

People have mistaken Assistant Observer RoN BOOTH'S 
cable crew for an attacking army. When you see Helper 
R. P. HAMKENS drive his cable truck to the crest of a hill 
and Helpers R. H. RossoL, C. M. DEMING, W. F. LUKACH, 
R. M. GATZKE, R. B. MURRAY, R. T. WALDO, M . J . KOPP, 
s. S. IVERSON, and ERIC SKOV all jump out to make a 
drag-out, it is impressive, even to veteran Westerners. 

We are all enjoying a beautiful summer and only hope 
that the weatherman will be nice to us for the rest of 
the year. 

PARTY F-80- FOGGIA, ITALY 

EDOARDO MACCHIA, Reporter 
MASSIMO PINCIONE, Photographer 

Party F -80 moved here to Foggia, Italy, at the end of 
May after having spent the previous winter and spring in 
Pescara, Italy. Western crews have been headquartered in 
Foggia many times in the past. For this reporter it is the 
third stay here: the first time was in 1956 on our ~rst crew 
assignment. Today, looking back through these bygone 
years brings nostalgic memories, like a movie film , of 
events, friends, and associates, some of whom are no long
er with us, and of our first fond contacts with the wonder
ful "Western Family." 

Foggia is an important, densely populated city in mid
south Italy. The city itself extends over a vast area of the 
plains of Puglia. The temperature here in the summer 
reaches uncomfortably high figures, but no one seems to 
mind, least of all our surveyor, ALDO PALERMO. 

A few days ago ALDO'S car was missing from the park
ing lot; and he began to "sweat through" the proverbial 
seven shirts, all to no avail because later his car was found 
with the wheels, motor, windows, and seats missing. 

This Party F-80 had spent many years in Sicily prior 
to coming back to the Mainland last year, and consequently 
many of the present crew members are of Sicilian origin. 

Assisting Party Manager EDOARDO MACCHIA in the office 
are MASSIMO PINCIONE and EMILIO DI SABATINO. MASSI
MO is a brand new groom, who is still in orbit and who 
uses any occasion as a valid excuse to run to his OFELIA. 
EMILIO is still a bachelor, tall and thin like a breadstick; 
the "fuzzy cheeked one," though encircled by many pretty 
little butterflies, thinks only of MARISTELLA. 

Some years ago there was shown in the PROFILE pictures 
of EDOARDO MACCHIA's twin daughters, DANIELA and MAN
UELA, and their little brother DINO. This year these no-
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Far left-A curious country
man (center! watches Drill
er Giuseppe Di Vino !left) 
and Assistant Driller Vito 
Montino al their Party F-80 
drill near Foggia, Italy. 
Left - Observer Umberto 
Lombardo (in the Party F-80 
recording truck) confers 
with Surveyor Aldo Palermo 
!left) and Assistant Observ
er Roberto Barone in Italy . 
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longer baby girls were graduated with honors from the 
elementary school and this fall will enter the secondary 
school. Little DINO will start his scholastic career at the 
same time. 

For the other crew members things are going along 
normally. The married men live in peace and harmony 
with their families, and those few remaining bachelors de
fend themselves as best they can. 

The inviting beaches of the Adriatic Sea at Manfredonia 
are only 20 miles distant from Foggia. Nearby are such 
interesting tourist attractions as the Gargano, the Umbra 
Forest, or the as yet unspoiled natural wonders of the 
Tremiti Islands. Modern high speed "Ali-scafo" provide 
frequent daily service from the Mainland to these islands. 
The nearby cities of San Severo, Troia, Cerignola, Bari, 
and others offer many interesting historical, cultural, and 
artistic attractions, not the least of which is the variety of 
gastronomic delights for which each area has its own re
nowned specialty. 

Making up Party F-80 are: Party Manager EDOARDO 
MACCHIA; Computers MASSIMO PINCIONE and EMILIO DI 
SABATINO; Observer UMBERTO LOMBARDO; Assistant Ob
server ROBERTO BARONE; Surveyor ALDO PALERMO; As-
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sistant Surveyor EUGENIO DI SILVESTRE; Drillers GIU
SEPPE DI PINO, ENRICO OCCHINO, SALVATORE RANDAZZO; 
Assistant Drillers GIUSEPPE BRUNO, LUCIANO CHIAVAROLI, 
ROBERTO MOLINARI, ALESSANDRO SFAMURRI, ORAZIO 
FLAVIANI, Gumo LONGO, and FRANCESCO TAVANO; Cable
man FILIPPO MIRABELLA; Shooter GAETANO PALACINO; 
Mechanic PARIS CRISOLOGO; Jug Hustlers GIOVANNI CA
PUTO, LUIGI CAVALIERE, Gumo CONSOLE, F. SAVERIO 
CURIELLO, FRANCESCO DI LORENZO, VINCENZO PINELLI, 
AGOSTINO GIULIANO, GIOVACCHINO GIUVA, BENITO LA 
GRASTA, VITO MONTINO, LEONARDO SILVESTRI, SAVERIO 
TANZI, SAVINO URBANO, and MICHELE QUARANTA. 

The Sanctuary of the Blessed Virgin is shown by Italy's Party F-80. 
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man FILIPPO MIRABELLA; Shooter GAETANO PALACINO; 
Mechanic PARIS CRISOLOGO; Jug Hustlers GIOVANNI CA
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The Sanctuary of the Blessed Virgin is shown by Italy's Party F-80. 
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PARTY F-71 - ROCKY MOUNTAIN HOUSE, 
ALBERTA . 

GARY McDOUGALL, Reporter 

For the past nine months Party F-71 has enjoyed work
ing in the scenic Rocky Mountain House area of Alberta. 
This is the area to which thousands of people come every 
year to get out to the great outdoors. Here they can hunt, 
fish, hike, or just take in the view of the great Canadian 
Rockies. Alberta's few remaining wild horse herds roam 
in secluded valleys of this area. 

The first settlers came to this area to mine coal and set 
up lumber mills. One of the largest mines was Nordegg, 
which is now closed, resulting in a ghost town with the 
exception of a provincial work camp nearby. The spotlight 
is now on the oil industry as the search for gas and oil 
continues. 

As beautiful as this country is to view and relax in, it 
does pose various problems for seismic operations. Numer
ous lines have stretched over mountains, and towing the 
tracked units with "cats" was necessary. During the past 
30 days, 11 inches of rainfall was reported, making the 
trails exceedingly mucky. Our drillers, RAY ANDERSON, 
BILL MYHRE, and STEVE CULLEN, think that the thick 
layers of gravel and rock make the area undesirable. For 
RAY (RAYMUS) SHIELDS, DARYL VIROSTEK, PAUL DEPNER, 
HAROLD KELLY, BERNIE BARRETT, and BILL NICHOLS, our 
recording helpers, the numerous "dragouts" over the rough 
terrain where even the "cats" are stopped pose the biggest 
problems. 

At times when the camp is located along a high-grade 
road, the boys receive an occasional visit from their wives. 
Party Manager JIM THOMPSON had his wife STELLA bring 
the camper and family down for a short stay. Party F-71 is 
usually located within 100 miles of Red Deer, Alberta, 
and several of the boys are thus located. Shooter RoN 
KANE and Surveyor RON McDOUGALL have their trailers 
located in Red Deer. 

Observer ENROTH (SWEDE) JOHNSON is presently busy 
during his time off building a house in Red Deer. We 
wonder what SWEDE has in mind - marriage? Shooter's 
Helper MORRIS (Mo) DIMMER plans to be married Octo
ber 11 and will also locate in the central Alberta city. 
Clerk GARY McDOUGALL married on June 27 and is also 
living in Red Deer with his charming wife BETH. 

JocK VAN R EEK was called in to cook after he made 
a trip to Mexico to visit relatives. We heard that JocK 
"changed" to better behavior while down there. JOCK is 
assisted by JOHN GIGLIOTTI, a native of Rocky Mountain 
House. Drill Helpers WALLY DUNBAR and ARNIE RAUMAN 
and Camp Attendant GORDON WEATHERILL are also local 
boys. 

The women associated with Party F-71 (wives and girl 
friends of crew members) made arrangements for a "keg 
party," held on June 6. After the steak barbecue, a dance 
followed. All present had a wonderful time. 

I hope that this brings other Westerners up to date on 
some of the activities of Party F-7 1. Until next time, 
goodby from all of us. 
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Above - Surveyor H. D. I Slick I Watts, 
Party V-2, uses his compass to check 
the layout on a new line east of El 
Paso at Cornudas, Texas. Below - Ob
server Jimmy Rodgers waits outside as 
Party Manager Roger Coker checks the 
instruments on the Party V-2 recorde,r. 

Junior Observer Harold Busby (from the left), Vibrator Operator 
Gilbert Jolly, Helper Robin McDevitt, Vibrator Operator Robert 
Nash, and Party Manager Roger Coker, all of Party V-2, are unload
ing ice for the crew at Cornudas, Texas, which is east of El Paso . 

PARTY V-2 - PECOS, TEXAS ... 

JEANETIE WAITS and CONNIE COKER, Reporters 
GEORGE ROUNTHWAITE, Photographer 

Party V-2 enjoyed a six-month stay in El Paso, Texas. 
While there crew members and their families enjoyed a 
barbecue at the sand hills. Party Manager ROGER COKER 
was head chef, and assisting ROGER was NELL BARTON, 
wife of Vibrator Operator REX BARTON. 

Working up an appetite playing baseball were: the 
pitchers, Vibrator Operators ROBERT NASH and REX BAR
TON; the catchers, Cable-truck Operator BARNEY RAILS
BACK and Computer-Clerk WILLARD RACHAL; the first 
basemen, Surveyor H. D. (SLICK) WATTS and GARY NASH 
(son of ROBERT) ; the second basemen; JEANETTE WATTS 
(wife of SLICK) and MERRY COKER (daughter of ROGER); 
the third basemen, DON BARTON (son of REX) and CON
NIE COKER (wife of ROGER); the shortstops, Junior Ob
server HAROLD BUSBY, MARY NASH (wife of ROBERT) , 
and SHIRLEY COKER (daughter of ROGER); and the out
fielders , Helper JoE REDDING and wife SHERRY, Vibrator 
Operator GILBERT JOLLEY (a recent transfer from Party 
2 1 in Pleasanton, Texas) and wife VIRDIA, JEAN BusBY 
(wife of HAROLD) , Surveyor GEORGE RouNTHWAITE and 
wife ANN, TERRY NASH (son of ROBERT), and KIMBERLY 
w ATTS (daughter of SLICK). 

The younger crew members who enjoyed a large sand 
hill overlooking the picnic site were: MARGARET ANN 
COKER; NANCY Jo and SUSAN WATTS; GAYLA, KEITH, and 
CAROLYN JOLLEY; PAMELA BUSBY; and ROBBIE and 
ROCKY REDDING. 

Before leaving to go to Party V-6, then in Alice, Texas, 
Vibrator Operator BILL CALLAN, wife JEANE, and children 
KIM, KATHY, and CHUCK took time out from packing to 
enjoy the barbecue. 

CAROLYN RODGERS, wife of Observer JrMMY RODGERS, 
and BARBARA SCOGGINS, wife of Helper BILLY SCOGGINS, 
gave a baby shower honoring SHERRY REDDING on July 1 
in El Paso. Cake and punch were served to SHERRY RED
DING, NELL BARTON, JEAN BUSBY, VIRDIA JOLLEY, JEAN
ETTE WATTS, and CONNIE COKER. Enjoying his first show
er was BILL y BOB, son of BILLY and BAR.BARA SCOGGINS, 
born May 18 at the Johnstone Clinic in El Paso. BILLY 
BoB weighed 7 pounds 111/z ounces. 

When Vibrator Operator WAYNE CRAWFORD went to 
Party V-3 in Georgia, wife BRENDA and children PETEY 
and RHONDA accompanied him as far as BRENDA'S home 
state, Louisiana. 

Shortly before his transfer to Party V-1 in Beeville, 
T exas, Surveyor GEORGE RoUNTHWAITE and wife ANN 
vacationed in Florida. 

Party V-2 moved to Pecos, Texas, July 7. After the 
move SHERRY REDDING presented JoE with a 7-pound 141/z 
ounce daughter. The proud parents named her TAMMY 
RANEE. She was born July 23 at Reeves County Memorial 
Hospital , Pecos. Older brothers RoBBIE, age 5, and ROCKY, 
4 , are thrilled with their new baby sister. 

The REX BARTONS vacationed in Charleston, South 
Carolina, and the ROBERT NASH family in Sweetwater, 

FALL-WINTER 1969 

A Party V-2 vibrator Is making a drive along the side of Highway 
180 near Comudas, east of El Paso, the most western city in Texas. 

Above - Helper Joe Redding I leftl 
looks around as the Party V-2 photog
rapher snaps him, Observer Jimmy 
Rodgers I inside the recording truck), 
and the back of Junior Observer Harold 
Busby near Comudas, Texas. Below -
Computer-clerk Wiiiard Rachal checks 
fliers for Party V-2 in Comudas, Texas. 
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Texas. Roughing it in the great outdoors at Brownwood 
State Park, Brownwood, Texas, were ROGER and CONNIE 
COKER, with children SHIRLEY, MERRY, and MEG and their 
dog, KING. 

Party Manager CLEO SATTERWHITE is relieving ROGER 
COKER while ROGER is on vacation. 

(Cleo is no longer relieving as he remained with Party 
V-2 when Roger took over Party V-3; and Party V-2 has 
in the meantime gone from Pecos to Sonora to Iraan, all 
in Texas. - Ed.) 

PARTY 80- PERTH, WESTERN AUSTRALIA 

DEREK PEERS, Reporter-Photographer 

Both Party 80 and the Marchart 3 were officially 
launched on February 12 in Fremantle, the port of Perth, 
Western Australia. The Marchart 3, owned and built by 
an Australian company and on charter to Western as a 
recording boat, is the largest boat to be built in Fremantle. 
It is 101 feet long, has a 26-foot beam, and is registered as 
325 tons. Her overall design is such that on completion of 
her charter she will be, with a minimum of alteration, 
changed from a recording boat to a fishing boat. 

During her construction at the company's wharf in the 
Fisherman's Harbour at Fremantle, a seismic surveying 
crew was hired, and the men of it assisted at the wharf 
with general work. It was with this crew and six "veterans," 
led by Co-ordinator RoY McCLURE with the assistance of 
Co-ordinator ERWIN (PANCHO) SANCHEZ-FLORES, that 
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Co-ordinator Roy McClure gives a smile to that lucky shore-bound 
crowd of Party 80 at Broome, Australia, a former pearling port. 

The Marcharl 3 is berthed at the new jetty of Broome, Western Aus
tralia. This new ship, chartered for Western's Party 80, is the largest 
ever to be built in Fremantle, port of Perth, Western Australia. 

she put to sea, headed for her first prospect area. Somehow 
or other two electricians, one carpenter, and one welder 
also made this first trip (we never did hear if they enjoyed 
it!). 

Our recently completed contract on the northwest coast 
of Australia took us to the small port of Broome (pro
nounced 1'Bloome" by Mrs. Kim, the local Chinese res
taurant owner). Broome is situated at the southern tip of 
the Kimberley region of Western Australia, 18° south of 
the equator, 1,570 miles north of Perth. 

It was the bountiful harvest of pearl shells, used mainly 
for buttons, that brought about the establishment of the 
Broome township in the 1880's. By the early 1900's 
Broome had become the established center of the pearling 
industry in Australia; and by 1925 approximately 400 
pearl luggers operated from Broome, employing some 
3,000 men. The second World War and the advent of 
plastic as a material for buttons brought about a sharp de
cline in the demand for pearl shells. At present ther~ are 
only 11 pearl luggers still operating. They now gathe; young 
live shells for tl;ie cultured pearl industry at Kuri Bay, 250 
miles north of Broome. 

The local meat works is the largest indust;y in Broome 
and is the most modern in the southern h~misphere. The 
works are capable of killing 400 head uf cattle per day, 
and the resultant odor from the by-products causes many 
a head to turn - the other way! 

Each year at the Japanese cemecery erected to the mem
ory of 40 Japanese lost or killed during the 1908 cyclone, 
the local Japanese used to pour sake into the bottles set 
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at the foot of each headstone so as to feed the spirits. The 
practice of local natives imbibing the sake before the spirits 
got there, however, caused the discontinuation of this cus
tom. We do believe that Helper JACK MALONEY and As
sistant Party Manager IAN ( C. C.) SMITH are looking into 
this in the hopes of reviving the old custom. 

With the northwest coast contract completed and having 
7,900 miles shot in six months, the Marchart 3 and the 
"Team" set course for Perth, where she is now on the slips 
undergoing alterations to her hull and additional pig-iron 
ballast set in her bilges. These are precautions against heavy 
weather, which is anticipated in the Bass Straits, the loca
tion of our next contract. The straits separate Tasmania, 
the island state of Australia, from the Mainland. 

While presently on break, Assistant Observer ROGER 
(WHALE-BONE) JOHNSON and Gun Mechanic RICHARD 
MORSE have flown to Wellington, New Zealand, to visit 
RICHARD'S family and friends. Chief Gun Mechanic MIL
TON CLARK, Assistant Observer PAUL MASON, and Helpers 
KEITH KERR, SAL JONES NATHAN, JOHN BAKER, and JOHN 
(CHARMER) McTERNAN will all fly from Perth to the 
small South Australian coastal town, Port Lincoln, where 
they wiU rejoin the vessel after her trip across the Great 
Australian Bight. 

Helpers TONY (TONS) SLADE, BOB MOORE, PETER 
(ScousE) WILLIAMS, IAN (JOCK) ROSE, JOHN LIVING
STONE ("I presume"!), JIM KENNEDY, DAVE HARRIS, and 
WIELAND SCHWIEDESSEN and Cooks HANS NASLUND and 
DoN GRIEVE are all looking forward with enthusiasm to 
their ocean "cruise" on the Marchart 3 to Port Lincoln. 
We understand, purely by way of the grapevine, that a 
complete stock of suntan lotion, fishing gear, easy chairs, 
and "girlie magazines" have been bought and safely put 
away for the voyage. Helper BERT MISSEL, who, we are 
told, is rather wary of heights, has decided to entrust him
self to the Australian Railways instead of flying across to 
Port Lincoln. 

Lucky breaks for Assistant Observer DAVE HINDE and 

Party Manager Boyd Kolozs (right) discusses a point concerning 
Party 80 with Harbour and Lights Wharfinger Sandy Simpson on the 
new jetty of Broome, Australia, out of which the crew is working. 

Helpers Boa SHAW, ALDO (BULLWORKER) WERJUTINA, 
and JACK MALONEY as they will only be rejoining the boat 
in Devonport, Tasmania. 

Cannot forget a few good words for our secretary in the 
Perth office, GWEN ABERLE - good words, good words, 
good words! Seriously, though, Party 80 says a big "thank 
you" for the excellent service received. 

Till the next episode in the activities of Party 80, we 
shall now close with that typical Aussie phrase, "She's 
right, Mate"! 
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PARTY F-63 - ROCKY MOUNTAIN HOUSE, 
ALBERTA . 

KEN FUJIKAWA, Reporter-Photographer 

Party F-63 is presently working in the Rocky Mountain 
foothills, near Rocky Mountain House, Alberta. This area 
is mainly rolling foothills, covered by a vast forest, with 
muskeg in the lower sections. Since the terrain is very hilly 
and rough, track vehicles are used on the lines. Most of 
the lines are hilly and steep, making drilling and recording 
operations much tougher than usual. To hinder operations 
even more, rainfall on the lines makes the hills quite 
greasy. 

The summer months are very warm, with overcast skies, 
which tend to bring the unwanted rainfall. There is also 
the constant threat of forest fires breaking out. One of the 
fires burning in the Rocky Mountain area swept across one 
of our lines while it was being worked, forcing the record-

This forest fire, burning out of control, crossed one of Party F-63's 
lines, forcing the recording crew to go to safety. The fire started 
from a lumber mill located about 20 miles west of Caroline, 
Alberta. The picture was taken from the Western crew's camp site. 

ing crew to move to safety. Even though work may get 
tough at times, the men keep looking forward to better 
working areas and better weather. 

The drilling crew of HARVEY TURCOTTE and ANDREW 
CROSSLAND keeps climbing the steep hills to punch holes 
along the hillside. The survey crew, headed by JAKE FRIE
SEN, who is assisted by ALLAN WEISS, BILL JUNGKEN, and 
ELROY (STRETCH) SCHNEIDER, does not seem to mind the 
hills of this area. The recording crew of Observer NICK 
GOOLIAFF, Junior Observer JEREMY (JIGGS) MAHONEY, 
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While visiting Party F-63, Warner Loven, vice president and mana
ger of operations of Western Geophysical of Canada, is seen climb
ing out of the small FN 10 demonstrator after giving Party Manager 
C. M. (Sandy I Larson a ride near Rocky Mountain House, Alberta. 
This new unit is powered by a V-4 engine and will float on water. 

and J1M HENRY, RUSSELL PATTERSON, WILLIAM DIXON, 
JACK DAY, BILL TODDINGTON, CECIL GOOLIAFF, and NOR
BERT OSTER had their troubles this summer when their 
equipment was constantly being repaired. This was due 
mainly to the rainfall and rugged hills. 

Party Manager CECIL (SANDY) LARSON was away on 
holidays in July, and Surveyor GERALD SCHNEIDER took 
over for the month as party manager. Driller ANDREW 
CROSSLAND and Cook ARTHUR (KLINK) SCHEFFLER will 
be taking holidays this month. 

On June 8 Mr. and Mrs. HARVEY TURCOTTE added an 
8-pound 2-ounce boy (LEONARD WADE) to their family. 

In October Surveyor ALLAN WEISS will be married to 
Miss NOREEN POTTS, a girl from his home town of Shell
brook, Saskatchewan. ALLAN is then considering making 
his home in Calgary, Alberta. 

For now, this is Party F-63 saying goodby until the 
next time. 

Cook Art Scheffler (from the left), Mechanic Fred Rudolph, and 
Surveyor Jake Friesen have come to see what Jo-Jo is squawking 
about. Jo-Jo, a hawk found on the line, became Party F-63's mascot. 

down Western's line 
for 25 years 

T HE "25-YEAR CLUB" membership increased by two 
this past summer when Walter T. (Buck) Buckingham 

and Carl B. Sivage, Sr., received Western Geophysical's 
diamond- and ruby-studded 25-Year Service Pins. Buck 
and Carl are the twenty-seventh and twenty-eighth West
erners who have spent a quarter of a century of devoted 
service to the Company and its clients. 

When Walter T. Buckingham was hired as a computer 
by Western in July 1944, he had a bachelor of science de
gree in civil engineering from Mississippi State University 
and several years' experience in engineering and geophysi
cal work. Party 13, the starting crew for many of the 
quarter-century men, was Buck's first assignment; and he 
returned to it from other parties several times during his 
many years in the field. (He has worked in Georgia, Ala
bama, Mississippi, Louisiana, Texas, Wyoming, and Can
ada.) 

During this field period Buck had been promoted to 
chief computer, assistant party chief, party chief, and sen
ior· party chief. He left the field to head the office (inter
pretation) work of various parties in New Orleans. While 
there he was made a geophysical analyst. After 11 years 
there, in June 1967 he was summoned to the Houston 
digital center, where he is now assistant digital production 
manager. 

With the highly sophisticated computer processing of 
digitally acquired geophysical data, the careful analysis of 
results is a critical phase of the operation. Buck is uniquely 
qualified for this evaluation because of his years of expe
rience with land and marine data interpretation, and it was 
for this work that he was transferred to Houston. 

Buck not only received his education in Mississippi but 
also was born there, in Mathiston. His outside interests in
clude fishing, golfing, and watching football. The last prob
ably involves his and wife Lu's 16-year-old son, Kent, 
whose activities include football, as well as track and glee 
club. Buck is a member of the official board of the Metho
dist church. 

Having a great sense of humor, Buck never misses a 
chance to tease when he has the combination of individual 
and circumstance to make this good sport. 

The loyalty and devotion of Buck to Western is second 
only to that which he feels for his personal family. He gives 
his wonderful wife Lu full credit for the patience and un
derstanding with which she encouraged him in the early 
years of frequent crew moves and difficult crew operating 
problems. Her persistent optimism and cheerful acceptance 
of the hardships were an inspiration not only to Buck but 
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also to the entire crew as well and continue to be reflected 
in all of their associations. 

Buck finds the work in the digital center interesting and 
challenging; living in busy, bustling Houston is exciting; 
and his granddaughter lives near enough (Memphis) to 
visit at vacation time and on special occasions; so who 
could ask for more? 

''Truly a Western employee" says one of the many su
pervisors for whom Carl B. Sivage has worked during his 
25 years with Western. "I have known Carl Sivage almost 
20 years," says another, "and have always respected his 
effort and attention he has given to his job." 

Carl has found his years enjoyable and interesting and 
has always tried to operate with a maximum of efficiency 
regarding any needed work, a trait that probably has a 
great deal to do with the fact that clients like him so well. 
As a family the Sivages - Carl, wife Evelyn, and son Carl, 
Jr., - have been, and are, happy and have found that 
doodlebugging has its own advantages, such as others have 
only on vacations. 

Carl actually started with Western in August 1941, but 
three years in the navy during World War II interrupted 
his Western service. Carl's first assignment also was Party 

Walter T. (Buck) Buckingham (rightl is being "pinned" by Vice 
President Howard Dingman in the Houston office. The pin is Buck's 
25-Year Service Pin. He is assistant digital production manager. 
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Carl B. Sivage I left) receives his 25-Year Service Pin and congra.t
ulations from John Harris, field supervisor in the Rocky Mountain 
area . Carl is the party manager of Party V-4 in Cedar City, Utah. 

13, then in Odessa, Texas; he was a helper and then a 
shooter for that crew until his military induction . When he 
returned from the war and to Western on December 31, 
1945, he was assigned to Party 28. Carl was with that crew 
continuously for seven years! By the time he left it to go 
to Party 58 - anct many, many crews since - he had 
switched from shooting to observing and soon became one 
of Western's top chief observers. At present he is serving 
as party manager of Party V-4. 

During his 25 years as a Westerner, Carl has worked 
in his native Arkansas (he was born in Fayettesville), 
Texas, Alaska, Louisiana, Oklahoma, Kansas, Nebraska, 
North Dakota, Colorado, Wyoming, Montana, New Mex
ico Nevada Utah and California. As he has noted, he 
ha; had qui~e a r~nge of elevations in his observing -
from sea level to 11,000 or more feet, the latter in the 
Rocky Mountains. 

This wide range of not only elevations but also geo
graphic areas has given Carl a better opportunity than 
many have to pursue one of his favorite avocations. He is 
an avid collector of rocks and Indian artifacts. " In the 
field ," says one friend, "he can spot an arrowhead, fossil 
dinosaur bone, or antique bottle in the same location that 
the rest of us would have already walked over." 

Not only does Carl collect rock specimens, but also he 
cuts and polishes them. He has, over the last 25 years, 
become most skillful in his lapidary work and jewelry 
making. Furthermore, he is an excellent furniture maker, 
using unique wood and rock specimens. The basement of 
the Sivages' home contains tons of rocks, many of rare 
types of jade, agate, and others, which the Sivages have 
found in various locations. "With his lapidary and jewelry 
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tools, Carl could become a professional at any time," con
cludes a Western colleague. 

This "veteran" also enjoys painting, collecting coins, 
golf, softball, baseball, bowli~g, ~d fo?t?all: C~l's ath
letic skill is well known, both m his part1c1pat1on m sports 
and in the fact that he can still more than keep up with 
many of the youngest recording truck helpers. Carl first 
exhibited his athletic ability by playing pro baseball early 
in his career. He has since become a top golfer and has 
played in several tournaments and won trophies. The prize 
that meant the most to him, however, was the golf bag and 
set of clubs he received for winning in one of the tourna
ments. Another highlight in Carl's athletic "career" was 
scoring a 267 in a bowling game. 

A lucky experience stands out in Carl's mind in looking 
back on his three years with the Seabees in the South Pa
cific. On his first trip home the ship he was on made it; 
two others did not. 

Carl's gracious wife Evelyn shares his interests in rocks, 
unusual places, and doodlebugging. Their son and daugh
ter-in-law are enrolled in the University of Kansas. Carl, 
Jr., is a pharmacy intern, and Sue Ann is majoring in bus
iness administration. 

One friend of this 25-year Westerner probably sums up 
the feelings of many, many Westerners when he says, "Our 
Jong-time association with the Sivages has been one of 
the most interesting and rewarding in our family's collec
tive experience." 

Although many Westerners will recognize this truly 
Western back cover, many will not and thus do not 
know its story or why it is "truly Western." 

"Merry Christmas." This, or its equivalent, is what 
our back cover is saying to you in the native or an
cestral language of many of Western's employees. 
The greetings as they appear on the back cover were 
actually written by the employees. 

Most of the Westerners were born in the country of 
the language in which each is wishing you a happy 
holiday season; only a few were not, and they are the 
first generation born in the United States and know 
their parents' tongues well. 

Languages in which Merry Christmas .or its equiv
alent have been written to you are: Arabic, Assyrian, 
Chinese, Dutch, English, French, German, Italian, 
Persian, Philippine, Polish, Portuguese, Russian, 
Spanish, Swedish, Syrian, Ukranian, and Urdu. 

Because Western Geophysical's operations are so 
much more world-wide than they were when this 
cover was originally made up, it is even more appro
priate for 1969 than it was for 1958. 

WESTERN PROFILE 

Receiving a 1969 IR 100 award at the Chicago Museum of Science 
and Industry is Carl Savit lleftl, Western vice president-research 
and development. The presentation was made by Neil Ruzic, presi-

dent of Industrial Research, for the MAXIPULSE system. 

WESTERN and its development partner, Hercules, Inc. , have 
been singled out for honors in the development of the MAX
IPULSE seismic system. One of the 1969 IR 100 awards for 
the outstanding technical developments of the year was pre
sented to Western at the awards banquet in Chicago on Sep
tember 19. Industrial Research sponsors the IR 100 awards 
program in which a panel of judges determines the 100 most 
significant technical developments of the year. The panel of 
judges this year included four Nobel prize winners, as well as 
the inventors of radar and the laser. The MAXIPULSE sys
tem was singled out for its effectiveness and simplicity in a 
competition for which some 10,000 technical developments 
are el igible each year. Western 's project manager was Gene 
Naparst of our research section. - Linda Hauser. 

FALL-WINTER 1969 

,SERVICE "above and beyond the call of duty" after Hurricane 
"Camille" merited Marine Supervisor John Joyce a $100 bonus 
check in the eyes of Western management, according to Neal 
P. Cramer, vice president-operations. 

During the week following Camille, many Westerners -
and all of those in Pascagoula, Mississippi, who had been 
in the storm - were very concerned about the families of 
employees living in the Biloxi-Gulfport area. John, being a 
nat ive Biloxian knows the area welt; and so he volunteered 
to go into the devastated region to s~arch for the families s~ 
that their husbands and sons on foreign crews could be noti-
fied. . 

As R. L. (Bob) Nicholls, manager of Western 's manne 
transport division, Pascagoula, put it, "We knew that the m~n 
would be greatly worried and that it was important to advise 
them as soon as possible how their families had fared." 

Although it meant considerable discomfort and risk to John 
personally because of the rubble, disease, and trash, he 
searched continually day and night for several days. John's 
efforts were greatly hampered by the lack of telephone facili
ties. Also, although he had the addresses of these Western 
families , many had evacuated their homes and gone to stay 
with friends and relatives. 

Furthermore most of the search had to be done on foot 
because streets' were impassable due to all of the debris that 
had been deposited by Camille. Enlisting at times the help of 

Marine Supervisor John Joyce I right) receives a $100 bonus check 
for his post-Hurricane "Camille" search for Western fa.mi!ie~ o.f 
ships' crew men. Presenting the check in Pascagoula, M1ss1ss1pp1, 
is R. L. Nichols, manager of Western ' s marine transport division. 
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Port Captain Elwood Creel and Seaman Robert Crawford, 
John eventually found all of the families. 

" . . . Your actions reflect well on you personally and upon 
Western as a company, and you richly deserve commenda
tion for efforts far above and beyond the requirement of your 
job," wrote Vice President Cramer to fohn. "I want to thank 
you both personally and on behalf of Western and assure you 
that we are proud to have men of this type as a part of our 
organization." 

AN OFFICE IN DJAKARTA, Indonesia, was opened this sum
mer as an adjunct to Western 's Far East headquarters in Sin
gapore. Hector A. Van Buskirk is the Western representative 
in the new office, located at Djalan Surjo 38, Kebeyoran Baru, 
Djakarta. Assigned to Western's London office for several 
years, Hector and wife Marge arrived in Indonesia from Eng
land in July. 

While the Van Buskirks furnished their house and became 
fami liar with Djakarta, Assistant Supervisor Keith A. Leavitt 
manned the new office as acting liaison with his former "home 
base," the Far East headquarters in Singapore. 

Keith left that area of the world in early September for a 
vacation in Europe. Following this he reported to Houston 
for further training in processing and interpretation and even
tual reassignment. 

THERE HAS BEEN MUCH EXCITEMENT in Houston with the 
Astronauts' walking on the moon and all of the "welcome 
home" fest ivities. Within the "Western Family" here some im
portant moves have been taking place also; but since the de
tails of those are elsewhere in this magazine, we shall mention 
only two newcomers and two weddings of special interest. 

James Sumrall, analyst in data processing, and wife Nancy 
report that daughter Susan Ann seems as delighted as they 
are with young James, Jr., who was born July 28. 

Jorge Artieda, Jr., arrived a little late, May 12, to make the 
Summer PROFILE, but proud parents Susy and Jorge, a pro
grammer, assure us that he has things well under control in 
their household. 

The marriage of Faith Neilson to Don Thames was per
formed August 2 by the Reverend Robert Moody in the 
Church of the Epiphany, Houston. Faith is the daughter of 
Party Chief L. G. (Tony) and Minnie Neilson. The bride is a 
graduate of Stephen F. Austin State College in Nacogdoches, 
Texas, where she was a member of Alpha Psi Omega. Don 
was an assistant professor of English at Stephen F . Austin and 
sponsor of the Delta Kappa chapter of Kappa Alpha Order. 
After a wedding trip to Acapulco, Mexico the couple will re
side in Houston, where Don has accepted a position with the 
Kinkaid School. 

The garden of the Bel Air Hotel in the Hollywood Hills of 
Los Angeles was the setting for the June 15 wedding of Mark 
Savit and Nanci Langley. Mark is the son of Sandra and Carl 
Savit, vice president-research and development. Nanci's par
ents are the Norton Langleys of Honolulu. The couple will 
reside in Los Angeles, where both are seniors at the University 
of Southern California. - Flo Schmidt and Linda Hauser. 

Left - James Sumrall, Jr., 
wqs bo n Ju~y 28, m,uch to 
'the delight of 16-month-old 
~ister Susan Ann. They are 
the children of Nancy and 
Jim Sumrall, Houston . Right 
- Baby Jorge Artieda, Jr., 
arrived May 1 2 to take over 
the home of Susy and Jorge 
Artieda, also of Houston. 

NANCI ANO MARK SAVIT 

ALONG WITH REPORTING the summer news, Party R-6 is 
introducing its two new members. One is William Paul Robin
son, a chief computer. Houston is a new home for Paul, who 
has been with Western for six years; and he admits that it is 
quite different from his last home, Anchorage, Alaska. 

Also new to Party R-6 and enjoying working for Western 
very much is Charlotte Herzog, assistant computer and your 
reporter. 

Mike and Betty Shoup are having fun skiing, sailing, and 
barbecuing whenever possible this summer. Mike is also an 
assistant computer. 

Oklahoma City found Paul visting with his parents during 
the Fourth of July weekend. Within a week Houston found 
Paul 's parents visting him in the hospital after emergency sur
gery. We are happy to report that he is recovering and hope 
that he will return soon. 

Mike spent the July holiday packing for his vacation, two 
weeks of summer camp at Fort Sam Houston. Next year he 
is going to take a real vacation in Colorado. 

Getting together with friends, barbecuing, and "rodeoing" 
were a few of the things that went along with nTaking the 
holiday weekend an enjoyable one for Charlotte. 

Computer Rex 'Seger and son David left the hot and dry 
days in Houston over the Fourth only to find more waiting 
for them in Jacksonville, Mississippi, where they visited Rex' 
daughter. - Charlotte Herzog. 

FALL-WINTER 1969 

FRIENDS of Joseph A. Holton are saddened by Joe's loss of 
his wife Laura, who passed away October 11. The funeral mass 
for Laura was held at the Holy Family Church, in Pasadena, 
California, October 14. Interment was in Holy Cross Ceme
tery, Culver City, California. On behalf of all Westerners, the 
PROFILE extends sympathy to Joe. 

"COME SEE OUR NEW HOME!" read the informal invitations 
issued to Los Angeles clients and friends of the headquarters 
staff of the Pacific Coast Area operations. The open house for 
their new office in Sherman Oaks, California, was held Friday 
eveni ng, August 8. Approximately 40 persons responded to 
see the new, more efficient quarters. Welcoming the guests were 
Pacific Coast Area Manager H. F. (Murph) Murphree and 
Assistant Supervisor W. C. (Bill) Calledare and wife Maria. 
Secretary Darla Swihart presided at the refreshment table, on 
which was a variety of delectable hors d 'oeuvres and nuts. 

Above and below are shown some of the guests at the open house 
of the headquarters office of the Pacific Coast Operations. The host 
and Pacific Coast area manager, Harold F. (Murph! Murphree, is 

at the right below. 



FAITH NEILSON !MRS. DON! THAMES 

Port Captain Elwood Creel and Seaman Robert Crawford, 
John eventually found all of the families. 

" . . . Your actions reflect well on you personally and upon 
Western as a company, and you richly deserve commenda
tion for efforts far above and beyond the requirement of your 
job," wrote Vice President Cramer to fohn. "I want to thank 
you both personally and on behalf of Western and assure you 
that we are proud to have men of this type as a part of our 
organization." 

AN OFFICE IN DJAKARTA, Indonesia, was opened this sum
mer as an adjunct to Western 's Far East headquarters in Sin
gapore. Hector A. Van Buskirk is the Western representative 
in the new office, located at Djalan Surjo 38, Kebeyoran Baru, 
Djakarta. Assigned to Western's London office for several 
years, Hector and wife Marge arrived in Indonesia from Eng
land in July. 

While the Van Buskirks furnished their house and became 
fami liar with Djakarta, Assistant Supervisor Keith A. Leavitt 
manned the new office as acting liaison with his former "home 
base," the Far East headquarters in Singapore. 

Keith left that area of the world in early September for a 
vacation in Europe. Following this he reported to Houston 
for further training in processing and interpretation and even
tual reassignment. 

THERE HAS BEEN MUCH EXCITEMENT in Houston with the 
Astronauts' walking on the moon and all of the "welcome 
home" fest ivities. Within the "Western Family" here some im
portant moves have been taking place also; but since the de
tails of those are elsewhere in this magazine, we shall mention 
only two newcomers and two weddings of special interest. 

James Sumrall, analyst in data processing, and wife Nancy 
report that daughter Susan Ann seems as delighted as they 
are with young James, Jr., who was born July 28. 

Jorge Artieda, Jr., arrived a little late, May 12, to make the 
Summer PROFILE, but proud parents Susy and Jorge, a pro
grammer, assure us that he has things well under control in 
their household. 

The marriage of Faith Neilson to Don Thames was per
formed August 2 by the Reverend Robert Moody in the 
Church of the Epiphany, Houston. Faith is the daughter of 
Party Chief L. G. (Tony) and Minnie Neilson. The bride is a 
graduate of Stephen F. Austin State College in Nacogdoches, 
Texas, where she was a member of Alpha Psi Omega. Don 
was an assistant professor of English at Stephen F . Austin and 
sponsor of the Delta Kappa chapter of Kappa Alpha Order. 
After a wedding trip to Acapulco, Mexico the couple will re
side in Houston, where Don has accepted a position with the 
Kinkaid School. 

The garden of the Bel Air Hotel in the Hollywood Hills of 
Los Angeles was the setting for the June 15 wedding of Mark 
Savit and Nanci Langley. Mark is the son of Sandra and Carl 
Savit, vice president-research and development. Nanci's par
ents are the Norton Langleys of Honolulu. The couple will 
reside in Los Angeles, where both are seniors at the University 
of Southern California. - Flo Schmidt and Linda Hauser. 

Left - James Sumrall, Jr., 
wqs bo n Ju~y 28, m,uch to 
'the delight of 16-month-old 
~ister Susan Ann. They are 
the children of Nancy and 
Jim Sumrall, Houston . Right 
- Baby Jorge Artieda, Jr., 
arrived May 1 2 to take over 
the home of Susy and Jorge 
Artieda, also of Houston. 

NANCI ANO MARK SAVIT 

ALONG WITH REPORTING the summer news, Party R-6 is 
introducing its two new members. One is William Paul Robin
son, a chief computer. Houston is a new home for Paul, who 
has been with Western for six years; and he admits that it is 
quite different from his last home, Anchorage, Alaska. 

Also new to Party R-6 and enjoying working for Western 
very much is Charlotte Herzog, assistant computer and your 
reporter. 

Mike and Betty Shoup are having fun skiing, sailing, and 
barbecuing whenever possible this summer. Mike is also an 
assistant computer. 

Oklahoma City found Paul visting with his parents during 
the Fourth of July weekend. Within a week Houston found 
Paul 's parents visting him in the hospital after emergency sur
gery. We are happy to report that he is recovering and hope 
that he will return soon. 

Mike spent the July holiday packing for his vacation, two 
weeks of summer camp at Fort Sam Houston. Next year he 
is going to take a real vacation in Colorado. 

Getting together with friends, barbecuing, and "rodeoing" 
were a few of the things that went along with nTaking the 
holiday weekend an enjoyable one for Charlotte. 

Computer Rex 'Seger and son David left the hot and dry 
days in Houston over the Fourth only to find more waiting 
for them in Jacksonville, Mississippi, where they visited Rex' 
daughter. - Charlotte Herzog. 

FALL-WINTER 1969 

FRIENDS of Joseph A. Holton are saddened by Joe's loss of 
his wife Laura, who passed away October 11. The funeral mass 
for Laura was held at the Holy Family Church, in Pasadena, 
California, October 14. Interment was in Holy Cross Ceme
tery, Culver City, California. On behalf of all Westerners, the 
PROFILE extends sympathy to Joe. 

"COME SEE OUR NEW HOME!" read the informal invitations 
issued to Los Angeles clients and friends of the headquarters 
staff of the Pacific Coast Area operations. The open house for 
their new office in Sherman Oaks, California, was held Friday 
eveni ng, August 8. Approximately 40 persons responded to 
see the new, more efficient quarters. Welcoming the guests were 
Pacific Coast Area Manager H. F. (Murph) Murphree and 
Assistant Supervisor W. C. (Bill) Calledare and wife Maria. 
Secretary Darla Swihart presided at the refreshment table, on 
which was a variety of delectable hors d 'oeuvres and nuts. 

Above and below are shown some of the guests at the open house 
of the headquarters office of the Pacific Coast Operations. The host 
and Pacific Coast area manager, Harold F. (Murph! Murphree, is 

at the right below. 



44 

To 

Jllwn B :Moo& 

IN recognition of your contributions to the 

science of navigation made in the field of 

Literature and ef the Techniques ef Navigation. 

the Council have awarded you the ln~t' te's 

Gold Medal for 1969 . . 

r n 

at The Royal Geographical Society 

I Kensington Gore 

London sw7 

29 October 1969 

~,,i~ .... 

President 

f'f . 1Jrt.·~ 
Executive Secl-etary 

W. Harry Mayne lleftl, past president of the Society of Explora
tion Geophysicists, presents a certificate for two years of distin
guished service as editor of Geophysics to Western Vice President 

Carl H. Savit at the Society's annual meeting in Calgary. 

The highest award (left) granted by the British Insti
tute of Navigation was presented to Alton B. Moody 
(above), Houston, head of Western's navigational op
erations. He was in London to receive the award from 
Lord Butler, who was designated by Prince Philip to make 
the presentation as the Prince was out of the country. 

THE HIGHEST AWARD granted by the British Institute of 
Navigation has been received by Alton B. (Al) Moody, Hous
ton, head of Western's navigational operations . 

The Council of the Institute decided unanimously: "That 
the Gold Medal of the Institute for 1969 be awarded to Alton 
B. Mood y, Captain U .S. Naval Reserve; former Chief, Long
Distance Navigation Branch, Federal Aviation Agency, and 
now Head of Navigational Operations at Western Geophysical, 
in recognition of his outstanding contributions to : the devel
opment of navigational techniques, at sea, in the air, and in 
space; the dissemination of navigational instruction through 
superbly written textbooks; the unification of definitions and 
usages; the consistent championship of the art and science 
of navigation, and of the skills of navigators, over a period 
of more than 20 years; and the encouragement of interest in 
navigation through the U.S. Institute." 

Captain Moody, a graduate of the U.S. Naval Academy at 
Annapolis with a B.Sc. degree in naval science, has previously 
received the highest recognition given by the U .S. and French 
Institutes of Navigation. 

Al's main outside activities center around professional writ
ing and professional society activities, but he is also a sports 
spectator. This native of Arizona believes that his most inter
esting military experience was helping pioneer navigation of 
flight to the North Pole. 

Al and wife Kathryn have six children , ranging in age from 
17 to 31. Western is proud to have such a distinguished man 
and his family as part of its "Family." 

WESTERN PRO FILE 

THE HIGHEST RANK in Boy Scouting, that of the Eagle Badge, 
was presented to Ken Sickles at a special Court of Honor in 
Canoga Park, California, this past summer. Ken is the oldest 
son of Flora and James W. (Jim) Sickles. 

H is scouting started as a Cub Scout in Metairie, Louisiana, 
where Ken's mother served as Den Mother for both him and 
his younger brother, Steve. He became a Boy Scout while liv
ing in Metairie ; and when Jim was transferred to Pacific Coast 
Operations in Los Angeles , Ken switched his scouting activi
ties to his present troop in the San Fernando Valley. 

At the Court of Honor Ken also received merit badges for 
athletics , camping, citizenship in the community, dog care, 
and nature and a four-year perfect attendance pin. His father 
is a district committeeman and participated in the ceremony 
by making the First Class presentation. Steve concluded the 
evening's events by playing taps. 

This fall Ken hopes to join the Explorer post sponsored by 
the West Valley Precinct of the Los Angeles Police Depart
ment. - Darla Swihart. 

MR. & MRS. HAROLD F. MURPHREE (Murph and Florence) 
announce the marriage of their daughter Kathryn Ann to 
Laurance R. Hotz at high noon on Saturday, September 13 , 
at St. Meis Catholic Church in Woodland Hills, California. 
Murph is Pacific Coast operations are.a manager for Western. 

Kathy wore a full-length , A-line gown of white poi-de-soie 
with lace inserts and detachable train trimmed in lace. Her 

KATHRYN (MURPHREE! AND LAURANCE HOTZ 

EAGLE SCOUT KENNETH SICKLES 

finger-tip veil flowed from a decorative crown. The bride car
ried a bouquet of carnations, rosebuds , lilies of the vaUey, and 
Stephanotis. 

Her two bridesmaids 
dotted swiss trimmed with lace. Tom y Mu firee, s;ix-.. ear
old brother of the bride, was the pro d · ng bearer; an 
older brother, David, a seni0r at Dulfo Universit , w 
groomsman. 

The bride's mother wore a lovely, turquoise chiffon, floor
length gown. 

Immediately f 10w· g th ceremony, a reception was held 
at the Murphree ome, where a wide assortment of delectable 
foods was serve . Amon them we e h m, m: ¥· roast beef, 
various salads, ana a vast a o nt E>t i::efresHin . champagne 
punch. 

After a honeymoon trip to Disneyland, the couple returned 
to their jobs and a new apartment in Van Nuys, California, 
a short distance from the office of the bride's father. 

Westerners in attendance were the John Adams, the William 
Calledares, the James Sickles, and the Daniel Swiharts. For
mer Westerners present were the V. E. Prestines ("Pres" and 
"Gerry") and the T. L. Babirackis (Ted and Faye). - Darla 
Swihart. 

SUMMER ADDITIONS TO OLSON FAMILY - a baby and a 
trailer home. The baby was a boy, born July 21 to Donna and 
James C. (Ole) Olson in Monticello, Utah, where Ole was 
party manager of Party M-4. They named the 6¥2-pound baby 
Koby Jay. Brother Kyle is 4¥2 years old. 

Later in the summer Jim was sent to Fairview, Montana, to 
join Party 34, which, upon the Olsons' arrival, was out on a 
camp job. Party 34 soon moved to Sidney, Montana - and 
that was when Donna and Jim decided that apartment hunting 
is no fun and that a former way of living was better. Thus, 
they again purchased a house trailer. 
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We present here (clockwise from upper left) the office staff of the 
corporate headquarters of Western Ricerche Geofisiche, Milano, 
Italy; Mariangela Croci, the bookkeeper, who does all right in both 
the books and looks departments; Sergio Trucchi, chief accountant 
and treasurer of Ricerche; Luisa Monziani, payroll department, 
everybody's "pet," unofficial "straw boss" (who could soy no to 
Luisa? I, who ~ust completed 15 years of service; Giuseppe Comolli, 
assistant accountant; and Donatello l!)essaucy, bilingual secretary, 
who starts the day, as here, with a smile that continues through 
the day lwith a smile like that who needs to be bilingual? I. Not 
pictured is the new receptionist, Celestina Marastoni. The Italian 
operation also comprises, in separate facilities, a digital processing 
center in Milano and a shop and laboratory in Pescara. The total 
personnel force of Ricerche now exceeds 1 50, according to its man
aging director konsig/iere de/egoto), Dr. Paolo Cella. At the con
clusion of a three-week tour, Dr. Cella visited the new Western 
Profile office and Editor In Sherman Oaks, California. Prior to 
arriving in the Los Angeles area, he had been at Aero Service in 
Philadelphia, Stouffer Foods in Cleveland, Streater Industries in 
Albert Lea, Minnesota, and, of course, Western In Houston and 
Galveston. In Houston he visited the officers of the Company, and 
in Galveston he saw the building site for the new laboratory and 

shops on Pelican Island. 

WESTERN PROFILE 

36 YEARS 
*McGrady, Dupree 

32 YEARS 
*Holton, Joseph A. 

28 YEARS 
*Davis, Floyd E. 
*Sivage, Carl B. 

27 YEARS 
Holder, Homer C. 
Putnam, Nuel L. 

25 YEARS 
Buckingham, Walter T. 

*Powell , Richard C. 

24 YEARS 
Sickles, ]. W. 
Taylor, ]. M. 

*Young, William H . 

23 YEARS 
*Dungan, Wilton B. 
Ferrari, Neo 
Murphree, Harold F. 
Thornhill , Delmas C. 

22 YEARS 
de Jong, Aart 
Holzman, Mark 
Rogers, Richard 

21 YEARS 
Calledare, William C. 

*Floyd, E. E. 
Hoyt, Leonard M. 
Ross, Joseph C. 
Savit, Carl H. 

*Webb, Nolen A. 
Winborn, Stephen A. 

20 YEARS 
*Cantoni, Aldo V. 

*Interrupted Service 

FALL-WINTER 1969 

THEY SERVE 
Service Anniversaries ... July, August, September 

Cramer, Neal P. 
Taylor, Dalton 

19 YEARS 
*Marshno, S. L. 
*Robinson, Jack N. 
*Sinclair, Thomas D. 

18 YEARS 
Dona, Gian Luigi 
Harris, John 

*Kaminsky, Russell A. 
Kawabe, Eugene 
Quintana, Benny 
Robinson, James E. 

*Sidoroff, Leonard 
*Williams, Calvin C. 

17 YEARS 
Baker, Zane H . 
Butler, Huey H . 

*Garner, Bernard L. 
*Goff, Brunner, E. 

Morgan, D. D. 

16 YEARS 
*Caldwell , Duane J. 

Coker, Roger M. 
Jones, Glenn S. 

*Meek, Don 
Neis, James V . 
O'Leary, Timothy D. 

*Squires, James R. 

15 YEARS 
Crane, F. ]. 

*Goodgame, James 0. 
Jakubowski, George A. 
Neilson, L. G. 
Schueler, Paul A. 
Scott, Carl W . 
Southwick, Hillman 
tom Dieck, Detmar F. 

14 YEARS 
Biggs, Paul G. 
Britner, Robert M. 

*Hansbrough, C. C. 
*Hearn, Harvey A. 

McDaniel, Gene E. 
*Porter, Arthur B. 

Smith, Chester D . 

13 YEARS 
Barksdale, Walter R. 

*Cherniak, William J. 
*Gooliaff, Nick 
*Hammond, Jessie W . 

Liberty, William 
*Mantini , Carmine 
*Neely, Gordon C. 
*Paddie, Louis C. 
*Stei l, Marie T . 

11 YEARS 
*Bennett, Thomas G. 
*Reale, Giovanni 
*Reeves, William H. 

Swanson, Larry 
*Upchurch, Roy G. 
*Warren, T. A. 

10 YEARS 
Roundtree, Claud E. 
Toschlog, Thomas A. 

9 YEARS 
*Champagne, Vernon ]. 
*Davis, Alphonse 

8 YEARS 
Cooner, R. R. 

*Humerickhouse, James A. 
*Nanni, Raffaele 
*Rachel, Thomas D. 
*Salvaggio, Frances 

Schultz, Rollie 
*Stevens, Gene M. 

Weidner, Melvin I . 
*Willis, Diane 

7 YEARS 
Arguelles, Morris 

*Battaya, A. F. 
*Cotton, John M. 
Gilmore, Truman R. 
Johnson, Curtis 
Nuckolls, Leroy 
Rains, William M. 
Rushing, Crawford J. 
Sumrall, James S. 

6 YEARS 
Barbour, J. H . 
Bellar, James H . 

Bonds, Colin 
Ford, James D. 
Knapp, Ralph S. 
Lacaze, Mike 
Lerch, Don L. 
Moore, Robert N. 
Morgan, Felix H . 
Parker, Arley 
Pilgreen, Marcus 
Rabel , Vernon L. 
Robinson, William P. 
Whitaker, R. L. 

5 YEARS 
Anderson, Rufus 0 . 
Bal zrette, J. W. 
Clark, Richard E. 
Davis, Joe L. 
Foster, Frank 

*Friesen, Jacob W. 
Guy, John Louis 
Hall , James G. 
Holt, Sam L. 

*Johnson, Enroth 
*Johnson, James R. 

Jones, Robert J. 
Kerry, Sybil 

*Krisko, Rudy 
*Lott, James A. 
Mawdesley, Horace 
Mccormic, Richard M. 

*Milne, Craigwood 
Neis, Garry Allan 

*Peters, Roy R. 
Rutherford, Derek 
Tobin, Randy 

4 YEARS 
Bense! , Donald E. 
Burdick, Sharon 
Dallas, Tony G. 
Flanagan, P. E. 
Geiszler, Donald A. 
Henningsgard, Roger 
Hoogeveen, John 
McCormic, Gary P. 
Miller, Elliott E. 

*Pagram, Keith S. 
Rowland, Richard 
Schmidt, Kenneth H. 
Schmitt, Arthur N. 
Shammas, Victor 
Smith, Jeff D. 
Treadway, Rose 
Vinson, Terence M. 

*Williams, James E. 
Zabel, Floyd W. 

3 YEARS 
Barnett, James R. 

Beard, Linda 
Bell , James, Jr. 
Bennett, John W. 
Brannan, Orval F. 
Brown, B. L. 
Bucci, Bernardino 
Cappel , Howard N . 
Connor, George W. 
Cooper, Carl L. 
Denholm, H.]. 
Edel , John ]. 
Ethridge, C. W . 
Gonsoul in, Norman J. 

*Hersey, Frank ]. 
Higgins, Otis L. 
Jaudon, Maurice D. 
Kostanic, John S. 

*Lund, Rod 
Malnory, Robert]. 
McDonald, B. A. 
Millson, Garry 
Miranda, Anthony F. 
Powell , Milton E. 
Prestholt, Paul 
Raithatha, Kanti 
Riley, Hugh L. 
Schawalder, W;ijter 

*Thorne, Edwa L. 
Tomlin, ,Edwin 'L.~"-'! 
Venturini, Claudio 
Ward, Brenda 

*Wooley, Fred W. 

2 YEARS 
Bailey, David P. 
Ball , Martin 

*Braun, John 
*Bulloch, W . Allan 

Cain, James Larry 
Castiglie, Anthony T. 
Engh, Jerome D. 
Ferguson, Glen 
Flowers, Archie M. 
Fowler, Stanley B. 

*Gipson, Robert G. 
Hough, William H ., Jr. 
Ishii, Arthur T. 

*Jimenez, Juan G. 
Jones, Joe 
Leahy, Kathleen Jane 
Leonard, Robert M. 
Mondragon, Gilbert A. 
Nicholson, Allan Paul 
Quinn, Patrick John 
Richardson, Dorothy ]. 

*Sauter, Earl E. 
Stewart, Charles P. 
Steyer, Dorothy 
Suggs, Charles L. 
Thompson, Orville, G. 
Walker, Larry D . 
Williams, Rodney R. 
Wiltshire, Martin 
Wintsch, Klaus 
Wyatt, Graham 
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We present here (clockwise from upper left) the office staff of the 
corporate headquarters of Western Ricerche Geofisiche, Milano, 
Italy; Mariangela Croci, the bookkeeper, who does all right in both 
the books and looks departments; Sergio Trucchi, chief accountant 
and treasurer of Ricerche; Luisa Monziani, payroll department, 
everybody's "pet," unofficial "straw boss" (who could soy no to 
Luisa? I, who ~ust completed 15 years of service; Giuseppe Comolli, 
assistant accountant; and Donatello l!)essaucy, bilingual secretary, 
who starts the day, as here, with a smile that continues through 
the day lwith a smile like that who needs to be bilingual? I. Not 
pictured is the new receptionist, Celestina Marastoni. The Italian 
operation also comprises, in separate facilities, a digital processing 
center in Milano and a shop and laboratory in Pescara. The total 
personnel force of Ricerche now exceeds 1 50, according to its man
aging director konsig/iere de/egoto), Dr. Paolo Cella. At the con
clusion of a three-week tour, Dr. Cella visited the new Western 
Profile office and Editor In Sherman Oaks, California. Prior to 
arriving in the Los Angeles area, he had been at Aero Service in 
Philadelphia, Stouffer Foods in Cleveland, Streater Industries in 
Albert Lea, Minnesota, and, of course, Western In Houston and 
Galveston. In Houston he visited the officers of the Company, and 
in Galveston he saw the building site for the new laboratory and 

shops on Pelican Island. 
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36 YEARS 
*McGrady, Dupree 

32 YEARS 
*Holton, Joseph A. 

28 YEARS 
*Davis, Floyd E. 
*Sivage, Carl B. 

27 YEARS 
Holder, Homer C. 
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25 YEARS 
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*Floyd, E. E. 
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Savit, Carl H. 

*Webb, Nolen A. 
Winborn, Stephen A. 

20 YEARS 
*Cantoni, Aldo V. 

*Interrupted Service 

FALL-WINTER 1969 

THEY SERVE 
Service Anniversaries ... July, August, September 
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17 YEARS 
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5 YEARS 
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35 YEARS 
Niehenke, Bernard J . 

32 YEARS 
Crawford, Charles E. 

26 YEARS 
Satterwhite, Cleo W . 

25 YEARS 
Ferguson, J . G. 

24 YEARS 
Leake, A. R. 
Rush, James W. 
Towns, Mack E. 

23 YEARS 
Fazakerly, William B. 
Frisbee, Donald 0 . 
Hull, Lowell D. 

22 YEARS 
*Amato, John J. 

20 YEARS 
Dunn, Leo J. 
Nicholls, Robert L. 
Selzer, Edward 
Thigpen, Ben B. 

19 YEARS 
Mercer, Richard A. 
Mittasch, Victor ]. 
Webb, John W. 

18 YEARS 
Brents, Louie H. 

*Dobson, Kenneth 
*Frost, William C. 
*Holland~r. John E. 

17 YEARS 
*Anthony, Sonja 

Pacheco, Jose R. 
*Ross, E. 0 . 
Walton, Ronald C. 

16 YEARS 
*Buitron, Oscar A. 
*Coull, John T. 

•Interrupted Service 

4 8 

THEY SERVE 
Service Anniversaries .. . October, November, December 

Hudson, William M. 
McDiarmid, Orville 
Saltamachia, Joe G. 

15 YEARS 
*Brulotte, Cecil 

14 YEARS 
Brenda, Augusto 

*Elkins, G. C. 
Fontana, P. 
Larsen, Palmer L. 
McNew, Billy D. 

*Scharf, David W. 
Scroggins, Billy 0 . 
Smith, Carrol M. 

13 YEARS 
Hirka, Bohdan 
Linder, Alan D. 

*Picchiani, Ugo 
*Thompson, James L. 
*Turcotte, W. Harvey 

12 YEARS 
Alves, A.G. 

*Freeman, Francis A. 

11 YEARS 
Birdsont Don L. 
Hendrie s, John L. 
Thomas, Gerald 

9 YEARS 
*Hunt, Colin Barry 
Mundy, James B. 
Shea, Daniel P. 

*Van Reek, Jack 

8 YEARS 
Anderson, Robert K. 

*Bourgeois, Richard 
Schroeder, Stanley C. 

*Stansbury, Robert W. 

7 YEARS 
Cain, Donald F. 
Donovan, William L. 

* Filyk, Orest 
Gardner, Donald D. 

*Gayoso-Murga, Jose 
Snyder, Warren L. 
Walker, Joseph F. 

6 YEARS 
*Coleman, lee Roy 
Creel, Elwood T. 

Curtis, William C. 
Denson, Wilmer E. 
Dupont, Madison R. 
Hailey, Jackie R. 
Holbrook, Earl M. 
Tahkofper, Carl L. 
Van Buskirk, Hector A. 

5 YEARS 
Andries, Thomas J . 
Delahoussey, Leo 

*Duguay, Jean Paul 
Frederick, Wilfred 

*Martin, Eddy D. 
McCain, Hugh 
McCool, T . D . 
Miller, Larry 
O 'Carroll , A. P. 
Reginald , Victor 
Richardson, William E. 
Swihart, Darla Garman 
Tillman, Lionel A. 
Viney, Dennis 
Vinson, Brenda 

4 YEARS 
Amore, Monique 

*Bailey, G. William 
Barry, Raymond C. 
Bonnette, Jewel M. 
Crawford, Vernon 
Creel, Larry L. 
Ettredge, Billy N. 
Fair, Gary L. 
Howard, John 
Jardine, James D . 

*Kinast, Ernest 
*Krill, Raymond J. 
Kitchen, William A. 
Liles, Thomas E. 
Martin, Eugene H. 

*Ray, Larry 
*Shoemaker, Franklin D . 
*Skaaning, Jack 
Thomann, Lawrence A . 

*Wilson, James C. 
*Young, Brian 

3 YEARS 
Bass, Ronald P. 
Berry, Madge G. 
Carroll , C. D. 
Clark, Ellis W., III 
Dawkins, T . G. 
Draughon, I. ]. 
Hancock, Guy J. 
Harding, Peter W . 
Harvey, Henry J. 
Hillman, Kenneth 
Hornsby, James M. 
John, John E. 
Kaminski, Kenneth M. 
Kennard, Clayton 
Mahoney, Jerimy P. 
Moore, Penelope C. 
Mutten, Victor H. 

*Nash, Johnathan G. 
Oney, Thomas W. 
Orcutt, Darrel L. 
Peck, F. Roy 
Phillips, Clifton J. 
Phillips, Ruzica 

*Rackham, Sydney 
Robblee, J. Leonard 
Rupert, John H . 

*Schneider, Gerald 
Shaver, Dwayne 
Stracquadano, Guiseppe 

*Sundquist, Deanne 
*Swan, Peter 

Unverricht, Henri J. 
Viator, Jake V. 
Ward, William D . 

*Weaver, James E. 
Wells, Carol 
Whitten, J. R. 
Wu, Chang Sheng 

2 YEARS 
Bakke, Reginald 
Barton-Smith, Nigel 
Brayley, Brian R. J. 
Bruck, Hari 
Carpenter, Deborah L. 
Crissman, Daniel M. 

*Cumbaa, Dane W. 
Donnelly, Brian 
Few, Gilbert N. 
Fong, Foo Kok 
Goodman, Dean E. 
Gutierrez, Julio 

*Heggy, Rohert K. 
Johnson, James 
Jones, John G. 
Kaplan, Bernard M. 
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King, Edwin L. 
*Kirschner, Kurt 

Kovach, Steven ]. 
Kristian, Frank Nick 
Lafleur, Kenneth R. 
Lee, Frank D. 
Linker, Allan R. 
Lister, Mario P. 

*Little, Robert R. 
Mason , Ronald I. 
McDougall, Gary 
McRainey, Richard E. 
Moore, Arthur A. 
Myhre, William A. 

*Peers, Derek 
Pigott, Christopher 
Reckner, Elizabeth Z. 
Riley, Wilbur 
Sadler, Terry J. 
Scruggs, Lawrence E. 
Shirley, August K. 
Sicinski, Joyce 
Skinner, Gary 
Spears, Tom A. 
Staddon, Sean 
Stanland, Russell 0 . 
Steinmeyer, Robert E. 
Tackett, William E. 
Tan, Foo Siang 

*Trouter, Michael D . 
Ulledahl, Leonard K. 
Waldron, R. 
Warrington, Laurie 

*Waters, Mary C. 
Wates, Joan M. 
Weast, Carl Lee 
Weiss, Allan H. 
Weston, Nei l M. 
Whitaker, V. W. 
Williams, Curtis Lee 
Winters, Helen 
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