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a joyride isn't-the biggest crime 

in the world.But itS a start. 
\ Vhen a kid takes a car for a 
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.The U.S. Department of .J ,:::::f'ft'l :L your keys . L~ck ~our car. 
Justice and your state a~d local(· .· /~~:· ': .:d:@~: Look at it tlus way. 
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They know that taking a car / going bad. 

~tn~~ 11:-t 
('OU N(.\'- ~ 

Don't help a good boy go bad Take your keys. 



tqese 11oun.s droir ho11s semt to he singing nuriu,g tqeir (!J:{rrist

mas seruiceN W:lris is tqe season f,ulren e11es hri,gqten1 pulses 

quicken, ola friennslriffs are rebiuen1 uefo ones are ma:Cl-e1 mta, 

foitq , tqe true Sfliri± of (!J:lrtis±mas ahnuuhiu,g, eber11oue is lrafTplJN 

~tt ±Iris same spirit ~ sincerel11 fuisq all ;IETesterners, nur olu 

ftieuus auu our nefo ones, anl't ±qeir families a c#}RerrlJ (!J:qristmns 

anu a ~npplJ ~efo 1j[earN c#}RnlJ 11our lrolinn'lJ season he hri.slrt 

nun 11our uefu 11ear fillel't foitq fTCZtce, as foeH as jnlJN 

A FTER OUR extended stay in Australian and New 
Guinea waters, the ships and crew of Party 87 crossed 

the Indian Ocean to commence a survey off the coast of 
Portuguese East Africa, or, as it is official ly known, Pro
vincia de Mocambique. On the way across from Port 
Moresby (Papua, New Guinea), the Western Geophysical 
I called at Singapore for much needed dry-docking. Then 
after also calling in at Kochin on the coast of India for 
fuel and water, the long trip to Africa was undertaken. 

Arriv ing in Mozambique Captain Ray Kocher, Captain 
Frank Foster, who had been the navigator, Marine Engi
neer Derek Rutherford, Seaman Laurie Warrington, and 
Cook Syd Rackham proceeded to explore the sights and 
sounds of Beira, the second largest city in Mozambique. 

Contributors: 
Story 

John H. Sutherland 
Photos 

James Harvey 
Dale D. Wolf 

The population of 60,000 is made up of Portuguese, In
dians , Pakistani, a few Chinese, and a great number of 
natives. Lourenzo Marques, the capital, lies about 500 
miles to the south of Beira and was seen fleetingly by the 
recording crewmen as they flew m from Australia, via 
Johannesburg, South Africa. 

Mozambique was first opened to European influence 
by Vasco da Gama, Portuguese navigator, who rounded 
the Cape of Good Hope in 1497. Up until this time the 
east coast of Africa has been mainly under Arabian and 
East Indian influence. One of our shore stations was sit
uated at Sofala, which was settled in the year 1505. A fort 
was built by the early settlers, who made inquiries about 
the legendary gold trade of the place; but despite its sup
posed commercial attractions, Sofala was found difficult 
to maintain and thus was abandoned. Subsequently the 
fort collapsed into the sea. North of Beira, 460 miles, lies 
the island and town of Mozambique, from which the prov
ince takes its name. Mozambique is the former capital 
and years ago was the way station for ships on the way 

On break from a Party 87 job offshore Mozambique, some of the crew saw this elephant out for a quiet afternoon walk at Gorongosa Game Reserve . 

Party 87 'EXplores' Mozamhique 
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Above - While in port at Beira, Mozambique, 19 members of Party 
87 hired a bus to take them to the Gorongosa Game Reserve. A 
short stop on the road a ll owed Ma lcolm Lacaze, Horace Mawdesley, 
John Reynolds, Terry Sad ler, and Tom Juospaitis to stretch their 
legs on a floating bridge. The trucks in the background (not 
Western - Party 87 is a marine crew) have lo be ferried across 
on a raft because of weight restrictions of the pontoon bridge. 

Below - Armed with cameras and untold rolls of film, the West
erners arrive al the Gorongosa entrance, and some start "shooting." 

lionesses and cubs drowse in the after
noon sun while "the King" lies alone 
and serene behind them in the Gorongo
sa Game Reserve. Though the anima ls 
were fair ly close, the Party 87 men 
viewed them from the safety of the bus. 
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to India. The island is now being developed as a tourist 
resort and is connected by bridge to the mainland. 

Some three hours' run by car from Beira is the Go
rongosa Game Reserve. This is considered a "must" for 
visitors; so 19 members of the crew hired a bus and pro
ceeded to investigate, armed with cameras and untold rolls 
of film. The most advantageous time to see the game is at 
dusk and at sunrise, and the trip was arranged to gain 
full benefit of these hours. The reserve is stocked with 
lion, elephant, leopard, hyena, rhinoceros, many types of 
antelope, thousands of monkeys, and numerous other 
animals. Gorongosa is considered one of the finest game 
reserves in Africa, and the trip was fully appreciated by 
the boys. A pride of lions, consisting of about 18 lions 
and lionesses viewed from a few yards away in the security 
of a bus is quite a sight to see. Whilst staying at the local 
hotel situated on the reserve, one of the crew, in the 
middle of the night, walked outside to be confronted by 
an armed guard. Apparently, after a sign language and 
Portuguese-cum-English conversation, he realized that the 
guard was patrolling the wire fence surrounding the hotel 
to keep the guests away from the animals-and vice versa. 

Natives in Mozambique are Bantu-speaking and are 
mainly of Zulu origin. The Zulus, as you probably know, 
were one of the most warlike tribes in Africa; and at one 
stage in history the majority of South Africa was in fear 
of the Zulu warriors. Nowadays, however, they are mainly 
peaceful stock raisers and farmers. 

Both the mighty Zambesi and Limpopo Rivers find their 
way to the sea on Mozambique. After reading "White 
Cargo" as an immature youth, this reporter imagined this 
part of the world as the white man's graveyard, with spears 
and warlike savages at every turn of the trail; and now 
we find that the place is civilized. We are- sure that this 

must have some adverse effect on our childish syndrome. 
It might be interesting to note that two of today's most 

spectacular sights are to be seen on the waters of the Zam
besi. The first is the Victoria Falls, discovered by Dr. 
Livingstone quite some time ago. As a matter of fact, it 
was from Mozambique that Dr. Livingstone commenced 
his second expedition. 

The second is the Kariba Dam, which forms the largest 
man-made lake in the world. For TV viewers who re
member a coverage of "Operation Noah," it was here that 
the action took place. The purpose of "Operation Noah" 
was to assure the survival of animals that under normal 
conditions would have been drowned with the slow and 
relentless heightening of the level of this great water proj
ect. Thus you can see that we have many historic places 
to visit before our departure. 

Although we are working here in our present capacity, 
this reporter wonders about the potential of this country 
in other resources. Mineral resources here are practically 
untouched and uninvestigated, due mainly to the lack of 
capital. Mozambique relies greatly on Portugal for her 
finance, and it is noticeable that the percentage of popu
lation in the towns and cities far exceeds in proportion 
that of the countryside, which appears to be open to de
velopment by the enterprising man. Vast areas in this 
country are of either good arable or grazing land. Unfor
tunately, at the moment they are left to the jungle or plain 
and are unproductive, at a time when food production is 
one of the world's greater needs. 

Nearly every home in Beira has a native boy to clean, 
wash, cook, and be of general help. These boys are not 
expensive, usually receiving a monthly wage of $15 to 
$20 depending upon their efficiency and capabilities. 
They sometimes have a small grasp of English, and it is 

CHRISTMAS 1968 

On their tour through the Reserve in 
Mozambique, the Western visitors also 
saw this herd of wildebeest [literally 
wild beast) grazing quietly by the road. 

quite amusing to be greeted at 6 o'clock at night with a 
cheery "Good morning, Massa." 

The natives in Beira and surrounding areas are very 
picturesque, especially the women. They wear very bright 
colors, vivid reds and blues, in blanket-type wrap-arounds. 
As many as three or four are worn at the same time, 
wrapped tightly around the torso. If a baby is carried, 
one blanket is wrapped around the baby, who is in a 
sitting position on the mother's back. The native women 
are often seen carrying heavy loads balanced on their 

After entering the Gorongosa Game Reserve, the Party 87 men were 
confronted with this sign and as they proceeded on their tour un
derstood the reason for it. They saw many, many elephants roam
ing, not just the one shown on page 1. A bull elephant even 
stopped, turned toward them, and gave them a very menacing look. 
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heads, with a baby nonchalantly observing the passing 
traffic from the observation platform on mother's back. 
Recently whilst driving near Beira we saw a girl balancing 
on her head a 55-gallon drum (empty, of course), round 
side down, with practiced ease. 

Unfortunately, this is a busy port and dock space is 
practically unobtainable. The Port of Beira last year han
dled three and one-half million tons of cargo and turned 
around 1,200 ships. Whenever our ships are in Beira, they 
must anchor out in the harbor. Launches run a ferry ser
vice to and from the wharf to carry personnel, stores, 
laundry, oxygen bottles, and all of the many other items 
needed for operation, thus increasing the difficulty in keep
ing things running smoothly. The launches, which are 

Working offshore Mozambique on the Western Geophysical I, the 
Party 87 men have lowered the, AQUAPULSE gun into firing position, 

Far left - Party 87's Jim Harvey gives a toothy grin from the 
wheelhouse of the Western Geophysical I. Left - The crew's cook, 
Syd Rackham, looks up from his chores in the mess room of ship. 

Below - Aboard ship offshore Mozambique, these two Party 87 
men, working on cable, are Terry Sadler (left) and Neil Weston. 

Right - Same site, but different men. from the left are: Horace 
Mawdesley, Ken Lewington, John Reynolds, and Malcolm Lacaze. 

handled by native boys, have as many crewmen as wc 
have on the Western I. The captain, who handles the 
rudder, signals the engineer with a whistle - one whistle 
for "in gear," two for "ahead," and three for "astern." 
In addition to these two men, there are usually two deck 
boys, who fend the launches from the dock with boat 
hooks. At times they also carry a young lad who does the 
cooking for the crew. 

Due to a rather involved political situation, British naval 
vessels are keeping a constant patrol just outside of Mo
zambique territorial waters, and our ships have been 
"buzzed" and inspected quite a few times by speedy de
stroyers and low-flying helicopters. A spot on the horizon 
within quite a few short minutes could turn out to be a 
sleek grey naval vessel bearing down on our comparatively 
small ships at the speed of an express train. Consequent
ly, Captain Colin (Heavy) Foster, Co-ordinator Horace 
(Horry) Mawdesley, and Digital Operator Guy Hancock 
are becoming highly proficient in Morse code with an Aldis 
signaling lamp! Just another problem in a day's work. 

The Wayne Walker arrived from Las Palmas during 
the program to stand by as shooting boat. The coastal 
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waters in which the crew is working are very shallow, and 
thus dynamite may have to be used to give sufficient energy 
return. 

Beira is a popular holiday resort for Rhodesians, and 
on a recent holiday weekend accommodations in the town 

were at a premium. The beach front extends for about 
four miles, and many a beady Western eye enjoyed the 
sight of attractive Portuguese and Rhodesian lasses taking 
full advantage of the sunshine. There are many beautiful 
homes in this area, and noticeable is the ever-present touch 
of Latin architecture. 

Besides the attraction of beaches and scenery, Party 87 
has discovered that Beira has somewhere in the vicinity of 
70 bars. At sailing time you can well imagine the panic 
and dust raised as Party Manager Hilton MacRae and 
Assistant Party Manager John Sutherland do the rounds 
to make sure that all personnel are present and accounted 
for and not waylaid in some obscure corner. One of the 
most popular bars with the crew is the "Moulin Rouge." 
As a matter of fact, this commercial enterprise has been 
re-christened the "Western Club." The "Moulin Rouge" 
is what is known as the "first and last" in seagoing terms 
- the first bar you see when you come ashore and the 
last bar you see when going back on the ship. Many are 
the members of the crew who have been dragged from 
this "den of iniquity" to return to the ships and back to 
sea (names withheld due to embarrassment of parties con
cerned). 

On a recent evening a home-movie night was held at 
the home of John and Woodie Sutherland, which is also 

Because Beira, Mozambique, is a busy port and dock space practica ll y unobtainable, the Western ships are unab le to 
dock when they come in; thus Party 87's recording ship, the Western Geophysical I, lies at anchor outside the harbor. 
Launches run a ferry service to and from the wharf for personnel, stores, laundry, oxygen bottles, and other necessities. 
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The "Moulin Rouge" in Beira, Mozambique, was rechristened the 
"Western Club" by Party 87. In seagoing terms it is known as the 
"first and last" - the first bar you see when coming ashore and 
the last one when returning to your ship. The Westerners last 
saw it as they left for Bahrain after dispatch ing this article. 

Western's local office. On show were films shot by our 
cameramen, Tom and Jerry, of the trip to the Gorongosa 
animal park, of the voyage from New Guinea to Africa, 
and of some rather expert kite-flying by Tom Juospaitis. 
Tom is quite an expert kite flyer (or is it kiteologist?) and 
can often be seen at Estoril, one of the local beaches, prac
ticing his unusual hobby. We might add, though kite flying 
may sound unrewarding, this is not the case. How else can 
you strike up a conversation with a young lad who has an 
attractive elder sister? Malcolm Lacaze, who was featured 
in another scene, of rather candid type photography, ap
peared to be somewhat embarrassed at the lack of editing 
and censorship on the part of our "film board." 

Also present at the showing, and acting as projectionist, 
was Nuno Oliveira, assistant manager of our agent here in 
Beira. Nuno is multilingual and has been invaluable in 
acquiring the various things required to keep the operation 
functioning and is often called upon to assist in unusual 
circumstances. Although not related to Western news, 
Nuno recently was asked to assist a Portuguese doctor in 
examining a Greek seaman. Nuno had to find an English
speaking Greek to translate the patient's symptoms into 
English so that Nuno could then translate that conversation 
from English into Portuguese to tell the doctor the symp
toms! Would you believe it? 

At the time of writing, in addition to the party manager 
and his assistant, the seismic crew consists of Co-ordinator 
Horace Mawdesley, Digital Operator Guy Hancock, with 
recording crewmen Tom Juospaitis, Malcolm Lacaze, John 
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Reynolds, Terry Sadler, and Neil Weston and gun crew
men Ken Lewington, Jim Harvey, and Hari Bruch. The 
ship's crew has Captains A. G. (Ducky) Alves and Colin 
(Heavy) Foster; Marine Engineers Derek Rutherford, 
Lester Rhodes, Charlie Stevens, and Jake Viator; and Sea
man Laurie Warrington. (The crews of both the Western I 
and the Wayne Walker are now working on the Western I. 
- Ed.) In the culinary department Cook Syd Rackham, 
with Helper Alfredo Madeiros, keeps the ere~ happy with 
plenty of good food. 

With the end of this program in sight, we are all won
dering where our next stay will be. We can only hope it 
will be somewhere as pleasant as Beira, Mozambique. 

So long for now, and greetings to all from Party 87. 

Party 87 ends Its story of Mozambique with this picture taken in 
Gorongosa Game Reserve : vultures awaiting "supper" from their 
perch in a dead tree. Finis - both the tree and the operation . 
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A revised booklet, "Employee Benefit Program," will 
be published soon and distributed to all personnel. Since 
the last publication of this booklet, there have been sever
al significant improvements in Western's benefit program. 
For example, a salary continuation plan is now in effect, 
whereby in the event of total disability lasting in excess 
of 13 weeks a substantial part of salary is continued until 
age 65. Also, special travel insurance for a fatal accident 
resulting from travel on aircraft while on Company busi-

T HE WESTERN EMPLOYEE BENEFIT PROGRAM has two 
principal objectives: first, to provide financial protec

tion for the employee and his family in time of emergency; 
second, to provide a retirement fund that will begin grow
ing after his first year with the Company and will continue 
to grow throughout his subsequent years with Western. 

The Benefit Program imposes no small financial obli
gation on the Company. The projected cost to the Com
pany of the entire Benefit Program for the year 1968 
amounts to approximately 20% of all salaries. 

Medical Expense Insurance Plan 

The Western Medical Expense Insurance Plan is de
signed to meet most of the costs of serious or prolonged 
illness or off-the-job accident for the employee and his 
family. Coverage is available after six months of service. 

Under the Western Plan, each employee pays the first 
$25 of expenses for each illness or accident not work
connected. The Plan then pays 80% of all additional 
covered expenses up to a maximum benefit payment of 
$10,000 for each disability of the employee or any member 

of his family. 
Where drugs or medicines are prescribed in connec-

tion with any claim for the insured person outside the 
hospital, he also pays the first $20 worth in any calendar 
month. The Plan pays 80% of covered expenses above 

$20. 
Pregnancy benefits are payable for 80% of covered 

expenses in excess of $500 . . 
The Company pays more than three times the employee 
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ness is now provided. Furthermore, vacations have been 
increased to two weeks after one year's service; and sick 
leave becomes available to new employees after 30 days, 
instead of after six months. 

All of these additional benefits entail no cost to the 
employee. They reflect the Company's continual awareness 
of the need for change in order to insure that our employ
ees and their families are protected against problems con
fronting an ever changing society. 

cost of premiums for the Medical Expense Insurance 
Plan, now handled by Metropolitan Life. Despite rising 
costs, the contribution by employees has remained un-

changed. 

Baby Bonus 

In addition to the benefits available for maternity care 
under the Medical Expense Insurance Plan, Western pays 
a "baby bonus" of $100 to each Western family when a 
new heir is born, provided that the employee is and has 
been insured for dependent coverage under the medical 
plan for a minimum of nine months prior to birth. 

Free Life Insurance 

After a Westerner has been an employee of the Com
pany for six months, he becomes eligible for and auto
matically receives $1,000 of free life insurance. 

Additional Group Life Insurance 

In addition to the $1,000 of free life insurance, the 
Western Plan provides additional life insurance for em
ployees, the amount available dependent on base pay clas
sification. The Western Plan also includes provisions for 
total and permanent disability whereby if an employee is 
totally and permanently disabled before age 60, the in
surance will be paid in 60 monthly installments. 

Travel Accident Insurance 

All full-time employees while engaged in travel on an 
authorized Company business trip out of their headquar-

7 
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examining a Greek seaman. Nuno had to find an English
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ters area are covered. Coverage under this plan includes: 
Accidental death in aircraft - $100,000 
Accidental death in travel from any other cause -

$25,000 
Loss of both hands, feet, or eyes in a travel accident -

100 % of benefit 
Loss of hand, foot or eye in a travel accident - 50% 

of benefit. 

Vacation 

Western employees receive two weeks of vacation for 
each complete year of service for the first nine years. Com
mencing with the tenth year, an employee is eligible for 
three weeks of vacation for each complete year of service. 

Sick Leave 

An employee is eligible for paid sick leave after 30 days 
of service. Sick leave is accumulated at the rate of one day 
per calendar month, to a maximum of ten days per cal
endar year. One half of unused sick leave at the end of 
each calendar year is carried forward at full rate and added 
to previously accumulated sick leave. 

Salary Continuation Plan 
(Long-Term Disability) 

All full-time employees under 65 years of age, upon 
completion of six months of service, are eligible for the 
new Company benefit, the Salary Continuation Plan, at 
no cost to the employee. 

Benefits are designed to provide the employee with a 
livable level of income if he suffers a loss of earnings due 
to a non-work connected total disability of more than 13 
calendar weeks ( 65 work days). For such a disability that 
lasts more than 65 work days, the Plan will pay almost 
two-thirds of basic weekly salary as long as the total dis
ability condition lasts or until the employee reaches age 65. 

Weekly benefits are reduced by any amount received 
from Workman's Compensation, any form of Employees 
Liability Insurance, and Social Security. A minimum week
ly benefit of $20, however, will be paid regardless of any 
other income. 

Profit-Sharing Retirement Plan 

In effect, the Western Profit-Sharing Retirement Plan, 
begun in 19 51, makes every employee an active partner in 
the Company. He shares in the earnings of the Company, 
within certain limits, in much the same manner as if he 
had made a sizable investment in the stock of the Com
pany. Employees pay nothing into the Plan. The Company 
designed this Plan to provide a substantial fund of money 
for those who spend their careers with Western. Most em
ployees consider it their "No. 1" benefit. 

Company profits deposited in the Profit-Sharing Retire
ment Plan are invested by the Trust Administration Com
mittee to earn additional income for this Plan. The earn-
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ings of these investments also are reinvested. A dollar 
placed in the Plan by the Company in 1951, for example, 
was worth $3.23 to the employee at the end of 1967. 

The Western employee is eligible to share in the profits 
of the Company for his first year of association with it, 
provided he was employed on April 1 or earlier and had 
nine months of continuous service before December 31 
of that year. For each succeeding year of participation, his 
total wages (base pay, bonus, and overtime) are "weight
ed" by an additional 2 % per year, up to a 15-year maxi
mum of 30%, when determining his proportional share 
of the monies in the Plan. After 15 years, the employee's 
proportional share continues to be computed at 130% of 
his earnings. 

An employee becomes completely "vested" with owner
ship of all the funds accumulated in his account after his 
fifteenth year in the Plan. His "vested interest" in the 
funds standing in his name is 7.14% after completion of 
two years with the Company and grows by an additional 
7.14% each succeeding year until the end of his fifteenth 
year. 

At any time after 15 years of participation or at age 
65, the employee may retire and receive his full holdings. 
Most employees, however, wish to continue with the Com
pany after 15 years of service and thus continue to take 
part in the Plan. This Plan does not permit any withdrawal 
of funds from the Plan unless the employee terminates his 
association with Western. This is true even though the 
employee has worked 15 years or more and is fully vested 
in all funds in his account. 

If the employee terminates his connection with Western 
before the end of his fifteenth year, he receives the share 
of his accumulated funds for which he bas a vested interest. 
For example, an employee leaving after five years would 
receive 28.56% of the funds standing in his name. The 
balance of the funds accumulated in his account would be 
distributed among the other current-year employee par
ticipants. 

In case of death or total and permanent disability at 
any time, the employee or his beneficiary automatically 
gets full ownership of all funds standing in his name, plus 
the full share of his participation in that year's distribution 
of the Company contribution and the Plan's earnings. 

The Plan itself has no terminal date and will continue 
indefinitely. 

Stock Purchase Plan 

The Litton Stock Purchase Plan is another means pro
vided for the accumulation of capital by the employee. 
Every full-time employee is eligible, after six months of 
service, to set aside up to 4% of his base salary for the 
purchase, in his name, of Litton common stock. For every 
$4 invested by the employee, Western adds $1, such that 
each share of stock purchased costs the employee 80 % 
of current market value. 

WESTERN PROFILE 

PARTY 101 - BANGKOK, THAILAND 

KEITH A. LEAVIIT, Reporter·Photographer 

Bound for Thailand, the mighty Western Beach departed 
from Guam and headed for an anxiously awaiting Party 
101 crew in Davao City, the Philippines. After a few days' 
stopover in Davao City, the recording ship and crew began 
the long voyage around the "horn" (South Borneo), 
through the Java Sea, and into the South China Sea and 
their second stop, Singapore. 

Singapore, the "Old Sin City," or more formally known 
as the "Lion City," was a familiar sight to many. Happy 
reunions occurred for Shooter KEN DUNWOODY and Boat
man JOHN KERR as they were reunited with acquaintances 

The AQUAPULSE gun, in striking 
silhouette, lies at readiness for a 
day's work by Party 101 in the Gulf 
of Thailand. The installation of the 
AQUAPULSE energy source on the 
Western Beac:h was made in Singa
pore, where lhe ship made a stop 
on lhe way from Guam to Thailand. 
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of previous breaks in Singapore. For others, such as Help
er TONY DALLAS and Vibrator Operator ERWIN SANCHEZ
FLORES, Singapore was their first taste of the mysterious 
Orient - also their first taste of a duty-free port, which 
was reflected in the gross sales of cameras and tape record
ers during the crew's visit. 

The crew stayed in Singapore only long enough to install 
the now familiar AQUAPULSE energy source. The instal
lation was quite a success primarily due to the large deck 
area of the Western Beach and the supervision of Driller
Mechanic JOHN CLINGAN and Instrument Supervisor OR
VAL BRANNAN. The recording crew as a whole also deserves 
much praise and credit for this fine job done on the West
ern Beach. To supplement the oxygen supply provided by 
the 3,000-gallon liquid oxygen tank, eight large oxygen 
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While Party 1O1 was in Bangkok, the crew's client gave an "Open Ship" aboard the 
Western Beach for dignitaries, including high government officials of Thailand. Left
Westerner Erwin Sanchez-Flores explains the fine points of digital recording to some of 
the distinguished Thai visitors . Center - Party I 01 's government liaison officer, Mr. 
Preecha Supalak looks at an AQUAPULSE gun. Right - A processed seismic section is 
explained in both the English and Thai languages for those attending the "Open Ship ." 

cylinders were added. (As it turned out, this was not nec
essary because after three months' steady shooting the 
crew still had LOX in the tank.) 

Thus in early March, under the skillful guidance of 
Captain E. L. (JELLY) KING, who was ably assisted by 
Captain RICHARD GANNON and Seamen RONNIE ROLLIN
SON and JIM GIROUARD, the Western Beach set off for 
Bangkok, Thailand. A word of credit should be entered 
here: With four GMC V-12 engines, two generators, and 

This is a view of the 3,000-gallon liquid oxygen tank on the West
ern Beach. At lower left are some of the eight large I black I oxy
gen cylinders Party 10 I carries to -supplement the tank if needed. 

200 tons of ship, Engineer MARIO LISTER had a full-time 
job keeping the Western Beach running smoothly, and he 
did it well. 

Bangkok is a doodlebugger's paradise. It is a beautiful 
mixture of ancient Buddhist culture and modern civiliza
tion. If anyone else ever ha~ the opportunity to visit Bang
kok, he should not forget his camera - but buy the film 
in duty-free Singapore. 

Our job in the Gulf of Thailand was highlighted by a 
great reception and "Open Ship" given by Western's client. 
The crew labored for days getting the Beach really "ship
shape" for the visiting dignitaries. And dignitaries there 
were! Among the distinguished guests were the Vice Ad
miral of the Thai Navy, the Undersecretary of State of 
Thailand, and the Director of the Department of Mineral 
Resources. Also in attendance was our good friend, the 
Assistant Deputy Director of the Department of Mineral 
Resources, Pisoot Sudasna. Mr. Pisoot, affectionately 
known as "Pete," was paramount in helping Western get 
established in Thailand and conducting a successful, 
smooth-running operation. 

After the grand tour of the first seismic vessel in Thai
land, a reception and cocktail party were held in the Siam 
Intercontinental Hotel in Bangkok. Among the noteworthy 
guests attending this function were the United States Am
bassador and his wife. All in all, the "Open Ship" and 
reception were very successful and served to establish a 
good rapport between the people of Thailand and Western 
Geophysical Company. 
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Bangkok, and T hailand as well, is not only a paradise 
for doodlebuggers but a paradise for anyone interested in 
beauty, cu lture (both ancient and modern) , good food, 
and entertainment. Thailand is located geographically just 
north of the equator in southeast Asia. It is bordered by 
Burma, Laos, Cambodia, and Malaysia. The ancient name 
for Thailand was Siam, meaning "Golden," but has since 
been changed to its present Thailand, meaning "Land of 
the Free." An interesting sight to this reporter is the large 
statue to democracy, located in Democracy Square in Bang
kok. It is interesting because Thailand is primarily a mon
archy. Siam was an absolute monarchy until 1932 when a 
form of constitutional monarchy was introduced. In 1963 
Thailand, under Boston-born King Bumiphol Advlyadej, 
Rama IX, appointed Field Marshal Thanom Kittikachorn 
as the first prime minister. This year the people of Thailand 
passed their constitution and held the first election . 

Most sources agree that the Thai as a clan founded a 
kingdom in southeast China about the middle of the 7th 
century. A mass migration took place when Kublai Khan's 
forces invaded the settled lands and forced the Thais to 
the fertile valleys skirting the Chao Phraya River. This 
river now, incidentally, runs between the "twin" cities of 
Bangkok and Dhonburi. The original site of the capital was 
Dhonburi, which is now located on the western bank of the 
Chao Phraya, but has since been moved to its present lo
cation, Bangkok. 

The religious culture of Thailand is an admixture of 
Buddhism, Hinduism, and Christianity, with Buddhism 
being the most prominent. Throughout the country can be 
seen Buddhist monks wandering about with shaven heads 
and dressed in the striking saffron colored robes. Also 
prominent are the Buddhist temples, or "Wats" as they are 
called in Thai. One of the more spectacular Wats this re
porter visited is the Wat Phra Red. This cloister of jeweled 
temples is famous throughout the world for its gorgeous 
temple housing the Venerable Emerald Buddha image. 
This image, resting upon a high, gilded altar, is the most 
sacred of the Buddha images in Thailand and is really 
something to be seen rather than described. The magnifi-

The Western Beach rides fairly low with her aft tanks full. This 
picture was taken during the "Open Ship" al Bangkok, and some of 
the Party 101 guests can be seen looking at the cable and its reel. 

cence of the gold and jewels in which the image is set is 
almost beyond description . 

The Bangkok floating market is a sight not to be missed 
on one's break. It does mean getting up in time to catch 
a small boat at 6: 30 A. M. and riding for a few hours in 

Left-Chef John Hoogeveen, in the galley of the Western Beach, is busily mixing 
up some delectable dish to tempt the palates of the Party 10 I men. Center-Cap
tain Edwin L. (Jelly I King looks around for the Profile photographer. Right
Party 101 Co-ordinator V. P. (Buddy) Hearon stops to peer at the roving lens. 
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While Party 1O1 was in Bangkok, the crew's client gave an "Open Ship" aboard the 
Western Beach for dignitaries, including high government officials of Thailand. Left
Westerner Erwin Sanchez-Flores explains the fine points of digital recording to some of 
the distinguished Thai visitors . Center - Party I 01 's government liaison officer, Mr. 
Preecha Supalak looks at an AQUAPULSE gun. Right - A processed seismic section is 
explained in both the English and Thai languages for those attending the "Open Ship ." 

cylinders were added. (As it turned out, this was not nec
essary because after three months' steady shooting the 
crew still had LOX in the tank.) 

Thus in early March, under the skillful guidance of 
Captain E. L. (JELLY) KING, who was ably assisted by 
Captain RICHARD GANNON and Seamen RONNIE ROLLIN
SON and JIM GIROUARD, the Western Beach set off for 
Bangkok, Thailand. A word of credit should be entered 
here: With four GMC V-12 engines, two generators, and 

This is a view of the 3,000-gallon liquid oxygen tank on the West
ern Beach. At lower left are some of the eight large I black I oxy
gen cylinders Party 10 I carries to -supplement the tank if needed. 

200 tons of ship, Engineer MARIO LISTER had a full-time 
job keeping the Western Beach running smoothly, and he 
did it well. 

Bangkok is a doodlebugger's paradise. It is a beautiful 
mixture of ancient Buddhist culture and modern civiliza
tion. If anyone else ever ha~ the opportunity to visit Bang
kok, he should not forget his camera - but buy the film 
in duty-free Singapore. 

Our job in the Gulf of Thailand was highlighted by a 
great reception and "Open Ship" given by Western's client. 
The crew labored for days getting the Beach really "ship
shape" for the visiting dignitaries. And dignitaries there 
were! Among the distinguished guests were the Vice Ad
miral of the Thai Navy, the Undersecretary of State of 
Thailand, and the Director of the Department of Mineral 
Resources. Also in attendance was our good friend, the 
Assistant Deputy Director of the Department of Mineral 
Resources, Pisoot Sudasna. Mr. Pisoot, affectionately 
known as "Pete," was paramount in helping Western get 
established in Thailand and conducting a successful, 
smooth-running operation. 

After the grand tour of the first seismic vessel in Thai
land, a reception and cocktail party were held in the Siam 
Intercontinental Hotel in Bangkok. Among the noteworthy 
guests attending this function were the United States Am
bassador and his wife. All in all, the "Open Ship" and 
reception were very successful and served to establish a 
good rapport between the people of Thailand and Western 
Geophysical Company. 
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Bangkok, and T hailand as well, is not only a paradise 
for doodlebuggers but a paradise for anyone interested in 
beauty, cu lture (both ancient and modern) , good food, 
and entertainment. Thailand is located geographically just 
north of the equator in southeast Asia. It is bordered by 
Burma, Laos, Cambodia, and Malaysia. The ancient name 
for Thailand was Siam, meaning "Golden," but has since 
been changed to its present Thailand, meaning "Land of 
the Free." An interesting sight to this reporter is the large 
statue to democracy, located in Democracy Square in Bang
kok. It is interesting because Thailand is primarily a mon
archy. Siam was an absolute monarchy until 1932 when a 
form of constitutional monarchy was introduced. In 1963 
Thailand, under Boston-born King Bumiphol Advlyadej, 
Rama IX, appointed Field Marshal Thanom Kittikachorn 
as the first prime minister. This year the people of Thailand 
passed their constitution and held the first election . 

Most sources agree that the Thai as a clan founded a 
kingdom in southeast China about the middle of the 7th 
century. A mass migration took place when Kublai Khan's 
forces invaded the settled lands and forced the Thais to 
the fertile valleys skirting the Chao Phraya River. This 
river now, incidentally, runs between the "twin" cities of 
Bangkok and Dhonburi. The original site of the capital was 
Dhonburi, which is now located on the western bank of the 
Chao Phraya, but has since been moved to its present lo
cation, Bangkok. 

The religious culture of Thailand is an admixture of 
Buddhism, Hinduism, and Christianity, with Buddhism 
being the most prominent. Throughout the country can be 
seen Buddhist monks wandering about with shaven heads 
and dressed in the striking saffron colored robes. Also 
prominent are the Buddhist temples, or "Wats" as they are 
called in Thai. One of the more spectacular Wats this re
porter visited is the Wat Phra Red. This cloister of jeweled 
temples is famous throughout the world for its gorgeous 
temple housing the Venerable Emerald Buddha image. 
This image, resting upon a high, gilded altar, is the most 
sacred of the Buddha images in Thailand and is really 
something to be seen rather than described. The magnifi-

The Western Beach rides fairly low with her aft tanks full. This 
picture was taken during the "Open Ship" al Bangkok, and some of 
the Party 101 guests can be seen looking at the cable and its reel. 

cence of the gold and jewels in which the image is set is 
almost beyond description . 

The Bangkok floating market is a sight not to be missed 
on one's break. It does mean getting up in time to catch 
a small boat at 6: 30 A. M. and riding for a few hours in 

Left-Chef John Hoogeveen, in the galley of the Western Beach, is busily mixing 
up some delectable dish to tempt the palates of the Party 10 I men. Center-Cap
tain Edwin L. (Jelly I King looks around for the Profile photographer. Right
Party 101 Co-ordinator V. P. (Buddy) Hearon stops to peer at the roving lens. 



the waterways, but this is well worth the effort. The heavy 
river traffic is indicative of the importance of the water
ways as the main transportation link in southern Thailand. 
This can be well attested to by Party Manager JIM HALL, 
who spent several days making an extensive study of the 
waterways. Even though roads are scarce, the most isolated 
farm can be reached with this intricate system of water
ways. In the floating market proper, sampans and wooden 
platforms in front of water-side shops are piled high with 
golden-skin bananas, green coconuts, rambutans, and 
mangosteens. One can even buy ice cream cones from the 
friendly ice cream man in a boat. At intersections of canals 
there are traffic police to direct the flow of traffic. Party 
Manager TONY MAHONEY, his wife CAROL, and this re
porter made this long trip through the canals one early 
morning. One of the highlights of this was the Royal Barge 
Flotilla. These beautifully carved and decorated boats are 

"What a lovely birdhouse!" Yes, it is lovely-but no, it is not 
a birdhouse . It is a "Spirit House," used to house evil spirits 
so that they will not enter the main house. Almost every Thai 
home has a spirit house, in which lives the "Chao Ti" or "the 
lord of the land or place." Usually they are built at the time the 
house is constructed so that they face the important room of the 
home, either the master bedroom or the living room, and so that 
they are not overshadowed by the owner's house. Offerings to the 
spirit are made each day, of main dishes, sweets, fruits, incense 
sticks, and flowers, placed on a tab le in front of the shrine. 

On this modern building going up in Thailand you see an unusual, 
but typically Thai, construction method; the scaffolding is bamboo! 

used only in November for ceremony but can be seen in 
their anchorage throughout the year. 

The members of Party 101 enjoyed their stay in Bang
kok. Some of the men, specifically Recording Helpers 
PAUL HELLIER and DENNIS VINEY, found time during 
their Jong breaks to journey to the famous Bridge over the 
River Kwai. It is a much more modern structure than the 
one portrayed in the film. Other crew members, including 
Co-ordinator (now Party Manager) V. P. (BUDDY) HEA
RON and Recording Helper Foo HOCK (HAWK) YIN, pre
ferred to spend their leisure time lounging around the pool 
at the Happy Hotel (appropriately named). , 

On the lighter side, there occurs once a year in Thailand 
the rain festival. In the olden days it was proper to sprinkle 
a few drops of water on one another to celebrate the com
ing of the rains for the rice paddies. This light sprinkling 
has now grown into "every man for himself and you had 
better wear a raincoat"! Woe betide the unwary pedestrian 
who walks too close to the passing busses because he is 
liable to be drenched by young students wielding buckets 
full of water. It was indeed a wet day when the crew 
boarded the Western Beach to return to the prospect. It 
seems that the entire staff and guests of the Happy Hotel 
were thrown into the swimming pool - in celebration of 
the coming of the rains, of course! 

All good things, however, must be cast aside for better 
ones - or something Jike that. There were many more 
than a few sad hearts who bid farewell to Thailand, "The 
Land of Smiles." But as the man said, "We shall return." 
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PARTY F-63 - ROCKY MOUNTAIN HOUSE, 
ALBERTA . 

RAY KRILL, Reporter-Photographer 

The best introduction to Rocky Mountain House is that 
given in a brochure printed by the Rocky Mountain House 
Chamber of Commerce: 

"Rocky Mountain House is situated at the point of 
transit ion between plains and mountains. Here where the 
scenic Clearwater River meets the fast flowing North 
Saskatchewan River, the vast Alberta prairies begin to fold 
into the hills and va lleys magnificently clothed in larch, 
spruce, pine, birch, and poplar. Wide rivers become fast 
flowing trout streams and sapphire lakes. A short distance 
fart her west the landscape becomes the magnificent, pin
nacled splendour of the Rockies, exciting yet tranquil. Here 
the streams become boiling rapids and cascading waterfa lls. 
Valleys that echo the bull elk's shrill bugling lead into 
flowered alpine meadows where frivolous Bighorn sheep 
romp." 

Although the rain does not seem to stop falling in 
July and August, this is where Party F-63 works. 

T he Hudson's Bay Company in 1754 sent Anthony 
Henday to establish a fur trading location among the 
Piegon, Blackfoot, Sarcee, Cree, and Stone Indians. The 
present area of Rocky Mountain House was the fort loca
tion. The early fur traders hunted and trapped buffalo, 
moose, red deer, grizzly, muskrat, and beaver. Later the 
coal miners and lumbermen supplied plentiful coal and 
ra ilroad tics for the railroad. The present lumber mills, 
farms, ranches, oil and gas wells, and tourist industry carry 
on the adventurous life of pioneer times. The pioneer life 
(exploration) continues, only now with more technically 
advanced equipment. 

Rocky Mountain House has the atmosphere of a fron
tier town . Sixty years ago the sports-day activities consisted 
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of the following: broncho busting, steer roping, greasy 
pole climbing, horse races, foot races, chewing tobacco 
contests, shooting, and other events. The regular frontier 
sports day in the last great West would end with an Indian 
powwow and a tug of war between the "bootleggers" and 
older "dope shiners." Today's stampede or ·rodeo with its 
amateur participants puts up a show that provides more 
excitement and laughter than the professional Stampede 
in "Cow Town" Calgary. 

Rocky Mountain House is a sportsman's paradise. An 
enthusiast may go fishing for eastern brook trout in the 
many cold mountain streams or, with the help of a guide, 
hunting in the foothiils for big game. If you wish to call 
sun bathing and berry picking a sport, Crimson and Sylvan 
Lakes provide the sandy beaches, and the seismic cutlines 
provide access to blueberries and raspberries. 

The Kootenay Plains west of Rocky Mountain House 
are the only home of some of the last remaining herds of 
wild horses, and the foothills are the home of trophies. In 
1934 Mr. S. C. Kerr donated sheep to the Carnegie Mu
seum in Philadelphia and Carnegie Institute in Pittsburg. 
In 194 7 Count Sporon Fiedler from Denmark took from 

Left-A tranquil, present-day farm 
scene in the historic and varied area 
of Rocky Mountain House, Alberta, 
Party F-63 base. Below-The re
mains of horse bam at old lumber 
mill west of Rocky Mountain House. 
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Rocky Mountain House trophy heads of each of western 
Canada's big game species for the Danish National Mu
seum in Copenhagen. This is the exciting history of Rocky 
Mountain House. 

The members of Party F-63 come from many different 
towns and cities iry Alberta and Saskatchewan. Each mem
ber not only says that his position, be it cook, driller, or 
recording helper, is more important than the other on the 
crew but also that his home town possesses something more 
important than any other town. Driller RAY ANDERSON, 
from Olds, Alberta, is a Winnipeg Blue Bomber fan and 
firmly- believes that no football team is good enough to beat 
the Bombers. Driller METRO CHERNIWCHAN and Permit
man DouG MACNIVEN represent Calgary and the Calgary 
Stampeders. They say that there is no choice but the 
Stampeders to win the Grey Cup at Toronto this year. 
RON CAMERON, cook's helper, agrees and adds, "The best 
that ever came out of Blue Bomber country was the road 
to Calgary." 

Junior Observer GARY MrLOT, Recording Helper Ro
BERT CLARK, Observer GARY BALTAS, and Supplyman ED 
MACDONALD, all Calgarians, conclude that nothing offers 
more magnificent mountains, clearer lakes, lovelier river 
valleys, and more natural hot springs than the majestic 
locale of Banff National Park, which they visited on their 
time off. Driller RUDY KRISKO adds that Waterton Lakes 
National Park in southwestern Alberta provides some of 
the best trout in western Canada. "Let beauty be beauty 
and fish be fish," comment Shooter RoY PIERSON and 
Clerk-Computer KEN FUJIKAWA, "but we prefer the sugar 
beet country of Taber and Raymond, Alberta." 

Reel-truck Driver JIGS MAHONEY, Drill Helper JOHN 
STEPHENSON, Surveyor ALLEN WEISS, and Mechanic JOHN 
Guv boast that a vegetable oil plant and the largest wheat 
and grapeseed fields are located at Nipawan, Saskatche
wan. Not to be forgotten are Recording Helper JIM 
KNOWLER and wine bottling at Moose Jaw, Saskatchewan. 

Drill Helper ED MYSKO and Field Clerk RAY KRILL say 
that they plan to spend their future in the fastest growing 
and best technical school in North America - the North
ern Alberta Institute of Technology (N.A.I.T.), located 
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in Edmonton, Alberta. Driller HARVEY TURCOTTE, of 
nearby Sherwood Park, agrees. Surveyor RoN McDOUGALL 
and Recording Helper FRED RIST reply that they have a 
more interesting future. They intend t6 work for Western 
and then retire at the Old Folks Horne at Red Deer, 
Alberta. 

Party Manager C. M. (SANDY) LARSON and Camp At
tendant BILL LEGG boast that the big game, plywood and 
lumber mills , and commercial fishing in the Lesser Slave 
Lake area of northern Alberta are of great importance. 
Cook ARTHUR SCHEFFLER insists that mixed farming at 
nearby Fairview cannot be omitted. Shooter's Helper 
LARRY RAY welcomes anyone interested in homesteading 
to start his pioneer living at Beaverlodge. The large Agri
culture Experimental Station there helped develop agri
culture in the Peace River District of northwestern Alberta. 

Observer NICK GooLIAFF and Surveyor GERALD 
SCHNEIDER suggest that only they can boast in the PROFILE. 

Party F-63 is working in a part af Alberta that is the transition 
between plains and mountains, where the hills are covered with 
many varieties of trees . Sitting among the trees waiting for fur
ther instructions on the hand phone is Recording Helper Fred Rist. 

NICK was married in the Lutheran Church to Miss DIANNE 
WELLS of Hythe, Alberta, on August 9. GERALD and wife 
RITA announced their first arrival, NICK EDWIN, at St. 
Walburg on August 31. 

This is our crew, Party F-63 - and now back to the 
Nodwells for a few more shot holes. 

PARTY 85 - GULF OF ALASKA 

JACK WALKER, Reporter 

Land-crew veterans scoff at it because it has to use 
boats to get the job done. Marine-crew veterans scoff at 
it because "For Pete's sakes! We can shoot as much in an 
hour as these 'transplanted landlubbers' do in a day." 
Neither by land nor by what any self-respecting marine 
man would really call sea, Western's newest crew, Party 
85, operates in that heretofore "no man's land" of Alaska, 
the shallow water area previously inaccessible either by 
land or by sea. Stepchildren its men may be but important 
stepchildren who may someday laugh at those bound 
strictly by the continents or the oceans - and it took 
a marriage of both "landlubbers" and "sailors" to make it 
work. Supervising the operation is that Alaskan "land
lubber," V. J. (Vrc) MrTTASCH, a navy veteran; and co
ordinating is a Western marine crew veteran, "Sailor" 
LARRY (SHORTY) SWANSON, a native North Dakotan. 
Both have had their day. 

Landlubber Vic's came the day the recording barge 
Chilkoot was high and dry one mile from the nearest water 
on a sandy Cook Inlet beach at low tide. Early that day 
the "sailors" on board had thought VIC was suffering with 
hallucinations when he told them that the tide in Cook 
Inlet was so severe that the very spot they were in, with 
a nice safe 20 feet of water beneath them, had been shot 
several years before at low tide by a land crew. Ridiculous, 
they thought. Two hours later, however, after low tide had 
caused them to be "hung up" on a sand bar (temporarily, 
of course) , they decided that VIC had not suffered hallu
cinations. "What happened to that 20 feet of water?" had 
been the "hung-up"-period question. "Well, at least we 
can check the cable out without reeling in" seemed like a 
good face-saving remark from one astonished sailor. Any
way, they were happy to find themselves once again a 
seaborne land crew. 

The sailors finally had their day, though, in the Gulf of 
Alaska. Funny how green all those landlubbers got in that 
Gulf of Alaska surf that they had laughed about as being 
just a few " little ole' breakers" that a complete novice 
could swim in (if the water temperature wasn't 40°, that 
is). 

Also, whoever heard of boat-crew members coming 
face to face with an Alaskan brown bear? SHOR TY did, 
along with Recording Helpers JOHN SNYDER and GLEN 
HANSON. It seems that they had gone ashore, at low tide 
no doubt, for supplies. Considering the reception he got 
on shore, SHORTY decided that they really could get along 
for a few more days with what was on board! Alaska vet-

CHRISTMAS 1968 

eran Party Manager J. E. (BUBBA) BusHMIHLE, Cook 
JACK WALKER, Assistant Observer RoN MASON, and Help
ers WILL y HANSEN, FERG PARK, and JIM BARNETT ob
served SHOR TY's confrontation with the Alaska brown bear 
from the safety of the Chilkoot; and all agree that SHORTY, 
JOHN, and GLEN can whip the best of the Olympic sprint
ers hands down when given the proper incentive! 

In spite of bears, beaches that are suddenly not beaches, 
and treacherous surf that is kind neither to sailor nor to 
landlubber, Party 85 will work on until that most uncom
promising of all of nature's works, the Alaska winter, 
shuts us down. 

PARTY 32 - ATLANTA, TEXAS 

GEORGE B. TOTIEN, Reporter 
THOMAS L. HESS, Photographer 

Party 32 is presently operating out of Atlanta, Texas. 
"Yep," we have moved 90 miles deeper into the eastern 
Texas woods. Since last reporting we have had some 
changes in personnel. LEO IvY, long-time Westerner, re
tired in December 1967; and his job of permit agent is 
now being handled by Party Manager WILSON YoAKUM, 
formerly of Party 52 in Forest, Mississippi. 

We have with us, as a representative of our client, a 
man who has the distinction of being the "oldest" former 
Westerner on the crew. In fact, his service with Western 
based on time of original hire pre-dates the rest of us as 
he worked for our Company way back in 1936. Joining 
us last July, he is assisting us with permits. 

When Driller AL DAVIS left for Party 21, his rig was 
taken over by Driller RICHARD WILLIAMS, who is assisted 

Rodman Harry Poole and Surveyor Charles Edwards seem to welcome 
the opportunity to pose rather than come down the rock slide near 
Atlanta, Texas, where Party 32 is working, in eastern Texas woods. 
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ern Alberta Institute of Technology (N.A.I.T.), located 
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in Edmonton, Alberta. Driller HARVEY TURCOTTE, of 
nearby Sherwood Park, agrees. Surveyor RoN McDOUGALL 
and Recording Helper FRED RIST reply that they have a 
more interesting future. They intend t6 work for Western 
and then retire at the Old Folks Horne at Red Deer, 
Alberta. 

Party Manager C. M. (SANDY) LARSON and Camp At
tendant BILL LEGG boast that the big game, plywood and 
lumber mills , and commercial fishing in the Lesser Slave 
Lake area of northern Alberta are of great importance. 
Cook ARTHUR SCHEFFLER insists that mixed farming at 
nearby Fairview cannot be omitted. Shooter's Helper 
LARRY RAY welcomes anyone interested in homesteading 
to start his pioneer living at Beaverlodge. The large Agri
culture Experimental Station there helped develop agri
culture in the Peace River District of northwestern Alberta. 

Observer NICK GooLIAFF and Surveyor GERALD 
SCHNEIDER suggest that only they can boast in the PROFILE. 

Party F-63 is working in a part af Alberta that is the transition 
between plains and mountains, where the hills are covered with 
many varieties of trees . Sitting among the trees waiting for fur
ther instructions on the hand phone is Recording Helper Fred Rist. 

NICK was married in the Lutheran Church to Miss DIANNE 
WELLS of Hythe, Alberta, on August 9. GERALD and wife 
RITA announced their first arrival, NICK EDWIN, at St. 
Walburg on August 31. 

This is our crew, Party F-63 - and now back to the 
Nodwells for a few more shot holes. 

PARTY 85 - GULF OF ALASKA 

JACK WALKER, Reporter 

Land-crew veterans scoff at it because it has to use 
boats to get the job done. Marine-crew veterans scoff at 
it because "For Pete's sakes! We can shoot as much in an 
hour as these 'transplanted landlubbers' do in a day." 
Neither by land nor by what any self-respecting marine 
man would really call sea, Western's newest crew, Party 
85, operates in that heretofore "no man's land" of Alaska, 
the shallow water area previously inaccessible either by 
land or by sea. Stepchildren its men may be but important 
stepchildren who may someday laugh at those bound 
strictly by the continents or the oceans - and it took 
a marriage of both "landlubbers" and "sailors" to make it 
work. Supervising the operation is that Alaskan "land
lubber," V. J. (Vrc) MrTTASCH, a navy veteran; and co
ordinating is a Western marine crew veteran, "Sailor" 
LARRY (SHORTY) SWANSON, a native North Dakotan. 
Both have had their day. 

Landlubber Vic's came the day the recording barge 
Chilkoot was high and dry one mile from the nearest water 
on a sandy Cook Inlet beach at low tide. Early that day 
the "sailors" on board had thought VIC was suffering with 
hallucinations when he told them that the tide in Cook 
Inlet was so severe that the very spot they were in, with 
a nice safe 20 feet of water beneath them, had been shot 
several years before at low tide by a land crew. Ridiculous, 
they thought. Two hours later, however, after low tide had 
caused them to be "hung up" on a sand bar (temporarily, 
of course) , they decided that VIC had not suffered hallu
cinations. "What happened to that 20 feet of water?" had 
been the "hung-up"-period question. "Well, at least we 
can check the cable out without reeling in" seemed like a 
good face-saving remark from one astonished sailor. Any
way, they were happy to find themselves once again a 
seaborne land crew. 

The sailors finally had their day, though, in the Gulf of 
Alaska. Funny how green all those landlubbers got in that 
Gulf of Alaska surf that they had laughed about as being 
just a few " little ole' breakers" that a complete novice 
could swim in (if the water temperature wasn't 40°, that 
is). 

Also, whoever heard of boat-crew members coming 
face to face with an Alaskan brown bear? SHOR TY did, 
along with Recording Helpers JOHN SNYDER and GLEN 
HANSON. It seems that they had gone ashore, at low tide 
no doubt, for supplies. Considering the reception he got 
on shore, SHORTY decided that they really could get along 
for a few more days with what was on board! Alaska vet-
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eran Party Manager J. E. (BUBBA) BusHMIHLE, Cook 
JACK WALKER, Assistant Observer RoN MASON, and Help
ers WILL y HANSEN, FERG PARK, and JIM BARNETT ob
served SHOR TY's confrontation with the Alaska brown bear 
from the safety of the Chilkoot; and all agree that SHORTY, 
JOHN, and GLEN can whip the best of the Olympic sprint
ers hands down when given the proper incentive! 

In spite of bears, beaches that are suddenly not beaches, 
and treacherous surf that is kind neither to sailor nor to 
landlubber, Party 85 will work on until that most uncom
promising of all of nature's works, the Alaska winter, 
shuts us down. 

PARTY 32 - ATLANTA, TEXAS 

GEORGE B. TOTIEN, Reporter 
THOMAS L. HESS, Photographer 

Party 32 is presently operating out of Atlanta, Texas. 
"Yep," we have moved 90 miles deeper into the eastern 
Texas woods. Since last reporting we have had some 
changes in personnel. LEO IvY, long-time Westerner, re
tired in December 1967; and his job of permit agent is 
now being handled by Party Manager WILSON YoAKUM, 
formerly of Party 52 in Forest, Mississippi. 

We have with us, as a representative of our client, a 
man who has the distinction of being the "oldest" former 
Westerner on the crew. In fact, his service with Western 
based on time of original hire pre-dates the rest of us as 
he worked for our Company way back in 1936. Joining 
us last July, he is assisting us with permits. 

When Driller AL DAVIS left for Party 21, his rig was 
taken over by Driller RICHARD WILLIAMS, who is assisted 

Rodman Harry Poole and Surveyor Charles Edwards seem to welcome 
the opportunity to pose rather than come down the rock slide near 
Atlanta, Texas, where Party 32 is working, in eastern Texas woods. 



Earl McRainey (third from left), Party 32's head layout man, is 
doing an untangling job for fellow Helpers Bill Hightower (left) 
and David Wright while Curtis Lynn looks on. They are in Texas. 

by TOMMY RUSSOM. Assistant Observer HUEY SMITH was 
promoted to observer and is now operating with Party 33 
in Mexia, Texas. Chief Observer DALTON TAYLOR, Shooter 
NUEL PUTNAM, Surveyor CHARLES EDWARDS, Driller PER
CY GIBBS, and, of course, yours truly (Party Manager G. 
B. Totten) are still around. PAUL HINES, surveyor trainee, 
recently came to Party 32 from Party 52. 

Another welcome addition to Party 32 is Computer
Clerk ToM HESS, who hails from Shreveport, Louisiana. 
Helpers BENNY DIXON, HARRY POOLE, DAVID HAMLETT, 
DAVID WRIGHT, LARRY HINSON, HAROLD JORDAN, and 
LEON BALLOW are all new Westerners. 

Party 32 was assigned a digital recording truck on 
July 12, and we have yet to decide whether we have been 
rewarded or cursed. 

No social activity to report as we have spent all of our 
off time the past eight months trying to figure some way to 
make it stop raining. Well, that is about it for this year, 
and we hope that next year we shall be reporting from 
some spot west, and not east, of here. 

Working near Atlanta, Texas, Party 32 Helper Leon Ballow calls 
in to report that he and Helper Curtis Lynn need some more groups . 

PARTY 33 (Office) -
SHREVEPORT, LOUISIANA ... 

JOHN KLEINE, Reporter 

With fall just around the corner as this is written, the 
Party 33 office force is putting the final touches on a 
winter, spring, and summer operation that has kept the 
crew busy - or so it would seem to Party Chief WILLIE 
LANE. Our office is located in the Interpretation Center at 
539 Aero Drive in Shreveport, Louisiana. 

Nevertheless, most of the staff has managed to get in 
hard-earned vacations. WILLIE, his wife GEORGIA, and 
their three children, WILLIE, JR., RANDY, and LINDA, 
packed up and motored west to California for a visit with 
relatives and a sightseeing tour through the Southwest. 
This reporter, also traveling to California, was perhaps a 
bit more restricted as his two weeks were with the Marine 
Corps Reserve at Camp Pendleton. Computer BILL BOONE 
and his wife SANDRA spent a long Labor Day weekend in 
Ponca City, Oklahoma, where they celebrated the first 
birthday of their son DouG. 

With Shreveport weather at its best, Chief Co:p-iputer 
DONNIE LADATTO is now enjoying some excellent bass 
fishing on the many lakes that make north Louisiana one 
of the favorite recreational areas in the South. 

Party 33 extends a warm welcome to HARRY LINDSAY, 
geophysical trainee, his wife MIRA, and their son LYLE. 
HARRY recently received his degree in geophysical engi
neering from the Colorado School of Mines. 

As the season draws to a close, we are looking forward 
to a productive winter. 

PARTY 33 (Field) - MEXIA, TEXAS 

JUDY WARREN, Reporter 
ALVIN WARREN, Photographer 

The Party 33 field crew reports this time from Mexia, 
Texas, where we have been located for nine months. Mexia 
is beginning to seem like home to most of us since this is 
the longes t we have stayed in one place for some time. 

Surveyors JOHN BULSTERBAUM, JOHN FERGUSON, and 
ELWOOD STUCKEY and Helpers DWAYNE HOLLAND, 
FRANK HILLHOUSE, and DONALD HALPAIN are still keeping 
those holes ahead. 

Staying close behind are Drillers WILLIAM C. (SARGE) 
NELSON, HUGH RILEY, and Douo HEARD and Helper 
GILBERT NOEL FEW. DOUG and H UGH both gave up the 
single life in September. Douo was married to Miss DARLA 
LAM~, of Mexia, on September 3 and HUGH to Miss MA YA 
HousE:, also of Mexia, on September 22. Observer HUEY 
SMITH had led the way when he was wed to Miss DOTTIE 
Mc;CLORY on July 11. HUEY is assisted by Shooter DICK 
ROGERS and Helpers GLENN WRIGHT, LARRY WALKER, 
LEONARD PHILLIPS, RALPH NICKOLS, WALLACE MARTIN, 
G. W. PIERCE, JAMES SEATON, JACKIE FEW, and EDDIE 
WAYNE DIVER. 
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Permitmen G. E. FEW and NoLLIN COCKRELL are st ill 
claiming that those permits are hard to get. 

Two new babies were added to Party 33. A baby girl , 
LELA KAY PAULINE, was born July 1 to Recording Helper 
LARRY WALKER and wife EMILY. DWAYNE and SHERRY 
HOLLAND became proud parents of a girl, SONYA LYNN, 
born August 13. 

The crew surely hated to lose Party Manager CLARENCE 
HARDIN to Party V-5, Rosenburg, Texas. R eplacing CLAR
ENCE was Surveyor ALVIN WARREN. 

This about finishes it up until reporting time again. 

PARTY 74 - JEDDAH, SAUDI ARABIA ... 

ROY PECK, Reporter 

Jeddah is situated on the Red Sea coast of Saudi Arabia. 
Party Chief M. r. (MEL) WEIDNER and his assistant, Roy 
PECK, are stationed here in a villa on the grounds of the 
Kandara Palace Hotel. The crews of the Jackson and R ed 
Creeks, headed by Senior Co-ordinator W. L. (BILL) 
DONOVAN trnd How ARD PETERS, who handles the shooting, 
have called on one occasion at the northern port of Yembo, 
which, to say the least, is isolated, there being no telephone 
service out of there at all. Although this part of Saudi 
Arabia can be quite humid, the country itself is "dry" and 
therefore is not the most popular of Western's ports of call. 

The crew outfitted for the job in Ethiopia, supervised 
by Driller-Mechanic JOHN (HONEST JOHN) CLINGAN for 
the AQUAPULSE installation on the Red Creek and In
strument Supervisor JACK LITCHENBERG, who installed the 

electronics for the system on the Jackson Creek. Instru
ment Supervisor BEN NIEHENKE was there, too, setting up 
the analogue recording. Both BEN and ]ACK came from 
the Los Angeles "lab" and JOH N from the Freeport, Texas, 
warehouse. On July 3 the Jackson and Red Creeks set sail 
for Jeddah, leaving behind Captain J A K LOWMAN, w o 
went on vacation but has si nce rejoined tis in Saudi Arabia. 
His return enabled Engineer Cr rrus TARANTO and Seaman 
EDDIE LILES to proceed on their vacations. 

Until the beginning of September Party 74 was graced 
with the presence of HILLMAN (B UBBA) SOUTHWICK, play
back instrument supervisor froin Shreveport, Louisiana, 
who insta lled the Geospace recorder, ana RON BASS, chief 
instrumentation technician from London. HUBBA had the 
misfortune of havi ng hi s passport expire while he was on 
the ship; and this delayed hjs departure from Saudi Arabia 
for a week, which almost caused him to expire also. His 
"formal" clothes of cut-off levis and sweat shirt were a 
big hit at a certain local function. Vice President H. L. 
(BUD) GRANT, of Shreveport, was here for a few days re
cently, as was Supervisor ZANE BAKER, also of Shreveport, 
at the start of the job. 

Since RoN BASS departed, the digital side of operations 
have been held down by G. W. J . (DUSTY) MILLER, of the 
London digital center. GuY HANCOCK, assistant co-ordi
nator, also arrived in Jcddah recently from "break" in 
London, earn ed on Party 87. Since the ships had left just 
before he got in, he has been finishing his break in Jeddah. 
Lucky man. Assistant Shooter VICTOR SHAMMAS and 
Helper PEDRO PEREZ reckon AQUAPULSE beats hustling 
powder, and Recording Helpers KEN FEE and ROGER 
SHARPLEY maintain that the streamer cable is easier to 
work on than the polyethylene ones. Nevertheless, this 

Party 33 field crew is shown, counterclockwise 
from left, near Mexia, Texos. Field Supervisor 
Monroe Taylor (from left), Shooter Dick Rogers, 
Observer Huey Smith, and Helper Jackie Few 
look over a record. Driller William C. (Sarge I 
Nelson (left) and Helper Jcimes Seaton have 
just finished drilling a hole. Surveyor John Fer
guson (from left), Helper Donald Halpain, Sur
veyor John Bulsterbaum, and Helper Dwayne 
Holland pause for a picture before they start 
cutting a brush line in heavy woods. Helper 
Gilbert Noel Few (left) and Driller Hugh Riley 
smile while winching the water tractor across a 
gully. Helper Frank Hillhouse (from left), Sur
veyor Elwood Stuckey, and Helper Eddie Wayne 
Diver: Their smiles will be frowns when they 
begin surveying in the rough woods of Mexia. 



Earl McRainey (third from left), Party 32's head layout man, is 
doing an untangling job for fellow Helpers Bill Hightower (left) 
and David Wright while Curtis Lynn looks on. They are in Texas. 

by TOMMY RUSSOM. Assistant Observer HUEY SMITH was 
promoted to observer and is now operating with Party 33 
in Mexia, Texas. Chief Observer DALTON TAYLOR, Shooter 
NUEL PUTNAM, Surveyor CHARLES EDWARDS, Driller PER
CY GIBBS, and, of course, yours truly (Party Manager G. 
B. Totten) are still around. PAUL HINES, surveyor trainee, 
recently came to Party 32 from Party 52. 

Another welcome addition to Party 32 is Computer
Clerk ToM HESS, who hails from Shreveport, Louisiana. 
Helpers BENNY DIXON, HARRY POOLE, DAVID HAMLETT, 
DAVID WRIGHT, LARRY HINSON, HAROLD JORDAN, and 
LEON BALLOW are all new Westerners. 

Party 32 was assigned a digital recording truck on 
July 12, and we have yet to decide whether we have been 
rewarded or cursed. 

No social activity to report as we have spent all of our 
off time the past eight months trying to figure some way to 
make it stop raining. Well, that is about it for this year, 
and we hope that next year we shall be reporting from 
some spot west, and not east, of here. 

Working near Atlanta, Texas, Party 32 Helper Leon Ballow calls 
in to report that he and Helper Curtis Lynn need some more groups . 

PARTY 33 (Office) -
SHREVEPORT, LOUISIANA ... 

JOHN KLEINE, Reporter 

With fall just around the corner as this is written, the 
Party 33 office force is putting the final touches on a 
winter, spring, and summer operation that has kept the 
crew busy - or so it would seem to Party Chief WILLIE 
LANE. Our office is located in the Interpretation Center at 
539 Aero Drive in Shreveport, Louisiana. 

Nevertheless, most of the staff has managed to get in 
hard-earned vacations. WILLIE, his wife GEORGIA, and 
their three children, WILLIE, JR., RANDY, and LINDA, 
packed up and motored west to California for a visit with 
relatives and a sightseeing tour through the Southwest. 
This reporter, also traveling to California, was perhaps a 
bit more restricted as his two weeks were with the Marine 
Corps Reserve at Camp Pendleton. Computer BILL BOONE 
and his wife SANDRA spent a long Labor Day weekend in 
Ponca City, Oklahoma, where they celebrated the first 
birthday of their son DouG. 

With Shreveport weather at its best, Chief Co:p-iputer 
DONNIE LADATTO is now enjoying some excellent bass 
fishing on the many lakes that make north Louisiana one 
of the favorite recreational areas in the South. 

Party 33 extends a warm welcome to HARRY LINDSAY, 
geophysical trainee, his wife MIRA, and their son LYLE. 
HARRY recently received his degree in geophysical engi
neering from the Colorado School of Mines. 

As the season draws to a close, we are looking forward 
to a productive winter. 

PARTY 33 (Field) - MEXIA, TEXAS 

JUDY WARREN, Reporter 
ALVIN WARREN, Photographer 

The Party 33 field crew reports this time from Mexia, 
Texas, where we have been located for nine months. Mexia 
is beginning to seem like home to most of us since this is 
the longes t we have stayed in one place for some time. 

Surveyors JOHN BULSTERBAUM, JOHN FERGUSON, and 
ELWOOD STUCKEY and Helpers DWAYNE HOLLAND, 
FRANK HILLHOUSE, and DONALD HALPAIN are still keeping 
those holes ahead. 

Staying close behind are Drillers WILLIAM C. (SARGE) 
NELSON, HUGH RILEY, and Douo HEARD and Helper 
GILBERT NOEL FEW. DOUG and H UGH both gave up the 
single life in September. Douo was married to Miss DARLA 
LAM~, of Mexia, on September 3 and HUGH to Miss MA YA 
HousE:, also of Mexia, on September 22. Observer HUEY 
SMITH had led the way when he was wed to Miss DOTTIE 
Mc;CLORY on July 11. HUEY is assisted by Shooter DICK 
ROGERS and Helpers GLENN WRIGHT, LARRY WALKER, 
LEONARD PHILLIPS, RALPH NICKOLS, WALLACE MARTIN, 
G. W. PIERCE, JAMES SEATON, JACKIE FEW, and EDDIE 
WAYNE DIVER. 
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Permitmen G. E. FEW and NoLLIN COCKRELL are st ill 
claiming that those permits are hard to get. 

Two new babies were added to Party 33. A baby girl , 
LELA KAY PAULINE, was born July 1 to Recording Helper 
LARRY WALKER and wife EMILY. DWAYNE and SHERRY 
HOLLAND became proud parents of a girl, SONYA LYNN, 
born August 13. 

The crew surely hated to lose Party Manager CLARENCE 
HARDIN to Party V-5, Rosenburg, Texas. R eplacing CLAR
ENCE was Surveyor ALVIN WARREN. 

This about finishes it up until reporting time again. 

PARTY 74 - JEDDAH, SAUDI ARABIA ... 

ROY PECK, Reporter 

Jeddah is situated on the Red Sea coast of Saudi Arabia. 
Party Chief M. r. (MEL) WEIDNER and his assistant, Roy 
PECK, are stationed here in a villa on the grounds of the 
Kandara Palace Hotel. The crews of the Jackson and R ed 
Creeks, headed by Senior Co-ordinator W. L. (BILL) 
DONOVAN trnd How ARD PETERS, who handles the shooting, 
have called on one occasion at the northern port of Yembo, 
which, to say the least, is isolated, there being no telephone 
service out of there at all. Although this part of Saudi 
Arabia can be quite humid, the country itself is "dry" and 
therefore is not the most popular of Western's ports of call. 

The crew outfitted for the job in Ethiopia, supervised 
by Driller-Mechanic JOHN (HONEST JOHN) CLINGAN for 
the AQUAPULSE installation on the Red Creek and In
strument Supervisor JACK LITCHENBERG, who installed the 

electronics for the system on the Jackson Creek. Instru
ment Supervisor BEN NIEHENKE was there, too, setting up 
the analogue recording. Both BEN and ]ACK came from 
the Los Angeles "lab" and JOH N from the Freeport, Texas, 
warehouse. On July 3 the Jackson and Red Creeks set sail 
for Jeddah, leaving behind Captain J A K LOWMAN, w o 
went on vacation but has si nce rejoined tis in Saudi Arabia. 
His return enabled Engineer Cr rrus TARANTO and Seaman 
EDDIE LILES to proceed on their vacations. 

Until the beginning of September Party 74 was graced 
with the presence of HILLMAN (B UBBA) SOUTHWICK, play
back instrument supervisor froin Shreveport, Louisiana, 
who insta lled the Geospace recorder, ana RON BASS, chief 
instrumentation technician from London. HUBBA had the 
misfortune of havi ng hi s passport expire while he was on 
the ship; and this delayed hjs departure from Saudi Arabia 
for a week, which almost caused him to expire also. His 
"formal" clothes of cut-off levis and sweat shirt were a 
big hit at a certain local function. Vice President H. L. 
(BUD) GRANT, of Shreveport, was here for a few days re
cently, as was Supervisor ZANE BAKER, also of Shreveport, 
at the start of the job. 

Since RoN BASS departed, the digital side of operations 
have been held down by G. W. J . (DUSTY) MILLER, of the 
London digital center. GuY HANCOCK, assistant co-ordi
nator, also arrived in Jcddah recently from "break" in 
London, earn ed on Party 87. Since the ships had left just 
before he got in, he has been finishing his break in Jeddah. 
Lucky man. Assistant Shooter VICTOR SHAMMAS and 
Helper PEDRO PEREZ reckon AQUAPULSE beats hustling 
powder, and Recording Helpers KEN FEE and ROGER 
SHARPLEY maintain that the streamer cable is easier to 
work on than the polyethylene ones. Nevertheless, this 
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veyor John Bulsterbaum, and Helper Dwayne 
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cutting a brush line in heavy woods. Helper 
Gilbert Noel Few (left) and Driller Hugh Riley 
smile while winching the water tractor across a 
gully. Helper Frank Hillhouse (from left), Sur
veyor Elwood Stuckey, and Helper Eddie Wayne 
Diver: Their smiles will be frowns when they 
begin surveying in the rough woods of Mexia. 



reporter does not detect a diminished enthusiasm for their 
well-earned break, due shortly in Beirut, Lebanon. 

Talking of enthusiasm, newly-arrived Assistant Co
ordinator HORACE (HORRY) MAWDESLEY no doubt is 
looking forward to his January marriage to Miss SHIRLEY 
MOUNCHER. We wish you all the best, HORRY. 

ERWIN SANCHEZ-FLORES, fresh from his literary 
triumphs in Singapore, joined us in Massawa, Ethiopia, 
and, with Assistant Party Manager JAN ZAAL, completes 
the seismic crew. Engineers THEO D. (MAC) McCooL and 
JIM BOWLING run the Red Creek and Captain 0. F. 
(BLACKY) LELEAUX temporarily shares the Jackson Creek 
with Captain JACK LOWMAN and Engineer RrcHARD OLIER. 
Local-hire Cooks TECLE HARTEMARIAM and ADUM 
BAKIT MOHAMMED look to the inner men. 

It appears that Party 74 will be in Saudi Arabia for a 
few months yet; so further news from this crew probably 
will be forthcoming. 

PARTY F-50 - BEAVER RIVER AREA, 
BRITISH COLUMBIA 

JAKE FRIESEN, Reporter 
FRANK SCHLAGER, Artist 

Since Party F-50 last reported to the PROFILE, there 
have been many changes in personnel, equipment, and 
location. After a cold winter in northern British Columbia, 
the crew moved back to Calgary where all the trucks were 

The helicopter that aided Party F-50 to scout a trail to the pros
pect In a rugged part of western Canada lands al the crew's camp. 

left and exchanged for track vehicles. Then in May Party 
Manager BILL CHERNIAK, accompanied by Cook JOHN 
BRAUN, Camp Attendant CECIL CARTER, and Helpers 
ALLAN BULLOCH and MARK SANNERUD, flew up to Fort 
Nelson, British Columbia, to prepare all of the equipment 
for loading on the barge. The equipment had to be loaded 
in Fort Nelson and barged down the Fort Nelson River 
to the Liard River and then up the Liard River to the 
prospect. Drillers ORVILLE McDrARMID, ERIC THORN, and 
BOB FAIRBROTHER, Surveyors ]AKE FRIESEN and WILLIE 
PASHKO, and Helpers ART MOORE and ERIC SMITH ar
rived to join JOHN and CECIL in the two-day trip up the 
river to the unloading point. 

When the equipment was unloaded, we had a Jong move 
to the prospect. With the aid of a helicopter we were able 
to scout a trail leading to the prospect. From the air the 

Editor's Note: The illustrator for Party F-50's report 
is Western of Canada's Mechanic Frank Schlager, the 
self-taught artist, whose story and paintings were featured 
on page 34 of the Fall 1968 Western Profile. Last June 
Frank was fiown into the Party F-50 camp to repair some 
damaged equipment; and in August the Calgary Herald 
Magazine (newspaper) printed a story about Frank, his 
trip to Party F-50, and the work of the crew, plus four 
black and white sketches he made while in the field. The 
cover of this magazine was a four-color reproduction of 
one of his paintings. also done on his repair trip. Western 
of Canada, Party F-50, and we are proud to show here 
some of those sketches and some tlzat he did especially 
for our magazine. 

In the wilds of Canada with Party F-50, Mechanic Lorne Johnson is 
performing welding repairs beside the crew's field shop trailer. 

A "cal" cuts a line to allow Party F-50 drills and recorders to operate in a densely forested portion of the program. 

trail looked like a fair road, but moving the equipment was 
much more complicated, due to rough terrain, unfriendly 
weather, mud and muskeg, and non-existing creek cross
ings, not to mention unforeseen problems that always seem 
to arise. After two days of moving we arrived at our loca
tion. 

Our biggest obstacle during the summer was rain, and 
it made the job much more difficult; but we started cutting 
line as soon as we arrived on the prospect. Surveyors JAKE, 
WILLIE, and HENRI UNVERRlCHT found the starting point 
and began chaining shot points. Then the three drillers 
began drilling holes, with MARK SANNERUD, ART MOORE, 
ROD HANSEN, and KEITH KING as their helpers. 

Our supplyman, LYALL DELORME, was kept busy haul
ing fuel, mud, bran, and powder to the crew. 

Last, but certainly not least, down the line came the 
recorder with BARRY HUNT as observer and RoN KANE as 
assistant observer. BUD CALDWELL, who recently was 
married, kept up the shooting end of the job. RoN MAC
DONALD, reel-truck driver, and Helpers ALLAN BULLOCH, 
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The terrain is rugged and makes camp and equipment moves very 
difficult. Here Artist-Mechanic Frank Schlager shows how a flooded 
ravine slowed down a Party F-50 move. Frank, of Western of Can
ada's Calgary shop, was with the crew at the time, having been 
flown up to a Party F-50 camp to repair some damaged equipment. 
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MOUNCHER. We wish you all the best, HORRY. 

ERWIN SANCHEZ-FLORES, fresh from his literary 
triumphs in Singapore, joined us in Massawa, Ethiopia, 
and, with Assistant Party Manager JAN ZAAL, completes 
the seismic crew. Engineers THEO D. (MAC) McCooL and 
JIM BOWLING run the Red Creek and Captain 0. F. 
(BLACKY) LELEAUX temporarily shares the Jackson Creek 
with Captain JACK LOWMAN and Engineer RrcHARD OLIER. 
Local-hire Cooks TECLE HARTEMARIAM and ADUM 
BAKIT MOHAMMED look to the inner men. 

It appears that Party 74 will be in Saudi Arabia for a 
few months yet; so further news from this crew probably 
will be forthcoming. 

PARTY F-50 - BEAVER RIVER AREA, 
BRITISH COLUMBIA 

JAKE FRIESEN, Reporter 
FRANK SCHLAGER, Artist 

Since Party F-50 last reported to the PROFILE, there 
have been many changes in personnel, equipment, and 
location. After a cold winter in northern British Columbia, 
the crew moved back to Calgary where all the trucks were 

The helicopter that aided Party F-50 to scout a trail to the pros
pect In a rugged part of western Canada lands al the crew's camp. 

left and exchanged for track vehicles. Then in May Party 
Manager BILL CHERNIAK, accompanied by Cook JOHN 
BRAUN, Camp Attendant CECIL CARTER, and Helpers 
ALLAN BULLOCH and MARK SANNERUD, flew up to Fort 
Nelson, British Columbia, to prepare all of the equipment 
for loading on the barge. The equipment had to be loaded 
in Fort Nelson and barged down the Fort Nelson River 
to the Liard River and then up the Liard River to the 
prospect. Drillers ORVILLE McDrARMID, ERIC THORN, and 
BOB FAIRBROTHER, Surveyors ]AKE FRIESEN and WILLIE 
PASHKO, and Helpers ART MOORE and ERIC SMITH ar
rived to join JOHN and CECIL in the two-day trip up the 
river to the unloading point. 

When the equipment was unloaded, we had a Jong move 
to the prospect. With the aid of a helicopter we were able 
to scout a trail leading to the prospect. From the air the 

Editor's Note: The illustrator for Party F-50's report 
is Western of Canada's Mechanic Frank Schlager, the 
self-taught artist, whose story and paintings were featured 
on page 34 of the Fall 1968 Western Profile. Last June 
Frank was fiown into the Party F-50 camp to repair some 
damaged equipment; and in August the Calgary Herald 
Magazine (newspaper) printed a story about Frank, his 
trip to Party F-50, and the work of the crew, plus four 
black and white sketches he made while in the field. The 
cover of this magazine was a four-color reproduction of 
one of his paintings. also done on his repair trip. Western 
of Canada, Party F-50, and we are proud to show here 
some of those sketches and some tlzat he did especially 
for our magazine. 

In the wilds of Canada with Party F-50, Mechanic Lorne Johnson is 
performing welding repairs beside the crew's field shop trailer. 

A "cal" cuts a line to allow Party F-50 drills and recorders to operate in a densely forested portion of the program. 

trail looked like a fair road, but moving the equipment was 
much more complicated, due to rough terrain, unfriendly 
weather, mud and muskeg, and non-existing creek cross
ings, not to mention unforeseen problems that always seem 
to arise. After two days of moving we arrived at our loca
tion. 

Our biggest obstacle during the summer was rain, and 
it made the job much more difficult; but we started cutting 
line as soon as we arrived on the prospect. Surveyors JAKE, 
WILLIE, and HENRI UNVERRlCHT found the starting point 
and began chaining shot points. Then the three drillers 
began drilling holes, with MARK SANNERUD, ART MOORE, 
ROD HANSEN, and KEITH KING as their helpers. 

Our supplyman, LYALL DELORME, was kept busy haul
ing fuel, mud, bran, and powder to the crew. 

Last, but certainly not least, down the line came the 
recorder with BARRY HUNT as observer and RoN KANE as 
assistant observer. BUD CALDWELL, who recently was 
married, kept up the shooting end of the job. RoN MAC
DONALD, reel-truck driver, and Helpers ALLAN BULLOCH, 
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The terrain is rugged and makes camp and equipment moves very 
difficult. Here Artist-Mechanic Frank Schlager shows how a flooded 
ravine slowed down a Party F-50 move. Frank, of Western of Can
ada's Calgary shop, was with the crew at the time, having been 
flown up to a Party F-50 camp to repair some damaged equipment. 
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Necessity a lways brings a solution . A flooded creek bed in Can
ada presented Party F-50 with a d ifficult moving problem until 
members of the crew fill ed the flooded area with logs and care
fully inched their tracked vehicles over the temporary "bridge." 

WALTER SCHAWALDER, DARRELL VIROSTEK, ERIC SMITH, 
and JARVIS HODGKINSON laid out the cables and planted 
the jugs. 

When this prospect was completed, we had a 30-mile 
cross-country move to the Liard River, where we once 
again took to the barge and moved the equipment to F lett 
Mountain in the Northwest Territories. While at Flett we 
were camped on the bank of an almost dry cre<;:k. D uring 
a rain storm we suddenly had a flash flood, which nearly 
carried the camp away. (The reporter is not exaggerating. 
Pictures taken by Allan Bulloch and Art Moore proved 
this. Unfortunately, the pictures were color and sent with
out negatives and thus cannot be printed here; therefore, 
you will have to take Jake's and our word for it. - Ed.) 

After completing this prospect we once again had to 
barge the camp and equipment back upstream to the 
Beaver River prospect, where we are at this writing. 

PARTY V-6 - LONG BEACH, CALIFORNIA 

GEORGE LEARY, Reporter-Photographer 

Earlier this year in the WESTERN PROFILE, Party 9 
related the differences in working cultivated and unculti
vated land; now Party V-6 would like to tell of the differ
ences in working in the countryside and in a large city. 
This crew spent the months of June, July, and August on 
a "Vibroseis"® operation in metropol itan Los Angeles, 
with headquarters in Long Beach. 

Party V-6 is learning quickly that while our source of 
energy may be different from that of a conventional crew, 
the operating problems are alike - but with differences! 
At the start in city work, permitting for vibrating is easy 
as one permit will cover an entire city. Due to the absence 
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Our Western of Canada artist sketched Party Managers Ken Dobson 
and Bill Cherniak d iscussing some Party F-50 drilling problems. 

of drills and explosives, no thought has to be given to such 
things as explosive permits, magazine storage, or avail
ability of water. To replace these details, however, is the 
added chore of notifying all persons living within 500 
feet of the vibrating points. T his can be a very time-con
suming operation. 

Surveyor TOM SPEARS, who came down from Alaska, 
is probably raving to his current crew members about the 
ease with which he could lay out a line with his foot meter 
while walking down a paved street. The chance of being 
hit by a car while he was painting a number out on the 
street really did not make too pleasant a thought, though, 
at the time. Between dodging the traffic and trying to 
answer the many questions asked him as to what he was 
doing, ToM managed to put in a good day's work to stay 
ahead of the recording crew. 

As in all land parties, the first concern of the morn ing 
is the laying of cables and planting of jugs. In the city this 
is not so simple as might be expected. The many inter
sections to cross and, once again, the heavy traffic added 
to the probl em. The addition of a barricade truck to the 
operation was a great help. Instead of the country crew's 
cattle and sheep chewing on the cables, Party V-6's jug 
hustlers had dogs and children tripping over the jugs, 
which were placed in most cases on top of the concrete 
curbs. T his necessitated many tr ips up and down the line 
and really kept the crew hustling. 

A crew working in country finds on occasion that a 
farmer has disked or plowed the cables. Well, one day, 
much to the woe of Observer DARRIS MASON, a street 
sweeper managed to get three of our Party V-6 cables. 
It must have been quite confusing to DARRIS in the re
cording truck, watching trace after trace go dead. The 
many splices and repairs that followed this is, of course, 
a familiar one to all field crews. 

Party V-6's four vibrator trucks were the main th ing 
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of interest to the people in the area of operation. Con
sidering how much they were stared at, the operators of 
these trucks must feel like celebrities. Generally the noise 
of these soundproofed trucks does not bring out the popu
lace; but it is a sure bet that when their pads hit the pave
ment and vibrating starts, that will bring a crowd. It is a 
good thing that an oil company representative stayed with 
the crew to answer all of the questions or nothing would 
have been accomplished. 

After the work was done and the equipment moved on, 
just as in shooting, complaints had to be handled. Party 
Chief RoN PRICE did most of them himself. As he has 
said, some people just want to complain to someone for 
the disturbance and others want to know if there is oil 
under their houses - and if so, what will they get out 
of it. Then there are claims to settle. RoN settled claims 
for such damages as a bottle of hair cream, which fell from 
a shelf, to a broken fluorescent tube in a light fixture! 
Although these are only small things in damages, they can 
certainly be time-consuming and sometimes painstaking. 

All in all Party V-6 was proving, with its normal share 
of headaches , that with the "Vibroseis" system, the most 
up-and-coming source of energy, geophysical surveys will 
go on and on - even in the most populated and developed 
areas. 

During its three months of vibrating in a large city, 

Party V-6 had, as is true of most "V" crews, a large com
plement of men, many of whom were with the crew 
throughout the entire operation. They included: Party 
Chief RON PRICE; Observers DARRIS L. MASON and GOR
DON c. ELKINS and Assistant Observers MARLIN D. RIDGE 
and DONALD KUHNEL; Surveyors TOM A. SPEARS, OR
VILLE G. THOMPSON, and GEORGE D. LEARY; Vibrator 
Operators DEAN L. HESS, JAMES w. MOOTRY, FROBLE 
DAVIS HAM, DAVID LEE, and RAY ALLEN NEAL; and 
Helpers JOHN CLINTON MARTIN, ROWAN MAGEE, CHARLES 
DANIEL PIERCE, WAYNE WHITE, DON HUNTSMAN, JACK 
ALLEN ENOS, JACK T. LYLE, ARTHUR F. HEADLEY, JAMES 
R. BUCK, THOMAS ELLISON, PETER C. BROWN, CHARLES 
WILLIAMS, ROBERT W. HANSCH, STEVEN E . GARNER, 
WALTER s. NELSON, and MARVIN L. DIEZ. 

Early in the operation the following men also assisted 
for two to four weeks: Party Manager DoN J. LUCE, Sur
veyor MELVIN w. CARLISLE, Observer MIKE KLEIN, Drill
er-Mechanic WILLIAM A. KJTCHEN, Vibrator Mechanic 
THOMAS G. SERGEANT, Shop Superintendent JOHN E. 
SNIDER, and Helpers ROBERT L. DAMERON, WILLIAM L. 
Hov, WILLIAM G. HERNANDEZ, MICHAEL KAY-SMITH, 
LOUIS P. BEL TRAN, and OTHA WILLIS WARREN. Helping 
in the final two weeks were Party Chief GEORGE GOETSCH, 
Vibrator Operator S. L. MARSHNO, and Helpers THOMAS 
J. MANGAN and LENNY ADKINS. 

Working in a larg e city provides a much different background Party 
V-6 found when it worked in metropol itan Los Angeles this past 
summer. Above-Observer Dorris Mason stands in the doorway of 
the recording truck on a palm-lined residential street. Upper 
left- Local helpers a re shown with a concentrated variety of 
things not found on a farm- railroad tracks and swinging signal, 
power and telephone lines, an auto traffic signal, and a plant 
wate r towe r. Lower leO--Surveyor Tom Spears marks a vibrator 
point in a very wide street, but not during peak traffic time. 
Below-The vibrators work along on another residential street. 
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Our Western of Canada artist sketched Party Managers Ken Dobson 
and Bill Cherniak d iscussing some Party F-50 drilling problems. 
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hit by a car while he was painting a number out on the 
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lace; but it is a sure bet that when their pads hit the pave
ment and vibrating starts, that will bring a crowd. It is a 
good thing that an oil company representative stayed with 
the crew to answer all of the questions or nothing would 
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of headaches , that with the "Vibroseis" system, the most 
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PARTY 34 HAS BEEN TRAVELING. In July we moved from 
Plentywood, Montana, back to Crosby, N orth D akota, where 
the crew originated in 1967; and in September we found our
selves in P lentywood again . The crew is beginning to feel like 
a pendulum! 

We were sorry to lose Party Manager Delmas T hornh ill , 
who has gone to the southern division. H e left the first of 
September with his wife Dorothy, daughters Sharon and Sue, 
and son Gary. Needless to say, they are greatly missed by all 
of us. The crew gave them a farewe ll picnic, at which time 
the new part y manager, James C. (Ole) Olson , was welcomed. 
Ole came to us from Rive rton, Wyoming, with his wife Donna 
and son Kyle. We are looking fo rward to a long association 
wi th them. 

Only a few crew members took vacati ons this summer. Sur
veyor Weldon Dodds spent two weeks at his home in Frank
linton, Texas, and came back sporting a beaut iful new Impala. 

FRIDAY THE 13TH is supposed to be unlucky, but the Septem
ber one of this year was a red-letter day for Area Manager 
Jack M. Desmond, Denver; he received his Western 30-Year 
Service Pin. Actually, this well-known and popular Westerner 
started with the Company in March 1935, but more than three 
years in the U. S. Army Signal Corps during World War TI 
delayed his thirtieth anniversary. 

No belier description of Jack Desmond can be made than 
that of " the Gentleman Doodlebugger," for Jack is a gentle
man and is liked, as well as respected, by all who know him. 
Any Western visitor to Denver will attest to the hospitality 
that Jack and his lovely wife, Rita, accord to all their friends 
and associates who visit the "Mile High City." 

A native of San Bernardino, California, Jack had graduated 
from the California Institute of Technology with a B. S. degree 
in electrical engineering the year before he was hired by West
ern. Starting as a computer on Party 9, he became a party 
chief in 1937 and later an assistant supervisor before the war 
intervened. On his return from the armed forces, Western 
promoted him to supervisor in California, in 1947, and a year~ 
later transferred him to the Rocky Mountain area. During 
these years he had "doodlebugged" in many states - Califor
nia, Texas, Oklahoma, Washington, Montana, Utah, Wyoming, 
Colorado, Nebraska, South Dakota, and North Dakota. Fur
thermore, he was on Western's first crew to work in Argentina, 
some 27 years ago. 

With the oil boom in Canada, the fast-growing Western 
Geophysical Company of Canada needed a co-ordinator of 
all of its operations, and Jack Desmond was the man selected 
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Driller Jerome E ngh and wi fe Dianne made a trip into Wyo
ming. For Driller Wally Carlstad, it was a quick trip to Waco, 
Texas, to pick up his wife Evelyn and children Peggy and 
Larry, who had spent two mont hs there with Evelyn's parents 
(her firs t tr ip home in five years). Permitman Floyd Zable 
went to his home in Miles City, Montana. With his wife Nedra 
and baby daughter Dayna, Driller Ron Bakke drove to Los 
Angeles, where they spent a week with Ron's brother and four 
sisters, and then up to Seattle to visit N edra's mother and sister. 

Observer Charles F. ( Butch) Brown bought a new pickup, 
and he and wife Marie and daughter Connie are really enjoy
ing it. Butch is hoping to get in a few hunting trips this fall 
and winter. 

Weatherwise, we have had an exceptionally poor summer 
in this part of the coun try, with heavy ra ins and several hail 
storms. Now they tell us that we are in for a bad winter. -
Marie Brown and Nedra Bakke. 

JACK M. DESMOND 
becomes member of "30-Year Club" 
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IT'S A GIRL! Just what the proud fa ther, Western President 
Booth B. Strange, sa id " it" wou ld be . The happy mother, 
Laura, shared her husband's pl easure in adding this baby girl 
to their family . They ·prompt ly named her M argaret Laura. 
Born September 9 in H ouston, Margaret weighed 7 pounds, 
l O ounces. According to everyone who has seen her, not just 
her father, she is a real "doll. " 

VACATION was quite a thrilling time for Susana Dungan, 
wi fe of Vibrator Operator Wil ton (Boots) Dungan, th is year. 
She visited her family and the land of her birth, Guayaquil , 
Ecuador, fo r the fi rs t time in eight years. Boots, Susana, and 
chi ldren, Bobby, H attie, D al inda, and Veronica, boarded a 
plane for Ecuador on June I 0 and d id not re turn until Au
gust 3. Susana's family had seen Bobbie and H attie at a young 
age but had not seen D alinda and Veronica. Susana was still 
on a cloud fo r a while after re turning to the States but soon 
got back into the "swing of doodlebugging" as a move came 
up shortl y after their arriva l home, to Rockspri ngs, Texas. 

T he summer months found other crew members of P arty 
V-3 tak ing vacation also. "Trouble-shooter" D an Shea, wi fe 
Dora, and children, Ricky, Marilyn, and Lisa , traveled to 
Oklahoma to visit relatives and "just plain take it easy," as 
did Obse rve r Jim Renick, wife Lynda, and daughter Kim. 
Cable-truck Operator Doyle Roberts, wife Nadiva, and boys, 
Howard, Alan, Joseph, and Kell y, visited relatives in Vernon, 

for the job. He transferred in June 1954 to Calgary, Alberta, 
and became Western of Canada's general manager and vice 
president. Western of America called him back in 1963 to 
oversee its operations in the states around Denver, and m 
1966 Jack was made manager - Rocky Mountain Area. 

Jack has always been a friend and counselor, as well as 
supervisor and area manager, to those party chiefs and party 
managers who have been privileged to be closely associated 
with him. He is a meticulous person who expects a lot from 
his men as well as himself. In years past, when visiting a crew, 
about the only subject Jack was sure to meet obstinate resis
tance on from his men was that of the relative merits of 
Ch rysler, Ford, and General Motors products. Jack, a Chrysler 
man, just could not seem to convince some of these "hard
headed" party chiefs that they were really buying an inferior 
product if it was not a Chrysler one! 

The only time Jack's devotion to duty was questioned oc
cured some 18 years ago when a certain party chief whose 
crew Jack was supervising could not seem to locate him on 
certain weekends just prior to or following one of Jack's 
schedu led visits to his crew in Saskatchewan. Now normally 
this party chief could reach Jack one way or another, night 
or day, week days, Saturdays or Sundays, Thanksgiving, New 
Years, or Christmas; but suddenly Jack began to just disappear 
from about 5 P. M. on Friday until about 8 A. M. the following 
Monday. About the time this party chief was beginning to 
think that Jack was losing interest in his job, he discovered 
something: On those weekends when Jack disappeared, he 
had invariably been in the office of the party chief's client in 
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MARGARET LAURA STRANGE 

Texas, and then went sightseeing in Oklahoma, Arkansas, and 
Missouri. Surveyor J. D. Blair as ye t has not taken vacation 
but did take wife M arvene and children Lori and Ron to visit 
H emisfair '68 in San Antonio, Texas, fo r an enjoyable weekend. 

There have been reports that Vibra tor Operator Allen Diver 
has been coming to work morning sleepy-eyed. Could it be 
that the 6-pound 11-ounce baby girl , namely, M ary El izabeth , 
whom his wife Ima Jean presented him last August 12 at the 

Regina on the Friday afternoon prior to disappearance. Things 
looked a little better to this party chief but were still some
what vague until he finally got the message - dating! In the 
client's office there just happened to be a certain pretty, red
haired secretary named Rita who was quite capable of taking 
Jack's mind completely off of business for weekends at a time! 
(After he had paid his respects to the client representative, of 
course.) ft is questionable, too, whether Jack followed the 
proper course insofar as client relations are concerned when 
a few months later - December 27, 1950, to be specific -
he married Rita and left them minus a first-class secretary. 
The client's loss of a first class secretary was Western's gain, 
however, for Rita became a wonderful Western wife. 

This prominent Westerner has always been prominent in 
general geophysical activities. A member of SEG since 1938, 
Jack served the Canadian Geophysical Society as secretary and 
vice president in Calgary. Before being elected secretary-treas
urer of the international SEG in 1966, he had previously been 
a member of its Distinguished Lectures Committee and of its 
Joint AAPG-SEG Co-operative Committee. This past year 
( 1967-1968) the world-wide organization has had his services 
as its representative to the American Geological Institute 
House of Representatives and as a member of its Foundation 
Scholarship Administration. Recently, with the annual meeting 
in Denver and Jack a member of the Denver Geophysical So
ciety, he was chairman of the convention Luncheons Com
mittee. 

The U. S. Signal Corps was Jack's branch of the armed 
forces during World War II. He attended various army schools, 
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selves in P lentywood again . The crew is beginning to feel like 
a pendulum! 

We were sorry to lose Party Manager Delmas T hornh ill , 
who has gone to the southern division. H e left the first of 
September with his wife Dorothy, daughters Sharon and Sue, 
and son Gary. Needless to say, they are greatly missed by all 
of us. The crew gave them a farewe ll picnic, at which time 
the new part y manager, James C. (Ole) Olson , was welcomed. 
Ole came to us from Rive rton, Wyoming, with his wife Donna 
and son Kyle. We are looking fo rward to a long association 
wi th them. 

Only a few crew members took vacati ons this summer. Sur
veyor Weldon Dodds spent two weeks at his home in Frank
linton, Texas, and came back sporting a beaut iful new Impala. 

FRIDAY THE 13TH is supposed to be unlucky, but the Septem
ber one of this year was a red-letter day for Area Manager 
Jack M. Desmond, Denver; he received his Western 30-Year 
Service Pin. Actually, this well-known and popular Westerner 
started with the Company in March 1935, but more than three 
years in the U. S. Army Signal Corps during World War TI 
delayed his thirtieth anniversary. 

No belier description of Jack Desmond can be made than 
that of " the Gentleman Doodlebugger," for Jack is a gentle
man and is liked, as well as respected, by all who know him. 
Any Western visitor to Denver will attest to the hospitality 
that Jack and his lovely wife, Rita, accord to all their friends 
and associates who visit the "Mile High City." 

A native of San Bernardino, California, Jack had graduated 
from the California Institute of Technology with a B. S. degree 
in electrical engineering the year before he was hired by West
ern. Starting as a computer on Party 9, he became a party 
chief in 1937 and later an assistant supervisor before the war 
intervened. On his return from the armed forces, Western 
promoted him to supervisor in California, in 1947, and a year~ 
later transferred him to the Rocky Mountain area. During 
these years he had "doodlebugged" in many states - Califor
nia, Texas, Oklahoma, Washington, Montana, Utah, Wyoming, 
Colorado, Nebraska, South Dakota, and North Dakota. Fur
thermore, he was on Western's first crew to work in Argentina, 
some 27 years ago. 

With the oil boom in Canada, the fast-growing Western 
Geophysical Company of Canada needed a co-ordinator of 
all of its operations, and Jack Desmond was the man selected 
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Driller Jerome E ngh and wi fe Dianne made a trip into Wyo
ming. For Driller Wally Carlstad, it was a quick trip to Waco, 
Texas, to pick up his wife Evelyn and children Peggy and 
Larry, who had spent two mont hs there with Evelyn's parents 
(her firs t tr ip home in five years). Permitman Floyd Zable 
went to his home in Miles City, Montana. With his wife Nedra 
and baby daughter Dayna, Driller Ron Bakke drove to Los 
Angeles, where they spent a week with Ron's brother and four 
sisters, and then up to Seattle to visit N edra's mother and sister. 

Observer Charles F. ( Butch) Brown bought a new pickup, 
and he and wife Marie and daughter Connie are really enjoy
ing it. Butch is hoping to get in a few hunting trips this fall 
and winter. 

Weatherwise, we have had an exceptionally poor summer 
in this part of the coun try, with heavy ra ins and several hail 
storms. Now they tell us that we are in for a bad winter. -
Marie Brown and Nedra Bakke. 

JACK M. DESMOND 
becomes member of "30-Year Club" 
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IT'S A GIRL! Just what the proud fa ther, Western President 
Booth B. Strange, sa id " it" wou ld be . The happy mother, 
Laura, shared her husband's pl easure in adding this baby girl 
to their family . They ·prompt ly named her M argaret Laura. 
Born September 9 in H ouston, Margaret weighed 7 pounds, 
l O ounces. According to everyone who has seen her, not just 
her father, she is a real "doll. " 

VACATION was quite a thrilling time for Susana Dungan, 
wi fe of Vibrator Operator Wil ton (Boots) Dungan, th is year. 
She visited her family and the land of her birth, Guayaquil , 
Ecuador, fo r the fi rs t time in eight years. Boots, Susana, and 
chi ldren, Bobby, H attie, D al inda, and Veronica, boarded a 
plane for Ecuador on June I 0 and d id not re turn until Au
gust 3. Susana's family had seen Bobbie and H attie at a young 
age but had not seen D alinda and Veronica. Susana was still 
on a cloud fo r a while after re turning to the States but soon 
got back into the "swing of doodlebugging" as a move came 
up shortl y after their arriva l home, to Rockspri ngs, Texas. 

T he summer months found other crew members of P arty 
V-3 tak ing vacation also. "Trouble-shooter" D an Shea, wi fe 
Dora, and children, Ricky, Marilyn, and Lisa , traveled to 
Oklahoma to visit relatives and "just plain take it easy," as 
did Obse rve r Jim Renick, wife Lynda, and daughter Kim. 
Cable-truck Operator Doyle Roberts, wife Nadiva, and boys, 
Howard, Alan, Joseph, and Kell y, visited relatives in Vernon, 

for the job. He transferred in June 1954 to Calgary, Alberta, 
and became Western of Canada's general manager and vice 
president. Western of America called him back in 1963 to 
oversee its operations in the states around Denver, and m 
1966 Jack was made manager - Rocky Mountain Area. 

Jack has always been a friend and counselor, as well as 
supervisor and area manager, to those party chiefs and party 
managers who have been privileged to be closely associated 
with him. He is a meticulous person who expects a lot from 
his men as well as himself. In years past, when visiting a crew, 
about the only subject Jack was sure to meet obstinate resis
tance on from his men was that of the relative merits of 
Ch rysler, Ford, and General Motors products. Jack, a Chrysler 
man, just could not seem to convince some of these "hard
headed" party chiefs that they were really buying an inferior 
product if it was not a Chrysler one! 

The only time Jack's devotion to duty was questioned oc
cured some 18 years ago when a certain party chief whose 
crew Jack was supervising could not seem to locate him on 
certain weekends just prior to or following one of Jack's 
schedu led visits to his crew in Saskatchewan. Now normally 
this party chief could reach Jack one way or another, night 
or day, week days, Saturdays or Sundays, Thanksgiving, New 
Years, or Christmas; but suddenly Jack began to just disappear 
from about 5 P. M. on Friday until about 8 A. M. the following 
Monday. About the time this party chief was beginning to 
think that Jack was losing interest in his job, he discovered 
something: On those weekends when Jack disappeared, he 
had invariably been in the office of the party chief's client in 
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MARGARET LAURA STRANGE 

Texas, and then went sightseeing in Oklahoma, Arkansas, and 
Missouri. Surveyor J. D. Blair as ye t has not taken vacation 
but did take wife M arvene and children Lori and Ron to visit 
H emisfair '68 in San Antonio, Texas, fo r an enjoyable weekend. 

There have been reports that Vibra tor Operator Allen Diver 
has been coming to work morning sleepy-eyed. Could it be 
that the 6-pound 11-ounce baby girl , namely, M ary El izabeth , 
whom his wife Ima Jean presented him last August 12 at the 

Regina on the Friday afternoon prior to disappearance. Things 
looked a little better to this party chief but were still some
what vague until he finally got the message - dating! In the 
client's office there just happened to be a certain pretty, red
haired secretary named Rita who was quite capable of taking 
Jack's mind completely off of business for weekends at a time! 
(After he had paid his respects to the client representative, of 
course.) ft is questionable, too, whether Jack followed the 
proper course insofar as client relations are concerned when 
a few months later - December 27, 1950, to be specific -
he married Rita and left them minus a first-class secretary. 
The client's loss of a first class secretary was Western's gain, 
however, for Rita became a wonderful Western wife. 

This prominent Westerner has always been prominent in 
general geophysical activities. A member of SEG since 1938, 
Jack served the Canadian Geophysical Society as secretary and 
vice president in Calgary. Before being elected secretary-treas
urer of the international SEG in 1966, he had previously been 
a member of its Distinguished Lectures Committee and of its 
Joint AAPG-SEG Co-operative Committee. This past year 
( 1967-1968) the world-wide organization has had his services 
as its representative to the American Geological Institute 
House of Representatives and as a member of its Foundation 
Scholarship Administration. Recently, with the annual meeting 
in Denver and Jack a member of the Denver Geophysical So
ciety, he was chairman of the convention Luncheons Com
mittee. 

The U. S. Signal Corps was Jack's branch of the armed 
forces during World War II. He attended various army schools, 
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Edwards County Memorial Hospital in Rocksprings, has been 
keeping him awake nights? Even so, we know that she is a 
delight to her parents, sister Lori Ann, and brothers James 
Allen and Gene. We offer our congratulations to the Divers. 
- Lynda Renick. 

ANCHORAGE SHOP Foreman Ollie Krein and wife Carol 
have a new daughter - Kathi Lynn. She arrived August 12 
and weighed 8 pounds 6 ounces. Sister Kelly and brother 
Kevin seem to feel that she will do. 

Supervisor W. T. (Bill) Brooks and fam ily have headed 
from Alaska via Houston to Bogota, Colombia, where Bill is 
supervising operations. He was replaced here by Field Super
visor Herman Semeliss and family. 

Supervisor C. Q. (Quin) Williams and family enjoyed a 
long vacation in the "Lower 48" visiting re latives in New York 
and Mississippi. Quin also visited the digital center and office 
in Houston and the headquarters office, lab, and shops in Los 
Angeles on his way back to Anchorage. - Debbie Carpenter. 

WITH TH E COMING of September and the start of school, 
vacation time has ended for Party R-5 in Houston, Texas. 
Assistant Party Chief Blaine Weber, wife Connie, and daugh
ter Laurie visited San Antonio and reported a wonderful tour 
of Hemisfair '68 . Ass istant Party Manager Paul Mie lly, wife 
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Party Manager Cleo W. Satterwhite lleftl receives 
his Western 25-Year Service Pin from Charles W. 
Dick, manager of operations-Mid-Continent Area, In 
Iraan, Texas, where Cleo is the head of Party V-3 . 

1 
I 

Kelly Krein, gge 4 , ho lds her new sis,er, Ka thi Lynn , born last 
August, while brothe r Kevin, 2, loo ks on . They g re the child ren of 
Carol a nd Oll ie Kre in , shop superintendent in Anchorage, Alaska . 

including Harvard electronics and MIT radar, and was as
signed to radar maintenance. At the time of discharge he was 
a captain. 

Geophysics have never been Jack's entire life, active as he 
has been in the field, for he has a fine family. Rita first pre
sented him with a daughter and three years later a son. Nancy, 
16, is now in the twelfth grade and enjoys swimming and 
skiing. The latter is also a favorite sport of 13-year-old John, 
as is golf. He is a Boy Scout. 

Jack, a sports enthusiast, is also a convert to that group of 
fanatics who seem to think that the only pastime in the wodd 
is tearing down mountain slopes at breakneck speeds on a 
pair of slats attached to the feet. It might be argued, though, 
that Jack became a ski enthusiast in self-defense since Rita 
has been skiing for years and Jack bad to have some excuse 
not to stay home and "baby-sit" on those winter weekends 
when the white slopes of the Rockies call! 

WHEN CLEO W. SA TIERWHITE received his 25-Year Service 
Pin in November, it marked not only 25 years with Western 
but also 25 years in bis first job! It was on his return from 
service in World War II to his parents' home in Mount Pleas
ant, Texas, that Cleo filled out a Western Geophysical appli
cation form. He was hired as a helper on Party 1, which was 
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Rosemary, sons Troy and Duane, and daughter Michelle also 
attended the Hemisfair and then headed for the Pacific North
west and a visit to Portland, Oregon. Whi le still on Party 19 
in Shreveport, Louisiana, Chief Computer Eugene Martin, 
wife Shirley, and daughters Karen and Natalie traveled to 
south Louisiana for a family reunion at Shirley's grandparents' 
home. Since coming to R-5 in July, the Marti ns have spent 
much of their time visi ting the many attractions of this fast 
growing city. 

Paul and Blaire had a fr iendly bet going to see who was 
first going to be a fat her again. t looks now as if Blaine 
might be fi rst in October and Paul second in November. 
Blaine, however, was transferred to New Orleans in August, 
and they wi ll have to keep in touch to see who treats whom 
to a coke or cigar. - E. H . Martin . 

"EVERYTHING'S COMING UP BABIES" around DPD and 
Systems in Shreveport, Louisiana. Ben and Dorothy Almond 
had a baby girl on August 16. Her vital statis ti cs were 7 
pounds 12 V2 ounces and 19 inches long. The Almonds chose 
the lovely and unusual name of Kambra Ki m for thei r little 
one. Ben is a programmer in our systems department. 

Jim and Jane Hornsby had a little girl , Amy Lynn, who ar
rived August 30. When asked what their other children thought 
of the new addition to the family, one of them asked, "Is that 
all she's going to do?" 

Merrell McCoy, of our systems department, cannot stop 

conveniently located in Mount Pleasant. Party Manager Cleo 
is currently back in Texas with Party V-3 at Iraan. 

After five months as a helper and seven and one-half years 
as a shooter, Cleo became not just a surveyor but an excellent 
one, for his outstanding qualities, including being careful and 
precise, are necessarily those that make a good surveyor. Dur
ing his years as a surveyor, Cleo also did some permitting. He 
proved to be as excellent at this as at surveying because he 
dealt straightforwardly with landowners and insisted that the 
crew carry out the commitments he had made in order to 
obtain the permits. As a party manager, which he has been 
since the "V" ("Vibroseis"®) crews came into existence, Cleo 
thinks of the crew operation as a whole rather than as unit 
by unit. 

During his 25 years of doodlebugging, Cleo has become 
completely devoted to Western, so much so that on occasion 
he has to be told to take off and stop worrying about the 
crew problems. This feeling for the Company is so great he 
assumes that every employee is as devoted to Western's inter
ests as he is, a depth of interest which would be unusual in 
everyone. This devotion started in Texas and has grown as 
he moved on and worked in Louisiana, Arkansas, Mississippi, 
New Mexico, Colorado, Utah, Arizona, Wyoming, Nebraska, 
and Oklahoma. He spent his first five yearse on Party 1 and 
since has served Parties 28, 54, 38, 52, 13, 20, 19, 21, V-1, 
and now V-3. 

Born in Mount Vernon Texas, Cleo graduated from the 
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Choosing to mark his 20 years with Western where he started, in 
the field, Driller-Mechgnic Chgrles E. Martin (left I receives his 
20-Year Service Pin from Supervisor John A. Adams. Charlie, who 
has had much foreign experience , is now on Party 9 in California. 

high school there and then attended East Texas State U niver
sity at Commerce two years, majoring in math, before becom
ing an infantryman. Two years after he started his Western 
career, he married Marguerite Roberts, of Mount Pleasant, 
who was a graduate of San Jacinto Beauty College in Amarillo 
and also attended Odessa Beauty College, both in Texas. Cleo 
and Marguerite have two children, Steve, 18, and Karen, 15. 
This family has moved some 42 times . So far Cleo's shortest 
stay in one place has been one week and his longest three and 
one-half years. The Satterwhites have always found interest in 
all towns and feel that each location has been an inspiration 
to their lives and truly believe that life is what you help make 
it regardless of the circumstances. 

The Satterwhite children are active ones, as noted in the 
Fall WESTERN PROFILE. Since the accounts for that were 
written, Steve has entered the University of Texas at Arlington 
as a freshman , been elected dorm representative to the student 
govrnment body, and maintained high grades. Karen has re
sumed her high school studies as a sophomore, in Iraan. She 
plays saxophone in the school band and has been nominated 
for Homecoming Queen of her class. 

Away from the job, Cleo has served as superintendent and 
teacher of the different Baptist Churches that the family has 
attended. His favorite sports are football and hunting. He also 
enjoys TV - and yet spends most of his time with Western 
as Cleo's motto is "Never put off to tomorrow what should 
have been done today." 
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gri nning - his wife Linda gave birth to their first ch ild Sep
tember 20. John Christopher weighed in at 7 pounds 12 1/z 
ounces and was J 9 1/2 inches tall. Would you believe that Mer
re ll was so excited that he ran right out and bought a footba ll 
and footbal l helmet! 

As a fo llow-up to the Fall Party Pickings, we wish to say 
that our softball team took the championship in their ·league 
this past season. We are all very proud of "our team." -
Sandra Binderim. 

PACIFIC COAST SECRETARY WEDS. For Da rl a J . Garman 
August 17 was th e day - the day she became Mrs. D aniel 
W. Swihart at an early eve ning ceremony in a beaut iful setting, 
by the lake in the garden o f the Self Realizatio n Fellowship 
off Sunset Boulevard in Paci fic Palisades, California. Darla, 
who became a Westerner four years ago in the Los Angeles 
headquarters office, is the capable secretary to H. F. (Murph) 
Murphree, manager of Pacific Coast operations, Los Angeles. 

lmmediately after the ceremony a reception was held and 
banquet dinner served to guests in the Hawaiian Room of the 
C liff House Restaurant on the Coast Highway in Malibu, Cal
ifornia. Following a honeymoon tri p through several western 
states, the newlyweds sett led in an apartment near the Los 
Angeles office. It is so near that Darla can walk to and from 

Supervisor Bill A. Rosser (right! is being congratulated 
by Vice President Neal P. Cramer after the latter had 
presented Bill's 20-Year Service Pin to him in Western 's 
Shreveport, Louisiana , office. Bill travels around the 
eastern hemisphere in his supervision of Western crews. 

Mr. and Mrs. Daniel W. Swihart pose for 
a picture following their early evening, 
outdoors wedding ceremony in Pacific 
Pal isades, Californ ia . Mrs. Swihart is the 
former Darla J. Garman and is secretary 
to H. F. (Murphl Murphree, manager of 
Pacific Coast operations, in Los Angeles. 
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This huge barge of Party 95 equip
ment made a 2 ,500-mile voyage 
this summer from Cook Inlet through 
the Bering Sea and into the Arctic 
Ocean to east of Point Barrow. 
Here the equipment was lightered 
from five miles off shore to the 
beach, from where it then proceeded 
to the prospect on the North Slope. 

work, even for lunch. Dan, who attended Purdue University, 
is in the construction business . 

The bride wore a full-length, A-line, candlelight-white gown 
of poi-de-soie with mutton sleeves and raised neckline and a 
fu ll-length mantilla trimmed with wide lace. Darla carried a 
tra iling arm bouquet of Stephanolis and white rosebuds. 

Her three bridesmaids were attired in identical dress of lav
ender, and their bouquets were of lavender daisies trimmed 
in moss green. In their Grecian-styled hair they wore moss 
green daisies on lavender bows with strands of lavender ribbon 
tipped by similar green daisies. One of the three was Susan 
Bolton, formerly receptionist at the Los Angeles digital center. 

The bride's mother wore an ensemble of yellow and gold 
brocade with matching accessories, and the groom's mother 
was attired in a blue sa tin dress with blue lace coat. Both had 
Stephanolis corsages. 

Darla was given in marriage by her brother, Sidney L. Gar
man, of Ephrata, Pennsylvania. He had driven his wife Sharon, 
their five small sons, Darla's mother, Mrs. J . Willis Garman, 
and her friend, Mrs. Clara Adams, from Ephrata to Los An
geles for the wedding. Her father was unable to leave his busi
ness for the long trip. 

Among Westerners attending, in addition to her boss, 
Murph, and his wife Florence, were Vice President Tom Sla
ven and his wife Helen, Joe Holton, Jim and Lee Robinson , 
Marie and Elmore Steil , Lois and AI Grissam, and Marianne 
Clarke. 
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A 2,500-MILE ALASKAN VOYAGE was made by a complete 
Western crew by barge to reach the North Slope this summer. 
This long tri p for Party 95 covered some of the most treach
erous waters in Alaska, from the Cook Inlet through the Bering 
Sea and into the Arctic Ocean to east of Point Barrow, the 
northernmost point on the North American continent. The 
Western equipment was loaded on the 272-foot-long barge 
Cedar at Port Nikiski on the Kenai Peninsula and less than 
three weeks later had reached its destination , Foggy Island . 
In the Arctic Ocean the water on the coastline is free of ice 
for a period of only two or three months a year; and because 
of the shallow depth of this ocean at the northern portion of 
Alaska, it was necessary to anchor the barge five miles off
shore. Small lighterage barges, which were carried on the 
Cedar, were then used to lighter the cargo to the beach. As 
those Westerners who have previously worked the North Slope 
know, men and equipment do not travel by land - it is by air 
or by sea . - R. J. Linford. 

WHEN PARTY V-2 moved from Andrews, Texas, to Whites
boro, Texas, in September, the Joe Reddings had purchased 
their mobile home - just in time for the move. Whitesboro 
is close to Lake Texoma, and on weekends some of the Party 
V-2 members enjoy the sport of fishing. 

Vacation time saw many Westerners on the road . The 
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Tommy Nash family went to Yellowstone Park. The Roger 
Cokers visited the Hemisfair in San Antonio, Texas, and also 
journeyed to Mexico. The Rex Bartons traveled to Charleston, 
South Carolina, and the H. D . (Slick) Watts went to Six Flags 
Over Texas, Dallas-Forth Worth. 

While Party V-2 was in Andrews, the Sam Marshnos took 
in the sights of Carlsbad, New Mexico, with a tour of the 
famous caverns included in their trip. - Jeanette Watts. 

AFTER BEING in Fort Worth, Texas, for 18 months, the V-2 
and V-3 correlator office was moved to Midland, Texas. We 
were there five months and came back to Fort Worth. It was 
like coming home. Since returning to Fort Worth the Carl 
Scotts have a new mobile home. We had a wonderful vacatio n 
of three weeks visiting in Oklahoma, Mississippi, and Louisi
ana. At this writing school has begun here ; and Vicki, daugh
ter of Carl and Geneva Scott, entered the fifth grade, and 
Stanley Scott started kindergarten, which h e enjoys very much. 
So long for now from the Fort Worth correlator office. -
Geneva Scott. 

AFTER COMPLETING a lengthy contract in September, the 
members of Party R-9 were looking forward to late surr.mer 
vacations. Assistant Seismologist Billy Beevers, Computer 
David Lawrence, and Senior Draftsman Leland Kiper planned 
on two weeks of hunting and fishing in the Shreveport, Lou
isiana, area. Party Chief C . L. Richard was already enjoyi ng 
his well-earned vacation at home. 

Our congratulations go to Western's fast-pitch softball team 
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Assistant Observer Brian James 
Painter. who took a leave from Party 
82 to be married in Aberdeen, Scot
land, August 10, is shown with his 
bride, the former Jean Singer Alex
ander. Confetti-covered, they are in 
a taxi ready to leave the church for 
a reception for 70 guests at a hotel. 

in winning the city championship - and to David Lawrence, 
who has jtsst received his 5-year pin. A hearty welcome is ex
tended to Seismologist John T. Swearingin, Party R-9's newest 
acquisition. - Billy Beevers. 

Joe C. Ross (left), technical co-ordinator-digital processing, has 
just received his 20-Year Service Pin from Vice President Neal 
P. Cramer in the latter's office in Shreveport, Louisiana . Before 
returning from Italy and later being promoted to his present 
managerial position, Joe was a party chief of our Italian crews. 

WESTERN PROFILE 

This little "cowgirl," Tracee Lee Carlisle, is happily riding her 
"bronc" in lhe family's trailer space in Pallerson, Califor la. 
She is the daughter of Jan and Mel Carlisle, Party G-1 surveyo:::!I>~. -...---

PARTY G-1 RECEIVED TWO, or should I say three, more 
Westerners on the crew when Surveyor Mel and Jan Carlis le 
and their daughter Tracee, who will be 2 next February, came 
to Patterson, Cali fornia, from Party 67, which was then lo
cated in Delano, Ca liforni a. Mel said that surveying for a 
gravity crew was quite a change of pace. They also bought a 
house trailer last spr ing and are enjoying living in it very 
much . The Car li sles spent the Labor Day weekend in Yo
semite N a tio nal Park and enjoyed the lush green scenery. 

Huey Butler, gravity meter operator, left for Nevada and 
was rep laced by John Hesser, who is a gravity meter ope rator, 
as well as a permitman. John and Mel were on the same crew 
in Delano. 

Sometime in the near future another move will be in the 
making, and once again the rest of the crew wil l be packing 
their bags. - Jan Carlisle. 

SUPERVISOR V. C. BOYD, who wi ll now be concerned pri
marily with supervision of work in South America has moved 
to Houston where wife Shirley and chi ldren, Robert, Megan, 
and Victor, JII , will enjoy their beautiful new home in the 
vicini ty of several other Western families. Miss Beryl Miller, 
secretary to Vice President How ard Dingman and Manager 
Fred DiGiulio, is happy to be back in Houston after working 
two years in Miami; and Western is happy to have this at
tractive , efficient addition to the secretarial staff here. 

The Houston instrumentation lab welcomes Joe L. Davis 
fr~m t~e ~hre:eport playback center. Joe will now be assist ing 
primarily in field service work as an assistant instrument su
pervisor. His wife Evelyn and children Christ ie and Joe, Jr ., 
hope that the foreign trips will not come too often or last 
too long. 

Other Westerners who moved from Shreveport, Louisiana, 
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to Houston include J. D . Shivers, digital production manager 
of the Houston digital center, who with wife Marzee and chil
dren Teresa, Jason, and Joe, Jr., are learning the exasperations, 
as well as the joys, of new home ownership. James Sumrall , 
drafting supervisor, wife Susan, and daughter Nancy a re also 
making the adjustment from Shreveport to big city life in 
Houston , as is Mary Lou Pudlewski , programmer at H DC, 
who is one of those efficient people who handles a career and 
family responsibilities equally well , as can be verified by hus
band Robert and children, Danny, Kathy, Timmy, and Paul. 

More new Westerners are baby Robert L. Clyatt, If, born 
August 21, the first child for Computer Operator Robert Cly
att and wife Judy, and Gabriella Sibyl McCandless, baby 
daughter of C larinda McCandless , set-up clerk in HOC. 

At the River Oaks Cumberland Presbyterian Church on 
September 20 Miss Selma Arlet became the bride of James R. 
Eggers, head of the Houston shipping and receiving depart
men They have furnished an attractive apartment at 7650 

oonmist. 
On the July 4 weekend Barbara Smith, assistant staff artist, 

and Linda Hauser, secre ta ry, explored the charms of New 
Orleans with specia l interest in the French Quarter and the 
famo us night life there. - Flo Schmidt. 

The Houston digital center had several proud parents of new babies 
in August. Above is Robert L. Clyatt, 11, born August 21 to Judy 
Clyatt. Father Robert, I, is a computer operator. Below is Gabriella 
Sibyl McCandless and brother Steven Michael, age 4, who seems 
rather uncertain about his happy, new, little sister. Gabriella was 
born August 2 ta Clarinda McCandless, who was a set-up clerk. 
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A FINE FAMILY OF FOUR CHILDREN was formed from two 
homes of two children each with the marriage of Western 's 
Stanley C. Schroeder and the former Mrs. Barbara Gustafson. 
Stan is supervisor of program systems in the Los Angeles 
headquarters office. The private wedding took place Friday, 
August 20, in Calabasas, California. 

The bride, attired in an orange, fitted dress and carrying 
her bridal bouquet, and groom then greeted approximately 
100 guests at a wedding reception at the Sherman Oaks Manor 
in Sherman Oaks, Cal ifornia. Among Westerners attending 
were Mr. and Mrs. Don Blue, Mr. and Mrs. James E. Robin
son, and Mr. and Mrs. William Hullinger. 

Following a honeymoon trip to Hawaii , the couple returned 
to Stan's home in Woodland Hills, Cal ifornia, where Barbara 
is keeping busy with their four children. They are her Linda, 
13, and David, 10, and Stan 's Cl ifford, J 0 , and Laura Sue, 8. 
Now the two 10-year-old boys have both an older sister and 
a younger sister, and Linda has a little sister and Laura Sue 
an older sister. As we said, a fine family. 

WESTERN HAS the very first model of IBM's "SAM," or 
sc ientific array module. At first it was called the se ismic array 
module but was later renamed because it can be used for many 
kinds of scientific computation. SAM No. 1 was installed in 
Shreveport, Louisiana, to replace the much slower and less 
versatile convolver installed two years ago. Now it seems that 
SAM is a very unimpressive looking box. It has no moving 
parts, bells , wh istles, or other signs of its frantic activity. Thus 
the Shreveport staff decided that what was really needed was 
a little something to show just how fast and active SAM is. 
Our picture tells the rest of the story. - C. H. Savit. 

RUNNING DOWN THE ROSTER of Party R-6 in Houston, 
we report the following: 

Ji111 Wilner - We are sorry to have to say goodby to Jim. 
He has been so nice to work with , but he is going back to 
Texas A & M to continue his studies in aerospace. Maybe we 
shall see him next year. Lots of luck. 

Bud Smith - Party R-6 lost Bud to the Marshall College 
Campus in Huntington , West Virginia. We must say that 
working with Bud was a real pleasure. He was so outgoing and 
nice to be around. We are sure that he made a lasting impres
sion upon everyone here at Western. 

G eorge Vorpagel - As this is written, George is the only 
one from our office to have gone on vacation. He and his wife 
went back to his home in Wisconsin to visit with his mother 
and two sisters. George tells us that the weather is so nice in 
the summer that very few people have car air conditioners. 
Can you believe it? He said that he really enjoyed his vaca
tion , and he surely was the envy of Party R-6. Welcome back, 
George. 

Mary Ann Culmer - Mary Ann did not go on vacation as 
she had been at Western for only six months but did breathe 
a sigh of relief as she prepared her sons for school. Her daugh
ter is not old enough to atte nd school ; but after hearing the 
"go lden" remarks of her brothers, she does not seem to mind. 
Mary Ann did have a wonderful su mmer, though. She tried 
the super slide (that first time is something else); got back on 
the seesaw, swings, and merry-go-round ; and went canoeing 
and got seasick, on a lake yet! Also, she saw a Jo t of friends 
and just had a good time. 

Baha Kamal - Baha came to Western from Egypt and 
brought with him many interesting things, for instance, his 
"Aoude. " This is a str ing instrument with a rounded back; it 
sounds like the instruments we hear in the movies while the 
girls are dancing. Baha took the basic design and had his made 

Above is the story of "SAM," pictured below. 

~~---\ 
Q~~~~\ 

Earl E. Floyd (right) proudly holds his 20-Year Service Pin while 
Vice Pres ident Neal P. Cromer gives him a congratulatory hand 
shake in the office in Shreveport, Louisiana . Though his service 
includes jug hustling, surveying, shooting, and drilling, Earl has 
been for many years one of Western's top driller-mechanics in 
the field. The veteran is now supervisor of the Shreveport shop. 

to his own specifications. He has also lold us many things 
about his native customs and foods. Behind those sparkling 
eyes and quiet personalily there is a person with whom it is 
a joy to work al Western. - Mary Ann Culmer. 

WORK, the four letter word that everyone would rather not 
hear and do, has been keeping the employees at Shreveport 
Data Center well occupied. 

Some, however, have managed to get away on vacation. 
Among these were Bob Russ and wife Mary, who explored 
the fabulous H emisfair in San Antonio, Texas . Campi ng 
throughout their trip, they ventured on farther sou th to Mon
terrey, Mexico. Dorothy Young, who works in our keypunch 
department, visited beautiful Puerto Rico in th e early part of 
October. Joe (Dragon) Draughon returned home to Oklahoma 
Ci ty, Oklahoma, for hi s vacation. Despite the ever pressing 
work load in our tape library, Mildred Morton managed to 
get away for an exciting visit to New Orleans. 

Several Western employees have had new additions lo their 
families . To Tom and Marilyn Oney was born a new daughter, 
Vanessa Roxane Oney, on August 14. Sam Holt joined the 
" Proud Papa C lub '" for the second time with a big boy, 
Gregory Frank. Linda and Bill D enson, who works in our 
computer department, were blessed on July IO with a precious 
little son, Jim Patrick. He weighed less than 3 pounds 8 ounces 
at birth . Mother and baby are getting along fine. The first child 
of Antonin and Vera Kudrna arrived September 9. Their fine 
baby boy, who weighed 10 pounds, 7 ounces, has been named 
Joe Frank. 

Our Western family has had several " new" add itions. Harvey 
Mabry and Bill Mackey make working in the tape library 
much more pleasant. Terry Fleniken joined our happy little 
group for a while and then went on to our set-up department. 
We have a smiling new face a t our front desk. Pamela Hoefeld 
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Field Supervisor Herman A. Semeliss receives his 15-Year Service 
Pin from Supervisor John A. Adams in Bakersfield, California. 
Herman hod o short sojourn in California, for he had not been 
back from many years in north Africa, Argentina, and Aden (most 
recently Tunisia l long when this picture was taken and left soon 
for Anchorage, whe.re he is supervising some of the Alaskan crews. 

On August 27 Pamela Hoefeld joined 
Western as receptionist for the SOC; on 
October 12 she became Pamela Bailey 
on being married in Minden, Louisiana . 

joined our family on August 27. On October 12 she was 
married al the First Baptist Chu rch in Minden, Louisiana, and 
honeymooned in the Blue Ridge Mountains. Pamela and her 
husband reside here in Shreveport, Louisiana. - Mildred 
Morton. 
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the fabulous H emisfair in San Antonio, Texas . Campi ng 
throughout their trip, they ventured on farther sou th to Mon
terrey, Mexico. Dorothy Young, who works in our keypunch 
department, visited beautiful Puerto Rico in th e early part of 
October. Joe (Dragon) Draughon returned home to Oklahoma 
Ci ty, Oklahoma, for hi s vacation. Despite the ever pressing 
work load in our tape library, Mildred Morton managed to 
get away for an exciting visit to New Orleans. 

Several Western employees have had new additions lo their 
families . To Tom and Marilyn Oney was born a new daughter, 
Vanessa Roxane Oney, on August 14. Sam Holt joined the 
" Proud Papa C lub '" for the second time with a big boy, 
Gregory Frank. Linda and Bill D enson, who works in our 
computer department, were blessed on July IO with a precious 
little son, Jim Patrick. He weighed less than 3 pounds 8 ounces 
at birth . Mother and baby are getting along fine. The first child 
of Antonin and Vera Kudrna arrived September 9. Their fine 
baby boy, who weighed 10 pounds, 7 ounces, has been named 
Joe Frank. 

Our Western family has had several " new" add itions. Harvey 
Mabry and Bill Mackey make working in the tape library 
much more pleasant. Terry Fleniken joined our happy little 
group for a while and then went on to our set-up department. 
We have a smiling new face a t our front desk. Pamela Hoefeld 

CHRISTMAS 1968 

Field Supervisor Herman A. Semeliss receives his 15-Year Service 
Pin from Supervisor John A. Adams in Bakersfield, California. 
Herman hod o short sojourn in California, for he had not been 
back from many years in north Africa, Argentina, and Aden (most 
recently Tunisia l long when this picture was taken and left soon 
for Anchorage, whe.re he is supervising some of the Alaskan crews. 

On August 27 Pamela Hoefeld joined 
Western as receptionist for the SOC; on 
October 12 she became Pamela Bailey 
on being married in Minden, Louisiana . 

joined our family on August 27. On October 12 she was 
married al the First Baptist Chu rch in Minden, Louisiana, and 
honeymooned in the Blue Ridge Mountains. Pamela and her 
husband reside here in Shreveport, Louisiana. - Mildred 
Morton. 
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THE FALL SUNDAY was an ideal day for the second annual 
fami ly picnic for Westerners of Los Angeles. Approximately 
140 adults and 60 children from the headquarters office, lab
oratory, and shops attended our successful picnic at the Dis
abled Veterans Park in Woodland Hills, California, about 25 
miles northwest of downtown Los Angeles. 

Everyone, adults and children alike, was gay and filled with 
anticipation for the games and fun to start. The games were 
marvelous and came one after another without any delay. 
[n fact, they were so continuous that we found it impossible 
to obtain the names of most of the winners, even by bulletin
board questioning the next day; and some of the win ners said 
that they knew they had won a prize but weren't sure whether 
it was for first, second, or third place! (When L.A. Westerners 
play, they play fast and furiously. - Ed.) 

The children were honored with the first game, a Candy 
Throwing activity, which they loved. Then came the following: 
Balloon Game fo r children. Father and Son Water Pistol. Sack 
Race. Bottle Filling for adult couples. (We must say that the 
"fellas" got a little wet! Each one, while lying flat on his back 
with his hands at his side, had to balance a pop bottle on his 
forehead while his partner filled the bottle wi th water from a 
paper cup, which she kept refilling from a bucket in the center 
of the ring of players. It was hilarious to watch.) Bubble Gum 
and Sack Race for children. Pie Eating Contest for child ren. 
(Boy! Can those youngsters gobble down the pie, even lying 
flat on their stomachs!) Shoe Kicking Contest for Ladies. (Yes, 
we do have some high kickers.) Flour and Peanut Race for 
young people. 

The next game you will never guess - the fellas' Girdle 
Put-on! (What a laugh that was. How some got into them so 
quickly - without practice - we shall never know.) Three 
Legged Race for adult couples. (Many a spill there!) Egg 
Throw for adult couples. (Oh, how squishy and messy eggs 
can be when they break in your hand!) Push Ball with Nose 
for youngsters. Mother and Daughter Balloon Race. (Ever try 
running with one or more balloons between your legs?) The 
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prizes were fantastic and included exceptionally nice toys and 
games for the children and handy household gadgets and items 
for the home and car for the adults. (Pictures of most of these 
games are shown on this and the following pages. - Ed.) 

Being full of giggles and laughter, everyone next thought of 
eating; and there was food , food , food, and more food, as 
well as cold drinks of all kinds. This was served by a picnic 
service, which also organized and ran the games and provided 
the prizes. 

Volleyball and horseshoes were played throughout the af-
ternoon, but the fin al and most anticipated fun of the day 
was the softball game. One would never believe there were so 
many enthusiastic ball players! Men, women, teenagers, chil 
dren - so many on each team they sometimes ran into each 
other trying to make that catch. Some played like pros! 

Playing on the two great teams were: Don Blue, Dean 
Goodman, Stan Schroeder, Dick Trippel, Art Ishii , Jim Rob
inson and daughters Karen and Janice, Guy Dawkins, David 
and Nadine Barish and son Paul and daughter Jennifer, John 
Maines, Bill Liberty, Len and Barbara Becker and niece llene 
Adelman and nephew Mike Adelman, Jim Williams, Jim Gur
ley (husband of Lorinda) , Bruce Harris (husband of Helen) , 
and Lois Grissam. (We do hope we have not omitted any 
player!) 

These fine teams ended the game with Don Blue's team win
ning 13 to 8. Our slight casualty this year was Jim Robinson . 
Third baseman Jim, in backing up a play at home plate, turned 
on the run and injured h is right side and ribs. Though sore the 
next day, Jim bowled with his Western team and reported his 
bes t score of the season! We appreciate being a segment of 
such a wonderful staff; the spirit and good sportsmanship are 
tremendous. 

Several special guests were present. Dropping in to say 
hello to their Western friends were former Vice President V. 
E. Prestine and wife Geraldine. Carl Harnick also found his 
way to the DAV Park to join in the fun of wh ich he had been 
a part last year . Nearby Party 9 had three representatives at 
the picnic - Party Chief Nolan Webb, from Bakersfield, Cal
ifornia, and Chief Observer Russell Kaminsky and wife Bon
nie, who live in Pasade na, Californ ia, where she works. (Party 
9 was operating up the Cali forn ia coast near Santa Maria.) 

Everyone from the adu lts to the I -year-o lds had a wo nder
fu l afternoon, with many saying "Wish we could have another 
picnic next week - it was such fun!" Vice President Tom 
Slaven and his ass istant, Don Blue (Don made all of the pic
nic arrangements), were !'he unofficial hosts of the picnic. A 
great big thank you to them fo r making "our day" so mem
orable. - Lois Grissam (Photos by Al Grissam). 
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After scoring a TKO over the Russian heavyweight boxer in the 
1968 Olympics for an Olympic gold medal, George Foreman, a 
Litton employee, waved the flag proudly. When asked why he had 
kissed the flag before the fight, he replied, "Because it' s my flag ." 

GOLD MEDAL WON BY LITTONITE. George Foreman, 19, a 
Litton Industries employee, won the gold medal for heavy
weight boxing in the Olympic Games in Mexico City. Those 
Westerners watching the final telecast of the Games probably 
noted the young man's joy and his proud waving of a small 
American flag. 

George is employed at the Parks Jobs Corps Center, Pleas
anton , California, which is operated by Litton under contract 
to the Office of Economic Opportunity. The center, in opera
tion almost four years, draws disadvantaged youths, mostly 
high school dropouts who lack marketable skills, to obtain 
adequate employment. At Parks they are trained to hold jobs 
in electronics, automotive and service occupations, and general 
ski lls. 

Three years ago George dropped out of high school in 
Houston and went to work as a dishwasher. He wanted to 
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learn a skill , however, and so he signed up for the Job Corps. 
In June 1967 he arrived at Parks; where he enrolled in the 
electronics school. 

Within a few months of his arrival, George's hulking frame 
(6-3 'h and 2 18 pounds) was brought to the attention of the 
center's boxing coach, Charles (Doc) Broadus, a 37-year vet
eran of the fight game. Doc invited George to come to the 
gym and do some boxing. 

George had never had a boxing glove on his hand , and he 
had never witnessed a fight in the ring. He was reluctant. Be
sides, he told Doc, he did not have a pair of tennis shoes. Doc 
bought him a pair, and the youth had his first sparring expe
rience in the Parks gym. Recalling it later, George said laugh
ingly, "The first time I went, a guy beat me up. He kept jab
bing me; so I left. What did I know about a jab?" 

Doc persuaded him to come back; and after a month of 
instructions, George had his first official fight. He won by 
knocking out his opponent in the first round . After that he 
swept through the National AAU tournament and Olympic 
trials, arriving in Mexico City with a record of 22 fights: 18 
wins (seven first-round knockouts) and 4 losses. 

While his star was rising over the ring world, George grad
uated from electronics school but stayed on at Parks, accept
ing a job as physical education instructor. His plans for the 
future include two major goals: to turn pro and to work his 
way through college. 

HOUSTON and the research and development department 
there welcome back Dr. Gerald Rupert after his year and a 
half in Milan, Italy, as manager of Western 's digital center 
there . He will be working in his new assignment in Houston 
with J. M. (Jim) Hornsby, manager of digital program devel
opment. 

Gerry is busy sorting all of the colored slides that he brought 
back, and one of these days we hope that we may be treated 
to a travelogue of Italy. Particularly at this time of the year 
Gerry and Betty Rupert, daughter Kath leen, and son Bradley 
will be remembering Christmas of last year, which they spent 
at Bassano del Grappa in northwest Italy, a spot that figured 
prominently in the activity of World War II. Christmas in 
Texas wi ll be a little different. - Dorothy Steyer. 
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After scoring a TKO over the Russian heavyweight boxer in the 
1968 Olympics for an Olympic gold medal, George Foreman, a 
Litton employee, waved the flag proudly. When asked why he had 
kissed the flag before the fight, he replied, "Because it' s my flag ." 

GOLD MEDAL WON BY LITTONITE. George Foreman, 19, a 
Litton Industries employee, won the gold medal for heavy
weight boxing in the Olympic Games in Mexico City. Those 
Westerners watching the final telecast of the Games probably 
noted the young man's joy and his proud waving of a small 
American flag. 

George is employed at the Parks Jobs Corps Center, Pleas
anton , California, which is operated by Litton under contract 
to the Office of Economic Opportunity. The center, in opera
tion almost four years, draws disadvantaged youths, mostly 
high school dropouts who lack marketable skills, to obtain 
adequate employment. At Parks they are trained to hold jobs 
in electronics, automotive and service occupations, and general 
ski lls. 

Three years ago George dropped out of high school in 
Houston and went to work as a dishwasher. He wanted to 

Co11ti1111ed from l11 side Back Co1·er 

THEY 
SERVE 

36 

2 YEARS 
Anthony, Issac C. 
Bass, Rona ld P . 
Berry, Madge G. 
Carrol l, C. D . 
Clya tt, Robert 1. 
D awkins, T. G. 
D raughon, I. ]. 

;' Fell ers, Roger W. 
Fi ss, Nell y 
Fujikawa, Ken K. 
Hancock, Guy ]. 
Harding, Peter W . 
Harvey, Henry ]. 
H illman, Kenn et h 
Hodgki nson, Jarvis 
Hornsby, James M. 
John, John E. 

learn a skill , however, and so he signed up for the Job Corps. 
In June 1967 he arrived at Parks; where he enrolled in the 
electronics school. 

Within a few months of his arrival, George's hulking frame 
(6-3 'h and 2 18 pounds) was brought to the attention of the 
center's boxing coach, Charles (Doc) Broadus, a 37-year vet
eran of the fight game. Doc invited George to come to the 
gym and do some boxing. 

George had never had a boxing glove on his hand , and he 
had never witnessed a fight in the ring. He was reluctant. Be
sides, he told Doc, he did not have a pair of tennis shoes. Doc 
bought him a pair, and the youth had his first sparring expe
rience in the Parks gym. Recalling it later, George said laugh
ingly, "The first time I went, a guy beat me up. He kept jab
bing me; so I left. What did I know about a jab?" 

Doc persuaded him to come back; and after a month of 
instructions, George had his first official fight. He won by 
knocking out his opponent in the first round . After that he 
swept through the National AAU tournament and Olympic 
trials, arriving in Mexico City with a record of 22 fights: 18 
wins (seven first-round knockouts) and 4 losses. 

While his star was rising over the ring world, George grad
uated from electronics school but stayed on at Parks, accept
ing a job as physical education instructor. His plans for the 
future include two major goals: to turn pro and to work his 
way through college. 

HOUSTON and the research and development department 
there welcome back Dr. Gerald Rupert after his year and a 
half in Milan, Italy, as manager of Western 's digital center 
there . He will be working in his new assignment in Houston 
with J. M. (Jim) Hornsby, manager of digital program devel
opment. 

Gerry is busy sorting all of the colored slides that he brought 
back, and one of these days we hope that we may be treated 
to a travelogue of Italy. Particularly at this time of the year 
Gerry and Betty Rupert, daughter Kath leen, and son Bradley 
will be remembering Christmas of last year, which they spent 
at Bassano del Grappa in northwest Italy, a spot that figured 
prominently in the activity of World War II. Christmas in 
Texas wi ll be a little different. - Dorothy Steyer. 
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Ferguson, ]. G . 

23 YEARS 
Leake, A. R. 
Rush, James W. 
Towns, Mack E . 

22 YEARS 
Fazakerly, W illiam B. 
Frisbee, D onald 0 . 
H ull , Lowell D . 

21 YEARS 
*Amato, J ohn ]. 

20 YEARS 
*Parr Albert C 
*T ufte, Warren. M. 

19 YEARS 
D unn, Leo ]. 
N icholl s, Robert L. 
Selzer, Edward 
Thigpen, Ben B. 

18 YEARS 
*Adams, D orothy S. 
Mercer, Richard A. 
Mittasch, V ictor J. 
Ro thman, Bern ard 
Webb, John W. 

17 YEARS 
Brents, Louie H . 

*Dobson, Kenneth 
*H oll ander, John E. 
Newman, H arry 

16 YEARS 
•:• Anthony, Sonja 
Pacheco, Jose R. 

"' Ross E 0 
Walton: R~nald C. 

15 YEARS 
*Buitron, Oscar A. 
;'Coull , John T. 

*Interrupted Serl'ice 

Hudson, Wi ll iam M. 
McD iarmid, Orville 
Saltarnachia , Joe G . 

14 YEARS 
*Bru lotte, Cecil 

13 YEARS 
Brenda, Augusto 

•:'Elkins, G. C. 
Fontana, P . 
Larsen, Palmer L. 
McN ew, Billy D . 

*Scharf, David W. 
Scroggins, Billy 0 . 

*Smith, Carro l M . 

12 YEARS 
Hirka, Bohdan 
Linder, Alan D . 

*Picchiani, Ugo 
*Thompson, James L. 
*Turcotte, W. Harvey 

11 YEARS 
Al ves, A. G . 

*Freeman, Francis A. 

10 YEARS 
Birdsong, Don L. 
H endricks, John L. 
T homas, Gerald 

9 YEARS 
*Brown D ean R 
Maez, Ignacio . 

8 YEARS 
*Hunt, Colin Barry 
Mielly, Paul F. 
M undy, James B. 

*Pescina, Mario 
Shea, Daniel P. 

*Van Reek, Jack 

7 YEARS 
Anderson, Robert K. 
H elton, H adley P . 
Sch roeder, Stanley 

*Stansbury, Robert W . 

6 YEARS 
Cain, D onald F. 

*Cooper, L. P . 
D onovan, Will iam L. 

* Filyk , Ores t 
Gardner, Donald D . 
Leleaux, Oswald 

*Murga, Jose Gayoso 
Snyder, Warren L. 
Spooner, John 

Walker, Joseph F. 
*Wi lkinson, Billy M. 

5 YEARS 
*Coleman, Lee Roy 
Craig, G . G . 
Creel, Elwood T. 
Cubas, Jose H . 
Curtis, W illiam C. 
D enson, Wilmer E. 
Dupont, Madison R. 
H ailey, Jackie R. 
H olbrook, Earl M . 

*H opping, John 
T ahkofp er, Carl L. 
Tanigawa, Kenichi 
Van Buskirk, H ector A. 

4 YEARS 
Andries, Thomas ]. 

'''Cumby, Roy V . 
D elahoussey, Leo 

''' Dug uay, Jean Paul 
Frederick, W ilfred 
H erin ck, Max Pau l 
Lamont, Alastai r 

'''Mart in, Edd y D . 
McCain , Hugh 
McCool, T. D. 
M ill er, La rry 
O 'Carro ll , A. P. 

*Picchiani, Roberto 
*Q uantr ill , Edward J. 
Reginald, Victor 
Richardson, Will iam E. 
Smith , H uey E. 
Swihart , D ar la Garman 
T illman, Lionel A. 
Viney, D enn is 
V inson, Brenda 

3 YEARS 
A.more, Monique 
Bailey, G . Wi lliam 
Barry, Raymond C. 
Bonnette, Jewel M. 
Busby, H arold E. 
Crawford , Vernon 
Creel, Larry L. 
Ettredge, Billy N . 
Fai r, Gary L. 
Howard, John 
Jardine, James D . 
Kerr, John 

''' K inas t, Ernest 
K itchen , W illiam A. 
Liles, T homas E. 
Martin , Eugene H. 

*Ray, Larry 
Rounthwaite, George N . 

*Skaaning, Jack 
T homann, Lawrence A. 

*Wil son, James C. 
Yo ung, Bria n 

Continued on opposite page 
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COVERS 

Both the loyousness 
of Christmas and our 
world-wide opera
tions are reflected in 
our Front Cover. The 
tree with if5 bright 
tinsel and gay and 
unusual decorations 
is the center of the 
merry aspect of the 
Christmas s eason . 
The featured decora
tive ball In the form 

of a globe of early cartography shows a 
small portion of the earth where Western 
Geophysl1;al operates. On our Back Cover 
Westem's "Frosty the Snow Man" and his 
wife have come down from the Far North to 
help us wish you all a Merry Christmas. 
"frosty" also greets you on many pages 
throughout the magazine . 

MARIANNE CLARKE, Editor 
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ployees of JV estern Geophysfral, 933 
North La Brea Avenue, Lo.r Angeles, 
California 90038. Printed in the U.S. A. 
Copyright 1968 by JV ester11 Geophysical 
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