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A LL OF OUR EMPLOYEES can be justifiably proud of 
Western's world-wide operations. Most of you 

are aware that Western is the largest in marine geophy
sical operations and digital data processing. You are 
also aware of our greatly expanded digital land oper
ations in Alaska, Canada, and Italy. Our new land 
crews in Tunisia, Egypt, Colombia, and Ecuador have 
a lso been quite widely discussed and publicized 
within Western. These operations are exciting and 
challenging as our people, equipment, and techniques 
must cope with the extreme cold and ice of the North 
Slope, the heat of the Egyptian desert, the flood plains 
and jungles of the South American Andes, the storms of 
the North Sea, and the far distances of New Guinea. 

Operations are the colorful measure of our size and 
success and are therefore well known. Not so well 
known, but absolutely essential to the success and 
continued growth of our operations, are our research 
and development groups. It is this greatly expanded 
and vitally essential part of Western that I want to 
discuss. 

Western's Houston-based research, digital pro
gramming, and digital instrumentation development 
groups are now occupying new ultramodern quarters. 
The center, designed explicitly to serve our rapidly 
growing research and development needs, resulted 
from an in-depth study of the working habits and 
special requirements of these people. In addition to 
the executive offices, project group suites, and instru
ment design and test areas, a large multi-purpose 

room has been provided for lectures, classes, and con
ferences; and, when flexible expansion walls are 
opened, this room serves as an auditorium for as many 
as 80 people. Our increasingly complex technology 
necessitates active in-house training programs and 
continuing information exchanges between our oper
ating and research groups. 

The Los Angeles laboratory and shop will soon be 
moving to their new facility in Galveston, Texas. This 
most modern 70,000 square-foot geophysical labora
tory, with deep-water frontage within a few minutes' 
cruising time of the open Gulf, will greatly increase 
the effectiveness of our marine-oriented research and 
development programs. A research vessel will be 
available full time at this facility. 

I am proud of the outstanding personnel in our 
research and development groups. They have an envi
able record in all areas of land and marine geophysi
cal exploration. 

The success of the petroleum industry's efforts to 
meet this country's ever increasing demands for petrol
eum is largely dependent upon the success of research 
efforts to develop more effective exploration tools and 
techniques. We confidently expect that Western will 
be a leader in these essential developments. 

This beautiful, modern Indones ian Embassy building in Singapore houses W este rn 's Far East hea dqua rters. 

Western Expnnlts 

F~R E~~T F~C1L1T1E~ 

I T WAS ABOUT TWO YEARS AGO that this reporter arrived 
in Singapore to set up a crew office in the spare room 

of his apartment. Since that time Western's facilities in 
Singapore have expanded at a fa ntastic rate in order to 
meet the exploration needs of a progressive Southeast Asia. 
Although Singapore itself has no active exploration pro
gram at present, it was chosen as Western's Far East of-
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Not only these tourists but also Westerners enjoy 
a boat ride such as th is in Singapore harbor, 
with Clifford Pier and some of the build ings of 
downtown Singapore in the. background . Modern 
skyscrapers, such a s the two in the center, are 
springing up in this " hub" of Southeast Asia. 
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fice because of its geographical location, its shipyard facil
ities, and its accessibility by air from all parts of the world. 
This large new office faci lity in the Indonesian Embassy 
building, into two rooms of which Western moved last 
September, officially opened as the Company's Far East 
headquarters last December. 

Geographically, Singapore is the hub of Southeast Asia 
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with its location at the southern tip of the Malay Penin
sula. It is served by most international air carriers and is 
the fourth largest port (tonnage-wise) in the world. Also, 
Singapore's geographical position makes it an ideal loca
tion for Western as it is about equidistant from most of 
the major areas of activity in Southeast Asia. These would 
include, of course, Indonesia, Thailand, and Malaysia. In 
the past 24 months Western crews have operated in all of 
these areas and in each case were the first marine seismic 
crews ever to work there. Western also conducted success
ful surveys off the northwest and northeast coasts of Bor
neo, which is now a part of Malaysia. 

With the tremendous surges of activity in Indonesia and 
Malaya, it has become readily apparent that Southeast Asia 
is a major exploration activity area. Western is ready to 
supply the requirements of the industry through its expand
ing Singapore facilities. 

Heading the Far East office is Manager of Operations 
C. W. (Chic) Nicholls. Chic has taken on a monumentous 
task as his area of operations includes Australia and New 
Zealand as well as Southeast Asia proper. As a conse
quence, Chic spends much time away from home keeping 
his many operations running smoothly and generating bus
iness for Western. 

Assisting Chic in direct crew supervision are Assistant 
Supervisor R. P. (Bob) Sherman, who operates out of 
Singapore, and Supervisor V. W. (Vic) Smith, who is still 
working out of the Sydney, Australia, office. For a while, 
however, Bob was in Sydney relieving Vic while he and 

Personnel in the Far East office count among 
their assets in living in Singapore the off-the
street garden and courtyard (above and right l 
of the Wisma Indonesia. Note the pagoda-type 
roof structure top right of the garden picture. 
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Head of Western's facilities in Singapore is C. W. 
manager of operations-Far East, shown at his desk in his new pan• 
eled office. When he is not here, he is with crews or generating 
business any place in Southeast Asia, Australia, or New Zealand. 

his family vacationed in the States. Supervisor T. A. (Tom) 
Toschlog is a more recent supplement to the Singapore 
supervisory staff, arriving early in February. Western also 
maintains two crew offices in Singapore, currently occu
pied by Party Managers A. M. (Tony) Mahoney and V. 
P. (Buddy) Hearon. Tony's activities are currently in
volved in managing Party 101, and he also works out of 
the field office, which is located in Johore Bahru, Malaya, 
some 15 miles from Singapore. Buddy came to Singapore 
to head Party 87 when it resumed operations in early April. 

This reporter, also of the Singapore office, is currently 
engaged in government liaison and general crew super
vision. It would appear that lately the role of writer and 
freelance photographer had been assumed. 

With the tremendous amount of crew activity in the area, 
it has become necessary to maintain a staff of instrumen
tation personnel to assure that Western can maintain, as 
well as supply, top quality equipment in the area. The 

Above left - Irene Lee is secretary-receptionist in the Singapore 
office. She also handles all of the mail and keeps the coffee hot. 
Above right - Office Manager Chester D. Smith pauses in front of 
his well-covered desk. The "covering " has to do with his and his 
staff's funct ions with office accounts, payrolls, and general ad
ministration. Right - Keith Leavitt's duties include government 
liaison and general crew supervision. Also, he is the author of, 
and photographer for, many of th is magazine's Far East reports. 

A high camera recorded this view of part of the reception area of 
Western's new Far East office in the Indonesian Embassy building. 
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technical staff is headed by Instrument Supervisor Orval 
Brannan and Digital Equipment Engineer John Edel. They 
are currently engaged in a massive training program con
sisting of formal lectures as well as instruction in the field. 
Through their combined efforts, plus the high quality of 
trainees, the technical staff in the area will be second to 
none. Singapore-trained technicians will also be circulated 
throughout Western crews other than those in the Austra
lian area. Assisting Orval and John in the Australian region 
is Instrument Supervisor Kelly Shirley. 

John and Orval also oversee another Western facility 
established here in Singapore. That is the new cable repair 
center located at our warehouse in Loyang. The center 
currently maintains, recovers, and repairs cable sections 
from crews as far away as New Zealand and Tasmania. 
This repair center has been a real lifesaver as in the case 
of one party that was operating in the New Guinea area. 
Due to a mishap one-half of this crew's cable was com
pletely destroyed. Because the Singapore cable center was 
operational and had sections on hand, the crew received 
spare sections in two days whereas it would have been 
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Above - Computers Kim San IEddiel Cheong (left) and Teo IAh 
Keel Chong Koon assist Office Manager Chester Smith from this 
office. Below - Offices for crews are provided in the Far East 
headquarters; here Party Manager A. M. Mahoney is using one. 

closer to two weeks if the sections had had to be supplied 
from the States. 

The Singapore office is managed by a well-known West
erner, Party Chief Chester D. Smith. Chester and family 
moved to Singapore from Perth, Australia, where Chester 
had been looking after Western's interests for some five 
years. His clerical staff in Singapore is made up of Com
puter Kim San (Eddie) Cheong and Computer Teo (Ah 
Kee) Chong Koon. Chester and staff look after office ac
counts, payrolls, and general administration. In his spare 
time, however, Chester is sometimes available for consul
tation on current stock market trends and "hot tips." His 
consulting fees are a bit steep, though. 

Not to be omitted from the roll of the office staff is our 
lovely secretary-receptionist, Irene Lee. Irene handles all 
secretarial work and the mail and runs the switchboard. 

4 

Of course, her main function is to keep the coffee hot and 
to make sure that Chic and Chester always have a fresh 
cup on hand. 

The office proper started out as two rooms in the Indo
nesian Embassy building. The staff occupied these for some 
two weeks while a bevy of very noisy workmen built the 
partitions for the other offices. It was indeed a happy day 
when we were liberated from those cramped quarters and 
the din of construction to our own private offices. This pri
vacy was short-lived, however, for even as this article is 
being written, construction is in progress on our expansion 
into the two new offices. It seems as if Western just keeps 
growing and growing! 

Another expanding Western facility in Singapore is the 
large warehouse, managed by Dave Bailey. Dave came ~o 
us from Party 73, for which he was assistant party man
ager. He now has assumed the responsibility of handling 
all shipping in and out, keeping a precise inventory of all 
equipment in the warehouse, and doing most of the pur
chasing for the crews. Dave really has his work cut out 
for him in organizing the warehouse properly. Eventually 
Western will maintain a spare parts supply large enough 
to support all crews in the area. Expendables such as di_gital 

Western also maintains in connection with its Far East office 
another expanding facility, a warehouse and cable repair center, 
which are located in Loyang, on the northeast corner of Singapore 
Island. This is the "business end" of the cable repair center. 

Near these docks at Loyang, 
on Singapore Island, are. the 
Western warehouse and ca
ble repair center. This site 
means fast service for crews 
operating in Southeast Asia, 
New Zealand, and Australia. 

tape and AQUAPULSE supplies will be stocked as well. 
We shall be able to ship parts to any crew in the area with
in 24 hours after the order is received, and in most cases 
the time will be much less. This will result in a much 
smoother operation as well as a valuable savings in time 
to 'both Western and Western's clients. 

Western's Singapore warehouse is located at Loyang on 
the northeast corner of Singapore Island. Loyang is a 
former Royal Navy base that has been leased by a private 
United States company. Western utilizes the port facilities 
there for mooring, loading, and maintaining its ships that 
are in the area . Marine Supervisor Archie Flowers over
sees all ship movements and repairs. Archie and his family 
moved to Singapore from the States and have become part 
of the "Singapore Scene." Major shipyard repairs are also 
undertaken in Singapore under Archie's direct supervision. 
His territory further includes Australia and New Zealand, 
but his main efforts are concentrated in keeping the ships 

in the Southeast Asia area running smoothly and efficiently. 
Apart from their work, Westerners in Singapore also 

enjoy the many recreational pastimes to be found on the 
island. Singapore now boasts of some of the finest hotels 
and night clubs in Southeast Asia. With the pullout of the 
large mass of British troops, Singapore is faced with a 
tremendous loss of revenue and thus is looking now to 
other areas of endeavor to bolster the national economy. 
One of the income sources Singapore is striving to tap is 
that of tourism. The island's vigorous Tourist Promotion 
Board has been quick to coin the catch phrase "Instant 
Asia" and has been using it quite successfully in selling 
Singapore Island abroad. Eleven years ago the island at
tracted only some 53,000 visitors, but last year's figure 
was well over the 110,000 mark. With 15 luxury hotels 
now under construction and several more planned, Singa
pore will soon become the major tourist center of South
east Asia. 

The warehouse at Loyang is managed 
by Dave Bailey (right), who has the 
responsibility of handling all shipping 
in and out, keeping a precise inven
tory of all of the equipment in the 
warehouse, and doing most of the pur
chasing for the crews in this area. He 
is assisted by a clerk, Ray I left I . 
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Marine Supervisor Archie Flowers is another member of Western's 
Far East office staff. Archie oversees all ship movements and di
rectly supervises major shipyard repairs undertaken in Singapore. 

Righi - The Torian Potong Padi is a dance that depicts a success
fu l rice harvest; and the various movements represe.nl the aclivi
lies of reaping, husking, pounding, and winnowing. Below - A 
Chinese lantern maker in Singapore is putting lhe final !ouches to 
a large lantern. These lanterns ore bought by the Chinese to mark 
ceremonial occasions. Both are lourisl attractions in Singapore. 

The history of Singapore goes back some 8,000 years 
when the aboriginal population of Australia passed through 
on their island-hopping migration to new homes. Since then 
Singapore has felt the successive influences of the Indians, 
Malays, Javanese, British, and Chinese. Lately, with the 
increase in oil and industrial activity in the area, Singapore 
has been inundated by a wave of Americans. 

Originally named Tamasek, or Sea Town, it was changed 
to Singapura (literally translated as meaning Lion City) 
in the 11th century. In the 13th and 14th centuries the 
island served as a headquarters of a powerful Malay Bud
dhist princedom until destroyed by Javanese invaders in 
1377. It was then after nearly 450 years of relative ob
scurity that Sir Stamford Raffles, a representative of the 
English East India Company, founded the modern Singa
pore in 1819. 

Singapore became part of the Federation of Malaysia 
in 1963 but after a turbulent period broke away from the 
Federation in 1965. She became a soverign state within 
the British Commonwealth and later that year was elected 

WESTERN PROFILE 

the 117th member of the United Nations. Singapore is now 
a full-fledged republic within the Commonwealth. 

Singapore is a small island (224 square miles) located 
only 80 miles from the equator. The climate is very pleas
ant, with an average annual temperature in the mid-80's. 

Above - A Malay band such 
as this, dressed in lheir no
tional costumes and accom
panied by colorful streamers 
spiked alop poles, is usually 
seen at a Maloy wedding . 
Right - This is a view of 
statue stories in Singapore's 
Haw Par Villa, known as Ti
ger Balm Gardens, which de
pict ancient Chinese folklore . 
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Most of the people on the island are involved in commerce 
and finance. Singapore's inhabitants live in the city and 
have the highest standard of living in Asia. They enjoy a 
heal thy climate, excellent medical facili ties, and an abun
dant rich cultural heritage. Indeed, one of the most notice
able first impressions on the island is the cheerfulness of 
the people. 

Sights to see in Singapore should include a visit to the 
famous Tiger Balm Gardens that depict ancient Chinese 
folklore or to the House of Jade that has magnificent art
work. Also, a launch ride to one of the many surrounding 
islands for a picnic is pleasant. One of these islands is cur
rently being built up to house a luxury hotel with recrea
tional facilities including boating, water-skiing, scuba
diving, and a large casino. This will definitely become a 
major attraction to visitors in Singapore. 

As Singapore grows, so do Western's facilities in Sing
apore. We are already looking to the future with the 
planned installation of an SSB link with WFE, as well as 
crews around the world. Our storage and supply complex 
is being enlarged as is our administrative headquarters 
and staff. The oil boom is really on in Southeast Asia, and 
Western is geared to meet the demands of the industry. 

Western's Far East headquarters office is located in the 
Wisma Indonesia (Indonesia Embassy building) in Singa
pore and is very easy to locate. We here in the office extend 
a cordial invitation to everyone passing through Singapore 
to pay us a visit. 
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has been inundated by a wave of Americans. 

Originally named Tamasek, or Sea Town, it was changed 
to Singapura (literally translated as meaning Lion City) 
in the 11th century. In the 13th and 14th centuries the 
island served as a headquarters of a powerful Malay Bud
dhist princedom until destroyed by Javanese invaders in 
1377. It was then after nearly 450 years of relative ob
scurity that Sir Stamford Raffles, a representative of the 
English East India Company, founded the modern Singa
pore in 1819. 

Singapore became part of the Federation of Malaysia 
in 1963 but after a turbulent period broke away from the 
Federation in 1965. She became a soverign state within 
the British Commonwealth and later that year was elected 
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the 117th member of the United Nations. Singapore is now 
a full-fledged republic within the Commonwealth. 

Singapore is a small island (224 square miles) located 
only 80 miles from the equator. The climate is very pleas
ant, with an average annual temperature in the mid-80's. 

Above - A Malay band such 
as this, dressed in lheir no
tional costumes and accom
panied by colorful streamers 
spiked alop poles, is usually 
seen at a Maloy wedding . 
Right - This is a view of 
statue stories in Singapore's 
Haw Par Villa, known as Ti
ger Balm Gardens, which de
pict ancient Chinese folklore . 
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Most of the people on the island are involved in commerce 
and finance. Singapore's inhabitants live in the city and 
have the highest standard of living in Asia. They enjoy a 
heal thy climate, excellent medical facili ties, and an abun
dant rich cultural heritage. Indeed, one of the most notice
able first impressions on the island is the cheerfulness of 
the people. 

Sights to see in Singapore should include a visit to the 
famous Tiger Balm Gardens that depict ancient Chinese 
folklore or to the House of Jade that has magnificent art
work. Also, a launch ride to one of the many surrounding 
islands for a picnic is pleasant. One of these islands is cur
rently being built up to house a luxury hotel with recrea
tional facilities including boating, water-skiing, scuba
diving, and a large casino. This will definitely become a 
major attraction to visitors in Singapore. 

As Singapore grows, so do Western's facilities in Sing
apore. We are already looking to the future with the 
planned installation of an SSB link with WFE, as well as 
crews around the world. Our storage and supply complex 
is being enlarged as is our administrative headquarters 
and staff. The oil boom is really on in Southeast Asia, and 
Western is geared to meet the demands of the industry. 

Western's Far East headquarters office is located in the 
Wisma Indonesia (Indonesia Embassy building) in Singa
pore and is very easy to locate. We here in the office extend 
a cordial invitation to everyone passing through Singapore 
to pay us a visit. 



The native dugout canoe (center of picture) on the Napo River is the only mode of travel in the Oriente of Ecuador. 

Huge Crew Explores in Jungle Contributors: 
Story 

Bob Simmons 
Photos 

Various Among Unfriendly Indians 

HAVING THE DISTINCTION of being Western's largest 
crew (employing nearly 400 men) , Party 41 holds 

the further distinction of being Westem's first and only 
entirely portable digital crew, utilizing no land vehicles. 
Travel is via two helicopters and assorted dugout canoes. 

Party 41 establishes its camps in such tropical growths as this. 
They must be on the shores of rivers as no land vehicles can be 
used and thus all equipment (portable I and men must be trans
ported by dugout canoe and helicopter into jungle area of Ecuador. 

The most unique aspect of this crew, however, is its area 
of operations - El Oriente, Ecuador, South America. 

Oriente is a general term meaning simply "east" in 
Spanish. It is the vast, mostly unexplored jungle area lying 
east of the soaring Andes spine that bisects Ecuador. Ac
cessible only by swift, twisting rivers that rush down to 
form the mighty Amazon, it is truly one of the last frontiers. 

Long believed to contain great reserves of oil, the Ori
ente does not reveal its resources willingly. Even today 
large groups of men can be swallowed up in its green maw, 
never to be heard from again. Late last year two native 
workers were swept to their deaths in the muddy waters 
of the Rio Tiputini. Tropical heat, sucking mud, grasping 
vegetation, swarming insects, and deadly vipers often make 
walking one spread a sweaty, swearing nightmare. As 
though this were not enough, in addition there are real, 
live Indians - unfriendly Indians. 

The ferocious Au ca Indians (very few have ever been 
civilized) have stopped exploration parties since the first 
Spaniards. The nine-foot Auca lances also have felled 
some modern oil men and American missionaries. West
erners work armed or under guard, and the problem of 
natives quitting for fear of the Aucas is a continuing one. 

From Bogota, Colombia, Party 41 affairs are directed 
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by Supervisor William T. (Bill) Brooks, aided by Assistant 
Supervisor Robert Heggy. Bill, accustomed to some of the 
tougher Western jobs, worked in Alaska before coming to 
South America. After his last visit to the Oriente, he was 
adding baking soda to his bath for the insect bites. 

Headquarters for Party 41 is Quito, Ecuador's capital. 
An endless flow of supplies must be channeled by canoe 
and air to the field 200 miles away. Assistant Party Chief 
Noe Garcia spends long days dealing with officials, acquir
ing provisions, and solving labor problems. Noe started the 
operation here last September, after four years' working in 
Mexico. His pretty and competent secretary, Susana Vela, 
provides valuable assistance with the voluminous paper 
work. Susana is from Quito. Marco Herrera, also from 
Quito, helps with the accounting. 

In the field Party Manager Albert (Bud) Luckman puts 
his 18 years of seismic experience to good use directly su
pervising the operations. He must keep hundreds of men 
happily working in isolation. Cloth_ing, food, and medicine 
are in constant demand - as is protection from the Aucas. 
Men are camped miles apart on several lines, separated by 
impenetrable jungle, and it is no mean task to co-ordinate 
their efforts into profitable productivity. 

It would shock the best of surveyors to find himself 
working in the Oriente. In fact, it would shock him if he 
could find himself once there. Surveyor John Bulsterbaum 
heads six trocha (trail-cutting) crews and two surveying 
units. Every foot of line must be cut by machete and ax 
and heliports hacked out about every three miles. There 
are no accurate maps of this area. Rivers change course 
at will and often do not resemble the aerial photos used. 
Reliable survey notes are a special "must" here, and John 
provides these. His natural good humor has made "Blind" 

The large building is, believe it or not, the Party 41 observer's 
laboratory ! The smaller "houses" are some of the staff tents . 

Monday? Maybe not, but at least it is wash day for the occupants 
of the staff tent at the right. All Party 41 camp "buildings" in 
the jungle of Ecuador are on low stilts and have thatched roofs. 

John the favorite of the workers. He holds the record for 
most monkeys killed (which the men eat) and already 
knows nearly all of the Spanish cuss words. 

Driller Jimmy Smith left his fancy tractor rig in Mexia, 
Texas. Here in Ecuador he bosses three Arcos and three 
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Below - This is one of the six trocha (trail-cutting l crews that 
Surveyor John Bulsterbaum directs. It is easy to see why Party 
41 needs these men. Right - A Colombian "hillbilly," Jaime Guti
errez, is assistant observer, No. 3 man of a 40-man recording crew. 

Party 41 even has its own warehouse along a river in the Ecuador
ian jungle. Supplies must be brought in by canoe and helicopter. 

jets, all of which must be lugged over the toughest terrain 
imaginable. Most of Jim's nights are spent in fly camps 
with his taladro (drill) crews. Hjs Indians must somehow 
find water near the hole (water trucks cannot be used 
here) - that is, when they are not already standing neck
deep in it. Jim has sweated off so much weight that his 
Texas-size .45 automatic almost does not fit. 

Bryan Dunstall, from New Zealand, has double duty. 
He keeps generators and other equipment operating in 
base camp and also helps with the drills. Spare parts are 
as rare as women in the jungle; so usually Bryan must fash
ion the parts himself. Anything metal corrodes quickly in 
this humidity, and something always needs repair. Bryan 
loves to fish and supplements our diet with Rio Napo cat
fish . He also has the world's ugliest dog, called "Noble 
Beast." 

Heading the instrument department is Chief Observer 
Lesley Schmidt. Backing him up are Observer Bob Sim
mons and Assistant Observer Jaime Gutierrez. The instru
ment and cable crew, calJed "Casa Blanca," consists of 
about 40 men. Instruments are flown to each heliport and 
set up under a tent. Primary problems have been keeping 
batteries charged and repairing cable damaged by animals. 
Bearded Jaime keeps us aware of the quality of the cook
ing, and Les entertains the crew with tales of foreign ad
ventures acquired in 13 years with Western. Pat Dalberg, 
digital equipment engineer, has worked many nights in 
our crude electronics lab. 

Party members work three weeks and break one week 
in Quito. An ancient Inca city, Quito is nestled in the heart 
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of the Andes, at a height almost twice that of Denver, 
about 10 miles south of the Equator. The climate is usu
ally cool and sunny. Its narrow streets contain many old 
churches and shops, but Quito is essentially a modern city, 
with good restaurants and hotels. 

Of the eight regular Westerners, only three are married. 
Bud Luckman's wife Christina is from Australia, and they 
have one daughter, Jacqueline. Christina keeps the camp 
supplied with novels, and the men are weJl-read in doctor 
and nurse literature. Noe Garcia's wife Martha is from 
San Antonio, Texas, as is he. They have three children, 
Marta, Noe, Jr., and Margo. Also from Texas, Jim Smith's 
wife Jewel keeps him supplied with cookies. They have two 
children, Susan and Mike. 

The single members entertain themselves studying Latin 
American culture - girls. Ecuador has the second highest 
birth rate in the world, and perhaps its beautiful women 
influence that statistic. Bryan and Les rent a fancy "pad" 
and throw parties. One may also watch soccer games or 
bullfights, go to casinos, or dance in one of several good 
night clubs. Of the latter, a favorite is the International 
Club. 

The Party 41 office staff is located in HO\lSton . Headed 
by Party Chief Ford Lasher, these men share quarters 
with the office force of Party V-7, of which Ford is also 
party chief. (See Party Pickings for report of these m en. -
Ed.) Their "jungle," unlike ours, is of buildings. Their dan
ger is auto traffic; ours is the Auca Indians. It is not up 
to us to say which is the more dangerous - but ours is 
the more unusual. 
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Left-With bags at hand, Driller Jimmy Smith !left) and Observer 
Bob Simmons are ready to head for Quito, the capital of Ecuador. 
Below - The helicopter has arrived, and Observer Bob Simmons 
(left) and Surveyor John Bulsterbaum depart for one-week break. 

This is one of the fly camps where Driller Jimmy Smith spends his 
nights with his taladro (drill) crews. Far from the most luxurious! 
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Oil a d Gas Taxes 
The following April 28 editorial from the Oil and Gas 

Journal is reproduced here with the permission of the 
editor of the Journal. 

PERCENTAG E DEPLETION has been on the federal Jaw 
books for 43 years. And for 36 of these years, it has 

been vociferously attacked as an unfair " loophole" for 
avoiding taxes. It's happening again. 

The attackers have been highly placed: Former presi
dents, cabinet members, lawmakers, college professors. As 
well as unwashed radicals and entertainers who make 
poor jokes. 

Congress through it all has refused to junk the provi-
sion or even modify it. 

Why have the attacks by so-called reformers failed? 
Several reasons. 
Opponents haven't advanced a single new argument 

that wasn't thoroughly considered prior to passage of the 
1926 measure. Congress consistently has decided benefits 
outweigh costs. 

Depletion also is tied closely to the basic concepts of 
our constitution. These are: Never tax capital. Tax only 
the income from capital. Taxing away capital is likened 
to killing the goose that lays the golden eggs. 

Why then do the attacks persist? 
Taxes are pinching everyone. They always go up. Never 

down. The bureaucratic taxer-spenders as well as tax bur
dened companies and individuals are eager to shut off 
tax avoidance to ease the pinch. It's easy to level an emo
tional diatribe against depletion and then hoot down any 
reasoned explanation of the complex issue. 

That's why we must examine the issue constantly. 

PERCENT AGE DEPLETION has two objects: Re
cover the producer's capital. And give him an incentive 
to drill more wells, find more oil and gas. 

How does it work? 
Stripped of its emotional setting, percentage depletion 

is simply a deduction available to oil and gas producers 
- and producers of more than 100 other minerals - in 
figuring their taxes on income from wells. 

The producer may deduct 27 1h % from the gross an
nual income of a lease or property. This is tax free. The 
figure , however, may not exceed 50% of the net income 
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of the lease. This limitation actually prevents most pro
ducers from taking the full deduction. In practice, it aver
ages only 23 % and in many cases is much less than that. 

This policy recognizes that oil in the ground is part of 
the producer's capital. It is like real estate. But this capital 
is used up - or depleted - by operation of an oil or 
gas wel l. The rate of deduction, when determined 43 years 
ago, was estimated as equal the capital value of oil in 
the ground. It's now probably less, and a higher rate would 
be more equitable. 

Opponents, however, favor stripping depletion back 
until it assures the producer he will recover his actual in
vestment or costs in a lease. After this amount is recovered 
over a period of time, deductions wou ld end. The pro
ducer's income taxes would increase. Thus cost depletion 
would serve a function similar to depreciation. 

This overlooks the unique position of oil as capita\ in 
the ground. It also ignores the unusual risks involved in 
finding replacement petroleum. Depletion encourages the 
producer to hunt new reserves - depreciation doesn't. 

Say, for example, an oil man recovered only his lease 
costs by deductions. He has no assurance he can take this 
fund, drill a single well and come up with any oil or gas . 
The odds are he will drill nine dry holes for every pro
ducing well. And what's more, he'll drill 46 marginal 
wells to every 1 that nets out a profit. Depreciation funds 
would melt quickly under these odds. But depletion funds 
from one good well give a producer the financial staying 
power to keep drilling. 

WHAT WOULD HAPPEN if percentage depletion 
were ended? 

It would drastically curtail the hunt for oil and gas. 
Our reserves would dwindle even more. Why? Because 
operators would become more selective and cautious in 
their drilling plans. They'd drill only the better prospects, 
shun the costly and high-risk ones. 

Many producers would sell out and take advantage of 
the more favorable tax rates on capital gains from oil in 
the ground. They would thus escape the high regular rates 
on production. The buyer, in turn, would set up to deplete 
at 100% of his cost. So, it's difficult to see how the gov
ernment could reap a tax bonanza from this change. 

Consumers of petroleum products would suffer, too. 
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The cost of crude oil and natural gas would rise. This in
evitably would be translated into higher product prices. 

Why then disturb a policy that promises to cause such 
an upheaval when the benefits are so uncertain? 

BUT THE CRITICS CRY: "Some companies pay no 
income taxes at all. That's unfair. " 

Let's examine this one carefully. It comes up every time 
taxes are mentioned. It's beaming cause celebre among oil
industry critics. 

In the first place, any producer who completely escapes 
income taxes doesn't do so with percentage depletion alone. 
The "50 %-of-net-income" limitation prevents that. So, he 
must use the benefits of other deductions - most likely 
the expensing of intangible drilling costs and write-offs 
for dry holes. 

By way of explanation, drilling costs come in two kinds. 
Tangible drilling costs, such as cost of tanks, equipment 
and structures, are depreciated over the years. No argu
ment here. Intangible costs, such as expense for wages, 
fuel, repairs, and all services, may be recovered the same 
way or as an operating expense in the year incurred. Most 
oil men elect to expense the intangibles. This allows them 
to get their money back more quickly to use in further 
operations. Expensing of intangibles does reduce the net 
income of the lease, even may create a loss. All this reduces 
the total subject to income tax. 

There are a few facts, however, to keep in mind. The 
producer can deduct intangible expenses only once. They 
tend to reduce benefits of percentage depletion. And the 
producer, in order to have intangible deductions, must keep 
on drilling. This is exactly what the tax policies are designed 
to do - keep oil men drilling. 

WHAT ELSE DO CRITICS find wrong about percent
age depletion? What do they suggest? 

Here are a few, and the answers to them. 
• Depletion allows companies to offset income from 

other sources, escape more taxes. 
Percentage depletion cannot reduce taxable income 

from any source except the one lease or property on which 
it is computed. Oil companies aren't escaping taxes even 
if the bite of the income tax is lighter on them. It may 
surprise many to know that the total tax burden of the 
petroleum industry actually is heavier than average. In 
1966, oil paid $2.5 billion in direct taxes. This $2.5 billion 
amounted to 5.1 % of gross revenue' from all operations. 
The direct tax burden for all U.S. business corporations 
was only about 4.5 % of gross revenue. This is about 10% 
less than the tax burden of petroleum. That plays hob with 
the contention that oil companies don 't pay taxes. 

• Oil profits are exorbitant. Too many oil millionaires 
are created by percentage depletion. 
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The average profit of 99 oil companies in 1968 was 
equal to a 12.9 % return on net worth. This is below the 
13.1 % return on net worth earned by 2,250 manufactur
ing companies. There's certainly nothing exorbitant about 
this. Percentage depletion hasn't made oil millionaires. Oil 
fortunes rise from the combination in an indvidual of 
ability, stubbornness, and luck in finding oil. Success in 
finding oil is the key - not percentage depletion. 

• Oil producers don't use tax savings to look for more 
oil and gas. 

The figures show differently. Statistics indicate oil pro
ducers would pay $1.3 billion more annually in taxes if 
present policies were ended . In the last 10 years, they have 
spent this - plus an average $3.1 billion more on explo
ration and development. 

• The depletion rate of 271/2 % is too high. Cut it to 
20, 15, or 10 %. 

This is begging the question. A lower rate won't satisfy 
the critics. They'd be back at the next session to whittle 
away at the lower rate. As we've noted, the present rate 
probably already is too low to achieve an adequate return 
of capital. If it were lower, percentage depletion also would 
lose effectiveness as an exploration incentive. It would 
give oil men too little money to finance new drilling. Out
side investors would fear other cuts. Uncertainty of their 
return piled on the normal risk of exploration would cool 
them on oil ventures. Exploration needs to be made more 
attractive to risk capital - not less. 

• Eliminate all deductions and grant an outright federal 
subsidy to encourage exploration. 

Can you imagine what kind of drilling program would 
emerge if it depended on annual appropriations from 
Congress? What a boondoggle this opens up! The drilling 
decision-makers would be bureaucrats who are subject to 
political pressures and not fitted by training or position to 
take risks involved. Where would the savings be in this 
approach? 

THERE ARE OTHER ARGUMENTS. None really 
new. All have been refuted time and time again. The fact 
they are being taken seriously is the big surprise. 

It is especially surprising in view of the present low 
state of petroleum exploration. That's the new circum
stance in the whole fight. 

Our reserves of oil and gas are dwindling at a time they 
should be rising twice as fast. Spending on exploration 
should be doubled. Oil and gas now furnish 75% of our 
nation's energy. We're using petroleum at such a clip that 
consumption is expected to double by 1980. 

Tampering with any policy that encourages exploration 
for petroleum is courting disaster. The facts speak just as 
clearly and loudly as ever against changing either the rate 
or principle of percentage depletion. Congress will serve 
the nation best by again refusing to change this policy. 
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been vociferously attacked as an unfair " loophole" for 
avoiding taxes. It's happening again. 

The attackers have been highly placed: Former presi
dents, cabinet members, lawmakers, college professors. As 
well as unwashed radicals and entertainers who make 
poor jokes. 

Congress through it all has refused to junk the provi-
sion or even modify it. 

Why have the attacks by so-called reformers failed? 
Several reasons. 
Opponents haven't advanced a single new argument 

that wasn't thoroughly considered prior to passage of the 
1926 measure. Congress consistently has decided benefits 
outweigh costs. 

Depletion also is tied closely to the basic concepts of 
our constitution. These are: Never tax capital. Tax only 
the income from capital. Taxing away capital is likened 
to killing the goose that lays the golden eggs. 

Why then do the attacks persist? 
Taxes are pinching everyone. They always go up. Never 

down. The bureaucratic taxer-spenders as well as tax bur
dened companies and individuals are eager to shut off 
tax avoidance to ease the pinch. It's easy to level an emo
tional diatribe against depletion and then hoot down any 
reasoned explanation of the complex issue. 

That's why we must examine the issue constantly. 

PERCENT AGE DEPLETION has two objects: Re
cover the producer's capital. And give him an incentive 
to drill more wells, find more oil and gas. 

How does it work? 
Stripped of its emotional setting, percentage depletion 

is simply a deduction available to oil and gas producers 
- and producers of more than 100 other minerals - in 
figuring their taxes on income from wells. 

The producer may deduct 27 1h % from the gross an
nual income of a lease or property. This is tax free. The 
figure , however, may not exceed 50% of the net income 
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of the lease. This limitation actually prevents most pro
ducers from taking the full deduction. In practice, it aver
ages only 23 % and in many cases is much less than that. 

This policy recognizes that oil in the ground is part of 
the producer's capital. It is like real estate. But this capital 
is used up - or depleted - by operation of an oil or 
gas wel l. The rate of deduction, when determined 43 years 
ago, was estimated as equal the capital value of oil in 
the ground. It's now probably less, and a higher rate would 
be more equitable. 

Opponents, however, favor stripping depletion back 
until it assures the producer he will recover his actual in
vestment or costs in a lease. After this amount is recovered 
over a period of time, deductions wou ld end. The pro
ducer's income taxes would increase. Thus cost depletion 
would serve a function similar to depreciation. 

This overlooks the unique position of oil as capita\ in 
the ground. It also ignores the unusual risks involved in 
finding replacement petroleum. Depletion encourages the 
producer to hunt new reserves - depreciation doesn't. 

Say, for example, an oil man recovered only his lease 
costs by deductions. He has no assurance he can take this 
fund, drill a single well and come up with any oil or gas . 
The odds are he will drill nine dry holes for every pro
ducing well. And what's more, he'll drill 46 marginal 
wells to every 1 that nets out a profit. Depreciation funds 
would melt quickly under these odds. But depletion funds 
from one good well give a producer the financial staying 
power to keep drilling. 

WHAT WOULD HAPPEN if percentage depletion 
were ended? 

It would drastically curtail the hunt for oil and gas. 
Our reserves would dwindle even more. Why? Because 
operators would become more selective and cautious in 
their drilling plans. They'd drill only the better prospects, 
shun the costly and high-risk ones. 

Many producers would sell out and take advantage of 
the more favorable tax rates on capital gains from oil in 
the ground. They would thus escape the high regular rates 
on production. The buyer, in turn, would set up to deplete 
at 100% of his cost. So, it's difficult to see how the gov
ernment could reap a tax bonanza from this change. 

Consumers of petroleum products would suffer, too. 
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The cost of crude oil and natural gas would rise. This in
evitably would be translated into higher product prices. 

Why then disturb a policy that promises to cause such 
an upheaval when the benefits are so uncertain? 

BUT THE CRITICS CRY: "Some companies pay no 
income taxes at all. That's unfair. " 

Let's examine this one carefully. It comes up every time 
taxes are mentioned. It's beaming cause celebre among oil
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Tangible drilling costs, such as cost of tanks, equipment 
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ment here. Intangible costs, such as expense for wages, 
fuel, repairs, and all services, may be recovered the same 
way or as an operating expense in the year incurred. Most 
oil men elect to expense the intangibles. This allows them 
to get their money back more quickly to use in further 
operations. Expensing of intangibles does reduce the net 
income of the lease, even may create a loss. All this reduces 
the total subject to income tax. 

There are a few facts, however, to keep in mind. The 
producer can deduct intangible expenses only once. They 
tend to reduce benefits of percentage depletion. And the 
producer, in order to have intangible deductions, must keep 
on drilling. This is exactly what the tax policies are designed 
to do - keep oil men drilling. 

WHAT ELSE DO CRITICS find wrong about percent
age depletion? What do they suggest? 

Here are a few, and the answers to them. 
• Depletion allows companies to offset income from 

other sources, escape more taxes. 
Percentage depletion cannot reduce taxable income 

from any source except the one lease or property on which 
it is computed. Oil companies aren't escaping taxes even 
if the bite of the income tax is lighter on them. It may 
surprise many to know that the total tax burden of the 
petroleum industry actually is heavier than average. In 
1966, oil paid $2.5 billion in direct taxes. This $2.5 billion 
amounted to 5.1 % of gross revenue' from all operations. 
The direct tax burden for all U.S. business corporations 
was only about 4.5 % of gross revenue. This is about 10% 
less than the tax burden of petroleum. That plays hob with 
the contention that oil companies don 't pay taxes. 

• Oil profits are exorbitant. Too many oil millionaires 
are created by percentage depletion. 
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The average profit of 99 oil companies in 1968 was 
equal to a 12.9 % return on net worth. This is below the 
13.1 % return on net worth earned by 2,250 manufactur
ing companies. There's certainly nothing exorbitant about 
this. Percentage depletion hasn't made oil millionaires. Oil 
fortunes rise from the combination in an indvidual of 
ability, stubbornness, and luck in finding oil. Success in 
finding oil is the key - not percentage depletion. 

• Oil producers don't use tax savings to look for more 
oil and gas. 

The figures show differently. Statistics indicate oil pro
ducers would pay $1.3 billion more annually in taxes if 
present policies were ended . In the last 10 years, they have 
spent this - plus an average $3.1 billion more on explo
ration and development. 

• The depletion rate of 271/2 % is too high. Cut it to 
20, 15, or 10 %. 

This is begging the question. A lower rate won't satisfy 
the critics. They'd be back at the next session to whittle 
away at the lower rate. As we've noted, the present rate 
probably already is too low to achieve an adequate return 
of capital. If it were lower, percentage depletion also would 
lose effectiveness as an exploration incentive. It would 
give oil men too little money to finance new drilling. Out
side investors would fear other cuts. Uncertainty of their 
return piled on the normal risk of exploration would cool 
them on oil ventures. Exploration needs to be made more 
attractive to risk capital - not less. 

• Eliminate all deductions and grant an outright federal 
subsidy to encourage exploration. 

Can you imagine what kind of drilling program would 
emerge if it depended on annual appropriations from 
Congress? What a boondoggle this opens up! The drilling 
decision-makers would be bureaucrats who are subject to 
political pressures and not fitted by training or position to 
take risks involved. Where would the savings be in this 
approach? 

THERE ARE OTHER ARGUMENTS. None really 
new. All have been refuted time and time again. The fact 
they are being taken seriously is the big surprise. 

It is especially surprising in view of the present low 
state of petroleum exploration. That's the new circum
stance in the whole fight. 

Our reserves of oil and gas are dwindling at a time they 
should be rising twice as fast. Spending on exploration 
should be doubled. Oil and gas now furnish 75% of our 
nation's energy. We're using petroleum at such a clip that 
consumption is expected to double by 1980. 

Tampering with any policy that encourages exploration 
for petroleum is courting disaster. The facts speak just as 
clearly and loudly as ever against changing either the rate 
or principle of percentage depletion. Congress will serve 
the nation best by again refusing to change this policy. 

13 



14 

Top - Students (from the left) Glen Gilchrist, Mike Russ, Charles 
Blumentritt, and Kelly Bridge 

Above - Students (from the left) Charles Hardage (worked with 
Western last summer also l, Jay Ashford, Galen Whipple (recent 
permanent hire l, and Delmer Woods, Jr. 

College students participating in 
Western's 1969 summer job-train
ing program listen to Emil Mateker, 
manager, geophysica l research, ex
plain Western's role in the world
wide search for hydrocarbons al a 
two-day indoctrination conference. 

A LL OF THE COLLEGE STUDENTS participating in West
ern Geophysical's 1969 summer job-training pro

gram attended a two-day indoctrination conference con
ducted by the Company in its Houston office on Westpark 
Drive June 9 and 10. The 33 students represented 25 col
leges in 13 states. 

The main objective of the conference was to help the 
students better understand the principles involved in the 
use of geophysics as an exploration tool and how Western 
and its employees fit into the over-all picture of putting 
this tool to practical use in finding potential oil traps. 

Topics covered the first day were: Western and the 
Petroleum Industry, Geophysical Methods in the Petroleum 
Industry (or, Why the Seismic Method?), Fundamentals 
of Seismic Exploration, Energy Sources, Seismic Instru
mentation, Field Techniques, and Navigation System. 

After welcoming addresses by Neal P. Cramer, vice 
president, operations; and Clifford J. Phillips, personnel 
recruiting and training, the above subjects were covered 
by Carl H. Savit, vice president, research and development; 
Em il Mateker, manager, geophysical research; John D. 
Laker, supervisor, Texas Gulf; and Alton Moody, man
ager, navigation operations. 

In addition to a tour of the data processing facilities 
conducted by the Houston digital center staff, the students 
on the second day · were indoctrinated on these subjects: 
Digital Processing, History of Reflection Seismograph 
Prospecting for Oil with Emphasis on Interpretation, West
ern and "Big Earth" Problems, Research at Western, and 
Western Organization- Your Summer Job. 

Students (from the leftl Mike Stewart, Bill Cole, Don Hofer, Mike 
Leonard, Patricio Callaghan, and scale model of AQUAPULSE gun 

Presenting the above were J. M. (Jim) Hornsby, vice 
president, data processing; W. C. (Bill) Curtis, mathema
tician; Robert Rector, programmer; Curtis Johnson, senior 
research geophysicist; Mr. Mateker; Mr. Phillips; Mr. 
Laker; and B. L. (Ben) Langston, supervisor, Mid-Con
tinent. 

In addition to the 33 students present at the conference, 
five others were hired by Western for the summer but were 
not available by June 9 and 10. Most of the men are ma
joring in geology, geophysics, mathematics, physics, elec
trical engineering, computer sciences, and earth sciences. 
They came from schools in Arizona, California, Colorado, 
Georgia, Louisiana, Missouri, Montana, New Mexico, 
North Carolina, Oklahoma, South Dakota, Texas, and 
Utah. 

Students Alan Levin and Carolyn Marshall (recent permanent hire I 
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Students (from the leftl James Barnhart, John Pullen, Tim Poston, 
and David Steward (four who were slated to work together on 
Party 32 this summed 

Students (from the left) Rex Jones, Paul Hummel, Michael Robin
son, and Alan Levin and basin diagrams 

15 



14 

Top - Students (from the left) Glen Gilchrist, Mike Russ, Charles 
Blumentritt, and Kelly Bridge 

Above - Students (from the left) Charles Hardage (worked with 
Western last summer also l, Jay Ashford, Galen Whipple (recent 
permanent hire l, and Delmer Woods, Jr. 

College students participating in 
Western's 1969 summer job-train
ing program listen to Emil Mateker, 
manager, geophysica l research, ex
plain Western's role in the world
wide search for hydrocarbons al a 
two-day indoctrination conference. 

A LL OF THE COLLEGE STUDENTS participating in West
ern Geophysical's 1969 summer job-training pro

gram attended a two-day indoctrination conference con
ducted by the Company in its Houston office on Westpark 
Drive June 9 and 10. The 33 students represented 25 col
leges in 13 states. 

The main objective of the conference was to help the 
students better understand the principles involved in the 
use of geophysics as an exploration tool and how Western 
and its employees fit into the over-all picture of putting 
this tool to practical use in finding potential oil traps. 

Topics covered the first day were: Western and the 
Petroleum Industry, Geophysical Methods in the Petroleum 
Industry (or, Why the Seismic Method?), Fundamentals 
of Seismic Exploration, Energy Sources, Seismic Instru
mentation, Field Techniques, and Navigation System. 

After welcoming addresses by Neal P. Cramer, vice 
president, operations; and Clifford J. Phillips, personnel 
recruiting and training, the above subjects were covered 
by Carl H. Savit, vice president, research and development; 
Em il Mateker, manager, geophysical research; John D. 
Laker, supervisor, Texas Gulf; and Alton Moody, man
ager, navigation operations. 

In addition to a tour of the data processing facilities 
conducted by the Houston digital center staff, the students 
on the second day · were indoctrinated on these subjects: 
Digital Processing, History of Reflection Seismograph 
Prospecting for Oil with Emphasis on Interpretation, West
ern and "Big Earth" Problems, Research at Western, and 
Western Organization- Your Summer Job. 

Students (from the leftl Mike Stewart, Bill Cole, Don Hofer, Mike 
Leonard, Patricio Callaghan, and scale model of AQUAPULSE gun 

Presenting the above were J. M. (Jim) Hornsby, vice 
president, data processing; W. C. (Bill) Curtis, mathema
tician; Robert Rector, programmer; Curtis Johnson, senior 
research geophysicist; Mr. Mateker; Mr. Phillips; Mr. 
Laker; and B. L. (Ben) Langston, supervisor, Mid-Con
tinent. 

In addition to the 33 students present at the conference, 
five others were hired by Western for the summer but were 
not available by June 9 and 10. Most of the men are ma
joring in geology, geophysics, mathematics, physics, elec
trical engineering, computer sciences, and earth sciences. 
They came from schools in Arizona, California, Colorado, 
Georgia, Louisiana, Missouri, Montana, New Mexico, 
North Carolina, Oklahoma, South Dakota, Texas, and 
Utah. 

Students Alan Levin and Carolyn Marshall (recent permanent hire I 

SUMMER 1969 

Students (from the leftl James Barnhart, John Pullen, Tim Poston, 
and David Steward (four who were slated to work together on 
Party 32 this summed 

Students (from the left) Rex Jones, Paul Hummel, Michael Robin
son, and Alan Levin and basin diagrams 

15 



Top - Students (from the left) Richard Carroll, Lester Doty, Al 
Spangler, and Richard Boebel 

Above - Students (from the left) Paul Zenthoefer, Bernard Black, 
and Fred Hoffman and basin diagram 

Above - Students !from the left) Fred Morgan la new permanent 
hire), Larry Shorey, Dewey Biscotto, and William Schwaderer 

Below - Students John Thackston lleft) and John Harris and 
Western Geophysical Research Manager Emil Mateker lrlghtl 

By Mayette Boulet 

Editor's Note: The new French secretary for West
ern's Tunis office "adds a little spice to the dull office 
atmosphere" according to the report of Party 90 in the 
Spring 1969 WESTERN PROFILE. The men of Party D-1 
agreed with their colleagues in that office, and all pre
vailed upon her to write about working with them. May
e ffe 's delightful story, printed exactly as she wrote it in 
English (not in French and then translated), reveals why 
the boys enjoy her brightening their atmosphere. 

WE COULD CALL TH IS PROFILE "Impressions of a 
French Secretary in One American Company." To 

work for Western Geophysical Company, this is the most 
strange adventure that can happen to a girl and especially 
when you don't use the Shakespeare's language with dex
terity. But I recommend strongly to each woman who wants 
to study another language than her native one to work for 
a geophysical company. I have been learning English for 
eight years but, without practice, it is better to say "Noth
ing." 

My first few days in the Company was the start of the 
progressive fall of my illusions. To listen to the English 
language from the morning unt il night, to receive orders 
in English, to type in English, that is a record; but what 
about to keep an attentive look when you really seem 
stupid and let people believe that you understand when it 
is a very mixed-up conglomeration in your brain. At night 
I dreamed English - it was horrible. 

Every morning when I first start to work I use to take 
the office road with a great apprehension. Why? Because 
for a Tunisian French woman the way of life is made by 
carefree and relaxation, and the American people have 
another conception of the "work" word. They helped me 
quickly to follow them. "Work" can be the magic word of 
Western and in the same time my war cry. I was eating, 
thinking, reading, dancing, and "Work" was my leitmotiv 
(theme) without end, but now it is my turn to make every
body work for me. 

We have another peculiarity of Western in Tunisia, 
"No problem." When I am sweating on an endless trans
lation of Proforma* where Silver beauty, gears, and flip 
flop card were for me a riddle, people answered me, "No 
problem." My typewriter was broken - "No problem." 
The Volkswagen was broken down - "No problem." 

•Proforma are the importation documents listing t~e materials shif?pe~ from 
the States . Jn Tunisia each item must be translated mto French , wl11ch 1s part 
of Mayette's job. 
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Mayette Boutet, Tunis office French secretary, describes Western. 

When the Company wives have a problem - "No prob
lem." And the most funny thing is that there was really 
"No problem." 

I have never met in my li fe so many people who come 
from different countries. Since I am part of Western, 
United Nations became for me a reality and no more a 
dream. To establish a balance sheet let's start by the be
ginning - U. S., England, Canada, Italia, Australia, Ara
bia, Germany, Ireland, Dutchland, Syria, and, to close the 
serial, the little bit of France represented by me. 

What about the families? With the new crew D-1, a 
complete army of women and children overwhelm the 
Tunisia. The house problem became a crucial point. They 
all wanted to live in La Marsa "near the beach" and not 
too far away from each other. The villas were supposed 
to be: not too big and not too small, all furnished , bright 
and modern , but with a Tunisian style. Nothing more easy, 
hem! In a so big country as Tunisia that we could compare 
with a small America. During a fortnight it was the land
lord rush. The women tore their hair, manhandled their 
husbands, and gave me the wish to take the airplane ticket 
for Alaska. But there is a good end for everything, and 
each woman found the house of her dream and gave it a 
personal character. It is with great pleasure that I visit 
them in their vi llas because hospitality is not an empty 
word for the Western's families. 

In the office each one has his own personality. John 
Mathewson is a man with a gold heart but similar to an 
electrical battery (energetic). His favorite hobby "To col
lect all the news speaking about ski or pictures of snow 
view." In a hot country as Tunisia is refreshing. Jim Brog
den whose the nickname could be: the more quiet man of 
the Western. When he speaks on the phone, he is so slow 
that I feel like to shake him . John Ivanitz is a positive man; 
he thinks so quickly that three minutes after he changes his 
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mind. He is able to make me change the same airplane 
ticket three, four times in the day. Which calamity is when 
he calls the crew by radio, we can listen to him from the 
first floor to the third. He surely thinks to have to deal 
with a deaf corporation. We could finish with Fathy Drira, 
perfect prototype of Mediterranean - strong as a rock, as 
stubborn as a mule, imperturbable in front of the most 
dramatic situations (no airplane for the crew, no fuel for 
a truck, no seismix, etc.) . With an equal and monotonous 
voice he operates on everybody's nerves and jogs quietly 
along without deviation of a thumb. 

Sometimes a little adventure's perfume creates excite
ment for us with the coming of Mr. Bill Rosser from 
Shrevesville (Shreveport) or Mr. Leo Dunn from London. 
The real American businessmen that everybody imagines. 
One day in Tunis, two days or one week in the camp, re
turn in the town to have a good dinner, and bye bye Tunisia 
good morning U. S. or England. l have just time to see 
them between two airplanes, one meeting and a big lunch. 
"C'est la vie." 

And sometimes I asked myself what I am doing in my 
woman's skin and why l am not a man to follow the West
ern everywhere she goes. Lebanon or Africa, Singapour or 
Australia, Spain or U. S. But you cannot change your des
tiny like a dress, and for now my only dream is to work 
for Western as long as I can because I found in this job: 
variety, never boredom, and the necessity to improve the 
efficiency. 

And to close the profile, I am now a source of grief to 
my "Papa," for it is not enough that I speak English, lunch 
American ( 30 minutes), but even abandon the delicate 
French wine for the beer . 

These are the Western wives in Tunis whose hospitality Mayette 
enjoys. They are, from the left : Wendy I Mrs. Gary I Devlin , May
ette Boulet, Corine I Mrs. Lewi s I Viles, Jennifer I Mrs. Fred I Leon
ard, Carol (Mrs. Dennis I Williams, Wanda (Mrs. Matti Herrington 
(with hands on her knees), Rose (Mrs. Hugh I O ' Halloran, Pat 
(Mrs. E. 0.1 Ross, Faye I Mrs. Larry I Miller I behind Pat Rossi , 
and Joan (Mrs . John C. C. I Mathewson, plus Pierre O'Halloran. 
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This is the east gate of the old city of Sfax, Tunisia. It is on the sea 
south of Tunis and is where three Western employees expedite for 
both crews working in the Tunisian desert, Parties 0-1 and 90. 
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PARTY D-1 <Office) - TUNIS, TUNISIA 

J. G. BROGDEN, Reporter-Photographer 

In the north African city of Tunis, Tunisia, near the 
ancient ruins of Utica and Carthage, Western's Party D-1 
has set up housekeeping for the duration. The climate is 
mild and pleasant most of the year, with warm sunshine 
and gentle onshore breezes from the Mediterranean Sea. 

Most of the families live "on the beach" north of the city 
in the smaller and more relaxed villages of La Marsa , Gam
marth, Sidi Bou Said, and Le Kram. There are plenty of 
sandy beaches and sunshine for everyone. The children 
attend the American school nearby and seem to enjoy it 
a great deal. School will be out soon; the winter rains are 
almost over; and everyone is looking forward to a summer 
on the beach. 

The office staff in Tunis, which handles the joint oper
ations of Party 90 and D-1 , is ably managed by resident 
Supervisor JOHN MATHEWSON. Party Manager CORRADO 
RUBINO, Chief Computer BERARDINO Bucci, and Compu
ter EDGARD GASPAR are keeping the field data flowing 
through on its way to the Milan digital center. 

Assistant Party Chief JOHN IvANITZ and Expediter 

·Westerners in Tunis see this view from their office. The building 
in the center is a French cathedral built about l 890 in the down
town area of the city. The trees in the foreground are on the 
grounds of the French Embassy. The picture was token from the 
fourth floor of the building in .;,..,hich the Porty D-1 office is located, 
which indicates the height of the palm trees. The land on which 
all of this stands was at one time port of the Bay of Tunis. 

These men are some of the 
men of the office staffs of 
Parties D-1 and 90 in Tunis. 
Left - Resident Supervisor 
John Mathewson . Right -
..::hief Computer Bernardino 
Bucci !left) and Party Man
ager Corrado Rubino. Below 
right - Assistant Party 
Manager John lvonitz (left) 
and Expeditor Fothi Drira. 

F ATHI DRIRA handle administrative duties while our cus
toms agent, SALAH ABDENNABI, keeps the tapes and other 
materials flowing through customs. 

Our translator-secretary, Mademoiselle MAYETTE Bou
TET, answers the telephone, types, and translates corre
spondence in four languages, English, French, Italian, and 
Arabic. (She also speaks Spanish when necessary.) 

Tunis is conveniently located with respect to many of 
the old-world cities of Europe. It is only a one-hour flight 
to Rome for instance. Members of the two crews frequently 
take their breaks in Madrid, Paris, Geneva, Malta, Rome, 
and Athens. Even so, there are many things to see and do 
here in Tunisia. All in all, it is a pleasant place in which 
to live and work. Drop by whenever you are out our way. 

These men are also on the 
Tunis office staff. Immediate 
right - Customs Agent 
Salah Abdennobi. Far right 
-Computer Edgard Gaspar. 
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The plane has arrived on Party D-1 's airstrip in the Tunisian desert 
for crew break-rotation. In the foreground are, from the left, 
Surveyor Ed Ironside, Assistant Party Manager Gary Devlin, and 
Party Manager L. M. (Matti Herrington. Tu.nis is the first stop. 
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If you try to guess what this is, you 
probably will be wrong . It is a 
roadside grocery store and souve
nir shop near the oasis of Gabes, 
which is on the sea south of Sfax, 
Tunisia. The round, white object 
hanging from the corrugated roof 
at upper center is a basket of eggs. 

PARTY 0-1 (field) -TUNISIAN DESERT ... 

GARY DEVLIN and MA TT HERRINGTON, Reporters 
JIM BROGDEN, Photographer 

After our second camp move from the rocky hills of 
central Tunisia, the field crew of Party D-1 is perched high 
and dry on a range called "Bateun Assia," about 600 feet 
above sea level. In this part of the country that is quite 
high, especially when the increase in elevation from the 
coastal sand flats to our camp rises almost at once. The 
local inhabitants of our new prospect are mostly Bedouin 
Arabs. They live in caves in the sides of the ridges below 
our camp. Their mode of transportation to the nearby 
towns is by burro or, for the most part, by foot. 

Wild life is now starting to appear after the spring rains. 
It consists mainly of two varieties of birds, gazelle, and 
rabbits. The latter are becoming quite abundant in camp, 
thanks to the ever-loving care of our local employees. 

The Tunisian climate seems to be agreeing with almost 
everyone, in spite of a very cold winter. Most of the single 
men plan on using Tunis as a stepping stone to Europe on 
their leaves. Chief Observer FRANK FREEMAN has already 
been over to Geneva and more recently to Rome. 

In April D-1 acquired some new faces from various 
parts of the world: Driller-Mechanic PERCY MEYER, from 
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Germany; Surveyor Eo IRONSIDE, Canada; Driller-Me
chanic Bos PEETERS, Holland; and Surveyor RoN JACK
SON, Conroe, :rexa~. So far the crew is repre~ente?. by. 10 
countries, which gives us a small but efficient United 

Nations." 
o ur "Dinoseis"® operations are running smoothly, con-

sidering the difficult terrain our lines are over. In the 
passes through the range the trails are not much wider 
than our trucks. There are boulders weighing approxi
mately 20 to 30 tons; and the sides of the passes are al
most sheer, rising to 300 feet. For contrast, in the southern 
end of the prospect, 15 miles away, there are sand dunes 
and not a rock to be seen, which in some ways gives some 
relief to continual bouncing for "Dinoseis" Operators LEW 
VILES, JIM WARZECHA, RAFFAELE NANNI, HUGH O'HAL
LORAN, and BoB PEETERS. The crew's great hope in camp 
is that the next one will give us a free-flowing water well. 

Foreign Field Equipment Supervisor FLOYD (POGEN) 
DAVIS already has plans for a swimming pool in which to 
cool off. 

On the home front in Tunis Western wives are now en
joying some of that Mediterranean weather so long over
due. They are spending their free time on La Marsa beach 
g~tting suntans. JENNY LEONARD, wife of Driller FRED, 
is waiting for their happy event in July. With the spring 
weather thousands of tourists arrived, and we all are hop
ing that they will not stay around too long so that Western 
can again have the private beaches at La Marsa. 

Along with the sunny weather Party Manager L. M. 
(MATT) HERRINGTON and Observer E. 0. (OKIE) Ross 

SUMMER 1969 

Above - Party D-1 's "Dinoseis" units are moving along the line in 
one area that they are exploring in the Sahara Desert of Tunisia. 

Left - Ve teran Chief Observer Frank Freeman (left) and Observer 
Larry Mi lier take time beside a Party D-1 truck for a picture. 

Below - Foreign Field Equipment Supervisor Floyd ( Pogen) Davis 
(left) and "Dinoseis" Operator Jim Warzecha, Party D-1, appear 
to be pleased with their work, the removal of the motor for repairs. 
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More Party D-1 men are shown in 
the desert of Tunisia. Above left 
- Surveyor Ed Ironside (left) can 
smile, but the desert sun makes 
Surveyor Ron Jackson squint. Above 
right - "Dinoseis" Operator Hugh 
O'Halloran checks a "Dinoseis" 
unit. Left - Driller-Mechanic Percy 
Meyer (left) and "Dinoseis" Op
erator Raffaele Nanni discuss a 
problem. Right - Observer E. 0. 
(Okie J Ross is on his way to an
other part of the desert camp site. 

have purchased a Renault car. As we hear it, both MATT 
and OKIE are getting fit with the crank handle and are 
looking for a steep hill to push it down - or over? A lso, 
the GARY DEVLINS have purchased a motor scooter and 
will do some touring of Tunis and ancient Carthage. Ob
server LARRY MILLER is another who will become one of 
the local tourists when he purchases his car on the next 
break. Last but not least, our party chief, JIM BROGDEN, 
is holding down the Tunis office but also making frequent 
trips to the field and Milan. 

PARTY 41 (Office) - HOUSTON, TEXAS 
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ANTHONY MIRANDA, Reporter 

Party 41 's office, which is in charge of processing and 
interpreting field data received from the crew in Ecuador, 
South America, was activated in November 1968 and be
gan operations in the Houston digital center. T he next 
month Chief Computer ANTHONY MIRANDA came to Party 
41 from Party 65's interpretative office in Houston. Last 
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December 30 Computer DENNIS WALDEN began to work 
for Western and was assigned to Party 41. 

DENNIS fairly recen tly received his degree in geology 
from Georgia State College in Atlanta. On May 29 he re
ported for active duty in the Army Corps of Engineers at 
Fort Belvoir, Virginia. 

The duties of party chief were assumed on J anuary 15 
by FoRD LASHER, who was already in charge of Party V-7. 
Because he was to oversee the work of both crews and 
available office space was lacking, it was necessary that 
both crews be moved into one room. (Party V-Ts report 
follows.) 

FORD joined Western in October 1968 after accumu
lating 13 years of experience in all phases of geophysical 
operations with a major oi l company. After traveling 
through various states of the South and Southwest, he, his 
wife CECELIA, and two children, MARY and ERIC, have 
settled in Houston. 

(Party 4l's field crew is featured in an article in the 
first section of this magazine. - Ed.) 

PARTY V-7 (Office) - HOUSTON, TEXAS 

FORD B. LAS HER, Reporter 

The contrast between the field crew location and the 
office location for Party V-7 is cons iderable. Here in West
ern's office in Houston, we are far from the heat and dust, 

The field crew of Party V-7 
is ope rating in the Llanos 
Orientates, Colombia. This 
bird 's-eye view of its camp 
shows that it is spacious, 
neat, and well arranged. 
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mud and rain, and insects of all descriptions that plague 
the V-7 fie ld crew men as they conduct a "Vibroseis"® 
survey in the Llanos of Colombia, South America. 

Our bachelor, BILL GOUDY, is a Jong-time Westerner, 
who was brought into the Houston digital center in Feb
ruary 1968 as a geophysical analyst. He was assigned to 
Party V-7 last December. His broad exper ience on various 
fie ld crews, both domestic and foreign , including two years 
on a "Vibroseis" crew working throughout Texas, prov ides 
an excellent background for the processing and analysis 
work of this office. 

Geophysical Trainee DENNIS TRYON is a comparative 
newcomer to Western, having come to work for our Com
pany last November. He is a graduate of P urdue University 
and has completed four and a half years as an air fo rce 
captain in aircraft maintenance. He and his wife KAREN 
have one son, TIM , age 3. 

Coming from the Shreveport digital center in Louisiana, 
Programmer CEC IL JONES worked with Party V-7 from 
last November until Apri l l. He is now back in the pro
gramming section, but we enjoyed having him and his wife 
SHELIA as a part of the crew for a while. 

Party Chief FORD LASHER is well qualified to supervise 
the processing of a "Vibroseis" crew because of past expe
rience , having been an observer on the first production 
"Vibroseis" crew in the fie ld. He came to Western last 
October after 13 years wi th a major oil company, with 
which he held various positions ranging from observer, 
chief observe r, computer, seismologist, and geophysicist. 
He and his wife CECELIA have two children, MARY, age 
I I , and ERIC, 9. 
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PARTY V-7 (field) -
BOGOTA, COLOMBIA 

D. A. COWAN, Reporter 
JIM SUMMERS, Photographer 

Party V-7 started operations in December 1968 in the 
Llanos Orientales, Colombia. The personnel spent some 
time in Bogota, capital of Colombia, becoming accustomed 
to the altitude (8,500 feet) and the local cure-all -
aguardiente - before leaving for the prospect. 

Nine men traveled to Barranquilla to pick up vehicles 
and drive them across a large portion of Colombia. The 
trip took five days from the seashore and over the moun
tain range (12,000 feet) and down to the Llanos (plains). 
The roads varied from good hardtop near the coast to 
very steep, winding, narrow tracks in the mountains. The 
mountain roads had sheer drop-offs. 

If our common sense did not tell us that the roads were 
dangerous, we would have had reminders along the road
side. There were crosses placed where a fatal accident had 
occurred. This is a common practice in many countries, 
but Colombia has added something different - roadside 
shrines. In front of these shrines are placed vehicle head
lights indicating fatal accidents. From the number we saw, 
we would say that there have been quite a few accidents -
but this does not slow the Colombian driver! 

The Party V-7 prospect is located about 140 air miles 
northeast of Bogota along the eastern edge of the moun
tains. Many rivers and creeks create not only operational 
problems but also a challenge for the fisherman. Of course, 
you always hear about the big ones that got away. 
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The local people have been helpful and are glad that 

"The jolly green giant," Observer Bill Richard, drives the jug 
buggy in the Party V-7 camp in Colombia, but it will take him 
practically anywhere and everywhere he wants to go in the area. 

In Colombia these four Party V-7 vibrator operators are servicing 
one of the "Vibroseis" trucks. They are, from the left: Medardo 
Acosta, Louie Byrd, Ray Downing, and Wilton B. (Boots I Dungan. 

we are operating in the area. We have repaired local roads 
for our supply routes and built or repaired airstrips. Our 
'dozed lines opened up approximately 2,000 square kilom
eters ( 1,200 square miles) of the Llanos around the 
Yopal-Agua Azul-San Pablo areas in five months. 

There is the story about the biggest boulder in the river 
hanging up a jeep for three hours (night time, naturally ) 
- clutch goes out - makes a seven-hour trip up the 
mountain - runs out of gas - next gas pump 20 kilom
meters away - raining all the time. Of course, no one 
would believe this. 

The expatriate crew consists of Chief Observer VERNON · 
B. (STRETCH) DAVID, Observer BILL RICHARD, Vibrator 
Operators WILTON B. (BOOTS) DUNGAN and LOUIE BYRD, 
Surveyor RALPH CRIEGER, Mechanic FRED LAMMERT, and 
Party Manager DAVE COWAN; and Computer A. J. PADRON 
is in our Bogota office. We also have seven Colombian staff 
members and 35 Colombian helpers. 

Everyone has heard of the Indian custom of rain dances. 
Since we do not want rain, our administrator, 0. CASTA
NEDA, revived an old custom from his pueblo to ward off 
the rain. The system works by placing three mirrors face 
up on the ground, thus frightening the rain clouds away. 
Do not scoff at our "magic"; it has not rained since he 
started doing this, at least not in our area. And we definitely 
do not want rain. 

The staff personnel works three weeks and then has one 
week off in Bogota, where the families all live. The wives 
speak just a "little" Spanish. They are SusANA DUNGAN, 
Ecuadorian; JOSEFINA DAVID, Colombian; and MARIA 
COWAN, Spanish. The children go to American, Colombian, 
and English-Colombian schools. The single men have all 
pertinent data on the entertainment world of Bogota - as 
well as for every city, town, and pueblo they have passed 
through! Seems as if they are all members of the Golden 
Key Club. 

Bits and pieces of conversation that are heard locally: 
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Someone asks, "Why does Colombia export all of their 
good coffee?" A more experienced voice replies, "It's not 
the coffee, just the way it's made." Another voice says, "If 
you had lived in some of the camps I have, you would 
know this is good coffee." 

"Pass the hot water and the instant." From another new
comer, "Speaking of hot water, when do we get a hot 
shower?" "On your next break in Bogota. What do you 
think this is, the Llanos Hilton?" "Got your tent sewed up 
again, BILL?" "Y.es •. b.ut ,,it won't take much more. That 
last rain almost did it m. 

You should have been in camp during that rain; you 
know how upset DAVE gets when his tent is wet. The three 
previous camps had DAVE'S tent in the lowest corner 
(whether by design or by accident is a matter of specula
tion). Well, this wind ripped it open and circulated water 
like a Model 1000 drill. The loud shouting and arm waving 
that followed were almost enough to stop the deluge. 

Such is life in Los Llanos. 

PARTY 92 - "LOWER" ALASKA 

J. C. OLSON, Reporter-Photographer 

Party 92 started moving into its location in Alaska early 
in January, with Party Manager J. E. (BuBBA) BuscH
MIHLE at the reins. When Bubba was sent to Party 98, 
Party Manager JAMES C. OLSON took over the crew. 

Party 92 had quite a changeover in personnel due to 
the fact that only one crew worked on the North Slope in 
January and February. Observer DAVE JORGENSEN and 
Chief Observer W. D. (SMITTY) SMITH kept Helper 
WILLIE OPITZ busy on the blaster getting another hole, 
just behind Drillers MIKE BLANCHARD and MARK SANNE
RUD, who said the boulders are like Alaska, BIG. Sur
veyors DoN McGILL and LARRY EASTER had their work 

Driller Mike Blanchard !leftl, who reports BIG boulders in this part 
of Alaska, and Helper David Bastian drill a hole for Party 92. 

This barge that is loaded with Party 92 equipment is wending its 
way among the ice floes in Cook Inlet up to home base, Anchorage. 

cut out for them keeping ahead of three 'dozers. Other 
personnel who were not transferred were WALT KELLEN, 
our field clerk, who kept the night lights aglow; and Cook 
ATZ KILCHER and Assistant Cook LEROY WOOLDRIDGE, 
who kept the coffee hot and the men full of good chow. 
Helper DAVID BASTIAN and Driller-Mechanic w. D. WILES 
agree with the drillers that the boulders are big. 

We were very fortunate to be just across the bay from 
Anchorage where the weather is as nice or nicer then parts 
of the "lower 48," or on the "outside" as the Alaskans 
say it. 

Party 92 Helper Willie Opitz (left) and Surveyor Larry Easter are 
shooting on mud flats that will be covered when the tide comes in. 



PARTY V-7 (field) -
BOGOTA, COLOMBIA 

D. A. COWAN, Reporter 
JIM SUMMERS, Photographer 

Party V-7 started operations in December 1968 in the 
Llanos Orientales, Colombia. The personnel spent some 
time in Bogota, capital of Colombia, becoming accustomed 
to the altitude (8,500 feet) and the local cure-all -
aguardiente - before leaving for the prospect. 

Nine men traveled to Barranquilla to pick up vehicles 
and drive them across a large portion of Colombia. The 
trip took five days from the seashore and over the moun
tain range (12,000 feet) and down to the Llanos (plains). 
The roads varied from good hardtop near the coast to 
very steep, winding, narrow tracks in the mountains. The 
mountain roads had sheer drop-offs. 

If our common sense did not tell us that the roads were 
dangerous, we would have had reminders along the road
side. There were crosses placed where a fatal accident had 
occurred. This is a common practice in many countries, 
but Colombia has added something different - roadside 
shrines. In front of these shrines are placed vehicle head
lights indicating fatal accidents. From the number we saw, 
we would say that there have been quite a few accidents -
but this does not slow the Colombian driver! 

The Party V-7 prospect is located about 140 air miles 
northeast of Bogota along the eastern edge of the moun
tains. Many rivers and creeks create not only operational 
problems but also a challenge for the fisherman. Of course, 
you always hear about the big ones that got away. 
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The local people have been helpful and are glad that 

"The jolly green giant," Observer Bill Richard, drives the jug 
buggy in the Party V-7 camp in Colombia, but it will take him 
practically anywhere and everywhere he wants to go in the area. 

In Colombia these four Party V-7 vibrator operators are servicing 
one of the "Vibroseis" trucks. They are, from the left: Medardo 
Acosta, Louie Byrd, Ray Downing, and Wilton B. (Boots I Dungan. 

we are operating in the area. We have repaired local roads 
for our supply routes and built or repaired airstrips. Our 
'dozed lines opened up approximately 2,000 square kilom
eters ( 1,200 square miles) of the Llanos around the 
Yopal-Agua Azul-San Pablo areas in five months. 

There is the story about the biggest boulder in the river 
hanging up a jeep for three hours (night time, naturally ) 
- clutch goes out - makes a seven-hour trip up the 
mountain - runs out of gas - next gas pump 20 kilom
meters away - raining all the time. Of course, no one 
would believe this. 

The expatriate crew consists of Chief Observer VERNON · 
B. (STRETCH) DAVID, Observer BILL RICHARD, Vibrator 
Operators WILTON B. (BOOTS) DUNGAN and LOUIE BYRD, 
Surveyor RALPH CRIEGER, Mechanic FRED LAMMERT, and 
Party Manager DAVE COWAN; and Computer A. J. PADRON 
is in our Bogota office. We also have seven Colombian staff 
members and 35 Colombian helpers. 

Everyone has heard of the Indian custom of rain dances. 
Since we do not want rain, our administrator, 0. CASTA
NEDA, revived an old custom from his pueblo to ward off 
the rain. The system works by placing three mirrors face 
up on the ground, thus frightening the rain clouds away. 
Do not scoff at our "magic"; it has not rained since he 
started doing this, at least not in our area. And we definitely 
do not want rain. 

The staff personnel works three weeks and then has one 
week off in Bogota, where the families all live. The wives 
speak just a "little" Spanish. They are SusANA DUNGAN, 
Ecuadorian; JOSEFINA DAVID, Colombian; and MARIA 
COWAN, Spanish. The children go to American, Colombian, 
and English-Colombian schools. The single men have all 
pertinent data on the entertainment world of Bogota - as 
well as for every city, town, and pueblo they have passed 
through! Seems as if they are all members of the Golden 
Key Club. 

Bits and pieces of conversation that are heard locally: 
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Someone asks, "Why does Colombia export all of their 
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Left - Vibrator Operator Truman Gilmore pauses beside a jug truck 
near Beeville, Texas, base for Party V-1. Center - Observer Dan 
Shea !leftl is about to enter the Party V-1 recording truck as Vi
brator Mechanic Lawrence Dowdy watches. Right - Party V-1 
Helpers Cruz Arevalo (left) and Alfredo Garza pose by jug truck. 

Above - Helper Luis Garcia, Party 21, is in back of the jug truck 
pulling road cable. These pictures show the flatness of the area. 
Below - Party 21 recording helpers stopped at the side of the road 
are, from left, James Revia, Jesus Cordona, and Kenneth Kaminski. 

PARTY V-1 - BEEVILLE, TEXAS 

VIS ZAGARS, Reporter 
R. L. SULLIVAN and DOUG COOPER, Photographers 

Beeville, Texas, (population 13,811) is the present 
headquarters for Party V-1. Party Manager R. L. (SULLY) 
SULLIVAN sends the crew out in a different direction every 
morning. The speed and efficiency of "Vibroseis"® sur
veying has the crew spread out over several counties. With 
Su LL Y's frequent trips to the field and with his office work, 
he still finds time to show the inner workings of "Vibro
seis" operations to Geophysical Trainees ROBERT ELEK, 
BRUCE PARSONS, and DOUG SCARBROUGH. 

BILL HuLL, permit agent, seeks out the many land
owners and tenants to give the crew safe passage over 
wheat, cotton, and flax fields . Our other permit agent, 
Ross SPORT, works north of Beeville, where the ranches 
are. Ross is a native of Texas and an expert in local lore 
and culinary arts - especially dishes peculiar to this area. 
Members of the crew who have sampled his cooking rave 
about his black-eyed peas, turnip greens, potato salad, and 
special biscuits. 

Party V-1 "history makers," Surveyor DON CAIN, Rod
man LYNN (LUCKY) PLUNK, and Helper JOHN BLACK, 
make it easy for the recording crew by drawing excellent 
sketches and flag-access routes. Some of their work has 
been made difficult by Texas longhorns. Being chased out 
of a field or refiagging a line is no great problem for them 
since lucky LYNN needs to break in his new pair of cowboy 
boots and JOHN is glad to add new items to his rattlesnake 
rattler collection. 

On a typically hot Texas morning Observer DAN SHEA 
passes out sketches of the next line to Helpers KENNETH 
KAMINSKI, JAMES REVIA, and LUIS GARCIA. In the field 
KEN, JAMES, and LUIS lay out the road cable; and Helpers 

WESTERN PROFILE 

CRUZ AREVALO, JESUS CORDONA, and ALFREDO GARZA 
start "planting jugs." 

Vibrator Mechanic LAWRENCE DOWDY and Vibrator 
Operators STANLEY KOPPER and TRUMAN GILMORE get 
the vibrators ready for "free ones" from DAN in the record
ing truck. With all systems "go," DAN calls over the radio 
"Vibrate point one." This means long hours and hard work. 

Such is not always true, however, as the social editors, 
Mesdames DAN SHEA and LAWRENCE DOWDY, report: 

table was set with delicious baked ham, fried chicken, po
tato salad, baked beans, tossed green salad, green beans, 
deviled eggs, and ice tea and coke. Our dessert was a sur
prise birthday cake for LAWRENCE DOWDY. Those present 
at the dinner were DoN and MARIE CAIN, JIM and MARY 
BARBOUR, DAN and DORA SHEA, ALFREDO and RosLINDA 
GARZA, JAMES REVIA, and LAWRENCE and DOROTHY 
DOWDY. The single men attending were STANLEY KOPPER, 
JOHN BLACK, LUIS GARCIA, and CRUZ AREVALO. 

Since arriving in Beeville, Party V-1 has welcomed two 
new families. From Iraan, Texas, came Observer DAN 
SHEA, wife DORA, son RICKEY, and daughters KIM and 
LrsA; and Correlator Operator JIM BARBOUR, wife MARY, 
and son RANDY left Ely, Nevada, to join us. We surely are 
happy to have them. 

JAMES REVIA and wife FRANCES MARIE on April 1 wel
comed their second son, CHARLES Louis. He weighed in 
at 6 pounds 7 ounces. 

Party V-1 got together for a dinner on March 29. The 

A surprise baby shower was given in honor of JEAN 
GILMORE by DORA SHEA and DOROTHY DOWDY. The baby 
is due to arrive in June and will be the third child for 
the TRUMAN GILMORES. 

SUMMER 1969 

Left - Reporter Vis Zagars 
checks some facts about the 
stale and area as he writes 
Party Pickings in the Party 
V-1 office in Beeville, Tex
as. Right - Party Manager 
R. L. Sullivan works on re
ports in the same office. 
Below left - Correlator Op
erator Steve Felder !left I 
and Party Manager Roscoe 
Sullivan confer near Alice, 
Texas, where Party V-1 had 
a short stay before moving 
to Beeville. Below center -
Stepping from the trailer 
at lunch time, Correlator 
Operator Don Diffey, Party 
V-1 , has one thing on his 
mind, food. Below right -
Permit Agent Ross Sport has 
just returned from a week 
of permitting for Party V-1 
around Harlingen, Texas. 
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rattler collection. 
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passes out sketches of the next line to Helpers KENNETH 
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PARTY 61 - GRIMSBY, ENGLAND 

R. F. MOREE, Reporter 

As the new Party 61 was started only a month before 
this writing, we can only introduce ourselves and report 
a bit of our inauguration. It all began March 20 when the 
vessel Ano Lindinger arrived in Rotterdam, Holland, for 
outfitting. Ready in Rotterdam were Port Engineer CRAW
FORD RUSHING, Co-ordinator DON HASSELL, and Assistant 
Party Manager ROBERT MOREE, who happens to be from 
Holland. As soon as the ship was in the dockyard, the 
work of installing the AQUAPULSE system and the in
struments could start. Unfortunately the weather was still 
very cold; so it took quite long to fill the brand new cable 
as the skin was, due to the frost, very hard - but we 
managed. 

On April 4 the ship could leave for Grimsby, England, 
with on board all the personnel who had arrived in Rotter
dam, one by one from just about every place of the world 
one can imagine. They were Assistant Observer K EITH 
REID, who took charge over the cable; Helper JOHN LAW, 
a new man who learned what a cable looks like and knows 
how cold it is when you have to fill it in sub-zero tempera
tures ; ALEX MILNE, our Scottish cook; Helper JUAN (PACO) 
DELGADO, who just cannot sit still, always on the move 
helping everybody; Helpers PAT WALLACE, TERRY COLE
MAN, and CHRIS TAPPENDEN; Junior Production Control 
Specialist W. M . (BILL) RAINS; and Helper GRAHAM 
WYATT, who came from Malta to the North Sea with wild 
plans of getting married in the middle of April. We were 
joined by two new men in Rotterdam. One was a cook, 
HENDRIKUS (HENK) JALVING, who filled out his appli
cation form as follows : Height - 1.75 mtr. Weight - 66 
kg. Colour Eyes - Blue. Color Hair - None. He care
fully hides this fact under a chef's hat ; but when he goes 
ashore, there are always willing ladies to implant a nice 
red kiss on this smooth area. ALEX and H ENK are assisted 
in the galley by our new messboy, JOSE ANDRADE, from 
Portugal. 

When the ship arrived in Grimsby, installation of navi
gational equipment took some days. Gun Operator DAVE 
GOODMAN arrived in Grimsby; and Helper JOHN BYRNE, 
PAT HILLS, and Digital Technician DAVID DORAN came up 
from London to Grimsby to join the ship, too. While we 
were installing our digital system, it seemed as if we had 
just about every digital engineer in the business on board, 
Digital Equipment Supervisor DAVE SHAVE, Chief Instru
mentation Technician RON BASS, and TONY DEACON. They 
even tried to get Chief Instrumentation Technician PETER 
HARDING up here, but he had to go somewhere else. Field 
Supervisor J. R. (JIM) SQUIRES told us all about the new 
vacuum system, and he got Field Supervisor LESLIE E . 
(BEBO) BRATOS up here, too, to help him. Helper FRED 
WOOLEY was the last one to arrive before the ship sailed 
for the still storm-swept waters of the North Sea. Our 
party manager, V. H . (VIC) MUTTEN, came up from 
Malta; and you can bet that he likes the nice and warm 
climate down there a Jot better than the cold, rainy climate 
that seems to come with England. 
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This beautiful blonde is Dutch Fleur de Nagtegaal , travel 
representative for American Express in London, whom Assist
ant Party Manager Robert Moree, also Dutch, met while wait
ing for a plane in London on his way from Holland to Moroc
co. This meeting led to correspondence and other mee.tin gs 
- and Fleur is now the fiancee of this Party 61 Western er. 

This about sums up the crew of our new vessel, which 
is sailing under the Danish fl ag. It is a converted car ferry; 
so the reel and the instrument room are all standing on 
the car deck nice and dry. 

Since the crew has come from all over the world as 
usual , there is not much to tell about each individual be
cause people are still getting to know each other. The 
only thing that the "old boys" from Rotterdam will re
member is this skeleton sitting in the restaurant of our 
hotel and the waiter coming by and asking it, "Have you 
been here long?" Just ask CRAWFORD RUSHING about this 
if he visits you, and he will tell you the whole story. 

Editor's Note: Since the above report arrived in Los 
Angeles, Robert Moree has taken over the reins for V. 
H. Mutten; Party 61 has moved its base to Great Yar
mouth, England; and we have received engagement cards 
and, at our request, information about this engagement 
from the groom-to-be, Robert Moree. Inasmuch as the 
story of how he met his fiancee is rather unusual, we are 
telling it to you. 

It all started December 29, 1968, as Robert puts it, 
when he fiew back from a short period in Holland to L on
don to catch a plane for Morocco, where he was to join 
a crew. As there was a delay in his plane's departure, he 
did what many do in similar circumstances - he went to 
the airport cocktail lounge and sat down at a corner of the 
bar. A while later a "beautiful blonde" came in and sat 
next to him. Being a born gentleman, he offered her a light 
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for her cigarette, and the conversation started. R obert 

I ned that her name was Fleur de Nagtegaal, that she 
ear 1 . f 
was working in London as a trave representative or 
American Express, that they were both Dutch, and that 
they had mutual friends. With the last "that" established, 
they exchanged addresses and promised to see each other 

again. 
The correspondence fiourished while R obert was in 

Morocco and Malta. Finally (to them ) he returned to Lon
don on March 18 and took Fleur out for a meal. After that 
he went to Rotterdam to help outfit the Party 61 vessel, 
and Fleur went there to see her parents. During her two
week stay there they made up their minds to "get engaged." 
The day of this decision was April 4 . And that is the story 
of how a delayed fiight resulted in the engagement of a 
Dutch assistant party manager working in many countries 
for Western Geophysical and a Dutch travel representative 
employed in London by American Express met and be
came engaged. We do not know the wedding date , but we 
extend our best wishes to Robert and Fleur. 

PARTY F-81 -VIGEVANOr ITALY ... 

GIOVANNI GIULIANI, Reporter 
DONATO SILVERll, Photographer 

Party F-81 has been headquartered in Vigevano, Italy, 
since August 1968. This small town of 65,000 persons is 
30 kilometers ( 18 Y2 miles) northeast of Genoa, and some 
100 kilometers ( 62 miles) southwest of Turin. 

In about an hour by car or train we can reach the famous 
"branch" - pardon - the famous lake described by Ales
sandro Manzoni in his "Promessi Sposi. " This is to say 
that we can reach Lake Como, as well as some of the other 
lakes in northern Italy, such as Lago d'Iseo and Lago Mag
giore. For those who cannot be satisfied by all of the nat
ural beauties that this part of Italy has to offer, it is always 
possible to visit nearby Switzerland. 

This Party F-81 recording truck is in a poppers wood near Vige
vano, Italy. The wood looks like a corn field - one can see a row 
of trees, as of corn, in whatever direction he happens to glance . 

Now let us speak of Vigevano and first of all of its most 
beautiful old monument, the Town Hall Square. This 
Square was built in 1492-94 when Ludovico il Moro was 
Duke of Milano. Construction was directed by "II Bra
mante," who had been inspired for this work by a project 
of Leonardo da Vinci. (Leonardo is said to have decorated 
part of the Square himself. ) The structure is unique for 
having many, many brick chimneys, no two of which are 
exactly alike in design . In 1680 Archbishop Giovanni Car
amuel Lobkowitz ordered the colonnade of the arcades in 
the Square to be modified. At that time the facade of the 
Cathedral was made. 

In the past centuries Vigevano was a commercial , poli
tical, and religious center. Nowadays Vigevano is world 
renowned for its shoe manufacturing and its great rice 
production. Practically all of the flat country surrounding 
Vigevano is covered with rice fields . 

Vigevano, Italy, where Par
ty F-81 is headquartered, 
is famous for its most beau
tiful monument, the Town 
Hall Square, built in 1492 
lo 1494. The Cathedral was 
erected later. The Square is 
unique In that no two of its 
many, many brick chimneys 
are exactly alike in design . 
A few can be seen at the 
right of the Cathedral. 
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with on board all the personnel who had arrived in Rotter
dam, one by one from just about every place of the world 
one can imagine. They were Assistant Observer K EITH 
REID, who took charge over the cable; Helper JOHN LAW, 
a new man who learned what a cable looks like and knows 
how cold it is when you have to fill it in sub-zero tempera
tures ; ALEX MILNE, our Scottish cook; Helper JUAN (PACO) 
DELGADO, who just cannot sit still, always on the move 
helping everybody; Helpers PAT WALLACE, TERRY COLE
MAN, and CHRIS TAPPENDEN; Junior Production Control 
Specialist W. M . (BILL) RAINS; and Helper GRAHAM 
WYATT, who came from Malta to the North Sea with wild 
plans of getting married in the middle of April. We were 
joined by two new men in Rotterdam. One was a cook, 
HENDRIKUS (HENK) JALVING, who filled out his appli
cation form as follows : Height - 1.75 mtr. Weight - 66 
kg. Colour Eyes - Blue. Color Hair - None. He care
fully hides this fact under a chef's hat ; but when he goes 
ashore, there are always willing ladies to implant a nice 
red kiss on this smooth area. ALEX and H ENK are assisted 
in the galley by our new messboy, JOSE ANDRADE, from 
Portugal. 

When the ship arrived in Grimsby, installation of navi
gational equipment took some days. Gun Operator DAVE 
GOODMAN arrived in Grimsby; and Helper JOHN BYRNE, 
PAT HILLS, and Digital Technician DAVID DORAN came up 
from London to Grimsby to join the ship, too. While we 
were installing our digital system, it seemed as if we had 
just about every digital engineer in the business on board, 
Digital Equipment Supervisor DAVE SHAVE, Chief Instru
mentation Technician RON BASS, and TONY DEACON. They 
even tried to get Chief Instrumentation Technician PETER 
HARDING up here, but he had to go somewhere else. Field 
Supervisor J. R. (JIM) SQUIRES told us all about the new 
vacuum system, and he got Field Supervisor LESLIE E . 
(BEBO) BRATOS up here, too, to help him. Helper FRED 
WOOLEY was the last one to arrive before the ship sailed 
for the still storm-swept waters of the North Sea. Our 
party manager, V. H . (VIC) MUTTEN, came up from 
Malta; and you can bet that he likes the nice and warm 
climate down there a Jot better than the cold, rainy climate 
that seems to come with England. 
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This beautiful blonde is Dutch Fleur de Nagtegaal , travel 
representative for American Express in London, whom Assist
ant Party Manager Robert Moree, also Dutch, met while wait
ing for a plane in London on his way from Holland to Moroc
co. This meeting led to correspondence and other mee.tin gs 
- and Fleur is now the fiancee of this Party 61 Western er. 

This about sums up the crew of our new vessel, which 
is sailing under the Danish fl ag. It is a converted car ferry; 
so the reel and the instrument room are all standing on 
the car deck nice and dry. 

Since the crew has come from all over the world as 
usual , there is not much to tell about each individual be
cause people are still getting to know each other. The 
only thing that the "old boys" from Rotterdam will re
member is this skeleton sitting in the restaurant of our 
hotel and the waiter coming by and asking it, "Have you 
been here long?" Just ask CRAWFORD RUSHING about this 
if he visits you, and he will tell you the whole story. 

Editor's Note: Since the above report arrived in Los 
Angeles, Robert Moree has taken over the reins for V. 
H. Mutten; Party 61 has moved its base to Great Yar
mouth, England; and we have received engagement cards 
and, at our request, information about this engagement 
from the groom-to-be, Robert Moree. Inasmuch as the 
story of how he met his fiancee is rather unusual, we are 
telling it to you. 

It all started December 29, 1968, as Robert puts it, 
when he fiew back from a short period in Holland to L on
don to catch a plane for Morocco, where he was to join 
a crew. As there was a delay in his plane's departure, he 
did what many do in similar circumstances - he went to 
the airport cocktail lounge and sat down at a corner of the 
bar. A while later a "beautiful blonde" came in and sat 
next to him. Being a born gentleman, he offered her a light 
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for her cigarette, and the conversation started. R obert 

I ned that her name was Fleur de Nagtegaal, that she 
ear 1 . f 
was working in London as a trave representative or 
American Express, that they were both Dutch, and that 
they had mutual friends. With the last "that" established, 
they exchanged addresses and promised to see each other 

again. 
The correspondence fiourished while R obert was in 

Morocco and Malta. Finally (to them ) he returned to Lon
don on March 18 and took Fleur out for a meal. After that 
he went to Rotterdam to help outfit the Party 61 vessel, 
and Fleur went there to see her parents. During her two
week stay there they made up their minds to "get engaged." 
The day of this decision was April 4 . And that is the story 
of how a delayed fiight resulted in the engagement of a 
Dutch assistant party manager working in many countries 
for Western Geophysical and a Dutch travel representative 
employed in London by American Express met and be
came engaged. We do not know the wedding date , but we 
extend our best wishes to Robert and Fleur. 

PARTY F-81 -VIGEVANOr ITALY ... 

GIOVANNI GIULIANI, Reporter 
DONATO SILVERll, Photographer 

Party F-81 has been headquartered in Vigevano, Italy, 
since August 1968. This small town of 65,000 persons is 
30 kilometers ( 18 Y2 miles) northeast of Genoa, and some 
100 kilometers ( 62 miles) southwest of Turin. 

In about an hour by car or train we can reach the famous 
"branch" - pardon - the famous lake described by Ales
sandro Manzoni in his "Promessi Sposi. " This is to say 
that we can reach Lake Como, as well as some of the other 
lakes in northern Italy, such as Lago d'Iseo and Lago Mag
giore. For those who cannot be satisfied by all of the nat
ural beauties that this part of Italy has to offer, it is always 
possible to visit nearby Switzerland. 

This Party F-81 recording truck is in a poppers wood near Vige
vano, Italy. The wood looks like a corn field - one can see a row 
of trees, as of corn, in whatever direction he happens to glance . 

Now let us speak of Vigevano and first of all of its most 
beautiful old monument, the Town Hall Square. This 
Square was built in 1492-94 when Ludovico il Moro was 
Duke of Milano. Construction was directed by "II Bra
mante," who had been inspired for this work by a project 
of Leonardo da Vinci. (Leonardo is said to have decorated 
part of the Square himself. ) The structure is unique for 
having many, many brick chimneys, no two of which are 
exactly alike in design . In 1680 Archbishop Giovanni Car
amuel Lobkowitz ordered the colonnade of the arcades in 
the Square to be modified. At that time the facade of the 
Cathedral was made. 

In the past centuries Vigevano was a commercial , poli
tical, and religious center. Nowadays Vigevano is world 
renowned for its shoe manufacturing and its great rice 
production. Practically all of the flat country surrounding 
Vigevano is covered with rice fields . 

Vigevano, Italy, where Par
ty F-81 is headquartered, 
is famous for its most beau
tiful monument, the Town 
Hall Square, built in 1492 
lo 1494. The Cathedral was 
erected later. The Square is 
unique In that no two of its 
many, many brick chimneys 
are exactly alike in design . 
A few can be seen at the 
right of the Cathedral. 
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Belem, Brazil, out of which Party 82 and other Western crews have 
worked, has grown from this very old fishing-based nucleus. 

PARTY 82 - BELEM, BRAZIL . . . 

PATRICK J. FRASER-JAMIESON, Reporter 
RHYS EVANS and JOHN REYNOLDS, Photographers 

After completing its labors around the African continent 
last November, the Western Geophysical Ill was sum
moned to the humid shores of equatorial Brazil. The ma
jority of the Party 82 men, having experienced the doubtful 
pleasures of a wintry London, joined the ship in Belem, 
Brazil, after an arduous 36 hours on the move. This, as 
luck would have it, included an equally arduous night in 
- I shudder to say it - "Gay Paree" and another in Rio. 

The arrival in Belem at 4 A.M. was far from illuminating, 
only serving to amplify the uneasy feeling of those who, 
on the flight from Rio, had poured milk and sugar into 
what was thought to be coffee but turned out to be beef tea. 

At first glance, Belem seemed hardly the place to fire 

Right - The old fishing-based nucleus of Belem is overshadowed 
by recent additions of concrete and steel such as these high, mod
ern buildings on wide thoroughfares . Below - In the older part of 
Belem the streets are narrow and the buildings low, with neither 
so well kept, as Westerners find true in most cities of the world. 

the imagination, and an initial trip along the docks to meet 
the ship convinced one that a sharp sense of smell is not 
always a good thing to have. The Western III appeared 
dwarfed by the size of the nearby cranes and the high 
dock wall; but after its trip from Africa, it looked in good 
shape as it bobbed alongside the redoubtable Cynthia 
Walker. Captain RICHARD HALL, Captain J .G. JONES (act
ing as navigator) , Seaman RHYS EVANS, Marine Mechanic 
MARTIN SAUERWEIN, and the "chief cook and bottle wash
er," Cook EDDIE REILLY, even looked refreshed after their 
trip. This may have had something to do, however, with 
the good humor of the Cynthia Walker's crew, headed by 
Captain (Master Hot Sauce Eater) RICHARD LELEAUX, 
who is ably assisted by a fellow Biloxian, Seaman JOHN 
KIERNAN, and Engineer JOE DUNN. 

The town of Belem itself has grown in a rather unin
spired way, outwards from a fishing-based nucleus, the 
latter now overshadowed by the recent additions of con
crete and steel. Out of the center, Belem's own particular 
brand of low-cost housing development, oft visited by 
Western crew members, reaches out along the vast tribu
tary of the Amazon system, which, from whatever angle 
one looks, is visible as the town's ever watchful sentinel. 

In fairness to the efforts of the people of Belem to im
prove their environment, we must say that the climate is 
certainly not on their side. When it rains in equatorial 
South America, it really rains. Floods in the center of town, 
though not a regular occurrence, can appear in a matter 
of seconds, much to the chagrin of this reporter, whose 
oft jet-propelled and much dented V. W. Kombi has yet 

Above - After its trip from Africa to Brazil, the Western Geophys
ical Ill bobs along beside the redoubtable Cynthia Walker. Right 
- Sharks in Brazilian waters cause so great a cable problem that 
a large proportion of sections require repair on every trip into port. 
Here Assistant Observer Terry Sadler is showing great finesse 
in getting air bubbles out of a new Party 82 section at dockside. 

to learn to swim. Added to the rain is the intense heat of 
the day, which in conjunction with the incredible damp?ess 
turns most new buildings into very bedraggled ones m a 
very short space of time indeed. . 

Probably the only service that pays no attention to the 
climate - and incidentally to anything else that might 
stand in its way - is the bus service. The average bus 
driver is probably a shade more homicidal than his "Be~
tle"-borne counterpart and tends to find great sport m 
racing his fellow drivers along the town'~ mo~t co~pre
hensive route system. The sight of busses m theu rambow 
colors four abreast across a main street, is magnificent 
indeed as perhaps an old Ford and an even older Chevro
let battle to eliminate two newer and far more lethal Mer
cedes coaches. It is magnificent, that is, unless one happens 
to be coming the other way in the Company Kombi, espe
cially with two famed back-seat dri~ers , Actin~ Field Su
pervisor HILTON MACRAE and Semor Co-ordmat?r PHIL 
MURRAY. Their confidence in their driver does not improve 
with time. The busses also carry passengers, as a very 
shaken party manager, MIKE CONNER, and a pale-looking 
engineer, THEO McCooL, once found out; but one suspects 
that these passengers are merely ii:icidental. . 

The climate or more correctly the weather, at the height 
of the rainy s~ason seriously affected the carrying out of 
the work in the mouth of the Amazon River, an area re
nowned amongst those with knowledge of communications 
electronics as one of the most troublesome in the world . 
At one stage signals were an extreme problem, and even 
radio communications suffered severely. From the Western 
Geophysical office installed atop the Cosmo.rama B~ilding 
in Belem one could see the clouds gathermg late m the 
morning. 'Then as time slowly progressed and loca.l surfa.ce 
heating began to reach a maximum~ the .dark~mng s~1es 
would merge into a low blanket of mist, with ram creepmg 

SUMMER 1969 

in from the estuary almost at the same time as the various 
radio links would break 1down. 

Out at sea conditions were almost always rough, but 
this proved to be less of a problem than the activities of 
the marine life in the area. Despite all reasonable efforts to 
guard beloved "Mabel," it rapidly became clear that th.e 
local shark population found her cable an absolute deli
cacy. So great was the cable problem that every trip into 
port would reveal a large proportion ?f sections u~usea~le. 
Finally it was found necessary to bnng Westerns marme 
cable specialist, LOUIE BRENTS, down from the States to 

Party 82 men have noted in Belem, Brazil, that bus drivers fin~ 
great sport in racing each other along any part of the town s 
route system. Here the drivers of the t~o Merc~des coaches are 
about to do battle along one of Belem's more prcturesque streets. 
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supervise the construction of a cable repair shop, which 
has now very successfully passed into the hands of a for
mer Western Ill gun operator, GARY SKINNER. 

If the frustrations of the work at sea were hard to bear, 
however, at least Belem provided ample opportunities for 
one to replenish one's reserves of energy with all manner 
of local brews, some distilled with only the brave in mind. 
As is usual with Westerners on shore break, one bar in 
particular, Florida by name if not by nature, found special 
favor with the crew. It served enough draught beer to sat
isfy even such knowledgeable experts on the subject as 
Helper ALF TURNER, Gun Operator BOB CHILDS, Assistant 
Observer TERRY SADLER, Helper ANDREW BLAKE, and 
Digital Operator DoN HURSEY. Meanwhile, our new Ger
man hire, Helper HELMUT KASTNER, one-time expert dish
washer in Lima, Peru, would demonstrate his own special 
brand of humor, proving that everything he does involves 
a vast expenditure of energy. 

The Florida Bar, of course, was not the only center 
of entertainment, as those who have experienced the hos
pitality of RICHARD LELEAUX's household will know. Here 
was probably one of the best places in town to sample the 
gastronomic delights of Southern fried chicken, red beans, 
rice, and hot sauce, cooked by a combination of RICHARD'S 
enthusiasm and wife MAGGIE'S patience. 

At the time of writing the Western Shoal has come up 
from fairer seas down south to see what Belem is all about. 
With that in mind and with the imminent dry docking of 
the Western I II, it is appropriate to add that the ranks of 
Party 79 have recently been swollen, if I might be so rude 
as to say it that way, by Helper MALCOLM (RAUNCHY) 
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Above - More cable filling is being done by Party 82 men in Bra· 
zil, Digital Operator Marlin Ball llefll and He lper Roberto Pic
chiani. Right - Still at that cable, thanks to the sharks. This time 
Gun Operator Bob Childs (left) has a go at ii as an unidentified 
"acrobat" (feet left of Bob! decides that he can do it hanging 
by his knees . Party Manager Mike Conner watches the "antics." 

LACAZE, following in the wake of JOHN (SQUEAKER) REY
NOLDS, a newly promoted cook; and Gun Operator KEN 
LEWINGTON. Those who have also left the tender arms of 
Party 82 also include Digital Operator MARTIN BALL, 
whom we congratulate on the occasion of his recent mar
riage and who has gone to work at the London digital cen
ter; and TERRY SADLER, the chicken expert from Terang, 
who has gone to Malta as an assistant co-ordinator. Wel
comed from the Shoal is Shooter and "Physician" DoN 
SUTCLIFFE, who is supervising, amongst other things, the 
powder shooting on the Cynthia Walker. 

In the near future, with the Western Ill going on to 
dry dock, we expect more transfers on to the Shoal while 
one man who is getting away from it all is Helper ROBERTO 
P1ccHIANI, who is shortly to go back to Italy on vacation. 

(As this is edited, Party 82 's Western Geophysical III 
has left dry dock and is en route to Senegal. - Ed.) 

LONDON DIGIT AL CENTER -
LONDON, ENGLAND 

VIVIENNE GEARY, Reporter 

Since the London digital center last reported in the 
WESTERN PROFILE, we have welcomed back from the Mi
lan digital center the staff we "lost" in April 1968. Those 
who have returned from Italy are Analyst MAX BRAND
wooo, Computer Operator BARRY WESTWOOD, Playback 
Operator RICHARD ROWLAND, and VALERIE MooRE and 
BRENDA w ARD, both from set-up. 

Wedding bells rang this year for three Westerners: Op
erations Manager w A YNE MOSEMAN to ELIZ ABE TH (LISA) 
WINDER on January 4; DOROTHY SLIPP, of set-up, to 
PETER RICHARDSON on February 28; and GILLIAN CHE-
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Wayne Moseman , operations manager of the London digital center, 
and his bride, the former Elizabeth I Lisa) Winder, are leaving 
for their reception following their wedding ceremony in the north 
of England. Then it is on to Cyprus Island for their honeymoon. 

NERY, also of set-up, to JOHN HARRIS on April 5. Congrat
ulations are extended to VALERIE MooRE on her engage
ment to DEREK ATKINS and to Draughtsman CLIVE BrsHoP 
on his to SUSAN BA TES. 

The stork has been very busy in the last few weeks. We 
proudly announce the arrival of a son, JASON DIRK, to 
Playback Shift Leader JOHAN (SKI) and ANN VELLINGA. 
ANN formerly worked with us in set-up, and JOHAN has 
been awarded his 5-Year Service Pin by the London digital 
center manager, DAVID JOHNSTON. The stork also visited 
the homes of Analyst DENNIS WoooBURY, bringing a son 
on April 16, and of Chief Instrument Technician PETER 
HARDING, also a son, TOLAN. Congratulations to all of 
the parents. · 

We welcome ANNETTE LITTLE from Calgary, Canada, 
to programming and were sorry to lose BILL Ross to Party 
77 on March 19. Analyst BRIAN Woon and Playback Op
erators JUAN (PACO) DELGADO, JOHN NORRIS, NOEL 
WHIP, TONY WHIP, and ALAN EBORN in shipping "de
serted" this office for the ships. 

One of our bowling teams, the "Fearsome Foursome," 
consisting of K. J. (Gus) FIONGOS, WAYNE MOSEMAN, 
BILL SCROGGINS, and JIM SCOTT, are well ahead in first 
place in the Industrial League at the Hounslow Bowling 
Alley. 
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ROSEMARY TAYLOR had an exc1tmg trip to Liberia in 
March as a guest of Swissair on the inaugural flight to 
Monrovia. ROSEMARY is secretary to L. J. DUNN, manager 
of operations, Europe. 

An Indian film company used our computer room in 
January to shoot a sequence for "International Spy Centre" 
in a Hindi film called "Bhaag Re Bhaag" ("Keep Run
ning" ). MR. HARVINDERA (librarian) has the main role in 
this film , which will be shown in most countries through
out the world. 

BRENDA DENNISTON, daughter of Supervisor for Europe 
and Africa J. P. (JIM) DENNISTON, spent her vacation 
from Schiller College, Stuttgart, Germany, in "merry old 
England." JIMMY, JR., with friend JEFF SINCLAIR, son of 
Geophysical Analyst ToM SINCLAIR, took a two-week 
school bus trip to the Continent, going to Italy, Switzer
land, Germany, Belgium, and Austria. 

PARTY 74-MASSAWA, ETHIOPIA 

ROY PECK, Reporter 
NEIL WESTON and JAMES HARVEY, Photographers 

Editor's Note: This report arrived in Los Angeles too 
late to include in the Spring WESTERN PROFILE ; but be
cause it contains news of Westerners at the time it was 
written, we are including it here. 

When Party 74 last had news in the PROFILE, we were 
in Jeddah, Saudi Arabia. Since then we have completed 
another contract in that area, and grounding on the way 
back to Jeddah resulted in a longer stay in Saudi Arabia 
than originally anticipated. After the attempt to repair the 

Party Chief M. I. !Mell Weidner (left) and Marine Supervisor 
Crawford Rushing , standing on the dock al Massawa, Ethiopia, be
side a Party 74 ship, have made a decision - it is time for lunch! 
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Above - More cable filling is being done by Party 82 men in Bra· 
zil, Digital Operator Marlin Ball llefll and He lper Roberto Pic
chiani. Right - Still at that cable, thanks to the sharks. This time 
Gun Operator Bob Childs (left) has a go at ii as an unidentified 
"acrobat" (feet left of Bob! decides that he can do it hanging 
by his knees . Party Manager Mike Conner watches the "antics." 
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NOLDS, a newly promoted cook; and Gun Operator KEN 
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(As this is edited, Party 82 's Western Geophysical III 
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LONDON DIGIT AL CENTER -
LONDON, ENGLAND 

VIVIENNE GEARY, Reporter 

Since the London digital center last reported in the 
WESTERN PROFILE, we have welcomed back from the Mi
lan digital center the staff we "lost" in April 1968. Those 
who have returned from Italy are Analyst MAX BRAND
wooo, Computer Operator BARRY WESTWOOD, Playback 
Operator RICHARD ROWLAND, and VALERIE MooRE and 
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Wayne Moseman , operations manager of the London digital center, 
and his bride, the former Elizabeth I Lisa) Winder, are leaving 
for their reception following their wedding ceremony in the north 
of England. Then it is on to Cyprus Island for their honeymoon. 

NERY, also of set-up, to JOHN HARRIS on April 5. Congrat
ulations are extended to VALERIE MooRE on her engage
ment to DEREK ATKINS and to Draughtsman CLIVE BrsHoP 
on his to SUSAN BA TES. 

The stork has been very busy in the last few weeks. We 
proudly announce the arrival of a son, JASON DIRK, to 
Playback Shift Leader JOHAN (SKI) and ANN VELLINGA. 
ANN formerly worked with us in set-up, and JOHAN has 
been awarded his 5-Year Service Pin by the London digital 
center manager, DAVID JOHNSTON. The stork also visited 
the homes of Analyst DENNIS WoooBURY, bringing a son 
on April 16, and of Chief Instrument Technician PETER 
HARDING, also a son, TOLAN. Congratulations to all of 
the parents. · 

We welcome ANNETTE LITTLE from Calgary, Canada, 
to programming and were sorry to lose BILL Ross to Party 
77 on March 19. Analyst BRIAN Woon and Playback Op
erators JUAN (PACO) DELGADO, JOHN NORRIS, NOEL 
WHIP, TONY WHIP, and ALAN EBORN in shipping "de
serted" this office for the ships. 

One of our bowling teams, the "Fearsome Foursome," 
consisting of K. J. (Gus) FIONGOS, WAYNE MOSEMAN, 
BILL SCROGGINS, and JIM SCOTT, are well ahead in first 
place in the Industrial League at the Hounslow Bowling 
Alley. 
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ROSEMARY TAYLOR had an exc1tmg trip to Liberia in 
March as a guest of Swissair on the inaugural flight to 
Monrovia. ROSEMARY is secretary to L. J. DUNN, manager 
of operations, Europe. 

An Indian film company used our computer room in 
January to shoot a sequence for "International Spy Centre" 
in a Hindi film called "Bhaag Re Bhaag" ("Keep Run
ning" ). MR. HARVINDERA (librarian) has the main role in 
this film , which will be shown in most countries through
out the world. 

BRENDA DENNISTON, daughter of Supervisor for Europe 
and Africa J. P. (JIM) DENNISTON, spent her vacation 
from Schiller College, Stuttgart, Germany, in "merry old 
England." JIMMY, JR., with friend JEFF SINCLAIR, son of 
Geophysical Analyst ToM SINCLAIR, took a two-week 
school bus trip to the Continent, going to Italy, Switzer
land, Germany, Belgium, and Austria. 

PARTY 74-MASSAWA, ETHIOPIA 

ROY PECK, Reporter 
NEIL WESTON and JAMES HARVEY, Photographers 

Editor's Note: This report arrived in Los Angeles too 
late to include in the Spring WESTERN PROFILE ; but be
cause it contains news of Westerners at the time it was 
written, we are including it here. 

When Party 74 last had news in the PROFILE, we were 
in Jeddah, Saudi Arabia. Since then we have completed 
another contract in that area, and grounding on the way 
back to Jeddah resulted in a longer stay in Saudi Arabia 
than originally anticipated. After the attempt to repair the 

Party Chief M. I. !Mell Weidner (left) and Marine Supervisor 
Crawford Rushing , standing on the dock al Massawa, Ethiopia, be
side a Party 74 ship, have made a decision - it is time for lunch! 



damages to the Jackson Creek proved fruitless in Jeddah, 
Marine Supervisor CRAWFORD RUSHING joined us. The 
Red Creek towed the Jackson Creek to the slipways of 
Massawa, Ethiopia, where we are presently located. 

Under the continuing guidance of Party Chief M. I. 
(MEL) WEIDNER, we commenced the work for our new 
client after the crew break in October. For this job Co
ordinator RoY CUMBY and Observer JIM WILSON arrived 
to reinforce the seismic crew on the Jackson Creek. While 
they were well received, this reporter noticed the most 
enthusiasm on the arrival of that "Chef Extraordinaire," 
SYD RACKHAM, whose pumpkin pies particularly have 
earned ardent praise. Not to be outdone, the Red Creek 
received Cook JEAN LAHEY to see to the culinary require
ments of its men. 

While Porty 74 was tied up at Mos
sowo, Ethiopia, these men were en
ticed by Neil Wes ton lo gather for a 
picture . They o re, from left: Assista nt 
Observer Jim Harvey, Gun Ope ra tor 
Hori Bruch (wilh cup) , Capta in Cecil 
Mathieu, Morine Supervisor Crowford 
Rushing, Porty Chief Mel Weidner, En
gineer-Mechanic Fronk Bracken (bock 
of Mell, and Engineer Ch ris Taranto. 

H elper PEDRO PEREZ left us for surgical treatment in 
London, and all of us on Party 74 hope that you are in 
great shape again, P EDRO. Recalled to Canada, JIM WILSON 
will find its weather a bit different from that of Saudi 
Arabia; but Assistant Co-ordinator RUSSELL STANLAND, 
reassigned to Greece, will not experience such a change. 

Visiting us again out of London has been Chief Instru
mentation Technician RoN BASS. On his return to Lon
don he met this reporter, who was on his way back to 
Saudi Arabia after a two-week vacation in England. Su
pervisor J . P. (JIM) DENNISTON also has visited Party 74 
on more than one occasion. 

Assistant Co-ordinator HORACE (HORRY) MAWDESLEY 
left us in J eddah to return to Australia to be married, and 
in Massawa we were joined by Senior Co-ordinator W. L. 

Left - Assistant Shooter Vic Shammas llaftl and Assistant Observer Jim 
Harvey have selected a Party 74 AQUAPULSE gun as the background for 
their picture. Canter - Helper Nail Weston lat his fallow photographer, 
Jim Harvey, "shoot" him on a dock. Right - Cook Jean Lahey is begin
ning preparations of a meal for the Party 74 man aboard the Red Creak. 

Immediate right - Between wheel 
watches the Red Creek's Engineer Jim 
Bowling, with Party 74 In Ethiopia, 
pauses for a cigarette. Far right -
Assistant Shooter Victor Shammas I left) 
and Gun Operator Howard Peters In
terrupt gun Inspection for cameraman. 

(BILL) DONOVAN and his new bride, ROSANNA. Congratu
lations and good fortune to them all. 

At the time of this writing, the rest of the seismic crew 
from Saudi Arabia is on a longer-than-expected break. 
They are Digital Operator GLYN W. J. (DusTY) MILLER, 
Gun Operator How ARD PETERS, Assistant Shooters VIC
TOR SHAMMAS and ERWIN SANCHEZ-FLORES, and Helpers 
ROGER SHARPLEY and KEN FEE. The Jackson Creek is run 
by Captain JACK LOWMAN, Engineer-Mechanic FRANK 
BRACKEN, and Engineer RrcHARD OLIER while the Red 
Creek is now crewed by Captain CECrL MATHrEU and En
gineers JIM BOWLING and CHRIS TARANTO. JIM has been 
and come back from vacation. 

Assistant Party Manager JAN ZAAL is now ashore after 
his familiarization trip on the ships and, with Party Chief 
WEIDNER and Assistant Party Manager RoY PECK, com
prises the shore end of. operations. While in Saudi Arabia 
JAN had several t.rips to the modulation station at Al Lith. 
Approximately 120 miles separate this hamlet from Jeddah, 
but the trip by Land Rover takes seven hours. He assures 
us that what can be seen of the countryside through the 
cloud of dust thrown up by the vehicle is not inspiring. 

Waiting for the ships' arrival in Massawa were Digital 
Operator TOM JuosPAITIS, Helper NEIL WESTON, Assis
tant Observer JIM HARVEY, and Gun Operator HARi 
BRUCH. In case any of the ship crew did not know it, these 
men were ready to give guided tours of the town, including 
such local "high spots" as the Kennedy bar, the Trocadero, 
and the T.T.U. -

Massawa, a principal seaport in the Red Sea, is situated 
in the Ethiopian territory of Eritrea, which was once under 
Italian control. This is evidenced by the amount of Italian 
one hears spoken and by the sidewalk cafes, which are 
reminiscent of many towns in Italy. 

Many of the methods used here in Massawa are some
what primitive. Would you believe that the Jackson Creek 
was hauled out by hand? First a wooden cradle, on 
skids, is made and floated out on oil drums under the ship. 
Then steel cables are led to a winch, which has reduction 
gears that defy description. A man stands at the winch and 
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winds it in. When the entire thing is up on dry land, 
blocks are put under the ship; and then the cradle and 
skids are removed. The system is reversed when the ship 
is put back in the water. The way the pyramids were built 
is no surprise to us after seeing this. 

Perhaps our next news will come from another country. 

(Since the above was written, Party 74 has worked in 
another country but at time of editing is back working 
offshore Ethiopia, with its office in Asmara.-Ed.) 

Gun Operator Hori Bruch (left) and Digital Operator Tom 
Juospoitis, Porty 74, ore overhauling AQUAPULSE booms. 
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Top - In the aftermath of high winds on Christmas day in the Porty 
97 comp on the North Slope, Helper Gordon Poscu Is shoveling snow 
from under the snowmobile covered by a huge drift. Above - Lood
ing powder onto o boom truck are these Porty 97 men !clockwise 
from 6 o'clock I : Helpers Butch Curtis, Sam Som, Billy Aholik, 
and LH Schroeder and Field Clerk Jim Betty. Below left - Helper 
Alfred Shugluk lleftl and Assistant Observer Ron Mason pause be
side o Porty 97 lug truck to show what the well-dressed men on 
the North Slope wear. Be.low right - Porty 97 Porty Manager Ken 
Dobson Is on his way from the trailers to check some equipment. 

PARTY 97- NORTH SLOPE, ALASKA ... 

JAMES BETTY, Reporter 
DUANE JOHNSON, Photographer 

Oil exploration on the North Slope of Alaska continues 
to boom. Party 97 became a part of this picture through 
the constant attention of Party Manager KEN DOBSON. 
KEN Driller-Mechanic OTTO SELKE, and Driller MARK 
SAN~ERUD began organizing Party 97's physical plant last 
November 8. The "cat skinners" and Observer DAVE JOR
GENSEN arrived on the scene November 21. 

The scene for the assembly of Party 97 was one of the 
northernmost airstrips in Alaska. All of our equipment 
was ferried by C-130 Hercules, and by November 26 the 
"camp" was assembled. Parts and food were packed into 
every available nook, readying for the long cross-country 
trek to the beginning of our program. 

Many, many miles of travel in tracked unit~ over the 
barren arctic tundra Jay ahead of our crew. Assistant Ob
server RoN MASON, Shooter DUANE JOHNSON, Surveyor 
RoY KEEN, and Driller LEE McRAE, joined the group for 
this move. With only three hours of twilight at that time 
of the year, navigation proved to be a real headache. Citi
zens-band radios in the vehicles kept chaos to a minimum. 

With some encouragement from the northern lights, we 
set out for our destination. Also, the local Eskimos hired 
for the jug crew, BILLY AHALIK, ALFRED SHUGLUK, and 
RAY ANHAPAKANA, helped our party arrive at the begin
ning of the program around the first part of December. (At 
one point during the winter, on our crew of 32 men, there 
were 24 Alaskans, of whom 16 were Eskimos and 2 were 
Indians.) The miles we had covered on this arctic tundra 
had taken its toll on our crew. Constant darkness and the 
rough-riding tracked units left the men depressed at the 
end of long days. Exhaustion became the true indicator of 
days passing by. 

Our base camps were located on frozen lakes (ice was as 
much as 8 feet thick by February) to facilitate· landing 
strips and provide easier access to water. Most of our water 
came from melted ice and/ or snow as a majority of the 
lakes were frozen to the bottom. 

Party 97's first production commenced in mid-Decem
ber, only to shut down for Christmas and extreme weather 
in the arctic at this time of year. A skeleton crew of Mech
anic BILL COLLIER, Helper GORDON PASCU, and Shooter 
DUANE JOHNSON kept track of camp while everybody else 
left for the holidays. 

Christmas day arrived with winds of 7 5 miles per hour 
and gusts up to 100 miles per hour. Everything was cov
ered and/or filled by the drifting snow. Vehicle cabs are 
not known to be airtight; but then, to fill up completely 
with snow (doors and windows tightly closed) proves how 
extreme conditions can be in the arctic. 

Toward the last of January the crew returned to · the 
field to get the equipment ready for production as soon as 
the weather broke. Our supplyman, KEN THAMES, joined 
the crew on February 15. KEN was often called "Santa" 
because of his good nature and long, graying beard. The 
last of February saw Party 97 bolstered by the arrival of 
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Field Clerk JAMES BETTY, Driller LEROY COOPER, Drill 
Helpers SAM SAM and ARCHIE AHKIVIANA, and our faith
ful cook, NORMAN NYLAND. With Roy KEEN leaving Party 
97, DON DART joined us as surveyor. FLOYD ZABEL is also 
one of our surveyors. Driller RAMON CASAUS came to 
Party 97 early in March. 

Production was again under way by the middle of 
March, only to be intermittently shut down on weather 
days. Ironically enough, the first day of spring (March 20) 
brought seven successive days of extreme weather into our 
area. Temperatures ranged from -18° to -62°, with 
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Left - This is high noon on the North Slope last November 25! To 
Westerners in the "lower 48" it probably looks like sunriS& or 
sunset. Above - The extra-large sled will be used to transport 
supplies being unloaded from the cargo plane to the Party 97 camp. 

winds upwards of 50 miles per hour. We registered a chill 
factor of -109 on March 26 with --47 ° temperature and 
35-mile-per-hour winds. Yes, there are nice days on the 
North Slope of Alaska, too. One can best understand the 
cold in the arctic by appreciating zero temperature as the 
relative index for a doodlebugger in this country. Any 
temperature above zero is "warm" in the arctic. 

The crew continues to shoot up a storm as this article 
is sent to the PROFILE. Driller-Mechanic ALLEN McCOMB, 
a seaman put to land during his off season, joined our crew 
toward the middle of March. Our program has taken us 
several miles out onto the Arctic Ocean. From there we 
began working our way into the foothills of the Brooks 
Range. 

The combination of Yankees, Canucks, Eskimos, and 
Alaskan sourdoughs on Party 97 has given the crew the 
impetus for an interesting and productive winter in the 
arctic. Also, Party 97 attests to the claim of only three 
seasons north of the Arctic Circle, "June, July, and Winter." 

Left - The high winds on Christmas day on the North Slope not 
only mode high drifts between some of the Porty 97 trailers but also 
caused the drill in the background to be almost buried; only the 
lowered most shows. Below - In spite of tightly closed do.ors and 
windows, the winds pocked this recording truck cab full of snow. 
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caused the drill in the background to be almost buried; only the 
lowered most shows. Below - In spite of tightly closed do.ors and 
windows, the winds pocked this recording truck cab full of snow. 



WE ARE INDEED PROUD to present here the second and 
third members of that new, exclusive group, the "35-

Year Club." They are G. E . (Ed) Planck and Russell T. 
(Bing) Crosby. These two wonderful Westerners are both 
modest men and will not talk about themselves and their 
accomplishments. One of them said to us, "Ah, you don't 
want anything about me. You know all about me, anyway." 
Well, perhaps we do, but the many employees who have 
joined Western in recent years do not, and the lives of these 
two men are an inspiration to all and a reflection of the 
real Westerner. We let Ed and Bing retain their modesty 
but obtained the help of their wives · and friends to add to 
our knowledge of them to present for the benefit of all 
Westerners. 

down Western's line 

including rocky and frozen ground. ) E d took his first 
record in a swamp in Louisiana from a truck equipped 
with a manual volume control and a camera powered by 
a phonograph motor (then a new feature on the recorder) . 
Yes, Ed has seen and been a part of the changes and 
progress in equipment and techniques that have taken place 
since these mid-30's experiences. 

Speaking of experiences, Ed says that the one that 
stands out in his mind was sitting out a Montana blizzard 
in the field! It happened on March 22, 1957, when Party 
18 was working out of Scobey. Now the men were accus
tomed to working in falling snow but not blizzards, and 
this particular blizzard came up so fast that there was no 
time for them to leave the field. The temperature dropped 

for 35 years 

"Mr. Ed," as G. E. (Ed) Planck is affectionately called by 
the younger employees in Shreveport, Louisiana, has been 
a loyal Westerner ever since he was hired by the Company 
in the spring of 1934, 35 years ago. As one long-time, 
close personal friend describes this characteristic: "He has 
always displayed a fierce loyalty and allegiance toward 
Western over the years, and anyone making derogatory re
marks about Western better not be within earshot of Ed!" 

For the past several years the work of this veteran has 
varied with the seasons. In the winter Ed is a party man
ager in Canada, and the rest of the year he assists in the 
administration of the Shreveport digital center playback 
office. It was not always thus, however, for until November 
1963, when he was called from Cody, Wyoming, to Shreve
port, he traveled the "doodlebug trail" on field crews -
and he has a record of every town in which he has been 
stationed (113), the number of every crew on which he 
has worked, the names of those crews' party chiefs, and 
the places he and his family have spent each Christmas! 
All of this includes the Midwest, the South, the West, the 
Rocky Mountain area and Canada. 

Since Western Geophysical was less than a year old 
when Ed was hired as a drill helper for Party 3 in Larned, 
Kansas, his birthplace, he has experienced the changes 
and progress made by the Company. A year after he 
started, he shifted from drilling to recording for Party 7 
and learned to develop records and to dig a "fast" jug hole. 
(At the time seismometers were buried on every setup, 
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considerably within an hour, and so the men had to leave 
the motors of the trucks running for beat. The blowing 
snow caused the motors to die, and the men then became 
wet when they climbed out of the trucks to start the motors 
again. When the blizzard started, their party chief in Scobey 
hired a snowmobile and as soon as the wind abated a little 
sent it to the field for the men. It arrived at 1 :30 A.M·. and 
picked up its load of tired, cold, hungry, and wet men. 
The trucks had to be left in the field as by that time they 
were out of gas. The men considered themselves lucky, 
though, as Montana blizzards usually last two to three days. 
Laura, Ed's wife, adds that the crew wives had some bad 
hours that long day and also were happy that the blizzard 
blew on in less than the usual time. 

The Planck family - Ed, Laura, and daughter Sara -
has always been an asset to Western on the various crews 
with which they have been associated. Ed and Laura are 
the type who, when he was managing field crews with which 
families travel, always waited for housing until all of their 
families had found homes or apartments - even when it 
meant that Ed and Laura had to stay in a motel with baby 
Sara for four months . Housing in small towns is difficult to 
obtain - and was especially so in the early days in towns 
that had had previous unfortunate experiences with oil 
"roughnecks" and whose residents then transferred their 
displeasure to the innocent Western seismic crews. The 
Planck crews, having the true "Western spirit," always 
had good times and managed to have their holiday parties 
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and Safety Dinners no matter how limited the facilities 
were wherever they happened to be. 

As for safety, Ed received a real plaudit from a Western 
of Canada spokesman, who recently wrote: " It is interest
ing to note that Ed Planck was the party manager of the 
only crew (Party F-50) that operated the entire winter 
without an accident, and that is quite an achievement." 
This Westerner added: "Ed doesn't seem to like our Cana
dian winters. It was a well-known fact and point of humor 
to all members of Party F-50 that when the weather 
'warmed' up (over 0° F .) , even as early as February, Ed 
was convinced that spring break-up was on its way." He 
concluded : "We in Canada all enjoyed having Ed with us 
this past winter and are looking forward to his return next 
December." 

Though Laura is a veteran doodlebug wife, she remains 
in Shreveport while Ed is in Canada as field crews there 
usually work in areas too remote for families. She keeps 
busy going to dinners and the theater with Western and 
other friends, sitting with neighbor children, and sewing 
for daughter Sara and granddaughter Kimberly Catherine, 
age 2112 years. This is "long-distance" sewing, for Sara, 
Kimberly, and Donald E. Moore are on Guam. Don is a 
gyro compass technician in the navy. 

When Ed is not in the field, he enjoys all sports. He was 
a four-year letterman in football at Great Bend (Kansas) 
High School, but now his active participation in sports is 
devoted to golf and tennis. Other non-job interests have 
been the DeMolays, Elks, and Masons ; in fact , though he 
has not .lived there in many years, Ed is still a member of 
the Masonic Lodge of Scobey, Montana. Also, it is said 
that anyone who has not partaken of one of Ed's martinis, 
as well as one of Laura's dinners, hasn't lived. Though Ed 
has worked for Western for 3 5 years, this does not cover 
his entire business career. After studying at the Kansas 
State Teachers College, Pittsburgh, Kansas, he was an 
agent for an oil company refinery for six years before 
meeting the founder of Western Geophysical and becom
ing one of his employees when the depression hit the re
fining firm and Ed•s job with it. 

Loyalty, de.dication, and ability such as Ed's make him 
a valuable asset to Western as they would to any company. 
Add to that a sense of humor, and you have the additional 
asset of a man well liked by all. This .35-year veteran has 
an excellent sense of humor, and there are many funny 
stories attributed to him. One of his friends tells the fol
lowing as the one he best remembers. 

"When Ed first started with Western, one of his duties 
was digging hand-auger holes for weathering shots in 
California. A couple of years ago a young Western em
ployee approached him and posted this remark : 'Mr. Ed, I 
hear that you ral} Western's first drilling machine.' Ed's 
considered reply was: 'Ran it, son? Hell, I was it.'" 

A Kansas farm boy who became a Western doodlebug
ger in June 1934, Field Equipment Supervisor Russell T. 
CBing) Crosby, Los Angeles, has become one of the Com
pany's most respected and best-liked employees in his 35 
years of loyal service, as well as its best driller. No better 
description can be given of Bing's knowledge of drilling 
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and equipment than that given by another long-time West
ern driller who said, "Bing has forgotten more about drill
ing in his 35 years with Western than most drillers ever 
learn! " 

Bing's mechanical aptitude first showed itself when he 
was 11 years old and his stepfather bought a farm tractor. 
This aptitude was transferred to Western and drills when 
Bing left the Kansas state highway department to become a 
drill helper on Party 3 in Larned, Kansas. After traveling 
the doodlebug trail with wife Velma and little daughter 
Joyce on various crews, he was called into Los Angeles to 
work out of the laboratory as a drill supervisor. This meant 

G. E. (Ed I Planck (left I wears a big smile as Vice President H. L. 
(Bud) Grant congratulates the veteran for the 35-Year Service Pin 
he has just presented Ed in the office in Shreveport, Louisiana. 

trips to the Rocky Mountain area and to Canada to help 
crews there solve drilling problems. The Crosbys were 
transferred to Casper, Wyoming, in 1949, and Bing soon 
became supervisor of the Company's shop there. Almost 
10 years later Western sent its first party into the Sahara 
Desert in Libya; and the "old pro" was needed there as 
drill and equipment supervisor. While Bing set up his shop 
in a desert trailer, to which he attached a sign "Casper 
Shop," wife Velma set up "home" in Tripoli with the Party 
90 wives. 

After four years in that desert, Bing returned to the 
States and was assigned to the Company's shop in Shreve
port - but only briefly. Party 90 was re-activated for 
another desert prospect, this time in the Hadhramaut, ancf 
again needed Bing, as core drill and equipment supervisor. 
The Crosbys joined the trek to Aden, where Velma again 
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hired a snowmobile and as soon as the wind abated a little 
sent it to the field for the men. It arrived at 1 :30 A.M·. and 
picked up its load of tired, cold, hungry, and wet men. 
The trucks had to be left in the field as by that time they 
were out of gas. The men considered themselves lucky, 
though, as Montana blizzards usually last two to three days. 
Laura, Ed's wife, adds that the crew wives had some bad 
hours that long day and also were happy that the blizzard 
blew on in less than the usual time. 

The Planck family - Ed, Laura, and daughter Sara -
has always been an asset to Western on the various crews 
with which they have been associated. Ed and Laura are 
the type who, when he was managing field crews with which 
families travel, always waited for housing until all of their 
families had found homes or apartments - even when it 
meant that Ed and Laura had to stay in a motel with baby 
Sara for four months . Housing in small towns is difficult to 
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displeasure to the innocent Western seismic crews. The 
Planck crews, having the true "Western spirit," always 
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of Canada spokesman, who recently wrote: " It is interest
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has worked for Western for 3 5 years, this does not cover 
his entire business career. After studying at the Kansas 
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agent for an oil company refinery for six years before 
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ing one of his employees when the depression hit the re
fining firm and Ed•s job with it. 

Loyalty, de.dication, and ability such as Ed's make him 
a valuable asset to Western as they would to any company. 
Add to that a sense of humor, and you have the additional 
asset of a man well liked by all. This .35-year veteran has 
an excellent sense of humor, and there are many funny 
stories attributed to him. One of his friends tells the fol
lowing as the one he best remembers. 

"When Ed first started with Western, one of his duties 
was digging hand-auger holes for weathering shots in 
California. A couple of years ago a young Western em
ployee approached him and posted this remark : 'Mr. Ed, I 
hear that you ral} Western's first drilling machine.' Ed's 
considered reply was: 'Ran it, son? Hell, I was it.'" 

A Kansas farm boy who became a Western doodlebug
ger in June 1934, Field Equipment Supervisor Russell T. 
CBing) Crosby, Los Angeles, has become one of the Com
pany's most respected and best-liked employees in his 35 
years of loyal service, as well as its best driller. No better 
description can be given of Bing's knowledge of drilling 
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and equipment than that given by another long-time West
ern driller who said, "Bing has forgotten more about drill
ing in his 35 years with Western than most drillers ever 
learn! " 

Bing's mechanical aptitude first showed itself when he 
was 11 years old and his stepfather bought a farm tractor. 
This aptitude was transferred to Western and drills when 
Bing left the Kansas state highway department to become a 
drill helper on Party 3 in Larned, Kansas. After traveling 
the doodlebug trail with wife Velma and little daughter 
Joyce on various crews, he was called into Los Angeles to 
work out of the laboratory as a drill supervisor. This meant 
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trips to the Rocky Mountain area and to Canada to help 
crews there solve drilling problems. The Crosbys were 
transferred to Casper, Wyoming, in 1949, and Bing soon 
became supervisor of the Company's shop there. Almost 
10 years later Western sent its first party into the Sahara 
Desert in Libya; and the "old pro" was needed there as 
drill and equipment supervisor. While Bing set up his shop 
in a desert trailer, to which he attached a sign "Casper 
Shop," wife Velma set up "home" in Tripoli with the Party 
90 wives. 

After four years in that desert, Bing returned to the 
States and was assigned to the Company's shop in Shreve
port - but only briefly. Party 90 was re-activated for 
another desert prospect, this time in the Hadhramaut, ancf 
again needed Bing, as core drill and equipment supervisor. 
The Crosbys joined the trek to Aden, where Velma again 
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set up home and he went to the southern Arabian penin
sula desert. After two years in that part of the world, the 
Crosbys again returned to the States, where Bing this time 
was assigned to the Western shop in Midland, Texas. He 
worked there for almost a year, until April 1, 1966, when 
he was transferred to the Los Angeles laboratory and 
shops. The Crosbys bought a home in nearby Woodland 
Hills and settled down. 

Bing's transfers from desert to shops have been due to 
his experience and knowledge in the drilling field, which 
cover everything from 20-foot kelly-depth holes to 5,000-
foot core holes and include exploratory wells drilled to 

Russell T. (Bing I Crosby (center! receives his 3 5-Year Service 
Pin and congratulations from President Booth B. Strange in his 
Los Angeles office as Vice President Howard Dingman looks on. 

satisfy concession requirements for some of our clients in 
remote areas of the world. It is in this latter field that Bing 
always gets the call, whether the location be the Middle 
East, the Caribbean, or Alaska. One might say that he is 
Western's deep-hole drilling department, for no Western 
supervisor confronted with one of these special projects 
wants even to begin without Bing's presence on the job, and 
the same is true of the men who do the actual drilling 
under his supervision. His knowledge and manner in han
dling men is such that those working under him know that 
his intent is always to help them and direct them, that his 
criticisms are always of a constructive nature and never 
personal. 

His many years of running Western's Casper shop and 
later his experience in camps in remote areas of the world 
have also made Bing a "jerry-rigger" without equal. If he 
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cannot patch it together and make it work, then forget it. 
Bing, however, is by nature one who does not like "jerry
rigging." Preventive maintenance and respect for any piece 
of equipment seems to be his philosophy. He has little use 
for anyone who abuses equipment. This "old pro" well 
remembers those depression days when getting a new piece 
of equipment was such a rarity that it was cherished and 
pampered like a newborn babe and the first guy who put 
a dent in that new truck or drill might as well pack up and 
disappear or incur the wrath of the entire crew. 

This veteran is not all drilling and business, though. It 
has been rumored (only a rumor, of course) that one 
Western vice president and Bing had a continual battle of 
wits whenever Bing had to deliver a drill to a field crew 
from the Los Angeles shops. It seems that this vice presi
dent always arranged Bing's driving schedule so as to have 
him either avoid altogether or pass through at noon a place 
called Las Vegas. It has also been rumored that on more 
than one occasion Bing managed to foil this dastardly 
scheme, luckily arriving in Las Vegas at just about dusk. 
Some last-minute modifications in the lab delayed his 
scheduled early morning departure from Los Angeles, no 
doubt! 

Now anyone who has doodlebugged for 35 years has to 
have an understanding wife or no wife at all. Bing is one 
of the lucky ones. Wife Velma is a true doodlebugger. She 
has followed him around the world; put up with camp jobs 
that allowed Bing to be at home, wherever home might be, 
for only a week out of a month for years at a time ; and 
stayed at home while he was off on "short" visits to some
where in the world - and all this with only the normal 
complaints of the wife of a doodlebugger. 

Velma Crosby is an outgoing, frank, friendly , and real
istic person, who does not stay idle for long no matter 
where in the world she lands. This attitude was best ex
emplified some years ago when her husband was first con
fined to an overseas field camp for long periods at a time. 
During the first such period Velma complained that her 
idle existence while Bing was in camp rendered her com
pletely useless to anyone and that she risked death from 
boredom. Six months later she was accepting social invita
tions "by appointment only," so crowded was her schedule! 
Bing then did not dare let his field-rotation work-and-leave 
schedule vary because to do so would upset the entire social 
calendar of at least a dozen "camp widows" whom Velma 
had organized into bridge clubs and the like. 

When "little daughter" Joyce grew up, she became Mrs. 
Raymond Straits and twice made grandparents of the 
Crosbys. Cathy is now 12 years old; and Steve, who was 
born four months after Bing and Velma left for Libya .for 
four years, is 10. Raymond works for Boeing, and his job 
is such that Joyce is still moving about as she did when 
she was a child. Currently Bing and Velma's family is 
living in Huntsville, Alabama, where their son-in-law is 
working on the Saturn project. 

The Crosby home in Woodland Hills has been sold be
cause at this writing Bing is scheduled for a July move to 
Galveston, Texas, to be a part of the new lab and shops 
there. Wherever he is, Bing will always be as he has been 
for 35 years, an outstanding Westerner. 
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own Western's line 
for 25 years 

A QUARTER OF A CENTURY AGO . That is when Claude 0. 
Dooley and Thomas P. (Tom) Maroney plotted their 

courses with Western Geophysical Company. In the sec
ond quarter of this year each of these veterans was pre
sented a Western pin studded with a diamond and a ruby 
denoting his 25 years of dedicated and faithful service to 
the Company and its clients throughout these years. Claude 
and Tom are the twenty-fifth and twenty-sixth employees 
to receive this distinction, and Westerners are honored to 
serve with such men as these two. 

When Claude 0 . Dooley joined Western Geophysical in 
the spring of 1944, neither he nor wife Bercla had any idea 
that they wou ld be see ing a major portion of the United 
States while "doodlebugging." Although he had previously 
had good jobs with an oil company in Louisiana, a con
struction firm in New Orleans, and a coal mining company 
in Indiana, he had certainly not "toured" the nation as he 
was about to do. Of his Western travels he says, "I can't 
remember the details, but the crews and locations have 
been from the East Coast to the West Coast and from the 
Gulf of Mexico to Alaska." 

The crews have indeed been many - far too numerous 
to list; and one was not a crew but a Western shop, in 
Natchez, Mississippi. This was a return to Natchez, for 

Claude 0. Doo ley (right! on this happy occasion is being 
"pinned" by Supervisor R. K. I Ken l Bryant for his long service to 
Western Geophys ical. The pin is Claude's 25-Year Service Pin. 
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that was the location of Claude's first assignment. He was a 
surveyor on Party Chief (now Supervisor) George Shoup's 
Party 13. This veteran has worked on various types of 
crews, including many gravity, marine, and, more recently, 
"Vibroseis"® parties. 

In his quarter century with Western Geophysical, Claude 
has served in the capacities of surveyor, assistant party 
chief, permitman, seismic party manager, offshore party 
man ager, and gravity party chief. At the present time he is 
with Party 52 in Bunkie, Louisiana. 

Thus, the "doodlebug trail" has taken this veteran back 
near his starting points, with Western and in life, for Bunkie 
is less than a hundred miles from Natchez and from Wood
ville, Mississippi, Claude's birthplace. This Southerner at
tended Mississippi State Un iversity, from which he earned 
his bachelor of science degree in civil engineering. As is 
true of many Southern Westerners, Claude likes to spend 
his spare time fishing. 

Though he has lived and worked in E urope for a total 
of 19 of his 25 years with Western, Vice President Thomas 
P. Maroney has doodlebugged on two other continents for 
the Company, North and South America. In spite of his 
many years in foreign countries, Tom is an American -
an Irish-American, but an American through and through. 

On the 25th anniversary of his association with Western Geophysi
cal , Vice President Thomas P. Maroney I second from left I marked 
the event by having a picture taken in his office with the city 
of Milan, Italy, as a window backdrop and American and Italian 
colleagues with him. From the left are : Sergio Trucchi, secrelary
treasurer of Western Ricerche Geofisiche; Maroney; Neal P. 
Cramer, vice president-operations; and Paolo Cella, managing 
director of Ricerche. Tom also received his 25-Year Service Pin . 
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own Western's line 
for 25 years 

A QUARTER OF A CENTURY AGO . That is when Claude 0. 
Dooley and Thomas P. (Tom) Maroney plotted their 

courses with Western Geophysical Company. In the sec
ond quarter of this year each of these veterans was pre
sented a Western pin studded with a diamond and a ruby 
denoting his 25 years of dedicated and faithful service to 
the Company and its clients throughout these years. Claude 
and Tom are the twenty-fifth and twenty-sixth employees 
to receive this distinction, and Westerners are honored to 
serve with such men as these two. 

When Claude 0 . Dooley joined Western Geophysical in 
the spring of 1944, neither he nor wife Bercla had any idea 
that they wou ld be see ing a major portion of the United 
States while "doodlebugging." Although he had previously 
had good jobs with an oil company in Louisiana, a con
struction firm in New Orleans, and a coal mining company 
in Indiana, he had certainly not "toured" the nation as he 
was about to do. Of his Western travels he says, "I can't 
remember the details, but the crews and locations have 
been from the East Coast to the West Coast and from the 
Gulf of Mexico to Alaska." 

The crews have indeed been many - far too numerous 
to list; and one was not a crew but a Western shop, in 
Natchez, Mississippi. This was a return to Natchez, for 

Claude 0. Doo ley (right! on this happy occasion is being 
"pinned" by Supervisor R. K. I Ken l Bryant for his long service to 
Western Geophys ical. The pin is Claude's 25-Year Service Pin. 
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that was the location of Claude's first assignment. He was a 
surveyor on Party Chief (now Supervisor) George Shoup's 
Party 13. This veteran has worked on various types of 
crews, including many gravity, marine, and, more recently, 
"Vibroseis"® parties. 

In his quarter century with Western Geophysical, Claude 
has served in the capacities of surveyor, assistant party 
chief, permitman, seismic party manager, offshore party 
man ager, and gravity party chief. At the present time he is 
with Party 52 in Bunkie, Louisiana. 

Thus, the "doodlebug trail" has taken this veteran back 
near his starting points, with Western and in life, for Bunkie 
is less than a hundred miles from Natchez and from Wood
ville, Mississippi, Claude's birthplace. This Southerner at
tended Mississippi State Un iversity, from which he earned 
his bachelor of science degree in civil engineering. As is 
true of many Southern Westerners, Claude likes to spend 
his spare time fishing. 

Though he has lived and worked in E urope for a total 
of 19 of his 25 years with Western, Vice President Thomas 
P. Maroney has doodlebugged on two other continents for 
the Company, North and South America. In spite of his 
many years in foreign countries, Tom is an American -
an Irish-American, but an American through and through. 

On the 25th anniversary of his association with Western Geophysi
cal , Vice President Thomas P. Maroney I second from left I marked 
the event by having a picture taken in his office with the city 
of Milan, Italy, as a window backdrop and American and Italian 
colleagues with him. From the left are : Sergio Trucchi, secrelary
treasurer of Western Ricerche Geofisiche; Maroney; Neal P. 
Cramer, vice president-operations; and Paolo Cella, managing 
director of Ricerche. Tom also received his 25-Year Service Pin . 



His deep love for his native land and for the country in 
which he now resides, Italy, makes him an ambassador of 
international goodwill. Like that of an authentic ambassa
dor, his car proudly displays in the rear window a decal of 
the United States flag. 

His first assignment when Tom was hired by Western on 
May 15, 1944, was in his own country, as a junior observer 
on Party 20. He soon became the observer for it and for 
Party 19. A year and a half later Tom was given his first 
foreign assignment, in South America, and in 1946 was 
made a party chief in Paraguay. Early in 1948 he returned 
to the States. His travels at "home" have taken him to 
California, west Texas, and the Rocky Mountain area. 
Tom's next foreign "hitch" was a four-year one as a party 
chief in Italy. Then Western recalled him to this continent 
and sent him to Canada to assist in the supervising of 
parties there. As he had proved himself in Europe and in 
Canada as a capable leader of crews, the Company re
turned him to Italy as a supervisor. 

All of his job experiences in the States, Canada, and 
Europe are overshadowed by one that occurred in his early 
years with the Company. Tom remembers well being 
bombed - and missed, he adds - by the Paraguayan air 
force while delivering supplies to camp, via river boat, 
during the 1946 revolution in that country. 

Born in Mo1ine, Illinois, where he vacations every sec
ond Christmas season, this future Western officer attended 
Augustana College in his home town and earned his B.A. 
degree in mathematics. While a student, Tom played base
ball and football and always has been and still is an avid 
sports fan. Every year he thinks that the Chicago White 
Sox will win the pennant (American League baseball) and 
then the World series! (Maybe "nex t year," Tom.) He is 
an excellent golfer - a long ball hitter - and is a member 
of the prestigious Monza Golf and Country Club in Milano, 
Italy, where he headquarters and lives. Soccer, the national 
sport in Italy, finds Tom a regular bettor (to the tune of 
some 50 cents a week) on the National Toto pool. Here, 
however, he seems to rely entirely on the "luck of the 
Irish" - and this has yet to make him a millionaire. 

During his years in Europe, this Western vice president 
has become proficient in the Italian language. This and 
his unassuming personality and human interest in people 
are highly appreciated by all Italians and other Europeans 
who come in contact with Tom. Western employees and 
clients alike have long come to look upon Tom as a repre
sentative of the best qualities and traits of Americans. 
There is no traee in him of national prejudice as Tom is 
constantly evenhanded, patient, and understanding, even 
when he is in the midst of a somewhat unpredictable and 
temperamental Latin environment. 

Wherever Thomas Patrick Maroney goes in southern 
Europe, people may have difficulty in pronouncing his 
name correctly, but the Italians refer to him with respect 
and admiration as ll Grande Americana, the "Big Ameri
can." Tom is not only "big" in personal characteristics and 
value to his Company but also in physical size, large and 
well built, all of which may have something to do with one 
of his American colleague's describing him as "Western's 
most eligible and elusive bachelor." 
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The above pictures show some aftereffects of a blinding North 
Slope snowstorm March 18 on the Party 96 camp. Everything 
was covered or surrounded by huge drifts. Story on next page. 

THE PACIFIC COAST Operations Headquarters is now located 
in the San Fernando Valley of Los Angeles. The move was 
made, July 10, to provide for more efficient operations than 
were possible with four persons crowded into their two-room 
suite in Western's building on North La Brea Avenue, accord
ing to Manager of Operations Harold F. (Murph) Murphree 
- and also, he adds, " to cut the freeway driving." 

T he new suite includes private offices for Murph, Assistant 
Supervisor W. C. (Bill) Calledare, and Party Chief J. W. (Jim) 
Sickles; a reception-office area for Secretary Darla Swihart; 
and a conference room, which can alse be used by crews op
erating in the Los Angeles metropolitan area. 

The building is located at the junction of the San Diego and 
Ventura Freeways, making it easier and faster for the staff to 
get to clients and crews. The address for this new Pacific Coast 
area office is: Valley Freeway Center Building, Suite 520, 
15300 Ventura Boulevard, Sherman Oaks, California 91403. 
The telephone number is 872-3920 (981-9720 from the Val
ley) , area code 213. 

SOME OF THE AFTEREFFECTS of a blinding North Slope snow
storm and windstorm on March 18, which made all records 
for the season, were captured on film by Party Manager Dar
rell Clapsaddle, Party 96. The storm lasted for 30 hours, and 
the winds averaged as much as 70 miles per hour. The men 
in camp could not see even to move from one trailer to an
other. This became quite confusing at meal time, and several 
men were reported to be lost. Minutes later they made their 
way back to the chow trailer a little hassled but hungry. -
Johan Q. Stokstad. 

Go to the barber? Not the men of Party 
62 - the barber comes to them! He 
does, that is, when the crew is docked 
at Valletta, Malta, and the men go to 
their "second home," the office of the 
efficient, co-operative, and friendly 
shipping agent Western uses in Malta. 
Gathered for this haircutting session 
are, from the left: Observer Julian 
Russell, Marine Supervisor Crawford 
J. Rushing (being "shorn" l, the bar
ber, Marine Mechanic Martin Sauer
wein, and Captain W. G. Williams. 

SUMMER 1969 

M-DAY OCCURRED for many Westerners at various times this 
summer, many of whom had not had such days since they 
left the "doodlebug trail." They included executive and super
visory personnel. Vans for all headed into Houston. 

Moving from Shreveport, Louisiana, were: Neal P. Cramer, 
vice president-operations; H . L. (Bud) Grant , vice president
eastern hemisphere operations ; J. C. (Joe) Ross, technical co
ordinator, digital processing; Zane H. Baker and Bill A. Ros
ser, supervisors-eastern hemisphere ; Bruce A. Pack, super
visor ; C. J. Phillips, personnel recruiting and training; and E. 
D. Gregory, office manager. 

SPRING TIME - PARTY TIME. After a short stay in Atlantic 
waters , the Western Sea returned to her second home base at 
Valletta, Malta, and was tied up at Grand H arbor on Feb
ruary 18 on her usual landing place across from the Merchant 
Seamans Club. Everyone on Party 62 was happy to be among 
friends again. The next day, however, Marine Supervisor 
Crawford J. Rushing and his "black gang" turned the engines 
inside out; and the aftdeck became a sea of parts , old and 
new. Within eight days the Western Sea's four main engines 
were overhauled and ready to roJI again. 

Terry Sadler arrived from Brazil and Party 82 as a new
comer on the Western Sea to work as assistant co-ordinator for 
Party 62. He eased himself in with this crew very fast, and the 
switch from a maricusha to more civilized drinks he managed 
very well. Another new arrival to the Western personnel in 
Malta is Geophysical Trainee Ronny Benson and his wife. 

The sun rises and it's getting warmer; the stars are getting 
brighter; and the silvery moon over the island is casting the 
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Party 62 men attended a pre-wedding housewarming party for a 
fe~low crew member, Marine Engineer Norman J. Gonsoulin, and his 
bride-to-be, Carman Spiteri, of Malta. The food at the new home 
"Biloxi House," reflected many nationalities, as did the guests'. 

shad?w of the romantic ones and lovers. They can be seen 
walking between the centuries-old gun emplacements and old 
fortress walls of Malta and F loriana, dreaming of love and the 
future. One such nice couple will make the dreams come true. 
They are Miss Carm~n Spiteri, of Malta, and Marine Engineer 
Norman J. Gonsoult'n, from our ship crew. Since the house 
was r~ady for. the young couple, a nice housewarming party 
'"'.as given, which was well attended by all of the crew and in
vited Maltese friends. At times it seemed that the walls of the 
future home, ca lled the "Biloxi House," would burst from all 
of the happy guests. 

Since this was a party of different nationalities the food 
was accordingly so. Norman demonstrated wi th h'is chicken 
gumbo with rice that he can later run the fami ly kitchen. The 
P?tato salad, Southern style, mixed well with the Maltese rab
bit cooked in a very delicious gravy by the father of the bride
to-be. Naturally, Senor Jose Cubas, the cuciniere (cook) from 
the Western Sea, was on hand to tastes all of these goodies 
While Miss Carman and Norman served the food Marin~ 
Mechanic Mar.tin Sauerwein, a member of "C.J.'s" bl~ck gang, 
~as the ~tand-m bartender. When Captain W. G. (Tiny) Wil
~~ams arrived ~nd was asked what he was drinking, he replied, 

Forget the drmk and let's have some home-style gumbo first. " 
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Asked wh_en the we~di?g. would be, Miss Carman said May 17, 
the next time the ship 1s m port. - Martin Sauerwein. 

Editor's Note: For those of our readers who happen to be 
lan~lubbers li_ke us, we pass along Martin's interesting expla
natton and history of "black gang." The term was he wrote 
us, invented by the merchant mariners during the b;ginning of 
the steamship days, and navies then also adopted it . It con
cer~ed the coal passers, stokers, ash carriers, oilers, and wipers 
-:-- in short, all of the personnel way down in the hole. By the 
tune these men had finished their watches, they were as black 
~s tl~e Ace. of Spades, hence the "black gang." This expression 
is still earned by some shipping lines and older naval personnel. 

When Marine Supervisor Crawford Rushing's repair and 
rehaul men work the engines over, they look like a "black 
gang:" This Western gang consists of Crawford himself and 
Manne Mechanics Vincent Alexander and Martin Sauerwein. 
They travel wherever they are needed, singly or, on big jobs, 
as a group; and they are helped by the particular ship's crew. 
"Even Crawford as the supervisor gets just as black as we are," 
concluded our reporter and "black gang" member. 

G. 0. MILLER PASSES AWAY. Party Ch ief G. 0. Miller, a 
Westerner for J 8 years , died suddenly of a heart attack in 
Marbella, Malaga , Spain, on June 28. He is survived by his 
wife "Sunny." 

"G. O." in January of this year had taken advantage of 
Western 's special one-year leave of absence to go into business 
for himself in Spain. He had the concession for the sales and 
leasing of beverage dispensing machinery and was living in 
Marbella, on the Mediterranean coast. His widow as his ben
eficiary will collect his life insurance and his share of the Com
pany Profit-Sharing plan as both remain in force when an 
employee is on this special leave. 

Born and educated in Canada but an American citizen this 
former Westerner worked in the States for about 1 O yea~s of 
his career with the Company. Then G. 0. and Sunny "went 
foreign." They were in East Pakistan and various African coun
tries with crews before going to Western's office in Perth Aus
tralia. From there they moved in the summer of 1966 t~ Lon
don, where G. 0 . worked in the digital center. In May 1968 
~e wa~ transferred to the Milano digital center, and the Millers 
lived m Italy until this past January when he went on leave 
to Spain. 

The Company regrets the loss of this fine man and em
ployee; and the WESTERN PROFJLE on behalf of all Westerners 
extends sincere sympathy to Sunny. 

TWO MANAGERS heretofore not mentioned as such in the 
WESTERN PROFILE are Ben B. Thigpen, manager-Houston 
laboratory and instrument service, and V. C. (Vic) Boyd, man
ager of operations-South America. 

. Twent~ years ago this coming October Ben Thigpen cast 
his lot with Western Geophysical, starting as an assistant ob
server. A native of Lamesa, Texas, Ben had earned a B. S. 
degree in electrical engineering at Texas A & M and had 
worked for an aircraft company in Fort Worth Texas With 
this education and experience behind him he 'soon b~came 
a chief observer and in 1957 an observer sdpervisor. This title 
was changed in 1965 to instrument supervisor, and a year later 
Be~ was made "supervisor, instrumentation." Abi lity and dedi
cation to Western's interests - and instruments - all over the 
world then resulted in his promotion to manager of the Hous
ton laboratory and instrument services. During this time he 
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has contribut.ed to a number of Western inventions and patents. 
"All over the world" is no exaggeration, for Ben has been 

in practically all areas in which Western has operated. These 
travels were not working on crews but "trouble shooting" and 
installing new instruments for parties wherever they happened 
to be. With the advent of digital recording and other new 
techniques, Ben's traveling increased. 

In what he calls " line of duty," Ben has gone from one 
exciting experience to another, and the mode of travel was 
not always the fastest and easiest. About three years ago he 
went from Seville, Spain, to Agadir, Morocco, by bus, ferry, 
and taxi! It took him 40 hours to make what would have been 
a short trip via plane - but the airline was on strike. 

The Thigpen fami ly now lives in Houston. Ben moved there 
from Shreveport, Louisiana, in January 1967, and wife Bar
bara and sons Travis and Forest followed in May. They had 
lived in Shreveport for over eight years and loved it but like 
Houston, too. Travis, 19, has completed his first year of college 
at Sam Houston State Un iversity in Huntsville, Texas, and this 
summer is working as a "roustabout" on an offshore drilling 
rig. Forest, 16, was a high school junior at the Marine Military 
Academy in Harlingen, Texas, last year and will return there 
this fa ll. 

With the "quiet void" in their home, brought on by the 
boys' being away at school, Barbara has found a way to fill 
it. She is teaching a class of beginning piano students and , as 
in Shreveport, is active in a variety of organizations. Ben, who 
was a second lieutenant in the chemical corps, also has outside 
interests, mainly playing chess and bridge. In addition, he 
hopes to take up fishing again. 

Vic Boyd has, of course, been managing Western operations 
in South America for some time. Seventeen years ago, though, 
when he started with Western, he was an assistant computer 

- for two months. Then he swiftly moved up through the 
various ranks of computers to party chief, supervisor, and 
area manager. 

During his "climb" Vic has worked almost everywhere. His 
Stateside assignments have been in the Mid-Continent area, 
the Southeast, offshore the Gulf and West Coasts, and Cali
fornia. Anyone trying to keep up with this affable Westerner 
when he has been out of the States has had a difficult time. 
He at one time or another could be found in the Middle East, 
the Far East, Africa, Europe, and South America. In other 
words, all continents know this big Westerner. 

"Vic's 'job knowledge' is astounding," says a Western vice 
president. "I am continually amazed at his ability to establish 
quickly what is required to operate in any one of several coun
tries, both from a political and a geophysical operations point 
of view. In addition, the big things that Vic brings to any dis
cussion are enthusiasm and a completely positive attitude. 
When you mix the above ingredients and add Shirley Boyd, 
Vic's very understanding 'Western' wife, the result is an ex
tremely able area manager. I am proud to be associated with 
him." 

A native of Campti, Louisiana, Vic majored in chemistry 
and mathematics during his four years of college. He attended 
both Louisiana State University and Northwestern State Col
lege, Natchitoches, Louisiana. Before going to college, though, 
he was graduated from high school as va ledictorian of his class. 
While in the United States infantry, Vic found his assignment 
with the occupation service in Japan very interesting. He was 
a teacher of physics and chemistry in the Army Educational 
Program. 

As for sports, Vic was an "also ran," as he puts it, in bas
ketball and track in his student days. Now his participation is 
in hunting and fishing, and he likes all spectator sports. The 
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"Biloxi House," reflected many nationalities, as did the guests'. 

shad?w of the romantic ones and lovers. They can be seen 
walking between the centuries-old gun emplacements and old 
fortress walls of Malta and F loriana, dreaming of love and the 
future. One such nice couple will make the dreams come true. 
They are Miss Carm~n Spiteri, of Malta, and Marine Engineer 
Norman J. Gonsoult'n, from our ship crew. Since the house 
was r~ady for. the young couple, a nice housewarming party 
'"'.as given, which was well attended by all of the crew and in
vited Maltese friends. At times it seemed that the walls of the 
future home, ca lled the "Biloxi House," would burst from all 
of the happy guests. 

Since this was a party of different nationalities the food 
was accordingly so. Norman demonstrated wi th h'is chicken 
gumbo with rice that he can later run the fami ly kitchen. The 
P?tato salad, Southern style, mixed well with the Maltese rab
bit cooked in a very delicious gravy by the father of the bride
to-be. Naturally, Senor Jose Cubas, the cuciniere (cook) from 
the Western Sea, was on hand to tastes all of these goodies 
While Miss Carman and Norman served the food Marin~ 
Mechanic Mar.tin Sauerwein, a member of "C.J.'s" bl~ck gang, 
~as the ~tand-m bartender. When Captain W. G. (Tiny) Wil
~~ams arrived ~nd was asked what he was drinking, he replied, 

Forget the drmk and let's have some home-style gumbo first. " 
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Asked wh_en the we~di?g. would be, Miss Carman said May 17, 
the next time the ship 1s m port. - Martin Sauerwein. 

Editor's Note: For those of our readers who happen to be 
lan~lubbers li_ke us, we pass along Martin's interesting expla
natton and history of "black gang." The term was he wrote 
us, invented by the merchant mariners during the b;ginning of 
the steamship days, and navies then also adopted it . It con
cer~ed the coal passers, stokers, ash carriers, oilers, and wipers 
-:-- in short, all of the personnel way down in the hole. By the 
tune these men had finished their watches, they were as black 
~s tl~e Ace. of Spades, hence the "black gang." This expression 
is still earned by some shipping lines and older naval personnel. 

When Marine Supervisor Crawford Rushing's repair and 
rehaul men work the engines over, they look like a "black 
gang:" This Western gang consists of Crawford himself and 
Manne Mechanics Vincent Alexander and Martin Sauerwein. 
They travel wherever they are needed, singly or, on big jobs, 
as a group; and they are helped by the particular ship's crew. 
"Even Crawford as the supervisor gets just as black as we are," 
concluded our reporter and "black gang" member. 

G. 0. MILLER PASSES AWAY. Party Ch ief G. 0. Miller, a 
Westerner for J 8 years , died suddenly of a heart attack in 
Marbella, Malaga , Spain, on June 28. He is survived by his 
wife "Sunny." 

"G. O." in January of this year had taken advantage of 
Western 's special one-year leave of absence to go into business 
for himself in Spain. He had the concession for the sales and 
leasing of beverage dispensing machinery and was living in 
Marbella, on the Mediterranean coast. His widow as his ben
eficiary will collect his life insurance and his share of the Com
pany Profit-Sharing plan as both remain in force when an 
employee is on this special leave. 

Born and educated in Canada but an American citizen this 
former Westerner worked in the States for about 1 O yea~s of 
his career with the Company. Then G. 0. and Sunny "went 
foreign." They were in East Pakistan and various African coun
tries with crews before going to Western's office in Perth Aus
tralia. From there they moved in the summer of 1966 t~ Lon
don, where G. 0 . worked in the digital center. In May 1968 
~e wa~ transferred to the Milano digital center, and the Millers 
lived m Italy until this past January when he went on leave 
to Spain. 

The Company regrets the loss of this fine man and em
ployee; and the WESTERN PROFJLE on behalf of all Westerners 
extends sincere sympathy to Sunny. 

TWO MANAGERS heretofore not mentioned as such in the 
WESTERN PROFILE are Ben B. Thigpen, manager-Houston 
laboratory and instrument service, and V. C. (Vic) Boyd, man
ager of operations-South America. 

. Twent~ years ago this coming October Ben Thigpen cast 
his lot with Western Geophysical, starting as an assistant ob
server. A native of Lamesa, Texas, Ben had earned a B. S. 
degree in electrical engineering at Texas A & M and had 
worked for an aircraft company in Fort Worth Texas With 
this education and experience behind him he 'soon b~came 
a chief observer and in 1957 an observer sdpervisor. This title 
was changed in 1965 to instrument supervisor, and a year later 
Be~ was made "supervisor, instrumentation." Abi lity and dedi
cation to Western's interests - and instruments - all over the 
world then resulted in his promotion to manager of the Hous
ton laboratory and instrument services. During this time he 
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has contribut.ed to a number of Western inventions and patents. 
"All over the world" is no exaggeration, for Ben has been 

in practically all areas in which Western has operated. These 
travels were not working on crews but "trouble shooting" and 
installing new instruments for parties wherever they happened 
to be. With the advent of digital recording and other new 
techniques, Ben's traveling increased. 

In what he calls " line of duty," Ben has gone from one 
exciting experience to another, and the mode of travel was 
not always the fastest and easiest. About three years ago he 
went from Seville, Spain, to Agadir, Morocco, by bus, ferry, 
and taxi! It took him 40 hours to make what would have been 
a short trip via plane - but the airline was on strike. 

The Thigpen fami ly now lives in Houston. Ben moved there 
from Shreveport, Louisiana, in January 1967, and wife Bar
bara and sons Travis and Forest followed in May. They had 
lived in Shreveport for over eight years and loved it but like 
Houston, too. Travis, 19, has completed his first year of college 
at Sam Houston State Un iversity in Huntsville, Texas, and this 
summer is working as a "roustabout" on an offshore drilling 
rig. Forest, 16, was a high school junior at the Marine Military 
Academy in Harlingen, Texas, last year and will return there 
this fa ll. 

With the "quiet void" in their home, brought on by the 
boys' being away at school, Barbara has found a way to fill 
it. She is teaching a class of beginning piano students and , as 
in Shreveport, is active in a variety of organizations. Ben, who 
was a second lieutenant in the chemical corps, also has outside 
interests, mainly playing chess and bridge. In addition, he 
hopes to take up fishing again. 

Vic Boyd has, of course, been managing Western operations 
in South America for some time. Seventeen years ago, though, 
when he started with Western, he was an assistant computer 

- for two months. Then he swiftly moved up through the 
various ranks of computers to party chief, supervisor, and 
area manager. 

During his "climb" Vic has worked almost everywhere. His 
Stateside assignments have been in the Mid-Continent area, 
the Southeast, offshore the Gulf and West Coasts, and Cali
fornia. Anyone trying to keep up with this affable Westerner 
when he has been out of the States has had a difficult time. 
He at one time or another could be found in the Middle East, 
the Far East, Africa, Europe, and South America. In other 
words, all continents know this big Westerner. 

"Vic's 'job knowledge' is astounding," says a Western vice 
president. "I am continually amazed at his ability to establish 
quickly what is required to operate in any one of several coun
tries, both from a political and a geophysical operations point 
of view. In addition, the big things that Vic brings to any dis
cussion are enthusiasm and a completely positive attitude. 
When you mix the above ingredients and add Shirley Boyd, 
Vic's very understanding 'Western' wife, the result is an ex
tremely able area manager. I am proud to be associated with 
him." 

A native of Campti, Louisiana, Vic majored in chemistry 
and mathematics during his four years of college. He attended 
both Louisiana State University and Northwestern State Col
lege, Natchitoches, Louisiana. Before going to college, though, 
he was graduated from high school as va ledictorian of his class. 
While in the United States infantry, Vic found his assignment 
with the occupation service in Japan very interesting. He was 
a teacher of physics and chemistry in the Army Educational 
Program. 

As for sports, Vic was an "also ran," as he puts it, in bas
ketball and track in his student days. Now his participation is 
in hunting and fishing, and he likes all spectator sports. The 
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This photo of Party V-9 trucks at work appeared with the story below in the Lamar, Colorado, newspaper. - Photo Courtesy Lamar Tri-State Daily News . 

thing that Vic Boyd likes the most, though, is people. This is 
a valuable asset in any man, and it increases his value to his 
Company. 

Though the Boyd family now lives in Houston, they lived 
in Shreveport before moving to the Texas city. Australia was 
home for a number of years previous to that. Vic and Shirley 
have three children: Robert, 6 years old; Megan, who will be 
4 this fall; and Victor, 2. Both Robert and Megan were born 
in Australia ; and Robert, at the age of 6 months, had made a 
22,000-mile round trip between Australia and the States -
starting to follow Vic's world traveling-footsteps. 

THAT PARTY V-9 AROUSED local interest in its operations 
was proved by the "publicity" it received while working out 
of Lamar, Colorado, in late April. The Lamar Tri-State Daily 
News printed a . picture of two of V-9's vibrators at work 
and explained below the picture what the crew was doing. 
(Strangely enough, it was not Party V-9 personnel from whom 
we received the clipping but a Los Angeles office employee 
whose parents live near Lamar!) With the permission oCthe 
publishers of the Daily News, we reprint on this page their 
pictures of Western and, below, their story. 
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"OIL SEARCH - Western Geophysical trucks are vibrat
ing their way diagonally across Prowers County in search of 
gas and oil possibilities beneath the surface of the earth. Start
ing at the southwest corner of the county, they are progressing 
rapidly in the direction of the Brandon oil fields , commissioned 
by . . . for exploration. 

" Note that the back wheels of the truck are lifted off the 
ground by the huge vibrating 'feet' under the truck. The vibra
tions made by these trucks are picked up by the geophones 
which are buried in the ground along the route of the survey. 
The phones are attached to cable which is laid by the crew 
ahead of the vibrating trucks. 

"The cable crew in turn is preceded by surveyors laying out 
the shortest route for the line and flagmen marking the route 
with tiny, bright-colored flags. Following the vibrating trucks 
are the cable-retrieving trucks which wind the cable on over
head reels as they drive along. 

"Although these trucks produce heavy vibrations, they leave 
only slight impressions in the hard surface of this gravel drive
way (picture) and do no damage to the pavement. The com
pany is not allowed to vibrate closer than 300 feet from a 
stucco building or 50 feet from a well. Truck above (pictur e) 
heads north on private drive on Prosperi ty Lane three-fourths 
of a mile west of Lamar." 

WESTERN 

WESTERNER RECEIVES AWARD. L. E. (Larry) Scruggs was 
the recipient of a Fundamentals of Systems Science Education 
"Excellence Award" from the IBM Systems Engineering 
School in Dallas, Texas. This award is presented for superior 
achievement during the class period. Larry was sent by West
ern to this IBM school for the 10-week course early this year. 
Before then Larry had worked for the Company in Shreveport, 
Louisiana, but is now a programmer in the Houston digital 
program development. Our congratulations to Larry for this 
honor. 

VETERAN WESTERNER PASSES AW A Y. The heart of Willis 
M. (Bill) Skaggs, a Western employee for 25 years , gave out 
during the night of April 17 in a Los Angeles hospital. Funeral 
services were held April 22 in Santa Maria, California, with 
burial in the Santa Maria cemetary. At the time of his last 
hospitalization Bill was party manager of Party 60, which was 
working out of Long Beach, California. 

It was in May 1966 that Bill suffered a heart attack that 

"Best of Show" ribbon and first prize 
were won for this rock and mineral 
exhibit by Bruce Finkbeiner in the 
junior division of the Chugach Gem 
and Mineral Society's contest at the 
Anchorage Fur Rendezvous. The 11-
year-old Bruce is the son of Driller 
Eildon Finkbeiner and his wife Elsie. 

kept him from working. In January of this year, however, he 
had had enough of idleness and returned to his job, looking 
better than ever, "wonderful ," to all who saw him. His heart 
had deteriorated, though , to the point that any work was too 
much for it. This condition forced him into the hospital, where 
he soon slipped quietly away. 

Starting as a helper Bill had served Western in many capaci
ties on both land and marine crews during his 25 years with 
the Company. His assignments took him to not only the South 
and West of the United States but also Canada, Alaska, Cuba, 
and Libya. 
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Survivors include a daughter, Pat (Mrs. Charles) Clark, of 
Bullhead, Arizona; two granddaughters, Charlotte (Mrs. 
David) Smith, of Atascadero, California, and Janice (Mrs. 
Thomas W.) McGee, of Tulare, California; three great-grand
children, Kelley Lynn and Charles Smith and Delaina McGee; 
and two brothers, Archie and Clifford , also of California. 

Westerners are sorry to lose their friend and colleague thus; 
and on behalf of all of them, the WESTERN PROFILE extends 
their sympathies to the family. 

"BEST OF SHOW." Bruce Finkbeiner, 11-year-old son of 
Eildon and Elsie Finkbeiner, won first prize and the "Best of 
Show" ribbon in the junior division of the Chugach Gem and 
Mineral Society's contest at the Anchorage Fur Rendezvous 
exhibition, held annually in February. Most of his collection 
of rocks and minerals was made during the Finkbeiners' trav
els for Western in Alaska and Utah. Eildon, a veteran Western 
driller, worked in various parts of Alaska this past winter. -
Paul Robinson. 

WELL, HELLO from the country of magnolia blossoms and mint 
juleps. Party 52 has been located in Bunkie, Louisiana, since 
January 15. Work has been steadily progressing under the di
rection of Party Manager Billy McNew. Other personnel now 
with the crew are Party Manager Claude Dooley; Dril lers Jerry 
Jones, Kerney Raley, and Carroll (Doug) Heard; Observer 
Roy Cannon; Shooter Louis Paddie; Junior Observer Jerry 
Shaw; Surveyors Orville Thompson and Johnny Sherrod; and 
Permit Agent Joe Thomas. Assistant Supervisor Russell Ka
minsky was with us but departed for California. 

Since arriving in Bunkie, the crew has had a taste of both 
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This photo of Party V-9 trucks at work appeared with the story below in the Lamar, Colorado, newspaper. - Photo Courtesy Lamar Tri-State Daily News . 

thing that Vic Boyd likes the most, though, is people. This is 
a valuable asset in any man, and it increases his value to his 
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home for a number of years previous to that. Vic and Shirley 
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4 this fall; and Victor, 2. Both Robert and Megan were born 
in Australia ; and Robert, at the age of 6 months, had made a 
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was proved by the "publicity" it received while working out 
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News printed a . picture of two of V-9's vibrators at work 
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gas and oil possibilities beneath the surface of the earth. Start
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rapidly in the direction of the Brandon oil fields , commissioned 
by . . . for exploration. 

" Note that the back wheels of the truck are lifted off the 
ground by the huge vibrating 'feet' under the truck. The vibra
tions made by these trucks are picked up by the geophones 
which are buried in the ground along the route of the survey. 
The phones are attached to cable which is laid by the crew 
ahead of the vibrating trucks. 
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the shortest route for the line and flagmen marking the route 
with tiny, bright-colored flags. Following the vibrating trucks 
are the cable-retrieving trucks which wind the cable on over
head reels as they drive along. 

"Although these trucks produce heavy vibrations, they leave 
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Permit Agent Joe Thomas. Assistant Supervisor Russell Ka
minsky was with us but departed for California. 

Since arriving in Bunkie, the crew has had a taste of both 
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open, plowed fields and swampland, usually both on each line. 
The crew has more or less made the adjustment to these ad
verse conditions. Most of the men, being from Texas, could 
see Party 52 improved only by a return to Texas. 

Until next time goodby, Westerners , and greetings to you 
all from Party 52. - Orville Thompson and Johnny Sherrod. 

HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATION EXERCISES kept many West
ern parents busy in May and June. It seems that their "babies" 
have grown up! 

GRADUATES 

DON CALLEDARE 

Captain Shreve High School graduated Donald E. Calle
dare, then of Shreveport, Louisiana, but now of Los Angeles. 
This May graduate is the son of Maria and W. C. (Bill) Cal
ledare, assistant supervisor in the Pacific Coast area. In fact, 
Bill, who had been in Alaska most of the winter, traveled all 
the way from Anchorage to Shreveport to see his son graduate 
from high schoo l and then moved his family to Los Angeles. 

Active in ROTC, Don was battalion commander in his sen
ior year and was selected as the most outstanding ROTC cadet 
of the senior class. Also, he received the Superior Cadet 
Award. Don belonged to the Science Club, the History Club, 
and the Junior Classical League. Jn addition he was active in 
Junior Achievement, the ROTC drill team, and the rifle team. 

Born in Italy when his father was a party chief there, this 
young Westerner attended a Catholic public elementary school 
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for grades 1 through 6 in Pescara, Italy. When the Calledares 
moved from Italy to Shreveport in 1963, Don was a junior 
high student at Green Acres and Youree Drive for grades 
7 through 9. His first year in senior high was at Byrd High 
School, and his junior and senior studies were both at Cap- . 
tain Shreve. 

Now it is on to college for Don, and that will be at the 
University of California at Los Angeles. He plans to major 
in biology and pre-medicine. · 

Stephanie de Jong was a May graduate from Riverdale 
High School , Jefferson Parish, Louisiana. She is the daughter 
of Margaret and Aart de Jong, New Orleans; and her father 

STEPHANIE de JONG 

is Western's manager of data interpretation. Stephanie was a 
member of Delta Beta Sigma, national high school sorority, 
and chairman of her group's charity committee. This latter 
position fits in very well with Stephanie's kind character, for 
her expression of love to children, pets, and larger animals is 
unbounded. 

This fall Stephanie will enroll in Louisiana State Univer
sity, where she will major in art or social studies. At present 
she is undecided as to whether she wants to pursue courses that 
will enable her to teach art in secondary schools or those that 
might be more helpful in fulfilling her ultimate goal. That is 
serving in the Peace Corps. " In some remote country, full of 
wild animals, monkeys, birds, cats, dogs, and children," her 
father adds. 

This spring Cora Anne I Nancy} Desmond was graduated 
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from Thomas Jefferson High , Denver. She is the daughter of 
Rita and Jack Desmond, manager-Rocky Mountain area. 
Nancy attended schools in Calgary, Canada, where Jack was 
vice president of Western of Canada, until 1963 when he trans
ferred to Denver. 

Nancy was a member of the National Honor Society in the 
Denver high school, as well as Young Life (a Christian organ
izatio n), Atherfies (girls' service organization), the French 
Club, and the Ski Club. Skiing is a family tradition with the 
Desmonds, and so it seems natural that Nancy puts it first as 
a special activ ity. She then adds golfing, swimming, piano, and 
ballet; and she is a life-saving and water-safety aide. 

MORE GRADUATES 

NANCY DESMOND 

This fall Nancy will enter the University of Denver to major 
in the liberal arts. Before that, however, there will be travel. 
Her plans for this summer include trips to California and to 
Min nesota with the Castaway Club of Young Life. 

A cum laude graduate was Catherine I Cathy} Dick, the 
daughter of Bettye and Charles Dick, who is manager of oper
ations-Mid-Continent area and technical co-ordinator of seis
mic systems. The Dicks now live in Houston, to which they 
moved from Midland, Texas. Cathy was graduated from Hous
ton's Westchester High School and belonged to Tri Theta. The 
University of Texas is Cathy's choice for college this fall. She 
plans to major in biology. 

A member of the graduating class of Memorial Senior High 
in Houston was Diane Dingman, daughter of Christine and 
Howard Dingman, vice president-western hemisphere opera-
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tions. During summer vacations from school Diane has played 
on a softball team and been a member of a swimming team. 
This summer, however, she is working, as a life guard for a 
swim club. Come fall Diane will go to Fort Worth to start her 
advanced education at Texas Christian University, where she 
will major in business education. 

Valedictorian of the class of 1969 of Jesuit High School, 
Shreveport, Louisiana, was Dan M. Grant, son of Pat and H. 
L. (Bud) Grant, vice president-eastern hemisphere operations. 
Being valedictorian is an honor, but that is only one of many 
- scholastic, athletic, and service - for this young Westerner. 

Dan was awarded two scholarships, one to St. Louis Uni-

CATHY DICK 

versity and the other to Georgetown University, Washington, 
D . C. (He elected to accept the latter and will major in phi
losophy.) He is a National Merit Commended student and also 
was chosen as an Outstanding Teenager for 1969 by the Out
standing Americans Foundation. As an Outstanding Teenager 
Dan is listed in the "Who's Who of American Teenagers." 
Also, he was a member of the National Honorary Society. 

A three-year basketball letterman, Dan was captain of Jesuit 
High 's basketball team this year and was also All-City and 
All-District basketball captain. His ability in this sport brought 
him high praise from his coach , which was published in a rlaily 
newspaper. The Jesuit basketball team (Flyers) won a berth 
in the district double-A play-offs but lost the first round in the 
state play-offs. Dan was also a member of his school's tennis 
team. 
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is Western's manager of data interpretation. Stephanie was a 
member of Delta Beta Sigma, national high school sorority, 
and chairman of her group's charity committee. This latter 
position fits in very well with Stephanie's kind character, for 
her expression of love to children, pets, and larger animals is 
unbounded. 
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will enable her to teach art in secondary schools or those that 
might be more helpful in fulfilling her ultimate goal. That is 
serving in the Peace Corps. " In some remote country, full of 
wild animals, monkeys, birds, cats, dogs, and children," her 
father adds. 

This spring Cora Anne I Nancy} Desmond was graduated 
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from Thomas Jefferson High , Denver. She is the daughter of 
Rita and Jack Desmond, manager-Rocky Mountain area. 
Nancy attended schools in Calgary, Canada, where Jack was 
vice president of Western of Canada, until 1963 when he trans
ferred to Denver. 

Nancy was a member of the National Honor Society in the 
Denver high school, as well as Young Life (a Christian organ
izatio n), Atherfies (girls' service organization), the French 
Club, and the Ski Club. Skiing is a family tradition with the 
Desmonds, and so it seems natural that Nancy puts it first as 
a special activ ity. She then adds golfing, swimming, piano, and 
ballet; and she is a life-saving and water-safety aide. 

MORE GRADUATES 

NANCY DESMOND 

This fall Nancy will enter the University of Denver to major 
in the liberal arts. Before that, however, there will be travel. 
Her plans for this summer include trips to California and to 
Min nesota with the Castaway Club of Young Life. 

A cum laude graduate was Catherine I Cathy} Dick, the 
daughter of Bettye and Charles Dick, who is manager of oper
ations-Mid-Continent area and technical co-ordinator of seis
mic systems. The Dicks now live in Houston, to which they 
moved from Midland, Texas. Cathy was graduated from Hous
ton's Westchester High School and belonged to Tri Theta. The 
University of Texas is Cathy's choice for college this fall. She 
plans to major in biology. 

A member of the graduating class of Memorial Senior High 
in Houston was Diane Dingman, daughter of Christine and 
Howard Dingman, vice president-western hemisphere opera-
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tions. During summer vacations from school Diane has played 
on a softball team and been a member of a swimming team. 
This summer, however, she is working, as a life guard for a 
swim club. Come fall Diane will go to Fort Worth to start her 
advanced education at Texas Christian University, where she 
will major in business education. 

Valedictorian of the class of 1969 of Jesuit High School, 
Shreveport, Louisiana, was Dan M. Grant, son of Pat and H. 
L. (Bud) Grant, vice president-eastern hemisphere operations. 
Being valedictorian is an honor, but that is only one of many 
- scholastic, athletic, and service - for this young Westerner. 

Dan was awarded two scholarships, one to St. Louis Uni-

CATHY DICK 

versity and the other to Georgetown University, Washington, 
D . C. (He elected to accept the latter and will major in phi
losophy.) He is a National Merit Commended student and also 
was chosen as an Outstanding Teenager for 1969 by the Out
standing Americans Foundation. As an Outstanding Teenager 
Dan is listed in the "Who's Who of American Teenagers." 
Also, he was a member of the National Honorary Society. 

A three-year basketball letterman, Dan was captain of Jesuit 
High 's basketball team this year and was also All-City and 
All-District basketball captain. His ability in this sport brought 
him high praise from his coach , which was published in a rlaily 
newspaper. The Jesuit basketball team (Flyers) won a berth 
in the district double-A play-offs but lost the first round in the 
state play-offs. Dan was also a member of his school's tennis 
team. 
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During his senior year Dan was busy in other school organ
izations, too. He was president of the Key Club (service organ
ization) and vice president of the Visual Arts Club as well as 
a member of both the Latin Club and the Forenthes~ic Society 
(combination debating-acting group) . In addition he served , 
for the fourth year, on the staff of the Flyer (school newspa
per). All of this in his senior year; his first three years at Jesuit 
High were as filled with clubs and offices. It is no wonder that 
when he was featured as "Flyer of the Month " in December, 
his story covered three columns. 

Outside of school Dan has written a published book of 
poetry, "Comments on My Period of Existence," and he 

AND MORE GRADUATES 

DIANE DINGMAN 

makes amateur movies. Last summer he participated in the 
summer early admissions program at Centenary College in 
Shreveport, taking freshman English and finite mathematics. 

James M. Hornsby, Jr., is another young Westerner of the 
1969 graduating class of Westchester High School in Houston. 
He is the son of Jane and Jim Hornsby, vice president-data 
processing. Young Jim will enter the University of Texas at 
Austin this fall. 

The son of a Westerner and a summer Westerner himself 
Mark Olson was graduated from Belmont High School in Lo~ 
~ngeles . Mark 's mother is Monique Amore, systems analyst 
m the Los Angeles office. With his diploma Mark also received 
an Academic Achievement Award and a scholarship to "Cal" 
State, plus an Attendance Award. 

A trombone player, Mark was active in the band at Belmont 
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High, which he attended one year. His first three years of sec
ondary education were obtained at Benson High School in 
Omaha, one of Nebraska's best and most difficult high schools. 
Coming to California at the end of his junior year, he worked 
in the shipping and receiving department of Western 's Los 
Angeles laboratory and shops ; and this summer he is working 
in the office of the lab. 

Mark plans to major in business administration when he 
enrolls in the California State College in east Los Angeles this 
fall. . 

"All work and no play" could never be applied to Karen 
Robinson as she was graduated in June from North Hollywood 

DAN GRANT 

High School , Los Angeles, with many and various honors. 
Karen is the oldest daughter of Lee and James E. (Jim) Rob
inson, contract administrator for Western. She is a Governor's 
Scholar; and only a half point (a B in driver's education) kept 
this graduate, who in her senior year was already taking uni
versity courses, from being valedictorian of her very large 
class in this three-year Los Angeles city high school. 

A member of the California Scholarship Federation for six 
semesters, Karen is thus a Gold Seal Bearer. She participated 
in the University of California at Los Angeles Honors Pro
gram; and it was in this school special program that she took 
astronomy and survey of Czech literature at UCLA during the 
fall and spring quarters, respectively, this past year. 

Karen received a Renssalaer Mathematics-Science Award , 
one of the Science Medallion Awards given by the Southern 
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California Industries Education Council, Rotary Club Mathe
matics Award, Bausch & Lomb Honorary Science Award, and 
a Bank of America Achievement Award Certificate for Labo
ratory Science. In addition to all of the above, Karen was 
elected to the Ephebian Society, a Los Angeles city school or
ganization. One out of every forty graduates are selected by 
students and faculty on the basis of school and community 
service for membership in this society. 

From the foregoing one would think that this young West
erner has her head stuck in a book every minute that sLe is 
not in class. Not so. Although reading is one of Karen's fa
vorite pastimes, she is also active in clubs. She belonged to the 

AND STILL MORE GRADUATES 

MARK OLSON 

American Field Service; Math Club, of which she was treasurer 
one semester in her junior year and president both semesters 
as a senior; Science Club, treasurer a semester as a junior and 
vice president her full senior year; Pep Club ; and these service 
clubs, Las Amitos as a sophomore, Las Doncellas as a junior, 
and Las Madrinas while a senior. 

Sports, especially .baseball and basketball, also rate high in 
Karen's interests, both in and out of school. She not only was 
a Girls Athletic Association lettergirl but also earned three 
go ld stars. Many has been the evening and weekend when 
Karen - and her dad - could be found playing ball in the 
neighborhood of their home. On at least nine days this summer 
Karen and Jim or Lee will be found at Dodger Stadium watch
ing a major league baseball game as Karen and sisters Rita 
and Janice were all Dodger-Times "A" Students this year. For 
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this each received two tickets to three games of her choice. 
Rita and Janice let Karen select for them and have their tickets 
for herself and one of their parents. 

Not all of Karen's summer will be spent in sports, however, 
for she is also working. As a nurses' aid in the Sepulveda Con
valescent Hospital, she has a busy day. This girl will be even 
busier this fall when she enters UCLA as an "honor student," 
for , being Karen, she is taking a full and heavy course. She is 
undecided as to whether her major will be chemistry or a 
combination of math and physical science; but she is not un
decided as to what she wants to do with her education. Karen 
plans to become a teacher. 

KAREN ROBINSON 

Another Western cum laude graduate is Deborah Joan 
Savit, daughter of Sandra and Carl H. Savit, vice president
research and development, Houston. Like Cathy Dick and 
young Jim Hornsby, Debbie was graduated from the West
chester High School, which she attended two years. Her pre
vious schools had been in Los Angeles, where the Savits lived 
unti l August 1967. 

In addition to graduating "with honors," Debbie was a 
member of the National Honor Society, the English Honor 
Society, the Spanish Honor Society, and Quill and Scroll 
(journalism). She also belonged to the Spanish Club and the 
Elementary School-tutoring Organization, of which she was 
vice president in the tenth grade. 

This fall Debbie will return to her native state and enroll 
in the University of San Diego at La Jolla. She is thinking of 
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51 



majoring in sociology. Last summer she traveled , going to Is
real ; this summer, however, she plans to work but at reporting 
time was uncertain where. 

Though David Williams has not lived in Alaska all of his 
life, he has had most of his schooling there as his family moved 
to Anchorage in late December 1957. Now, almost 12 years 
later, this oldest son of Billie and C. Q. (Quin) Williams has 
graduated from high school, the West Anchorage High School. 
His father is supervisor of non-operational matters in Alaska. 

David 's activities included the West High Chess Club, the 
Anchorage Curling Club, the Episcopal Youth Group, and 
"Share." He was a member of the steering committee of Share. 

THE LAST OF THE 10 GRADUATES 

DEBBIE SAVIT 

Working this summer on a Sharan base station in Alaska, 
as he did last summer, David will enter the University of 
Alaska this fall. He plans to major in general science. 

SEG AND WESTERNERS. The Society of Exploration Geo
physicists' 39th international convention will be hosted by the 
Canadian SEG September 14 to 18 in Calgary. Although the 
Calgary Stampede, featured in the Spring 1969 WESTERN 
PROFILE, will not be on, readers attending the convention will 
see and get some of the "flavor" of this famous celebration in 
the convention's social events, as well as broadening their 
technical knowledge by the papers at the business sessions and 
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by the exhibits. Incidentally, Western Geophysical will have an 
exhibit in Booths 57 through 60. 

The SEG Silver Certificate denoting 25 years' membership 
in the international society was presented to Supervisor John 
A. Adams at a luncheon meeting in Bakersfield, California. A 
Westerner for over 32 years, John lives in Bakersfield and su
pervises Pacific Coast land crews out of the Western office 
there. 

An Honorary Life Membership in the Pacific Coast Section 
of SEG was given to Curtis H. Johnson, senior research geo
physicist, at the Los Angeles annual joint meeting of SEG and 
AAPG (American Association of Petroleum Geologists). Curt 

DAVID WILLIAMS 

was one of the founders , in 1948, of the Pacific Coast Section 
and was its first president. Although he worked abroad in the 
interim, he has always maintained his membership in the Pa
cific Coast Section. He first joined the International SEG in 
1936 and was its president during the 1952-53 year and its 
vice president the previous year. 

Donald M. Blue, assistant to Vice President Tom L. Slaven 
in Los Angeles, was elected the 1969-70 president of the Pa
cific Coast Section. Don, who has been with Western eight 
years, was vice president of Pac SEG last year , its secretary
treasurer for one year, and its editor still another year. 

Another Westerner to make a geophysical society "first" 
is C. Q. (Quin) Williams, supervisor of Western's non-opera
tional matters in Alaska. The recently formed Alaska Geo
physical Society elected Quin its first president. This Westerner 
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Donny Watts, son of Party V-2 Surveyor H. D. (Slick I Watts and 
wife Jeanette, ho lds the third-place trophy that he won in the 
Pass, Punt, and Kick Football Competition in Whitesboro, Texas. 

is a Company "pioneer" in Alaska oil exploration, having first 
worked there in 1955; and Quin and his family have resided 
in Anchorage since late 1957. The Alaska Geophysical Soci
ety's first year's officers were announced at its June meeting, 
at which the program consisted of a review of the functions 
of the State Fish and Game and State Division of Lands re
garding regulations of geophysical activities. 

TWINS! The number of children of Wilmer E. and Linda Gale 
Denson doubled in one day with the birth of twin girls in the 
evening of June 1 at the North Caddo Memorial Hospital in 
Vivian, Louisiana. Jodie Lynne and Julie Dean were born one 
minute apart; their weights were only one ounce different, 
each over 4 pounds; and they measured the same length, 17 
inches. 

Wilmer has been a Westerner for over five years and is a 
computer operator in the digital center in Shreveport, Louisi
ana. Wilmer and Linda's other two children are Cheri Diane, 
who will be 5 years old in October ; and Jim Patrick, who was 
born last July. 

The girls' birth was unusual to Western. It is the first multi
ple birth that those who have been in the Company's personnel 
department for many years can recall. According to the law of 
averages, a multiple birth should have occurred in the Com
pany Jong before this. 

GATHER ING AT THE CITY PARK in Whitesboro, Texas, for 
an enjoyable picnic in early September were some of the wives 
and children of Party V-2. Those enjoying sandwiches and pop 
were Connie (Mrs. Roger) Coker, Jeanette (Mrs. H. D .) 
Watts and daughter Nancy Jo, Jean (Mrs. Harold) Busby and 
daughter Pamela, Sherry (Mrs. Don) Shipman, Mary (Mrs. 
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Robert) Nash, Nell (Mrs. Rex) Barton, Sherry (Mrs. Joe) 
Redding and sons Robbie and Rocky, Barbara (Mrs. Billy) 
Scoggins, Carolyn (Mrs. Jimmie) Rodgers and children Shere 
and Jimmie, Brenda (Mrs. Wayne) Crawford and children 
Petey and Rhonda, and Jeane (Mrs. Bill) Callan and children 
Chuck and Kathy. 

Don Barton, son of Vibrator Operator Rex Barton and wife 
Nell, made the football team during our stay in Whitesboro, 
Texas. Shirley Coker, daughter of Party Manager Roger Coker 
and wife Connie, and Donny Watts, son of Surveyor H. D. 
(Slick) Watts and wife Jeanette, were in the Christmas play at 
Whitesboro Junior High. Donny also won the third-place tro
phy in the 11-year-olds' division of the Pass, Punt, and Kick 
Football Competition sponsored by Ford. 

Party V-2 started the New Year off with a big bang, by 

Above - Meg Coker poses in her Brownie uniform. Meg, daughter 
of Party Manager Roger Coker and wife Connie, was a member of 
Brownie Troop 86 when Party V-2 was in Whitesboro, Texas. 

Below - Terry Nash, son of Party V-2 Vibrator Operator Robert 
Nash and wife Mary, is shown in his costume for a school play. 
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Families of Party V-2 men picnic in the park in Whitesboro, Texas. 
Those shown are, fram the left: Mrs. Wayne Crawford holding 
Rhonda, Mrs . Rex Barton, Mrs. H. D. !Slick! Watts, baby Pamela 
Busby, Mrs. Don Shipman, Mrs. Joe Redding, and Mrs. Bill Callan . 

moving to El Paso, Texas, a distance of 714 miles from 
Whitesboro. 

In March Nell Barton and Mary Nash gave a baby shower 
honoring Barbara Scoggins, wife of Recording Helper Billy 
Scoggins. The shower was held in Nell's mobile home. Those 
enjoying cake, punch, and coffee were: the honoree, Mrs. 
J immie Rodgers, Mrs. Joe Redding, Mrs. Bill Callan, Mrs. 
Roger Coker, Mrs. H. D . (Slick) Watts, Mrs. Wayne Craw
fo rd, Mrs. Harold Busby, and the hostesses. 

Kim Call an made the honor roll at Cadwaller Elementary 
School in El Paso, and Shirley Coker and Donny Watts were 
on the Ysleta Elementary School honor ro ll in El Paso. Shirley 
graduated from the eighth grade this spring. - Jeanette Watts 
and Connie Coker. 

NOW IT IS THREE AND THREE - th ree boys and three girls 
for Pat and H . L. (Bud) Grant, vice president-eastern hemis
phere ope rat ions, Shreveport, Louisiana. The score was evened 
with the birth of Amy Beth March 23 . She put in her appear
ance at I :21 P.M. at Schumpert Memorial Hospital , weighing 
in at 6 pounds 11 ounces and measuring 19 Y:z inches long. 
Amy Beth's th ree brothers are Daniel , Michael, and Patrick, 
ages 18, 17, and 15, respectively ; and her sisters are Mary 
Kathleen , 12, an d Jane Marie, 9. 

BOOLEAN ALGEBRA has aga in made a first-place winner of 
Paul Ross , son of Felicita and Joseph C. Ross, Western's tech
nical co-ordinator of digital processing. Last March this ninth
grade student entered his project on Boolean algebra, the 
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"mathematics of logic," in the first Caddo Parish (Louisiana) 
Science Fair and won first place. (Last year with a different 
project on the same subject Paul won first place at the Louisi
ana State Science Fair. Also, when in the sixth grade he placed 
first in the district for science projects.) 

T he 1969 State Science Fair was next on Paul's agenda. · 
Going to Northwestern State College in Natchitoches in April 
for it, he won first place in the mathemat ics division for junior 
high students. Although not eligible to enter a project in the 
International Science Fair in Fort Worth , Texas, because en
tries were restricted to senior high students, Paul was awarded 
an expense-paid trip to the International in May. Busy boy! 

Paul, whose mother is a native of Ita ly, was born in the 
northern part of that country, where he lived for his first eight 
years. During that time his father was a Western party chief 
in Italy. Then the family moved to Shreveport, Louisiana ; and 
Joe became associated with the digita l center there while Paul 
became active in the Boy Scouts and stamp collecting and 
began to develop his interests in science and mathematics. This 
summer the Rosses moved to Houston. 

Beth Goodgame proudly holds the trophy she won al the Nevada 
slate spelling contest in Reno. Beth , an eighth-grader in the contest, 
is the daughter of Party Manager James 0 . Goodgame and hi s wife 
Della, Party V-4, then in Ely, Nevada, and now in Cedar City, Utah. 

SPELLING CHAMPIONS. Party Manager Jim and Della Good
game are proud of their daughters . Beth and Cindy won the 
spelling championships for their school in Ely, Nevada, and 
went on to the county contest, in which Beth won firs t place. 
She then went to Reno for the state con test and tied for first 
place but lost to the other contestant in the run-off. She won a 
lovely trophy for second place, however, and is very pleased 
with it . Beth graduated from the eighth grade this spring and 
is an honor student. Cindy finished the sixth grade. 

Some of the Party V-4 men 's wives and children met at the 
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city park for a picnic. Although Party V-4 is not a new one, 
there were several new faces. Among those present were Bella 
(Mrs. G . A.) Mondragon and children, Connie (Mrs. Ray) 
Olivas and Patrick, Evelyn (Mrs. Carl) Sivage, Donna (Mrs. 
Eugene) Renz and sons, Frances (Mrs. C. E.) Chisholm and 
Chris, and Della (M rs. J. 0.) Goodgame. Of those present 
only Bella is of the original party. Connie came from Party 
V-9 and the last four lad ies from Party 36 in Wyoming. A 
good time was had visiti ng and finding out about friends in 
other parts of the country. - Della Goodgame. 

W ESTERN STUDENT "CAMPUS PERSONALITY. " Scott Rush
ing, son of Marine Supervisor Crawford J. Rushing and wife 
Delores, was graduated from the Perk inston (Mississippi) Jun
ion College in May and plans to go on to a senior college. This 
spri ng the co llege newspaper carried the following "Campus 
Personality" story about this Western son: 

"Scott Rushing, a baseball star on campus, gets the attention 
of our Personality column this month. Scott is 19 years old 
and stands 6' I" tall. He is the son . . . He lives in Biloxi 
(Mississippi) , where he attended Notre Dame High School. 

"Scott's favorite subject is history, while he plans to coach 
in the future. Scott wants to attend South East Louisiana after 
finis hing here at Perk. 

"Hunting and fishing are among Scott 's interests . He enjoys 
part icipating in many sports also. 

"Pizza is Scott's favori te food. His favorite popular song 
is 'Magic Carpet Ride' by his favorite recording artist, Stepen
wolf. Natalie Wood rated as Scott's favor ite actress. 

"Scott said that if he had an idol, it would have to be Bob 
Gibson, pitcher for the St. Louis Cardinals. 

"Scott said, 'PERK'S BASE BALL TEAM IS NUMBER 
ONE!'" 

Now to Scott's parents: A Westerner for seven years in the 
mari ne transport division, Crawford at first worked out of the 
Pasacagoula, Mississippi, office. Late in 1967 his base was 
changed to London, from where he looks after haulouts and 

SUMMER 1969 

Anchorage Shop Superintendent Oliver t Ol
lie I Krein (center) receives his 15-Year 
Service Pin from Shop Supervisor V. J. !Vici 
Metta sch I right) as Party Manager Darrell 
Clapsaddle, about to complete his 15th 
year, looks on. The setting is the new An
chorage shop, appropriate for Ollie as he 
has worked for Western in Alaska almost 
continuously since January 1957 and has 
b~en head of the shop there for many years. 

maintenance of Western's vessels in the European-African area. 
Crawford's wife later moved to London, and the Rushings 

are residing in Hampton, not far from the Company's office 
in Hounslow. Delores likes living in London and has made 
many new friends among Westerners and their wives. They 
have contributed much to making her stay there enjoyable. 
This spring she was honored with a surprise birthday party by 
one of the ladies. Crawford made it even more of a surprise 
when he had a dozen yellow roses delivered to Delores during 
the luncheon. 

Scott Rushing, son of Marine Supervisor Crawford J. Rushing and 
wife Delores, was graduated this spring from Perkinston Junior 
College in Mississippi. He plans to go on lo a senior college. 
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JAMES EDWARD HODGES, 111, was graduated from Texas 
A&M University late this summer. He is the son of Mr. and 
Mrs. J. Edward Hodges, Jr.; and his mother, Jeanne, is a sec
retary in the Houston instrumentation laboratory. Jim majored 
in economics. He expects to go into the army. 

PARTY R-6 IN HOUSTON moved in February from 8100 
Westpark Drive to its new location at 6218 Evergreen Street. 
Since we last appeared in the "Windstrip," there has only been 

This green poster was used by Mark Savit, son of Vice President 
Carl H. Savit and wife Sandra, Houston, in his successful campaign 
for election as vice president of academic affairs at the University 
of Southern California in Los Angeles for the year 1 969-1970. 
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one new employee, this reporter. I am Karen Berry, assistant 
computer. I have been with Western since February, and I am 
very happy to be part of the "Western Family." Among the 
other Party R-6 employees you will find, of course, Party Chief 
John J. Amato, Assistant Computer Mike Shoup, and Com
puter Rex Seger. - Karen Berry. 

REORGANIZATION IN ANCHORAGE. Due to the tremendous 
activity on the North Slope of Alaska, it became necessary to 
reorganize the activities of some of the Anchorage office per
sonnel early this summer. C. Q. (Quin) Williams remains as 
supervisor of non-operational funct ions, and Herman A. Sem
eliss has become a full supervisor in charge of crew operations. 
Assisting Herman is Roy Morris, recently promoted to assist
ant field supervisor. The new shop facilities in Anchorage are 
under the direction of Supervisor Y. J. (Vic) Mittasch. 

TEMPERS AND PA Tl ENCE have been successfully tested as 
employees in the Houston office have worked under crowded 
conditions and construction confusion; but this has been neces
sary to accommodate the expanding research and development 
department, the instrumentation lab , and field service person
nel , as well as a number of supervisory and administrative peo
ple coming in from Shreveport, Louisiana, and Los Angeles. 

Also in preparation for these additions, an ultra modern 
switchboard and telephone system has been installed in our 
building. We are the first in this area to have this series, and 
everyone has been very co-operative in learning to use the 
new system efficiently. Connie Buck and Marsha Fort are being 
trained to assist in swi tchboard operation and receptionist du
ties. We are proud of our expansion and want to welcome all 
new employees, as well as those joining us from other offices. 
We hope that they will share our feeling that this is a great 
place to work. 
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Two of the "Gal Fridays" in the 
Houston office smile for the camera. 
Seated is Beryl Miller, secretary to 
Howard Dingman, vice president
western hemisphere operations, and 
Fred J. Di Giulio, manager of oper
ations-East and Gulf Coasts. Stand
ing is Bettie Nielson, secretary to 
V. C. Boyd, manager of operations
South America, and Don Luce, as
sistant supervisor-South America. 

The greatest concentration of newcomers 1s m the instru
mentation lab. Included are Digital Equipment Engineers Ed
ward Kravel, David Bovee, and Oscar Sanchez; E lectronic 
Engineers Dennis Rochester, John Chow, Charles Chiu, John 
Sheffer, and Albert Townsend; E lectronic Technicians David 
Kotzebue and George Obregon; Wiremen Rose Muse and Lil
lie Stewart; Drafting Department Supervisor Chester Atchison, 
Senior Draftsmen Reuben Yanez and George Manjarrez, and 
Draftsmen Paul Rosales and Jay Lanthrip ; and Stock Clerk 
Steve Reed. 

Electronic Engineer Homer Purtle, who has worked with 

Below are three new members of the "Western Family" in Houston. 
Left - Lisa Marie Eubanks was born February 21 to Debbie and T. 
W. Eubanks, playback shift leader. Center - Phillip Gary Squires, 
born January 13, was 2 months old when this picture was taken. 

SUMMER 1969 

the above department since graduation from college, as well 
as during summers while in school, is now on military leave 
of absence , serving in the U.S. Army Air Force for two years. 
Digital Equipment Supervisor Dave Shave has returned to 
London after three months in Houston. His wife Shirley and 
children An,nabell and Rosalyn had joined Dave here expecting 
to remain for a longer period, but activity in the area served 
by the London office required his return. Jeanne Hodges, sec
retary for the department, is looking forward to the graduation 
of her son, Jim, from Texas A&M in August. 

Vice President J. M. (Jim) Hornsby was a speaker at the 

His parents are Rose Ann and James Squires, field supervisor for 
Houston instrumentation . He has a 3-year-old sister, Mary Elaine. 
Right - Michael Wayne Barker arrived March 17 to bring happi
ness to home of Computer Operator Wayne Barker and wife Kathy. 
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Above - Watching the operation of the new printing machine in 
the Houston d igital center are, from left : Junior Draftsman James 
Woodall ; Senior Draftsman Henry Wise, who co-ordinates drafting 
and printing operations; the printing machine representative; and 
Reproduction Technician Wilma Bearden, who operates the machine. 
Below - Joe E. Rogers, supervisor of communications, is placing a 
call from the Houston radio center to one of Western 's ships . 

convention of the Pacific Coast Section of the Society of Ex
ploqition Geophysicists in Long Beach, California , this spring. 
The Western officer's paper was titled "The Seismic Record 
Section in Depth." 

The student body of the University of Southern California 
elected Mark Savit its vice president. The son of Vice Presi
dent and Mrs. Carl H. Savit, Houston, Mark took over his new 
office at this large university in Los Angeles on May 1 and will 
serve for the academic year 1969-70. As an officer of the As
sociated Students he is a member of the Faculty-Student Sen
ate. Mark, who is majoring in philosophy and pre-law, will be 
a senior this fall. 

Margaret Seward joined the Houston digital center program
ming staff on graduation from the University of Texas last 
January. Her engagement to Mike Rowan was announced 
Easter weekend, and the wedding will be August 23 in Hous
ton. 

Senior Tape Librarian John Bennett and his staff have been 
very busy consolidating their facilities in one central location, 
uti lizing a new storage system that greatly increases the ir stor
age capability with a decrease in actual floor space occupied. 

New faces in the drafting department include Draftsmen 
Marsha ll Eggers, Ovess Thompson, Jimmy Wooten, and John 
Jessen; James Saunders; and Junior Draftsman James Woodall 
(transferred from the Party 75 field crew). Junior Draftsman 
Marie Cross recently returned to this department after getting 
her new baby girl orien ted to a routine that would accommo
date her mother's working schedule. Senior Draftsman Henry 
Wise co-ordinates the work of the drafting and reproduction 
departments. Reproduction of data has been expedited by Re
production Technician Wilma Bearden's efficient operation of 
a new printing machine. She is assisted by Michael Cardenas. 
- Flo Schmidt. 

Above - Looking over the new reel racks in the tape library in 
Houston are Gloria Lezon and Ron Howard, tape librarians. Left -
R. V. !Bobby) Collins !left), computer operations manager in the 
Shreveport data processing center but in the Houston office on 
business, talks to Programmers Margaret Seward and Tony Castiglie. 
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Right - Pau sing for the camera in Houston are, from the left: As
sista nt Pla yback Manager Mike McCormic, Playback Instrument Su
perviso r Bernard Garne r, and Cle rk Dena Odum. Be low - These 
g irls in the Housto n in strumentation lab are, from left: Joyce Sicin
ski, Lillie Stewart, Fay Meye r, Rose Muse , and Mary Lee Wilson . 

UNUSUAL HOBBY - SKY DIVING! George McCullough , 
who is working as a radio operator in Western's communica
tions department while continuing his studies at the University 
of Houston, gives an account of his unusual hobby, which he 
enjoyed unti l - well, let George tell it! 

"When · I was 11, I saw my first parachute jump in San 
Marcus, Texas. I remember having goose bumps over the 
thought of jumping out of an airplane when nothing was wrong 
with the plane. Until 1963 I dreamed of someday being a sky 
diver and being able to fall through space at 140 miles per 
hour, viewing the ground a mi le or so down before pulling the 
rip cord that would avoid a hard, sudden stop. 

"In Austin, Texas, I met a guy who had started jumping 
wi th a newly formed sky diving club sponsored by the U ni
versity of Texas. He introduced me to the members of the club 
and the equi pment used for the sport. Sgt. Paul Ross, the club 
co-ordinator, gave me my first lesson on the art of jumping 
without killing myself. 

"Bad weather delayed my first jump for weeks until I almost 
gave up the idea. Finally on January 5, 1963, I was given the 
word to make that jump, which was in Taylor, Texas. T his was 
a very small town, and the airport was tiny, with only one 
plane. It was a Cessna 170, wh ich could carry three jumpers 
at the most, with one small door to jump from. I was helped 
into my parachute harness and checked head to foot by Ser
geant Ross, who was giving me last-minute instructions. I 
squeezed in to the Cessna with Ross and was told that my jump 
would be 3,000 feet, right over the air field. 

"Our plane made the takeoff with one door removed and 
me in the empty door space. Climbing to 3,000 feet wasn't 
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Above - Proud of the new, modern switchboard and telephone sys
tem installed in the Houston office are Flo Schmidt <center I, recep
tionist, and her relief operators, Connie Buck (seated behind Flol 
and Marsha Fort (standing) . Below - Houston's personnel mana
ger, Rex Hodges, and his secretary, Shari Watts, discuss the loca
tion of the entrance to their section of the expanded facilities . 
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a new printing machine. She is assisted by Michael Cardenas. 
- Flo Schmidt. 

Above - Looking over the new reel racks in the tape library in 
Houston are Gloria Lezon and Ron Howard, tape librarians. Left -
R. V. !Bobby) Collins !left), computer operations manager in the 
Shreveport data processing center but in the Houston office on 
business, talks to Programmers Margaret Seward and Tony Castiglie. 
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Right - Pau sing for the camera in Houston are, from the left: As
sista nt Pla yback Manager Mike McCormic, Playback Instrument Su
perviso r Bernard Garne r, and Cle rk Dena Odum. Be low - These 
g irls in the Housto n in strumentation lab are, from left: Joyce Sicin
ski, Lillie Stewart, Fay Meye r, Rose Muse , and Mary Lee Wilson . 

UNUSUAL HOBBY - SKY DIVING! George McCullough , 
who is working as a radio operator in Western's communica
tions department while continuing his studies at the University 
of Houston, gives an account of his unusual hobby, which he 
enjoyed unti l - well, let George tell it! 

"When · I was 11, I saw my first parachute jump in San 
Marcus, Texas. I remember having goose bumps over the 
thought of jumping out of an airplane when nothing was wrong 
with the plane. Until 1963 I dreamed of someday being a sky 
diver and being able to fall through space at 140 miles per 
hour, viewing the ground a mi le or so down before pulling the 
rip cord that would avoid a hard, sudden stop. 

"In Austin, Texas, I met a guy who had started jumping 
wi th a newly formed sky diving club sponsored by the U ni
versity of Texas. He introduced me to the members of the club 
and the equi pment used for the sport. Sgt. Paul Ross, the club 
co-ordinator, gave me my first lesson on the art of jumping 
without killing myself. 

"Bad weather delayed my first jump for weeks until I almost 
gave up the idea. Finally on January 5, 1963, I was given the 
word to make that jump, which was in Taylor, Texas. T his was 
a very small town, and the airport was tiny, with only one 
plane. It was a Cessna 170, wh ich could carry three jumpers 
at the most, with one small door to jump from. I was helped 
into my parachute harness and checked head to foot by Ser
geant Ross, who was giving me last-minute instructions. I 
squeezed in to the Cessna with Ross and was told that my jump 
would be 3,000 feet, right over the air field. 

"Our plane made the takeoff with one door removed and 
me in the empty door space. Climbing to 3,000 feet wasn't 
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Above - Proud of the new, modern switchboard and telephone sys
tem installed in the Houston office are Flo Schmidt <center I, recep
tionist, and her relief operators, Connie Buck (seated behind Flol 
and Marsha Fort (standing) . Below - Houston's personnel mana
ger, Rex Hodges, and his secretary, Shari Watts, discuss the loca
tion of the entrance to their section of the expanded facilities . 



George McCullough, Western radio operator in Houston, is shown in a jump from 4,500 feet for a 15-second "fre·e fall' over San Marcus, Texas. 

bad; but knowing that in a short while I, the dreamer, would 
be stepping out into that cold, strong, cruel wind and jumping 
into oblivion, the interval seemed only a few seconds until my 
parachute opened. At the jump altitude Ross screamed instruc
tions to the pilot over the din of noisy wind, tapped my hel
met, and told me to swing both feet out into the doorway until 
he gave me the word to jump free of the plane. 

"My stomach felt extremely nauseated, and my thoughts 
were wild with imagination. Anxiety swept over me like fire 
to get it over with before I 'chickened out.' At last Ross leaned 
over my shoulder and said, 'Swing out onto the wheel , grab 
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the strut, and wait about two seconds; then push as hard as 
you can outward into the air and spread-eagle.' 

"This I did with a lot of anticipation. Before I knew what 
had happened, I was floating gently to earth watching the 
traffic on the highway, farmers on their tractors, and the guys 
watching my progress from the landing spot. When I hit the 
turf, my lower tooth went right through my tongue! 

"When I quit sky diving in May of 1968, I had made a 
total of 54 jumps. My career ended when my wife saw me 
.jump. As a matter of fact, I had to sell my equipment that 
very day." 
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tions to the pilot over the din of noisy wind, tapped my hel
met, and told me to swing both feet out into the doorway until 
he gave me the word to jump free of the plane. 
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to get it over with before I 'chickened out.' At last Ross leaned 
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the strut, and wait about two seconds; then push as hard as 
you can outward into the air and spread-eagle.' 

"This I did with a lot of anticipation. Before I knew what 
had happened, I was floating gently to earth watching the 
traffic on the highway, farmers on their tractors, and the guys 
watching my progress from the landing spot. When I hit the 
turf, my lower tooth went right through my tongue! 

"When I quit sky diving in May of 1968, I had made a 
total of 54 jumps. My career ended when my wife saw me 
.jump. As a matter of fact, I had to sell my equipment that 
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