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T HE YEAR 1968 was a good year for Western! The 
tremendous in vestment that we made in 19 6 7 in 

personnel training, improved equipment, and ex
panded facilities enabled us to serve the petroleum 
industry more effectively in the active world-wide 
search for new oil reserves. 

While conducting operations at the highest level in 
our history, we also continued our development of new 
technologies and the expansion of our capabilities. 
The following are some of the more important projects 

of 1968. 
1. A digital research center was established in 

Houston. It is designed to assure our continuing lead 
in digital data processing and in the development of 
special digital recording systems. This group is now 
occupying its new modern facility. 

2. Western's very active Far East operations are 
now managed and supported by our new fully-staffed 
headquarters in Singapore. This facility enables us 
to provide the most efficient and effective seismic ser
vice possible in this important area. 

3. Our new administrative, laboratory, and shop 
building has been completed in Anchorage, Alaska. 
This new facility was required to meet the demands 
of the expanded operations in Alaska. There are few 
places in the world that offer a greater challenge to 
the geophysical field crews. A strong support facility 
is essential for these operations. 

4. A new fully-integrated Satellite-Inertial Plat
form-Doppler Sonar positioning system has been 
developed for our marine operations. This was accom
plished through the joint efforts of Western and the 
Guidance and Control Division of Litton. We are con
fident that this is the finest of the new systems being 
offered to the petroleum industry. 

Many other important projects are being actively 
pursued by Western. The technologies that we are 
now employing and the new ones that we are devel
oping, combined with the special talents, efforts, and 
enthusiasm of Western personnel, promise to make 
1969 another good year. Never before have we been 
faced with such a variety of challenges and oppor
tunities. Never before have we been so well prepared 
to meet these challenges and to take advantage of 
these opportunities! 
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rr'> THE TOURIST visiting Calgary, Alberta,. for the first 
1 time, it would appear as if the whole city had gone 

completely mad. From a distance he will hear the haunting 
throb of Indian drums, and just around the corner he will 
see a long line of mounted warriors clad in beaded and 
buckskin outfits, their gaily feathered war bonnets flutter
ing in the wind. Behind them ride their families, the women 
and children of various tribes. At the other end of the block 

Some lucky person who attended the 1 968 Calgary Stam
pede held the lucky number for this $75,000 gold brick. 

The Calgary Stampede's Chuckwa
gon Races are world famous . In 
this race the chuckwagons with 
their mounted outriders, off to a 
good start after completing a fig
ure eight around their starting po
sition barrels, head for the track 
in a vicious race against time. 

are western-attired cowgirls sitting erect in their saddles 
and singing to the guitar music of a half dozen western 
troubadors. On another block, moving at a fast trot, is a 
chuckwagon drawn by four horses and flanked by its four 
outriders. The driver swings the wagon into the curb. A 
cook stove is tossed out on the street; and in a few minutes 
the delicious aroma of coffee, bacon, and hotcakes draws 
hundreds of visitors and native Calgarians into line for a 
free breakfast, ranch style, courtesy of one of the local 
retail outlets. Around the corner another breathtaking 
scene unfolds as many hundreds of western merrymakers 
square dance to the music of several western bands. Amqng 
this crowd bankers, lawyers, business executives, clerks, 
cowboys and cowgirls, farmers, and visitors from every 
land join hands and dance in the true spirit of the great 
Old West, rendering carnival and hoopla in the best west
ern tradition. 

While many thousands of people enjoy themselves down
town, a much larger and more exciting scene presents itself 
at the home of the "Greatest Outdoor Show on Earth," 
the Calgary Stampede. At the Stampede grounds thousands 
of people are roaming up and down the midway as loud
speakers from more than a hundred side shows blare forth 
their messages. Here you can purchase a chance on any
thing from a 50-cent kewpie doll to the latest deluxe model 
automobile station wagon with a fully equipped holiday 
trailer, and for just a dollar you can buy a chance on a 
$75,000 gold brick. In this section of the grounds the 
world's biggest traveling midway, the Royal American 
Shows, is doing a fantastic business. 

Immediately adjacent to the midway you can hear the 
roar of 30,000 excited rodeo fans as the world's top cow
boys from ranch districts all over Canada, the United 
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Special guest at the 1 968 Calgary Stampede, Peter Breck, star of 
television's show "Big Valley," rides in the parade. In the back
ground one can see some of the 200,000 spectators who line the 
two-and-a-half-mile route to see opening-day Stampede Parade. 

States, and various parts of the world, both professional 
and amateur, match their wits and muscle against the wild 
horses, bulls, and steers. They are battling for cash and 
trophies in excess of $100,000. You will not find any of 
the television cowboys here, for these boys really know 
their stuff. Daily they work for their livelihood on wild 
horses and Brahma bulls. Here is where boys as young as 
10 years old come out of the chutes astride pesky, bucking 

steers to compete in the amateur division in the first lap 
on the long road to professional achievement or oblivion. 

Later in the evening it is time for the world-famous 
Chuckwagon Races, a contest of more than 50 outfits from 
as many different ranches competing in the world's wildest 
horse-drawn wagon race for cash prizes in excess of 
$40,000 and for the title of World Champion Chuckwagon 
Driver. There are eight heats nightly, with four outfits in 
each heat. Each outfit consists of four mounted outriders 
accompanying a chuckwagon with its driver and team of 
four horses. The chuckwagons line up at infield starting 
positions marked by barrels. At the sound of a gun the 
outriders throw the range-land stove into the chuckwagon 
and mount their horses, and each outfit makes a complete 
figure eight around its starting position barrels and then 
heads out of the infield for the race track and around the 
track to the winning post. Sometimes these chuckwagons 
hit the track four abreast, occasionally resulting in injury 
to drivers, horses, outriders, or all of them. It is the wildest 
form of horse racing since Ben Hur's chariot race. 

Immediately after the chuckwagon races, a huge stage 
is rolled into place in front of the grandstand, and the 
20,000 spectators now settle down to see a two-hour stage 
production of internationally known stars of stage and 
screen and variety acts from all parts of the world. This 
is not the end of the evening, however, for a fireworks 
display featuring golden rockets and artistic displays in 
pyrotechnics is the salutary conclusion to another day of 
our big western celebration, the Calgary Stampede. For 
the tourist and his family it has been a big day, rising early 
in the morning to participate in the street events downtown 

This float, one of the many that 
decorated last year's Stampede Pa
rade, carries the theme of the 1968 
Calgary Exhibition and Stampede, 
a "Salute to Agriculture." More 
than 1,200 prize-winning head of 
purebred cattle, horses, sheep, and 
swine and cereal grains especially 
developed to thrive in the hardy 
Canadian climate and excel on the 
world market were displayed in a 
section of the Exhibition Grounds. 

3 
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and then crossing the city to the Exhibition Grounds (open 
at noon) for the day's activities there, which they do not 
want to miss. 

This "Greatest Show on Earth" is opened with the an
nual Calgary Stampede Parade. This is one of the more 

4 

A colorful scene, the Royal Canadian Mounted Police, dressed in 
their scarlet tunics, "troop the colors" in the Stampede Parade. 

colorful parades held in North America, for it contains 
more than 50 bands, well over 200 mounted Indians in 
tribal regalia with their squaws and children, mounted 
cowboys and cowgirls, chuckwagons, and floats. T~o 
hundred thousand people gather on the streets of the two
and-a-half-mile route to see this parade. 

After the parade, it is time to go back to the Exhibitio~ 
Grounds, where in one section they can view a complete 
Indian village featuring 40 or 50 teepees and where more 
than 500 Indians from the Blackfoot, Piegan, Sarcee, and 
Stony tribes sing and chant their war dances for the many 
thousands of visitors. Close by the Indian village is the 
Big Four Building, one of Canada's largest exhibit build
ings, which attracts more than 500,000 visitors during 
Stampede Week to enjoy its amazing display of commercial 
and art exhibits. (In the winter the Big Four Building is 
transformed into the world's largest curling rink with 48 
sheets of curling ice under one roof.) In another section 
of the Exhibition Grounds, agriculture is the theme with 
more than 1,200 prize-winning head of purebred cattle, 
horses, sheep, and swine and cereal grains especially de
veloped to thrive in the hardy Canadian climate and excel 
on the world market all displayed. 

For 355 days of the year Calgary maintains a reputation 
as Canada's fastest growing and most progressive city. 
Located in southern Alberta in the heart of the ranching 
and grain areas, Calgary is the home of more than 150 
Canadian head offices of oil companies. It forms a good 
setting for the wildest and craziest 10-day period of out
door entertainment ever presented. The "Greatest Outdoor 
Show on Earth" is an appelation well earned for the 

WESTERN PROFILE 

Calgary Exhibition and Stampede, which is now famous 
throughout all parts of the world. No other major exhibi
bition in North America can even hope to match its pro
gram of events and the excellence in speed of its presen
tation that prompts a modern thriving city of 400,000 to 
go western. 

In its 10-day run it attracts close to a million people, 
and it offers the world's largest rodeo in terms of events, 
entries, and prize money. This big show has been the host 
to queens and princesses, political figures, and stars of en
tertainment known to the world. In 1966 Calgary had the 
pleasure of having the late Senator Robert F. Kennedy 
officiate at the opening ceremonies of this "Greatest Out
door Show on Earth." Last year we had the honor of the 

The lights of the Royal American Shows 
on the midway of the Calgary Exhibition 
and Stampede Grounds provide a spectac
ular night view from atop a ferris wheel. 

SPRING 1969 

The Indian sections of Calgary's 1968 
Parade were some of the most popular 
sections. Shown in the two pictures at 
the left are mounted warriors in full 
regalia and some of the family members. 

Duke and Duchess of Kent officiating at our opening cere
monies. For Calgarians it is the time when they can shed 
the usual office dress and don the colorful regalia of the 
cowboy or cowgirl. Persons in all phases of the life and 
commerce of Calgary can be seen dressed in their western 
outfits, usually topped off with a 10-gallon Stetson cowboy 
hat. 

We at Western Geophysical of Canada extend the warm
est invitation to members of the "Western Family" through
out the world to visit us during the time of our Calgary 
Stampede, the first two weeks of July. Why don't you make 
your next vacation a trip to the "Greatest Outdoor Show 
on Earth" - the colorful and exciting Calgary Exhibition 
and Stampede? 
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Two Westerners Have 
New Off iuer Titles 

PRESIDENT BOOTH B. STRANGE 

AWESTERN GEOPHYSICAL official has become a Litton 
officer, and a Western manager has become a West

ern officer, both last December. 
Western President Booth B. Strange was appointed a 

corporate vice president of our parent company, Litton 
Industries, Inc., Beverly Hills, California. (Becoming a 
Litton vice president does not change his status as our 
president.) The appointment was announced by Joseph S. 
Imirie, Litton senior vice president and head of the pro
fessional services and equipment group, of which Western 
is a part. 

James M. (Jim) Hornsby, formerly manager of our dig
ital development program, was elected a vice president of 
Western Geophysical, with responsibility for the Compa- . 
ny's world-wide digital data processing. He will continue 
to direct the work of the digital programming staff. 

WESTERN PROFILE 

Booth Strange is known to all Westerners either person
ally or by reputation as he has been with the Company for 
almost 33 years. Many newer members of the "Western 
Family," however, have not had the opportunity to know 
the background of their president; so here is a brief review 
of it: 

A native of Kingston, Oklahoma, Booth Strange at
tended the University of Oklahoma at Norman, where he 
was graduated with a general engineering degree. His 
courses emphasized petroleum engineering and mathe
matics. The faculty selected him for the Letzeiser Award 
as the outstanding University senior. He was president of 
Tau Beta Pi, honorary engineering fraternity, and vice 
president of the University's men's council. 

Starting his Western career on June 9, 1936, as an 
assistant computer, our current president had progressed 
through the various field positions to supervisor by 1943. 
Seven years later he was made a vice president and di
rector of the Company and established the Mid-Continent 
Division office in Shreveport, Louisiana. The year 1965 
brought two changes of title; on May 1 he became execu
tive vice president and on September 1 president. He has 
two presidential offices, one in Houston and the other in 
Los Angeles. 

In addition to his responsibilities for land geophysical 
exploration, President Strange has been principally in
volved in the development of Western Geophysical's auto
mated data processing operations and marine exploration 
services. World-wide in scope, the Company's marine op
erations are conducted by a fleet of 24 specialized seismic 
vessels. Also, he has directed a large part of our over-all 
expansion into foreign oil-prospect areas. 

The Western president and his wife, Laura, and their 
fami ly now make their home in Houston. The family con
sists of five children: Amelia, age 14 years; Eric, 11; Carl, 
8; Barry, nearing 2; and baby Margaret, born last Sep
tember. 

A Westerner just since late 1966, Jim joined the Com
pany October 17 as the manager of the Houston digital 
center. Less than two years later, in June 1968, he was 
promoted to manager of digital program development. 
Then in December President Strange announced Jim's 
election to a vice presidency of Western. 

Before joining our Company, Jim spent twelve years 
with a major oil company and two years with a university 
as an instructor. A geophysicist, Jim worked for the oil 
company from 19 52 to 1964 in the area of gravity and 
seismic exploration . Three of these years were in the firm's 
Denver office doing seismic review. Transferred by the 
firm to New Orleans in 1955, as a problem analyst in the 
technical section, he organized the technical programming 
section in the computer department, thus beginning his 
computer career. He became supervisor of the company's 
technical digital programs. 

While pursuing graduate studies in applied statistics at 

SPRING 1969 

Tulane University, New Orleans, from 1964 to 1966, Jim 
became a member of the staff of the university's computer 
center. He taught computer sciences, supervised systems 
programming, and was a consultant in statistical problems. 

Although our new vice president is a native of Kentucky, 
he considers himself "from Colorado,'' where he attended 
high school, college, and university. His high schools were 
in Victor and Greeley. A year at the University of Denver 
was followed by three years in Greeley at Colorado State 
College, from which he received a B.A. degree, with his 
major in mathematics, in 1949. Going on in graduate study 
in mathematics at the University of Colorado, Boulder, 
Jim earned his M.A. in 1951. His further graduate work, 
as stated above, was done at Tulane. Jim was a member of 
Blue Key, scholastic honor society. 

Jim and wife Jane live with their five ch ildren in Hous
ton. The children are: Jimmy, 17 years old; Gail, 14; 
David, 13; Liz, 10; and Amy Lynn, who was born last 
August. 

VICE PRESIDENT JAMES M. HORNSBY 
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Tulane University, New Orleans, from 1964 to 1966, Jim 
became a member of the staff of the university's computer 
center. He taught computer sciences, supervised systems 
programming, and was a consultant in statistical problems. 

Although our new vice president is a native of Kentucky, 
he considers himself "from Colorado,'' where he attended 
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in Victor and Greeley. A year at the University of Denver 
was followed by three years in Greeley at Colorado State 
College, from which he received a B.A. degree, with his 
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David, 13; Liz, 10; and Amy Lynn, who was born last 
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VICE PRESIDENT JAMES M. HORNSBY 
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New Alaska facility 

Weslern's new facility in Anchorage is well equipped for all of 
the Company's activities and operations in Alaska . The building, 
blue wth yellow doors, has two floors of offices in the front 
and a two-story high shop and storage area in the back . The huge 
size of the latter is indicated by the five doors, each of which 
g ives ample clearance for the largest winter-operations vehicles. 

More than 100 guests from the Alaska "oil community" attended 
an open house at the new facility Friday, February 7. Here Super
visor C. Q. (Quin) Williams, top Western resident official in An
chorage, chats with four of the guests . From the left are: Gene 
Knowles, Quin, Dr. Satoru Sasaki , Kay Nakahama, and Paul Day. 

8 

hown t Guests 

Contributors: 
Story 

Paul Robinson 
Billie Williams 

Photos 
Mae Ferrari 
Billie Williams 
David Williams 

T HE A LASKA D EPARTMENT of the West Coast Division 
of Western Geophysical Company is proud to an

nounce the completion and opening of its new headqu arters 
bu ilding at 351 E ast International Airport Road in A nchor
age. T he building combines the offices that fo rmerly were 
in the F irst National Bank Building in downtown Anchor
age and the shop that was out on Spenard Road. 

The new building contains the latest in modern facilities 
and provides additional rooms for office work and added 
floor and storage space for the shop. In addition, this large, 
steel-frame building, which covers 9,800 square feet, has 
in the rear a fenced area that is more than adequate for 
equipment and truck storage. The structure was designed 
and built by Morava-Pursell Construction Company to 
meet the specifications of Western Geophysical and its par
ent company, Litton Industries, Inc. 

With a well-equipped shop, a parts department, a radio 
communications room, a reception area, nine offices, a 
conference room, a coffee bar, and three bathrooms, the 
new faci lity is well prepared for Western's expanded activ
ities in Al aska. Presiding over all of this locally is Super:
visor C. Q. (Quin) Williams, a true veteran of Western 
operations in Alaska. 

Enhancing the facility for the employees and guests is 
its view. Looking east from the 3.6-acre, hill -top lot, one 
can see the majestic Chugach Mountains and Mount Su
sitna. To the west the more distant Mount McKinley and 
Alaska Range meet the eye. 

WESTERN PROFILE 

It was to this scenic hilltop that the personnel of the 
downtown office moved on December 31. Quin and Field 
Supervisor Herman Semeliss took over their private offi
ces; Chief Computer Paul Robinson and Computer Johan 
Stokstad found separate rooms; and Secretary Debbi Car
penter located her desk under the large, gold, relief map 
of Alaska in the reception lobby. Needless to say, she was 
thrilled to find the water fountain in the men's room! (A 
placement later corrected.) 

Under the direction of Field Supervisor V. J. (Vic) 
Mittasch and Office Manager Russell J. Linford, the shop 
employees began the move of their equipment and the like 
in mid-I anuary from Spenard Road to their new, enlarged 
area. Late that month Assistant Supervisor W. C. (Bill) 
Calledare, who works from Anchorage in the winter and 
Los Angeles in the summer, arrived from California to 
occupy his wintertime quarters. To make the Anchorage 
headquarters staff complete, Instrument Supervisor Jack B. 
Litchenberg transferred from Los Angeles the firs t week 
in February. 

Now all was ready to celebrate the opening of our new 
bui lding, an event that took place on February 7. Joining 
us as official hosts to our guests were Howard Dingman, 
vice president-western hemisphere operations, and Harold 
Murphree, manager of operations-Pacific coast. T hey flew 
in from Houston and Los Angeles respectively. 

More than 100 guests from the Alaska oil "community" 
attended the open house. They enjoyed a delicious assort-
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Left - Join ing the Anchorage Westerners a s officio! hosts of the 
open house are, on the left, Vice President Howard Dingman I west
ern hemisphere operations), from Houston, and Manager Harold F. 
!Murph) Murphree (Pacific Coast operations), from Los Angeles. 
Behind Murph is the Anchorage office manager, Russell J . Linford. 

Right - Also on hand is Assistant Supervisor W. C. I Bill) Calle
dare, just this winter assigned to Pacific Coast operations and 
specifically to Alaskan parties. Behind him are Supervisor C. Q. 
(Quin I Williams (looking to the left! and guest Charles Selman. 

Above - Anchorage Secretary Debbi Carpenter greets the visitors 
in the reception lobby. Although not shown here, on the wall behind 
her is, very appropriately, a large, gold relief map of Alaska. 

Left - An assortment of delicious, appetizing food was served in 
the high, spacious shop area of the new building. In the foreground 
Vice President Howard Dingman (right! talks to Anchorage West
erner Lloyd Humble and Manager H. F. Murphree I behind Lloyd). 
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Right-Supervisor C. Q. (Quin) Williams is smilingly showing one 
of the private offices in the new facility to Mrs. Hank Hubbell. 

Below - Anchorage Office Manager Russ Linford lrightl is about 
to pin a corsage on Mr5. James Saviers as her husband looks on. 

Below - Sue Linford, wife of the Anchorage office manager, chats 
with an open-house special guest, the Episcopal Bishop of Alaska. 

Right - Three Western veterans now working in Alaska are caught 
by the camera. They are, from the left, Field Supervisors Herman A. 
Semeliss and V. J. !Vici Mittasch and Observer Willis D. Smith. 

ment of barbecued Alaska king crab legs, reindeer sausage, 
king salmon, chicken, beef brisket, and other goodies pre
pared in barbecue pits just outside the building - in 10-
degree temperature. This appetizing food was served in the 
spacious shop area. 

To paraphrase Robert Burns, the best laid plans go often 
awry; on the day before our open house we experienced a 
water-system failure in the building. After repair efforts 
proved to be in vain, an emergency water supply was moved 
in by cans to cover the essentials. We are happy to report 
to those guests who were inconvenienced that the broken 
water line has been repaired and that we now have an 
abundant supply of water. 

WESTERN PROFILE 

Three guests smile as they pause in their conversation for a pic
ture. They are, from the left, Noel Porterfield, Bill Wells, and 
Mrs. Ben Smith. Right rear is Don Trimble talking to Mrs. Wells. 

Above-Mae Ferrari, wife of Chief Observer Neo Ferrari, welcomes 
Expeditor Ralph Knapp, down from Western's office in Fairbanks, 
Alaska, for the occasion . ( Neo was working way up on the North 
Slope with Party 96.I Behind Mae at left is Mrs. Charles Selman. 

Right - Shop Supervisor Oliver A. Krein and wife Carol are among 
the Anchorage Westerners who were present to greet guests. Ollie 
is a happy fellow-so much space for equipment work and storage! 

SPRING 1969 

While enjoying refreshments, a guest, Bert Brown lleftl, 
and Supervisor Quin Williams also enjoy a good chuckle. 

Party Manager Roy Morris (left) came in from the field lo attend 
the open house and see the new facilities and has cis his guide 
Vice President Howard Dingman, who had had "the tour" earlier. 
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About Processing 
Financial Data 

A FEW MONTHS AGO we discussed in this space the me
chanics of and reasons for a computerized payroll 

system. In November 1968 the accounts payable function 
also was converted to the Los Angeles IBM 1130 com
puter system. The reasons for this conversion are similar 
to those explaining the payroll conversion: The Company 
has grown steadily, and doing business has become ex
ceedingly complex. 

Faster moving field crews, and more of them, have re
sulted in increased sales and expenses. It has also meant 
greater flow of money, increasing problems in paying ven
dors and reimbursing our field crew expenses, and, of 
course, increasing problems in keeping track of our money. 
In 1968, for example, we wrote 17 ,546 vendor and ex
pense checks after processing more than 100,000 invoices. 

As more financial-related data can be computer pro
cessed, the easier it becomes to keep the flow of money 

BEFORE : This photo taken in the fall of 1960 shows 12 of about 
14 persons who made up the accounting department, including pay-

moving to vendors and field crews. As a by-product, finan
cial reports are produced for management, to evaluate 
better a crew performance and to make short-range de
cisions and long-term plans for continued growth. 

Responsible to Vice President T. L. Slaven for main
taining the money flow and for keeping track of it is Con
troller David J. Barish. Functions of all departments or 
sub-groups are co-ordinated by Don Bernhardt, treasurer; 
Gene Klinkert, chief accountant; and Bob Powell, assistant 
chief accountant. To pay our bills, to reimburse our crews, 
and to summarize financial transactions, these men are 
assisted by a large staff. 

In addition to payroll and accounts payable, other areas 
soon will be converted to the computer, including the Los 
Angeles laboratory parts and supplies inventory and prop
erty and depreciation records. These special projects are 
organized by Len Becker, assistant to the controller, and 

roll. Still with Western and recognizable in the photo are Don 
Bernhardt I in the far corner> and Gene Klinkert Uar right edge). · 

co-ordinated for computerization by Guy Dawkins, sys
tems analyst. 

To estimate better our cash requirements and to control 
the flow of cash, vendor checks are mailed every Friday. 
Personal expense checks and party reimbursement checks, 
however, are now processed and mailed within 24 hours of 
receipt of the expense statement. It is clear, therefore, that 
promptness in payment or reimbursment is dependent, to 
a large extent, on promptness in receiving input from the 
field. 

Processing begins when vendor invoices and expense 
statements are received in Los Angeles from field crews, 
digital centers, the laboratory, or other cost centers. Client 
charges are first separated and reviewed by Shirley Har
per's accounts receivable group, then passed on to contracts 
and billing. That department, supervised by Jim Robinson, 
contracts manager, credits client sales to field crews from 
charge letters submitted by the crews and from accounts 
receivable entries. In addition, of course, Jim's group has 
the key function of preparing invoices to be paid by our 
clients for Western 's services. 

The accounts payable group, supervised by Bernie Kap
lan, and the expense statement group, headed by George 
Rey, review, audit, and distribute charges to proper ac-
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AFTER: These two photos, taken in February 1969 
from opposite ends of the building-width room, show 
just a partial growth of the accounting department. 
Pictured are the accounts receivable and accounts pay
able sections, bookkeepers, and expense statement 
group. The rest of the finance deportment - includ
ing payroll - is now on other floors of the building. 

counts. Vendor invoices are then grouped, or "batched," 
and translated for the computer by the keypunch operators. 
While vendor and party expense checks are being printed 
by the computer, a summary distribution voucher, also 
from the computer, is returned to the bookkeeping depart
ment. That group, supervised by Jim Schubert, posts to 
the Company books all financial information, including 
vendor invoices, crew expenses, general administrative 
and supervisory overhead distribution, and crew sales. 

Jim's group prepares computer input forms for credit
ing and debiting field crews and generating profit and loss 
statements for each crew or cost center. The bookkeepers 
also furnish data used to prepare federal and state income 
tax forms (Gene Klinkert), foreign government tax returns 
(Jim Suh), property records and depreciation schedules 
(Jim Schubert), and Litton financial reports (John Hop
ping). Finally, all of the financial input is digested by the 
computer and monthly party operating statements, or man
agement reports, are printed out. 

Thus, the money is kept moving: Vendors are paid on 
time, crews are quickly reimbursed, clients are invoiced for 
our services, and financial records are kept current - and 
hopefully, after the books are balanced, income exceeds 
expense. That's the name of the game. 
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party 
pickings 

As the members of Party 91 looked down at this awe
some sight, part of the Brooks Range in northern Alaska, 
they did not wonder why their equipment was taken by 
flat-bed trucks to Fairbanks and dismantled and put into 
planes, why there was no road north of Fairbanks, why 
they themselves were flying to their North Slope pros
pect. Planes are just the only mode of transportation 
over these rugged peaks north of the Arctic Circle. 

PARTY 96 - NORTH SLOPE, ALASKA 

JOE MAIENSCHEIN, Reporter 

Party 96 is one of four Western crews working on 
Alaska's North Slope this winter. Like most other geo
physical crews up here, we depended on the huge Hercules 
airplane to transport our equipment from Fairbanks to the 
Slope. Driller-Mechanic DARRELL CLAPSADDLE, who spent 
two years in Tunisia thawing out after his last venture to 
the Slope, directed the offloading operations at Prudhoe 
Bay. The cargo hold of this airplane is not high enough 
for most of the equipment; so we dismantled the trailers 
and removed the masts from the drills before flying the 
equipment north. Assisting DARRELL in putting everything 
back together were Drillers JACK NASH, Boa FAIRBROTHER, 
and DEAN SUNDQUIST and Driller-Mechanic LORNE JOHN
SON. 

The equipment was ready on October 16, and we began 
our 80-mile journey across the arctic waste land. Moving 
across the level tundra in slow-moving Nodwells becomes 
quite boring after a few days; so Driller PETE SWAN tried to 
even things up a bit by falling through the ice covering a 
small lake and sinking his drill into four feet of mud and 
water. Maybe PETE just liked the area because we had to 
make camp for the night next to his drill while Catskinner 
CARL WILBUR and Driller RAMON CASAUS helped pull 
him out. 

We arrived on location in the prospect area after a 10-
day struggle against the elements. Surveyor BoB O'DON
NELL and Helper RICH CORDOVA balked at the prospect of 
going out alone; the bear tracks in the area surrounded 
camp, and BoB had only an old transit with which to shoot. 
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Transits are no deterrent to hungry bears, but something 
else must have caught the bear's fancy as they worked 
without running into it. The fearless drillers went right to 
work training their new helpers, JAMES HOOPER, BoB 
PARKS, and WARREN FAUGHN. Chief Observer NEo FER
RARI had his hands full the first day teaching Helpers JOHN 
DARDEN, MELCOM (SKIP) McKINNON, DAVE EVANS, HAR
RY NICHOLIA, and SHERMAN SIKVAYVGAK how to work the 
jug lines. MIKE KLEIN of Party 94 joined us for a week to 
show Helper FRANK KELLNER the techniques of shooting. 

The problems we faced as we worked on the Slope 
hampered us in our work. For almost a week we had no · 
gasoline because no planes were available to fly some out 
to us. One day after the gas finally arrived, the wind started ' 
blowing; and nobody can work in 50-knot winds at 15° 
below zero with blowing snow cutting visibility to zero. We 
sat for four days waiting for the wind to stop and then be
gan the task of digging out of the snow drifts. Before the 
wind started, there was an inch or two of snow covering 
the ground. When the air calmed, it looked as if all of the 
snow on the Slope had drifted between our trailers. The 
entire area was bare of snow except for the 10-foot drifts 
that buried our camp. 

After completing our work in the first area, Party 96 
moved 60 miles to a new prospect, where we shall be 
working for the rest of the winter. Clerk JOE MAIENSCHEIN 
had a terrifying experience that almost prevented him 
from ever seeing the Slope again. He was riding a C-46 
with a load of fuel for the move when both engines failed . 
The plane lost 5,000 feet in altitude before the pilot and 
co-pilot were able to start the engines again. During this 
time JO E hurriedly thumbed through his book, "Medita
tions of Maharishi Mahesh Yogi," and discovered that the 
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Maharishi had not yet meditated on C-46's with engine 
failure. The plane returned to Fairbanks safely, and JoE 
rejoined Party 96 in another airplane. 

Party 96 is looking forward to the New Year. DARRELL 
CLAPSADDLE has been promoted and will be our new party 
manager. We shall all be well rested when DARRELL takes 
over and ready to work hard for another year. 

PARTY 91 - NORTH SLOPE, ALASKA 

JAMES E. SALLEE, Reporter 
KURT KIRSCHNER, Photographer 

The excitement in Alaska since late summer 1968 cen
ters around the arctic North Slope. The rush for black gold 
is similar in many ways to the old "yellow" gold-rush days. 
Western 's Party 91 was one of the first of many seismic 
crews to commence operations in this area, which extends 
from the north side of the Brooks Range to the Arctic 
Ocean. 

With the help and advice from the old-timers such as 
Party Managers ROY MORRIS and w. A. (BILL) KITCHEN, 
who had worked on the Slope in previous years, many 
Westerners were initiated into "survival in the arctic." 

Party 91 was activated in late summer 1968. The initial 
problems were getting equipment to the location and re
cruiting men. The first leg of the trip for equipment was 
accomplished via flat-bed truck from Anchorage to Fair
banks. Since there are no roads that extend farther north, 
the remaining 340 miles over the Brooks Range had to be 
made by air. Field Clerk J. E. (JIM) SALLEE arrived in 
Fairbanks and was quickly confronted with weight and 
balance problems in loading the equipment on the big 

C-130 Hercules. Meanwhile, Party Manager RoY MORRIS 
was in Anchorage organizing personnel for the crew. 

After many trips with the Hercules and several other 
smaller aircraft, Party 91 was assembled at a small airstrip 
200 miles north of the Arctic Circle. The equ ipment was 
readied by Driller-Mechanic C. L. (CHUCK) WALL with 
the help of JOHN PARRACK and the others as they arrived. 

With Party 91 now an entity, it started its journey over 
the frosty tundra up into the lower foothills of the Brooks 
Range. The long trip was eventful, and much wildlife was 
seen on the way. The caribou were especially noted as they 
were grouping into herds for their annual migration south 
through a pass in the Brooks Range. With the first signs of 
winter approaching, we jokingly commented that maybe 
the caribou were the only smart ones since they were leav
ing the Slope for a more protected environment. 

Navigating our way with few landmarks and bench 
marks, Surveyor R. S. (DccK) FISH found surveying to be 
somewhat different than down in Wyoming on Party 36. 
JIM EYERS served as rodman when production started. 

Driller LARRY SEMINGSON came up from Party 34 in 
North Dakota for his second season of drilling. GLENN 
MURRAY, from Party 9 in California, and MIKE BLANCH
ARD, from Party 68 in Utah, also joined Drillers ED ROYER 
and KURT KIRSCHNER. Their helpers included LEROY 
COOPER, DICK WHITT, and MELVIN COOPER. 

Observer DARRIS MASON, from Party V-6 in sunny Cal
ifornia, could be heard from time to time mumbling some
thing about "warm weather." Observer CAL WILLIAMS, 

Above - After the dismantled equipment arrives at the arctic air
strip, members of the crew reassemble it, as has been done here. 

Left - With everything back together again, Party 91 starts its 
trek over the tundra to the lower foothills of the North Slope. 
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As the members of Party 91 looked down at this awe
some sight, part of the Brooks Range in northern Alaska, 
they did not wonder why their equipment was taken by 
flat-bed trucks to Fairbanks and dismantled and put into 
planes, why there was no road north of Fairbanks, why 
they themselves were flying to their North Slope pros
pect. Planes are just the only mode of transportation 
over these rugged peaks north of the Arctic Circle. 

PARTY 96 - NORTH SLOPE, ALASKA 

JOE MAIENSCHEIN, Reporter 

Party 96 is one of four Western crews working on 
Alaska's North Slope this winter. Like most other geo
physical crews up here, we depended on the huge Hercules 
airplane to transport our equipment from Fairbanks to the 
Slope. Driller-Mechanic DARRELL CLAPSADDLE, who spent 
two years in Tunisia thawing out after his last venture to 
the Slope, directed the offloading operations at Prudhoe 
Bay. The cargo hold of this airplane is not high enough 
for most of the equipment; so we dismantled the trailers 
and removed the masts from the drills before flying the 
equipment north. Assisting DARRELL in putting everything 
back together were Drillers JACK NASH, Boa FAIRBROTHER, 
and DEAN SUNDQUIST and Driller-Mechanic LORNE JOHN
SON. 

The equipment was ready on October 16, and we began 
our 80-mile journey across the arctic waste land. Moving 
across the level tundra in slow-moving Nodwells becomes 
quite boring after a few days; so Driller PETE SWAN tried to 
even things up a bit by falling through the ice covering a 
small lake and sinking his drill into four feet of mud and 
water. Maybe PETE just liked the area because we had to 
make camp for the night next to his drill while Catskinner 
CARL WILBUR and Driller RAMON CASAUS helped pull 
him out. 

We arrived on location in the prospect area after a 10-
day struggle against the elements. Surveyor BoB O'DON
NELL and Helper RICH CORDOVA balked at the prospect of 
going out alone; the bear tracks in the area surrounded 
camp, and BoB had only an old transit with which to shoot. 
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Transits are no deterrent to hungry bears, but something 
else must have caught the bear's fancy as they worked 
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The problems we faced as we worked on the Slope 
hampered us in our work. For almost a week we had no · 
gasoline because no planes were available to fly some out 
to us. One day after the gas finally arrived, the wind started ' 
blowing; and nobody can work in 50-knot winds at 15° 
below zero with blowing snow cutting visibility to zero. We 
sat for four days waiting for the wind to stop and then be
gan the task of digging out of the snow drifts. Before the 
wind started, there was an inch or two of snow covering 
the ground. When the air calmed, it looked as if all of the 
snow on the Slope had drifted between our trailers. The 
entire area was bare of snow except for the 10-foot drifts 
that buried our camp. 
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with a load of fuel for the move when both engines failed . 
The plane lost 5,000 feet in altitude before the pilot and 
co-pilot were able to start the engines again. During this 
time JO E hurriedly thumbed through his book, "Medita
tions of Maharishi Mahesh Yogi," and discovered that the 
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As Party 91 makes its long journey from airstrip to prospect, the 
men note with interest the grouping of the caribou into herds for 
their annual migration south through a poss in the Brooks Range. 

also from California, Party 9, acted as relief observer. 
Other members of the recording crew included Helpers 
WILLY OPITZ, BRETT STOCKS, ]OE WILSON, PAUL MA
THENY, HENRY KOPPEL, RUSSELL HOBBS, and KENT 
ARMIGER. 

Chow time on Party 91 was something to look forward 
to towards the end of the long work day. Cook Bon LITTLE 
always managed to keep the crew well fed with a variety 
of meals. His bull cook, ANTHONY JONES-DILL, served the 
meals, as well as filling his other duties. 

The men of Party 91 were not the only hungry ones on 
the Slope. Wolves and foxes were frequently scared off 
as they raided the garbage pit. No one will ever forget the 
grizzly bear that ate 150 pounds of pellet explosive. Hunt
ers, beware! 

During November several persons left to start operation 
on Party 93, and BILL KITCHEN took over as our party 
manager. W. E. (BrLL) TACKETT, from Party 66 in Colo
rado, became our surveyor, with Helper STUART HELF
RICH holding up the rod. Mechanic JOE GURAL and Helper 
TED GEORGE worked on the equipment. 

As the days grew shorter and the red stuff in the ther
mometer kept inching down, the men of Party 91 became 
well experienced in the "art" of adjustment to the existing 
environment, and the various problems encountered be
came the rule. 

Communication with supply lines was accomplished by 
radio, which was sometimes disrupted by magnetic storms. 
In accordance with these theoretical storms the "northern 
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lights" would display a brilliance and a variety of colors 
that were unparalleled with the aurora borealis seen at · 

· lower latitudes. 
Since survival in the arctic region is dependent solely on 

aircraft support, Party 91 's radio could always be heard 
anxiously transmitting "When is that airplane coming?" 

PARTY 93 - ALASKA PENINSULA 

W. E. EGGER, Reporter 

Stepping off of a Reeves-Aleutian airliner November 13, 
1968, into the crisp, clear atmosphere of a wide spot on the 
Alaska Peninsula, the members of Western's Party 93 had 
bright hopes for not too indecent working conditions and 
an active, and thereby short, period until a return to civili
zation for the Christmas holidays. After Field Supervisor 
HERMAN SEMELISS insured that all persons, luggage, parts, 
supplies, and miscellaneous items had deplaned, a single 
engine De Haviland Otter ferried the group to a beach on 
the Pacific side of the Alaska Peninsula, where most of 
the heavy equipment had been stacked the past April with 
cessation of work for the summer. Then preparations com
menced for a cross-country move to an operations base 
camp. 

By November 19 all rigging and consolidation had been 
completed; and the party started out on what developed 
into an odyssey over muskeg and hummock, through frigid 
and slushy swamp, fording numerous creeks and a river. 
The total distance covered during those five days was ap
proximately 16 miles. On November 23 a base camp was 
established on a convenient high spot. 

If it had not been for adverse weather conditions' pre
venting his departure from Party 91 on the North Slope, 
Party Manager Roy I . MORRIS would have had to contend 
with these difficulties. As it turned out, HERMAN now has 

Observer Dorris Mason is 
shown in the Party V-6 office 
in sunny southern California 
before he returned to Porty 
91 on the North Slope in 
Alaska, where his crew mates 
hear him mumbling from time 
to time something about "worm 
weather." Yes, Dorris did 
experience quite a contrast 
in weather on the two crews. 
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Drill Helper Leroy Cooper 
feeds one of the local inhab
itants at a Porty 91 stop. 
This is a typical inhabitant in 
that few humans, only ani
mals, ore to be found living 
on the barren North Slope. 

memories, of dubious quality; and RoY arrived November 
25 just in time to start production. 

Situated between the Bering Sea and the northern ex
tremity of the Pacific Ocean, the swampy plain beneath the 
camp site is truly the epitome of the proverbial boondocks. 
A scanty population is generously descriptive; mobility is 
hampered by extremely rough terrain and is dangerous due 
to thin or rotten ice over the wet areas; and names like 
"Blunt Point," "Unga Spit," and "Wolverine Gulch" lend 
credence to the remoteness of the area. 

Even so, there are phenomena to add life and distinction 
to the apparent waste land. Herds of caribou roam at will 
over the higher areas, and fox are so numerous that their 
presence is undesirable as they have a tendency to chew 
on Chief Observer CAL VIN WILLIA M's recording cables. 
With the recent arrival of Helper JOE WILSON from the 
North Slope, there have not been any traces of the pred
ators in the camp area proper; they either sense his armory, 
or they do not want to listen to him. Most of the local 
streams are salmon-spawning areas, and specimens four 
feet in length have been observed swimming lazily through 
the frigid water. 

To the west, towering 8,300,feet into the sky, is Mount 
Pavlof, a volcano officially declared dormant. The wisdom 
of officialdom, however, can be seriously questioned since 
the red-hot east side belches clouds of smoke constantly. 
foHN SNYDER, of the intrepid survey crew, has not had 
occasion to speak favorably of the rumbler since it dis
turbs his gravity meter. Lending mysticism to the area is 
Hoodoo Mountain, an appropriately named monster whose 
shape varies with bizarre irregularity and whose color 
ranges from lackluster gray to bright red, resulting from 
changes in cloud cover, snow flurries, and light angles. 
Unfortunately, most of these landmarks are visible only on 
clear days; on the Aleutian Chain, the clear days are the 
exception. 

With the convergence of warm temperatures off the J a
pan current to the south and cold air off the Bering Sea 
to the north, the chain is subject to moderate temperatures 
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and an overabundant amount of rain for a normal environ
ment; the clear days are few and far between. For the first 
two weeks of December there were below freezing tem
peratures and ground blizzards carried on winds as high 
as 50 knots; visibility ranged from restricted to 20 feet at 
times. Pleasant working conditions, anyone? In monitoring 
the radios, we heard comments exclaiming the severity of 
the storm as the worst in memory and never had so much 
snow been around at this time of year. 

Because production work did not commence until the 
end of November, most activity has been conducted within 
this foul weather. To combat wind noise, Assistant Observ
er Eo GATZKE and Recording Helpers WALT RossMAN 
and CHARLIE STUBBS are utilizing a mounted auger to bury 
the geophones; and Helpers HARRY ELTON BUZBY, III, 
(dubbed "Sweetpea"), CHARLES FRANK, and MIKE GRAN
STAFF literally dug tunnels through the snow in recovering 
their cables from deep, overnight drifts. 

The drillers are having their problems, too. Traveling 
across the partially frozen muskeg, DouG BLOSSOM, MIKE 
w ALKER, and GARY WILES dropped their tracked vehicles 
through the crust into a mire that reached the cab doors. 
One entire day was spent in their retrieval. Drillers STAN
LEY STAIK and ED ALLISON and Helper MIKE CLOSSON can 
spend hours getting from one shot point to the next. Driller 
LARRY SEMINGSON and Helper JULIUS KALLANDER accom
plished the impossible by leaving camp at 0700 and return
ing at 0630 the very same day (until their drill log was cor
rected). Driller WARREN TUFTE and his helper, bearded 
GARY TAYLOR, have the only gas drill and must compete 
with bellowing Diesels. 

Surveyor TOM SPEARS, up from Eureka, Nevada, Helper 
MAT WHITE, and Surveyor DICK FISH have also done well 
in the impossible area by managing lengthy stadia shots on 
poor visibility days. Perhaps the way was cleared by verbal 
heat after Tom fell into the river. 

"Cat" Operators GEORGE HERMON and EMERY DOWST 

Two Party 91 vehicles are crossing one of the many rivers in for 
north Alaska that run from the Brooks Range to the Arctic Ocean . 



As Party 91 makes its long journey from airstrip to prospect, the 
men note with interest the grouping of the caribou into herds for 
their annual migration south through a poss in the Brooks Range. 
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have threatened to build circular airstrips if the wind con
tinues to change direction constantly. C. L. (CHUCK) 
WALL and ROBERT CLUCAS, the untiring driller-mechanics, 
are keeping ahead of equipment problems. Cook FRANK 
TAYLOR and Assistant Cook A J. (ANDY) ANDERSON 
have now generated enough enthusiasm to receive the 
Southerners' complimentary "Not bad." But then, no one 
ever really complained about their abili ties. 

As of this writing we have experienced four days of 
severe southerly winds; the snow is a ll gone, just in time 
for Christmas, and mud-thick, gooey mud-abounds. 
Only a skeleton crew remains on location with all others 
in, or presumably on their way to, Anchorage. With last 
radio contact it was learned that some are st ill out here in 
the boondocks - somewhere. We hope tha t they make it. 
Better yet, we hope that they all make it back; but then, 
who can rea lly tell what the weather will do? Happy New 
Year, everyone. 
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PARTY 95 - NORTH SLOPE, ALASKA . . . 

WALT KELLEN, Reporter 
J . E. BUSCHMI HLE, Photographe r 

Party 9 5 was activated in the summer of 1968 for arctic 
operations on the North Slope. The equipment was barged 
fro m Port Nikiski on the Kenai Peninsula to Foggy Island 
on the Arctic Ocean . This sea voyage took approximately 
three weeks. (A story about this 2,500-mile, perilous voy
age and a picture of the equipment-loaded barge were in 
the Christmas 1968 issue of this magazine. - Ed.) 

A skeleton crew of Party Manager W. A (BILL) KIT
CHEN, Cook GEORGE CROUSE, Helper J IM MURDOCK, Field 
Equipment Supervisor TOM SERGEANT, and Clerk w ALT 
KELLEN left Anchorage on August 31 for Foggy Island to 
repair and clean equipment for the fa ll season of operations. 

D uring the month of September almost all of the per-
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sonnel had arrived at the camp site on Foggy Island, and 
Party Manager J. E. (BUBBA) BUSCHMIHLE took over the 
crew from BILL KITCHEN. BILL went to Party 91, and TOM 
SERGEANT returned to the Anchorage shop. 

October 9 was "D Day" for Party 95; this was the ap
pointed day for the crew to move from Foggy Island to the 
prospect. This short, 15-mile trip would have been a breeze 
if it had not been for the crossing of the Sagavanirktok 
River; however, as it turned out, we crossed with no mis
hap. 

Party Manager J. E. (BUBBA) BUSCHMIHLE was lead 
man of our safari, driving his RN 110 Nodwell, which 
pulled an office-sleeper. 'Dozer Operator-Mechanic JACK 
IRWIN fell into position with the mighty D6C cat and was 
followed by Driller-Mechanic ALAN LINDER with Drill 
Helper MIKE GOTTSCHALK, Driller PAUL GOULD with Drill 
Helper RON COOPER, Cook GEORGE CROUSE in the self
propelled kitchen unit, Clerk WALT KELLEN in the self
propelled combination shower-sleeper trailer, Driller DoN 
WILSON in the self-propelled shop unit, Surveyor DoN 
McGILL and Rodman DICK LEWIS in the survey unit, Ob
server BRIAN YOUNG and Assistant Observer J. W. JOHN
SON in the recording unit, Shooter STEVE EATON and Re
cording Helper RICHARD CULLITON in the shooting unit, 
Recording Helpers LEE SCHROEDER and TED WHIPP in 
the jug truck, and Recording Helpers DAVID PETERSON and 
WILLIAM HAMILTON in the camp water truck. 

Believe it or not, this party made the 15-mile hop to 
Prudhoe Bay, the starting of the prospect, in one day. 

Pa rty 95 has left its Fog gy Island 
camp site and is heading fo r its 
North Slope prospect. Through the 
windshie ld of the cab of one ve
hicle can be seen some equipment 
fording the Sagavan irktok Rive r. 

SPR IN G 1969 

No, the world is not tipp ing ! This is just a plane's eye view of 
Party 9S 's camp site on Foggy Island off Alaska in the Arctic 
Ocean . The equipment for this party was transported by barge 
2,500 miles from the Kenai Peninsula around Alaska lo Foggy Is
land, a three-week sea trip. At this camp site It was repai red and 
cleaned by a ske leton crew, who had flown in from Anchorage, 
leaving there August 31 , lo have all ready for foll operations. 

19 



Bering 

Sea 

A r c t 

P a c f 

c 

,_ 

c 

have threatened to build circular airstrips if the wind con
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are keeping ahead of equipment problems. Cook FRANK 
TAYLOR and Assistant Cook A J. (ANDY) ANDERSON 
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Only a skeleton crew remains on location with all others 
in, or presumably on their way to, Anchorage. With last 
radio contact it was learned that some are st ill out here in 
the boondocks - somewhere. We hope tha t they make it. 
Better yet, we hope that they all make it back; but then, 
who can rea lly tell what the weather will do? Happy New 
Year, everyone. 
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WALT KELLEN, Reporter 
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The latter part of October was the beginning of the 
blizzards. The first storm hit us just after a camp move, 
thus leaving the recorders about eight miles from camp, 
where they were finishing a line. The recording crew finally 
arrived in camp at 3 o'clock the next morning. This little 
blizzard lasted about three days and had wind velocities of 
50 knots, blowing snow, and visibility at times less than a 
hundred feet. You may confirm this with Instrument Super
visor JACK LITCHENnERG as he was at camp during the 
storm. (We believe you. - Ed.) 

The North Slope has a lot of little white foxes trying to 
survive; and, of course, Party 95 has its share of great 
white trappers. You may ask Driller DoN WILSON how to 
trap one of these small animals without being bitten. 

This crew closed down operations for the months of 
January and February as the temperature usually drops 
down to 30° to 50° below zero. Party 95 will be reactivated 
early in March, and you will again hear from us from the 
land of Eskimos and igloos. 

PARTY 94 - "LOWER" ALASKA 

MIKE KLEIN, Reporter 

Party 94's winter operations in Alaska started when 
Party Manager J. E. JOHN flew in to Anchorage and started 
lining up barges to ferry the crew to its first prospect, on 
the west shore of Cook Inlet. Until the arrival of the digi
tal recorder, Drillers "MINK" and "FURRY"* had an easy 
time as they were not having to dodge cables and flyers. 
In fact, if it had not been for boulders and rocks, it would 
have been a picnic. By the time the recorder was ready 
to go to the field, the drills were finished; and so the coast 
was clear for some easy cable laying. It is surely nice to 
be able to lay cable without worrying about someone's 
running over it. (The reporter knows whereof he speaks; 
he worked with a crew on the busy streets of metropolitan 
Los Angeles. - Ed.) 

After completing the work here, Party 94 prepared to 
move across the inlet to the next prospect. This prepara
tion took three days as it was necessary to drive 30 miles 
down the beach to get the equipment, barges, and ice into 
"sync." Loading of the barges was performed by Party 
Manager JOHN, Observer MIKE KLEIN, and Helper DAVID 
WHITT - and a great deal of luck. 

Unloading at Ninilchik went very smoothly. While the 
unloading and obtaining of supplies were taking place, the 
crew was billeted at the magnificent Bishops Inn, a place 
fondly remembered by all. Here the crew was awakened 
by an earthquake; Junior Observer G. A. HANSON was 
mauled by a cat; and Driller KURT KIRSCHNER and Help
ers DAVID COOPER, JOHN HORTON, and GENE NASH were 
evicted from their cabin by three huskies in search of the 
cat. Also, MIKE'S car, being new and not in the proper 
four-wheel drive for the road conditions, scared not only 

*"Mink" and "Furry" resulted from a transposition on the radio of "Fink" 
(Eildon Finkbeiner) and Murray (Glenn). 
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Above - Party 95's supply unit and boom truck are hauling barrels 
of fuel from the dump to the camp. Helper Cliff Heitkamp, stand
ing near the front of the boom truck, waves at photographer. 

Below - In October the blizzards began "visiting" Party 95 on the 
North Slope. One of the lesser ones left the supply unit al the 
edge of a snow bank. The first blizzard lasted about three days. 
The recorders were eight miles from camp when it started and did 
not arrive until 3 A. M. due to 50-knot winds and poor visibility. 
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him but also G. A. HANSON and Helpers AL JAMESON, R. 
L. HAMMOND, v. A. NIXON, and JOHN HORTON almost to 
death. 

Party 94's first camp site on this side of the inlet was 
a choice spot selected by our fabulous survey crew of 
Surveyor STACEY VoRHES and Helpers CLIFF HErTKAMP 
and R. J. YERGER. The camp site itself was fine, but the 
road to it was something to behold. Everyone finally 
arrived by 2 A. M., and the next day all flew to Anchorage 
for the Christmas holidays. 

This was rather a busy season, with the first special event 
being a wedding. G. A HANSON was married to LORRAINE 
IRELAND on December 24. The second big event occurred 
on December 31; the GLENN MuRRAYS were blessed with 
a baby girl dependent. She was born just two hours before 
the tax deadline! DIANA LYNN weighed 8 pounds 12 ounces 
and was 21 inches long at birth. Our "congrats" to the 
HANSONS and MURRAYS. 

Now that the other crews are shutting down on the 
North Slope, Party 94 is starting to get its old crew back. 
We were plumb proud to have Cook Bon LITTLE come 
from Party 91 to share the preparation of our food with 
Cook J. M. BATTLE and Helper RICH ISGRIGG. Meals do 
not last nearly long enough. After fighting the federal gov
ernment for Driller-Mechanic MARTY FINNESAND, we 
emerged victorious ; and thus the rigs are all running better 
now. W. E. (BrLL) TACKETT, formerly of Party 82, is our 
new surveyor and is to be seen at all hours piloting his ski
doo about. The jug crew received Helpers HENRY KOPPEL 
and R. V. WILLIAMS and Surveyor L. S. W ALAS and is now 
up to full strength and going strong. Driller Bon CLUTTS 

Party Manager J. E. !Bubbal Buschmihle On cab) and Driller Don 
Wilson discuss some Party 95 ~rilling problems while they drink 
some hot coffee to warm them in the frigid North Slope region. 

SPRING 1969 

A '68 tax deduction by two hours 
is this young lady! Bom Decem
ber 31, Diana Lynn is the daugh
ter of Glenn A. Murray, a Party 
94 driller, and his wife Jo Lynn. 

migrated to us from the wet of the Alaska Peninsula, and 
Shooter LEROY COOPER rushed down from the Slope. "It is 
some cold up there!" he says. 

IncidentaJly, Driller EILDON FINKBEINER has found a 
new pal in the camp dog and is all smiles. 

Yes, things look pretty good in '69. 

PARTY 72 - MANY PORTS OF CALL . . . 

DAVID DURHAM and G. R. GRAHAM, Reporters 
DAVID DORAN and VICTOR J. FINKLEY, Photographers 

(Editor's Note: Party 72 has long been missing from 
our magazine because we could never catch up with it. 
The following report will explain to our readers as it did 
to us why we could never find them. Of course, those sharp
eyed readers who watched Gulf Oil's television coverage of 
the political conventions and the Apollo shots may have 
spotted our elusive Westerners. That one minute on TV 
explains more than can we why our Party 72 men have 
been so elusive, why this report seems to be a travelogue 
rather than a description of operations, and why the proj
ect is unique.) 

When Western became a major contractor in a world
wide oceanographic project that involved several compa
nies operating various exploration equipment on board a 
single ship, Party 72 was re-activated for it, late in 1967. 
Each of the crews for this assignment would be responsible 
for its particular company's role in the survey while work 
ing co-operatively with the client and with the other con
tractors. Western's interest in the project became a nuts-
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On Party 72 's unique assignment, which 
began in West Palm Beach, Florida, in 
late 1967, the crew first went to two 
northern Colombian ports and then via 
the Panama Canal to Ecuador. Here the 
ship Is preparing to trave rse the canal. 

and-bolts reality when the outfitting of the M / S Gulfrex 
with the seismic record ing and AQUAPULSE systems 
began in West Palm Beach, Florida. 

Under the direction of Senior Co-ordinator VERNON 
(STRETCH) DAVID the crew was assembled, and Party 72 
set out on what would be one of the most unique jobs that 
Westerners have ever undertaken. This necessarily de
manded an equally unique crew, one that would be able 
to operate effectively under a constantly and rapidly chang
ing schedule. 

The original crew was made up of Westerners from the 
States, of whom three remain, Gun Operator HARRY LAR
RABEE and Assistant Observers Vrc FINKLEY and DAVID 

DURHAM. Since that time, as acquired leave has been taken, 
Party 72 has gained Chief Co-ordinator MARK HUDSON, 
Assistant Observer CLAUD (CHESTER) ROUNDTREE, and 
Helper HARDY DOTY, as well as Londoners DAVID DORAN, 
a digital technician, and M1cK TAPPENDEN, a helper. Also, 
from Scotland came NoRMAN CAMERON, a digital tec~ni
cian, and from South Africa MIKE HUNTER, a helper. 
Heading up this international crew has been capable Party 
Chief W. F. (BILL) Ross from Canada. Also on the crew 
for a six-month period was Co-ordinator J. D. (DANNY) 
STEGALL. 

Now it may appear on reading much of the following 
that the whole operation evolved into a large-scale tourist 

Leav ing Ecuador, Party 72 visited Curacao, whe re 
members of the crew sow this castle on the top 
of a hill. Curacao is an is land that is part of 
the Ne therlands Antilles in the Caribbean Seo . 

WESTERN PRO FILE 

pleasure cruise. Such has not been the case as Party 72 
has been doing its part of the project. It has worked -
and how it has worked! The crew recorded its one-millionth 
pop on October 17, 1968, a year after operations began. 
This represents nearly 3,000 hours of actual shooting time, 
which for the 40-hour-a-week employee would be 75 
weeks, or almost a year and a half! 

With a crew as varied as ours, it was only fitti ng that 
the ports visited be varied. Leaving West Pa!m Beach, 
Party 72 headed for South America. The first ports of 
call were Barranquilla and Cartagena, Colombia. From 
Barranquill a STRETCH went on to Bogota to spend a few 
days with his family while the other members of the crew 
enjoyed sightseeing and other attractions that Colombia 
offered. After spending Christmas ( 1967) in Cartagena, we 
headed for Panama in time for the New Year's holiday, 
and the bargain and souvenir hunters enjoyed the duty-free 
shops of the Canal Zone. Passing through the Canal, Party 
72 made stops in Manta, Esmeraldas, and Guayaqu il , Ec
uador, and then went to Curacao, an island that is part of 
the Netherlands Antilles in the Caribbean Sea. 

Next the Gulfrex sailed the Atlantic and headed for the 
Mediterranean Sea, with an intermediate stop at the Por
tuguese island of Madeira, where Party Chief Ross joined 
the crew. Leaving Madeira and entering the Mediterranean, 
Party 72's first stop in that sea was Malaga, Spain, from 
which many members of the crew made tr ips to Marbella 
for the bu llfights and to the sunny resort city of Torremo
linos. Following the "holiday" in Spain, Party 72 sailed for 

Italian waters and stopped in the small resort town of La 
Spezia; however - and as is only fitting for our world 
traveling crew - most of us spent our break in Genoa, the 
old home of Christopher Columbus. A few others went to 
the beach in Nice, France. 

Having completed the Italian project, Party 72 departed 
for Turkey by way of Malta. While in Mersin, Turkey, 
Digital Technician DAVID DORAN and Reporter DAVID 
D URHAM went scuba diving and found several pieces of 
old Greek amphora and other artides of unknown age, and 
others enjoyed relaxing trips to ancient ruins. The stay in 
Turkey was short, and we were next found in the Adriatic 
Sea at the port of Trieste. Again many of the crew did extra 
traveling, to Rome, Florence, and Venice in Italy and to 
some small cities just across the border in Yugoslavia. 

We bade farewell to the Adriatic and the Mediterranean 
and sailed for Southampton, England, where our ship was 
to undergo repairs and the crew thus alJowed time for some 
travel. BILL Ross and HARRY LARRABEE set out for Am
sterdam by way of London, and MIKE HUNTER went south 
to Bournemouth to do a bit of sailing with old friends. 
Although many plans were made that induded such cities 
as Paris, H amburg, and Copenhagen, most of the crew were 
satisfied with London and Southampton. Feeling fat and 
lazy, Party 72 decided to shape up by taking on the North 
Sea and Irish Sea. This proved to be no task; and after 
short stops in Stavanger, Norway, and Dublin, Ireland, we 
headed south for warmer climates. 

Those we fou nd in Lisbon, Portugal, where we took in 

Left - Porty 72 is equipped to do two kinds of shooting, the explosive 
and the AQUAPULSE systems. This beautiful spout is, of course, a re
sult of on explosive shot. Note the AQUAPULSE gun booms at the right 
of this picture. Right - Chief Gun Operator Harry Larrabee (left) 
and Assistant Observer Cloud Roundtre e seem to be getting to the root 
of the probl em ofter pulling Porty 72' s Number 1 gun aboard the Gu/frex . 
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has been doing its part of the project. It has worked -
and how it has worked! The crew recorded its one-millionth 
pop on October 17, 1968, a year after operations began. 
This represents nearly 3,000 hours of actual shooting time, 
which for the 40-hour-a-week employee would be 75 
weeks, or almost a year and a half! 

With a crew as varied as ours, it was only fitti ng that 
the ports visited be varied. Leaving West Pa!m Beach, 
Party 72 headed for South America. The first ports of 
call were Barranquilla and Cartagena, Colombia. From 
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enjoyed sightseeing and other attractions that Colombia 
offered. After spending Christmas ( 1967) in Cartagena, we 
headed for Panama in time for the New Year's holiday, 
and the bargain and souvenir hunters enjoyed the duty-free 
shops of the Canal Zone. Passing through the Canal, Party 
72 made stops in Manta, Esmeraldas, and Guayaqu il , Ec
uador, and then went to Curacao, an island that is part of 
the Netherlands Antilles in the Caribbean Sea. 

Next the Gulfrex sailed the Atlantic and headed for the 
Mediterranean Sea, with an intermediate stop at the Por
tuguese island of Madeira, where Party Chief Ross joined 
the crew. Leaving Madeira and entering the Mediterranean, 
Party 72's first stop in that sea was Malaga, Spain, from 
which many members of the crew made tr ips to Marbella 
for the bu llfights and to the sunny resort city of Torremo
linos. Following the "holiday" in Spain, Party 72 sailed for 

Italian waters and stopped in the small resort town of La 
Spezia; however - and as is only fitting for our world 
traveling crew - most of us spent our break in Genoa, the 
old home of Christopher Columbus. A few others went to 
the beach in Nice, France. 

H aving completed the Italian project, Party 72 departed 
for Turkey by way of Malta. While in Mersin, Turkey, 
Digital Technician DAVID DORAN and Reporter DAVID 
D URHAM went scuba diving and found several pieces of 
old Greek amphora and other artides of unknown age, and 
others enjoyed relaxing trips to ancient ruins. The stay in 
Turkey was short, and we were next found in the Adriatic 
Sea at the port of Trieste. Again many of the crew did extra 
traveling, to Rome, Florence, and Venice in Italy and to 
some small cities just across the border in Yugoslavia. 

We bade farewell to the Adriatic and the Mediterranean 
and sailed for Southampton, England, where our ship was 
to undergo repairs and the crew thus alJowed time for some 
travel. BILL Ross and HARRY LARRABEE set out for Am
sterdam by way of London, and MIKE HUNTER went south 
to Bournemouth to do a bit of sailing with old friends. 
Although many plans were made that induded such cities 
as Paris, H amburg, and Copenhagen, most of the crew were 
satisfied with London and Southampton. Feeling fat and 
lazy, Party 72 decided to shape up by taking on the North 
Sea and Irish Sea. This proved to be no task; and after 
short stops in Stavanger, Norway, and Dublin, Ireland, we 
headed south for warmer climates. 

Those we fou nd in Lisbon, Portugal, where we took in 

Left - Porty 72 is equipped to do two kinds of shooting, the explosive 
and the AQUAPULSE systems. This beautiful spout is, of course, a re
sult of on explosive shot. Note the AQUAPULSE gun booms at the right 
of this picture. Right - Chief Gun Operator Harry Larrabee (left) 
and Assistant Observer Cloud Roundtre e seem to be getting to the root 
of the probl em ofter pulling Porty 72' s Number 1 gun aboard the Gu/frex . 
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Above - Chief Gun Operator Harry Larrabee pauses outside the 
Party 72 shooting shack. Right - One of the Party 72 photog
raphers caught Assistant Observers Vic Finkley Ueftl and David 
Durham adding oil to a cable section during a line change at night. 

the bullfights and sunny Estoril Beach before departing for 
the unknowns of Africa, with an intermediate stop in Las 
Palmas, Canary Islands. After a four-day break in Las 
Palmas, where BILL Ross completed his rotation period 
and was relieved by Party Manager G. R. GRAHAM, Party 
72 left for the illustrious city of Port Etienne, Mauritania, 
which has recently become famous in a PROFILE article 
contributed. by Party 82. In Port Etienne we were joined 
by Co-ordinator GENE STEVENS, who came from Party 
101 in Singapore, and Digital Equipment Engineer PETER 
YATES, from London, who replaced NORMAN CAMERON 
upon his rotation off the crew. After exploring some of the 
cultural points of interest in Port Etienne, most of the 
crew had envious visions of BILL back in Las Palmas. 

Our next port of call was Dakar, Senegal, which was a 

very enjoyable city. After a few losing battles with local 
traders, we now have quite a collection of ebony carvings 
and assorted junk on board. While Party 72 was in Dakar, 
Chief Co-ordinator MARK HUDSON left the crew for his long 
awaited vacation and rotation to the States. 

As this is written, we are looking forward to the next 
stop, Monrovia, Liberia, and anticipating what the port 
calls on down the line will hold for us. Since that one
millionth pop last October 17, Party 72 has been going 
continuously; and if all goes well, we hope to report our 
two-millionth pop in some future WESTERN PROFILE. 

Left - Helper Hardy Doty appears a little surprised to encounter 
a Porty 72 photographer while changing gun shifts, and Assistant 
Observer Vic Finkley apparently sees something interesting on the 
PFR. Above - Assistant Observer Claud Roundtree repairs a coble. 
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PARTY 78 - MORGAN CITY, LOUISIANA 

L. G. NEILSON, Reporter 

Party 78 has been traveling up and down the Gulf Coast 
from Grand Isle, Louisiana, to Port O'Connor, Texas, and 
all of the places in between for the last several months. 

After a very normal and smooth fall operation, everyone 
was looking forward to the Christmas holidays and the 
happy times at home with their families. From all reports, 
there were plenty of gifts under the tree for one and all, 
but the one that was present and not wanted was the old 
flu "bug." Digital Operator LARRY THOMANN and Gun 
Operator L. L. CRIST were not able to return after the 
holidays due to sickness. In fact, LARRY has since gone to 
Louisiana, to the Shreveport Digital Center, and will be 
missed by all. 

Three days after returning from the holidays, the entire 
crew was down with the flu ; and so the crew had to be 
shut down. Twelve of fourteen men were on the sick list! 
Co-ord inator L. E. RENICK went home with a high fever. 
Assistant Observer KENNETH HERNANDEZ had to go home. 
Gun Operator LEO DELAHOUSSEY also had to depart, tak
ing both navigational operators with him. Helpers JoE 
BADER and HARVEY MABRY returned to Shreveport to 
check in with their doctors. 

Our boat crew was not spared, with Captains HENRY 
LANDRY and JoE JONES both having to be replaced. Cap
tain RAY BERRY has so far been able to escape the bug. 
Even Cook C. W. ETHRIDGE had to go to bed for three 
days. The only one up and kicking was Assistant Observer 
M IL TON BOUDREAUX; so we are going to give him a gold 
star. 

As this is being written we are back in operation in 
Morgan City, Louisiana, and looking forward to better 
prospects - especially in our health! 

PARTY 36 - BUFFALO, WYOMING 

J. 0. GOODGAME, Reporter-Photographer 
DELLA GOODGAME, Reporter 

Western Wyoming includes some of the most beautiful 
country this reporter has seen, and this is where Driller
Mechanic Rov IRETON and Drillers FLOYD SKINNER, RICH
ARD MURRAY, and EUGENE RENZ spent the summer punch
ing holes up and down the mountain sides. It was quite a 
change for them in October when the crew moved to 
eastern Montana to work the flats of Baker: Helpers DICK 
ROBERTS and BOB HAMK ENS also noted that a difference 
had occurred; instead of dragging road cables up and down 
the mountain, they could drag them under barbed wire 
fences and across wheat fields. 

November put us back on the road, this time to Buffalo, 
Wyoming. H ere Chief Observer CARL StVAGE and Assistant 
Observer DICK WILSON had their hands full trying to keep 
up with all of the extra cables and jugs used, as well as to 
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Above - That vetercm chief observer, Corl B. Sivoge, stops long 
enough for a picture before climbing inside the recording truck 
to shoot another hole for Party 36 near Buffalo, Wyoming. Below
Driller Floyd Skinner (feftl and Helper Bob Homkens, also Party 
36 near Buffalo, ore trying to make the pipe go down. 'Tis cold! 



Above - Chief Gun Operator Harry Larrabee pauses outside the 
Party 72 shooting shack. Right - One of the Party 72 photog
raphers caught Assistant Observers Vic Finkley Ueftl and David 
Durham adding oil to a cable section during a line change at night. 

the bullfights and sunny Estoril Beach before departing for 
the unknowns of Africa, with an intermediate stop in Las 
Palmas, Canary Islands. After a four-day break in Las 
Palmas, where BILL Ross completed his rotation period 
and was relieved by Party Manager G. R. GRAHAM, Party 
72 left for the illustrious city of Port Etienne, Mauritania, 
which has recently become famous in a PROFILE article 
contributed. by Party 82. In Port Etienne we were joined 
by Co-ordinator GENE STEVENS, who came from Party 
101 in Singapore, and Digital Equipment Engineer PETER 
YATES, from London, who replaced NORMAN CAMERON 
upon his rotation off the crew. After exploring some of the 
cultural points of interest in Port Etienne, most of the 
crew had envious visions of BILL back in Las Palmas. 

Our next port of call was Dakar, Senegal, which was a 

very enjoyable city. After a few losing battles with local 
traders, we now have quite a collection of ebony carvings 
and assorted junk on board. While Party 72 was in Dakar, 
Chief Co-ordinator MARK HUDSON left the crew for his long 
awaited vacation and rotation to the States. 

As this is written, we are looking forward to the next 
stop, Monrovia, Liberia, and anticipating what the port 
calls on down the line will hold for us. Since that one
millionth pop last October 17, Party 72 has been going 
continuously; and if all goes well, we hope to report our 
two-millionth pop in some future WESTERN PROFILE. 

Left - Helper Hardy Doty appears a little surprised to encounter 
a Porty 72 photographer while changing gun shifts, and Assistant 
Observer Vic Finkley apparently sees something interesting on the 
PFR. Above - Assistant Observer Claud Roundtree repairs a coble. 

WESTERN PROFILE 

PARTY 78 - MORGAN CITY, LOUISIANA 

L. G. NEILSON, Reporter 

Party 78 has been traveling up and down the Gulf Coast 
from Grand Isle, Louisiana, to Port O'Connor, Texas, and 
all of the places in between for the last several months. 

After a very normal and smooth fall operation, everyone 
was looking forward to the Christmas holidays and the 
happy times at home with their families. From all reports, 
there were plenty of gifts under the tree for one and all, 
but the one that was present and not wanted was the old 
flu "bug." Digital Operator LARRY THOMANN and Gun 
Operator L. L. CRIST were not able to return after the 
holidays due to sickness. In fact, LARRY has since gone to 
Louisiana, to the Shreveport Digital Center, and will be 
missed by all. 

Three days after returning from the holidays, the entire 
crew was down with the flu ; and so the crew had to be 
shut down. Twelve of fourteen men were on the sick list! 
Co-ord inator L. E. RENICK went home with a high fever. 
Assistant Observer KENNETH HERNANDEZ had to go home. 
Gun Operator LEO DELAHOUSSEY also had to depart, tak
ing both navigational operators with him. Helpers JoE 
BADER and HARVEY MABRY returned to Shreveport to 
check in with their doctors. 

Our boat crew was not spared, with Captains HENRY 
LANDRY and JoE JONES both having to be replaced. Cap
tain RAY BERRY has so far been able to escape the bug. 
Even Cook C. W. ETHRIDGE had to go to bed for three 
days. The only one up and kicking was Assistant Observer 
M IL TON BOUDREAUX; so we are going to give him a gold 
star. 

As this is being written we are back in operation in 
Morgan City, Louisiana, and looking forward to better 
prospects - especially in our health! 

PARTY 36 - BUFFALO, WYOMING 

J. 0. GOODGAME, Reporter-Photographer 
DELLA GOODGAME, Reporter 

Western Wyoming includes some of the most beautiful 
country this reporter has seen, and this is where Driller
Mechanic Rov IRETON and Drillers FLOYD SKINNER, RICH
ARD MURRAY, and EUGENE RENZ spent the summer punch
ing holes up and down the mountain sides. It was quite a 
change for them in October when the crew moved to 
eastern Montana to work the flats of Baker: Helpers DICK 
ROBERTS and BOB HAMK ENS also noted that a difference 
had occurred; instead of dragging road cables up and down 
the mountain, they could drag them under barbed wire 
fences and across wheat fields. 

November put us back on the road, this time to Buffalo, 
Wyoming. H ere Chief Observer CARL StVAGE and Assistant 
Observer DICK WILSON had their hands full trying to keep 
up with all of the extra cables and jugs used, as well as to 

SPRING 1969 

Above - That vetercm chief observer, Corl B. Sivoge, stops long 
enough for a picture before climbing inside the recording truck 
to shoot another hole for Party 36 near Buffalo, Wyoming. Below
Driller Floyd Skinner (feftl and Helper Bob Homkens, also Party 
36 near Buffalo, ore trying to make the pipe go down. 'Tis cold! 



Left - Party 36 Assistant Observer 
Dick Wilson lights up his special blend 
while waiting for the drill to finish 
another hole near Buffalo, Wyoming . 
Right - In the same area Helpers 
Dean King and Dick Roberts check 
a group lo find what the trouble is. 

The drillers' best friend, the salamander, looks very lonely on 
this Wyoming hillside. When they gel cold enough, though, the 
drillers will gel their "people heater" and probably share it. 

make adapters to fit them. Surveyor CHARLES E . (CHRIS) 
CHTSHOLM and DrcK STEIBER found enough breathing 
space in Buffalo to do the surveying for our crew as well 
as another job requested by our client. 

Buffalo just happens to be the home of Shooter CALVIN 
ABBEY'S in-laws. "How lucky can you get?" asks ABBEY. 
Well, this just points out another advantage of being a 
doodlebugger - just be patient and you will surely move. 

Now while digging out of the snow in the flats of North 
Dakota, we look back to last summer and wonderful west
ern Wyoming and wonder: What have we done to deserve 
such a fate as is now ours - a spike job for the Christmas 
season and into January; days sitting in a motel room hun
dreds of miles from families, unable to work because of 
bitter cold and blizzard conditions; almost half the crew in 
bed with the flu. At a time such as this things look bleak to 
all of us and morale runs low. The weaker members fall 
out under these hardships; but as the storm passes and the 
sun rises on a new day and the crew rejoins families, one 
looks at those who are ieft and thinks, "These are the real 
doodlebuggers - the men you are proud to work with, 
the men who are responsible for the success of a crew." 

The wives of Party 36 have been busy as we have been 
on the move. The children started school in Riverton, 
Wyoming; stayed there long enough to get one report card 
and then moved to Baker; repeated the process; and now 
hope to stay in Buffalo long enough to finish mid-term. 
Thus, we have had a lot of packing, unpacking, enroll ing 
children in school, and the like for the past several months. 

We manage, however, to get together for a social event 
between moves occasionally, the last notable one being 
the crew Christmas party for the children. LrNDA (Mrs. A. 
R.) SATTERFIELD, ably assisted by DONNA (Mrs. EUGENE) 
RENZ, planned the party, which was well attended and 
enjoyed by al l. Taking in the festivities were: DONNA RENZ 
and children TIMMY and BRIAN, LINDA SATTERFIELD and 
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Surveyor Dick Steiber, of Party 36, is trying to use a stadia rod as a wind break near Buffalo, Wyoming! 

son LAINE, LrNDA (Mrs . BOB) HAMKENS and son ROBBIE, 
CAROL (Mrs . ROY) IRETON with ALAN and COLEEN, EVE
LYN SIVAGE, DELLA (Mrs. J. 0.) GOODGAME and BETH, 
PAULINE (Mrs . DICK) ROBERTS and children SANDRA and 
RANDY, and FRANCES (Mrs. c. E.) CHISHOLM with CHRIS, 
JR ., and BECKY. Garnes were played, refreshments were 
served, and gifts were exchanged; and everyone agreed 
that it had been a rousing success. 

Several families spent Christmas in Buffalo, the excep
tions being the SIVAGES, who went to Kansas to visit their 
son; the GooDGAMES, seeing families in Texas; the IRE
TONs, going to relatives in Wyoming; and the SATTER
FIELDS, also visiting in Wyoming. 

The ABBEYS have just bought a trailer house, and PAT 
is busy getting it ready for the first move. 

As this party is now in the process of disbanding, we 

Left - Shooter Calvin Abbey reports: 
"Ready on this end-and hurry 'cause 
it's cold out here. " Right - Helper 
Arlie Satterfield and Driller-Mechan
ic Roy Ireton seem to be optimistic 
about loading this one for Party 36 as 
the mast has already been lowered . 
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shall. again be on the road to our various new assignments, 
looking forward to new adventures in our unique profes
sion. Nevertheless, it is with regret that we bid goodby as 
Party 36; but we shall be reappearing on other crews in 
the future, perhaps seeing old friends and making new 
ones. Therefore, until we see you with a "new look," have 
a good year! 
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PARTY 62 -THESSALONIKI, GREECE 

CHARLES F. SEBASTIAN, JR., Reporter 
BRUCE HARE, Photographer 

It was in late November on a calm, clear morning fol
lowing a violent storm in the Mediterranean Sea that Cap
tain W. G. (TINY) WILLIAMS eased the Western Sea along 
the quay in front of the ancient city of Thessaloniki at 
the northern end of the Gulf of Thermaikos. The crossing 
from Malta was a particularly rough one. Thus the ship's 
crew, including Marine Engineers NORMAN GONSOULIN, 
CHARLES BROWNING, and NICK SURIAN, was happy to 
make the lines fast and get in some shore time while the 
technical crew, under Assistant Co-ordinator RUSSELL 
STANLAND and Gunner CURTIS WILLIAMS, began re-acti
vating the seismic recording equipment and AQUAPULSE 
system. 

The first voyage after discharging the land-based navi
gation equipment was a trip to Volos in the Gulf of Paga
sitikos to load liquid oxygen and then back again to Sa-
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lonica (Thessaloniki), with time out for cable-balancing 
exercises and a test of the AQUAPULSE guns. 

Leaving his family in California to enjoy an extended 
vacation, Senior Co-ordinator PHIL MURRAY joined the 
Western Sea at the end of the trial run; and another seismic 
survey was soon under way. With the prospect of a Christ
mas at home for many of the crew, operations went for
ward at a rapid pace; and the job was finished well before 
the holiday season. 

Among those lucky enough to travel to England and a 
Chris tmas with their families were RUSSELL STANLAND, 
Digital Operator ROBERT BRINDLE, Assistant Gunner 
ADRIAN HARRIS, Recording Helper WARICK WILKS, and 
our French chef, ANGELO MELON!. Big JOHN KOSTANIC, 
whi le discussing his plans for the Christmas break with 
some of the crew in the galley, received with astonishment 
and disbelief a surprise announcement that he was being 
transferred to Liberia as soon as he could get his bags 
packed. We hope that you had a warm Christmas and New 
Year's celebration on your new crew some place off Africa, 
JOHN. 

Another who also made it to his home, in Den Helder, 
Holland, just in time for Christmas dinner with the family 
was Assistant Party Manager ROBERT MOREE. He then 
was sent back to Holland on the New Year on urgent 
Company business. Digital Operator MARTIN BALL and 
PHIL MURRAY had time for only a quick one in a London 
pub on their way to Brazil for a Christmas celebration, 
South American style. 

A weather break at Kavalla in the north Aegean Sea 
provided an opportunity for Observer BRUCE HARE, Re-

The Western Sea patiently waits out some rough weather in the 
protected waters of the harbor of Kavalla, Greece, at the north 
end of the Aegean Sea, where Party 62 was working at the time. 

cording Helper TONY BlRo, and others to explore this pic
turesque town, which climbs right out of the sea and up a 
mountai n side. A Roman aqueduct running into the center 
of the town, ancient Byzantine walls, and the many coior
ful Greek fishing boats, also partaking of the protection 
afforded at Kavalla, were among the interesting sights . 
Midway through the job sunny Greece turned into a winter 
wonderland, and Party Chief c. F. (CHUCK) SEBASTIAN 
took his wife KICKI and daughter INGRID for a romp and 
snowball fight in the hills outside Thessaloniki. 

On the Via Egnatia, the ancient Roman road to Con
stantinople, Thessaloniki has been an important city since 
its found ing by Cassander, the King of Macedonia, in 315 
B.C.; and the present-day city reflects 2,000 years of fas
cinating history. The ruins of the Acropolis and ramparts 
begun in the 4th century are sti ll standing on the summit 
of the hill behind the port, and a triumphal arch built by 
Galerius in the 4th century AD. stands across the central 
avenue of today. A wide boulevard and promenade along 
the waterfront is dominated by the White Tower, an im
pressive reminder of the extensive fortifications built in 
the 15th century. The city has changed hands many times 
in its long history and was once conquered by the Knights 
of the Fourth Crusade in the 13th century. The old Turkish 
quarter is a nightmare of narrow, twisted streets, usually 
dead-ending for automobiles; and we learned the hard way 
that there is no short cut through this section of town. 

A few days before Christmas the Western Sea eased out 
of Thessaloniki, another marine seismic survey complete, 
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Left - Keeping up with Party 62 paper work on board the Western 
Sea is part of the daily chores for Digital Operator Martin Ball. 

Below - Assistant Party Manager Robert Moree, taking a turn at 
riding the Party 62 ship off Greece, applies his attention to 
cleaning the tape heads on one of the 9-track magnetic tape decks. 

Captain W. G. !linyl Williams towers over the wheelhouse controls 
on the Western Sea, ever alert to the hidden dangers to the ves
sel and the cable of Party 62, operating in the waters off Greece. 
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shall. again be on the road to our various new assignments, 
looking forward to new adventures in our unique profes
sion. Nevertheless, it is with regret that we bid goodby as 
Party 36; but we shall be reappearing on other crews in 
the future, perhaps seeing old friends and making new 
ones. Therefore, until we see you with a "new look," have 
a good year! 
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make the lines fast and get in some shore time while the 
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lonica (Thessaloniki), with time out for cable-balancing 
exercises and a test of the AQUAPULSE guns. 

Leaving his family in California to enjoy an extended 
vacation, Senior Co-ordinator PHIL MURRAY joined the 
Western Sea at the end of the trial run; and another seismic 
survey was soon under way. With the prospect of a Christ
mas at home for many of the crew, operations went for
ward at a rapid pace; and the job was finished well before 
the holiday season. 

Among those lucky enough to travel to England and a 
Chris tmas with their families were RUSSELL STANLAND, 
Digital Operator ROBERT BRINDLE, Assistant Gunner 
ADRIAN HARRIS, Recording Helper WARICK WILKS, and 
our French chef, ANGELO MELON!. Big JOHN KOSTANIC, 
whi le discussing his plans for the Christmas break with 
some of the crew in the galley, received with astonishment 
and disbelief a surprise announcement that he was being 
transferred to Liberia as soon as he could get his bags 
packed. We hope that you had a warm Christmas and New 
Year's celebration on your new crew some place off Africa, 
JOHN. 
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Holland, just in time for Christmas dinner with the family 
was Assistant Party Manager ROBERT MOREE. He then 
was sent back to Holland on the New Year on urgent 
Company business. Digital Operator MARTIN BALL and 
PHIL MURRAY had time for only a quick one in a London 
pub on their way to Brazil for a Christmas celebration, 
South American style. 

A weather break at Kavalla in the north Aegean Sea 
provided an opportunity for Observer BRUCE HARE, Re-

The Western Sea patiently waits out some rough weather in the 
protected waters of the harbor of Kavalla, Greece, at the north 
end of the Aegean Sea, where Party 62 was working at the time. 

cording Helper TONY BlRo, and others to explore this pic
turesque town, which climbs right out of the sea and up a 
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begun in the 4th century are sti ll standing on the summit 
of the hill behind the port, and a triumphal arch built by 
Galerius in the 4th century AD. stands across the central 
avenue of today. A wide boulevard and promenade along 
the waterfront is dominated by the White Tower, an im
pressive reminder of the extensive fortifications built in 
the 15th century. The city has changed hands many times 
in its long history and was once conquered by the Knights 
of the Fourth Crusade in the 13th century. The old Turkish 
quarter is a nightmare of narrow, twisted streets, usually 
dead-ending for automobiles; and we learned the hard way 
that there is no short cut through this section of town. 

A few days before Christmas the Western Sea eased out 
of Thessaloniki, another marine seismic survey complete, 
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Left - Keeping up with Party 62 paper work on board the Western 
Sea is part of the daily chores for Digital Operator Martin Ball. 

Below - Assistant Party Manager Robert Moree, taking a turn at 
riding the Party 62 ship off Greece, applies his attention to 
cleaning the tape heads on one of the 9-track magnetic tape decks. 

Captain W. G. !linyl Williams towers over the wheelhouse controls 
on the Western Sea, ever alert to the hidden dangers to the ves
sel and the cable of Party 62, operating in the waters off Greece. 
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Above - Assistant Gunner Adrian Harris, who is seen stepping 
out of the car into one of the narrow, twisted streets of Kavalla, 
Greece, appears to be saying, "How do we get out of here?" Party 
62 had a weather break in Kavalla, a picturesque town that seem
ingly climbs out of the north Aegean Sea and up a mountain side. 

Below - This wall of archways is not the remains of an ancient 
building; rather, it is an old Roman aqueduct that was used to 
bring water into the town of Kavalla, Greece . The men of Party 
62 saw it while they were waiting out a storm in the Aegean Sea. 

with just TINY WILLIAMS and his ship's crew aboard. The 
recording crew will not be forgotten, though, as TINY had 
tape-recorded many original ballads created and sung by 
our talented duo, consisting of RUSSELL STANLAND and 
TONY Brno and his guitar. The Western Sea docked at 
Malta just before Christmas, allowing the crew to introduce 
relief Captain CECIL MATHIEU, newly arrived from the 
Texas Gulf Coast, to its home away from home at Valletta. 
Next stop for Party 62 is Agadir, Morocco, and after that, 
anything is possible. Who knows, maybe we shall visit your 
country some day. 
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In the vicinity of Craig, Colorado, on 
the western slope of the Rockies, 
Party 66 had this hilly, rough, sage
brush-covered terrain in which to work 

Shooter Ray Olivas has "pulled the switch" on a shot point near 
Baggs, Wyoming, one of Party 66's jobs in the Rocky Mountains. 
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PARTY 66 - CRAIG, COLORADO 

R. A . CARTER, Reporter 
LEROY AUSTIN, R. A. CARTER, WILLIAM GRIEBEL, 

JOHN KROOK, and RAY OLIVAS, Photographers 

Party 66 reports this time from Craig, Colorado. Since 
our last report from Stanley, North Dakota, the crew has 
moved only twice, from Stanley to Williston, North Da
kota, and then on to here. 

Craig is located in the northwest corner of Colorado, 
on the western slope of the Rockies. The area abounds 
with game, both large and small, including elk, deer, an
telope, prairie chickens, sage chicke9s, and the like. During 
the hunting season the crew kept a wary eye out. Also, 
many wore bright clothing because the country is fiJled 
with hunters, some from as far away as California or Texas; 
and no one wanted to be mistaken for a deer. The terrain 
is hilly, rough, and sagebrush-covered, necessitating the 
use of a 'dozer in most of the areas the crew worked, except 
some of the valleys where the sagebrush had been cleared 
for small-grain farming. 

Party 66 had been on the same contract for five and 
one-half years, but December 31 marked the end of this 
crew as a shot-hole crew. No, we have not lost our con
tract; we are just converting to vibrators, for the same 
client, in a new locale yet to be decided. We said farewell 
to Driller-Mechanic WILLIAM GRIEBEL and his wife, Drill-
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er LEROY AUSTIN and his family, Drill Helpers WILLIAM 
v. OWENS, LEONARD ULLEDAHL, and RICHARD O 'HARA 
and their families. All these men went to Party 34 in Minot, 
North Dakota. Our loss is Party 34's gain. 

Driller-Mechanic DONAL SWINT remains with us on this 
crew to keep the vibrators working as he has had much 
experience with them. Drill Helper DONALD LINDAHL was 
transferred to Party V-4 to learn to operate a vibrator, and 
we wish him luck in his new job. Another recent departure 
from this crew was GAYLEN WHrPPLE, a geophysical 
trainee who left for Houston to work in the digital center 
as a programmer. 

Hoping for a nice flat prospect with not quite so much 

Above-The Party 66 cable trucks are loaded after the men finish a 
line near Elk Springs, Colorado, southwest of Craig, "home base." 

Below-Before a backdrop of very blue sky Party 66 Driller LeRoy 
Austin and Helper Leonard Ulledahl make hole near Elk Springs. 
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snow when and wherever we move are Observer JOHN 
KROOK, Cable-truck Operators BILL LEBAR and ROBERT 
FrsKE, and Shooter RAY OLIVAS. Recording Helpers TOM 
WOOD, HAL NYE, JOHN FISKE, EsEQUIEL ORTEGA, ROGER 
L. DOBBS, JOHN RANDOLPH, MODESTO MARTINEZ, and 
TOM COZZENS all agree that it would be a nice change to 
get in an area with a little less sagebrush so that the flyers 
would not become so tangled. 

We have two new surveyors on the crew. BILL ZABEL 
came down from Party 34 in Minot, and RrCHARD S. FISH 

Party 66 members who did not go home for Christmas break got to
gether for dinner at the Cosgriff Hotel in Craig, Colorado, December 21. 
Right - "Taotie Carter" (from the left!, Bill Zabel, Leonard and Sandy 
Ulledahl, Ray Olivas, and Eda and Lou Corter. Below left - Carol and 
John Krook, Clara Fiske, Bill LeBar, Linda Owens, cmd Linda and Gaylen 
Whipple. Below right - Connie and Ray Olivas, Eda Carter (who is the 
office typist-clerk for Party 661, and R. A. I Shorty I Carter, party manager. 

Left - The Party 66 recording crew prepares to shoot a velocity 
survey on the western slope of the Rockies. Left to right are: 
Helper Hal D. Nye, Cable Operator Bill LeBar, Helper Sheldon 
Hostetler, Observer John Krook, Cable Operator Robert Fiske, 
Helper Lyman Taylor, and Geophysical Trainee Gaylen Whipple. 
Above - This large Party 66 drill truck is Driller-Mechanic Wil
liam I Bil II Griebel's "pride and joy." At the left of it in this 
Williston, North Dakota, parking area are the crew cable trucks. 

just joined us from Alaska. ROBERT SILVA rounds out the 
survey crew. With these three on the job, survey problems 
should be a thing of the past. 

We also have a new permit agent since our last report. 
Eo J. BAIRD joined Western in late August 1968. ED was 

WESTERN PROFILE 

A furry ball in the brush? It is anything but furry, anything but 
a ball. It is a porcupine run up a tree by the Party 66 recording 
crew! There were no reports of quills being pulled from the men. 

experienced in permitting before coming to Western. Assist
ing him in laying out the lines on this prospect has been 
SAM R. OLIVAS. 

Several of the crew members who did not go home over 
the Christmas break decided to have a get-together; so on 
the eve of December 21 they met at the Cosgriff Hotel in 
the club room for a hearty and delicious dinner. Attending 
were Party Manager R. A. CARTER and wife "TooTIE," 
Observer JoHN KROOK and wife CAROL, LEONARD ULLE
DAHL and wife SANDY, BILL OWENS and wife LINDA, BILL 
LEBAR and wife MAXINE, RAY OLIVAS and wife CONNIE, 
ROBERT FISKE and wife CLARA, and GAYLEN WHIPPLE and 
wife LINDA, plus bachelors SAM OLIVAS and BILL ZABEL. 
Everyone enjoyed the good food and warm atmosphere 
of the party. 

Party 66 will have a new number when operation is re
sumed with vibrators. At this time we are waiting for the 
"Vibroseis"® equipment to arrive, and all of us who have 
never been on this type of operation are looking forward 
to it with mixed feelings - curiosity and an eagerness to 
try something new, with just a twinge of anxiety because 
we really do not know everything to expect from it. We 
shall ~Isa receive a new recording truck from Los Angeles. 

This about sums up the current happenings on Party 66. 
o.ur next report will have a different party number, starting 
with a "V;" but old "66" was always a good shot-hole
crew, and we do not expect the change of numbers to 
affect that much. We shall just become a good vibrator 
crew. 

(Party 66 has since been renumbered and is now Party 
V-9. Also, it has relocated, first in Lamar, Colorado, and 
then in February in Torrington, Wyoming. - Ed.) 
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PARTY V-5 (Office) - HOUSTON, TEXAS 

KATHLEEN PERRY, Reporter 

The Texas Gulf Coast is being well covered by Party 
V-5. While the field crew moves around over the state 
Party Chief STEVE WINBORN remains in Houston to kee~ 
tabs on the data processing - when he is not on the phone 
talking to Party Manager CLARENCE HARDIN about the 
crew's activities. Manager of Operations CHARLES DICK 
and Supervisor BEN LANGSTON are also nearby for fre
quent consultations. 

STEVE lives in southwest Houston with his wife PHYLLIS 
and two of their three children. Son TERRY was graduated 
last June from Westbury High School, where he took part 
in many debate and extemporaneous speech tournaments, 
as well as bowling. TERRY is now attending the University 
?f Houston and plans to major in theology. Daughter GAIL 
1s a sophomore at Westbury High and is interested in art. 
The Winborns' oldest daughter, LURA, her husband, Bon 
~ELSON, and their son, TODD (born June 11 , 1968), live 
m Cheyenne, Wyoming. This summer they all came to 
Houston to spend their vacation. 

Assisting STEVE with his digital processing is KATHLEEN 
PERRY. KATHLEEN and husband Ross also live in south
west Houston with their three children RICHARD KEVIN 
and KATHY. RICHARD also was gradu~ted in Ju'ne fro~ 
Westbury High, where he played football and baseball. 
!fe is .now attending Louisiana Tech in Ruston, majoring 
m busmess. KEVIN, the surfer, is attending Westbury and 
is a junior. KATHY is in the ninth grade at Johnston Junior 
High, where she is a member of Future Teachers of Amer
ica. 

So long 'til next time from Houston - home of the first 
domed stadium and the last-ranked Astros! 

Veteran Party Chief Steve Winborn 
(above) is proud of his son, Terry 
(right), who graduated last June 

from Westbury High School, Hous
ton, and is now at the University 
of Houston, majoring in theology. 
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Senior Seismologist Nolen Webb puts the finishing touches on a 
structure contour map in the office of Party R-10 in Bakersfield, 
California. Nolen and the three men at the bottom of these two 
pages are the office crew for Party 9 as we ll as the R-10 staff. 

PARTIES R-10 and 9 (Office) -
BAKERSFIELD, CALIFORNIA 

FRANK HERSEY, Reporter-Photographer 

Bound on the east by the Sierra Nevada Range and on 
the south by the barren Tehachapi Mountains, which form 
the southern end of the San Joaquin Valley, is situated 
the city of Bakersfield, home of Parties R-10 and 9 
(Office). Huddled beneath its shroud of winter clouds 

(known to the valley dwellers as the *-*?! fog), the city 
as viewed from the air would seem to have to lie beneath 
a great blanket of snow. This is only an illusion, of course; 
however, some Westerners did find real snow this winter 
during the holiday season. 

Computer HAYWARD JAMES, his wife SHEILA, and son 
CHRIS spent Christmas with SHEILA'S family in Fresno, 
California, and planned to try some California skiing but 
found the ski area closed. Meanwhile, SHEILA and CHRIS 
contacted the flu, but both are well now. We are wondering, 
though, if the drum set CHRIS received for Christmas will 
affect HAYWARD'S health also. 

Traveling farther, Computer FRANK HERSEY and wife 
CYNTHIA had Christmas and New Year's with their fam
ilies in both Omaha and Denver, each city having its share 
of snow. FRANK, formerly correlator operator for Party 
V-4, came to us from Denver last September and has been 
learning interpretation under the auspicious eye of Senior 
Seismologist NOLEN WEBB. CYNTHIA has been teaching 
seventh-grade music since their arrival in Bakersfield. 

NOLEN spent the holidays at the office "holding down 
the fort" for the rest of us off having a good time. He took 
over the office last June. Draftsman ROBERT (CAL) CAL
HOUN enjoyed "sleeping in" as he was unable to leave town. 
If parts are still available for '54 Fords, maybe his car, the 
"Blue Mongoose," will be running again soon. Coming to 
us last October from New Orleans to "seek his fortune," 
CAL plans to do a lot of sightseeing in California while he 
has the opportunity. 

We all said our goodbys to Chief Computer PAUL ROB-

The rest of Party R-10 are al work in their Bakersfield, Califor
nia, office. Left - Computer Frank Hersey prepares a structure' 
contour map for client submittal. Above - Computer Hayward 
James ponders a point before migrating a section. Right - Drafts
man Robert (Call Calhoun letters an overlay on the light table. 
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Twins, no; permit agents, yes. At the 
far right Jack Robinson looks as if 
he has forgotten all of his permit 
problems - and the thorns - as he 
poses lust before leaving on vacation. 
At the immediate right is the reason 
that Jack can relax; Bill Hull is already 
at work as Jack's relief. The agents 
are with Party 21, Pleasanton, Texas. 

INSON, who left us for Party 68 in Moab, Utah, and then 
on to Alaska. PAUL recently received his 5-Year Service 
Pin from Supervisor JOHN ADAMS. Now we all say our 
goodbys to you from Parties R-10 and 9 (Office). 

PARTY 21 - PLEASANTON, TEXAS 

CORINE BRANNON, Reporter 
W. G. BRANNON, Photographer 

Since last reporting in the PROFILE, Party 21 has been 
on the move. We left Conroe in June and after a four
month stay in El Campo we moved to Pleasanton, all three 

in Texas. Pleasanton is a small town, located about 30 
miles south of San Antonio. As you know, that is the home 
of the Alamo, which is included in all of our sightseeing 
tours. History books come alive with memories of Davy 
Crockett, James Bowie, William Travis, and the other 181 
heroes of the Alamo. This illustrates one of the big ad
vantages of "doodlebugging." In their travels Western em
ployees and their families get to see many points of interest, 
historical and otherwise, that many persons may never see. 
For us doodlebuggers they are "close to home." 

Speaking of traveling, we have lost Party Manager L. 
M. (MATT) HERRINGTON to the "wilds" of Africa. In 
September MATT left for Tunis, Tunisia, and is heading 
the field crew of Party D-1. We hope that it will not be too 
wild for his wife WANDA and children JEFF and JILL, who 
accompanied him. Everyone on Party 21 misses them, but 
we wish them well. 

Taking MATT'S place is Party Manager DELMAS THORN
HILL, who came to us from Crosby, North Dakota. DEL
MAS and his wife DOROTHY came upon an impossible 
situation in El Campo - where to find a house or apart
ment. There was none. After living in a motel for two 
weeks, they joined the many other Westerners who own 
mobile homes. The THORNHILLS' new home is a 12-foot
wide, 65-foot-long Rembrant. DOROTHY and children, 
SHARON, SUE, and GARY, remained in El Campo; and so 
we have not seen them much but know that they are en
joying it. 

The country here is a little different than that to which 
Party 21 is accustomed. There is not so much brush, but 
the terrain is rough and hilly. There are thorns everywhere. 
Permit Agent JACK ROBINSON has a perfect description for 
it. He says, "If it doesn't stick, it bites." 

The necessity of maintaining straight lines has made 
JACK'S work most demanding. It also complicates matters 
for Surveyor w. G. BRANNON, Helpers BILLY LESTER and 
G. R. (RICKY) KELLEY, and Driller KERNEY RALEY. 

35 



'j ' • 

Senior Seismologist Nolen Webb puts the finishing touches on a 
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California. Nolen and the three men at the bottom of these two 
pages are the office crew for Party 9 as we ll as the R-10 staff. 

PARTIES R-10 and 9 (Office) -
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FRANK HERSEY, Reporter-Photographer 
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are with Party 21, Pleasanton, Texas. 
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PARTY 21 - PLEASANTON, TEXAS 

CORINE BRANNON, Reporter 
W. G. BRANNON, Photographer 
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Far right - Driller Kerney Raley, 
out of his field clothes, pauses 
wilh his pipe afler a day of work 
in the rough, hilly terrain near 
Pleasanton, Texas, with Parly 21. 

Immediate right - Party Manager 
Delmas Thornhill came to Pleasan
ton from Crosby, North Dakota, to 
h;1ke over Party 21 reins from Party 
Manager L. M. !Matti Herrington 
when the latter left for Tunisia to 
head the field crew of Party D-1. 

These Party 21 men are in lhe field - working or posing - near 
Pleasanton, Texas. Above -Recording Helper Lupe Navarro lleftl 
and Assistant Observer Millon Powell. Right - Observer Dale Mor
gan. Below - Survey Helpers Ricky Kelley I left) and Billy Lester. 

Where the surveyors go, the drills must follow; and 
Driller AL DAVIS follows with few complaints. Helping AL 
are Drill Helpers BRUCE LAMB and EDDIE IZARD. AL 
came to us by way of a Western crew in Mexia, Texas. 
Everyone was glad to renew old acquaintances or establish 
new ones with him and his wife Jo ANN and their daughters 
LINDA and CONNIE. 

Observer DALE MORGAN still heads the recording crew 
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Drille r Al Davis !left) and one of his helpers, Eddie Izard, are 
busily loading a shot hole for Party 21 near Pleasanton, Te.xas. 

and has the helping hands of M1L TON PowELL who is his 
assistant observer, and DoN DRENNON, who doe~ the shoot
ing. The recording helpers are ROGER MILLER, JAMES 
CLIFFORD, LUPE NAVARRO, and JIMMY TOSCANO. We have 
finally gone "modern." At the end of December Party 21 
received a new digital recording truck. 

November 26 was a night to remember! The trailer park 
where the RALEYS', DAVIS', and BRANNONS' trailers are 
located came into a little excitement in the form of a big 
wind. What at first seemed to be a small thunderstorm 
soon turned into a furious, combined hailstorm and wind
storm. The storm took its toll as four trailers were blown 
off their blocks, including the RALEYS' and BRANNONS'. 
Th~re was also damage to antennas and three patio covers, 
wh1.ch collapsed. Take the word of one who was in the 
trailers, we were all scared stiff. All in all we were lucky 
as there were numerous tornadoes reported in the area 
that night, and all we suffered was fright. (Plus the above 
damage! - Ed.) 

Santa Claus came to Pleasanton and to Party 21 in the 
form of some mighty big stocking fillers. Early in Decem
ber the BRANNON family became the proud owners of a 
bright red Ford Country Sedan. It made the trip to Ala
bama for the holidays quite enjoyable. The ROGER MIL
LERS returned from the holidays the owners of a 1969 
Rernbrant Mobile home. It is 12 x 50 feet. ROGER, LINDA, 
and daughter SHARON are so proud of their new home that 
we can hardly hold them down to earth. Just in time for 
this edition this reporter spied a new car in the MORGANS' 
driveway. Sure enough, DALE and MARY Jo have a new 
LTD Ford. It is also red with a black top. 

This about covers the news from Party 21, and we end 
this with a message from all of us to all of you: a belated 
but sincere Happy New Year. 

SPRING 1969 

Above - Recording Helpers James Clifford (from the left!, Jimmy 
Toscano, and Roger Miller are aboard a jug buggy that will take 
them anywhere and everywhere Party 21 works around Pleasanton. 

Be low - In the same Texas area Helper Eddie Izard waits for a 
Party 21 driller to get the joint down so he can make a connection. 
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PARTY 82 - MONROVIA, LIBERIA 

PATRICK FRASER-JAMIESON, Reporter 

If anyone had consulted the Oracle around August 1968, 
it probably would have foretold travel and much change 
for Party 82 during the fall and winter. In just over five 
months the crew worked in no less than six different Afri
can countries and saw at least another four whilst in transit 
between them. 

After the stark aridity of Mauritania and the Spanish 
Sahara, the luxuriant conditions of Liberia, one of the 
wettest places in Africa, came as a welcome change to ev
eryone. (For the inhabitants, however, whose properties 
are battlegrounds in a war against chemical and biological 
decay, the onset of the dry season in late fall must come as 
a welcome relief.) After the work was completed in this 
African "Dollar Country," the Western Geophysical Ill 
made its way down to Walvis Bay, in South West Africa, 
while the rest of the party flew down, taking in Johannes
burg, Republic of South Africa, en route. 

It was from Johannesburg that several crew members, 
including Cook J EAN LAHEY and Helpers ROBERTO P1c
CHIANI and FRANCOIS PAUWEIS, ventured into the subtly 
preserved wilds of Kreuger National Park to spend two 
days on safari in search of the many species of wild game 
that abound there. Meanwhile, less intrepid travelers such 
as Gun Operator RODNEY WALDRON, Helper JOHN BYRNE, 
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and Assistant Party Manager PAT FRASER-JAMIESON, with 
a weather eye on an evening's "frosty Foster's" ale, con
fined their naturalistic interests to the smaller Johannes
burg game reserve. It was here that the lions were found 
to be so tame that their customary kingly roar regularly 
gave way to unparalleled bouts of yawning. 

From Johannesburg the crew flew across to Windhoek, 
South West Africa, a most pleasant town lying at 6,000 
feet up on the western margin of the Kalahari Desert. From 
Windhoek a charter plane of doubtful vintage completed 
the last leg of our journey to Walvis Bay. Indeed, this was 
a memorable flight, during which both Observer JOHN 
ScHULSTAD and Gun Operator GARRY SKINNER were con
vinced that behind all the noise and vibration was an elastic 
band of quite astronomical proportions. 

Walvis Bay, a settlement of low houses and wide, mud
dy roads, presented an aura of the living frontier where 
improvisation and a sense of humor were prerequisites in 
a world of 20th century isolation. The town proved, how
ever, to be an admirable base for our operations, making 
up for its spartan ambiance with its genuine hospitality 
and efficient handli ng of Company business. It was in 
Walvis Bay that Party Manager MIKE CONNER, in between 
newspaper interviews, was invited to give a speech on off
shore oil exploration at one of the major hotels. Unfortu
nately for posterity and the w,prld at large, MIKE'S deathless 
prose on the oil game was superceded at the last minute 
by the utterings of the Minister of Internal Affairs. 

When Pa rty 8 2 rea ched Togo, the Western Geophysical "Ill 
became such a focus of political interest that a visit by 
the President of the country was deemed essential. Afte r 
much cleaning and polishing aboard ship, the Presidential 
reception took place Monday, November 4 . The estimate 
of 20 or so visitors proved to be the under-estimate of 
the year. Left - A consulting geophysicist riding th e ship 
for the client explains the seismic theory to th e President 
of Togo. Below - The President, some of his aides, a nd 
other guests are shown behind the cable reel. Right -;- . 
Some of the mo re than " 20 or so" visitors who are on 
board fo r the short demonstration voyage are caught 
by a local photographer. The event, including a reception 
at a hotel, was widely covered in the national press . 

From South West Africa, work took Party 82 up the 
west African coast to Fernando Poo, Cameroun, and thence 
to Ghana, where the ship was docked in the highly modern 
port complex at Terna. By this time the ship had traveled 
approxi mately six and a half thousand mi les in two months. 
Much of the credit for the smoothness of the operation 
must go to the ship's crew of Captain DICK HALL, Marine 
Engineer-Mechanic MARTIN SAUERWEIN, Marine Engineer 
EDDIE QUANTRILL, Seaman RHYS EVANS, and Madne Me
chanic H. E. HARNDEN while Captain JOHN JONES, as nav
igator, added weight, both intell ectual and otherwise, to the 
whole proceedings. 

Accra, the capital of Ghana, is peculiar in that it has 
no real central point; however, a focus of activities was 
soon found when the crew discovered a casino on the roof 
of the main hotel in town. D igital Operator DON HURSEY 
and Helpers ALF TURNER and Bon CHILDS could not be
lieve their luck. 

With the completion of the Ohanian prospect, the crew 
made the short ru n eastward to Togo, land of a thousand 
bicycles, where the ship was a focus of such political in
terest that a visit by the President of the country was 
deemed to be a firs t essential. Thus, on Monday, Novem
ber 4, after much clean ing and polish ing aboard the West-

ern Ill, the long-awaited Presidential reception took place. 
It had been planned that perhaps twenty or so visitors 
wou ld have to be accommodated during the short demon
stration voyage out of Lome harbor. It soon became ap
parent, however, that the estimates were wildly inaccurate. 
At around 3 o'clock the Presidential car glided along the 
once tranquil dock, five miles along the palm-lined beach 
from the center of town. Ahead of the car came the usual 
motorcycle escort, and very shortly the entire area around 
the ship was thronged with military personnel. 

After the President had been received by members of 
the client oil company and the diplomatic formalities com
pleted, the entire group, which now included the American 
Ambassador to Togo, prepared to embark. Once on board 
they were greeted by the crew, immaculately turned out in 
tropical "whites" under the supervision of that well-known 
veteran of World War II, Co-ordinator GLENN (POOLEY) 
JONES. As it turned out, the demonstration trip was a great 
success and was widely covered in the national press, as 
was the formal reception held at the Hotel Le Benin in the 
evening. 

From Togo, a place that must be world-renowned for 
its hospitality, the crew returned to Ghana and thence to 
Liberia, having come full circle to work once more in the 
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Top - This typical road scene between Tunis and Sfax shows a 
Tunisian and his son with most of their possessions and transpor
tation. Middle - Observer Gian Dona confers with Assistant Ob
server Ron Oswald (inside truck) as they set up. Party 90 .record~r 
for 0 shot in the Tunisian desert. Bottom - Drillers Mario Pesc1-
na and Giuseppe Stracquadaneo and Helper Ali Magdo~d or~ ~n 
location, with a background of high mountains of sand in Tunisia. 

land of pop music, Cadillacs, and corrugated tin huts. -
this time in the dry season. Since late August to the time 
of writing in early December, the Western Ill has tra~eled 
nearly 8,000 miles and is set to move across to Brazil. 

Since the first operation in Uberia, we have had the 
pleasure of welcoming to Party 82 three new crew mem
bers, Helpers ANDY BLAKE and PAT WALLACE and one of 
the most sought-after chefs in the business, EDDI~ REI~LY, 
whose knowledge of the culinary arts we hope will delight 
clients and crew in Brazil as it has done in Africa. 

PARTY 90 - TUNIS, TUNISIA 

JOHN IVANITZ, Reporter 
BERNARDINO BUCCI and JOHN IVANITZ, Photographers 

Since last reporting in the WESTERN PROFILE, Party 90 
has undergone many changes in personnel as is .usual o~ a 
long-term foreign job. Although .Party 90. is still workm,g 
in the desert of Tunisia, the basic operations of the field 
crew are now farther south . Leaving the El Borma area 
(the only economically producing oil area in Tunisia) , 
Party 90 has moved close to the southern tip of this 
country. Here the crew does not encounter the huge moun
tains of sand that it did in the El Borma area. 

The base of operations of Party 90 is still in Tunis and 
is headed by Supervisor JOHN C. C. MATHEWSON, who 
moved from the London office in May to take over from 
HERM AN A. SEMELISS. {HERMAN left sunny Tunisia for 
the snow of Alaska where he is field supervisor for several 
crews.) Always o~ the go supervising water crews arid 
Party 90, JOHN did not bring his wife JOAN and sons ERIC 
and JOHN, JR., to Tunis until August. After months of look
ing for a place to live, the MATHEWSONS finally settled. in 
old Arabic Sidi-Bou-Said and enjoy one of the most pic
turesque views in Tunisia. 

Other changes on Party 90 began in April with Party 
Manager KERMIT GAINER'S arriving with wife sm.RLEY 
and son LONNIE. At the beginning of August Assistant 
Party Chief JOHN IvANITZ came from Milan digital proc
essing center to replace Assistant Party Chief BoB HAIL 
in the Tunis office. BoB and wife JANE, Driller CHET HILL, 
Driller-Mechanic DARRELL CLAPSADDLE with wife JOAN 
and son DWAIN, and Observer RoN COONER with wife 
DIXIE and sons TERRY and ScoTT all departed for the 
United States after completion of two-year contracts. 

Observer GIAN DONA and Assistant Observers GARRY 
NEIS and RoN OSWALD handle the recording crew, the lat-
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ter two coming from Western of Canada's office in Calgary. 
GARRY arrived via marine crew Party 62 and the London 
digital center. His prairie sea legs gave up on the ocean, 
but at the "Monseigneur" in Tunis he is known as "Crazy 
Legs." Mechanic PARIDE FONTANA and a new hire, Assist
ant Mechanic FRANCISCO MERLINO, compose Party 90's 
repair crew. The drillers remain almost unchanged. Headed 
by CARMINE MANTINI, the drill crew has ELIO SPURIO 
(who recently celebrated his fourth addition, a son, RO
BERTO) , GIOVANNI REALE, MARIO P ESCINA, GIUSEPPE 
STRACQUADANEO, RAFFAELE NANNI, and new hire TERRY 
BARKER. TERRY arrived from Beirut, Lebanon, with wife 
ROSEMARY. With the addition of the weathering recorder, 
TERRY is now a junior observer trainee. 

Surveyor JOHN SPOONER handles the surveying, assisted 
by two new men, Surveyor DAVE STROUD and Assistant 
Surveyor GEORGES GRECO. JOHN'S wife JOILENE has since 
moved to Rome, and on breaks JOHN and she try their 
luck at the tables in Monte Carlo. 

Rounding out the field crew, the local Tunisian boss, 
NOU RREDINE TOURASSI, heads a force of 60 Tunisians. 
T hey are used mainly as laborers for the drilling, record
ing, (lnd surveying field operations of Party 90. 

Various visitors to the field crew during the past year 
have been Vice President H. L. (Buo) GRANT, Manager 
of Operations LEO DUNN, Digital Equipment Supervisor 
DAVE SHAVE, and Chief Instrumentation Technicians RoN 
BASS and PE TE HARDING. 

Since the addition of the first Western "Dinoseis"® crew 
in Tunisia (Party D-1 ) , the Tunis office has expanded to 
handle operations of both crews. This office once again 
has a secretary, MAY ETTE BOUTET. She speaks French, Ar
abic, Italian, and Spanish - and her English is improving. 
Considered one of the boys sometimes by both crews, she 
adds a little spice to the dull office atmosphere. Also in 
the office are FATI-11 DRIRA (Mr. Expense Account); H EDI 
HAMIDA and NOURREDINE EL GHARBI, the errand boys; 
SADOK EL KHADRI , chauffeur; and "Anyone know where 
Salah is?" SALAH ABDENNABI, the customs man. The rest 
of the Tunis office consists of D-1 Party Chief J . B. (JIM) 
B ROGDEN, Party Manager CORRADO RUBINO and Chief 
Computer GERARDINO BuccI of Party 90, and Computer 
EDGA RD GASPAR, D-1. 

Last but not least, Assistant Party Manager IAN SMITH 
arrived with his wife F RANCINE from Party 82 to expedite 
for Party 90 and Party D-1. Located in Sfax, IAN is assisted 
by EZZEDINE BEN ZATLA and LOUATI ABDELKADER. 

Winter has arrived in Tunisia, with its rain and cool 
temperature. Everyone is looking forward to summer for 
its warmth and sunshine, miles of beautiful beaches, bikini
clad Tunisian girls, and swinging nightclubs. 

Top - A typical sand dune on line with part of the Party 90 jug 
crew laying out cable . Note the steepness of the dunes that the 
Tunisian helpers must climb . Middle - A Party 90 photographer 
mounted one of the high sand dunes to obtain this wider view of 
the surroundings of the crew in Tunisia. Bottom-Party 90 Survey
or John Spooner !right) and local Helpers Mohamed Mourou and 
Ahmed Grira are surveying in locations for a well-velocity survey. 
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Top - This typical road scene between Tunis and Sfax shows a 
Tunisian and his son with most of their possessions and transpor
tation. Middle - Observer Gian Dona confers with Assistant Ob
server Ron Oswald (inside truck) as they set up. Party 90 .record~r 
for 0 shot in the Tunisian desert. Bottom - Drillers Mario Pesc1-
na and Giuseppe Stracquadaneo and Helper Ali Magdo~d or~ ~n 
location, with a background of high mountains of sand in Tunisia. 
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dedication to Western, Fred has made many close friends, 
earning the respect and confidence of a wide range of clients, 
as well as of fellow workers. 

As a party chief Fred was transferred to Canada in May 
1949 and became an assistant supervisor there later that year. 
January 1, 1951, saw him return to the States. He was assigned 
to the Western office in Midland, Texas, and was promoted 
to supervisor in May of that year. Later he moved to the 
Shreveport office and then to Houston. In the meantime he 
had been selected as one to fill the new manager positions, 
Fred's being the Gulf and East Coasts area. 

During the past 30 years he has worked in California, 
Texas (north, south, east, and west!), Oklahoma, Arkansas, 
Mississippi, Alabama, Louisiana, Georgia, Tennessee, Ken
tucky, Ohio, New York, Pennsylvania, Gulf of Mexico, and 
western Canada. (Fred remarks that when his second son 
was only 6 months old, the baby had already lived in six 
states!) In addition, this veteran has supervised operations 
in the Adriatic and Mediterranean Seas, Gulf of Suez, east 
coast of Canada, east and west coasts of Mexico, and the 
states of Kansas, New Mexico, Colorado, Arizona, and 
Florida. 

A native of New York City, Fred received both an A.B. 
and M.A. from Fordham University in New York. He and 
wife Aline have four sons. The last of these Di Giulio chicks 
left the nest this year when Richard entered the University 
of Texas. John, the oldest, is in his third year of law school 
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When Vice President Carl H. Savit 
spoke to the members of the Co
lombian Association of Petroleum 
Geologists and Geophysicists in 
Bogota in January, Western hosted 
the cocktail hour before the meet
ing; and Carl lleft) is shown chat
ting with Tom Ambrose I center), 
head of Texaco's geological group 
in Colombia, and W. L. Schwinn, 
independent consultant and presi
dent of this Colombian association. 

A happy occasion for Fred J. Di Giulio ( leftl is this. He is re
ceiving congratulations from President Booth B. Strange, who has 
pinned a 30-Year Service Pin on Fred's lapel in the Houston office. 
Fred is the manager of Western's Gulf and East Coast operations. 
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WESTERN OFFICER SERVES ON PRESIDENT'S PANEL AND 
GIVES SPEECH IN COLOMBIA. That officer is Carl H. Savit, 
vice president-research and development. 

Shortly after the beginning of the oil spi ll from a well 
being drilled in the Santa Barbara (California) Channel, 
President Richard M. Nixon directed his science adviser, Dr. 
Lee DuBridge, to conduct an inquiry with the objective of 
studying oil-pollution cleanup and future preventive mea
sures. Because Carl's vast knowledge of marine exploration 
and his specific knowledge of the Santa Barbara area were 
well known, he was one of the 14 scientists and engineers 
appoi nted to the Presidential panel to make this study. 

Canceling a business trip to London, Carl flew from 
Western 's Houston office to its Los Angeles headquarters 
early in the week of February 17 and later drove to Santa 
Barbara to join the other panel members for their investigation 
and inquiry. They spent several days there that week. Then 
the first week in March the panel reconvened to make 1onger
term recommendations. 

Carl spoke to the members of the Colombian Association 
of Petroleum Geologists and Geophysicists at their monthly 
meeting in Bogota January 17. His paper, titled "Nonexplosive 
Marine Seismic Sources," met with such enthusiastic re
sponse that Carl answered questions about the subject for 
more than a half hour after he had finished his prepared 
presentation. 

Before the dinner Western hosted a cocktail party for 
members of the Colombian association. Among Westerners 
present were Supervisor W. T. (Bill) Brooks and Assistant 
Supervisor Robert K. Heggy. 

at Harvard University. Sons Bob and Fred, Jr., have attended 
Louisiana State University but elected to try a working fur
lough for a while. Both probably will resume their formal 
education in the near future. 

Fred's capacity for quick, sharp thinking makes him an 
excellent bridge player. In his bachelor days he spent many 
evenings in extended, high-pressure bridge sessions - usually 
fin ishing on the winning side. He and Aline have continued 
this interest and hope to find congenial bridge enthusiasts 
among the neighbors in Houston's Forest Cove Country Club 
area, where the Di Giulios' new home is located. Also, he 
is an avid reader and keeps well informed on issues of the 
day, as well as current and classic literature. 

An enthusiastic sports fan, Fred played semi-pro football 
while he was in college. Although he is proficient in bowling, 
his major interest is golf. In fact, this interest in golf, shared 
with equal enthusiasm by Aline, was the determining factor 
in selecting a home site when they were transferred to 
Houston. The golf course is an extension of their back yard! 

Whether it be bridge, reading, golf, or Western, Fred is a 
dedicated person, with Western probably taking precedence 
over the other three. 

Starting with Western Geophysical on January 11, 1939, 
Supervisor Frank Ellsworth has become about as "interna
tional" as anybody in the Company. The foreign career of this 
30-year man started in the early I 940's in Paraguay. It was 
during this assignment that he met his charming wife Chola. 
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An interesting sidelight to Carl's trip to Bogota is that it 
was the first time he had been back to Colombia since leaving 
there as a child in 1929. With his parents he had lived in the 
South American country for two years. 

DECEMBER 27 MARKED the occasion for the Alaska West
erners' annual Christmas party, held at the local American 
Legion hall. Many Westerners and their families, plus some 
guests, were on hand to join in the holiday spirit, greeting old 
friends and meeting new ones. The true highlight of the eve
ning came with the arrival of Joe E. (Bubba) Buschmihle as 
Santa Claus, loaded down with a big bag of presents. Bubba 
was instantly the hit of the party as the youngsters swarmed 
around him anticipating in the true tradilion the generosity of 
ol' Saint Nick. Amid a shower of wrapping paper and ribbon, 
Santa Jet out a jolly "Ho-Ho-Ho! Merry Christmas, every
body!" and bid farewell to a group of delighted youngsters 
until the nexl Alaska Western Christmas party. - J. Q. 
Stokstad. 

MEMBERS OF PARTY 101, based in Singapore, enjoyed a few 
days off between Christmas and New Year while the Western 
Beach was being rigged. Assistant Supervisor R. P. (Bob) 
Sherman had several days with his familly in Singapore, com
ing from Sydney, Australia, where he was relieving vacation
ing Supervisor V. W. (Vic) Smith. Party Chief Chester D. 

Vice PrHident Neal P. Cramer lleftl personally congratulates 
Supervisor Frank Ellsworth on his 30 years of Western service 
while Frank's wife Chola reads a congratulatory letter from Presi
dent Booth B. Strange in the Ellsworths' den in Rio de Janeiro. 
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Since that time they have been like sugar and spice in that 
people never think of one without the other. 

Frank and Chola have worked in Canada, Bolivia, Argen
tina, Venezuela, Iran, and now Brazil, with only short inter
lude assignments in the States; so one might say that Frank 
has been an "internationalist" for most of 25 of his 30 years 
of Western service. His constant exposure to different situa
tions in these many countries has given him an unique virtue 
in that he is now a dilettante legal expert in setting up local 
companies in accordance with the laws and regulations of 
the host country. 

The longest interlude spent in the · States by this 30-year 
veteran probably was in his first years with the Company. 
Hired as an assistant computer for Party 9, Frank worked 
with many domestic crews, except for his service in Paraguay, 
until 1951: By this time he had moved up to party chief, and 
in April of that year he went to Western's Calgary office as 
an assistant supervisor of Canadian operations. The following 
January l Frank was promoted to supervisor, in which capa
city he served Western of Canada until April 1958. Then it 
was back to South America and later to Iran. Currently the 
Ellsworths are living in Rio de Janeiro, where Frank is the 
resident supervisor-Western Hemisphere. 

An Easterner, Frank was born in Broad Brook, Connecti
cut and attended Trinity College and Worcester Polytechnic 
Institute, where he received a B.S. degree in civil engineering. 
He and Chola have a 22-year-old son, "Hank," who was born 
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In most families fathe r is "Santa Claus," but in the family of 
Robert J. Marlon father did more than help select the children 's 
gifts - and pay the bills. Bob, who is drafting department super
visor in the Los Angeles laboratory and shops, also decorated the 
Marton home and made his own gift-wrapping paper. Above - His 
three sons and two daughters pose outside in front of his gaily 
decorated windows. They are, from the left: Timmy, Lora, Paul, 
Dana, and Keith . Left - Under the Marton Christmas tree are pack
ages for which Bob made the wrapp ings, complete with the names. 

in Paraguay, where his parents met and married. Hank is 
now a soldier in Vietnam, serving as a helicopter crew chief. 
He was a third-year student at Georgetown University in 
Washington, D .C. , when he volunteered for service in the 
U.S. Army. 

Frank and Chola are emissaries of good will wherever · 
they go - to the benefit of both Western and the United ' 
States. An invitation to one of their parties is a real event 
and is usually a highlight with members of the oil fraternity, 
the diplomatic corps, and local friends wherever they happen 
to be assigned. (Thus, it was only fitting that some of these 
friends were attending such a party at the Ellsworth home 
in Rio when Vice President Neal Cramer, of Shreveport, 
Louisiana, presented Frank's 30-Year Service Pin to him.) 
The Ellsworths' warmth and sincerity and their pride in 
Western Geophysical stands out in all of these contacts and 
in turn makes Western feel justifiably proud of them. 

March 1 marked the entry of another "old-timer" to 
Western's growing but still rather exclusive "30-Year Club," 
Assistant Laboratory Manager John C. Mollere. Like other 
present members of this club, "Johnny" harks back to the 
days when the "Western Family" consisted of a small, closely
knit group of men operating two or three exploration crews. 
In those early years of the Company, he was involved directly 
in field operations, and he still retains his keen interest in the 
field and his friendship with field personnel now stationed 
around the globe. 
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Smith and Instrument Supervisor Orval Brannan spent many 
holiday hours keeping their eye on the ball at the local Jinks. 
We had our holiday parties, but the truth is that it was so 
hot here it did not seem like Christmas time. - Keith A. 
Leavitt . 

THE PARTY 33 FIELD CREW has been on the move agai'1. We 
went from Mexia, Texas, to Vidor, Texas, in November, just 
two days before Thanksgiving. Everyone seemed to be settled 
in time to enjoy Thanksgiving dinner. 

We are glad to we lcome Surveyor John Cotton back to our 
crew. He had been serving in the army for the past two years 
and recently returned from Vietnam. 

A Christmas party was held for the ladies and children on 
the crew. Those attending were: Opal Rogers, Mava Riley, 
Loretta Seaton , Dottie Smith, Coleen Thompson, Debra 
Wright, Judy Warren , Nathen House, Christi Seaton, Clifford 
and Douglas Walker, and Lisa and K im Warren. All of the 
children were anxiously awaiting the arrival of Santa at the 
party. Christmas found most of us traveling home for Christ
mas to enjoy the holiday season. - Judy Warren . 

(Jn mid-February this crew returned to Mexia. - Ed.) 

NOT OFTEN HEARD FROM, the Anchorage wives are still 
here and busy in many 'ways. Now who among us can claim 
that she ever won ' a mink stole? Gloria Williams, wife of 

John C. Mollere (center I is accepting with obvious pleasure his 
30-Year Service Pin from President Booth B. Strange lleftl as 
Vice President Tom Slaven looks on in the Los Angeles office. 
John is assistant manager of the Los Angeles laboratory and shops. 
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Chief Observer Cal Williams, can do just that - and very 
enthusiastically! She was the big winner in the recent J . C. 
Penney Christmas drawing at their store in this Alaskan city. 
We are so happy for Gloria, and everyone here joined to say 
"Congratulations !" We are wondering if she will share it with 
her frien ds. Gloria? 

Members of the Petroleum Wives Club of Anchorage were 
honored and delighted during their November monthly lunch
eon to have as their special guest speaker none other than 
our one and only Billie Williams, wife of Western 's Supervisor 
C. Q. (Quin) Williams. She gave a hilarious talk , ti tled "Chil
dren I've Had - HOLIDAYS I'VE SURVIVED." In her 
natural fa ntastic wit, Billie told of some of her experiences 
over the years - and for those Westerners who do not know 
her, Billie, being one of the best doodlebugging wives ever to 
come along, has had many and coped with every situation. 
The laughs and applause made it obvious that the many ladies 
present were completely overwhelmed by the delightful charm 
and humor of our Billie. 

Since the old -fashioned Western "coffees" and get-togethers 
are not too numerous any more, especially in this fast growing 
city of Anchorage, it seems worthy to mention that we had 
two coffees within two weeks of each other. A get-acquai nted 
coffee was held at the home of Carol Krein , wife of Shop 
Supervisor Oliver Krein , with many of the Western wives 
present. Billie was hostess for the other coffee, at which we 
made plans for our annual Alaska Westerners ' Christmas 
party. 

Those attending the two coffees included : Carol, Billie, 
Gloria, Jackie (Mrs. V. J.) Mittasch, Anita (Mrs. Roy) Morris, 

Judging from John's conversation and his wide range of 
knowledge and interests, one would hardly guess the origins 
of this affable Westerner; for Johnny was born in Donaldson, 
Louisiana, in the heart of that "Cajun" region, considered by 
some to be a country unto itself. Many fine Westerners who 
have come from Cajun country attest to the fact that this 
region is only a little more provincial than other regions of 
the United States. Anyway, John was apparently somewhat 
of a "rebel" in this setting - but he still did not stray too far 
from home to obtain his college education. 

While at Louisiana State University, this then-future West
erner worked evenings and part time for the Louisiana Power 
Company. This experience introduced him to industrial 
methods and also helped him in the attainment of his electrical 
engineering degree from L. S. U. in l 934. 

When John came to work for Western a few years later 
as an assistant observer, he doodlebugged in the southern 
states of Oklahoma, Texas, and Louisiana. Transferred in 
1942 to West Coast operations, he worked as observer super
visor for several years. In fact , he was Western's first such 
supervisor and had, as he puts it, "the whole country" as his 
area. 

John was an "early bird." He was one of the first in 
Western's water shooting and tells of mounting equipment on 
barges and shooting Lake Buena Vista (now farm land) in 
central California. He also was a pioneer in the Company's 
foreign operations - this at a time when travel to foreign 
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Since that time they have been like sugar and spice in that 
people never think of one without the other. 

Frank and Chola have worked in Canada, Bolivia, Argen
tina, Venezuela, Iran, and now Brazil, with only short inter
lude assignments in the States; so one might say that Frank 
has been an "internationalist" for most of 25 of his 30 years 
of Western service. His constant exposure to different situa
tions in these many countries has given him an unique virtue 
in that he is now a dilettante legal expert in setting up local 
companies in accordance with the laws and regulations of 
the host country. 

The longest interlude spent in the · States by this 30-year 
veteran probably was in his first years with the Company. 
Hired as an assistant computer for Party 9, Frank worked 
with many domestic crews, except for his service in Paraguay, 
until 1951: By this time he had moved up to party chief, and 
in April of that year he went to Western's Calgary office as 
an assistant supervisor of Canadian operations. The following 
January l Frank was promoted to supervisor, in which capa
city he served Western of Canada until April 1958. Then it 
was back to South America and later to Iran. Currently the 
Ellsworths are living in Rio de Janeiro, where Frank is the 
resident supervisor-Western Hemisphere. 

An Easterner, Frank was born in Broad Brook, Connecti
cut and attended Trinity College and Worcester Polytechnic 
Institute, where he received a B.S. degree in civil engineering. 
He and Chola have a 22-year-old son, "Hank," who was born 
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In most families fathe r is "Santa Claus," but in the family of 
Robert J. Marlon father did more than help select the children 's 
gifts - and pay the bills. Bob, who is drafting department super
visor in the Los Angeles laboratory and shops, also decorated the 
Marton home and made his own gift-wrapping paper. Above - His 
three sons and two daughters pose outside in front of his gaily 
decorated windows. They are, from the left: Timmy, Lora, Paul, 
Dana, and Keith . Left - Under the Marton Christmas tree are pack
ages for which Bob made the wrapp ings, complete with the names. 

in Paraguay, where his parents met and married. Hank is 
now a soldier in Vietnam, serving as a helicopter crew chief. 
He was a third-year student at Georgetown University in 
Washington, D .C. , when he volunteered for service in the 
U.S. Army. 

Frank and Chola are emissaries of good will wherever · 
they go - to the benefit of both Western and the United ' 
States. An invitation to one of their parties is a real event 
and is usually a highlight with members of the oil fraternity, 
the diplomatic corps, and local friends wherever they happen 
to be assigned. (Thus, it was only fitting that some of these 
friends were attending such a party at the Ellsworth home 
in Rio when Vice President Neal Cramer, of Shreveport, 
Louisiana, presented Frank's 30-Year Service Pin to him.) 
The Ellsworths' warmth and sincerity and their pride in 
Western Geophysical stands out in all of these contacts and 
in turn makes Western feel justifiably proud of them. 

March 1 marked the entry of another "old-timer" to 
Western's growing but still rather exclusive "30-Year Club," 
Assistant Laboratory Manager John C. Mollere. Like other 
present members of this club, "Johnny" harks back to the 
days when the "Western Family" consisted of a small, closely
knit group of men operating two or three exploration crews. 
In those early years of the Company, he was involved directly 
in field operations, and he still retains his keen interest in the 
field and his friendship with field personnel now stationed 
around the globe. 
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Smith and Instrument Supervisor Orval Brannan spent many 
holiday hours keeping their eye on the ball at the local Jinks. 
We had our holiday parties, but the truth is that it was so 
hot here it did not seem like Christmas time. - Keith A. 
Leavitt . 

THE PARTY 33 FIELD CREW has been on the move agai'1. We 
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here and busy in many 'ways. Now who among us can claim 
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John C. Mollere (center I is accepting with obvious pleasure his 
30-Year Service Pin from President Booth B. Strange lleftl as 
Vice President Tom Slaven looks on in the Los Angeles office. 
John is assistant manager of the Los Angeles laboratory and shops. 
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Western's Phillip f Pinkie) Senseney I back row, second from the right) 
is shown with other class members and instructors of a five-day mechanic 
school he attended at the Detroit Diesel division of General Motors in 
Detroit. Pinkie, a port captain with Western Geophysical's marine trans
port division, headquartered in Pascagoula, Mississippi, attended the 
special school to become familiar with the latest maintenance techniques. 

assignment was via ocean liner! After his return from those 
ear1y foreign ventures (in South America), he worked out 
of Western's shops in Bakersfie1d, California. 

It was here that he met his wife-to-be, Eloise McClary, who, 
because of the shortage of civilian male employees during 
World War II, had studied and become a radio control op
erator and was working as such in Bakersfield. A native 
Californian and daughter of an established California family 
in Los Angeles, Eloise must have been intrigued by the no
madic life of this doodlebugger. Soon, however, John was 
settled in administrative and research functions at Western's 
Los Angeles laboratory. 

Over the years there has been hardly any type of Western 
equipment that has not reflected something of John's efforts. 
Particularly in the field of seismic detectors and energy sources 
he has contributed many designs and improvements. Recently 
he has been closely involved with AQUAPULSE develop
ments and operations; and with this he has become somewhat 
nomadic again as he travels to various sites around the world 
to supervise the installation and checkout of AQUAPULSE 
equipment. 

The Molleres are Jong-time residents of San Marino, Cali
fornia. Daughter Lynn was a Phi Beta Kappa graduate of 
Stanford University. Reflecting her mother's long interest in 
the Pasadena Art Museum and other cultural pursuits, Lynn 
later obtained her masters degree in art history at the Uni
versity of California, Berkeley, where she now lives with her 
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husband and teaches art in a Catholic high school. Oldest 
son, John, inherited his father's mechanical aptitudes · and is 
happily involved with machines and automobiles. The young
est son, Mike, a junior at San Marino High School , is the 
"hep" member of the family, directing his own rock-and-ro1l 
combo, called the "Yellow Frost." He also goes in for high 
school wrestling, in which he lettered, and football and weight 
lifting. 

For 12 years this veteran Westerner has served as a vestry
man for the Episcopal Church of Our Saviour in San Gabriel , 
and it seems that every building and construction job there 
gets a lot of supervision and assistance from Johnny. In 
addition to family and church, he must have a sentimental 
attachment to a certain red T-bird, for the small, 1957-vintage 
automobile still brightens Western's Los Angeles parking area. 

John retired from skiing and such arduous sports many 
years ago, but he still enjoys an occasional fishing trip. His· 
main leisure-time interests, however, are his own "private" 
machine shop, and many Western developments have been 
spawned in the home shop of this 30-year Westerner. 

It was impossible for John Paul Jones to receive his 25-
Year Service Pin on his anniversary date, for the calendar 
this year did not include that day! You see, Paul started his 
Western career on February 29 - which the 1944 calendar 
did have. Another unique fact of his beginning with Western 
is that he worked for the Company nearly four months before 
he met another Westerner. (During that period he did, of 
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Elsie (Mrs. Eildon) Finkbeiner, Ann (Mrs. Charles) Wall, 
Peggy (Mrs. Joe E.) Buschmihle, Carol (Mrs. D. F.) Cooper, 
Bea (Mrs. A. L.) Jameson, Sharon (Mrs. Larry) Semingson, 
Sarah (Mrs. Larry) Swanson, Donna (Mrs. J. C.) Olson, 
Mary (Mrs. George) Goetsch, JoLynn (Mrs. Glenn A.) Mur
ray, Florence (Mrs. Alan D .) Linder, Ann (Mrs. M. J.) 
Blanchard, Sue (Mrs. R. J.) Linford, and Mae (Mrs. Neo) 
Ferrari. Those unable to attend for various reasons were Irma 
(Mrs. Herman) Semeliss, Joan (Mrs. Darrell) Clapsaddle, and 
Carol (Mrs. Don C.) Wilson. - Mae Ferrari. 

THE SHREVEPORT DIGITAL CENTER in Shreveport, Louisiana, 
sends New Year greetings to all of our friends and fellow 
workers. 

Since last reporting, we have had several additions to our 
staff . Mary Bain, George (Trip) Kenmon, and Harden Wilson 
are working in the library department. Tommy Jung and Bill 
Wardlaw have joined our organization and are presently in 
our set-up department. Also, Party Chief R. H. (Dick) War
dell moved to the digital center from the Aero Drive office 
and is now in velocity control. 

Along with the additions must be the transfers. John Ben
nett departed for that big Texas city of Houston to be chief 
librarian in Western 's tape library there. Harvey Mabry left 
us for a while to be a member of the offshore operations of 
Party 78. 

Several employees have had additions to their families since 
our last report. To Jesse and Janice Curd was born a son, 

John Paul Jones lrightl is holding his 25-Year Service Pin, which 
he has received from Vice President Neal P. Cramer in the Shreve
port, Louisiana, office. Paul started with Westem on Leap Year 
Day as the lone employee in shop facilities in Tulsa, Oklahoma. 
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Glenn Ray, on December 4. Ike and Elaine Anthony were 
blessed with their first child, Isaac Anthony, III, on December 
22. 

The digital center employees joined with our co-workers 
here in Shreveport for a Christmas party. A dinner-dance was 
the program held at Holiday Inn. A good time was had by 
all who attended. 

Again, in closing, we wish to all Westerners a happy and 
prosperous New Year. - Don Byrd. 

THE INSTRUMENT DEPARTMENT in Houston welcomes the 
following new additions: Chester Atchison, Ted Hilliard, Jay 
Lanthrip, and Reuben Yanez, all draftsmen; Edward Handy 
and David Katzebue, electronic technicians; Al Beaupre, Jim 
Burns, and Edward McFall, all digital equipment engineers; 
and Jeanne Hodges, secretary to Ben B. Thigpen, supervisor 
of instrumentation and head of the department. 

Digital Equipment Supervisor Dave Shave came to Houston 
from London for a few months. His wife Shirley and two 
little girls are here with him and taking in the Houston scene. 

Jim French, wireman, celebrated his 22nd birthday on Fri
day, December 13 , 1968 - it did not prove to be an unlucky 
day for him. 

Newcomer Ed Handy was presented with a new baby grand
daughter, Deborah Ann, who weighed 10 pounds, 2 ounces 
at birth. With the rest of the Handy family, she moved to 
Houston from EI Paso in February. 

The flu bug has hit just about everyone in this department 

course, talk on the phone to that first employee he ]ater met, 
Henry Salvatori, founder and former head of Western 
Geophysical.) 

Paul joined Western in Tulsa, Oklahoma, where the Com
pany had laboratory facilities. His first assignment was manu
facturing the Western gravity meter, and he built approxi
mately 40 of them. They not only were used by Western 
crews but also were sold and leased to clients, both foreign 
and domestic, and to scientific bureaus of several foreign 
governments. 

Late in the year in which Western's Mid-Continent office 
was opened in Shreveport, Louisiana, 1950, Paul moved his 
small shop and laboratory to Shreveport. He was one of the 
five original employees there. As by that time progress had 
made Western's and others' such meters obsolete, Paul did 
no further construction but spent the major part of his time 
for several years servicing the numerous Western meters that 
were in the field. 

Then the Company went into processing record sections 
and the like ; and this called for some manufacturing of equip
ment and the maintenance and alteration of other. Paul and 
his machine shop were available for these tasks, and gradually 
they came to take his full time. To this day he is occupied 
with supplying some parts for items manufactured in our 
shop, making replacement parts for equipment manufactured 
by others, and similar tasks. 

Being a very orderly person, Paul has a place for every 
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Then the Company went into processing record sections 
and the like ; and this called for some manufacturing of equip
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they came to take his full time. To this day he is occupied 
with supplying some parts for items manufactured in our 
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This group of Party V-3 children are much more interested in the 
camera than in the famous gentleman at the back. Why not? Santa 
has already given them presents at the crew party in Iraan, Texas. 

tool. He maintains a sizeable library of catalogs, parts lists, 
and reference material of all types. This library has been 
used by many persons, and Paul has managed to keep it in 
order so that almost anything can be found. In addition to his 
library, others "use" the terrific memory of this 25-year 
veteran. When a question involving memory comes up, it is 
usually Paul among the "old-timers" who can answer it. 

Also, his hobby of photography has been useful in his 
business. Seldom does a new piece of equipment go to the 
field without Paul's having photographed it from several 
angles. (This hobby has been a boon to the WESTERN PROFILE, 
too, for often when a quick picture is needed from Shreveport, 
we send an SOS to Paul. Incidentally, he has kept a copy of 
every PROFILE that has been published in the magazine's 15 
years of existence.) 

Unlike most Westerners, Paul has not moved many times 
in his 25 years with the Company. In fact, he has lived in 
Tulsa and Shreveport, which would mean one move. This 
meter specialist has made service trips, though, to Los Angeles, 
Tennessee, Alabama, the Gulf Coast, the Rocky Mountains, 
and Canada. Some of these were for the gravity meter and 
some for the elevation meter. The latter took him to Denver, 
where he spent a weekend west of that city visiting his "old 
haunts" in the Rockies , through which he has driven some 
300,000 miles. 

Although this 25-year veteran was born in Shenandoah, 
Iowa, he spent much of his pre-Western life in Colorado and 
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at one time or another - we are all waiti ng for the spring 
thaws! 

Everyone is looking forward to a happy and productive 
New Year. - Jeanne H odges. 

TH E THANKSGIVING HOLIDAY found the majority of Party 
V-3 crew members traveling the highways and byways from 
Iraan, Texas, to their respective home towns. A few less for
tunate ones had to journey a bit farther, those being the Dan 
Sheas, the Jim Renicks, and the Sam Marshnos, whose desti
nation was Oklahoma, and the Jimmy Bl airs who went to New 
Mexico and Colorado. Everyone returned home exhausted 
but with just enough time to recuperate before maki ng the 
trips again fo r Christmas. 

Gala decorations and an abundance of home-cooked food 
and holiday spi rit set the mood for a Christmas party held 
December 19 at the Iraan Community Center. Jolly ol' Saint 
Nick made a surprise visit and presented gifts to the younger 
set. Those in attendance were: Party Manager C. W. Satter
white, Jr., and wife Marguerite; Observer Jim Renick, wife 
Lynda, and daughter K imberly; Surveyor Jimmy Blair , wife 
Marvene, and children Lori and Ron ; "Trouble Shoo ter" (Ob
server) Dan Shea, wife Dora, and children, Rickey, Marilyn, 
and Lisa ; Vibrator Operator Sam Marshno, wife Chris, and 
daughter Cindy; and Vibrator Operator Allen Diver, wife 
Ima Jean, and children, Gene, James, Lori , and Mary . 

Also at the Chris tmas party were : Vibrator Operator Kell y 
Clarkson; Rodman Richard Fowler; Office Assistant Dave 

Kansas, working and going to school in both states. He has 
attended the University of Colorado, Denver University, and 
the University of Kansas and has taken random courses re
lating to work or avocations at Tulsa University and at 
Centenary College in Shreveport. He was an instructor of 
shop processes in the engineering department of the Uni
versity of Kansas when Western hired him. 

In addition to photography Paul's hobbies include wood
working and art metal work. He was a chairman of the 
International Photographic Exhibition for the 1967 Louisiana 
State Fair. As far as sports are concerned, he likes a good 
fishing trip and recalls "a fabulous night one to a remote 
lake" in northeastern Alberta - "had to fight the fish out of 
our skiff," he says. 

Paul and Betty Jones have six children. The oldest, Paul 
H., is married, has one child, and works for a Canadian firm 
in Montreal. Phil on his discharge from the air force late last 
year returned to bis job in Shreveport and then to Louisiana 
Polytechnic at Ruston to start graduate study for a combined 
masters degree in engineering and science. Debrah is married 
and his four small children. Mike went back to Vietnam in 
July for his second year in the army's civil affairs company, 
which carries out civilian aid and resettlement among the 
Montagnard tribes of the central highlands . Hank works in 
Western's Shreveport digital center's reproduction department 
and goes to night school at the state university 's branch in 
Shreveport. Laura is a sophomore at Byrd High School in 
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Anderson; Helper Jack Edwards, wife Janice, and boys Brett 
and Keith; Cable-truck Operator Ju an Jimenez, wife Tina, and 
daughter Linda; Cable-truck Operator A rnulfo Benavides, 
wife Beatrice, and children, Arnold, Jr., Rickey, and Grace; 
Helper Jesus Soliz, wife Olivia, and daughter Jessica; Helper 
Fermin Torres, wife Maria, and daughter Loli ; Helper Joe 
Tercero, wife Gloria, and children, Ramsey, Ramona, Pete, 
Abie, and Cordela; and H elper Raul Ruiz, wife Josie, and 
chi ldren, Elvira, Gus, Grace, and Felix. Everyone agreed that 
it was an evening well spent. 

Si nce the holidays, new crew members have been added. 
Surveyor George Rounthwaite and wife Ann are new to Party 
V-3 but not to Western. They were transferred from California. 
Joini ng the Company for the first time is Helper Tom Roberts, 
with wife E lizabeth and daughter Betty. They are for merly of 
Vernon, Texas. Another newcomer is Helper Cr ayle Parks. 
He, wife Linda, and son Walt are from Rocksprings, Texas. 
To these we say welcome to th e family. From all of us to all 
of you, "Happy New Year." - Lynda R enick . 

(Jn February Party V-3 relocated in Pecos, Texas. - Ed.) 

THE PROMOTION of W. C. (Bill ) Calledare to assistant super
visor and the increase of Western 's Pacific Coast operations 
supervisory perso nnel occurred simultaneously, and it was 
the manager of the area, H . F . (Murph) Murphree, who 
gave him the good news that he was the addition. Bill 's first 
comment, however, upon learning that his first assignment in 
this catego ry would be in Alaska, was : "Every time I get 

Supervisor Bruce A. Pack Crighll receives his 25-Year Seivice 
Pin and congratulations from Vice President Neal P. Cramer in 
Shreveport, Louisiana. This versatile Westerner, though he began 
and worked up in the field, has been in Shreveport for many years. 
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involved with you, Murph, it means I'm going to freeze to 
death!" (The last time Bill had been in the cold country was 
in the winter of 1949 and 1950 in Saskatchewan, Canada, 
as chief computer fo r the then Party Chief Murphree.) 

This new ass istant supervisor will move his family as soon 
as school is out from Shreveport, Louisiana, to Los Angeles, 
where he is officially headquartered in the Pacific Coast area 

Shreveport and "suddenly," says her father, "a very lovely 
young adult." 

For a man who says he is "a pretty ordinary guy," Super
visor Bruce Pack has a not-so-ordinary feeling about his 25 
years with Western. "My family and I have lived as full a life 
as doodlebuggers can, and it has all been interesting and full 
of fun and fond memories" is the way he states it. 

This doodlebugging with Western started March 7, 1944, 
when he was hired as an assistant party chief. It took him 
to Kansas, Oklahoma, Texas, Mississippi, Arkansas, Louisiana, 
New Mexico, California, Wyoming, Montana, Colorado, Neb
raska, offshore Gulf Coast, and back to Louisiana - the 
Shreveport office. 

Bnwe is one of the most versatile employees in the "Western 
Family." As a party chief and supervisor in the field he ran 
a highly efficient crew, insisting that all vehicles and even the 
most make-shift type of field office accommodations be kept in 
the best possible order. This often required maximum ingenu
ity and resourcefulness. 

After serving as party chief and supervisor of land crews 
for a number of years, Bruce was transferred to Shreveport 
to assist in supervising marine operations. As the Company 
expanded, it became obvious that someone was needed in the 
Shreveport office to co-ordinate the personnel requirements 
of various crews, particularly in the foreign operations, and 
to recruit new employees. Bruce was the logical person for 
this assignment because of both his broad knowledge of the 
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This group of Party V-3 children are much more interested in the 
camera than in the famous gentleman at the back. Why not? Santa 
has already given them presents at the crew party in Iraan, Texas. 

tool. He maintains a sizeable library of catalogs, parts lists, 
and reference material of all types. This library has been 
used by many persons, and Paul has managed to keep it in 
order so that almost anything can be found. In addition to his 
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business. Seldom does a new piece of equipment go to the 
field without Paul's having photographed it from several 
angles. (This hobby has been a boon to the WESTERN PROFILE, 
too, for often when a quick picture is needed from Shreveport, 
we send an SOS to Paul. Incidentally, he has kept a copy of 
every PROFILE that has been published in the magazine's 15 
years of existence.) 

Unlike most Westerners, Paul has not moved many times 
in his 25 years with the Company. In fact, he has lived in 
Tulsa and Shreveport, which would mean one move. This 
meter specialist has made service trips, though, to Los Angeles, 
Tennessee, Alabama, the Gulf Coast, the Rocky Mountains, 
and Canada. Some of these were for the gravity meter and 
some for the elevation meter. The latter took him to Denver, 
where he spent a weekend west of that city visiting his "old 
haunts" in the Rockies , through which he has driven some 
300,000 miles. 

Although this 25-year veteran was born in Shenandoah, 
Iowa, he spent much of his pre-Western life in Colorado and 
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at one time or another - we are all waiti ng for the spring 
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office. In the wintertime, however, Bill supervises some of the 
Alaskan crews from an office in Western's new facility in 
Anchorage. 

The first job of this former marine when he was hired by 
Western July 8, 1948, as a computer for Party 20 was in the 
Rocky Mountains of Wyoming, from where as Chief Com
puter Calledare he went to Murph's Party 36 in Canada. 
His escape from the cold country, which lasted almost 19 
years, started in April 1950 when he was transferred to sunny 
Italy to become a party chief of Western Ricerche Geofisiche 
crews. 

Although Bill lived in Italy for 13 years, his party chief 
abilities were not restricted to Italy. Western of America 
used them in the Persian Gulf (four times!), Morocco, Sudan, 
Turkey, and Egypt; and he claims the distinction of being 
the first Westerner in the Canary Islands. (During his service 
abroad, many of the WESTERN PROFILE'S most interesting 
reports carried the byline of W. C. Calledare.) 

Recalled to the States in 1963, Bill still remained in warm 
climes as he was assigned to Shreveport, Louisiana, first in 
the data processing center and then in the velocity department. 
Then came warm, sunny southern California - and Alaska! 
He officially was promoted from a party chief's duties, which 
he had handled so capably, to those of assistant supervisor last 
October 16. 

When he left Canada for Italy, this native of Peabody, 
Massachusetts, was single. Evidently he had not studied 
Italian at the University of Colorado or Purdue University 
(he has a bachelor of science degree in aero engineering), 
for once in Italy he decided that he needed Italian lessons -
and what better teacher than a pretty, young Italian girl. Bill 
liked his teacher so well that he married her. ("A pretty 
sneaky way to get free lessons!" exclaims his boss.) Bill and 
Iucci have three children: Donald, 17 years old; Janet, 14; 
and Brian, 9. 

When the Calledares moved from Italy to the States and 
settled in Shreveport, Bill was somewhat the envy of Western 
Stateside doodlebuggers for two reasons. First, he had the 
foresight to build a new house right next to a golf course; 
and second, he had for a wife one of those gracious Italian 
girls who believe that the husband is "the boss." Bill says that 
both situations are now past history. First, he is transferred 
to the West Coast so that he had to give up his home on the 

requirements for all phases of land and marine, field and 
office personnel and his natural selling abil ity and interest in 
people. Born in McAlester, Oklahoma, Bruce attended Okla
homa Baptist University and Oklahoma A and M University. 
Then he was a computer and assistant party chief for an oil 
company until Western Geophysical gained his valuable 
service. In his spare time he likes to play golf and also enjoys 
nearly all spectator sports. 

Bruce and wife Martha, who also has always been a very 
popular and helpful Westerner wherever the Packs have been, 
are the parents of three sons and a daughter. Jim works in 
Shreveport as sales manager and pilot for a small t ire and 
rubber company. Tom, a captain in the U.S. Marine Corps, 
arrived home February 22 from 13 months in Vietnam, where 
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Christine Ishii was born January 30 to Kyoko and Art Ishii. The 
new father is data processing supervisor in the Los Angeles office. 

golf course; and second, his wife has become "Americanized" 
- and in only three short years! 

Murph tells of meeting Bill occasionally years after Canada 
when Murph was running Western's operations in Libya and 
Bill was "chasing water crews all over the Mediterranean 
area," as well as working out of Western's Pescara shop and 
playback center. Since Pescara was processing some of the 
Libyan data, these two Westerners would meet "halfway" 
to pick up and deliver the records and cross sections. "Half
way" was Rome, where Bill introduced Murph to some of 
the finer Italian restaurants and sidewalk cafes "and, strangely, 
one golf course." 

Building his house on a golf course? Taking a visitor to 
Rome to a golf course? What answer would one who does 
these things be expected to give to the question of what his 
favorite hobby is? Probably the one Bill gave: "Golf, golf, 
and golf." Bill is, however, an avid fan of all sports, not just 
golf. While in Saskatchewan, he was a member of Western 's 
"All American" curling team. 

His background and experience excellently qualify Bill for 
his new job. The fact that he has been in foreign and domestic 
land and marine operations and for the past three years 

he was flying helicopters. He was stationed near Da Nang. 
After a 30-day leave, Tom's next assignment is training new 
helicopter pilots at a North Carolina base. Bobby, a second
generation Westerner, is an assistant observer on Party 76 
offshore South America. Susan (16) is a junior in high school. 

This veteran Westerner is famous for his keen sense of 
humor and dry wit. Regardless of the subject mentioned in 
conversation, Bruce is reminded of an appropriate story or 
amusing incident that he relates in a most entertaining way 
- and he never repeats the same story! 

Loyal Company spirit is evident in all of this supervisor's 
contacts, and this has been reflected in the attitude and per
formance of many Western employees with whom he has 
been associated during the past 25 years. 

WESTER N PRO FILE 

intimately involved in data processing emphasizes his knowl
edge of both field and processing problems. Furthermore, he 
understands those special problems encountered in foreign 
and remote area operations - and most Alaskan operations 
are in remote areas. How much his golf will help up there 
remains to be seen. 

DECEMBER BROUGHT jolly Santa Claus to make the children 
and adults happy and also brought the Hong Kong flu in epi
demic waves to the Los Angeles headquarters office. Finally 
all returned to normal, sans coughs, pains, and hallucinations. 

Then another crisis arose in the area. We had storms of 
rain that brought many calamities, with one of the victims 
being a member of our staff. Executive Assistant Bernice 
Myers awoke one morning to find that a mud slide had carried 
part of her garden and yard to her neighbor below her in the 
Hollywood Hills. 

Came January 30 and Art Ishii and his bonnie wife Kyoko 
had a baby daughter, prettily named Christine, their first 
child. After waiting an extra three long weeks for Christine, 
they were delighted with their 7-pound 5 \12-ounce baby daugh
ter. Our proud father's chest expanded, at least an inch, while 
passing out cigars. Art is data processing supervisor. 

The two pictures will attest to the fact that we have two 
wonderful fishermen in our office, Art and Dean Goodman, 
junior programmer. Very, very early one Sunday morning 
they drove to Redondo Beach and boarded a fishing boat, 
which took them out 40 miles from shore. They pulled in so 
many fish from the Pacific and had such a fine catch that they 
shared their bounty with their friends and neighbors. Yes, Art 
and Dean are still talking about their "great day"! 

Our bride (of August), Secretary Darla Swihart, and hus
band Dan have taken wings from their apartment and are now 
residing in a lovely, roomy house in Van Nuys. This makes 
Dan (6 feet, 4 inches) very happy as he can now stretch his 
legs comfortably. They also have a new addition to the family , 
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Clifton A. (John) Hesser proudly accepts his 15-Year Service Pin 
from Supervisor John Adams in Los Banos, California. Then permit 
agent for Party V-6, he has since been made the party manager for 
marine Party 76, which is operating out of Long Beach, California. 

a beautiful German shepherd, named Noel. When Darla and 
Dan went to pick up the puppy, they found Noel's father 
almost as large as Darla is tall; and he greeted Darla by 
jumping up to her. Darla, frightened out of her wits, quietly 
said, "Hello, Dog"! 

The Los Angeles office is having growing pains! Our ac
counting department does not have room for another desk! 
We should insert that all departments are very busy, with 
everyone's putting their shoulders to the wheel and getting the 
work out. We are growing, growing! - Lois Grissam. 

The Los Angeles office's most avid fishermen 
have returned to the Redondo Beach pier after 
an early and ~uccessful day of fishing out in 
the Pacific. Left - Dean Goodman, junior 
programmer, is scooping up his catch into a 
bag. Below - Art Ishii, data processing su
pervisor, proudly displays two of his catch. 
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Dan went to pick up the puppy, they found Noel's father 
almost as large as Darla is tall; and he greeted Darla by 
jumping up to her. Darla, frightened out of her wits, quietly 
said, "Hello, Dog"! 

The Los Angeles office is having growing pains! Our ac
counting department does not have room for another desk! 
We should insert that all departments are very busy, with 
everyone's putting their shoulders to the wheel and getting the 
work out. We are growing, growing! - Lois Grissam. 

The Los Angeles office's most avid fishermen 
have returned to the Redondo Beach pier after 
an early and ~uccessful day of fishing out in 
the Pacific. Left - Dean Goodman, junior 
programmer, is scooping up his catch into a 
bag. Below - Art Ishii, data processing su
pervisor, proudly displays two of his catch. 



WELL, HERE IT IS JANUARY 1969, and members of Party 
R-6 are adjusting not only to a new year but also to a new 
office. We moved to Western's Evergreen Street office here in 
Houston. We shall have to admit that we miss everyone at 
the Westpark Drive office, but we are getting used to the 
change and enjoying our new location. 

We all had a wonderful time, what with the holidays, Christ-
mas cheer, and New Year's fun. 

Mike Shoup and his wife Betty and their dog Snoopy ex
changed Christmas gifts; and to Mike and Betty's surprise, 
Snoopy gave them a camera! When Snoopy opened his pres
ent, he found a snappy red sweater. 

A beautiful Christmas morning was had by Mary Ann Cul
mer and her children, Johnny, Mike, and Kim. It took them 
only an hour or so to find the door through the torn-up wrap
ping paper! Of course, their day was topped off by seeing 
friends and having a big Christmas dinner with all of the 
trimmings. 

Rex Seger spent his Christmas day relaxing in his "big easy 
chair" and watching the football games on TV. Boy! We bet 
that he was the only one rested up for December 26. 

Having their families nearby, Barbara Stubblefield and hus
band Kenneth were able to visit everyone over the holidays. 
They really had double fun at Christmas. Their children David 
and Nancy were visited late Christmas Eve by good old Santa , 
who left all kinds of toys and goodies. Barbara told us that, 
with relatives and Santa, Nancy wound up with four dolls. 
Nancy probably has been busy keeping up with all of her 
"bundles of joy." 

Bill Hudson took part of his vacation during the holidays; 
so he and his wife left for Arkansas to spend Christmas with 
family and friends. 

As if all of this were not enough , we turned around to greet 
the New Year. Barbara and Kenneth visited with old friends; 
Mike and Betty attended the football game and party at the 
Astrodome; Rex Seger went everywhere; and Mary Ann was 
a guest at a wonderful party given by T. W. Eubanks (Houston 
digital center playback) and his wife Debbie. 

All of us had a wonderful, memorable 1968. - Mary Ann 
Culmer. 
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THE CHRISTMAS PARTY jointly attended by Westerners of all 
of the Company's offices in Shreveport, Louisiana, was a great 
success. Everyone enjoyed a festive meal, accompanied by 
warm fr iendship of close acquaintances. 

The Shreveport digital center playback office has had some 
changes in faces. A long-time Western employee left for the 
cold country once again. The day after Christmas , G. E . (Mr. 
Ed) Planck departed for Calgary, Alberta , Canada , to be the 
party manager for a field crew up there during the winter 
months. The accounting department also lost one of its rnem-

Waiting for dinne r to be served are, from the 
left: Fran Moore, Mrs. Jim Kelly, J im Kelly, Mrs. 
Jim Jardine, Jim Jardine, Jesse Morton, and 

Mild red Morton . 

bers when Senior Computer Leroy Nuckolls joined Party 76 
in Maracaibo, Venezuela. Sybil Kerry has returned to Lake 
Street to assume duties as head of the drafting department 
upon the transfer of Ch ief Computer James Sumrall to the 
Houston digital center. 

Another familiar face to our Lake Street office is Playback 
Technician Larry Thomann, who came in from Party 78, on 
which he was assistant observer. 

All of us at SOC playback are looking forward to another 
prosperous and happy year with Western. - Etta Jo Bridges. 

WESTERN PR OFI LE 

Unaware of the camera pointing at their 
table are Benny Quintana (left) and Mr. 
and Mr5. Walt Barksdale. 

Left - Vice President H. L. !Bud) Grant dances 
with Martha Pack, wife of Supervisor Bruce Pack. 

Finish ing their salad cou rse a re, 
from the left: Mr. and Mrs. Paul 
Schueler, Mr. and Mrs. Tommy Ra
chel, Mr. and Mn. Vernon Craw
ford, and Dorothy Nuckolls. Super
visor J. G. Ferguson is in the lowe r 
right corner. 

SPRING 1969 

WESTERNERS IN SHREVEPORT, LO UI SIANA, 
ATTEND CHRISTMAS DINN ER-DANCE 

Leroy Nucko lls, Photographer 

J. B. (Jimmy) Jordan (right), man
ager of the Shreveport digital center, 
seems extremely intere5ted in what 
Bob Malnory, computer operations 
manager, is showing him. Behind 
them are, from the left: Nell Britner, 
Jim Kelly, Leroy Nuckolls, and Mrs. 

Jim Kelly. 
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FOR THE FIRST TIME Western's Shreveport, Louisiana, office 
is sponsoring a Junior Achievement company this year - and 
an award-winning one, too! Management adviser to the JA 
company is J . B. (Jimmy) Jordan , manager of Western 's 
Shreveport digital center. His staff consists of Tape Librarian 
John Bennett as reports adviser; Office Manager Don Gregory, 
production adviser ; Geophysical Analyst Walt Barksdale, sales 
adviser; and Supervisors B. A. (Bill) Rosser and Zane H . 
Baker, general advisers. 

The name of the company is GEOJAC, and its product 
being made for sale is an emergency water turn-off key. The 
initial capitalization for operation was $125, accumulated 
through the sale of common stock at $1.00 per share. Charter 
membership in the company was 24 students, ranging in age 
from 15 to 17 and in grades from sophomores to seniors. 

The Western-sponsored GEOJAC won four top awards at 
the fifth annual trade fair of the Shreveport and Bossier City 
Junior Achievement organizations at Barksdale Air Force Base 
early in February. The plaque for the "Best All-Around 
Booth" went to GEOJAC as did first-place ribbons for the 
" Most Original Booth," "Salesmanship," and "Best All-Around 
Booth." This JA company also was awarded the second-place 
ribbon for the " Most Attractive Booth." 

Junior Achievement is a group of teenagers eager to learn 
about the business world. A group of 15 to 20 young people 
join together to form a corporation. Each such corporation 
has several advisers, who represent a local business that acts 
as sponsor. 

These young people get practical experience in the free 
enterprise system of business by forming the miniature cor
poration that carries on the same activities as a regular legal 
corporation. 

Achievers raise their working capi tal by selling shares of 
stock. Each member buys one share of stock so that he may 
be on the board of directors. The board elects all officials -
president; vice president, manufacturing; vice president, sales; 
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For the first time the Western office in 
Shreveport, Louisiana, sponsored a Jun
ior Achievement company, GEOJAC; and 
that company of youngsters won four top 
awards at the fifth annual trade fair of 
the Shreveport-Bossier City JA organiza
tions. Among the awards was a plaque 
for the "Best All-Around Booth." This 
booth is shown ot the left, with one of 
the company's members (not a Western
er) in attendance. The close-up below 
shows the plaque and ribbon awards in 
more detail. The ribbons are for "Most 
Attractive Booth," "Most Original 
Booth," "Best All-Around Booth," and 
"Salesmanship." They are first-place 
awards, except for "Most Attractive 
Booth," which is a second place award. 

secretary; and treasurer. With the advisers' guidance, the board 
adopts a company name and selects a product to manufacture 
or a service to perform. 

The new company has a charter and follows official JA 
policies. All of the companies pay wages, salaries, and com
missions accordi ng to the scale of operation. Wages are 25 
cents hourl y. Salaries are paid according to the position. The 
president receives $4.00 monthly; the vice presidents, secre
tary, and treasurer, $3 .00 monthly; and the assistant secretary, 
assistant treasurer, safety director, and personnel. director , 
$2.50 a month . A J 0 % commission is paid on all sales, and 
the companies pay 3 % sa les tax on the products sold . Money 
received from taxes is used for schol arships a nd various JA 
activit ies . (These figures are based on one company. They vary 
from area to area and company to company.) 

The American Institute for Certified Public Accountants 
formulated the accounting system used by the treasurer. It is 
compiled of all terms , forms , samples, and instructions needed 
to keep a complete set of books. Comprehensive liability and 
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product liability insurance are carried by JA, and each com
pany pays its share. 

To be sure that these young people do not form a distorted 
view of business, all activities are as closely approximated to 
a regular company as possible. All salaries, wages, and com
missions, rental charges on equipment, and product costs and 
selling prices are in proportion to the company's small size. 

There are over 7,500 JA companies in 400 communities of 
49 states in the United States and in six foreign countries. 
These teenage companies in the United States will make and 
sell over 2112 million dollars worth of merchandise and make 
over $100,000 profit. - Don Byrd. 

WESTERNERS IN HOUSTON had a swinging good time on 
F riday the 13th of December. The King Arthur ballroom at 
the Royal Coach Inn was the setting for this gala holiday 
party, which featured a delicious dinner and dancing to the 
music of Bob Steele's combo. 

The highlight of the evening was Vice President Carl Savit's 
clever presentation of door prizes during an intermission in 
the dancing. To determine who should draw the lucky num
bers from the pot of go ld at the end of the rainbow, he re
quested that each table send as representative the girl with the 
shortest skirt. The winner was selected by audience applause 
as a bunny was held over the head of each girl. The winner 
received the bunny as a prize in addition to the privilege of 
drawing the winning numbers. Interspersed with very nice 
prizes were a few "gag" items that, with Carl's comments, 
brought some blushes to the winners' faces and hilarious 
amusement for the audience. 

The party was acclaimed a great success by all in attend-

SPRING 1969 

Kimberly Karole Rector was almost a Christmas 
present for Rob and Margie Rector. She arrived 
December 26. Rob is a programmer in Houston. 

ance. Vice President J. M. (Jim) Hornsby, chairman of the 
arrangements committee, and those assisting him were pleased 
with the favorable response to this our first big social effort. 

The Houston office gained several newcomers while losing 
Don Gardner and George Conner to foreign offices. Geophys
ical Analyst Don Gardner went to Party T-1 in Rio de Janeiro, 

As Marie Cross watches, Barbara 
Hartl looks at the door prize she has 
just accepted from Vice President 
Carl H. Savit at the Houston Western• 
ers' gala Christmas party. Standing 
behind Carl, Vice President James 
M. Hornsby, chairman of the ar
rangements committee for the party, 
is amused by Barbara's expression. 
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where he is assisting in the data processing operations. His 
wife Sharon and baby daughter are hoping that his work 
schedule will allow some weekends free to enjoy the beautiful 
beaches there, as well as the mountain summer resort at Tere
sopolis, to which their landlady has given them a standing 
invitation. George Connor, assistant computer operator, was 
transferred to Western's digital center in London early in No
vember. When the operating schedule there allowed a few 
extra days off for Christmas, however, George fiew home to 
celebrate the holidays with family and friends in Houston . 

Additions to the secretarial staff include Mrs. Bettie Niel
son, who spends most of her time on work for Supervisor V. 
C. (Vic) Boyd but graciously assists wherever needed when 
time permits. Western welcomes Mrs. Shirley Lee back into 
the family. She is now working in the research and develop
ment department as secretary to Gene Naparst, research as
sociate. 

Shreveport's loss is again Houston's gain as Don Crane, 
programmer, Tony Castiglie, accounting programmer, and 
John Bennett, senior tape librarian, join us here. Don hopes 
to move his wife Barbara and son Scott soon, and Tony's wife 
Sheila is also eager to get settled in Houston. John , wife 
Flora, and daughter Beth are enjoying their new home at 
10710 Langdon Lane. 

Programmer Robert Rector and wife Margie welcomed 
their first child, Kimberly Karole, who was one day late for 
Christmas, weighing in at 8 pounds J 0 ounces. Ask Rob for 
confirmation that she was the prettiest baby in Methodist 
Hospital that week. - Flo Schmidt. 

P. S. Flo Schmidt, our Houston receptionist, who had done 
so much to co-ordinate arrangements and make our Christmas 
party such a success - and who looked so beautiful in her 
red velvet dress with white feather trim - had a dreadful 
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WESTERNERS IN HOUSTON 
ENJOY CHRISTMAS PARTY 

Henry Wise, Photographer 

The girl with the shortest dress, Morie Cross, got to draw the 
lucky numbers for Vice President Corl Sovit I right). Otis Huggins 
smiles over his gift. Behind him is Vice President Jim Hornsby. 

scare when an officer appeared at the party with news that 
her 13-year-old daughter had been struck by a car. This 
brought anxiety to all who were aware of the accident, but 
spirits lifted when news came back that the injuries were not 
critical. - Margaret Hale. 

Above - While Jim Eggers !from left!, 
wife Selma, and Isabel Trivino watch 
the photographer, Marshall Eggers says 
"Ah!" Isobel is Marshall's fiancee. 

Left - Flo Schmidt and husband Neal 
are enjoying the dinner, later interrupted · 
by the news that one of their daughters 
hod been struck by a car. 

WESTERN PROFILE 

Left - Walt Buckingham, a West
erner for almost 25 years, and wife 
Lu note the numbers who hove 
joined Western more recently. 

Right - Manager of Operations 
Fred Di Giu lio is accepting a door 
prize from Vice Pres ident Carl 
Savit. Lucky Fred - the prize was 
a serving set! In the lower corner 
is Nick Cross, husband of Marie. 

Above left - While Margo Heggy (from left) chats with 
Otis Huggins, Nell Huggins and Jerelyn and Joe Walker 

show the cameraman that they are happy. 

Above right - Among the couples dancing to Bob Steele's 
combo are Je.rry and "Tootsie" Anderson I left) and Gene 

and Edith Naparst. 

Left - Having a good time here are (from the lefll Beryl 
Miller, Dave Shave, Howard Hough, and Jane Foster. 
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Two days after Christmas the office crew of Party 33 vigorously 
attacks some records that were causing a problem. Seated is Seis
mologist Larry Christensen; standing (from the left) are Geophysi
cal Trainees Harry Lindsay and John Bice, Party Chief W. J. !Bill) 
Walz, and Chief Computer Donnie Ladatto, who are in Shreveport. 

THE NEW PARTY 33 OFFICE FORCE began when Party Chief 
W. J. (Bill) Walz switched from Party 19 to head what was 
left of the old 33 crew. And what was left was an "old-timer," 
Donnie Ladatto, a Western veteran of a bit over five years' 
experience, who is a chief computer. Incidentally, Donnie is 
seriously contemplating the big jump - i.e., taking an over
seas assignment. We wish him lots of luck! 

Also in this office is Seismologist Larry Christensen. He 
recently moved to Shreveport from the metropolis of Provo, 
Utah , with enough furniture and canned preserves to outfit 
three houses. With him were his wife Diane and three chit-
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dren, the oldest of whom is just starting kindergarten. After 
graduating from Central Michigan University with a masters 
in math, Larry taught high school and college classes. 

The Christmas season was mild for most of the party. Bill 
Walz was fortunate to have his parents down from St. Louis 
for the holidays. 

Geophysical Trainee John Bice, a new man who was meant 
to go overseas very soon, has been drafted and will be going 
over even sooner than expected. John, a native Louisiana boy 
of Ruston, had recently completed his masters degree at the 
University of Alabama after getting his bachelors from Lou
isiana Polytechnic Institute. 

ONE OF WESTERN Ricerche Geofisiche's most loved and re
spected employees, Mr. Menotti Maddii, died in Crotone, 
Italy, on January 5 after an extended illness. His passing, 
which came just four days before his 18th anniversary service 
date, has saddened his legion of friends whom he made during 
his long career as a surveyor on Western's field crews. This 
calling through these long years had taken him to every part 
of his native land. 

In the course of the performance of his duties, he taught 
by his example many a young trainee the art of becoming an 
accompl ished member of the geophysical profession. In so 
doing he earned the honor and respect that was accorded him 
by all those with whom he came in contact and indirectly to 
our Company, which he so loyally represented. 

We who had the privilege of being closely associated with 
Menotti are keenly aware of our great personal loss. May we 
express our sincerest condolences to his widow Caterina and 
his daughter Romana, with whom we share their sorrow. -
Antonino Bucarelli and Giorgio Forlani. 
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FRONT COVER 

For this one Issue we 
depart from our us
ual photo printed in 
two colors to bring 
you this full-color 
painting made espe
cially for our cover. 
Frank Schlager, me
chanic for Western 
of Canada in Cal
gary, Alberta, paint-

• ed this scene of one 
of Party F-SO's units 

crossing a flooded ravine last June when he 
was flown to northern British Columbia to 
repair some damaged equipment for the 
crew. Frank became Interested in painting 
while in a prisoner-of-war camp, and it has 
become his hobby. An excellent artist, Frank 
Is entirely self-taught and last year had the 
honor of doing a one-man art show for a 
famous gallery In Calgary. We are proud 
to share this colorful painting of a Western 
crew with all employees via our magazine's 
front cover. 

MARIANNE CLARKE, Editor 

P11b/ished /"arterly by and tor the em
ployees o Jl7 estern Geop ysfra/, 933 
No~th /.;a Brea Aven11e, Los Angeles, 
Califo~nta 90038. Printed in the U.S.A. 
Copyright © 1969 by Jl7 estern Geophysi
cal Company of America. 
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Two days after Christmas the office crew of Party 33 vigorously 
attacks some records that were causing a problem. Seated is Seis
mologist Larry Christensen; standing (from the left) are Geophysi
cal Trainees Harry Lindsay and John Bice, Party Chief W. J. !Bill) 
Walz, and Chief Computer Donnie Ladatto, who are in Shreveport. 

THE NEW PARTY 33 OFFICE FORCE began when Party Chief 
W. J. (Bill) Walz switched from Party 19 to head what was 
left of the old 33 crew. And what was left was an "old-timer," 
Donnie Ladatto, a Western veteran of a bit over five years' 
experience, who is a chief computer. Incidentally, Donnie is 
seriously contemplating the big jump - i.e., taking an over
seas assignment. We wish him lots of luck! 

Also in this office is Seismologist Larry Christensen. He 
recently moved to Shreveport from the metropolis of Provo, 
Utah , with enough furniture and canned preserves to outfit 
three houses. With him were his wife Diane and three chit-
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graduating from Central Michigan University with a masters 
in math, Larry taught high school and college classes. 

The Christmas season was mild for most of the party. Bill 
Walz was fortunate to have his parents down from St. Louis 
for the holidays. 

Geophysical Trainee John Bice, a new man who was meant 
to go overseas very soon, has been drafted and will be going 
over even sooner than expected. John, a native Louisiana boy 
of Ruston, had recently completed his masters degree at the 
University of Alabama after getting his bachelors from Lou
isiana Polytechnic Institute. 

ONE OF WESTERN Ricerche Geofisiche's most loved and re
spected employees, Mr. Menotti Maddii, died in Crotone, 
Italy, on January 5 after an extended illness. His passing, 
which came just four days before his 18th anniversary service 
date, has saddened his legion of friends whom he made during 
his long career as a surveyor on Western's field crews. This 
calling through these long years had taken him to every part 
of his native land. 

In the course of the performance of his duties, he taught 
by his example many a young trainee the art of becoming an 
accompl ished member of the geophysical profession. In so 
doing he earned the honor and respect that was accorded him 
by all those with whom he came in contact and indirectly to 
our Company, which he so loyally represented. 

We who had the privilege of being closely associated with 
Menotti are keenly aware of our great personal loss. May we 
express our sincerest condolences to his widow Caterina and 
his daughter Romana, with whom we share their sorrow. -
Antonino Bucarelli and Giorgio Forlani. 
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