
Is this any way to treat your children's playground? 

Keep your home beautiful -keep America beautiful 

Your youngsters play in our parks and playgrounds and beaches. 
Recreation areas are part of their home, and yours. Why litter your 
home? Why litter your America? Litter is ugly and unhealthy and 
dangerous. Cleaning it up costs millions in taxes you help pay. 
Every litter bit hurts Y.OU . 

Litter doesn't throw itself away; litter doesn't just happen. People 
cause it-and only people can prevent it. "People" means you. 
Keep America Beautiful. 
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T HE BOARD OF DIRECTORS of Western Geophysical 
Company of America, in a meeting Thursday, 

September 21, 1967, regretfully accepted the resigna
tion of Henry Salvatori as Chairman of the Board and 
Chief Executive Officer of the Company. 

Henry founded Western Geophysical Company in 
California in 1933. He both established the principles 
that were to guide its many employees as they per
formed geophysical services for the petroleum indus
try and directed and led our Company through many 
exciting and challenging years as Western grew into 
a great, world-wide service organization. 

Henry's tremendous contributions to the science of 
geophysical exploration are well known by all who 
have been concerned with the important task of assur
ing a continuing supply of petroleum for the United 
States and the Free World. 

The contributions made by Henry were not limited 
to technical advancements. Western's profit-sharing 
plan, which he introduced in 1951, was the first and 
most generous of its kind. His personal interest in the 
welfare of his employees was demonstrated by this 
plan and by the many other benefits and advantages 
that he offered to them. Henry's dedication to the high
est degree of excellence on the part of every employee 
on every assignment infused into his organization the 
integrity, loyalty, and fierce pride of accomplishment 
that have been so characteristic of Westerners 
throughout the years. 

As Western grew, Henry's areas of interest, concern, 
and influence expanded in many directions. His wis
dom and experience were sought by other national 

and international companies. He is now a director of 
several such companies, including Litton Industries. 

His deep concern for education is shown by his ac
tive support of such outstanding schools as Stanford 
University, the University of Southern California, 
Claremont College, and his alma mater, the Univer
sity of Pennsylvania. The Henry and Grace Ford 
Salvatori Foundation is actively supporting many ed
ucational and charitable organizations. Henry was 
honored as the 1966 "American of the Year" by the 
Americanism Educational League. 

In order to help assure that our great country re
mains strong and free, Henry has been active and 
effective in both state and national political circles. 
He was recently cited as "one of the relatively few 
industrialists nowadays who fights openly and above
board for the American free enterprise system ... " 

I am confident that all employees of Western and 
Henry's many friends in the geophysical industry join 
me in wishing him continuing success as oz;i.e of otir 
country's greatest and most active civic, educational, 
and industrial leaders. 

We in Western are indeed thankful for the associa
tion that we have had with Henry Salvatori, and we 
are proud of the heritage that he has left for us. 

~cue, ts s~ ~attk 
'7ee~';il~ 

NEWFGHNDLAND 

Story and Photos by Robert B. Bluhm 

T HE OLDEST European-settled city on the North Ameri
can continent, St. John's, Newfoundland, Canada, is 

where Party 85 found itself in the latter part of April. 
Both St. John's and Newfoundland itself are rich in 

history, dating back to the Vikings and possibly before. 
It is believed by some, though certainly not by all, that 
Lief Ericson's famous Vinland might be somewhere on 
the north shore of Newfoundland. It is known that the 
Vikings were here at some time about the year 1000 as 
Viking maps have been found with the island labeled 
"Markland" or "Land of Forest." It is thought that the 
Vikings tried to establish permanent settlements, possibly 
on the southern coast of Labrador (a part of Newfound
land ). From that point on various settlers tried to make 
permanent or semi-permanent settlements, but these did 
not last. 

Up to about the latter part of the 1400's the records are 
sketchy, but from there on the history is fairly wen known. 
The last of the "discoverers" were the men of Bristol, 
England, of whom John Cabot is the best known although 
he was one of the latest. Cabot reached Bonavista Bay 
north of St. John's in 1497 and entered the harbor of St. 
John's on St. John's Day of that year. It is believed that 
the men of Bristol began coming to Newfoundland in the 
mid-l 400's and that Cabot was not a true explorer but 
knew exactly where he was going, except that he was try
ing to find a northerly route around North America just as 
Columbus, who also knew about North America, was trying 
to find a southerly route around it, both trying to get to 
the Orient. Cabot made a second voyage in 1498 and 
vanished without a trace. His being the best known of the 
latter-day explorers is probably due to better documenta
tion of his yoyage and maybe a better "press." By this 
time most of western Europe knew of North America and 

The Outer Ba ttery sectio n of St. John's, Newfo und la nd, just below 
Signal Hill , is a n " outport" wi thin a city. Note the old hou ses, 
older piers, and fishing dories an chored in the mou th of harbor. 

WINTER 1967 

Cabot Tower, standing 500 feet above sea level in Signa l Hill Na
tio na l Park, Newfoundland, was built in 1897 to commemorate the 
400th a nniversary of John Cabot's discovery of Newfoun dland. 
Th'is was the last point of land that Lindbergh saw on his sol o trans
atlantic fli g ht in 1927. The monument at the right is on the spot 
where Marconi received his first transatlantic wireless message. 

the rich fishing off the coast of Newfoundland. The island 
in 1497 was being referred to as the "new found land." 

A Captain John Rut suggested to King Henry VIII in 
1527 that a permanent fishing colony be established near 
the harbor of St. John's, this harbor being one of the finest, 
most protected, natural ones in the world. The following 
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year the first permanent residence was established; hence 
the town of St. John's was founded in 1528. Sir Humphrey 
Gilbert claimed the island as a British possession in the 
name of Queen Elizabeth I in 1583. Also in 1583, by Sir 
Humphrey's description, enough stores and houses lined a 
path, now Water Street in the heart of the downtown 
district, that Water Street can be called the oldest street in 
North America. 

Newfoundland and St. John's also hold historic im
portance in more recent times. One of the facts that makes 
this so is that Newfoundland is the closest point to Europe 
in the Americas, with Cape Spear, near St. John's, being 
the most easterly point of land on the North American 
continent. This "shortest distance" has been important in 
several fields , particularly communication and aviation. 

The first transatlantic cable was laid from Valencia, 
Ireland, to Heart's Content, Newfoundland, in July 1866. 
This initiated the opening of instant transatlantic com
munication. 

Guglielmo Marconi came to St. John's in 1901 with the 
idea that messages could be sent across the ocean without 
the use of wires, a revolutionary idea at the time. He went 
to the top of Signal Hill on December 12 and proved it 
by receiving a signal in Morse code sent from Cornwall, 
England. The signal had traveled 1,800 miles and was 
picked up from a wire hanging from a kite. Thus was born 
the history of world-wide radio communication. 

In the beginning of transatlantic flights, Newfoundland 
was the jumping-off place for most of them. In 1919 there 

was a 10,000-pound prize offered for the first crew to 
cross the Atlantic. There were several tries for this, but 
on June 14, 1919, John Alcock and Arthur Whitten took 
off from Lester's Field in St. John's and made it to Clifden, 
Ireland, in 16 hours and 12 minutes. For this they were 
knighted, plus receiving the money prize. 

For the most part, however, the importance of New
foundland has always revolved around the fishing industry, 
particularly of cod. It has been historically, but is no 
longer, the most important industry in the province. Boats 
of all nations fish in the Grand Banks area and supply at 
the port of St. John's. 

Because of St. John's value to the fishing industry, the 
French kept trying to take it away from the English. The 
victories seesawed, and, incidentally, St. John's was burned 
down practically every time. The struggle was not resolved 
until l 713 when the Treaty of Utrecht declared that New
foundland would remain a colony of Great Britain but 
that the French would have access to the Grand Banks 
and the various ports . To this time most Newfoundlanders 
waste no fondness on the French or the French Canadians. 

Newfoundland is the newest province of Canada, having 
joined the confederation in 1949 after a vicious fight 
within the province. The province includes the island of 
Newfoundland and the coastal section of Labrador. 

Before World War II most of Newfoundland was an 
economic disaster area. With the war came United States 
and Canadian air force and navy bases to the then-British 
colony, and with the bases came prosperity unknown to this 
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time. At the end of the war Newfoundland was in fairly 
good economic shape but was declining again and was 
not completely self-sufficient. By the time of confederation 
it was again in serious financial difficulties. As the Premier 
of Newfoundland, Joey Smallwood, said recently, "The 
only times Newfoundland has ever enjoyed prosperity, 
apart from confederation, were during wars . And we 
couldn't very reasonably expect the world to go to war 
every six or eight years just to keep Newfoundland pros
perous. Therefore, in the absence of that prosperity the day 
would come when we would collapse. Newfoundland 
would go bankrupt." Mr. Smallwood has been premier 
since confederation and is considered a strong political 
leader. 

The vote for confederation was close, but Newfound
land elected to become a province of Canada. The majority 
of Newfoundlanders are an independent sort, and even now 
many consider themselves as Newfoundlanders rather than 
Canadians. As the money started to come in from Canada, 
however, most of the people could see the advantages of 
joining with Canada. Canada's family allowance, com
monly called "baby bonus," of $6.00 per month per child 
to each mother was the first money some of the people in 
the outports ever saw. 

Modern St. John's is still very much an old city. The 
downtown section and the older residential areas consist 
of wooden, row houses that front on the sidewalk, thus 
leaving no front or side yards to the houses. The newer, 
outer residential areas look much like suburbia anywhere. 

The recording ship, the Smit Lloyd 11, is seen in calm seas. 

The present industries in Newfoundland and Labrador 
consist of: fishing, as previously stated; mining; hydro
electric power, the latter being recently developed, es
pecially with the Churchill Falls project just started in 
Labrador; tourism, particularly for hunters and fishermen; 

Far left-The importance of Newfoundland has historically 
revolved around the fishing industry, and here are fish 
being salted at Petty Harbor, an "outport" near St. John's. 

Center - Older residential areas of St, John's consist of 
wooden row houses that front directly on the sidewalk, and 
all in a block are adjoined. Ill is well that the city has 
an efficient fire department!) These were built in 1893. 

Left - With the ships in port, four of the men on the Party 
85 shooting boat smile for the Profile. From the left are 
Howard Peters, Joe Adamo, Jim Lawless, and Louis Paddie. 

3 
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Above - Guid ing the sling full of powder out of the 
hold is Joe Adamo. Watching are Dennis Devereaux 
and Dennis Riche lot the left), Bob Johnson !in 
the background), and Louis Paddie lat the· right), 
and beside him staring into space is Howard Peters. 

Right - The shooting boat, the D'Voro, is docked at 
St. John's. Cabot Tower is on the hill behind it. 

Far left - A fisherman cuts 
up his cod and sells it on a 
street corner in St. John's. 

Left - Boats from all nations 
fish in the Grand Banks Qrea 
and supply at the port of St. 
John's. Shown here at dock 
is a Portuguese fishing fleet. 

and pulp and paper, whose mills are in the western part of 
the province. Pulp and paper is now the leading industry 
in dollar values, with mining second. St. John's is also tbe 
main service and distribution center for the entire province. 

Generally the soil in Newfoundland is poor for growing. 
Glaciation stripped off most of the topsoil and left only 
inferti le sands and gravels. Only the hardiest of small trees 
and shrubs can survive in many areas. All but a small 
percentage of commercial food is imported. 

This province is a sportsman's paradise. As of 1961 the 
population was 457,853, of whom nearly 100,000 are in 
the St. John's region. This leaves a huge area of 43,359 
square miles on the island of Newfoundland with a small 
population and thus a lot of unspoiled land. Big game such 
as caribou, moose, and bear abound. The streams are 
full of trout and salmon; and in the bays, especially Con
ception Bay, the big tuna run, with those in the 600- and 
700-pound class being frequently caught. 

To a resident of St. John's any place outside St. John's 
is an outport and anyone living in such· a place is a "bay 

man." To a "bay man" a resident of St. John's is a "townie." 
To think of an outport is normally to think of a small 

fishing village somewhere along the coast. They range in 
size from just a few persons to a few hundred. Fishing is 
really the only industry in these places, with the exception 
of some service industry in the larger outports. For the most 
part the fishing is done on a small scale, and the men go 
out singly or by two's in their small dories or fishing boats. 

Labrador is an even wilder area than the island of New
foundland. It is a northeastern spur of the North American 
continent and comprises about 3 % of the total area of 
Canada. Until mining opened up this region, there were 
only a very few people there, most of them Eskimos and 
Indians. They lived along the coastline Jn tiny villages, and 
there was no transportation except by boat and dog team. 
The only living to be made was by fishing, hunting, trap
ping, and trading with the Indians. Now there is a huge 
mining development in the western part, which started 
about 1954. There are also smaller mining areas, scattered 
around the American and Canadian air force bases at 

With part of the D'Vora showing in the background, the 
crew of the Smit Lloyd 11 is getting ready for departure. 
From left in front are Ian Maclachlan, Larry Thomann, and 
Bert Walsh and in the rear Charlie Crawford, Gordon Mur
phy, George Craig I with hatl, Woody Clark, Claudio Lopez, 
Herman Riemekasten, and Santiago Padron (back to camera) . 

Goose Bay, and the newly developed hydro-electric pro
ject previously mentioned. It is apparent that within a few 
years a series of roads will cross Labrador. Until very 
recent years the only roads in this entire area ( 112, 8 25 
square miles) consisted of eight miles around Labrador 
City, the mining area in the western part, and a few miles 
around the area of Goose Bay and Happy Valley. 

The names of some of the settlements of Newfoundland 
and Labrador are interesting. A look at a map could show 
you Jerry's Nose, Ha Ha Bay, Joe Batt's Arm, Breakfast 
Point, Famish Gut, Heart's Delight, Heart's Desire, Cupid's, 
Bay d'Espoir, Petticoat Island, Cuckhold's Cove, Nameless 
Cove, and Harbour Harbour, to take just a sampling. 

Newfoundland has a university system unique in North 
America. Memorial University is the only university on the 
continent where the student is paid a salary to attend 
school. It is a new, modern university with a good rep
utation for staff and instruction. 

Newfoundland and Labrador joined Canada's other 
nine provinces in celebrating Canada's centennial year and 
are justly proud of the success of Expo 67. 

This is the atmosphere in which Party 85 gathered. 
Party Manager Loren Harsh, with wife Carol and son 
Tommy, and Digital Operator Larry Thomann came from 
the Shreveport, Louisiana, office. Joining them from crews 
on the Gulf of Mexico were George Craig, Woody Clark, 
Jim Lawless, Joe Adamo, Howard Peters, Ovie Woolver
ton, and Bob Bluhm. Gene Stevens and Louis Paddie came 
from vacations in the Gulf of Mexico area, with Gene 
having been in Egypt shortly before. Jim Humerickho~se, 
Claudio Lopez, Santiago Padron, and Pedro Perez arnved 
from the London office after serving in Spain. Hadley 
Helton journeyed from Alaska; and Ian Maclachl~n, for
merly of Western Geophysical of Canada, came m from 
Calgary. These were later joined by Charlie Cr~wford a~d 
his wife Judy, Charlie having replaced Co-ordmator Ov1e 
Woolverton, who returned to the Gulf of Mexico; and Bob 
Johnson, coming from a vacation in New York after a tour 
in the Middle East cut short by the war. Louis Paddie's 
wife Irene and year-old son Gregory were also with us in 
St. John's. 

The first mate of the D'Vora turns his camera on the Smit Lloyd 11 
towing the D'Vora; part of its railing is in lower right corner. 
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This regular crew was assisted by Supervisor Ben 
Thigpen and Digital Equipment Engineer Orval Brannan, 
who were invaluable in setting up the digital equipment. 
We were also visited periodically by Manager Fred Di
Giulio, who did his best to keep things running smoothly. 

To the regular Western employees was added a group of 
approximately 18 local "Newfies," who, after a brief weed
ing-out period, turned into a good crew. We also picked up 
locally Herman Riemekasten, who was in Canada after 
escaping from East Germany. 

Prior to the crew's being assembled, the ships had been 
rigged and were on their way. Neither ship had been used 
by us before. The shooting boat, D'Vora, arrived on April 
17 from Quebec. It possibly can best be described as an 
"older boat" - or do all shooting boats just look that way? 

The recording ship, the Smit Lloyd 11 (eleven), arrived 
a few days later, April 20. The Smit Lloyd is a beautiful, 
brand-new Dutch boat, registered out of Rotterdam, Hol
land, and has exceptionally fine crew quarters. It had a 
few small problems coming in, such as being locked in ice. 
The icebreakers are equipped with helicopters, and we 
were ready to send one out looking for the ship; however: 
it was "rescued" first by a French cable ship with an ice
breaker, and the Smit Lloyd was able to follow this into St. 
John's Harbor. 

When we got all of the work on the ship completed and 
were ready to go, nature decided that it was not our time. 

6 

Party SS's recording ship, the Smit Lloyd 11, 
a brand-new, 196-foot Dutch vessel, arrived 
in St. John's, Newfoundland, April 20 after a 
bit of difficulty getting in, such as being 
locked in ice. Below a part of it is shown 
following an icebreaker, the M/ S Alert, in
to the harbor. At the right is some of the 
now-broken ice that had created the problem. 

A long, strong, easterly wind had locked the harbor in ice. 
We spent about two weeks with both ships ready to go but 
with the ice interceding. As this was the worst spring in 
many years, the lobster and fishing industries were both 
badly hurt. A talk with the local fishermen confirmed that 
this was the worst season in memory, so bad that the lob
ster season was postponed for several weeks and antici
pated production was never even approached. 

We also were badly hurt. We tried several times in this 
period to get out but were repulsed each time by the ice, 
sometimes locked up 30 to 40 miles out to sea. The Smit 
Lloyd, being a new ship and unfamiliar with the waters, 
was turned back several times when the D'Vora was able 
to get through. When the ice in the harbor was loosened 
enough to get the ships out, the icebergs outside the harbor 
were still treacherous, and they were coupled with the fog 
and some wild wind. The ships would be forced back into 
the shelter of the harbor, the easterly wind would move the 
ice back in, and we would be locked in again. 

The ships finally got out for two days of navigational 
calibration, during which time ice was still bad. We 
eventually started getting some production on May 10. 
From that point on production has been somewhat erratic 
but for the most part been good. 

At the time of this writing (early October) the crew is 
getting ready to wrap up operations in the St. John'!; 
area and move to Gaspe, Quebec, for a short time. 

WESTERN PROFILE 

To DISSEMINATE information relating to recent innova
tions in the industry and to stimulate interchange of 

ideas between the earth science professors and men of 
the oil-search industry, Western Geophysical conducted a 
successful and rewarding University-Industry Seminar at 
its Houston Digital Center September 5 through 7. 

Representing the educational institutions were 21 pro
fessors and graduate students from 14 universities in 11 
stat~s. Present from industry, in addition to 14 Western 
officials, were 11 executives from 7 oil companies and 3 
consultants. 

The program covered the full spectrum of geophysical 
operation, with subjects ranging from the new non-dyna
mite energy sources through digital processing and instru
mentation and on to interpretation and quality control. 
The agenda was not patterned around any particular 
theme; however, throughout the seminar there was the 
underlying and inescapable thesis of change. 

Western officials feel that this unique effort has afforded 
a new criterion for evaluating future curriculum requisites. 
Also, they are confident that it has laid the groundwork 
for creating a greater appreciation of the challenging future 
that awaits the industry and are hopeful that it will serve 
as a basis for attracting more of tomorrow's youth into the 
endeavor. 

Topics on the program and the persons presenting them 
included: 

Tuesday - "The Changing Scene," Jackson Young 
(consultant); "The 'Aquapulse' System," Howard Ding
man (vice president, domestic operations, Western Geo-

WINTER 1967 

The men in the first three rows at 
this session are, from the left: 
front, Emil Mateker I Washington 
University), James Cole I Conoco I, 
and R. B. Ross I Gulf I ; second, 
Harold Mooney !University of Min
nesota I , John Crawford I Cono
co I, Marcus Mapp (Northeastern 
Louisiana State College), and Kern 
Jackson I University of Arkansas); 
third, T. W. Spencer !Texas A and 
Ml, William Staub !Iowa State I, 
Troy Laswell I Mississippi State I, 
and Joel McGregor IChevronl. 

Above - Aart de Jong IWestem), Jackson Young I Consultant), 
John Hollister !Colorado School of Mines I. Be low - William 
Staub !Iowa State), C. S. Wu I Western I, John Lester !Mobil). 
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1. R. E. Sheriff I Chevron), Joel Watkins 
I Massachusetts Institute of Technology), 
Harold Mooney I University of Minneso
ta). 2. 0 . D. Brooks I Humble), E. M. Mc
Natt I Standard of New Jersey). 3. Tony 
Qamar I University of California), John 
Lester I Mobil!, William Bakun I Univer
sity of California). 4. H. C. Clark !Rice 
University), R. L. Dubois and R. V. Shaw 
(both University of Oklahoma) . 5. Mar
cus Mapp I Northeastern Louisiana Stale 
College I, M. L. Goodwin ISi. Louis Uni
versity I, A. E. Tilley I Chevron I. 6. Wil
liam Staub and Lyle Sendlein I both Iowa 
State University), E. L. Tomlin !Western) . 
7 . John Crawford I Conoco), S. T. Mari
ner I Pon American I, Troy Laswell C Mis
sissippi State University) . 8. P. W. Rodgers 
I University of California I, M. H. Ding-

man CWesteml. 

physical); "How We Operate Geophysics at Gulf," R. B. 
Ross (exploration manager, Gulf Oil) ; "The 'Vibroseis'® 
System," James Cole (assistant manager, geophysical sec
tion, Continental Oil); "Geophysical Operations in Alas
ka," Dr. S. T. Martner (assistant chief geophysicists, Pan . 
American Oil); "Ocean Bottom Scanning Sonar," Curtis 
Johnson (special projects manager, Western) ; "Explora
tion Geophysics - Growth and Challenge," Dr. E. M. 
McNatt, (geophysical adviser to producing co-ordination 
department, Standard Oil of New Jersey); "Seismic Tech
nology - Yesterday, Today, and Tomorrow," Carl Savit 
(vice president, research and development, Western). 

Wednesday - "Processing Problems in Marine Work," 
John A. Lester (general manager, geophysical service cen
ter, Mobil); "Digital Processing of Seismic Data," James 
M. Hornsby (manager, Houston Digital Center, Western); 
"Pole-and-Zero Design of Digital Filters," Dr. Harold M. 
Mooney (professor of geophysics, University of Minne
sota); " Programming Language - Past, Present, and 
Future," Charles Combs (senior mathematical analyst, 
Western); "Problems Associated with the Automatic De
termination of Velocity," David Paige (consultant). 

Thursday - "Digital Recorders," R. J . Sibthorpe ( engi
neering analyst, Western); "Discussion of Computers," Al 
Johnson and Joe Mount (IBM); "Seismic System Distor
tion," Dr. C. S. Wu (research geophysicist, Western); 
"Experience in University Seismic Research," Dr. Stephen 

Simpson (consultant, formerly of M.I.T.); "The Geo
physics Interpreter - Schooling, Job Assignment, and 
Opportunities," 0 . D. Brooks (chief geophysicist, Humble 
Oil); "Historical Seismic Interpretation," Curtis Johnson 
(special projects manager, Western); "Interpretation of 
Record Sections," Aart deJong (manager, data interpreta
tion, Western); "Quality Control - Its Importance in the 
Digital Era," E. L. Tomlin (supervisor, research develop
ment and systems, Western); and "Training of Tomor
row's Geophysicists," a panel discussion by Dr. Simpson. 
Mr. Savit and Mr. Hornsby of Western, and John C. 
Hollister, chairman, department of geophysics, Colorado 
School of Mines. 

The welcoming address on Tuesday was given by C. J. 
Phillips, personnel recruiting and training, Western, who 
made the arrangements for the seminar; and the closing 
remarks were made by Neal P. Cramer, vice president, 
operations, Western Geophysical. 

Some of the speakers also presided at other sessions, 
and other men took part by presiding at sessions, conduct
ing the questions and answers periods, and assisting gen
erally. The latter included R. E. Sheriff, supervising geo
physicist, Chevron Oil; J. E. Barthelemy, operations man
ager, Houston Digital Center; and E. A. Naparst, research 
associate, Western. 

Those attending the seminars were also taken on a tour 
of the Dresser S.I.E. factory Wednesday, following a lun
cheon at which they were guests of this company. They 
then returned to the Western facility where Mr. Hornsby 
presided over an informal workshop and tour of the 
Houston Digital Center. That evening they were guests of 
Western for dinner as they had been for lunch Tuesday 
and Thursday and for the Astra-Giant baseball game on 
Monday night in the Astrodome. 

Western is grateful to all of its many friends who so 
willingly gave of their time to help make the seminar an 
enlightening affair. 

On these pages of the PROFILE are pictures of many of 
those who were our guests during this seminar. 

WINTER 1967 

'(f)pera tion 

€1'acuation' 

Editor's Note: Many of our readers will remember the 
accounts of the Anchorage earthquake written for the 
June 1964 WESTERN PROFILE by Anchorage Westerners, 
among whom was Billie Williams, wife of Assistant Super
visor C. Q. (Quin) Williams. When news of another 
disaster in Alaska, this time the Fairbanks flood August 
14 to 22, was being telecast in Los Angeles, mention was 
made of the Lowell Thomases, Jr., taking in refugees 
from Fairbanks. Hearing this, Helen Slaven, wife of our 
vice president, said, "Knowing Billie Williams - well, 
if the Thomases are taking in refugees, Billie probably 
is too." So we wrote Billie and asked her if she had a 
story for all Westerners. Billie did, indeed! In fact, she 
had two stories - one of "Operation Evacuation" and 
one of the "holdup." Below is her account of both, 
which she wrote on September 11. As the earthquake 
reports in 1964, this reflects the spirit and resourceful
ness of our Westerners in Alaska. 

I T SEEMS THAT living in Alaska is never easy. I am con
vinced that, because of this, we in Alaska meet disasters 

in a special way. Everything seems so real, and little of 
our surroundings is superficial. When it is cold, it is really 
cold; when it is clear, it is so clear that everything seems 
to stand alone; when it is bleak, it is just that - total and 
complete; and when we have a disaster, it is the same. The 
Fairbanks flood was like all else - complete to the very 
last home. The real tragedy was, of course, the time 
element and the distance to obtain supplies. 

Perhaps you have been in a flood and know the usual 
plan. The nearest community takes you in, and you can 
go back and forth to clean up the mess and salvage what
ever is left. The closest neighbor to Fairbanks was 
Anchorage, 500 miles away! The only road was under 
water, and the train tracks were washed out. This left only 
the airplane. With water lapping at the very edge of the 
runway, "Operation Evacuation" began. This is where I 
come in, along with other Western families in Anchorage. 

How well I remember the news bulletins: "Fairbanks 
Being Flooded by the Chena and Tanana Rivers." "Crest 
Expected by Midnight." "Water Reaches the Top of Teller 
Window in Alaska State Bank." "Five Feet of Water Runs 
in Downtown Fairbanks." "Nenana Completely Inun
dated." "Fairbanks Being Evacuated to Anchorage." Well, 
this is enough to make everyone sit up and take notice. Can 
we house them? I think that at this point we could have 
found housing for all of Seattle. We in Anchorage now 
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understand what it was like for everyone else during 
"The Earthquake." Just give us something to do, and we 
would do our best. 

Quin left immediately for the airport to offer the use 
of Western's bunkhouses and whatever else might be 
needed. As it turned out, the response to calls for housing 
was overwhelming, and the Western equipment was not 
needed. Quin was gone that night, however, until after 
midnight, transporting people to volunteered housing. 
(It is only now when I look back on it that I realize what 
an impossible job it was; yet today we are proud that jt 
went so well.) Wednesday morning I checked in as a Red 
Cross volunteer at the airport at 8 o'clock, and it was 1 
o'clock the next morning when I returned home. For the 
next week these became regular hours for several of us. 

Quin would usually come out to help us with the mid
night flight, and it was from one of these that a French
man stepped off the plane. He did not speak a word of 
English, and I admit that French is not my long suit. I 

able to converse to a limited extent 
through the schoolboy French ... " 

tried Spanish, and that did not work; so in desperation 
I called a friend of mine from Algiers, and over the phone 
she got the information that was needed. She also passed 
on the word that he was hungry. Quin and I took him out 
for a steak dinner and brought him home for the night, 
where we were able to converse to a limited extent through 
the schoolboy French translations of another house guest. 
The next morning we took him back to the airport and put 
him on a plane for Paris. The following night, on the 
same flight, who should get off but an elderly woman who 
spoke only German; fortunately we found someone at the 
airport who spoke German and volunteered to take her 
home and get her on the plane to Germany the next day. 

Our job was one of registering every person from 
Fairbanks, providing each. with housing, food, clothing, 
and transportation to these things, as well as managing 
the Red Cross desk for information between friends and 
relatives. When these things became too involved for our 
listings on paper, Data Processing came to the rescue. 
These men and women worked 24 hours per day getting us 
a list of punched cards. As we received new information, 
we could give them the new lists; and about every four 
hours they could give us an up-to-date, alphabetical 
listing of evacuees and where they were being housed in 
Anchorage. 

The housing list, of available homes in Anchorage, 
was most impressive. We housed more than 8,000 people 
and had available listings to house that many more. The 
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American Red Cross has done, and is still doing, a fan
tastic job of filling the immediate needs of these people 
and assisting them in the formulation of a plan for the 
future. I have been very impressed with their swift oper
ation and the end results. 

Part of that job was providing transportation back to 
Fairbanks after the water had receded and clearing with 
the Fairbanks branch that the persons did have a place to 
which to go. The Red Cross had shelters in Fairbanks, 
Nenana, and Anchorage; but as the two up north were 
full to capacity, they did not encourage going from one to 
the other. The mode of transportation for the return trip 
became the Alaska Railroad. It is normally a 12-hour ride 
between Anchorage and Fairbanks, and it surprised us all 
when only the first two trains were delayed after the rail
road washouts had been repaired. With the Red Cross 
footing the bill, more than 1,000 people were returned 
home. Others went back by car, bus, or plane; and still 
others remain in Anchorage or "Outside." ("Outside" to 
Alaskans, as we understand it, is any place other than their 
beloved state. - Ed.) 

Once the waters began to return to the channel, another 
evacuation began, this one made up entirely of small 
children as more than 200 left their parents to clean up 
their homes in Fairbanks and came to live in Anchorage 
with temporary foster parents whom they had never seen 
before. This was a spur-of-the-moment program but one 
that turned out very well. At the present time most of 
the children have returned to their homes and are enrolled 
in school. 

We all think of Fairbanks and the flood, but we would 
do well to remember the village of Nen"na. It is small in 
population but long in its losses. The water was 5 feet deep 

the first snow has fallen. 
There prevails such an urgency 

in all of the homes, and more than 90% of them were one
story. Today these people are still living in the Red Cross 
tent village, and already (September 11) the first snow 
has fallen. There prevails such an urgency about life <;Uld 
work that no one can afford to rest or sleep. It is a race 
with Mother Nature and one that they cannot afford to 
lose. Whether you live there or not, you feel that you must 
do and offer what you can. 

Our teenage sons, David and Mark, and a friend, Scott 
Haas, flew to Fairbanks with Lowell Thomas, Jr., and for 
the next four days the three of them donned boots and 
hauled mud and silt from the basement of St. Mathew's 
Episcopal Church. They washed walls and floors in the 
parish hall as well. The boys returned home tired, smelly, 
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and about three inches taller, just with the feeling that they 
had contributed something. 

Right here I want to mention two other Western families 
who I know contributed something by taking evacuees into 
their homes, Neo and Mae Ferrari and Johnny and Mary 
Lou Johnson. The Ferraris added to their own brood of 
five (one a small baby) four children from Fairbanks. Neo 
and Mae and children had lived in Fairbanks three and a 
half years when Western crews were working farther north, 
and so they had many friends in the flooded area, friends 
who called them and many of whom had lost their homes 
and belongings. While the Ferraris lived in Fairbanks, their 
home was in the area called Island Homes, which was one 
of the hardest hit by the flood. The J ohnsons took two 
women and the two small children of one and four extra 
children whose mother had been hospitalized with an in
fected foot. They spent a week in the Johnson's home 
before taking the Red Cross train home. Mary Lou, who 
has four children of her own (ages 2 to 9), said, "It was 
a wonderful experience, and I am pleased to say all 10 
children were good and quiet." 

" .. walked in and held us at gunpoint . . " 

This story is not complete unless I include my "40 
minutes of terror. " I had worked with four other ladies 
all one day in the basement of the police department taking 
a census of sorts. We had at our disposal 12 telephones 
and spent the day gathering data for a new list of evacuees. 
After about seven hours of this a man walked in and held 
us at gunpoint for the next 40 minutes. He was very ex
plicit about his plan, which was to wipe out us, as well as 
the Red Cross and the YMCA. We did a lot of fast talking, 
but he seemed rather determined. Finally, when two tele
phones rang and he became very busy listening to the 
conversations, I managed to walk slowly out of the room. 
Needless to say, once out of sight I ran to the police station, 
knowing full well that he was going to shoot me. Two 
police officers went down and disarmed him without inci
dent. We were there until almost midnight giving our state
ments. What a day it was! The following day I had a 
letter from the editor of the WESTERN PROFILE asking if I 
might have a story! 

The real story, however, is the flood and the response 
of the people involved . There are about three more weeks 
before "freeze up" (the "termination dust" is creeping 
down the mountains); still I believe that they will be 
prepared for it when winter arrives. Of course, we know 
that, come spring, there will be much to do in the way of 
permanent repair, but just think - we have eight months 
to make plans for it. 

Billie Williams 

WINTER 1967 

~ribute tc ':Billie 

Editor's Note: Below is a "tribute" to Billie Williams 
for her part in "Operation Evacuation" after the Fair
banks flood . This was voluntarily contributed to the 
PROFILE by one of Billie's many friends in Anchorage 
who feels that Billie deserves special mention - and who 
wishes to remain anonymous. The latter is as right as the 
former because from what we have heard, practically any 
Westerner in Alaska might have written it. 

T EST BILLIE may have sold herself short in her report to 
L the PROFILE on the flood disaster in Fairbanks, let me 
make a few comments about her own personal contribu
tions to "Operation Evacuation." 

As soon as word reached Anchorage about the mass air 
evacuation of the thousands of people in Fairbanks, Billie 
immediately made herself available, in nothing less than 
a "super human" way. It is impossible to say how many 
long hours she put in in a matter of a few short weeks. 
Would you believe sixteen hours or more each day for 
something like eight days? 'Tis true! 

Billie was in charge of the Red Cross desks at the 
Anchorage International Airport. Whatever or wherever 
the need, Billie was there - smiling, friendly, helpful -
never running out of patience with anyone. 

Once this particular phase of the operation was over, 
Billie was still able to give of herself. She then became 
the co-ordinator, at All Saints Episcopal Church, of 

. registering and issuing passes to the evacuees who would 
be returning to Fairbanks on the trains that were leaving 
each day. 

After all of this was under control, Billie again felt the 
need to be of assistance; so she went on to the disaster 
office downtown. There she helped with all of the reams 
of paper work, the many details that could not be taken 
care of during the early weeks of this gigantic operation, 
such things as filing, telephoning, and the like. 

It was during this finishing-up phase that the "episode of 
the gunman" took place. Who but Billie, after all of the 
many hectic hours she had put in, could sit so calmly (at 
least in appearance!) as a 30-caliber rifle was being pointed 
at her and her fellow volunteer workers with the threat of 
their lives being ended momentarily. Billie just is not the 
type to sit by and wait for things to happen; so she mus
tered all the "cool" that was possible and walked non
chalantly across the room toward the stairway, mumbling 
about having to give a message to another worker. She 
was then able to run upstairs to the police station and get 
the help needed to apprehend the would-be assassin. 

A "salute" to Billie Williams for giving of herself, in 
such a selfless way, far above and beyond the call of duty, 
in whatever the case or need. An incredible person, indeed! 
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Los Angeles Digital Center Shown to Guests 
1"""'HE NEW FACILITY of the Los Angeles Digital Center in 

Beverly Hills and the Beverly Hills office were opened 
to the Southern California oil community August 25 when 
100 guests were invited to an open house from 6 to 9 P.M. 

to tour the new Pacific Coast seismic computer center and 
to meet the Westerners who man and run it. 

Host of the open house was Harold F. Murphree, man
ager of operations, Pacific Coast. Greeting guests as they 
arrived were Bill A. Rosser, manager of the LADC; Robert ' 
P. Sherman, assistant manager; Thomas D. Sinclair, super
visor, Pacific Coast, marine; and Don M. Blue, executive 
assistant in the Los Angeles headquarters office. 

At the registration desk guests were given name cards, 
and flowers were pinned on the ladies by LADC women 
employees; and a catered hors d'oeuvre table had been set 
up for their refreshment. 

Guests toured the computer rooms, discussing opera
tions with Westerners who were stationed throughout the 
building to answer questions . Stan C. Schroeder, super
visor of programming systems, and Charles Garrison, com
puter operations manager, explained programming and 
computer operations. The set-up aspects were gone into by 
Analysts J. W. Sickles, James J. (Pete) Kubik, and Nolen 
A. Webb, the last heading quality control. Harold C. Ring, 

playback shift manager, took up the playback operations. 
The guests also watched the night-shift staff at work. 

Westerners in attendance at the open house included 
Booth B. Strange, president ; Thomas L. Slaven, vice presi
dent, administration, and wife Helen; Jack M. Desmond, 
manager of operations, Rocky Mountain Area, and wife 
Rita, of Denver; William B. Fazakerly, manager of the Los 
Angeles Laboratory and Shops, and wife Louise; and 
William T. Brooks, party chief, and John A. Adams, super
visor, Pacific Coast, land, and wife Katherine, all from 
Bakersfield, California. 

Other Westerners from the Los Angeles office and lab
oratory who attended were J. A. Holton, Mark Holzman, 
Curtis H. Johnson and wife Helen, W. A. Knox, John J. 
Maines and wife Sylvia, John C. Mollere and wife Eloise, 
Ben J. Niehenke and wife Leona, Arley V. Parker and wife 
Lori, Dave Sheffet, Mel J. Wells and wife Phyllis, and Joyce 
(Mrs. Don M.) Blue. 

Some of the wives of the LADC men previously men
tioned were also at the open house. These included Flor
ence Murphree, Bette Sinclair, Dorothy Sherman, Flora 
Sickles, and Margaret Garrison. 

Representative pictures of the open house are shown 
on these pages. 
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Above - Party 62, equipped for 
three types of operations in the 
North Sea, is being "conventional" 
now as plume from shot indicates. 

Left-Now using the "Aquapulse" 
system, the crew has lowered the 
gun into the water via the boom. 

Below left - Having completed its 
pulsing mission, this gun is raised. 

Below right - With this closeup of 
the gun are Jessie Hammond (left) 
and Westerner who directed instal-

PARTY 62 - GRIMSBY, ENGLAND 

RUSSELL ST AN LAND, Reporter 
IAN BOOTH, Photographer 

Party 62 has been working in the North Sea since mid
April under the management of Party Chief AUGUSTO 
BRENDA, who keeps us as far away from shore as possible 
for as long as possible via that modern menace, the Radio 
Telephone link - although the latter has not always been 
achieved because of the ferocious weather that the North 
Sea can unleash. 

This was evident when, on May 18, the crew was run
ning into the Danish port of Esbjerg from a particularly bad 
storm. During the day a yacht was sighted firing distress 
flares; and, upon investigation by Captain W. G. (TINY) 
WILLIAMS, it proved to be the German vessel Vim 11 in a 
disabled condition. TINY took the Western Sea alongside 
the yacht, took off the crew, and put a towline on the yacht. 
The weather proved to be too much; and since the Vim 11 
was slowly being pounded to matchbox size, the owner 
said to "let her go" as it was not worth the risk involved in 
trying to save her. This was duly done, and the Western 
Sea proceeded to Esbjerg with five extra passengers, who 
were none the worse for their harrowing experience. 
(Party 85 also filled the role of rescuer. This crew saved 
two men from a 35-foot boat in a similar incident off New
foundland later in the summer. Here, too, the small boat 
was taken in tow but was pounded to pieces by the .weather 
before shelter could be reached. - Ed.) 

When the weather abated, Party 62 continued its work 
in the Danish sector of the North Sea and then proceeded 
to Dan Helder in Holland for a brief spell. At the present 
time of writing, the crew is working out of Grimsby, Eng
land, on various short contracts, but even these are fre
quently interrupted by the inclement weather. 

The Western Sea is equipped for conventional opera
tions with a shooting boat and for "Dinoseis"® operations 
and is being fitted out with "Aquapulse" equipment. The 
"Aquapulsc" installation is under the direction of JIM 
SQUIRES, who will no doubt be leaving for further ass ign
ments when this is completed. 

And now about party members: Co-ordinator is DANNY 
(BIG DoG) STEGALL, who hails from Shreveport, Louis
iana, and has recently rejoined the Company after a two
year absence. Observer KEN MILLER, who was with us until 
a short time ago, left for a vacation in California. Looking 
after digital continuity is MARTIN WILTSHIRE, one of the 
team from the London office. GEORGE TRAMMELL and 
JESSIE HAMMOND pay great attention to the cable and 
ancillary equipment, ably ass isted by JAN (KIWI) BOOTH, 
who in his spare time is doing all sorts of things with weld
ing equipment preparing the "Aquapulse" hardware. The 
culinary arts arc performed by JOSE CUBAS, who is per
manently sad because no one really does justice to his gar
gantuan meals. 

The ship's crew consists of Captain TINY WILLIAMS, 
Engineer BILL BROWN, and Captain MIL TON BROUSSARD, 
who manage to keep the Western Sea in shipshape fashion 
in spite of the installations being carried out. The shooting 
at the moment being conventional, we have a chartered 
shooting boat named the Clearwater, and here we find 
Shooter DAVE GOODMAN, assisted by Helpers HUGH 
O'HALLORAN, BILL BENHAM, RHYS EVANS, KEITH REID. 
and GORDON WYATT, with TONY ASTER as cook. 

Tranquility near Wills Point, Texas - but not for Party 33 when 
it is necessary to cross such streams with survey chains or cables. 

PARTY 33 (field) - WILLS POINT, TEXAS 

CLARENCE N. HARDIN, Reporter-Photographer 

PROFILE Party Pickings time has come again for Party 
33. We are now located in Wills Point, Texas, which is · 
about 50 miles east of Dallas. 

Since our last report we have some changes in persT
nel, and we welcome to our crew Chief Observer BILLY 
McNEw and Surveyor ALVIN WARREN. Driller T. J. 
BOWEN hitched up with Western in June. Driller HUGH 
RILEY is back with us after being here and there for six 
months, and Driller DOUGLAS HEARD came up from Party 
21 to help HUGH and to run that second shift if necessary. 
In September Drill Helper JAM ES HEARD became a West
erner with Party 33; and when the occasion arises, he 
thinks that he can make a shift with brother DOUG. 

Veteran Shooter DICK ROGERS received his 20-year Ser
vice Pin in August. It is for continuous service - and that 
includes a few shot holes, too. Observer Trainee CHARLES 
HALPAIN seems to be doing very well , but he thinks that his 
cigarette consumption might have increased some lately. 

Below - George Trammell (from left), 
Jessie Hammond, and Lionel Wilhelm 
work on a Party 62 cable. Right - Con
ferring in the recording room of the 
Western Sea are Jim Squires I from left), 
Martin Wiltshire, and Danny Stegall. 

Above-The "Aquapulse" gun with its weight suspended 
below it. Below - George Trammell (from the left), Jim 
Squires, and Jessie Hammond swing the gun inboard. 

Another Party 62 plume. 
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Above - Pa rty 62, equ ipped for 
three types of ope ration s In the 
North Sea, is being "conve ntional " 
now a s plume from sho t indicates. 

Left-Now using the " Aquapulse" 
system , the crew has lowered the 
gun into the wate r via the boom . 

Below left - Having completed its 
pulsing miss ion, this gun is raised. 

Below right - With thi s closeup of 
the gun are Jessie Hammond ( left) 
and Weste rne r who d irected Instal
lation of the "Aquapulse" system 
on the Weste rn Sea, Jim Squires. 

PARTY 62 - GRIMSBY, ENGLAND 

RU SSELL STANLAND, Reporter 
IAN BOOTH, Photographer 

Party 62 has been working in the North Sea since mid
April under the management of Party Chief AUGUSTO 
BRENDA, who keeps us as far away from shore as possible 
for as long as possible via that modern menace, the Radio 
Telephone link - although the latter has not always been 
achieved because of the ferocious weather that the North 
Sea can unleash. 

This was evident when, on May 18, the crew was run
ning into the Danish port of Esbjerg from a particularly bad 
storm. During the day a yacht was sighted firing distress 
flares; and, upon investigation by Captain W. G. (TINY) 
WILLIAMS, it proved to be the German vessel Vim 11 in a 
disabled condition. TINY took the Western Sea alongside 
the yacht, took off the crew, and put a towline on the yacht. 
The weather proved to be too much; and since the Vim 11 
was slowly being pounded to matchbox size, the owner 
said to "let her go" as it was not worth the risk involved in 
trying to save her. This was duly done, and the Western 
Sea proceeded to Esbjerg with five extra passengers, who 
were none the worse for their harrowing experience. 
(Party 85 also filled the role of rescuer. This crew saved 
two men from a 35-foot boat in a similar incident off New
foundland later in the summer. Here, too, the small boat 
was taken in tow but was pounded to pieces by the weather 
before shelter could be reached. - Ed.) 

The Clearwa te r, Pa rty 62 shooting boa t, plows ahead in water un
usually ca lm fo r the North Sea . The weather is often fe rocious. 

When the weather abated, Party 62 continued its work 
in the Danish sector of the North Sea and then proceeded 
to Dan Helder in Holland for a brief spel l. At the present 
time of writing, the crew is . working out of Grimsby, Eng
land, on various short contracts, but even these are fre
quently interrupted by the inc lement weather. 

The Western Sea is equipped fo r conventional opera
tions with a shooting boat and for "Dinoseis"® operations 
and is being fitted out with "Aquapulse" equipment. The 
"Aquapulse" installation is under the direction of JIM 
SQUIRES, who will no doubt be leaving for further assign-
ments when this is completed. . 

And now about party members: Co-ordinator is DANNY 
(BIG DoG) STEGALL, who ha ils from Shreveport, Louis
iana, and has recently rejoined the Company after a two
year absence. Observer KEN MILLER, who was with us until 
a short time ago, left for a vacation in California. Looking 
after digital continuity is MARTIN WILTSHIRE, one of the 
team from the London office. GEORGE TRAMMELL and 
JESSIE HAMMOND pay great attention to the cable and 
ancillary equipment, ably assisted by IAN (KIWI) BooTH, 
who in his spare time is doing all sorts of things with weld
ing equipment preparing the "Aquapulse" hardware. The 
culinary arts are performed by JOSE CUBAS, who is per
manently sad because no one really does justice to his gar
gantuan meals. · 

The ship's crew cons ists of Captain TINY WILLIAMS, 
Engineer BILL BROWN, and Captain MIL TON BROUSSARD, 
who manage to keep the Western Sea in shipshape fashion 
in spite of the installations be ing carried out. The shooting 
at the moment being conventional, we have a chartered 
shooting boat named the Clearwater, and here we find 
Shooter DAVE GOODMAN, assisted by Helpers HUGH 
O'HALLORAN, BILL BENHAM, RHYS EVANS, KEITH REID. 
and GORDON WYATT, with TONY ASTER as cook. 

Tranquility near Wills Poi nt, Texas - but not for Party 33 when 
it is necessary to cross such streams with survey chains or cables. 

PARTY 33 (field) - WILLS POINT, TEXAS 

CLA RENCE N. HA RD IN, Reporter-Photographer 

PROFILE Party Pickings time has come again for Party 
33. We are now located in Wills Point, Texas, which is 
about 50 mi les east of Dallas. 

Since our last report we have some changes in perS<jl
nel, and we welcome to our crew Chief Observer BILLY 
MCNEW and Surveyor ALVIN WARREN. Driller T. J. 
BOWEN hitched up with Western in June. Driller HUGH 
RILEY is back with us after being here and there for six 
months, and Driller DOUGLAS HEARD came up from Party 
2 L to help HUGH and to run that second shift if necessary. 
In September Drill Helper JAMES HEARD became a West
erner with Party 33; and when the occasion arises, he 
thinks that he can make a sh ift with brother DOUG. 

Veteran Shooter DICK ROGERS received his 20-year Ser
vice Pin in August. It is for continuous service - and that 
includes a few shot holes, too. Observer Trainee CHARLES 
HALPAIN seems to be doing very well, but he thinks that his 
cigarette consumption might have increased some lately . 

Below - George Trammell (from left), 
Jessie Ha mmond, a nd Lionel Wilhe lm 
work on a Party 62 cable. Right - Con
fe rring in th e record ing room of the 
Western Sea o re J im Squi res (from left), 
Ma rt in W ilts hi re, a nd Dan ny Stegall. 

Above-The " Aquapulse" gun with its we ight suspended 
be low it. Below - George Trammell (from the leftl, J im 
Squires, and Jess ie Hammond swing the gun inboard. 

Anothe r Party 62 plum e. 



Our cable truck or tractor driver, GLENN WRIGHT, gets 
the cables around, which can be some task, depending 
upon just where the line goes. 

Recording Helper BARRY EFURD has a valid driver's 
license that, he claims, one should have to operate a breast 
reel in Texas. Working with him are JOHNNY WILLIAMS 
and PAUL LINDSEY, who came with us from Winnfield, 
Louisiana. Oms C. WALLS acts as our second shooter when 
we are operating from both ends of our cables. Survey 
Helpers BILL MATTHEWS and LARRY WALKER are stepping 
high trying to stay with ALVIN WARREN. 

Permitman GILBERT FEW tells us that in Texas, Louis
iana, or Mississippi those permits are h ard to get. And to 
th ink that some people call it an easy-money job. 

JOE BILL ROGERS, son of DICK and O PAL R OGERS, was 
married to DONNA CHRESTAIN on August 20. JOE BILL, 
an air force serviceman, is stationed in Austin, Texas. 

Party 32's Chief Observer Dalton Taylor (from left), Helpers Hu
bert Jefferson and Dwayne Suliivan, Shooter Nuel Putnam, and 
Helpers Clifford Crandell, Larry Burns, and Danny Smith take break. 

PARTY 32 - SULPHUR SPRINGS, TEXAS 

TIMOTHY POSTON, Reporter 
HUEY SMITH, Photographer 

As summer rolled around, Party Manager GEORGE 
TOTTEN and Party 32 found themselves in Alvin, Texas, 
faced for their first time with amphibious operations. The 
June sun was already hot as Chief Observer DALTON TAY
LOR drove his recording truck onto a barge under the 
guidance of Assistant Observer HUEY SMITH, Recording 
Helpers HUBERT JEFFERSON and TIM POSTON, and Drill 
Helper GARY LEE. The crew had some difficulty at first 
adjusting to the unfamiliar equipment and working 
conditions. 

By the time we became truly efficient at our new duties, 
we were moved to the "piney woods" of Athens, Texas. 
Everyone on the recording crew was overjoyed at the 
prospect of returning to land. Surveyor CHARLES EDWARDS, 
Rodman D UDLEY Grnes, and other men of the survey 
crew - GARY TOTTEN, FRED DIGIULIO, MURRAY HAR
GRAVE, and ORVILLE THOMPSON - seemed a little gloomy 
at the idea of hacking their way through the thick under
brush in the wooded areas. 

Drillers PERCY GIBBS and AL DAVIS and their assistants, 
R. D. WILLIAMS and LAWRENCE CRIST, moved to Sul
phur Springs, Texas, soon to be followed by the recording 
crew. In Sulphur Springs, Perrnitman LEO IvY, after a three
week vacation, joined WILSON YOAKUM to continue their 
permitting responsibilities. Shooter NUEL PUTNAM also 
returned to us after a two-week vacation in his home town, 
Leon, Oklahoma. Observer Helpers DANNY SMJTH, LARRY 
BURNS, and CLIFFORD CRANDELL were added to the crew 
to replace summer employees. 

Above - Party 32 Drill Helpers Lawrence Crist (from the left) and Raymond Will iams and 
Drillers Al Davis and Percy Gibbs are happy that they have finished anothe r day in the 
woods near Sulphur Springs, Texas. Left - Geysers Western style, courtesy of Party 32! 
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PARTY 64 - HOMER, ALASKA ... 

G. W. DORMANDY, Reporter-Photographer 

Party 64 is at the mainmast of the Dantzler Spruce 
(now Western Spruce), which has seen so much of West 
Coast waters that the Southern accent so commonly as
sociated with Western ships is fading. Of course, it will take 
a few more years to train Captain WILLIS GAUTREAUX and 
Engineer VINCENT TROCHESSET to speak the E nglish that 
we western Westerners understand. 

Last winter saw the Spruce pulling into Homer, Alaska, 
from the Bering Sea, completely covered with ice and carry
ing a cold crew. After she headed south, a short break was 
taken in Seattle during drydocking and then on south again 
for work in Oregon and San Francisco Bay. One night in 
town (San Francisco) was en ugh for Observer GORDON 
(CURLY) ELKINS, Party Chief GARRY DoRMANDY, Instru
ment Supervisor JACK LITCHENBERG, and Observer RoY 
McCLURE as North Beach ("topless land") was a sight 
to behold. 

Christmas and New Years were spent in Long Beach, 
California, with Gunner GEORGE TRAMMELL and Engineer 
(now Captain) DICK GANNON enjoying the sunny days 
while adding a helipo rt and rigging for an Ocean Bottom 
Side-scanning Sonar. Recent revisions to the Spruce now 
include "Aquapulse" operation, which keeps Gunners BILL 
BRAZEL, NED WILLIAMS, EMERY DowsT, and CHARLES 
(CHUCK) WALL on the run. It was installed in September, 
and we find this system superior to any other non-explosive 
energy source. 

The Spruce came into Homer again for "Dinoseis"® 
operations on March 28, and the population of the Horner 
Spit was doubled whenever the seismic boats came into 

Left - Rodman Dudley 
Gibbs (from the left) 
and Surveyors Orville 
Thompson and Charles 
Edwards seem to have 
left the rest of the Par
ty 32's survey crew in 
the woods. Below-Af
ter an Oklahoma vaca
tion Shooter Nuel Put
nam, 25-year Western
er, is ready as usual. 

Top - Me chanic - Gunne r 
Charles IChuckl Wa ll and 
Cook George Ebehnoch relax 
a bit on the Western Spruce 
a s Party 64 operates near 
Homer, Alaska. Right - The 
" Aquapu lse" gun o n th e 
deck, looking forward, Bot
tom- Same gun, looking aft. 

port. Most of the personnel, however, enjoyed their stay as 
Homer is very picturesque. It thrives on the fishing industry 
and summer tourists. Summer is a rather short season in 
Alaska, and sporting activity is in progress 23 hours a 
day as the beverage parlors close from 5 to 6 A.M. Even 
so, VINCENT and NED got their black bear, and GARRY 
shot a moose. Maybe we should not mention that Record
ing Helper TONY DALLAS beat the water to a froth trying 
to catch a trout. 
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Our cable truck or tractor driver, GLENN WRIGHT, gets 
the cables around, which can be some task, depending 
upon just where the line goes. 

Recording Helper BARRY EFURD has a valid driver's 
license that, he claims, one should have to operate a breast 
reel in Texas. Working with him are JOHNNY WILLIAMS 
and PAUL LINDSEY, who came with us from Winnfield, 
Louisiana. Oms C. WALLS acts as our second shooter when 
we are operating from both ends of our cables. Survey 
Helpers BIL L MATTHEWS and LARRY WALKER are stepping 
high trying to stay with ALVIN WARREN. 

Permitman GILBERT FEW tells us that in Texas, Louis
iana, or Mississippi those permits are hard to get. And to 
think that some people call it an easy-money job. 

JOE BILL ROGERS, son of DICK and OPAL ROGERS, was 
married to DONNA CHRESTAJN on August 20. JOE BILL, 
an air force serviceman, is stationed in Austin, Texas. 

Party 32's Chief Observer Dalton Taylor {from left), Helpers Hu
bert Jefferson and Dwayne Suliivan, Shooter Nuel Putnam, and 
Helpers Clifford Crandell, Larry Burns, and Danny Smith take break. 

PARTY 32 - SULPHUR SPRINGS, TEXAS 

TIMOTHY POSTON, Reporter 
HUEY SMITH, Photographer 

As summer rolled around , Party Manager GEORGE 
TOTTEN and Party 32 found themselves in Alvin, Texas, 
faced for their first time with amphibious operations. The 
June sun was already hot as Chief Observer DALTON TAY
LOR drove his recording truck onto a barge under the 
guidance of Assistant Observer HUEY SMITH, Recording 
H elpers HUBERT JEFFERSON and TIM POSTON, and Drill 
Helper GARY LEE. The crew had some difficulty at first 
adjusting to the unfamiliar equipment and working 
conditions. 

By the time we became truly efficient at our new duties, 
we were moved to the "piney woods" of Athens, Texas. 
Everyone on the recording crew was overjoyed at the 
prospect of returning to land. Surveyor CHARLES EDWARDS, 
Rodman DUDLEY Grnns, and other men of the survey 
crew - GARY TOTTEN, FRED DIGIULIO, MURRAY HAR
GRAVE, and ORVILLE THOMPSON - seemed a little gloomy 
at the idea of hacking their way through the thick under
brush in the wooded areas. 

Drillers PERCY GIBBS and AL DAVIS and their assistants, 
R. D. WILLIAMS and LAWRENCE CRIST, moved to Sul
phur Springs, Texas, soon to be followed by the recording 
crew. In Sulphur Springs, Permitman LEO IVY, after a three
week vacation, joined WILSON YoAKUM to continue their 
permitting responsibilities. Shooter NuEL PUTNAM· also 
returned to us after a two-week vacation in his home town, 
Leon, Okl ahoma. Observer Helpers DANNY SMITH, LARRY 
BURNS, and CLIFFORD CRANDELL were added to the crew 
to replace summer employees. 

Above - Party 32 Drill Helpers Lawrence Crist (from the leftl and Raymond Williams and 
Drillers Al Davis and Percy Gibbs are happy that they have finished another day in the 
woods near Sulphur Springs, Texas. Left - Geysers Western style, courtesy of Party 32! 
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PARTY 64 - HOMER, ALASKA ... 

G. W. DORMANDY, Reporter-Photographer 

Party 64 is at the mainmast of the Dantzler Spruce 
(now Western Spruce), which has seen so much of West 
Coast waters that the Southern accent so commonly as
sociated with Western ships is fading. Of course, it will take 
a few more years to train Captain WILLIS GAUTREAUX and 
Engineer VINCENT TROCHESSET to speak the English that 
we western Westerners understand. 

Last winter saw the Spruce pulling into Homer, A laska, 
from the Bering Sea, completely covered with ice and carry
ing a cold crew. After she headed south, a short break was 
taken in Seattle during drydocking and then on south again 
for work in Oregon and San Francisco Bay. One night in 
town (San Francisco) was enQugh for Observer GORDON 
(CURLY) ELKINS, Party Chief GAR~Y DoRMANDY, Instru
ment Supervisor JACK LITCHENBERG, and Observer Roy 
McCLURE as North Beach ("topless land") was a sight 
to behold. 

Christmas and New Years were spen t in Long Beach, 
California, with Gunner GEORGE TRAMMELL and Engineer 
(now Captain) DICK GANNON enjoying the sunny days 
while adding a heliport and rigging for an Ocean Bottom 
Side-scanning Sonar. Recent revisions to the Spruce now 
include "Aquapulse" operation, which keeps Gunners BILL 
BRAZEL, NED WILLIAMS, EMERY DOWST, and CHARLES 
(CHUCK) WALL on the run. It was installed in September, 
and we find this system superior to any other non-explosive 
energy source. 

The Spruce came into Homer again for "Dinoseis"® 
operations on March 28, and the population of the Homer 
Spit was doubled whenever the seismic boats came into 

left - Rodman Dudley 
Gibbs (from the left) 
and Surveyors Orville 
Thompson and Charles 
Edwards seem to have 
left the rest of the Par
ty 32's survey crew in 
the woods. Below-Af· 
ter an Oklahoma vaca
tion Shooter Nuel Put
nam, 25-year Western
er, is ready as usual. 

Top - Mechanic-Gunner 
Charles !Chuck) Wall and 
Cook George Ebehnoch relax 
a bit on the Western Spruce 
as Party 64 operates near 
Homer, Alaska. Right - The 
"Aquapulse" gun on the 
deck, looking forward. Bot
tom-Same gun, looking aft. 

port. Most of the personnel, however, enjoyed their stay as 
Homer is very picturesque. It thrives on the fishing industry 
and summer tourists. Summer is a rather short season in 
Alaska, and sporting activity is in progress 23 hours a 
day as the beverage parlors close from 5 to 6 A.M. Even 
so, VINCENT and NED got their black bear, and GARRY 
shot a moose. Maybe we should not mention that Record
ing Helper TONY DALLAS beat the water to a froth trying 
to catch a trout. 



Fresh salmon, shrimp, king crab, and halibut were en
joyed' during the season and ably prepared by that culinary 
magician, Cook GEORGE EBEHNOCH, who kept the crew 
entertained while at sea with stories about Africa. 

Western is operating two marine crews this summer in 
Alaska, and it is rather difficult to keep track of Co-ordi
nator NEO FERRARI and Chief Observer J. E. (BUBBA) 
BuscHMIHLE as they seem to spend quite a bit of time 
flying from one crew to the other. Recording Helpers 
JOHN JOHNSON, JOHN PARRACK, and PAUL (SWIMMER) 
GouLD have caught onto this flying bit also. When Western 
starts an air crew, it wi11 have experienced personnel. 

Assistant Party Manager VrnsTURS ZAGARS is getting 
itchy feet as winter approaches again and we see snow get
ting lower and lower on the Chugach Range, knowing that 
it will not be too long before some of us head south for 
another winter in sunny California. 
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Beside a column of Western trucks near lmola, Italy, are, from the 
left: Party F-81 's Shooter Silvano Natalini, Observers Fulvio Gar
gano and Anatolio Simoncini, and Party Chief Vincenzo Perrone. 

These Party F-81 men are in a more hilly terrain than are their 
colleagues above. From the left are Assistant Driller lvo Zuffi, 

Driller Carlo Pivanti, and Assistant Driller Pao lo De Lutiis . 

PARTY F-81 - IMOLA, ITALY 

VINCENZO PERRONE, Reporter 
ROMANO TASSI, Photographer 

A digital recorder is also in Italy! Party F-81 , which 
since September 15 has been headquartered in Imola (in 
the province of Bologna) , has the honor of moving it 
around for the first time. We began in the Po Valley, where 
some 20 years ago Western initiated its "Campaign of 
Italy," equipped with a glorious analogic recorder. 

To speak the truth, it is impossible to think of an old 
analogic recorder without feeling a touch of nostalgia. 
True, it was not so "clever" as the new is, nor did it have 
an arithmetic training. It was, however, very generous and 
had the simpatico look of a country farmer. When it did not 
operate, sometimes a powerful slap was ·sufficient to call it 
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to order. This is not possible at all with the new type, 
which looks too distinct and, since it has a "brain," could 
feel offended. 

One of our crew's characteristics is to have amongst its 
personnel the biggest and the smallest observers of Western 
Ricerche Geofisiche. The former is Signor FULVIO GAR
GANO. His size created some difficulties when, in our Pes
cara shop, it came time to install the equipment on the 
truck. We had to face the problem of leaving sufficient 
space between tape and camera to permit Signor GARGANO 
to pass through. The only solution was to measure his cir
cumference at the waist and adjust the installation in con
formity. Thus we overcame the obstacle. 

The second observer, Signor ANATOLio SIMONCINI, does 
not present the least problem of space. Many among West
erners will remember him as he spent several years with 
various marine crews. 

WINTER 1967 

Party F-81 , after many moves, came back to Imola. It 
always deals, however, with short stays. Our party man
ager, ROMANO TAss1, now transferred to our Pescara play
back office, knows how tiresome it can be to relocate here 
and there. It is impossible, for instance, to take along one's 
own family. Many of our personnel, including Party Chief 
VINCENZO PERRONE, who joined our crew a few days ago, 
Observers FULVIO GARGANO and ANATOLlO SIMONCINI, 
Computers BERARDINO Buccr and MARIO BERARDI, and 
the cable man, FRANCO ERASMO, keep their families in 
Pescara (about 190 miles away). Assistant Driller PAOLO 
ROLANDO DE LuT11s comes from Tocco Casauria. in the 
province of Pescara. Other components of Party F-81 who 
have the luck to have their families' residences in a nearer 
country are Drillers FRANCESCO BEZZI, CARLO PIVANTI, 
and GINO GARBETT!; Shooter SILVANO NATALINr; Assis
tant Drillers WALTER PAPPI and ALDO RAGGINI; and Sur
veyor GIUSEPPE CICOGNANI and his assistant, OTTAVIANO 
TORRISI. 

At Party F-81 we all are single people who go to sleep 
soon at night. Imola, a small town in the Romagna region. 
offers savory tortellini (ringlets of dough filled with sea
soned minced meat) but not many entertainments for the 
Westerners alone. On the other hand, the sleeping is very 
healthy, especially when you have to deal with a "con
ceited" digital recorder the following day. 

The town of Imola has medieval and Renaissance build
ings. Among things interesting to be visited are the Gothic 
church of St. Dominic, a collection of pictures, and the 
"Rocca," or fortress, that belonged to the Sforza family. 
The autodrome is an important track, where each year 
international motor and motorcycle races are held. 

Left - Sometimes Party F-81 operates on a hill slope; this drill
ing group is working on the Claderaro Mount near lmola, Italy. 

Below - Surveyor Giuseppe Cicognani is observing a map, and on 
the other side of the Party F-81 Compagno la is Helper Mario Funes. 



Fr~sh salmon, shrimp, king crab, and halibut were en
joyed during the season and ably prepared by that culinary 
magician, Cook GEORGE EBEHNOCH, who kept the crew 
entertained while at sea with stories about Africa. 

Western is operating two marine crews this summer in 
Alaska, and it is rather difficult to keep track of Co-ordi
nator NEo FERRARI and Chief Observer J. E. (BuBBA) 
BuscHMIHLE as they seem to spend quite a bit of time 
flying from one crew to the other. Recording Helpers 
JOHN JOHNSON, JOHN PARRACK, and PAUL {SWIMMER) 
GouLD have caught onto this flying bit also. When Western 
starts an air crew, it will have experienced personnel. 

Assistant Party Manager VIESTURS ZAGARS is getting 
itchy feet as winter approaches again and we see snow get
ting lower and lower on the Chugach Range, knowing that 
it will not be too long before some of us head south for 
another winter in sunny California. 
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Beside a column of Western trucks near lmola, Italy, are, from the 
left: Party F-81 's Shooter Silvano Natalini, Observers Fulvio Gar
gano and Anatolio Simoncini, and Party Chief Vincenzo Perrone . 

These Party F-81 men are in a more hilly terrain than are their 
colleagues above. From the left are Assistant Driller lvo Zuffi, 

Driller Carlo Pivanti, and Assistant Driller Paolo De Lutiis. 

PARTY F-81 - IMOLA, ITALY 

VINCENZO PERRONE, Reporter 
ROMANO TASSI, Photographer 

A digital recorder is also in Italy! Party F-81, which 
since September 15 has been headquartered in lmola (in 
the province of Bologna) , has the honor of moving it 
around for the first time. We began in the Po Valley, where 
some 20 years ago Western initiated its "Campaign of 
Italy," equipped with a glorious analogic recorder. 

To speak the truth, it is impossible to think of an old 
analogic recorder without feeling a touch of nostalgia. 
True, it was not so "clever" as the new is, nor did it have 
an arithmetic training. It was, however, very generous and 
had the simpatico look of a country farmer. When it did not 
operate, sometimes a powerful slap was sufficient to call it 
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to order. This is not possible at all with the new type, 
which looks too distinct and, since it has a "brain," could 
feel offended. 

One of our crew's characteristics is to have amongst its 
personnel the biggest and the smallest observers of Western 
Ricerche Geofisiche. The former is Signor FuL VIO GAR
GANO. His size created some difficulties when, in our Pes
cara shop, it came time to install the equipment on the 
truck. We had to face the problem of leaving sufficient 
space between tape and camera to permit Signor GARGANO 
to pass through. Th(.'. only solution was to measure his cir
cumference at the waist and adjust the installation in con
formity. Thus we overcame the obstacle . 

The second observer, Signor ANATOLio SIMONCINI, does 
not present the least problem of space. Many among West
erners will remember him as he spent several years with 
various marine crews. 

WINTER 1967 

Party F-81, after many moves, came back to lmola. It 
always deals, however, with short stays. Our party man
ager, ROMANO TAss1 , now transferred to our Pescara play
back office, knows how tiresome it can be to relocate here 
and there. It is impossible, for instance, to take along one's 
own family. Many of our personnel, including Party Chief 
VINCENZO PERRONE, who joined our crew a few days ago, 
Observers FULVIO GARGANO and ANATOLIO SIMONCINI, 
Computers BERARDINO BUCCI and MARIO BERARDI, and 
the cable man, FRANCO ERASMO, keep their families in 
Pescara (about 190 miles away). Assistant Driller PAOLO 
ROLANDO DE LUTJIS comes from Tocco Casauria. in the 
province of Pescara. Other components of Party F-81 who 
have the luck to have their families' residences in a nearer 
country are Drillers FRANCESCO BEZZI, CARLO PIVANTI, 
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PARTY V-1 - HOUSTON, TEXAS 

VAN SULLIVAN, Reporter 
R. L. SULLIVAN, Photographer 

Hello again from Party V-1 in Houston. By now most 
of us have seen the Astrodome, Zoo, Battleship USS Texas, 
San Jacinto Monument, NASA Manned Spacecraft Center, 
and fishing spots and recreation areas from Galveston to 
Freeport, Texas. 

Chief Observer ARVEL GUESS, his wife JEAN, and their 
son JIMMY spent part of their vacation surf fishing at 
Galveston. They were having such good luck and such a 
good time that they did not realize their feet were being 
burned by the sands and shells. They spent four days 
doctoring their feet. Driller-Mechanic JOHN CLINGAN and 
wife JOAN have spent several weekends on their boat fishing 
and skiing. One time they caught over 200 fish and were 
so pleased with the quantity that JOHN forgot to tell about 
the big one that got away. 

Above - Driller-Mechanic 
John Clingan I left) and Vi
brator Operalor George Litlle 
repair vibralor os Party Man
ager R. L. Sullivan looks on. 

Left - Observer Hermon 
(Pete) Wininger llefll ond 
Helper Fred Wooley, Porty V-1, 
checking oul a cable break. 

Cloudio Venturini takes time from his correlating 
for Party V-1 in Houston to hove his picture taken. 

Vibrator-Mechonic Lowrance Dowdy Ueftl and ' Driller
Mechanic John Clingan odjust radios on o V-1 vibrator. 

The crew has been here . long enough to explore a pros
pect and see a 17,500-foot-deep well drilled on their work. 
It did make a gas producer. Party V-1 also did the first 
velocity well survey on this well, using vibrators. Party 
Manager R. L. SULLIVAN states that in his 22 years with 
Western this is the first time he has stayed in one location 
Jong enough to see the location of the well site and also 
see it drilled and producing. All of this took place within 
1,000 feet of the office. 

JIMMY GuEss received three awards for the school year 
1966-67, one for perfect attendance, one for non-tardiness, 
and one for good conduct. J JMMY is an eighth grader this 
year. JILL SULLIVAN thought seriously of being a school 
dropout last year when as a freshman she entered senior 
high school with 2,200 other students. Having been a 
Westerner all her life, she knew "nothing ventured nothing 
gained" and went on to be an Honor Roll student and win 
an award as outstanding freshman in the homemaking 
classes. 

WESTERN PROFILE 

Party V-1 Chief Observer Arvel Guess checks 
his recording truck before beginning work. 

Digital Operalor Arthur Teutsch smiles over 
his new Party V-1 digitol recording truck. 

Surveyor DoN CAIN, wife MARIE, and family went to 
Mississippi on their vacation in a new Ford. Vibrator 
Mechanic LAWRENCE DOWDY, his wife DOROTHY, and 
family also went to Mississippi on vacation. Vibrator Op
erator GEORGE LITTLE is "batching" here in Houston as he 
left his wife Jo and son in Shreveport. Digital Operator ART 
TEUTSCH, his wife SHERRY, and daughter joined Party V-1 
in Houston. They came from Party V-3 in Quanah, Texas, 
via Los Angeles where ART picked up a new digital record
ing truck that Party V-1 is now using. 

Other members on the crew are Permitmen DEL WAG
ERS, Ross SPORT, and Bos DovE. Helping DoN CAIN as 
rodman is REX LA PLANTE. Correlator operators are BILL 
GOUDY and CLAUDIO VENTURINI. Observer HERMAN 
(PETE) WININGER and Helpers JAMES REVIA, DICKY 
HARDWICK, FRED WOOLEY, and KEN KAMINSKI round out 
the recording unit. 

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year to all of you 
from all of us. 

WINTER 1967 

PARTY F-60 - POINTED MOUNTAIN, 
NORTHWEST TERRITORIES ... 

J. T. COULL, Reporter 
NICK GOOLIAFF and KNUTE NORD, Photographers 

Pointed Mountain or Fisherman's Lake, take your choice 
and either will get you to Party F-60's location in the 
Northwest Territories. We moved in here early in May, a 
little too early as it happened since there was still a good 
two feet of snow covering the prospect. Not that this in 
itself presents any great problem to our normal summer 
or winter crews in these parts; however, it was a problem 
to F-60. 

This was to be a helicopter operation all the way; and 
while helicopter crews have worked successfully farther 
north in tundra-type country, this was the first time it had 
been tried in this type of terrain. "What type of country is 
it?" Your answer would vary considerably depending on 
whom you asked. Scenic, definitely - though that is sel
dom the description used when the crews come in after a 
rough shift. Most of our lines go up and over the Kota
neelee Range of mountains, between 5,000 and 6,000 feet 
high, not very big as mountains go, but with a load of 
multiple seis or a 60-pound reel of cable on one's back -
they are King Size, all right. 

The first phase of the operation consisted of line cutting, 
power-saw style since the going was too rough for cats to 
be used; and though I do not recall seeing a Company want 
ad for "sawmen with mountaineering experience," that was 
the type required. Thus it is not surprising to find that the 
Rocky Mountain House was home to the majority· of our 
line-cutting crews. Every quarter of a mile they had to 
clear off an area large enough to set out a three-hole pat
tern, also keeping in mind that the taller the timber the 
larger the clearing required by the helicopter. Drillers swear 
that this is the same formula used on them - the rougher 
the digging the deeper the hole required. 

The drilling operation was farmed out to a contract 
driller since Western of Canada has not gone into this type 
of equipment. The drills themselves are roughly equivalent 
to a 200 Mayhew, designed in two parts to match a 204B 

This is Party F-60's camp, with Pointed Mountoin in the background. 
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helicopter's load capacity at sea level and 50°F. Unfor
tunately, that load capacity decreases considerably with in
creasing altitude and temperature, and here we had to con
tend with both. Yes, the temperatures can go up to the 80's 
or 90's in July and August, or snow can fa ll overnight just 
to keep it interesting. Anyhow, temperatures were way 
above normal this year, and the drill crews on completing 
a hole then had to break down their rigs into three or even 
four loads before the helicopter could handle them. 

JIM ASPINALL, JOE PYP ER, KEN BLACKWOOD, and JAN 
ELBE shared the pilots' duties during the operation while 
Mechanics (or is it Engineers?) MAURICE GE RARDIN, 
CLAUDE GERVAIS, and FRED CAMPB ELL kept the rotors 
turning. 

The recording crew moved in at the end of August with 
NICK GooLIAFF as observer. NI CK had been working in the 
Calgary shop since spring; he and JIM NEIS had helped 
ED SELZER design and build the "doghouse" to be used on 
this job. Weight was the limiting factor, and even the foam 
rubber padding on the operator's seat had to be sacrificed. 
After a few months of that Calgary living, however, NICK 
will never miss it. KEN BODDY and BRIAN YOUNG are the 
junior observers, and JIM BRICK and LARS WIDHOLM are 

Cooks Knute Nord Cleft) and Jean Duguay 
pose for the camera by F-60's kitchen door. 

Party F-60's Observer Nick Gooliaff 
checks the record before his shack is 
lifted by helicopter to the next setup. 

Above-The Caribou and the DC-3 un load supp lies at F-60's camp. 

The 2048 he licopter lifts the "doghouse" to its next shot point. 
Because weight was a factor in this very cold cli ma te, thi s re
cording shock was especially built in Western's Calgciry shop. 

Await ing F-60 's heli copter to toke them lo work for the d a y are, 
from the left : Ron Smith, Nick Gooliaff, Jim Brick, J. Schen ke, 
lcin Coull, Ken Bo ddy, B. Scott, Mike Magill, a nd S. Murphy. 

the shooters. JIM and LARS have been with us all summer 
handling the preloading; so knowing their way "around," 
since it is not always possible to go up and over, they are 
also in demand as guides for the line crew. This consists of 
DON BLUNDEN, L ESLIE BROCKMAN, BOB CLARK, IAN 
COULL, Gus HARTMAN, BOB Ku FFLER, MIKE MAGILL, 
DouG MCK EAGUE, MARK SANNERUD, RON SMITH, R EID 
SUTHERLAND, and DON WHITFORD. Quite a number of 
them are on loan from the tracked crews and arrived here 
figuring their legs were in fair shape after slogging through 
muskeg in the Rainbow and Zama Lake areas most of the 
summer. From the amount of Absorbine Junior ordered 
lately, however, we guess that Kotaneelee really gave those 
leg muscles a workout. 

In the kitchen BOB LILLICA, KNUTE NORD, HOWARD 
GA INES, and JEAN DUGUAY have toiled long and well to 
keep us all fed , no small feat considering that at times there 
were as many as 65 men in camp and the kitchen was 
designed for 30. KEN CouLL looked after the field clerk's 
duties from May until the end of August without a break; 
then he left to visit Expo 67 before returning to the Uni
versity of Edmonton in the fall. MARTIN COLMAN took over 
as field clerk, having previously been in F-69's Calgary 
office. 
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This helicopter, used by F-60 in the Northwest Territories, is at 
the fuel cache, as Engineer Fred Campbell checks the tail rotor. 

RAY H. WHITT has been supervising the operation and 
usually. manages to visit us every two weeks or so. He 
just has not hit it right yet to arrive when the fish are going 
after a lure cast their way, and I believe that a "fish fry" 
he has been planning all summer might well tum out to be 
a wiener roast. 

JOCK CouLL is party managing, having been relieved by 
KEN DOBSON and BILL CHERNIAK on the occasions when 
he felt he just had to get away from it all for a spell. JocK 
arrived back in camp complete with golf clubs after one 
time off, the idea being that the airstrip would be an ideal 
d riving range. It would be, too, for anyone who can keep 
them right down the middle ; however, after a couple of 
dozen balls headed out into the bush, JocK decided that 
maybe this was not the place to try to cure a slice. 

Recreation-wise, fishing has been the favorite sport 
since the lake is only a mile or two from camp, and pick
erel, jackfish, and whitefish have provided really good 
sport (and eating) ever since the ice went out in early 
June. Any time now, though, the ice will start building up 
on the lake again and the fish can do whatever fish do in 
the winter while we at the other end of the rod will be 
heading for Calgary and the "normal" pursuits of doodle
buggers afte r a spell in the bush . 

WINTER 19 67 

It is not often a domes tic lci nd crew sees a dest royer, but Party 
9 did - and borrowed this photo from the Rio Vista, Ca lifornia, 
paper os proof. The Rio Vista drawbridge, spanning the Sacra
mento River, is raised to allow this Canadicin destroyer through. 

PARTY 9- RIO VISTA, CALIFORNIA ... 

BONNIE KAMINSKY, Reporter-Photographer 

Party 9 was reactivated in June this year with head
quarters at Rio Vista, California, situated on the Sacra
mento River midway between Sacramento, California, and 
San Francisco. For those who wanted the mountains or the 
ocean, one hour's driving would get them there; but for 
those who did not want the drive, there were 1,200 miles 
of waterways available for swimming, water skiing, boating, 
and fishing. We were living in one of the greatest outdoor 
recreation areas in the nation . 

This delta country is so large that it is never crowded 
and is unique in that it was reclaimed by man more than 
100 years ago and protected from flood waters and h igh 
tides by man-made levees. The elevation of the delta 
lowlands lies between 5 and 20 feet below sea level; and 
the waterways cover 50,000 acres of some of the world's 
richest soil, used to raise sugar beets, asparagus, safflower, 
grain, and tomatoes. 

The area is famous for hunting pheasant, geese, and 
duck and fishing for striped bass, catfish, perch, and even 
huge sturgeons. 

The crew found the waterways just great for off-duty 
hours, but they presented many obstacles in their opera
tion. A boat was rented to use to lay cable across a slough. 
The idea was all right except that the boat started leaking 
the first day it was used. The only available bailing-out 
container was a smal l can. Luckily for all, the water was 
only three feet deep . Needless to say, the boat was turned 
in and has since been replaced by a life raft as part of the 
standard operating equipment on the cable crew. 

Located four miles from Rio Vista is the Brannon Is
land State Recreation Area. Its faci lities consist of 100 
camp sites, boat-launching ramps, a picnicking area, and 
a swimming beach manned by two lifeguards. The wives, 
children, and dogs of Party 67 and Party 9 utilized the 
picnic and swimming faci lities in August. 
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Party 9 is justly proud of Party Chief W. T. (BILL) 
BROOKS, who recently became a television star on Sacra
mento's Channel 10. It all came about when BILL found 
himself with a skeleton crew when school started. He came 
up with the idea of contacting the Youth Opportunity 
Corps. He was asked to appear on the "Action for Young 
People" program to bring before the public the opportun
ities and advantages of employment with Western. The 
response was terrific. BILL found that he had over 50 appli
cants. He interviewed about 25 and hired 6. 

It was most interesting to find that the crew had some 
unusual hobbies. Computer JIM SALLEE is a sky diver 
and promised us pictures. Maybe we shall be fortunate 
enough to have them for our next PROFILE, as well as some 

details. 
LEONARD H ERRERA, a geologist and a newcomer to the 

crew, was an underwater photographer for a skin-diving 
firm. He recently was graduated from Scripps Institute 
of Oceanography, University of California, San Diego, and 
has great hopes that Western will use him in the South 
Pacific or Caribbean. 

Assistant Observer JORGE SIL VA received his private 
pilot license in Monterey, California, five months ago. 
JORGE is from Colombia, speaks four languages, and was 
graduated from Monterey Peninsula College in electronics. 

Party 9 changed operation considerably the last of 
September when they started working out of Sacramento 
and became a digital crew. It is difficult to describe the 
enthusiasm that Party Chief BROOKS and Chief Observer 
Russ KAM INSKY have for the new operation. They can 
talk up a storm about anything you want to discuss as long 
as it is their digital operation. The hours have been long 

but the results rewarding, and the air is filled with a sense 
of pride and achievement. 

If present plans are carried out, the crew should be in 
Bakersfield when the PROFILE goes to press. (The office 
crew is in Bakersfield and the field crew in Wasco, Cali
fornia.) Party 9 wishes to take this opportunity to wish 
everyone 

MERRY CHRISTMAS AND HAPPY NEW YEAR 
from 

THE BILL BROOKS (Party Chief) 
THE JOHN CRANES (Party Manager) 
PAUL ROB INSON (Chief Computer) 
JIM SALLEE (Computer) 
THE HAYWARD JAMES (Computer) 
THE GEORGE RouNTHWAITES (Permitman) 
THE RUSSELL KAMINSKYS (Chief Observer) 
JORGE SILVA (Assistant Observer) 
THE HARRY MEEKERS (Shooter) 
MIKE M. GUNDERSON (Surveyor) 
CHARLIE MARTIN (D riller-Mechanic) 
THE GLENN A. MURRAYS (Driller) 
THE ErLDON FINKBEINERS (Driller) 
DAVID KEARNS (Drill Helper) 
GEORGE CUNNINGHAM (Drill Helper) 
RICKIE NEAL (Shooter) 
THE KARL WOODS (Cable Truck) 
OLIVER B. HAMILTON (Cable Truck) 
BOB DAMERON (Cable Truck) 
LEO BAKER (Cable Truck) 
JOEL SORENSEN (Drill Helper) 
LEN HERRERA (Geophysical Trainee) 

Party 9 is near Sacramento, California. 
1 . Taking a break while working on equip
ment are, from the left: Oliver Hamilton, 
Leo Baker, Rick Neal, Jorge Silva, Karl 
Woods, and Robert Dameron . 2 . Coming 
through the corn field are Oliver Hamilton 
(left) and Robert Dameron ; both were 
hired as a result of Party Chief Bill 
Brooks' TV program. 3 . The survey crew 
also works in the com field, Leonard 
Herrera (left I and Mike Gunderson . 
4. Shown outside the digital recording 

' truck are Jorge Sliva lleftl and Russell 
Kaminsky. S. John Crane watches the 
cable r&pair of Jorge Silva and Leo Baker. 

WESTERN IS PROUD to recognize the 30 years that Charles E . 
C rawford ha~ served the Company. December 15 was Charlie"s 
vyestern anniversary date, the day he became eligible for the 
diamo_nd- and emer.ald-studded JO.Year Service Pin. Thirty 
years 1s a . lo~ of service, especi~lly in a Company only 34 years 
old, but it is such loyal service as Charlie's that has made 
Wester~ Geophysica l the outstanding company it is . 
. Starting as a .laborer (that is what he lpers were called back 
m 1937), Charlie has held almost every position that there is 
on a ~rew .. He began on the drills and worked them until 1943, 
at which time he was chief driller. Then he took up observing 
and ~y. 1951 had become chief observer. Next he did a bit of 
perm1tt111g and then late in 1952 became a party manager. For 
ma ny years he ~lternated between chief observer and party 
man_ager, depend111g upon for which of these two jobs his 
services were needed. In recent years Charlie has been one of 
Western's top co-ordinators. 
. Althou?h his early years with Western were spent on land_ 
m th~ M idwest, Rocky Mountain , and Pacific Coast areas _ 
Charlie became almost strictly a marine-crew man. Up until 
abou_t five years ago he was with parties exploring the Gulf of 
~ex1co an~ one the Cook Inlet in Alaska. Since receivi ng his 
~.5~Year Pm, however, Charlie has gone far ther afield. Jn ad
d~ t1on to H_a_waii and Puerto Rico, his marine work has taken 
him to Bnt1sh Guiana, Venezuela, France, Denmark, New
fou ndland, and Nova Scotia. 

A native of Washington, th is 30-year "veteran" started his 
Weste~n car.eer and his marriage in Compton, Californ ia. His 
ch?rn:i mg wife Judy, a "Western First Lady," had come from 
M1ch1gan to Compton. They met and were married in 1938 as 

Cha~les E. Crowford lrightl rece ives his 30-Year Service Pin from 
President Booth B. Strange. Cha rlie, who had been in Newfound
land as co-ordinator with Party 85 , walked into the Houston office 
when everybody had about given up gelling this picture in time. 
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Charlie ~as st~rting on the dood lebug trai l, on which Judy 
accompanied him. ~or many yea rs. Later they bought a home 
m Lafayet~e , Lou1sian~, where the ir daughter, Betty, completed 
her edu~a!Ion, graduat ing from Southwest Louisiana University. 
~~ey ~till have that same home ; but with Betly married and 
hvmg m Atlanta, Judy has resumed traveling with Charlie and, 
as Judy would , gets the most out of what each foreign port has 
to ofTer. 

When in the States the Crawfords manage trips to Atlanta 
to se~ Bett~, a~d Peter. D~1.ty and their daughter, Kristan Lynn, 
who is the pnde and JOY of her grandparents. Charlie's other 
non-Western interests include playing the organ, bridge, fishing, 
and golfing. He has. always been active in sports. Jn high school 
and college these included football , high hurd les, and other 
track events;_ and he has several trophies and medals to prove 
that he was JUSt as good a sports competitor as he is a versatile 
and valuable Westerner today. 

TRYING TO MAKE the presentation of a 25-Year Service Pin 
to _a dood le?ugger such as Horner Holder is like trying to catch 
a iack rabbit on foot! He moves about so fast that it took a 
r~lay team of the Editor, two vice presidents, and three super
visors b~fore one of ~he latter finally caught up wi th him. 
Homer 1s now an offic ial member of the "25-Year Club" for 
which he was eligi ble September 8. ' 
T~enty-five years ago that day Western hired this native of 

Denison, Texas, as a surveyor for Party 13, a seismic crew, 

Receiving his 25-Year Service Pin is that vete ran Party Chief
Party Manager Homer C. Holder !left) . Supervisor John Adams 
Ba~ersfi~ld , California, succeeded in "catching " Home r in Taft: 
California, to whe re he had moved from Texas to head Party G-2 . 
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up with the idea of contacting the Youth Opportunity 
Corps. He was asked to appear on the "Action for Young 
People" program to bring before the public the opportun
ities and advantages of employment with Western. The 
response was terrific. BILL found that he had over 50 appli
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and then he moved on to Party G-2, a gravity crew, where he 
was made an assistant party chief. Since then Homer has be
come the man with two Western hats, one of which, if labeled , 
would read "Party Chief, Grav ity" and the other "Party Man
ager, Seismic." Not only is he a valuable asset in either type of 
work, but also he can do both on land or on water, on domestic 
or foreign crews. As his supervisor of many years , J. G . (Ferg) • 
Ferguson, said, "He is one of our most experienced party 
chiefs." 

Beginning in 1944 Homer worked almost exclusively in 
gravity for at least six years and went back to it in the early 
'50's for several more years , with seismic work sandwiched in 
between. In fact, capable as he is as a seismic party manager, it 
could be said that the greater par! o l-{omer's career has been 
in gravity. Western tartea its gravity surveys in 1944, and the 
then-fairly new Westerner was party ch ief oi the Company's 
first or secon.d gravity crew. The next year, when Western had 
five gravity crews going at once, Homer acted as assistant to 
Gravity Supervisor Ferguson. (He had worked for Party Chief 
Ferguson before either were Westerners! Wit another explora
tion company, of course.) 

One of Homer's unusu:i\I Western assignments was the EMO. 
This took him around the country visiting Western seismic 
crews to check their surveying with the elevation meter. An
other was as a gravity party chief of a helicopter and widgeon 
operation in Alaska in 1955. 

In addition to Alaska Homer's Western travels have taken 
him to the states of Florida, Georgia, Alabama, Mississippi , 
Louisiana, Arkansas, Oklahoma, Texas, Colorado, Utah, Wy
oming, Nevada, and California. On this continent he has also 
worked in Canada. His foreign jobs have taken him to Ven
ezuela twice and to Iran, both places as a gravity party chief, 
and to Trinidad as a seismic party manager. 

"Easy to work for and interested in employees' welfare" 
has been the report on our "man with the two hats." Having 
no immediate family , Homer concentrates on his work and on 
the stock market. 

Welcome to the "25-Year Club ," Homer. 

"NECESSITY is the mother of invention," it is said, and it has 
brought about a new job classification in Western and pro
motions to two loyal and capable Westerners. Victor J. (Vic) 
Mittasch and J oh.n Harris were the first to be given this new 
title and the ensuing duties. They are now field supervisors. Vic 
carries on in Alaska for C. Q. Williams, assistant supervisor, 
Alaska; and John for Jack M. Desmond, manager of operations, 
Rocky Mountains. Both are well qualified to give the field 
crews close supervision in their respective areas. 

Born in Guthrie, Oklahoma, Vic graduated from Guthrie 
High School and joined the U. S. Navy in 1945. He entered 
the Electronics School, specializing in rad io and radar systems, 
and completed his Navy service as a radar specialist in October 
1949. 

Vic became a Westerner in November 1950 as a junior 
observer in Cali fornia. He quickly proved himself and was 
promoted to observer in February 1952. At the same time he 
persuaded Louise Jacqueline (Jackie) Grimes to say "I do." 
Jackie recalls that almost immediately after the wedding Vic 
left her to make a trip to Los Angeles to pick up a brand-new 
recording truck. 

The next few years saw Vic and his recording crews in 
many areas of central California, including several jobs along 
the streets and alleys of Los Angeles and its suburbs. During 
these periods it was often necessary to work at night to take 
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advantage of the periods of low "traffic and people noise level" 
that interfered with the seismograph reflection signals. 

When Western formed its first track crew for work in 
Alaska in November 1958, Vic was chosen as the observer 
for this operation . He moved to Anchorage with Jackie and 
their three small children, Michael , Victor John, Jr. (Rickie), 
and 6-month -old Cynthia; and Anchorage has been their home 
since that date. 

Vic has seen much varied service in Alaska - with track 
crews, working summer and winter across muskeg swamps and 
along bulldozed trails to the cold , bleak hills and prairies of 
the Alaska North Slope, and with marsh buggies, working 
across the floating tundra of the Alaska Peninsula or playing 
the tides along the mud flats and beaches. More recently he 
has returned to the sea during the summer seasons as Western's 
" navy" explores for petroleum structures in the Cook folet, 
Bristol Bay, the Bering Sea , and the Gulf of Alaska with 
"Dinoseis,'"® "Vibroseis, .. ® and "Aquapulse" seismograph 
systems. 

Vic was promoted to chief observer in 1 960 and to party 
manager in 1962 and was a natural for fie ld supervisor in 
Alaska in 1967. 

Hunting and fishing are Vic's favorite hobbies , but he also 

When Wes tern ma nage ment created the new cla ssifica tion of fie ld 
supervisor, V. J. [Vici Mi ttosch wa s the firs t man to be promoted 
to it. He serves in Alaska, to which he was transferred in 1958. 

enjoys his 8-mm. movie camera, building a new cabinet c.ind 
speaker system for his 4-track high-fideli ty tape recorder, and 
more recently working with Mike and Rickie on and around 
the house after finally deciding to buy a home in Anchorage. 

Among his hunting and fish ing exploits, Vic has bagged 
moose, caribou, deer, ducks, geese, trout, greyling , salmon, 
ptarmigan, spruce hen, and rabbit. His prized trophy, however, 
is the big Dall sheep whose mounted head occupies a place of 
honor in the living room. Vic has been known to tell the tale 
about one winter while he was working in the Copper R iver 
Basin. It seems that the recording crew was plagued with snow
shoe rabbits, wh ich swarmed by the hundreds to gnaw on the 
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rubber-coated seismic cable. It took some fancy shooting to 
hunt _the wh~te rabbits by spotting their pink eyes, or by just 
shooting a httle ahead of their tracks as they formed in the 
s now! At any rate, Vic once brought back a few bunnies just to 
prove his story. 

Though also born in Oklahoma (Konowa), John was a Texan 
when he joined Western in 1951. Behind him were almost 15 
years of service in responsible positions with two other similar 
companies. 

Less than a year after he started as a chief computer with 
Party G-4, John was an assistant party chief and then a "full" 
chief. _His_ vast and extensive experience includes both gravity 
and se1sm1c crews, as well as many states - Texas Louisiana 
California, . Alaska, Arizona, New Mexico, Utah, Nevada: 
Colorado, Wyoming, Montana, and North Dakota. Whenever 
o_ne wants to trace John's whereabouts in recent years, one 
simply looks for Party 66 in past WESTERN PROFILES and 
there will find him leading that crew in some Rocky Mountain 
state. Today he is still in that area but supervising the field 
crews. 

. John had "acquired" his family before Western acquired 
him. He and wife "Tommy" had two daughters, Barbara Jo 
and Brenda Jean. They are justly proud of the girls as 

John Harris was the second man promoted to fie ld sup ervisor. John 
hos w orked in many area s, but the Rocky Mountain sta tes hove 
se<en him the most. Tha t is where he is supervising, out of Denver. 

Westerners can understand, for we have followed Jo and Jean 
throug~ sc~ool to the completion of their masters degrees at 
the University of Texas in Austin in 1964. Both are now teach. 
ing in Amaril lo, Texas, Jo as a science teacher in the Tascose 
High School and Jean a history professor at Amarillo College. 

Golf, says John, is his favorite sport - but he did not 
reveal what he shoots. Readers of the PROFILE know that this 
new field supervisor "shoots" something else, too - pictures. 
!ohn always takes excellent "shots" of the areas and equipment 
in which his men work, and those areas have usually been steep 
and rugged. That description fits the area he travels today as 
field supervisor from Denver, where he and Tommy now live. 

WINTER 1967 

PROMOTED FROM THE RANKS to become Western's newest 
instrument supervisor, on October 1, was Jack Litchenberg. 

Just a little over 11 years before that Jack was a helper. 
That was how he started with Western in May 1956 when he 
was hired for Party 7. By late summer of 1957 he had become 
an _ assistant_ observer and started the real doodlebug trail, 
going to various crews, wherever his services were needed. After 
June 1962 he continued on the trail, but in the capacity of the 
observer fo~ his I?arties, for four years. These years brought 
on changes m equipment and a "jump" for Jack. He was made 
a digital equipment engineer in June 1966; and his travels then 
were from the Los Angeles laboratory, his base, to crews need
ing this specialize~ digital equipment help. With his training 
from the experts m the laboratory and his experience in the 
field, he was a natural for the needed additional instrument 
supervisor. 

In his 11 plus years with Western, Jack has worked in the 
South, the Rocky Mountain area, the western states, and the 
Sahara Desert and the past year or so has been somewhat of a 
commuter between Los Angeles and Alaska . 

Wit~ thi~ native Nebraskan in most of these places have 
been his _wife Nancy and their two daughters, Terri, age 11, 
and Traci, 6. The Litchenbergs now make their home in T hou
sand Oaks, just across the west Los Angeles County line in 
Ventura County; so Jack commutes even when he is working 
on new equipment in the Los Angeles lab. Now that the 
tan:iity. is ~o longer doodlebugging, Terri has become very 
active m G irl Scouts. Jack's outside interest? Well when he has 
time, he likes to play golf. ' 

Jock Litchenberg became Westem's newest 
instrument supervisor with his October 1 
promotion. Jack began his Western career 
11 years earlier as a helper. He was o 
digital equipment engineer at the time of 
his promotion and worked then, as he doe s 
now, out of the Los Angeles laboratory. 
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Among his hunting and fish ing exploits, Vic has bagged 
moose, caribou, deer, ducks, geese, trout, greyling , salmon, 
ptarmigan, spruce hen, and rabbit. His prized trophy, however, 
is the big Dall sheep whose mounted head occupies a place of 
honor in the living room. Vic has been known to tell the tale 
about one winter while he was working in the Copper R iver 
Basin. It seems that the recording crew was plagued with snow
shoe rabbits, wh ich swarmed by the hundreds to gnaw on the 
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rubber-coated seismic cable. It took some fancy shooting to 
hunt _the wh~te rabbits by spotting their pink eyes, or by just 
shooting a httle ahead of their tracks as they formed in the 
s now! At any rate, Vic once brought back a few bunnies just to 
prove his story. 

Though also born in Oklahoma (Konowa), John was a Texan 
when he joined Western in 1951. Behind him were almost 15 
years of service in responsible positions with two other similar 
companies. 

Less than a year after he started as a chief computer with 
Party G-4, John was an assistant party chief and then a "full" 
chief. _His_ vast and extensive experience includes both gravity 
and se1sm1c crews, as well as many states - Texas Louisiana 
California, . Alaska, Arizona, New Mexico, Utah, Nevada: 
Colorado, Wyoming, Montana, and North Dakota. Whenever 
o_ne wants to trace John's whereabouts in recent years, one 
simply looks for Party 66 in past WESTERN PROFILES and 
there will find him leading that crew in some Rocky Mountain 
state. Today he is still in that area but supervising the field 
crews. 

. John had "acquired" his family before Western acquired 
him. He and wife "Tommy" had two daughters, Barbara Jo 
and Brenda Jean. They are justly proud of the girls as 

John Harris was the second man promoted to fie ld sup ervisor. John 
hos w orked in many area s, but the Rocky Mountain sta tes hove 
se<en him the most. Tha t is where he is supervising, out of Denver. 

Westerners can understand, for we have followed Jo and Jean 
throug~ sc~ool to the completion of their masters degrees at 
the University of Texas in Austin in 1964. Both are now teach. 
ing in Amaril lo, Texas, Jo as a science teacher in the Tascose 
High School and Jean a history professor at Amarillo College. 

Golf, says John, is his favorite sport - but he did not 
reveal what he shoots. Readers of the PROFILE know that this 
new field supervisor "shoots" something else, too - pictures. 
!ohn always takes excellent "shots" of the areas and equipment 
in which his men work, and those areas have usually been steep 
and rugged. That description fits the area he travels today as 
field supervisor from Denver, where he and Tommy now live. 

WINTER 1967 

PROMOTED FROM THE RANKS to become Western's newest 
instrument supervisor, on October 1, was Jack Litchenberg. 

Just a little over 11 years before that Jack was a helper. 
That was how he started with Western in May 1956 when he 
was hired for Party 7. By late summer of 1957 he had become 
an _ assistant_ observer and started the real doodlebug trail, 
going to various crews, wherever his services were needed. After 
June 1962 he continued on the trail, but in the capacity of the 
observer fo~ his I?arties, for four years. These years brought 
on changes m equipment and a "jump" for Jack. He was made 
a digital equipment engineer in June 1966; and his travels then 
were from the Los Angeles laboratory, his base, to crews need
ing this specialize~ digital equipment help. With his training 
from the experts m the laboratory and his experience in the 
field, he was a natural for the needed additional instrument 
supervisor. 

In his 11 plus years with Western, Jack has worked in the 
South, the Rocky Mountain area, the western states, and the 
Sahara Desert and the past year or so has been somewhat of a 
commuter between Los Angeles and Alaska . 

Wit~ thi~ native Nebraskan in most of these places have 
been his _wife Nancy and their two daughters, Terri, age 11, 
and Traci, 6. The Litchenbergs now make their home in T hou
sand Oaks, just across the west Los Angeles County line in 
Ventura County; so Jack commutes even when he is working 
on new equipment in the Los Angeles lab. Now that the 
tan:iity. is ~o longer doodlebugging, Terri has become very 
active m G irl Scouts. Jack's outside interest? Well when he has 
time, he likes to play golf. ' 

Jock Litchenberg became Westem's newest 
instrument supervisor with his October 1 
promotion. Jack began his Western career 
11 years earlier as a helper. He was o 
digital equipment engineer at the time of 
his promotion and worked then, as he doe s 
now, out of the Los Angeles laboratory. 
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WHEN THE WEATHERMAN SAYS temperatures on a Sunday 
in Southern California will be in the 90's with winds in the 
afternoon, a person just has to go on a picnic; and that is what 
Westerners in the Los Angeles area did on October 15. 

T he occasion was the first Western Geophysical Company 
picnic for employees from the Los Angeles office, the Los 
Angeles laboratory and shops, th Los Angeles Digital Center, 
and the Beverly Hills office. 

The picnic was scheduled from l l A.M. to 5 P.M. at the 
Disabled American Veterans Park in Woodland Hills, Cali
fornia, 25 mi les northwest of downtown Los Angeles. Food and 
beverages were provided by a picnic catering serv' ce, which also 
organized games for "ch ildrea" of all ages and awarde~ pri~es 
to the winners. A baseball fie d , a vo lleybal l court , a sw imming 
pool , and a lodge provitled aciljties for various types of recrea
tion ; and the Westerners with tiheir fami lies - 200 a ults and 
100 children made the pi nic an unqualified success. 

Early arr ivers organized the first friendly competition on the 
volleyball court. Two teams bounded and bounced for an hour 
- until the baU became the picnic's first casualty as it was 
punctured into oblivion. Then to many a hungry youngster's 
delight , food was se rved. Generous su pplies of barbecued ~eef, 
hot dogs, potato salad, pickles, ice cream, and coffee disap
peared fast. (Conservative estimators indicate that most of the 
children had four helpings of ice cream each!) 

After lunch games were organ ized. For an hour men ran 

Right - That foll day in Los Angeles was 
more like a summer day, but Western gals 
at the picnic could still kick - literally . 
They are lined up for the "shoe kick" 
contest. Each participant had one shoe 
loose, and the object was to kick hers 
farther than did anyone else. Some kicks 
were far; others were high, Rockettes? 
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around wearing girdles; children ate berry pies on the ground 
(no hands, please!); women tried to race to a finish line with 
bal loons held between the ir legs; sons squirted fathers between 
the eyes with water pistols ; girls kicked their shoes into the 
air; husbands and wives tossed raw eggs back and forth ; and 
children picked up peanuts from a mound of flour with their 
teeth . 

The two contests kibi tzers enjoyed above all others were 
between teams of husbands and wives. 

In the first the husband rested on his back wi th an empty 
pop bo ttle balanced on his forehead and was not allowed to use 
his hand s to keep it there. His wife was supposed to fill a paper 
cup with water from a bucke t and then pour it into the pop 
bott le. The first team to fill the bottl e won. Needless to say, 
exactly one-ha lf of the contestants in this game required towels 
at game's end. 

The second was the ''rubber-band race.'' Wives lined up 
behind their husbands facing in the same direction while two 
rubber strips cut from inner tubes were secured around their 
left and right ank les, binding each husband and wife together. 
The teams ran (stumbled , hopped, rolled) from one end of a 
field to the other, where the wife crawled through her husband's 
legs and stood up in front of him. The bands, of course, still 
secured their ankles. The first couple to arrive back at the start
ing line in thi s new position was the winner. 

Prizes were awarded to first -, second-, and third-place finish-

Left - One of the most enjoyed contests 
(by the spectators, at least)_ at the Los 
Angeles Westerners' foll picnic was the 
" rubber-band" race . With the woman be
hind the man, each couple's right and 
left legs were fastened together with 
inner-tube strips I see couple at right, 
under the " A" I , and they had to rqce 
that way. The starting line is shown; only 
a few couples reached the finish line. 
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ers in the games. There were 15 games in al l, and the biggest 
winners were Bob Martin and his fami ly of the Los Angeles 
laboratory and Jim Mullenix of the LADC with his family. 
Bob's group accounted for a habachi , a flashlight , a dresser 
mirror, a bottle of perfume, and a beach ba ll. Jim 's fami ly won 
a gun lighter, a bathroom sea l , a beach bag, a paint set, and a 
branding iron. Incide tall , Ji and his wife fin ished first in 
both the "rubo r-band race" and the ' bottle-filling contest. " 

After the games some picnickers layed softbal l or foo tball ; 
some went swimming; s me tossed h~rseshoes ; some danced to 
the music o a juke bo in the lodge; anp so 1e just talked and 
rel axed with their families and friends. 

The softball game turned up two ajor- eagu · pitching 
prospects. Winner Stan Sch oeder and loser Don Jue, both of 
the Los Ange les office, allowed one earned run each through 
seven innings, but Stan's team managed to eke out a narrow 
15-run victory. 

After the dust settled over the athletic fields, three casualties 
were discovered. Jim Robinson , Los Angeles office, had 
smashed his gl sses playing volleyball; and David Barish, also 
of the Los Angeles office, suffered a bone separat ion in his 
wrist during the exuberance of the softball contest. John 
Maines, Los Angeles lab, the catcher on the winning team, 
split the seat of his trousers reaching for a low pitch and had to 
retire from the game. 

Vice President Tom Slaven and Executive Assistant Don 

Right - One of Western's major league 
pitch ing prospects, Don (Sandy Koufoxl 
Blue, lets go with o high one to an uniden• 
tified batter from opposing pitcher Stan 
Schroeder's team. First baseman Mike 
Klein and outfielder Karen Robinson wait 
patiently for something to happen. This 
outfie lder is the 16-year-old daughter 
of Jim and Lee and is as avid a baseball 
fan as her dad. Below - With so many 
trying, someone should catch it! Though 
it cannot be seen here, the ball is very 
high (above the white-shirted player with 
back to camera and head tilted way back! 
and clearly di scernible in a sky filled 
with very black smoke, not light blue. 

WI NTER 1967 

Blue were the unofficial hosts of the picn ic. Among the guests 
were Western's former Chairman of the Board Henry Salvatori 
and wife Grace and former Vice President V . E. Prestine with 
wife Geraldine. John A. Adams, supervisor, Pacific Coast, land, 
and fam il y and W. T . Brooks, party chief, traveled from Bakers
field , Ca li fornia, to a ttend the picnic. 

When the last Westerners left for home at 6:30 P.M., they 
were pleased and ti red. The few aching musc les at work on 
Monday did nothing to destroy the genera l attitude of those 
who made the journey to Woodland Hills. The consensus? It 
was great! 

(We thank our vice president , Tom Sla ven, for som e pic
tures of the picnic activities. Your Editor "struck out" on this 
because on her way to the DAV Park she heard on the car 
mdio that one of several canyon brush fires burning in Southern 
California that day was heading toward Los Virgenes Canyon; 
so she continued on west on the freeway to help evacuate her 
brother and his family from their home in that canyon. To our 
many Western friends who may he wondering we are happy to 
report that although we drove through smoke and f lames to 
find our family, they were safe and later learned that the fire 
men had stopped the fire within 50 feet of their ho1-ne. We are 
also happy that our boss is a camera bug and thus "pinch hit" 
for us.) 
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WHEN THE WEATHERMAN SAYS temperatures on a Sunday 
in Southern California will be in the 90's with winds in the 
afternoon, a person just has to go on a picnic ; and that is what 
Westerners in the Los Angeles area did on October 15. 

The occasion was the first Western Geophysical Company 
picnic for employees from the Los Angeles office, the Los 
Angeles laboratory aod shops, the Lo_s Angeles Digital Center, 
and the Beverly Hills office. 

The picnic was scheduled from J 1 A.NI . to 5 P.M . at the 
Disabled American Veterans Park in Woodland Hills, Cali
fornia, 25 miles northwest of downtown Los Angeles. Food and 
beverages were provided by a picnic cateri ng service, which also 
organized games for "c~1ildren '' of all ages and awarded prizes 
to the wi nners. A baseball fi Id , a volleyball court, a swimm ing 
pool, and a lodge provided faciljties for various types of recrea
tion ; and the Westerners with heir fami li es - 200 aClults and 
100 children made the picnic a unqualified success. 

Early arrive rs organized the first friendly compe ti tion on the 
volleyball court. Two teams bounded and bounced for an hour 
- until the ball became the picnic's first casualty as it was 
punctured into oblivion. Then to many a hungry youngster's 
delight , food was served. Generous suppl ies of barbecued beef, 
hot dogs, potato salad, pickles, ice cream, and coffee disap
peared fast. (Conservat ive estimators indicate that most of the 
children had four helpings of ice cream each!) 

After lunch games were organized . For an hour men ran 

Right - That fall day in Los Angeles was 
more like a summer day, but Western gals 
at the picnic could still kick - literally. 
They are lined up for the "shoe kick" 
contest. Each participant had one shoe 
loose, and the object was to kick hers 
farther than did anyone else. Some kicks 
were far; others were high. Rockettes? 
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around wearing girdles; chi ldren ate berry pies on the ground 
(no hands, please!); women tried to race to a finish line with 
balloons held between their legs ; sons squirted fathers between 
the eyes with water pistols ; girls kicked their shoes into the 
air; husbands and wives tossed raw eggs back and forth; and 
children picked up peanuts from a mound of flour with their 
teeth . 

The two contests kibitzers enjoyed above all others were 
between teams of husbands and wives. 

Jn the first the husband rested on his back with an empty 
pop bott le balanced on his forehead and was not al lowed to use 
his hands to keep it there . His wife was supposed to fill a paper 
cup with water from a bucket and then pour it into the pop 
bottle. The first team to fill the bottle won. Needless to say, 
exactly one-half of the contestants in this game required towels 
at game's end. 

The second was the "rubber-band race.'' Wives lined up 
behind their husbands facing in the same direction while two 
rubber strips cut from inner tubes were secured around their 
left and right ankles , binding each husband and wife together. 
The teams ran (stumbled, hopped , rolled) from one end vf a 
field to the other, where the wife crawled through her husband's 
legs and stood up in front of him. The bands. of course, still 
secured their ankles. The first couple to arrive back at the start
ing line in this new position was the winner. 

Prizes were awarded to first -, second-, and third-place firush-

Left - One of the most enjoyed contests 
(by the spectalors, at least) at the Los 
Angeles Westerners' fall picnic was the 
"rubber-band" race . With the woman be
hind the man, each couple's right and 
left legs were fastened together with 
inner-tube strips (see couple at right, 
under the "A"), and they had to roce 
that way. The starting line is shown; only 
a few couples reached the finish line. 
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ers in the games. There were 15 games in all, and the biggest 
winners were Bob Martin and his fami ly of the Los Angeles 
laboratory and Jim Mullenix of the LADC with his family. 
Bob's group accounted for a habachi , a flashlight, a dresser 
mirror, a bottle of perfume, and a beach ball. Jim's family won 
a gun lighter, a bathroom scale, a beach bag, a paint set, and a 
branding iron. Incidentally, Jim fi ll his wife finished first in 
both the " rubber -band race" and the " bottle-filling contest. " 

After the games ome picnickers played softball or football; 
some went swimming; some tossed hor eshoes; some danced to 
the music of a juk;,e box in the lodge; and some just talked and 
relaxed with their fami li es and friends. 

The softball game turl'led up two major-leagu pitching 
prospects. Winner Stan Schroeder and loser Don Blue, both of 
the Los Angeles office, allowed one earned r:un each through 
seven innings, but Stan's teai;n managed to eke out a narrow 
15-run victory. 

After the dust settled over the athletic fields, three casualties 
were discovered. Jim Robinson, Los Angeles office, had 
smashed his glasses playing vo lleyball ; and David Barish, also 
of the Los Angeles office, suffered a bone separation in hi s 
wrist during the exuberance of the softball contest. John 
Maines, Los Angeles lab, the ca tcher on the winning team , 
spli t the seat of his trousers reaching for a low pitch and had to 
retire from the game. 

Vice President Tom Slaven and Execut ive Assistant Don 

Right - One of Western's major league 
pitching prospects, Don I Sandy Koufaxl 
Blue, lets go with a high one lo an uniden
tified bolter from opposing pitcher Stan 
Schroeder's team. First baseman Mike 
Klein and outfielder Karen Robinson wait 
patiently for something to happen. This 
outfielder is the 16-year-old daughter 
of Jim and Lee and is as avid a baseball 
fan as her dad. Below - With so many 
trying , someone shquld catch it! Though 
it cannot be seen here, the ball is very 
high !above the white-shirted player with 
back to camera and head lilted way back) 
and clearly discernible in a sky filled 
with very black smoke, not light blue. 

Blue were the unofficial hosts of the picnic. Among the guests 
were Western's former Chairman of the Board Henry Salvatori 
and wife Grace and former Vice President V. E. Prestine with 
wife Geraldine. John A. Adams, supervisor, Pacific Coast, land, 
and family and W. T. Brooks, party chief, traveled from Bakers
field , California, to attend the picnic. 

When the last Westerners left for home at 6:30 P.M. , they 
were pleased and tired. The few aching musc les at work on 
Monday did nothing to destroy the general attitude of those 
who made the journey to Woodland Hills. The consensus? It 
was great! 

(We thank our vice president , Tom Slaven, for some pic
tures of the picnic activities. Your Editor "struck out" on this 
because on her way to the DAV Park she heard on the car 
radio that one of several canyon brnsh fires burning in Southern 
California that day was heading toward Los Virgenes Canyon; 
so she continued on west on the freeway to help evacuate her 
brother and his family f ro111 their home in that canyon. To our 
many Western friends who may be wondering we are happy to 
report that although we drove through smoke and flames to 
find our family, they were safe and later learned that the fire
men had stopped the fire within 50 feet of their home. We are 
also happy that our boss is a camera bug and thus "pinch hit" 
for us.) • 



THE BIG JUMP from Los Angeles to Houston has been com
pleted by Carl Savit , Dr. C. S. Wu, and Gene Naparst. Al
though roughly 44,000 pounds of filing cabinets, personal 
effects, household goods, and the research library were involved 
in Lhe move, there were only minor mishaps. When a partially 
filled van showed up lo pick up Carl's household goods, the 
van could not hold it all ; so part of his goods was shipped one 
day and the other parl the next. To compound problems, his 
new home in Houston was not ready to move into, which 
meant that his belongings had to go into storage. Well , it 
appears that different parts of the warehouse were used to store 
the separate shipments, which resulted in some items being 
" lost" for a while. Happy ending - everything finally showed 
up. W. A. (Al) Knox has joined the gang in Houston , too, but 
his home is still in Los Angeles. Hope you find that lucky buyer 
soon, Al! 

Flash! The lights just flickered . No sooner did we move in 
than Hurricane Beulah decided to greet us with a heavenly 
chorus, conducted by Goddess Meteora featuring thunderclaps, 
40 tornadoes in 36 hours, thunderstorms, and lightning accom
panied by high winds and floods. Even those two-inch Texas 
roaches are scared. - Gene Naparst . 

EVER READ the "25 Years Ago" items in your home-town 
newspaper and have your name pop out at you? Supervisor 
Thomas D. Sinclair did late this summer, and following is 
what the Kansas newspaper revealed to our Pacific Coast 
supervisor had happened to him on August 2, 25 years ago: 

"Humboldt: Tommy Sinclair, who has a long unbroken 
record of Sunday School attendance, found that he would have 
to work yesterday and couldn 't be present at Sunday School. 
Nat Armel, teacher of the class, however, was equal to the 
emergency. He adjourned the class meeting to the filling sta tion 
where Sinclair is employed . The meeting was held there and 
Sinclair's record is intact ... 

CONTINUING TO REAP scholastic honors , Cadet David Mur
phree was selected this summer for an Air Force ROTC 
financial assistance grant, which started with his fall term at 
Loyola University, Los Angeles. Grades were the factor in the 
selection of 600 students from 153 colleges and universities to 
receive the grants. and high grades are a habit with David. A 
sophomore pre-law student, he will receive the grant for three 
years if he continues to qualify. The grant covers the cost of 
full tuition, laboratory expenses, incidental fees, and an allow
ance for textbooks. David is the son of H. F. (Murph) and 
Florence Murphree, Woodland Hills, California. Murph is 
manager of operations, Pacific Coast , and head of Western's 
new facility in Beverly Hills. 

NEWS FROM THE HARDIN FAMILY, not the Hardin crew, re
veals that Clarence and Audie's older son, Neal, was included 
on the dean's honor roll for the summer session at Central 
State College in Edmond, Oklahoma, with a 3.0 or better grade 
average. Neal, a senior, hopes to graduate in January. Mary 
Una, his wife, received her masters degree from the University 
of Oklahoma and is employed by the State Library. Also going 
to school in Oklahoma is Mike, the Hardins' younger son. A 
senior at Weatherford High School, he has lettered in track 
the past two years and has been neither absent nor tardy for 
three years. Clarence and Audie bought a home in Weather
ford; and while he is managing Western crews, she is managing 
the home, Mike, and a shoe store. 
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NEW ORLEANS WESTERNERS traveled near and far on vaca
tions this summer. Supervisor J . P . (Jim) Denniston , Erline, 
Brenda, and Jimmy went to California 10 visit Jim's famil y. 
Jim made a quick trip to the Del Mar race track and won on a 
long shot. We were very glad to have him back in the office 
after his well-deserved vacation. 

Vicki Carleton , daughter of New Orleans Data Storage "Girl 
Friday. " Mrs. Fay Carleton, has returned from a tour of 
Europe. As a graduating student of the Dallas Fashion Mer
chandising School in Dallas, Texas, Vicki toured with a group 
of fellow students. Points of interest included London , Paris, 
Rome, Switzerland, Holland , and the French Riviera. Visits to 
top fashion houses proved to be a very exciting part of the trip 
for these fashion-conscious young ladies. Upon Vicki's return, 
Fay and her husband attended their daughter 's graduation 
exercises. 

Getting in the car and heading out west this summer were 
R. D. (Bob) De Journette and family , of New Orleans Data 
Storage. Carlsbad Caverns was a vague objective, and we 
might add that they did reach it , but en route to and from they 
visited Abilene, Texas; Cloud Croft, White Sands, and Las 
Cruces. New Mexico ; El Paso and Austin , Texas; and Juarez, 
Mexico. "Mr. Bob's" 13-year-old twin girls took along two 
girl friends on this trip. (Two teenagers are not enough?) We 
all know that they had a "fun time," but from the abundance 
of post ca rds to us here at the office, we have not figured out 
how they had much time to play. 

Computer Jack Whytock, also of New Orleans Data Storage, 
left on his vacation in June with every intention of going to 
Canada. The airplane slrike caught him, however, and he had 
to do a complete about-face and arrived in a balmy climate, 
under a sun-filled sky in Miami. After Jack had resigned him
self to the abrupt change of plans, he checked into a hotel and 
immediately ran into some old buddies he had worked with in 
South America. Needless to say, Jack had an enjoyable trip. 
Canada? Well , maybe next year! 

ln September vacation time arrived for Utility Clerk Albert 
Wilson, New Orleans Data Storage. Al had been considering 
buying a new car; so he decided to take the kind of vacation we 
all envy - he stayed at home relaxing. - Beverly Harrison . 

Grandfather Clarence Hardin proudly shows off san Neal's little 
daughter, Tiffani Lee, who is a living, blonde doll, of Oklahoma. 
Clarence is the party manager of Party 33 now in Mexia, Texas. 

THE WEDDING of Yvette Buschmihle and Jerry H atcher took 
place F riday, September I , in Anchorage, A laska. Yvette is 
the daughter of Chief Observer Joe E. (Bubba) Buschmihle 
and wi fe Peggy. A bridal shower was held fo r Yvette September 
14 at the home of Fi eld Supervisor Y. J. (Vic) and J ackie 
Mittasch and was attended by many of the Western wives in 
Anchorage. - Mae Ferrari. 

This lovely bride is 
Mrs . Jerry Hatcher, 
who was married at 
Anchorage, Alaska, on 
September 1. Yvette 
is the daughter of 
Chief Observer Joe E. 
and Peggy Buschmihle. 

Wives and "kids" of Parties 67 and 9 enjoyed an all-day picnic 
at Brannon Island State Park near Rio Vista, California. Guest of 
honor was Bonnie (Mrs. Russi Kaminsky's mother, of Ogden, Utah. 

WINTER 1967 

PARTY 67 LANDED in a fisherman's parad ise in Rio Vista, 
Ca li fo rnia! All interested crew members acquired the ir fishing 
licenses; and as you might expect, we heard some ta ll fish 
sto ries. Pcrmitm en C. A. (John) Hesser and Bill Hull caught 
black bass in a secret fishing hole. It had to be secret because 
no one else caught any. Driller Mike Blanchard's wife, Ann, is 
the onl y one who landed a striped bass big enough to keep -
19 l/2 inches long. We are a ll still waiting for the really big 
one, though . 

Driller Fred Leo na rd and wife Jenny have re turned from 
their leave of absence in Wyoming. Welcome home! There is 
not much warm water in Wyoming; so Jenny did a lot of 
swimming on their return. 

The wives and children o f Parti es 9 and 67 got together for 
an all -day picnic at Brannon Island State Park . Everyone 
seemed to enjoy it . There was plenty of good food to go 
along with the good company and swimming. (Since the fore
going was written. Party 67 has moved to Delano, California. 
-Ed.) 

Best wishes to a ll for the Holiday Season! - Ann Blanchard. 

Above - Coming off one of the rides at the California State Fair 
in Sacramento are, from the left : Computer frank Hersey, wife 
Cindy, Gloria Williams, and Observer Cal Williams, of Party 67. 

Below-The only sturgeon caught by Party 67 so far was landed by 
Observer Cal Williams ' wife Gloria. Unfortunately, it was below 
minimum size and was returned for another day's catch !we hope!). 



THE BIG JUMP from Los Angeles to Houston has been com
pleted by Carl Savit , Dr. C. S. Wu, and Gene Naparst. Al
though roughly 44,000 pounds of filing cabinets, personal 
effects, household goods, and the research library were involved 
in Lhe move, there were only minor mishaps. When a partially 
filled van showed up lo pick up Carl's household goods, the 
van could not hold it all ; so part of his goods was shipped one 
day and the other parl the next. To compound problems, his 
new home in Houston was not ready to move into, which 
meant that his belongings had to go into storage. Well , it 
appears that different parts of the warehouse were used to store 
the separate shipments, which resulted in some items being 
" lost" for a while. Happy ending - everything finally showed 
up. W. A. (Al) Knox has joined the gang in Houston , too, but 
his home is still in Los Angeles. Hope you find that lucky buyer 
soon, Al! 

Flash! The lights just flickered . No sooner did we move in 
than Hurricane Beulah decided to greet us with a heavenly 
chorus, conducted by Goddess Meteora featuring thunderclaps, 
40 tornadoes in 36 hours, thunderstorms, and lightning accom
panied by high winds and floods. Even those two-inch Texas 
roaches are scared. - Gene Naparst . 

EVER READ the "25 Years Ago" items in your home-town 
newspaper and have your name pop out at you? Supervisor 
Thomas D. Sinclair did late this summer, and following is 
what the Kansas newspaper revealed to our Pacific Coast 
supervisor had happened to him on August 2, 25 years ago: 

"Humboldt: Tommy Sinclair, who has a long unbroken 
record of Sunday School attendance, found that he would have 
to work yesterday and couldn 't be present at Sunday School. 
Nat Armel, teacher of the class, however, was equal to the 
emergency. He adjourned the class meeting to the filling sta tion 
where Sinclair is employed . The meeting was held there and 
Sinclair's record is intact ... 

CONTINUING TO REAP scholastic honors , Cadet David Mur
phree was selected this summer for an Air Force ROTC 
financial assistance grant, which started with his fall term at 
Loyola University, Los Angeles. Grades were the factor in the 
selection of 600 students from 153 colleges and universities to 
receive the grants. and high grades are a habit with David. A 
sophomore pre-law student, he will receive the grant for three 
years if he continues to qualify. The grant covers the cost of 
full tuition, laboratory expenses, incidental fees, and an allow
ance for textbooks. David is the son of H. F. (Murph) and 
Florence Murphree, Woodland Hills, California. Murph is 
manager of operations, Pacific Coast , and head of Western's 
new facility in Beverly Hills. 

NEWS FROM THE HARDIN FAMILY, not the Hardin crew, re
veals that Clarence and Audie's older son, Neal, was included 
on the dean's honor roll for the summer session at Central 
State College in Edmond, Oklahoma, with a 3.0 or better grade 
average. Neal, a senior, hopes to graduate in January. Mary 
Una, his wife, received her masters degree from the University 
of Oklahoma and is employed by the State Library. Also going 
to school in Oklahoma is Mike, the Hardins' younger son. A 
senior at Weatherford High School, he has lettered in track 
the past two years and has been neither absent nor tardy for 
three years. Clarence and Audie bought a home in Weather
ford; and while he is managing Western crews, she is managing 
the home, Mike, and a shoe store. 
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NEW ORLEANS WESTERNERS traveled near and far on vaca
tions this summer. Supervisor J . P . (Jim) Denniston , Erline, 
Brenda, and Jimmy went to California 10 visit Jim's famil y. 
Jim made a quick trip to the Del Mar race track and won on a 
long shot. We were very glad to have him back in the office 
after his well-deserved vacation. 

Vicki Carleton , daughter of New Orleans Data Storage "Girl 
Friday. " Mrs. Fay Carleton, has returned from a tour of 
Europe. As a graduating student of the Dallas Fashion Mer
chandising School in Dallas, Texas, Vicki toured with a group 
of fellow students. Points of interest included London , Paris, 
Rome, Switzerland, Holland , and the French Riviera. Visits to 
top fashion houses proved to be a very exciting part of the trip 
for these fashion-conscious young ladies. Upon Vicki's return, 
Fay and her husband attended their daughter 's graduation 
exercises. 

Getting in the car and heading out west this summer were 
R. D. (Bob) De Journette and family , of New Orleans Data 
Storage. Carlsbad Caverns was a vague objective, and we 
might add that they did reach it , but en route to and from they 
visited Abilene, Texas; Cloud Croft, White Sands, and Las 
Cruces. New Mexico ; El Paso and Austin , Texas; and Juarez, 
Mexico. "Mr. Bob's" 13-year-old twin girls took along two 
girl friends on this trip. (Two teenagers are not enough?) We 
all know that they had a "fun time," but from the abundance 
of post ca rds to us here at the office, we have not figured out 
how they had much time to play. 

Computer Jack Whytock, also of New Orleans Data Storage, 
left on his vacation in June with every intention of going to 
Canada. The airplane slrike caught him, however, and he had 
to do a complete about-face and arrived in a balmy climate, 
under a sun-filled sky in Miami. After Jack had resigned him
self to the abrupt change of plans, he checked into a hotel and 
immediately ran into some old buddies he had worked with in 
South America. Needless to say, Jack had an enjoyable trip. 
Canada? Well , maybe next year! 

ln September vacation time arrived for Utility Clerk Albert 
Wilson, New Orleans Data Storage. Al had been considering 
buying a new car; so he decided to take the kind of vacation we 
all envy - he stayed at home relaxing. - Beverly Harrison . 

Grandfather Clarence Hardin proudly shows off san Neal's little 
daughter, Tiffani Lee, who is a living, blonde doll, of Oklahoma. 
Clarence is the party manager of Party 33 now in Mexia, Texas. 

THE WEDDING of Yvette Buschmihle and Jerry H atcher took 
place F riday, September I , in Anchorage, A laska. Yvette is 
the daughter of Chief Observer Joe E. (Bubba) Buschmihle 
and wi fe Peggy. A bridal shower was held fo r Yvette September 
14 at the home of Fi eld Supervisor Y. J. (Vic) and J ackie 
Mittasch and was attended by many of the Western wives in 
Anchorage. - Mae Ferrari. 

This lovely bride is 
Mrs . Jerry Hatcher, 
who was married at 
Anchorage, Alaska, on 
September 1. Yvette 
is the daughter of 
Chief Observer Joe E. 
and Peggy Buschmihle. 

Wives and "kids" of Parties 67 and 9 enjoyed an all-day picnic 
at Brannon Island State Park near Rio Vista, California. Guest of 
honor was Bonnie (Mrs. Russi Kaminsky's mother, of Ogden, Utah. 
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PARTY 67 LANDED in a fisherman's parad ise in Rio Vista, 
Ca li fo rnia! All interested crew members acquired the ir fishing 
licenses; and as you might expect, we heard some ta ll fish 
sto ries. Pcrmitm en C. A. (John) Hesser and Bill Hull caught 
black bass in a secret fishing hole. It had to be secret because 
no one else caught any. Driller Mike Blanchard's wife, Ann, is 
the onl y one who landed a striped bass big enough to keep -
19 l/2 inches long. We are a ll still waiting for the really big 
one, though . 

Driller Fred Leo na rd and wife Jenny have re turned from 
their leave of absence in Wyoming. Welcome home! There is 
not much warm water in Wyoming; so Jenny did a lot of 
swimming on their return. 

The wives and children o f Parti es 9 and 67 got together for 
an all -day picnic at Brannon Island State Park . Everyone 
seemed to enjoy it . There was plenty of good food to go 
along with the good company and swimming. (Since the fore
going was written. Party 67 has moved to Delano, California. 
-Ed.) 

Best wishes to a ll for the Holiday Season! - Ann Blanchard. 

Above - Coming off one of the rides at the California State Fair 
in Sacramento are, from the left : Computer frank Hersey, wife 
Cindy, Gloria Williams, and Observer Cal Williams, of Party 67. 

Below-The only sturgeon caught by Party 67 so far was landed by 
Observer Cal Williams ' wife Gloria. Unfortunately, it was below 
minimum size and was returned for another day's catch !we hope!). 



A VERY ACTIVE SOCIAL LIFE is being enjoyed by Party 87 
here in Darwin, Australia. The foca l points are the houses of 
Glenn (Pooley) and Linda Jones, Ray and Lucille Kocher, and 
A. C. (Ace) and Charmaine McEachern. These outings usually 
start out as a friendly drink and chat, but more often than not 
a game of cards or a debate on the differences of American 
gridiron football and Australian rules foo tball occurs. We are 
all wondering what sort of chaos would arise if an attempt were 
made by the Americans at Aussie rules ancl the Australians 
playing grid iron football. 

Fond farewe lls were said to fnstrument Supervisor J. A. 
(Ras) Rasmussen, wife Diana, and daughter Kathleen, who 
have finally left to return to he States. Ras has spent the best 
part of four years in Austral ia, traveling ~rom one party to 
another to lend a hand. Diana and Kathleen have been fa ith
fully following on, and it was something to see Diana leading 
Ras to the airport and usher him onto the plane to leave 
Australia. 

We in Australia have noticed how, in PROFILE articles, in
vitations are given out by other parties to "drop in" sometime. 
Well, how about calling in to see us down here sometime if 
any Westerners are planning an overseas holiday? - Diane 
Devon. 

OUR WESTERN FAMILY in Houston continues to expand, and 
we welcome Ken Bryant, who, with wife Virgie and daughter 
Vicki, came to us from the New Orleans office. They are tem
porarily located in an apartment while awaiting completion of 
a lovely new home in the Memorial Drive area of Houston. -
Margaret Hale. 
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Supervisor George and Mary Elizabeth Shoup, Shreveport, Louisi
ana, are very proud of their grandsons, children of Nancy and Pat 
Mann, of Baytown, Texas. The boys are Ronald, 5 Hefti, Michael, 
10, and Brian, 3. The Shoups visited the Mann family this fall, 

J 

"Which baby has the Toni?" OR "Which baby is the girl?" Leslie
anne Kitchen !left) is the 5-month-old daughter of Sill and Mari
anne Kitchen . Beside her is 4-month-old "Bushy Head" Troy Dona 
van Ferrari, who is, according to his photographer mother, "en
dowed with gobs of funny dark hair that grows every which way 
and tho! p rod uces a 'Wow!' from all visitors." Troy is the son of 
Neo and Mae Ferrari. All are Westerners in Anchorage, Alaska . 

Remember when? That is what Paul Jones and Monroe Taylor, 
Shreveport office, are asking about these old pictures. Above is 
Bill Fazakerly lleftl, now manager of the 'Los Angeles laboratory, 
as he was doing something with "delay shooting" in about 1950 
in the southern Mississippi woods. (Other man not identified. I The 
tractor "power" for this mud hole is two northern Louisiana mules. 
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