


HEN THE EARTH begins to heave and buckle under 
the compulsion of some cataclysmic force, the nor

mal course of life is shattered and everything suddenly 
goes out of focus; but when the dust has settled and 
the flood waters have ebbed, some aspects of human 
life seem (at least to the distant observer) to come more 
clearly into focus than they were before. 

In comparative perspective with nature's mighty 
surges, for instance, mankind's struggles in the politi 
cal and commercial arenas seem almost like the 
scurrying of ants on their hill ; the most drawn -out of 
historic crises seem no more than a moment out of 
eternity . Does this mean that our struggles are not im
portant? Certainly it does not ; we are living them. It 
does remind us , however, to be humble, to refuse to 
take our material problems and cares loo seriously. 
It shows us that, against the vast backdrop of universal 
history, even the rise or fall of a nation is ultimately 
important only lo the extent that such an event reflects 
the compassion and moral fiber of a people. 

We begin lo see the ultimate futility of sacrificing 
moral principles lo political or economic expediency. 
We gr a sp some understanding of the fact that univer
sal law - epitomized for us in the two great Com
mandments - governs and controls the progress of 
mankind, just as ii holds the planets in their orbits. 

While nature 's great upheavals may thus expose 
the fragility of men 's works, they also reveal the big
ness of most people - men, women, and children -
when faced with catastrophe . In Anchorage, Valdez, 
Kodiak , Crescent City , and other hard-hit communi
ties , those who had suffered less pitched in to help 

those who had suffered more. "We will rebuild" was 
the confident cry. Sometimes an outsider wondered 
how they could do it, but the necessary courage and 
determination were there. 

When one has no friends or family in a stricken 
area, he reads about it with sympathy but with acer
tain impersonal detachment. We have many West
erners and their families in Anchorage and elsewhere 
in Alaska; so the first news made the catastrophe a 
personal concern and caused a great deal of anxiety 
for their welfare. We all felt tremendously relieved 
when word finally came through that all of our peo
ple were safe - and I am sure that the substantial 
losses sustained by them could not overshadow their 
gratitude that they came through it alive. 

We were gratified, but not surprised, to learn that 
our personnel immediately set about doing whatever 
they could to help other Westerners and to serve the 
community. We were glad that some of our equipment 
was available to help in the clean-up. This response 
is typical of these people and of their neighbors. Al
though it will not bring them medals or fame, ii is the 
spirit that enables us to turn the stumbling blocks of 
disaster into the stepping stones of mankind 's prog
ress through the ages. 



Above-This beautiful building, Inhabited by the grandchildren of the 
founder, a Muslim philanthropist, is in a village near Dacca, East Pakis
tan. It consists of three ports, from left: the Mosque , the Founder's Hous e 
(ruidence), and the Drawing Room. The five broad steps, wh ich lead 
down lo the front pond, are decorated with multi-colored marble pieces. 
This picture of the Dewan Barir Masjid (mosq ue) was taken in July befor e 
flood water reached high level. Top right-A "floating land crew" is mov
ing "comp, 11 from right: one lau n,.i\ , two native quarterboats, an expa tri
ate houseboat and an office boat, and a generator pontoon. Bottom right 
-The Western office in Dacca is in the building at the right with th e 
pagoda-like lopped gate posts. The truck is We slern's and to its right is 
the house of Supervisor Harvey Joh nson , who preceded the crews to Dacca . 
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F ALL OF THE INHABITANTS of the world were to visit 
the United States simultaneously, it would still be less 

crowded than East Paki stan is today. Here in this part of 
Southeast Asia 55 million people live in an area about 
the size of Arkansas. Since most Westerners are not very 
familiar with "the teeming East," a brief portrayal of the 
country will be given before we try to explain how Parties 
88 and 89, the "floating land crews,'' doodlebug here. 

The nation of Pakist an, later renamed the Islamic 
Republic of Pakistan, was created in 194 7 by carving out 
the predominantly Moslem areas from what was then 
British India; but the partition was far from perfect. 
Between the two major parts of Pakistan lie a distance of 
a thousand miles and 400 million people who are not 
always friendly. (The much larger, less populous western 
part has been described in an earlier PROFILE article on 
West Pakistan.) 

East Pakistan was constituted from a part of Assam, 
the Chittagong Hill Tracts, and East Bengal. The sub
division of Bengal awarded Calcutta, the historic and eco
nomic center of Bengal, to India . Dacca, which is the 
largest city of East Pakistan and which had twice before 
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served as a capital, was made the capital of East Pakistan 
and the "Second Capital" of Pakistan. At the time of 
partition of Bengal about 15 million people were left on 
the wrong side of the new boundary. The plight of these 
minorities has been of great concern to both India and 
Pakistan and the cause of much friction between their 
governments, and at the present time mass migrations still 
continue. 

The overwhelming majority of the citizens of East 
Pakistan are Bengali by racial extraction whether they 
be Moslem, Hindu , or Christian although a few Buddhi sts 
and Animists of Burme se stock inhabit the southeastern 
region. Most of the Christians are descendants of converts 
made by the Portuguese three centuries ago. 

The language is also called Bengali, a derivative of 
Sanskrit in both the spoken and written forms. Fortunately 
for us, English is taught in the public schools above the 
fifth grade, and much of the un iversity instruction is in 
English. There is little difficulty with the language -
except that most of us are accused of speaking American, 
an un-understandable dialect of English. 

Nearly every phase of life in East Pakistan is influenced 



The rivers provide transportation. Two <>f the most common means of 
navigating them are the sailboat (above) and the sampan (right). 

by her rivers. In winter the water level is low, and irriga
tion is practiced in some areas and planned in many 
more. When May arrives, however, the snows of the 
mighty Himalyas begin to melt, filling the Brahmaputra 
River from the northern slopes and the Ganges from the 
southern ; and the monsoon adds as much as 10 inches 
of rainfall a day. Then there is plenty of water. By 
August, 5 to 15 feet or more of flood water cover almost 
all of the land. Since the slope of the land is only 20 feet 
in 200 miles, the rivers with their many outflowing 
branches run where they will (almost) - eroding farm 
land here, making a new channel ther e, but always adding 
another layer of soil-enriching silt. The Brahmaputra 
and Ganges have, for the past century, flowed in the 
same main channel, called the Padma , and, after receiv
ing the waters of the Meghna River, swell to a width of 
16 miles before pouring into the Bay of Bengal. 

The rivers provide transportation. Side-wheel paddle 
boats, diesel launches, jute barges, towed boats, rowed 
boats, freight boats, passenger boats, homemade sampans, 
bamboo rafts, and the most picturesque and numerous, 
the sailboats. Most of the streams flow southward so that 
north-south movement is easy, but the rivers are a great 
hindrance to east-west transportation. Who can say where 
to build a bridge if the river is going to be somewhere 
else when the bridge is finished? 

The rivers grow the crops, jute and rice, which can 
keep their heads above the water. Rice 22 feet high has 
been reported. Where the year-round water supply is 
adequate , there are three crops of rice. In the higher 
elevations of northeast ern Pakistan tea is grown com
mercially; coconuts, betel nuts , bananas, papayas , and 
other exotic tropical fruits are grown in some areas; and 
in the winter sugar cane, pulses, and garden crops, such 
as tomatoe s and dozens of varieties of cucumbers and 
squash, are raised locally. 

The farmers do not live on their farms but in small 
villages nearby, which have been built on artificial mounds. 
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If a man wants to build a house - or a factory, for that 
matter - he first digs a pond in which to maintain a 
water supply and to provide the dirt to make a hill on 
which to build the house. When the waters rise to within 
a foot of the floor, the village people and their animals 
become very crowded; and the snakes, too, are there 
seeking refuge from the rising water. With all this water, 
though, the villager at least does not have to walk far 
- he has a sampan tied up nearby. It no longer 
seems odd to see boats sailing through and between the 
green fields. 

There are two seasons here: monsoon, or summer, and 
dry, or winter. These are separated by a cyclone (hurri
cane) season in May regularly and another in October 
occasionally. The cyclone of May 1963 was one of the 
most destructive in recent times. Generally the winter 
season is very pleasant, although 40° is too bitterly cold 
for the natives. Summer is hot and humid, with rain 
nearly every day. As it is too hot for raincoats, everyone 
carries a black umbrella, which becomes a parasol when 
the rain stops. 

It will be readily observed that seismic work in East 
Pakistan must be somewhat different from that in, say, 
Kansas. After consultation with the client - and anyone 
else who had a word to offer - and observation of 
production reports of previous seismic work in similar 
areas, it was decided to form crews that could be adapted 
to either land or water work, under the following basic 
conditions: We would not even try to work during the 
monsoon; we would not use amphibious tractors because 
of the damage they would probably cause to crops in rice 
deficit areas; we would house our crews in houseboats; 
we would hand-carry every bit of equipment; and we 
would send Supervisor Har vey Johnson to find a suitable 
place to store explosives in that mass of humanity. 

We should have invented a portable thumper! Surely 
it would have been easier to hire an extra few hundred 
men to carry it than to find a dynamite-storage site, an 
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unpopulated area four miles in diameter, where the rural 
population density exceeds 1,500 per square mile and to 
have it accessible by water winter and summer yet not 
be on a navigable stream. Of necessity, and at the sugges
tion of the authorities, a site in the Sundarbans was 
selected, which is perfect except that it takes 6 to 10 days 
to go for a load of powder and that there are river pirates 
who once attacked our explosives expediter, Abu Baker 
Siddique. 

The Sundarbans is the unpopulated, forested area of 
southwestern East Pakistan, the tidal area where the land 
gradually goes under the sea. It is a protected national 
forest, which yields firewood and pulpwood for paper 
making. It also is the home of the man-eating Royal 
Bengal tiger and numerous deer and crocodiles. A hunter 
who is a sportsman in the true sense of the word should 
enjoy going after one of the tigers. Published reports state 
that in an average year IO tigers are killed by hunt ers, 
and 10 men by tigers. Fair game . 

In mid-September (1963) the personnel for Parties 88 
and 89 began to arrive to Dacca , the headquarters for our 
East Pakistan operations. First on the scene was Surveyor 
Charles Waldrop, from Kuwait on the Arabian Gulf; but 
he was soon dispatched to Khulna to keep his eye peeled 
for the Nebo, which was carrying all of our equipment 
and supplies from the United States. John Spooner, a 
surveyor from Australia, came in second; but the next 
day he found himself in Karachi, West Pakistan, waiting 
for our explosives import permit. Th en came Party Chief 
George Wilson from South America, but more recently 
on vacation in Greece. From Africa, the Millers, Party 

Westerners visi t an East Pakistan sugar factory near 
Narsinghdi, south of Dacca. Above-Observer Les Schmidt 
and Allen Johnson, son of Supervisor J. H. Johnson, 
stand by the cooker. Right-The small boy in the center 
is feeding cane into a two-cow power squeezer and 
catching the juice in a 5-gallon gas can. Cooker is al right. 
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Chief G. 0. and wife Sunny; from Europe, Observer 
Supervisor Arnold West; and from North America, Sur
veyor John Hollander - all arrived at about the same 
time. Driller J. C. Wallace was detain ed in Karachi to 
pick up other important documents. With the appearance 
of Observer Lesley Schmidt from Kuwait and Assistant 
Observer Darrice Mason from Alaska , we had completed 
the roster of our first "all continents" crew. Shortly there
after Arnold left to join his family in the States; and 
Surveyor Delor A. Letourneau, Driller Charles E. Martin, 
and Computer James B. Mundy later arrived in East 
Pakistan. 

G. 0. was elected to ramrod the field operations of 
Party 88. First he interviewed a few hundred applicants. 
There was no dearth of job seekers after word got around 
that seismic exploration was about to commence again, 
and all of the experienced help of previous crews were 
ready to go to work. The climax was reached when 82 
applications were received in one mail, 61 with return 
receipt, and all from two post offices near J agganathgan
jghat. G. 0. hired several key men and took them and 
his expatriate staff to Shahajibazar, the driest area avail
able, to start shooting, but they had to wait a few days 
for the equipment. 

Meantime, the Nebo arrived on schedu le (a phrase we 
no longer use) and was ready to discharge her cargo-
eager, in fact, because she was almost out of food, fuel, 
and drinking water, none of which are available in the 
anchorage of Chalna. To begin unloading , lightering 
barges were needed, but none were available, Within a 
day, however, arrangements were made and unloading 
could begin. Our houseboats did not sink (part of the 
cargo), only one was mounted backwards, and the 
third dynamite-handling gang did not quit until time for 
the soccer game. (Charlie Waldrop argued that they 
certainly could miss one local soccer game if he had to 
miss a whole season of real first-class University of 
Oklahoma football games, but he received little sympathy 
for his effort.) In a couple of days we had our explosives 
firmly stashed away in the Sundarbans and all the other 



cargo tied up at the Gustoms Ghat in Khulna. (A ghat 
is a landing place, or a place where one can go down 
to the water.) 

When J. C. (Wallace) arrived with the import papers , 
we prepared for the long trip to Shahajibazar. First we 
had to transfer the cargo to another barge because the 
one we were using had sprung a leak. (Fortunat ely, there 
is a crane in Khulna.) Then after this barge was towed to 
Chandpur, the cargo had to be put onto railroad cars 
since that is the only way to reach Shahajibazar. Our 
import expediter, Abdul Matin Khondokar, was stationed 
there, supposedly hanging on to two explosives wagons 
and two ordinary boxcars. (Explosives cars come from a 
different headquarters than regular boxcars. Also, there is 
a terrible shortage of freight cars.) Murphy's Law came 
into play, and we got four explosives cars while the 
other two were left on a siding several miles away. 
Khondokar "persuaded" a passenger-train driver* to hook 
onto the two errant cars and drag them to Chandpur on 
time. No other hitch occurred, and in the good time of 
six days the equipment arrived in Shahajibazar and G. 0. 
was off to work. 

The equipmen t for the office, Party 89, and that not 
then needed by Party 88 remained on the barge and was 
sent on to Dacca for unloading. We surely wished that 
whoever made the big boxes our supplies came in had 

*Sic: He is called a dri vl!1' and ha1 a regular driver'1 licenie ju11 
like truck , car, rick1h'1W, road-rolll!1', tractor and othl!1' dri Vl!1'J. 

4 

to unload them where there are no cranes , forklifts, crow
bars, or other equipment heavier than bamboo poles. 
(We had a crowbar made locally, but it bent the first time 
it was used.) 

Charlie Waldrop, who had been riding on the barge 
all the time, eating up the canned apricots, selected the 
labor gang boss, or sardar. The sardar carries a short 
bamboo club to emphasize orders. Right away the first 
of 23 truckloads of supplies was sent from the crowded 
Dacca waterfront clear across town, fighting its way to 
the octroi post. Octroi won the day, however, and part 
of the next one, too, while arrangements were made to 
pay the city customs duty. All but three boxes were un
loaded by hand; for these three it was necessary to move 
the barge to a crane. When the 10 men who carried a 
package of skiffs on their heads let the load down, not 
one was squashed underneath. 

Party 88 worked in the vicinity of Shahajibazar until 
just before Christmas. Most of this area consists of heavy 
jungle and tea gardens. Slow line-cutting, rugged terrain, 
long water hauls in 5-gallon cans, and hard drilling were 
problems we have not had since. Nor have we had any 
more of what G. 0. calls rough games: On the second 
day one of his guards was murdered. 

Party 89 started work the latter part of November. 
On this crew the interpretative staff and recording oper
ators are client personnel , and interpretation takes place 
in the field. Charlie Waldrop is party manager; Charlie 
Martin , who arrived with a Smith Brothers beard, watches 

Below-Party 89's "floating camp" was near this villag e, Tong!, 
al one time . Bollom-Supervisor J. H. Johnson loads boxes on truck 
al Tongi. Party Chief G. 0. Miller has his back to the camera. 



Above-Numerous rickshaws combine with cars and trol
ley busses to make this main street of Dacca really busy. 
Right-The always crowded waterfront of Dacca is lined 
with not only crowded beaches and boats but also 
wholesale wood yards such as this. During the rainy 
season, however, the water will rise to wall on the right . 

the drilling and keeps all of the small motors running; and 
Del Letourneau handles the surveying with the help of 
John Spooner. 

This party started out using floating equipment. Special 
skid-mounted huts, one kitchen-diner and one sleeper
bathroom, were set onto a 24' x 40' pontoon. These were 
soon made into comfortable quarters, but there was 
nothing we could do to make them large enough for the 
interpretative staff. A small pontoon was rented and 
equipped as an overflow office. Electric power is sup
plied by two generators mounted on another, smaller pon
toon anchored somewhere downwind. Large, flat-bottomed 
jute barges were converted to houseboats to accommodate 
our Pakistani personnel. 

Transportation would be a terrib le prob lem if we 
had to rely on only one means. Each pa rty has one Land 
Rover pickup, one Ford truck, six skiffs, and one diesel 
launch, which can carry a hundred passengers. At various 
times, however, bullock carts, rickshaws, sampa ns, ferries, 
public trains, and busses have been used. A helicopter 
service provides the best means to visit the powder stor
age, though the last few miles are by sampan. A new 
powder boat we purchased was delivered by four men 
who rowed it for 24 days! But 99% of the field transport 
is done by men on foot - all of the equ ipment, all of 
the explosives, all of the drilling water. 

Since walking very far to and from work is not 
economical, it became appa rent soon after operations 
started that we would have to resort to fly camps. Th e 
tent camps have added versati lity, eliminated a lot of 
walking, and are reasonably comfortable - but it has 
not started raining yet. Not all can be so fortuna te as 
John Spooner was when fly-camping was started. While 
looking around a school for a good location, he was 
invited in by the schoolmaster, who promptly made a bed 
available in the dorm itory . John stayed there several days. 

Communication between fly camps and base camp is 
by radio. Each party also has some walkie-talkie radios 
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that are useful over short distances. In addition, each base 
camp, Dacca, and Chittagong are connected by one radio 
network, and both camps and Chittagong by another. 
There is little hope of getting a telephone for the office. 

For the most part, all operations of both parties have 
been in farm land. The individual plots are very small, 
mainly because the system of primogeniture has never 
prevailed here. Three landowners per group or 15 per 
spread are not uncommon. The whole crew's being on 
foot min imizes crop damages; but when the rice is in 
head, we do have lots of claims in some areas, seldom 
exceeding 45c each. Many streams have to be crossed, 
and not all villages can be detoured. We understand what 
the surveyor means when he notes the "group'' is in the 
house and can believe reports that the chain crew went 
right through a house, under one waJI and out the othe r . 

Only two Western families reside in Dacca, the Millers 
and the Johnsons. Both live within a hundred yards of 
the office, which is located in a newe r section called 
Dhanmandai, near the Hindu village of Rayer Bazar. 

These are native fish ermen near Tongi. The man jabs the conical 
net into the mud , hoping lo catch a fish; then he reaches his hand 
through a hole in the top and, very rarely, comes out with a fish. 
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"There are people everywhere." These a re but a few of the 75 per
sons who appeared from nowhere just five minutes afte r Supervisor 
Harvey Jo hnson had buil t the fire lo roa st the picnic wieners. 

.... 

Most of the foreigners based in Dacca live in this 
community. 

Housing here is quite expensive, large down payments 
are required, and all are rented unfurnished except for 
many doors, steel-barred windows, and the plumbing 
fixtures. The tenant is expected to furnish-and take with 
him when he leaves-all of the door locks, window screens, 
hot water heater, light bulbs, and closets, as well as all 
of the shrubs, trees, and garden he may have planted. 
All houses have quite large rooms, several baths, piped 
water to a tank on the roof, and electricity of approxi
mately 230 volts. The best houses have small cement 
ditches to lead the sewage water to the ditch that runs on 
eithe r side of the road. Ceiling fans and air conditioners 
are necessary for comfort in the summer and also help 
keep down the mildew and drive away the mosquitoes. 
A free extra in all houses is a small, harm less gecko 
(lizard) , which runs around the walls and ceilings making 
loud noises. 

A wide choice of food is not usually available. Imported 
foodstuffs are rather expensive, but some local produce 
is not. A Christmas goose costs as much as two bottl es 
of beer and a pound of grapes about the same as five 

chickens. All servants are men , and usually four are 
sufficient if one is a night guard. 

Dacca lies in the middle of a large expanse of silt; 
consequently, there is no rock or gravel for building 
purposes. Everything substantial is made of bricks. After 
the floods subside, hundreds of brick factories spring up 
in the river bottoms, where a fresh supply of clay has been 
laid for them. Not only are these bricks used for building 
houses and paving streets, but the greater part are beat 
up by hand to make various-sized aggregates for concrete. 
After agriculture and transportation, there are probably 
more men engaged in brick beating than in any other 
occupation. Reserve piles of bricks occupy many vacant 
Jots and roadsides. 

A situation that one never becomes completely accus
tomed to is that there are people everywhere. One Sunday 
afternoon Les Schmidt and the J ohnsons went for a picnic 
on the road to Narsinghdi, an area where there is a lot 
of hand looming. After searching for an hour, they found 
a deserted spot under a shade tree and built a fire. Within 
five minutes 75 persons had gathered to stare at those 
strange foreigners. Of course, there are always scores of 
the curious watching the field operations . 

Everyone works hard enoug h in the field so that when 
his time-off comes, he wants mainly to rest, or have a 
haircut, or buy another handful of pocket-books or mag
azines. None has yet taken up the local custom of taking 
"pan," a delicacy of ground betel nut (species of pepper), 
flavored with chile, tobacco, and other spices, served in 
a rolled-up leaf with some lime (not the fruit) . 

In closing, we cannot help bragging a little on the per
formance of these walking crews who walk to work, 
walk all day to shoot 10 to 15 kilometers of line, then 
walk back ( or maybe forward) to fly camps - seven 
days a week. We are certainly fortunate to have so many 
hardworking Pakistani and expatriate employees. Les 
Schmidt dreams of the day when everything goes per
fectly, there are no rivers to cross, and the fly camp is in 
exactly the best place morning and evening-''Then I'll 
get 40 holes." 

Below - Westerners consider this brick 
brea ker under the umbre lla the most lypi• 
cal Pakistan picture they could send as 
brick beating is a major occupation. 
Left-Bricks are piled everywhere! This 
ya rd is under waler in the rainy season. 
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The indomitable spirit, courage, and resourcef ulness of 
Westerners has been something of which we have long 
been aware, but the earthqu ake in Al ask a on March 2 7 
brought these qualities to the fore ground so inte nsely that 
we were - and still are - overwhelmed by the fortitude 
of all Westerners in Alaska . We think that you will be, too, 
when you read their story . But why tell it in Party Pick ings? 

Well, among the crews selected early in M arch to report 
in this Party Pickings was Party 91, based in A nchorage . 
Se1·eral days before their copy was due, these and other 
Westerners in A laska were subjected to this terrifyi ng 
and devastating earthquake - but you cannot get a West
erner down. In spite of the destruction all around them , 
their business and perso nal property losses, and their 
attempt to get back to some sort of normalcy, these West
emers wrote and sent in their Party Pick ings report ! 
Thus we feel that it should go in the section of the maga
zine for which they wrote it. "It" is in four parts, accounts 
written by the party manager for and from the field; by 
the supervisor for all Western facilities in Ancho rage; by 
the party chief and one of the computers fo r the office (but 
not from their office as it was destroyed); and by a party 
chief's wife for the chronological and personal feelings and 
experiences of not only herself but also other Westerners. 
There is a bit of repetition , but we feel that each account 
should be printed as written. We are departing f ram the 
usual office report fallowed by the field report and putting 
the latter first, for a reason yo u will understand when you 
read it. Before you start reading of your colleagues in and 
around Anchorage, you would perhaps like to know that 
the two crews (Parties 36 and 93) based farther north in 
Fairbanks felt the quake but suffered no damage or 
injuries. - Ed. 

PARTY 91 (Fieldl-COPPER RIVER, ALASKA .. . 

V. J. MITT ASCH, Reporter -Photographe r 

Winter quarters for Party 9 1 's field crew has been in 
the Copper River basin, a vast area of forests, rivers, and 
hills surrounded by the Wrangell and Chugach Mountains 
and extending south 150 miles to the coast of Alaska near 
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These extrem e ly wid e and deep fi ssures at Supervisor Bill Rosser's 
home show why so many house s collapse d or sl id away in the March 
27 ea rthquake in Anchorag e, Alaska. This picture was taken with 
the camera point ed we st along the faul t in the Turnagai n se ction. 

the towns of Valdez and Yakutat. Party 91's camp was 
located on the footsteps to Mount Sanford, 16,208 feet, 
and Mount Drum, 12,000 feet, some 200 miles from our 
homes and office in Anchorage. Driller DON ANDERSON 
and wife PAT and children left Party 91 to go to Party 35 
in Wyoming, and Driller RoN BAKKE went to Party 90 
in Aden. We recently welcomed world travelers JIM MOORE 
and ARVEL GuEss and wife JEAN and son JIMMY to 
our crew . 

Th e recent tragic earthquake in Alaska occurred while 
this was being written and has somewhat delayed and 
also changed this report . (This explains our leading off with 
the field report, which started out to be a normal report. 
It was written first - started before the earthquake and 
finished the day after Easter, during which Vic had flown 
to Anchorage for two hours. - Ed.) 

Two and one half hours after our camp was violently 
shaken for 4½ minutes, one of Anchorage's four radio 
stations was on the air, verifying our fears by their 
silence. It was some 22 hours later that radio contact was 
made from our camp to the shop in Anchorage . Supervisor 
BILL RosSER and Party Chief C. Q. (QUIN) WILLIAMS 
by this time had contacted most of the Western families 
and were busy attempting to contact others. The news of 
their safety was a great relief to us, as well as to Western 
Party 93 members on the North Slope, some of whose 
families also were in Anchorage . Commun ication between 
these remote areas and the offices in Anchorage and 
"Western-Fairbanks" were beyond value during this time. 

Deta ils of the disaster are still scarce at this time (E aster 
Monday). We were sorry to learn that QUIN and BILLIE 
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The earthquake broke the ice on the Copper River as can be seen 
here at Party 91 's crossing. The crew's equipment was thus tempo
rarily iso lated. Party Manager Vic Mittasch later reported that 
the river flow was stopped for some time by a slide; that another 
river went dry and the water level in a lake dropped considerably; 
that land elevations appear to be changed-those south of Anchor
age being several feet lower, with tides flooding places never 
before flooded; and that the highway from Anchorage to the Kenai 
Peninsula would be out until sometime in June or July, leaving one 
road out of Anchorage, that to Fairbanks and the Alaska Highway . 

and children had to evacuate their damaged home. Also 
more tragic was the loss of the new home of BILL and LEE 
RossER along with all belongings. Their home, along with 
many others, fell into Cook Inlet. We are relieved to 
report that both B1LL's and QurN's families escaped with 
minor injuries. 

As QurN's Party 91 office was also destroyed, he 
made headquarters with BILL in the Anchorage Office and 
Shop. All activities were focused to handling personnel 
situations and assisting in Civil Defense operations. We 
cannot at this time report on some Westerners in Anchor
age but from reports received so far, we believe all to 
be safe. 

Personnel on P arty 91 field crew with families in 
Anchorage are Party Manager Vic MITTASCH; Observer 
ARVEL GuEss; Assistant Observer KENT LOGAN; Drill ers 
JOHN ORTH, JIM MOORE, FAY GORROD, TOM PHILLIPS, 
and BrLL GRANT; Drill Helpers SAM KELL v, DOUG 
BLOSSOM, WAYNE JACK, JOHN KVARFORD, JIM H ARTNER, 
PAUL PEDERSON, and MIKE AAMODT; Surveyor DEL 
STEPHENS; Rodman DouG KOSKI; and Mechanic Helper 
JoHN McCONNELL. 

The only amusing incident that can be reported was 
that of "WILD BILL" GRANT'S trying to catch his track 
drill as it rolled along on level ground during the shake. 
A not so amusing incident was when Cook FRANK TAYLOR 
returned to the kitchen and found his fully prepared dinner 
on the floor along with an assortment of pots and dishes. 
The quake also put a kink in a drill Kelly and a corkscrew 
twist in some of the drill stem as they were augered out 
of the hole. 

The shake broke the ice on the Copper River; so 
Party 91 's equipment is isolated until we can build up the 
ice to reinforce it. We had planned to take it all across 
before normal breakup in May. 
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("Note: April 3 - The crew moved back across the 
Copper River yesterday and arrived in Anchorage today. 
-Quin Williams.") 

"WESTERN-ANCHO RAGE"-ALASK A ... 

BILL ROSSER, Reporter 
CAL VIN SMITH, Photogropher 

Friday, March 27, 1964 , 5:36 P.M., Good Friday. The 
Alaskan Westerners and families, particularly those based 
in Anchorage, would probably be foregiven if they change 
the adjective to read Bad Friday; for that was the day of 
the earthquake that devastated Anchorage, Seward, Valdez, 
and other south central Alaskan communities. 

It is almost incomprehensible to those who have seen the 
ravaged areas that the injuries and loss of life could be so 
light in view of the destruction to homes and business 
buildings. 

Although Western's new shop and office building in 
Anchorage came through with almost no damage, the 
interpretative offices of Parti es 91 and 17 were ruined. 
Part y 91 had its office in the same building as was occupied 
by its client. Thi s building was totally demolished, and it 
was very fortunate that the seismic records (somewhat 
the worse for wear) and a few computing supplies were 
salvaged. This was accomplished by cutting holes in 
the roof of the building with chain saws to gain access to 
the places that had once been offices. Party 17 was the 
first tenant in a very nice brand-new office building in 
downtown Anchorage. A major oil company had just 
moved into adjacent offices, and a bank occupied the lower 
floor. Although the structural steel skeleton of the building 
is still safe, the masonry and glass of the building suffered 
severe damage, and Party 17 join ed Party 91 in temporary 
quarters in the Western building. (This is on Spenard Road 
between downtown and the Anchorage airport.) 

A week has gone by as this is being written; and as 
the initial shock has begun to pass and our people are 
beginning to return as much as possible to normalcy, the 
personal losses are being accepted as fact and plans for 
the future are being laid. Aside from the destruction itself, 
the main subject of comment is the admirabl e way in which 
the people reacted to this crisis. There was never at any 

This post-quake picture shows an early April snowstorm swirling 
around Party 91 's equipment, waiting ta return ta Anchorage . 



time anything resembling panic. Th e first reac tion was a 
sort of numbed shock. Thi s was almost immediately re
placed by action-rescue and salvage work. This was at 
first on an individual basis as everyone began to do any
thing that had to be done. Almost unnoticed, these efforts 
became organized as police, firemen, and Civi l D efense 
authorities, and, particularly in the early stages, natur al 
leaders assumed guidance of the operations. 

On Sunday and Monday major salvage operations were 
begun by civil agencies, and the military posted guards 
in the devastated areas to protect people and property. 
Only those who could show proof of residence or business 
in these zones were allowed to ente r. Western personnel 
and all available track vehicles were in the mid st of the 
salvage opertations. As the 'doze rs cleared trails into 
the ruined homes in the Turnagain area, our men and track 
carriers were there to haul out salvaged food, clothing, 
bedding, and other necessities. As the salvage operation 
continued, the cargoes changed, evidencin g again the 
level-headed att itud e of the Alaskan people - necessities 
first and then automobiles , refrigerato rs, furniture, and 
other less critical items were saved. 

Although man y professional newsmen have commented 
in the press and on other news media on the amazing 
aplomb and resilience with which the Alaskan people 
reacted to this cris is, perhaps the best summ at ion was made 
by a lady helping to load her salvageable possessions (in
cluding a beautiful three-foot sa iling ship mode l in a glass 
case) onto one of our carriers. H er comment: "It makes 
me glad to be a member of the hum an race to see peop le 
helping each other like this." 
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Western track carriers and some of its personnel wor ked for three 
days haul ing personal belongings that could be salvaged from 
homes in wrecked Turnagain sec tion of Anchorage. Because of 
their tracks , these units could go in where a truck could not and 
th us were especially valuable here where the ground , as well as the 
houses, had "collapsed." Houses shown here ore not Westerners'. 

PARTY 91 (Office)-AN CHORAGE, ALASKA . .. 

RODNEY KRAUS and C. Q. WILLIAMS, Reporters 
C. Q. WILLIAMS, Photographer 

Shake , rattle, and roll. This became the new theme song 
of Party 91 as they were evicted from their office by 
Mother Nature at S: 36 Good Friday afternoo n. The 
earthquake completely demolished the office build ing, 
breaking all of the furniture as the top came down. 
Fortunat ely, the map s, records, and files were recovered 
from the wrecked building , along with some of the supplies 
and a small amount of equipment. Even more fortunately, 
all Western personnel in the 49th State survived the "Good" 
Frida y earthquake with only two minor injuries being 
reported. 

Dama ge to personnel property was varied. Supervisor 
BILL RossER 's lovely home was among the one hundred 
plus hou ses lost in the Turnagain residential area. Mechanic 
JERRY HOWELL'S car disappeared into a fissure, and his 
downtown apar tment was wrecked. Ass"istant Computer 
DOYLE CROTTS' apartment was rocked from its founda 
tion in the Spena rd area. P arty Chief C. Q. (QurN) WIL
LIAMS' hous e has large cracks in the basement. Computer 
Russ LINFORD's wife, SUE, rode out the ea rthqu ake 1 I 
stories up in the L Street apartment where she was visiting 
her mother. For the most part, damages to the rema ining 
members of the "Western Family" were confined to broken 
dishes, pictures, lamp s, window s, and frayed nerves and 
to learning to get along without electricity, water , heat, 
sewers, and the like for awhile . 
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These two pictures show different views of the demolished buildi ng 
that once housed Party 91 's office. The arrow in the top picture 
points to the exact spot of the Western office in the building. 
Most important maps, records, and files and a small amou nt of 
equipment were recovered through holes cut in the roof. In the 
background of the top picture are the Alaska Railroad station and 
the po rt area. The view below was taken from an angle that shows 
both the Westward Hotel (left background) and part of the crack 
I black foreground) that caused wreckage of Westerners' quarters. 

Every Westerner has his own story of his experience 
during and following the quake, but everyone felt much 
like RoY ALLEN, son of ROY and ANITA MORRIS, when 
he cried, "Mommi e, please make it stop shaking." 

Search and rescue efforts in the Turnagain area and 
downtown were quickly organized by volunteers and by 
the police, army, and Civil Defense agencies; and small 
groups of people gradually emerge d from the broken 
buildings and uprooted homes. By the time darkness 
descended over the blacked-out city, the initial search had 
been completed, but it continued through the night in some 
areas. For the next few days most of the energies of the 
people were devoted to living under completely changed 
circumstances, to cleanup of broken debris, and to salvage 
of those things of value that could be recovered from the 
wreckage. 

Thr ee of Western's track carriers assisted people in the 
Turnagain area in recovery of their personal belongings, 
with Helper EUGENE CLUGSTON (Shop), Assistant Party 
Chief C. L. (RED) SMITH (Party 17), Driller -Mechanic 
OLLIE KREIN (Shop), Party Chief JIM GRIBBIN, (Party 
17), and others taking part. 

The day-to -day chores of a crew must go on, however. 
Party 9l's office was relocated in the Western Shop, which 
had susta ined little damage , and Party Chief WILLIAMS, 
Computers Ron KRAUS and Russ LINFORD, and Assistant 
Computer DOYLE CROTTS are back at work. DovLE, who 
recently joine d the Wsetern ranks, hails from Fairbanks 
and brings with him his wife, JACKIE, and two children. 
Another son, JIM, is a student at the University of Alaska. 

A LETTER-ANCHORAGE, ALASKA . . . 

From BILLIE ( Mr s. C. Q . ) WILLIAMS 

Dear Family and Friends 
Why so many of us survived I' ll never know. From the 

looks of downtown and our neighborhood, it seems truly 
a miracle that so few lives were lost. I thought I'd tell you 
about us. 

It was a pretty normal Good Friday. QUIN was working 
at Western's new shop in Spenard. I had picked up the last 
few things for the kids' East er baskets. A friend of ours, 
who was outside, was going to leave their 6-year-old boy 
with us for the long weekend. We could hardly wait to fix 
his basket and the kids' and color eggs with him. I had 
gone after QUIN at the shop. We had a letter for Charlie 
and Mary Selman, (former Westerners), who live about 
three blocks from us, and we delivered that and were 
standing by the car ready to go when I said, "Gee whizzy! 
Th ere's an earthqua ke!" 

I could feel it rolling under my feet, and the car rocked 
a little. Then the screaming and thunder and cracking of 
houses started. We tried to get in our car, but it was jerking 
and shaking so bad that we couldn't. Hou ses-M ary and 
Charlie's house was twisted, bent, and throwing them all 
over the room. The shaking continued, but we managed 
to get in the car and somehow got hom e. We jumped out. 
There was a crack in the ground about 3 inches wide going 
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right up to our house, and the garage was broken from the 
house and about 2 inches away. 

We rushed inside to find the three kids huddled in 
the middle of the living room floor amid the debris. We 
probably should have taken a picture for you; but imagine, 
if you can, the book cases overturned, pictures and paint 
ings on the floor, plants upturned, broken dishes literally 
all over - and three scared kids and two practically 
hysterical parents. The tremo rs continued. We took the 
kids outside to the car. The screaming continued down the 
street. People were running towards us. Just one and half 
blocks away, houses were buckled or carried off their 
foundations and into enormous crevices, or the houses 
were shattered into kindling. 

About this time L EE RossER and three of her four 

Left-As Porty Chief C. Q. (Quin) Williams and wife Billie drove 
up to their Turnogoin home during the quake, they were greeted 
by this 3-inch wide crock that ran righ t up to their house. Their 
garage was broken about 2 inches from the house , and the base-

children came running from their house, which was 
on the edge of the churning. She had run out of her 
house and had seen the houses behind her break into 
or disappear into crev ices. She saw her car drop into an 
enormous crack, and the ground was open ing around them; 
so she ran with her family three blocks to our house. The 
fourth child arrived a short time later. He had a bad 
cut on his leg from a fall he'd taken on some broken glass. 
He had returned to his house for first aid supplies, not 
knowing that the back basement wall had fallen off with 
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the initial shock. He took the time at home to dress his 
own leg. 

LEE had left home without her purse, coat, or boots. 
She had grabbed boots and jackets for the children. QuIN 
went back to her house and brought out her purse, coat, 
and shoes. He returned to us pale and shaken from 
the sight of the area. BILL ROSSER drove down the street 
about this time. He had been downtown in JIM GRIBBIN's 
office (Party 17). As soon as things steadied, both men 
left for home. The drive home was an eternity for BILL. 

He saw buildings flattened and the high school twisted and 
fallen in. We stopped him and he was relieved to see his 
family safe. He then took off for his house. He saw the 
back wall off but decided to enter and retrieve some 
clothes for his family . 

men! hod crocks. The camper and car belong to Supervisor Bill 
Rosser, being brough t here ofter they were recovered from chasm 
that was once the Rosser yard. Right-Rickey Rosser and his mother, 
Lee, and Billie Williams look down info the broken Rosser house. 

In the meatime at our house neighbors arrived to say 
that all men were needed to go into the area to look for 
the living and dead. It was decided that all of our 
fami lies would stay together. We joined the women in the 
neighborhood and their children - there were 18 children 
and 6 adults. The tremors continued, but to avoid panic we 
started the children singing camp and school songs. Upon 
surveying the children we found that our MARK had 
cracked his toe when a jade book end hit it. We wrapped 
this and looked at JERRY RossER's leg to find that it was 
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bleeding profusely. LEE and I did a bit of minor surgery 
by cleannig his cut and making butterfly stitches from 
bandaids and adhesive tape; then we tore sheets for the 
bandage and used part of a gasoline box for a splint. 

Darkness fell quickly , and with it came a thick fluffy 
snow. The men returned; they had assisted a few people 
out but were sure that there must be many trapped. Our 
radios (transistor) asked us to evacuate because of the 
possibility of a tidal wave. RossERS and WILLIAMS came 
back to the WILLIAMS' and were discussing whether to 
evacuate or not when the firemen came and ordered us 
to leave. Everyone else had left on our street. We asked 
where we were supposed to go and were told any place that 
was away from the area and on higher ground . We 
stripped our beds of bedding , loaded the sleeping bags, 
foods, and some extra clothing and then headed out 
toward the mountains. The roads were full of cracks . 

We ended up at the church, St. Mary's Episcopa l. We 
bedded the children down in the backs of our cars . We 
ran our car motors for heat off and on all night. The 
parents huddled in the front seats listening for rad io news. 
The snow stopped and an ice fog rolled in, giving an eerie 
look to everything. We knew that we could take our boys 
to a hospital for care, but we were sure there would be 
masses of people there with far more serious injuries 
than ours. Someone left us a Coleman stove at the church; 
so we fired it up and melted snow for coffee about 3 A.M. 

We took our boys to the hospital at 5 A.M. JERRY had 
eight stitches taken in his leg, and L EE and I were compli 
mented on our homemade butterfly stitches. M ARK'S foot 
was wrapped with an ace bandage. We were shocked at 

the hospital news. Only 18 injuries and three dead-on
arrivals so far . They were prepar ing for the morning rush 
-and they were not disappointed . 

To leave our experience here, I'd like to mention 
BARBARA SMITH, RED's wife . She was home during the 
quake, having just returned from an 8-hour day at Presby
ter ian Hospital. She rushed back and helped evacuate 
all of the patients to Providence Hospital. She stayed at 
Providence all night working . RED was in Glenallen with 
the crew. He came back Saturday afternoon to find 
BARBARA still at the hos pital. 

After our sojourn in the hosp ita l, we returned to the 
church , and Q UIN and BILL returned to Turnagain to 
find that BILL'S house had collapsed into a chasm as had 
his personal car and camping trailer. They stopped at 
Western's shop, which had escaped damage, and picked up 
a few th ings for us and then came back to the church. We 
moved back to our house in Turnagain for about S 
minutes. Anothe r tremor occurred, and the house rocked, 
rolled, and shook . T hree seconds later we were all in the 
cars and decided to go to the shop unt il we could check the 
house out. 

We decided to settle at the shop, and BILL and QUIN 

moved a tracked bunk house over next to the building. The 
reception room was our eating area. We slept four in the 
bunk house , five in the large shop area, and two in one of 
the offices. Keep in mind that we were without heat and 
wate r and that our electricity was spasmodic. 

Below- A fres h bulldozed tra il runs behind the Bill Rosser house 
( tipped roof a l left) . No le how fa r his yard has dropped below 

that of the ne xt house, which did not brea k up. Bill's car fell 
a lso and can be seen behind the small eve rgreen tree. The obje<I 
in the sky is a helicopte r. Right-Th e Williams and Rosse r chil
dren became earthqua ke "ex perts" in a few da ys' time and here 
inspect the tumbled Rosser home from the back and the car. It is 
amaz ing that this car, shown on page 11 in front of the Williams, 
suffered only a few den ts though surrounded by the broken house 
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Not having a w ide-angle lens, C. L. ( Red ) Smith took two pictures of the 
wrec kage belo w the bluff in the Turnagain area, spliced them together, 
and came oul with this panoramic view of where Western's track carriers 
spent three da ys in salvage wor k. The first two arrows, from the left, 
point to individual ho uses and the third to a group of them. For on idea 
of the size of all th is, no te the man at the far right, the four th arro w. 

Monday we moved back to our house as the office was 
needed for office space. Our efforts since then have been 
towards restoration and order. We are still eight days 
later without water or sewer. We continue to have 
tremors large and small. Everyone is a bit nervous but 
confident that our city can be rebuilt and that we can 
withstand the hardships of doing it. 

This about covers us. I'd like to add a bit about JIM 
and ELLIE GRIBBIN. Their baby boy was 3 days old -
ELLIE had just brought him home from the hospital. When 
JIM reached home, they were standing in the street. They 
went back into the house and settled their children down 
for dinner. About 8 P.M. the call of evacuation hit them. 
They put their children in the car and took off for the 
Russ LINFORDS' up in town. They settled there with 19 
other people for the night. 

LINFORDS' house was undamaged but without heat, 
water, and lights. Russ was home with his four boys. SUE 
was visiting her mother in the "L" Street Apartment 
Building on the eleventh floor, and they were thrown to 
the floor and rode out the earthquake rolling from one side 
of the room to the other while everything fell around and 
on top of them. They walked down the 11 flights together 
by candlelight and then drove to SuE's ho use to see how 
her boys were. They were relieved to find Russ and the 
boys in fine spirits among the broken furniture and dishes. 

On Saturday following the quake GENE CLUGSTON and 
CLARK PHILLIPS went to see every one of the Western 
families and gave assistance where needed. They found 
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FRENCHY HOWELL'S and DEAN WILSON'S families with 
friends, having lost their apartments downtown. Thes e men 
came in from camp to help their wives resettle. 

Now we look to a future of building and cleaning up. 
We appreciate your concern for us and thank you for all 
that you've done. 

Billie Williams 

P. S. An interesting note is that this was written between 
our last quake, which registered 6 + on the Scale. Might 
also add that the RossERS are in a new house. I am finish
ing this in the middle of their living room with men and 
children moving in the ir personal belongings that were 
salvaged from the house. 

"From Out of the Ruins ... " was the headline on the 
top, front-page story of the April I Anchorage Daily Times 
in which Western Geophysical Compan y and two of its 
employees were prominently mentioned. The paper, which 
reached us after the foregoing accounts were processed, 
told of Western's track carriers and men going into the 
hard-hit Turnagain area to help salvage everything move
able. Although other Westerners were among the volunteer 
workers, the story specifically mentioned Gene Clugston 
and Ollie Krein. There was also a picture of three volun
teers (not named) loading a washing machine onto one of 
our track carriers. Thus, though we already knew that 
Westerners are always right in there, now all Anchorage 
Daily Times readers also know it.- Ed. 
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PARTY F-7 1-FORT NELSON, 
BRITISH COLUMBIA . . . 

DIETER JUERGENS, Reporter 
DAVE JOHNSTON, ROLAND PEARSON and 
WINSTON LARSON, Photog raph ers 

Par ty F- 71 opened one of the earliest winter seasons 
for Western of Cana da with our exit from Calgary on 
Novembe r 10, 1963 , our destination a bush camp in 
northern Bri tish Columbia. Although no records are kept 
on these matt ers, we feel we must have come close to 
breaking quite a few and for sure the ones for the most 
major camp moves. 

Operations started in the foothills count ry nort h of 
Fort St. John, where impending land sales attracted quite 
a few seismic crews. Some days it took precise timing for 
Ob server JIM NEIS to spac e his shots between our compe
tition 's shooting on crossing or even the same lines. While 
Driller s CECIL BRULOTTE and CLARENCE PuoLOWSKI with 
assistance from H elpers JoE SPENDIFF and BILL D E.DICK 
provid ~d the necessary holes in that part of the country: 
400 miles to the northwest an advance crew made hole for 
us. in the hard formations of the Barricade Range. For 
Drill er ORVILLE MCDIARMID it was the first time that he 
had to hav e his four-wheel-drive truck lowered down the 

The size and depth of the 
snow drifts Party F-7 1 en
counter ed on its way up to 
"Mount Baldy " in northern 
British Columbia is demon
strated here by Assi stant 
Ob server Roland Pearson. 

The contras t of the two different types 
of country work ed by Party F-71 is shown 
by these two pictures. Below are the flat 
muskegs of north em British Columbia and 
at the right the rugged mountainous area. 
For the latter Surveyor Dave Johnston 
stepped back from his instrument to sur
vey a lot of country much more impressive 
than the narrow view through the scope. 
Rodman Lyle Ray is dimly visible through 
the windshield of the cab of the truck. 

hills at the end of a stout winch line. Another time it took 
hi~ 17 back-and -forth maneuvers to get his rig around a 
switchback on a narrow side-hill cut. 

Driller JOE MILLER had charge of the other drill, and 
the water trucks were mann ed by Driller DAVE JACKSOX 
and Help er DAN McNAUGHTON. Surveyors DEWEY HOL1 
and DAVE JOHNSTON and their rodmen, WERNER MAY· 
RHOFER and LYLE RAY, flagged our trail s ahead and 
charted our wanderings on their maps. 

After a short break for Chr istmas, Party F- 7 1 started 
on its move into the mount ains. But, OH , how it had 
snowed during time-off! Although a 'dozer wa s sta rted well 
ahead to open up the road, it took two days to move our 

Lef t--A ssistonl Ow 
snapped whilt do.., 
ing cables, in ror 
Below-Ob server J 



big camp trailers the last 30 miles over our goat trail, 
called an access road. The windswept pass over our 
"Mount Baldy "-so named because it was above the 
tree line-could be drifted in with snow in a matter of 
hours, and every trip in or out required the presence of a 
bulldozer in that spot. Shooter D. J. (BUD) CALDWELL 
and Helper BOB FARRELL had no picnic in this prospect 
when they had to open the frozen-over holes for a second 
shot with the aid of ax and crowbar. 

Everybody appea red glad to trade the impressive scenery 
for the flat muskegs northeast of Fort Nelson late in 
January. Production soa red and our crew grew again with 
added equipment and personnel to keep it at peak effi
ciency. Assistant Observer ROLAND PEARSON now had 
to maintain the cables and a lot of seismometers that 
our cable crews kept moving ahead of the recorder. The 
"speed set" included Helpers REAL DURAND, WINSTON 
LARSON, ANTONIO CANCIAN, PAUL BOURGEOIS, GORDON 
JoHNSON, RoN KUJALA, and FRANK STEINER. Driller 

loland Pearson was 
0 norne work," repoir
F-11 "s utility trailer. 
ii keeps a sharp eye 
ioent panel. Right
n,k has rugged go• 
ext shot paint around 
• steep side-hill cul. 

Boa HARRISON and Help er WILLIE STEINROTTER broug ht 
their wet-auger drill to our crew. The "supporting cast" 
was made up by the supply truck driver, Helper J IM 
GINGLES, Mechanic VERN OSLUND, and Party Man
ager DIETER JUERGENS. JIM and VERN also got lots of field 
time in when they went chaining line for the ravenous 
drill crew. Thus the story for Party F- 71 for this winter 
was an ever-changing one, never monotonous, but always 
steady in one respect: top performance. 

As is the case for most mobile camp field crews, the 
Part y F- 71 interpretative office was centralized, with the 
headquarters in Calgary, Alberta. 

Bus and air service kept the field records and tapes 
coming in a never-ending stream. With the field crew on 
an extended schedule, the same applied to the office staff, 
who at time of writing are pretty weary, to say the least. 

Handling the duties here were Party Chief DON PROPP, 
with Assistant Party Chief GRANT BATES and Computer 
JOHN RIVA ably assisting. In addi tion , a newcomer , LES 
EINERSON, was shared on a part-time basis with Party F- 76 . 

Supervising the office and field operation was R. H . 
WHITT, who was kept on the move, shuttling back and 
forth, for both F-71 and F -76 . 

PARTY 33-MOUNT PLEASANT, TEXAS ... 

JERRY SCHULLER and JO MEEK, Reporters 
JO LITTLE, Photogmpher 

P arty 33 began its "year" in Laurel, Mississippi; and 
perhaps by the time this report goes to press, they may be 
back there. It may not be too erroneous to state that a 
good portion of Western field personnel have either worked 
out of Laurel or actually begun their Western association 
on a Laurel-based crew. 

Party Chief MICKEY HOLLIER was on the crew lo~g 
enough to qualify for the year, going to east ~exas 1;rl 
mid-Ju ne. JOE WALKER and PETE KUBIK compnsed his 
office staff. Party Chief JERRY SCHULLER and Compute rs 
N. W. MOFFET and W. G. SMITH are the current office 
personnel, based in Shreveport, Louisiana. . 

The crew was utilizing some special shooting techniques, 
which to the field crew simply means that the line goes 

Finding this ice springs on 
the Alaska Highway so 
beautiful, "Tourists" Real 
Durand ( left) and Roland 
Pearson stopped to pose be
side it. Party F-71 was mak• 
ing a camp move at the lime. 



Party 33 Family Groups. Top lef t
The Al Leakes and Don Meeks had 
lots of fun though no fish. They are, 
from left: Danny Meek , Scotty Leake , 
Ricky Tucker, Observer Don, Corwin, 
Jo, and Kim Meek , and Linda, Mar • 
garel, and Party Manager Al Leake. 
Center-Surveyor Bob Brown smiles 
al daughter Barbara as she clutches 
her Easle r bunny. Right-"Bucky," 
son of Driller George and Jo Little, 
and his puppy , "Baby Jane," enjoy 
the sunshine prior lo Bucky's two· 
week siege of the measles. Left
Driller Harvey Hearn and wife, Jo
anna, show off their son , Tommy. 

through swamp and fores t, pasture and town, whatever 
may fa ll along a stra ight line dr awn on a piece of paper 
called a program map . To those familiar with typical Missis
sippi surface culture of varying pine and native hardwood 
forests - all thickly overrun by thorny thickets and cling
ing vines - of numerous creeks and bogs, of many small 
landow ners with "goo d" fences that cannot be taken down, 
the problems of a specia l crew can readily be visualized. 
These problems were the daily chores of Dw1GHT RICH 
as permitman and surveyor and BuRL SMITH as DWIGHT'S 
assistan t. 

In mid -Ju ly it was decided to locate the office in Shreve 
port, and CHESTER SMITH took up the reins as party man
ager. Two "old -timers,'' Observer HARRY McGEHEE and 
Drill -Mechanic JACK HARWOOD, have acq uired homes in 
Peta l and Magnolia, Mississippi, respect ively, where their 
families have settled down and the children are going 
to school. 

At July's end the crew moved to the rice fields of central 
Louisiana near Alexandr ia, where the problem became 
one of not getti ng caught with your cables down when 
the rice far mers decided to drain and refill certain rice 
paddies. Driller RAY HUMPHREY was in fami liar terr itory 
here, having worked in this area in the not too dista nt past. 

After a month of Cajun country work, the crew moved 
into the town of Springhill, Louisiana, for an assignme nt 
just over the state line in Arkansas. Thi s is lumber countr y 
- pin e lumber and pulp wood, with the sulphite fumes 
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to prove it. In mid-September it was decided to operate in 
Mississippi and the crew was split, with the Springhill con
tingent becoming Party 37 and Party 33 moving into 
Forest , Mississippi. AL L EAKE, who was wrapping up 
his final chores on an East Coast offshore operation, 
assumed party manager duties of Party 33. 

Again we were in typica l Mississippi terrain of hill and 
dale and wooded glen , except that here the poetic mood is 
hard to come by when beating through the brambly briars 
and clutching vines . One line ran in the vicinity of Sher
man's Hill , a bald, red, sandy clay projection overlooking 
all of the surrounding countryside. General Sherman's 
forces camped here while on his Atlanta foray, considering 
it an ideal site in preventing any R ebs from sneak ing in on 
his encamped forces. 

In mid-D ecember Party 33 was in operation in Canton, 
Texas. A short Christmas break enabled Party Manager 
AL L EAKE to move wife MARGARET and children LINDA 
and SCOTTY from Roswell , New Mexico. Observer DoN 
MEEK brought wife Jo and children CORWIN, DANNY, and 
KIM from Shr eveport, Louisiana. After mu ch apartment 
searching, they found "L ittle Ponderosa," a log cabin in 
the pines abou t five miles out of town. Perm itman LEO 
Ivy and wife ELIZABETH spent their vacation completing 
a new hom e in Newton, Mississippi. Shortly after their 
arrival, Drill er H ARVEY H EARN and wife JOANNA acquired 
a new trailer house, much to the delight of the ir young 
son, ToMMY. 

After a short stay in Ca nton , our next stop was Mount 
Pleasant, Texas. Surveyor BoB BROWN, wife DELORES, 
and daughter BARBARA joined us from Okl ahoma . Coming 
to us also were Driller GEORGE LITTLE, wife Jo, son 
"BUCKY," and "Baby Jane" (dog -baby that is) . MICKEY 
NICHOLLS, wife MINETTE, and daughter NECOLE arrived, 
as did GASTON PATE. 

On our departure from Canton, Helper FRED LAWLEY 
and wife DORIS made their first crew move. Other person
nel on the crew includ e RONNIE Cox , KENNETH PIERCE, 
Do N CoFFMAN, J .B. SMITH, and Office Oerk JOE HAYNES. 

With spr ing here, the fishing bug is beginning to bite, 
and Mount Pleasant offers many surrounding lakes and 
picnic areas. Heavy rains have wiped out many planned 
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weekends, howev er. Aft er living in Canton (Pop. 1,300), 
Party 33 crew memb ers are enjoying "big city life" of 
Mount Pleasa nt ( Pop. 10,000). 

PARTY 28-GOLIAD , TEXAS . .. 

HAZEL TAYLOR, Reporter -Photographer 

Hello again to our Western fami ly. It would be almost 
impossible to give reports on each family for the past 
year; so we shall start with Party 28 in Laredo, Texas. 
There a new Western er joined a lot of the "o ld'' ones, 
JIM FORD, with wife SHARON, daught er JENNIFER, and son 
JIMMY. JIM, who hails from Oklahoma , is our survey or. 

It was the month of September , and tha t, of course, is 
the "E nd of Summ er Vacation" and "Back to School " 
month. Beginning their first year in school were RANDY 
TAYLOR, DONNY WATTS, KENNY SKINNER, and TERRY 
NASH. It was a jo yous experie nce for each one and did 
not alter two months later when their respective papas , 
Observer DAL TON TAYLOR, Permitm an DONALD WATTS, 
Surveyor KENNETH SKINNER, and Drill er TOMMY NASH. 
gave the word to move on to our next stop, Pea rsall, Tex as. 
A brief but enjo yab le two month s was spent in Pea rsall. 
The crew then ventur ed on to Goliad , Texas, where every
one is now happil y settled. 

Goliad is one of the oldest municipalities in Texas and 
is among the richest historically. Gn arled oaks stand 
in the streets, and the buildings that surround the court 
house square seem to be from a Western movie. The 
"Hanging Tr ee" on th e courthou se lawn adds to th e 
authenticity. 

Our "trailerites"- Drill er REX BARTON, wife NELL, 
daughter KAYE, and son DoN; Drill er T OMMY NASH, wife 
MARY, and sons, T ERRY and GARY; and Obs erver DAL TON 

Left-The lc,rge ook in the courthouse yard served as the firs t "court• 
house" of Goliad, Texas, and is known as .. The Hanging Tree. " Cattle 
and horse thieves wer e brought to town c,nd given Cl speedy trial-and a 
speedie r dem ise, suspended from a limb of "Th e Hanging Tree." This 
prese nt courthouse wc,s erected in 1894. Right-Young Westerner Rondy 
Toylor looks over the historicol Chopel of the Presidio le, Boh ic,. This 

TAYLOR, wife HAZEL, and RANDY-are parked in a trailer 
court built a round a home that is 150 years o ld and still 
occupied by members of the family who constructed it. 

The Goliad State Park , with its missions and historica l 
sites, has been enjoyed by aU, including some of our 
sister crew mem bers, Party 32, which is located in Kenedy, 
Texas, just 31 miles down the road. 

Everyone is looking forward to summer and tho se week
ends on the coast. H elper ERNEST (STEVE) STEVENS has 
wet his hook, but no one knows what happened to the fish. 
STEVE is on the list of pro spects for the Goli ad girls. Other 
pro spects includ e our pickin', singin' shooter, JIM Mc
CLINTOCK, and bull-ridin' helper, AL KENDRICK. Bette r 
luck next time with those bulls, AL! We lost our most 
eligible bachelor, Party Manager JIM TAYLOR, not to 
marria ge but to Part y 65 , located in Okl ahoma . 

We have welco med D ELMAS T HORNHILL, who took 
J IM'S plac e as party manager, and his family. To loan 
D ELMAS "a helping hand '' came LEWIS McKINNEY, clerk, 
from Shreveport, Lou isiana. 

We would like to announce that DONALD and JEANETTE 
WATTS had a visit on No vemb er 12 from "O le Mr. Stork. " 
H e left a bouncin g baby siste r for DoN NY, 7, K1M, 6, and 
SusAN, 5. H er name is NANCY Jo. 

Safety Awards have been proudly received by DALTON 
TAYLOR, 12 years; DONALD WATTS, 10 years; ROBERT 
T. NASH, 9 years; R EX BARTON, 7 years; and JAMES D. 
MCCLINTOCK and K ENNETH SKINNER, each 1 year . 

PARTY 35-BIG PINEY, WYOMING ... 

CARL SIVAGE, Reporter-Photographer 

Party 35 was re-activa ted in late F ebruary, and its new 
assignment is Big Pin ey, Wyoming. Big Pin ey is near 
Jackson Hol e, the Wind Riv er Mountains , the G rand 

m1ss1on, w hich was moved to this lo cale, one mile south of Goliad , in 
1749, hos not been restored but is in good condition; in foci , it is still 
used os " church todc,y . It is whe re the first flog of Texc,s lndependenc& 
wa s flown ond where on Polm Sundoy, 1836, 360 men serving under 
Col. Fonnin were mossocred . The bell in th e to wer hos " crock pu t there 
when these men tried to signol for help by ringing ii. It hasn 't rung since . 



Teto ns, and in the Green River Basin. Back in the early 
l 820's to 1840 the Indians, Cana dians, Mexicans, and 
the American white men met in the Green River Basin and 
exchanged geograph ical knowledge, as well as furs. This 
was called the Big Green River Rendezvous. 

Arriv ing at Big Piney via South Pass were Surveyor 
R. K. (BoB) ANDERSON, wife EUNICE, and son BoYD, 
age 7 months. EUNICE is a long way from her native 
England. Also among the other arrivals were Helper DON 
ERWIN, wife JANET, and daughter DONNA, age 3 months. 
JANET is a native of "Wonderful Wyoming." 

For Chief Observer CARL SIVAGE and wife EVELYN, the 
winter crossing of South Pass was a long desired wish. 
From the California freeways came DoN JARMAN and wife 
BETTY. "Colo rful Colorado" is BETTY'S home state. Also 
from California are Helpers DON MARTEL and Boo 
HI LFER. Both young men are former Dakota residents. 
Th e local recru it is PORTER BAILEY. From the Alaskan area 
arrived Driller DON ANDERSON, wife PAT, and two chil
dren, ANTONE, age 3, and little sister TRACY, age 1 ½. 
At this writing, PAT and the children are visiting relatives 
in Fort Morgan, Colorad o. 

Nature was kind by extending a thick blanket of snow. 
shining up the mountains, as well as by throwing in a 
refreshing northwest wind. Party Chief W. T. (BILL) 
BROOKS, assisted by JOHN Mc DONALD, from the Salt Lake 
City office, had already arranged for parking space, a 
service station, and a large warm office. Also present and 
helping for good sledding was Supervisor JACK DESMOND. 
Homes are found in trailers, the Piney Motel, and the 
Cot tage Inn. 

Beside keeping the home fires burning, the wives find 
time for coffee, tea, and coke sessions. EUNICE ANDERSON 
gave a Spr ing Season coffee party, which was enjoyable 
and exciting and gave the women a chance to forget winter 
parkas and snow boots. 

Big Piney Crew Personals : Travel ing home for Easter
the ERWINS to Wyoming and the JARMANS to California. 
Motoring to Colorado--DoN ANDERSON, and his family 
will return with him. "Crewsing"- JACK DESMOND. School 
Break Vacatio n- CARL SIVAGE, JR. The Guys and Dolls 
Circle- DON MARTEL and BoB HILFER: Visitors-BILL 
BROOKS and TIM O'LEARY (the latte r is also from the Salt 
Lake City office) . Spending Easter at Home- the BoB 

Porty 35 found Big Piney, Wyoming , 
beaut iful but while. Top-Surveyor 
Bob Anderson really hos to wade in 
snow to do his work. Second-The crew 
finds this rood that it travels to work 
scenic , but rough! Third - For this 
Porty Manager-Chief Observer Corl B. 
Sivoge !third from left) rounded up 
three of his four Don ' s, Jarmon , Er
win, ond Mortel. Perhaps Don No. 4 , 
Driller Ander son, took the p icture . 
Bottom-The wives enjoy the snow by 
staying inside as ore , from left : Eve
lyn Sivoge , Betty Jarmon, Eunice An
derson , and Janet Erwin and baby 
Donna. Right -l ittle Boyd , son of Bob 
and Eunice , is happy with his toys . 
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AKDERSONS and the CARL SIVAGES. Amusements - bowl
ing, ice fishing, rock hunting, sightseeing, photography , 
and armchai r TV. Safety Aw ards- CARL SIVAGE, 18 yea rs; 
DoN ANDERSON, 6 yea rs; and DoN ERWIN, 1 year. 

If you are the exploring type, adventurous, or interes ted 
in the historical, you need not "go foreign" to find the se 
interests. Just visit Party 35, "when it's sp ring time in the 
Rockies." (Since reporting, this crew has relocated in 
Mount Pleasant, Utah.-Ed.) 

We of Party 35 wish to exte nd to our fellow-We stern ers 
in Alaska our regre ts for their unpleasant exper iences in 
the Alaskan quake. 

PARTY 78- MO RGAN CITY, LOUISIANA ... 

BERK DOOLEY, Reporter 
JIM SQUIRES, Photographer 

Two years have passed since this reporter, BERK 
DOOLEY, has seen the Atchafalaya River, glistening in the 
Louisiana sun. It is good to be back! We have our house 
trailer with us and are at hom e to our many We stern 
friends in this area. 

We were surprised at th e rapid growth of Morgan City. 
Avondale is building a shipyard along the river; conse
quently, thousands of families have had to move into the 
city proper. Thi s mak es it difficult for doodl ebuggers to 
find places to live. 

Since our last report to the PROFILE, Shooter LEWIS 
PADDIE left us to go hom e (West Africa) and was replaced 
by PAUL MOUTON. JERRY and RUTH ELMORE are with us, 
and he is doing a fine job as observer under JAMES 
SQUIRES, our co -ordinator. 

JIM was married on Sep tem ber 23, 1963, to Ro sE ANN 
SPINELLA, a Morgan City girl. The ceremony wa s per
formed in Morgan City at th e Sacred H ea rts Catholic 
Church. They honeymooned in Duran go, Colorado, 
J1M's home. 

When BoB NICHOLLS was assign ed to take charge of 
Western's boat fleet office in Pascagoula, Missi ssippi , KEN 
BRYANT took over as party ch ief of Party 78, and KEN 
and VIRGIE live in New Orl eans . In the office with KEN 
are Chief Computer W. H. H UDSON and A ssistant Com
puters F. C. GANDOLFO and NICHOLAS J. DISTEFANO. 
JAMES DENNISTON is our supervisor. Th e March PROFILE 
reported his promotion. 

DANNY STEGALL came down from Shreveport to be 
junior observer, and the help er duties are capably filled by 
TOM SAWYER, CARL LIVAUDAIS, NEAL HARDIN, and MER
VIN (RED) REED. 

The crew has covered a good part of the Gulf . During 
the winter months we enc ount ered a great number of 
storms. The boats picked up two inch es of snow in one of 
these storms, to the delight of some of the crew members 
who had never see n the "whit e stuff." 

We are going fishing if I can ever catch Party Manager 
(and husband) CLAUDE DOOLEY as he goes by. Come 
join us in the "Land of the Bayous!" 
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Top-Party 78 Co-o rdinator Jim 
Squires and his bride gave a 
photographer a minute to take 
this pic ture following their wed• 
ding ceremony . Second-Helper 
T. W. (Tom) Sawyer is proud of 
h is developing job for Party 
78. Third - Assistant Observer 
J. D. (Danny) Stegall, also of 
Party 78 , records another tape . 
Bottom - This is one of the 
lights that guide Party 78 boats . 



PARTY 67-MO RRILTON , ARKANSAS ... 

PAUL MIELLY, Reporter 
STEVE WINBORN and PAUL MIELLY, Photographers 

A 1,400-mile move to a new contract, from Montana to 
Morrilton , Arkansas, where the field and office forces 
were reunited, was the big event of February for Party 67. 
Supervisor C. W. DICK was on hand to help Party Manager 
DELMAS THORNHILL set up an office. H ous ing was readily 
available in this town of 6,000 population, and Chief 
Obs erver J. E. (BuBBA) BusC HMIHLE was able to begin 
takin g records in the new horizont al stack ing style with 
little delay. An abnor mally large rainfall, however, soon 
forced a great deal of delay in operations. The silver lining 
in our rainclouds, though, was that this enabled the crew 
members to become acquainted with their scenic, new 
location. 

Morrilton is located on the broad Arkansas Ri ver 82 
miles north of the famous spa of Hot Springs. The terrain 
is that of gentle valleys and plateaus at the northern front 
of the Ouachita Mount ains. It is atop one of these mount
ains, directly across the river from Morrilton, that Win
throp R ockefeller settled in Arkansas and established 
Winrock Farms. This is the headquarters from which 
Rock efe ller ha s worked to industrialize his adopted state 
and will likely campaign this year as Republican candidate 
for governor. ( A week after we received this, Mr. Rocke -

Though Porty 67, since reporting, ha s relocated In Durant , Okla
homa, these members are pictured in Morrilton , Arkansas. Far 
left- .. We wont a line across this mountain, Harry, 11 says Party 
Chief Steve Winborn I rightl lo Permitman Larrabee. Second-Chief 
Computer Poul Mietly stops on a sunny Sunday afternoon for a pic
ture. Third-Posing proudly in their Scout uniforms ore the two 
younger Winboms , Gail , 10, and Te rry, 14. Terry is working on 
his Star badge. For right - Computer Ron Black, wife Kathy , and 
their 8-month-old Kyle ore enjoying the warmth of Easter Sunday. 

Porty 67 field crew is shown at wo rk near Morrilton, Arkonsos. 
For left- Helper George Underwood and Surveyor Jim Bloir ore 
preparing to lay out a line. Second- Helper Glenn Murray ond 
Driller Allen Diver ore keeping the ir eagle eyes on the "kelly." 
Third-More drilling. This study in profiles is of Driller Floyd 
(Pogenl Davis, who is making hole. Fourth (op posite poge l
Chief Observer Joe IBubbal Buschmihle likes tho looks of this 
record and points out some good rofleclions lo Helper Rolph Shoo. 

feller confirmed R eporter Mielly's "prediction" by announc
ing his candidacy!-Ed.} 

Winrock is a show place for santa gertrudis cattle brecd
ing-7,500 ac res of lush grass, irrigated by an elaborate 
pumping system from the river severa l hundred feet below. 
Adjacent to the impr ess ive barn s and hom e of Winrock is 
Petit Jean State Park, which promises to be a fine spot for 
boating and picnics this sum mer. 

Party Chief STEVE WINBORN had to leave daughter LURA 
behind as she had enrolled last fall in nur sing at the Uni
versity of Wyoming. H e and PHYLLIS, however, still have 
an active household, what with G AIL'S current crush on 
the Beatles and TERRY'S Scouting activities. PEGGY and 
BUBBA BUSCHMJHLE also have an active teener in YVETTE, 
who gets bundles of mail from friends back in Broadus. 
Montana. Driller FLOYD (POGEN) DAVIS has centralized 
his family in Stratford, Oklahoma, where GWEN is super
vising the education of CY THIA ANN and BurcH. I 
detected a twinkle of fa therly pride recently when PoGEN 
mentioned BUTCH'S top grades in senior high to his old 
friend, Supervisor GEORGE SHOUP. Other young doodle
buggers include H elpe r RALPH and VERA SHEA'S DA:-iA 
and DAVE, who play with neighbors JIM and GENE DIVER, 
children of Drille r ALLEN and IMA JEAN, and Part y 67's 
youngest, KYLE, 8-month-old son of Computer RON and 
KATHY BLACK. A proud family in the Easter Parade, 
replete with corsages and boutonnieres, was Surveyor 
JIM and MARVENE BLAIR, with LoRr and RON, seen 
out at the Colonia l R esta urant after church. Speaking of 



flowers, JIM'S assistant, G EORGE UNDERWOOD, says wife 
BONNIE is workin g for a local florist. Di scoun t on the 
corsages, JrM? 

But what about our bach elor contingent? No, they 
have not found the likes of Arkansas' own Donna Axum 
yet though they have looked hard . Chief Computer PAUL 
MIELLY was busy singing in an Easter Cantata with th e 
Morrilton Commun ity Chorus; and Shooter STAN KOPPER, 
Helper GLENN MURRAY, and Junior O bserver CHESTER 
ROUNDTREE claim to have caught a 35-pound catfish in 
the Ark ansas River. Wh en pr esse d for the evide nce, they 
said they had a fish fry and ate it. Come on, men, thi s is 
Arkansas, not Texas ! 

Welcome to Per mitman HARRY LARRABEE and wife 
LOUISE. We hope th ey like this place as well as we do. 

PARTY 65 (Office)-OKLAHOMA CITY, 
OKLAHOMA ... 

SAM BURNSIDE, Reporter 
BOB GRIFFIN, Photographer 

As Lou ella says, "H ello Again" from Party 65 on 
Route 66, in the city that is mighty pr etty acco rding to the 
song, Okl ahoma City. 

My first exclusive is the weather, which is as changeable 
as my ideas for this articl e. Parkas one day, Berm udas 
the next. 

Heading the office are the two golf duffers . BEN LANGS
TON, promoted to superv isor in January, finds that , with 
his family and new duti es, his hacking the fairways is at 
a minimum. T he other budding " Pro," BILL WALZ, has had 
two surprises, being assigned the dut ies of party ch ief in 
January and being blessed by his wife, NETA, with a baby 
boy, GREGORY, born last July 30. The WALZ also have a 
daughter , SUSAN MARIE. 

Anothe r "old-timer" is Computer Bos GRIFFIN, who 
wafts the office with his smell ing cigars while plotting 
through the haz e . 

Party 65's office staff has been augmented by the a rriv al 
of Chief Compute r DON GARDNER and his wife, SHARON, 
by way of Shr eveport, New Orl ea ns, and points south. 
DoN waits for the weekends to take his trusty rod , reel, and 
wife and head for the nea rest fishing hole . Also , Senior 
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Party 65 office personne l a re at work 
in Oklahoma City. Top left-Chief 
Computer Don Gardner checks the 
day book. Bottom left-Compu ter 
Paul Robinson types a report fo r 
headquarters. Top right-Party Chief 
Bill Walz picks records. Middle righ t 
-Senior Computer Sam Burnsid e 
computes re cords. Bottom right-Of
fice wo rkers, no ; Weste rners, yes. 
The newest addition to the Walz 
family , baby Gregory, joins siste r 
Susan Mar ie for photographic record. 

21 



Party F-76 worked in two 
types of country in northern 
British Columbia this winter. 
Left - One of the crew's 
trucks crosses a coulee. In 
the foreground just left of 
cente r is a shot hole with 
a beaten path leading from 
it through the snow to the 
rood. Right-Chi ef Obser
ver Stan Stevens sticks his 
head out of the recording 
truck to check on his boys . 

Computer SAM BURNSIDE came from Long Beach, Cal i
fornia, with a detour in New Orleans. Being a sports 
aficionado, he has been waiting for the baseball '89e rs, last 
year's P.C.L. champions, to begin the 1964 season. Round
ing out the office sextet is Computer PAUL ROBINSON, new 
with Western. PAUL resides in nearby Norman, the site 
of the University of Okla homa . 

Since Party 65's last report, ex-reporter J. B. MUNDY 
left for East P akistan, and Supervisor CHARLES DICK is 
moving soon to Midland, Texas, after having spent seven 
years in Oklahoma City. 

So Jong for a while from Party 65. 

PARTY 65 (Fieldl-DUNCAN, OKLAHOMA ... 

DORA SHEA and GAIL BRYANT, Reporters 

Reporting from Duncan, Oklahoma, the men of Party 65 
field crew have made several moves recently . Th e crew 
has been in Mineola, Texas; Lindsay, Oklahoma ; and 
Duncan , where it remains at the present time. The men 
have been on numerous spike jobs, including some in 
both eastern and western sect ions of Oklahoma. 

Since the wives remain behind and are living in different 
towns, there have not been any "get-toge thers,'' but we are 
hoping that in the very near future we can all be together 
for coffees and chats. 

While Ob server BILLY McNEw was spiking, his wife, 
PATSY, and children were visiting relative s in Texas. 
Assistant Observer DAN SHEA made a flying trip to Cali
fornia, driving back a new drill and returni ng to a happy 
wife, DORA, and their children. While Driller CLARENCE 
PERRYMAN and Helper ToM KANIVE are breaking in the 
new drill , CLARENCE'S wife, CHRISTINE, and son CLAR
ENCE, JR., remain at home in Ardmore, Oklahoma. Shooter 

22 

HENRY Ross is spending time alone while wife SHARON 
remains in Madi ll, Oklahoma , waiting for "M r. Stork" to 
arrive in Apri l. 

HOWARD CRIDER arrived from a Texas crew to take over 
as surveyor. Other membe rs of the crew are Helpers 
GERALD P ERKINS, DON KECK, DAVE KECK, JIM MC
F ERRAN, and CHARLES EDWARDS. 

Youngest arriva ls include two girls: GINA LYNN was 
born last Octob er 28 at Pauls Valley, Oklahoma. She 
weighed 6 pounds , 9 ounces and is the daught er of VAUGHN 
BRYANT and wife GAIL. Th e newest of all is KAREN DENISE, 
weighing 7 pounds, 2 ounces when she was born February 
15 to GERALD PERKINS and wife CODENE. 

HOMER HOLDER left for Montana to head a new gravity 
crew, and JIM TAYLOR has replaced him . JIM is happy to 
be nearer his hom e in Arka nsas, where he visited his family 
over the Easter weekend. 

Party '65 crew members enjoyed a Safety Dinner in 
December at George's Steak House in Chickasha , Okla
homa. Receiving Safety Awards were: Driller FLOYD 
DAVIS, 16 years; Surv eyor ROBERT BROWN, IO years; 
Observer BILLY MCNEW, 8 years; Assistant Observer DAN 
SHEA, 3 yea rs; and Shooter HENRY Ross, 1 year. Before 
retir ing for the evening, everyone went to the Club "62" 
to try out some new dance steps. Everyone did fine and 
enjoyed themselves very much. 

This wraps it up from the field crew of P arty 65. 

PARTY F-76-FORT NELSON-
HIGH LEVEL, BRITISH COLUMBIA ... 

DAVE JOHNSTON, Reporter 
ARNOLD A YLEWORTH, Photographer 

The only similarity between the Fort Nelson area , where 
Party F -7 6 spent the early part of the winter, and the High 
Level area, where the crew finished up, was the poplar 
trees. Fort Nelson , British Columbia, is a combination of 
steep hills and flat muskeg bogs. Geophone Placement 
Engineers MEL T UGMAN, DAN STEFFLER, and ERWIN 
To NTSCH were never sure when they laid cable over a hill 
whether or not they might have to walk back up . They 
were kept from developing bore dom during the winter 
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by what seemed like an ever- changing number of seismo
meters used by the crew. Recording problems proved a 
constant challenge to Ch ief Observer STAN STEVENS and 
his aid - PROGRAM GAIN. 

Lynx were numerous in the area . Driller Bos HARRISON 
brought one down with his trus ty twenty-two. Wolves 
hauled down a moose a short distance from our camp 
site, proving to certain doubting Thomases that it is 
indeed possible. 

The move to the flat, brush -covered, potential farm 
land around High Level saw several changes in equipment 
and personnel. Surveyor DEWEY HOLT and his helper, 
WERNER MAYRHOFER, were switched for Surveyor DAVE 
JOHNSTON and his rodman, LYLE RAY. F or DAVE this 
flat going proved a welcome change from the mountains 
where he had started the winter. Driller Bos HARRISON 
and. his helper, WILLIE STEINROTTER, took the Sewell 
to Party F-71 in exchange for Driller ORVILLE MCDIARMID 
and his helper, BILL DEDICK. The move was spread over 
three days to give the crew a break to let off steam after 
60 days in the bush. Party F-63 was encountered en route, 
and old times were discussed over a couple of cool ones. 
LARRY TOWERS was acquired from Party F -63. 

Some of the work was around the Chinchaga River 
Being frozen over, it offered a good access to some of the 
area. Drilling got a little rougher, forcing Drillers JoE 
MILLER and ORVILLE MCDIARMID to push a little 
harder. A four-hour water haul from the river to the edges 
of the prospect did not help. Drill Helpers DAN MAC
NAUGHTON and BrLL DEDICK saw these long water hau ls 
in a different light as Party Manager ARNOLD AYLESWORTH 
sometimes sent them out at 4 o'clock in the morning so 
that they would be back with a load of water when the 
rest of the crew was ready to go to work. 

St. John's Ambulance sent out a First Aid instructor to 
our camp to administer a course in First Aid. The majority 
of the crew took advantage of this opportunity to get their 
certificates, vouchers, or medallions. Shooter JIM THOMP
SON, the most advanced man in the crew in First Aid, 
obtained his First Label. 

With the advent of spring, the crew was de-act ivated . 
ARNOLD AYLESWORTH has been banished to a summe r 

Porty 70's Party Chief W. T. Buckingham gives the final O .K. on a 
normal moveout velocity analysis. Anal yses are sent ta the Shreve
port stacking office where they ar e used fo r cam de terminati ons 
in the process of removing normal moveo ut from indiv idua l records. 

lef t- Though this looks very much like "li'I Albie," the Los An
geles Angels' minu te outfielder, it is really Lyle Ray, Party 
F-76's rodman, in British Columbia. Right-Surveyor Dave Jo hn
ston ( same crew, sam e p lace, bu t di fferent height!) shoots the sun. 

in Calgary. STAN STEVENS will spend the summer in the 
playback center, also in Calgary. J1M THOMPSON and 
DAVE JOHNSTON are slated for Party F-71, and ORVILLE 
MCDIARMID is heading back up the Alaska Highway to 
P arty F-63. JoE MILLER is returning to his farm. 

Party F- 76's office staff weathered the winter's operation 
in Ca lgary, approximately a thousand miles south of the 
field crew. Radio-telephone kept the office and field 
units closely knit. Party Chief BILL Ross and Computer 
GARY RADFORD are second-year men with F- 76. They were 
assisted by CHES LEWIS and LES ErNERSON. Joining 
Western with CHES are wife JOYCE and sons, RANDY, 12, 
and RONNIE, 3. LES is useful around the office and 
can tell jokes. 

PARTY 70 (Office)-NEW ORLEANS, 
LOUISIANA ... 

JOE BOUDREAUX, Reporter-Photographer 

Office members of marine Party 70 are extremely for
tunate to be located in the "Crescent City," New Orleans. 
Being the South's center of culture, it offers the Westerner 
unlimited opportunities for enjoyment and relaxation . For 
music lovers there are two opera theaters. The historic 
minded sightseer may spend hours in the famous Cabildo 
and Presbytere, which houses part of the Louisiana State 
Museum. Short drives along the old Mississippi River 
roads, presently Louisiana Highways 18 and 44, will take 
one to the pre-Civil War ruins of plantation homes. 
Westwego, Oak Alley, Evergreen, Elmwood, and San 
Francisco are only a few of the many ancient homes that 
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One of the most unique in design of the old plonlation mansions, 
this one, called San Francisco, resembles a river steamer. It was 
erected in 1850 on Highway 44 about three miles above Reserve. 

Elmwood, constructed in 1762 in Harahan, is one of the oldest 
ante-bellum plantation homes in the Deep South. Ryan , son of 
Party 70 Computer-Photographe r Joe Boudreaux , enjoys scenery. 

ANTE-BELLUM PLANTATION HOMES NEAR NEW ORLEANS 

overlook the Mississippi River from New Orleans to Baton 
Rouge. They represent splendors of the Old South. 

The countryside is dotted with battlefield markers. It was 
in Chalmette , which is just southeast of New Orl eans, that 
Gen. Andrew Jackson led his troops, with the Kentucky 
Ri fles and Jean L afitte, in battle to defeat the Briti sh at 
the turning point of the Battle of 1812. The Civil War 
also left its mark on this great city. 

Western gourmets agree that New Orleans Fr ench 
cuisine is incomparabl e to any other. Very few Westerners 
come and go without dining at one of the many fine French 
restaurants in the Vieux Carre ("Old French Quarter''). 

Geographically, New Orleans is perfectly situated for 
the spo rtsman. A few minutes' drive will take him to some 
of the best fresh - and salt-wat er fishing in the world. 
Fresh -water lakes and marshes are heavily populated with 
bass, bream, and crappie (sac-a-lait). Assistant Computer 
EUGENE J. SENAT, an ardent salt-water fisherman, reports 
that speckle sea trout are beginning to hit artificial bait in 
the brackish waters of this area. Computer JOE BOUDREAUX 
is happy to announce that bass and crappie are at their 
season's peak. 

Built before the Civil War and abandoned, the ruins of Westwego 
still stand almost forgotten along the River Road in Westwego. 

Early spring in New Orl eans is a time of recuperation. 
Computer FRANCES SALVAGGIO, a native Orl eanian, is just 
now recuperating from the many traditional Mardi Gras 
balls and festivities in which she participated. She happily 
ann ounc ed that she had not missed any of the 15 street 
parades during the 1964 Mardi Gra s . (Frances reigned as 
Queen of the Krewe of Elenia Ball during the 1962 
Mardi Gras. ) Part y Chief W. T. (BUCK) BUCKINGHAM 
in late March left the chores of the office for a supervisory 
tour of the field crew. He was accompanied by acting 
Party Manager MICKEY HOLLIER and Assistant Computer 
EUGENE SENAT. They boarded the supply boat Horn 
Island in Gulfport , Mississippi, and ventured southward 
in the Gulf of Mexico to the prospect, where they trans
ferred onto the recording boat Tony Walker. BucK reported 
that the Gulf was calm and all went according to plans 
during the operation. On the return trip to Gulfport at 
night, however, a heavy fog set in; mere instinct on the 
part of the skipper led them safely into port. 

Supervisor HOWARD DINGMAN revealed that the crew 
would be kept extremely busy throughout the year with 
the many jobs scheduled. 

t 

located on Highway 18 east of Edgard, Ev~rgreen is probably the 
finest example of the old plantation homes. It was built in 1840. 



TWO "VETS" RECEIVE 30 -YEAR SERVICE PINS. Thirty years 
is a long time to work for one company-especially when 
that company is not quite 3 l yea rs old-but G. E. (Ed) 
Planck and R. T. (Bing) Crosby have done just that, with 
Ed receiving his pin in April and Bing this month. Coinciden
tally, both of these loyal employees started their Western 
careers on drilling crews of Party 3 in Kansas. Ed is a native 
of Larned, Kansas; and Bing was born in "next door" Mis
souri but was working on a Kansas highway gang when he 
heard of the format ion of a Western crew in Larned. 

A year after Ed became a Westerner, he switched from 
drilling to recording , as a helper on Party 7, and worked on 
up through the ranks to party manager. During his 30 years 
he has explored in the Midwest, the South, the West, the 
Rocky Mountains , and Canada and served on many, many 
crews, with Parties 18 and 28 seemingly his "favorites. " 

Last November, however, Ed was summoned from the 
northern Rockies to Shreveport , Louisiana, to assist in the 
rapidly expanding data and analysis offices there. This move 
may have meant more opportunity for his favorite sport, golf, 
but it also meant being away from wife Laura and 17-year
old daughter Sara until the end of the scho ol year. Th ey re
mained in Cody, Wyom ing, for Sara, an honor student, to 
finish her junior year in high school. 

Bing stuck to the drills and eventually found himself trav
eling out of the Los Angeles laboratory as drill superv isor to 
assist in solving drill ing problems of crews in the Rocky 
Mountains area and Canada. In 1949 he became shop super
visor of Western 's shop in Casper , Wyoming. When the 
Company sent its first crew into the Sahara Desert (Party 90 
in Libya) in I 958, Bing went along as drill and equipment 
supervisor, for he was to every Westerner who knew him the 
"'old Pro'' on equipment in any terrain. Wife Velma accom
panied him and set up "home " in Tripoli. By that time their 
daughter, Joyce, had already made them grand parents . 

After several years in that desert , Bing returned to the States 
and was assigned to the Shreveport shop- but only briefly. 
Party 90 was being re -activated for anothe r desert prospect, 
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this time in the Hadh ramaut and again needed the "old Pro" 
as core drill and equipment supervisor. Th e Crosbys joined 
the flight to Aden, where Velma established "home base," and 
Bing went on into the desert with the field crew, where he 
currently is. Toda y Bing is one of Western's most respected 
empl oyees. Fortunately, he happene d to be in Aden on rest 
break when Supervisor Harold Murphree received the 
WESTERN PROFILE'S request for Bing 's picture. 

On behalf of all Westerners, the PROFILE extends congrat
ulations to Ed and Bing on th is milestone in their careers . 

EAST TEXAS SOCIAL EVENT-Mrs . Matt Herri ngton, of Part y 
21, was hostess to a dinner-dance for three Texas-based crews, 
Parties 21, 33, and 19, in the Hospitality Room of the Flame 
Mot el in Sulphur Springs, Texas. Members of Party 33 came 
from Mount Pleasant, and Party 19 journeyed over from 
Winn sboro . Supervisor Ben Langston, from Oklahoma City, 
happened to arr ive in town just in time to join in the fun. 
Also present were Mr. and Mrs. Bob Gable and daughter Pat, 
who were visiting the George Littles. Following a cocktail hour , 
steaks were served and the Twisting began . Twisting instruc 
tions were given by "old Pro" Don Meek. With old acquaint
ances renewed and new friends made, a good time was had 
by aJI.- Jo Little. 

HERE IN MONT ANA we are aJways hearing about the "Big 
Blizzard of 84" and all of the casualties of that one. Party 66 
can now report that we had a casualty in the "Blizzard of 64." 
Tommy Harris , wife of Party Manager John Harris, was 
running an errand for her husband in a blizzard we had the 
first of February and broke her leg. She had parked her car 
in the office parki ng lot; and as she stepped from behind it into 
the 50-mile-an -hour wind and snow , she fell on the frozen 
ground and broke her leg. She is out of the cast at report ing 
time but will have to use crutches for several more weeks. 

30 YEARS 

Left-G. E. r Ed> Planck re
ceives his 30-Year Service 
Pin from Vice President 
Booth B. Strange in Shreve
port, Louisiana. Right -
R. T. (Bing) Crosby is pre
sented his similar diamond 
and emerald pin by Supervi
sor H. F. Murphree in Aden. 



INSTALLATION of Western Supervisor Thomas L. Slaven as 
1964 president of the Pacific Coast Section of the Society of 
Exploration Geophysicists took place April 9 during the two
day annual joint meeting of the S. E. G., the American Asso
ciation of Petroleum Geologists, and the Society of Economic 
Paleontologists and Mineralogists at the Biltmore Hotel in 
Los Angeles. 

Two Westerners also gave papers at this meeting, Carl Savit 
and Don Blue, both of the mathematic research department. 
Don spoke to the petroleum geologists on the subject, "Reflec
tion Techniques Suggest the Nature of Deep Ocean Sedi
ments," using colored slides and informa tion obtained from 
Western's participation in the Mohole Project. Carl addressed 
his paper, "Digital Seismograms," to the exploration geo
physicists, discussing how to digitize geophysical records econ
omically and effectively. 

Tom first became a member of the Pacific Coast Section's 
executive committee in .1959 when he served one year as the 
editor of the Section's Geophysical Digest. Then followed a 
year as secretary-treasurer , and in 1962 and 1963 he was 
district representative to the international S. E. G. council. 

With the 34th international meeting of the S. E. G. sched
uled for the Biltmore November .I 6 through 19, committees 
have been established , with Westerners heading two of them. 

Vice President V. E. Prestine and Tom Slaven are chairman 
and vice chairman, respectively, of the entertainment commit
tee, and Carl Savit and Curtis Johnson are serving the respec
tive positions of the publications committee. 

The new president of the Paci~c Coast Section is one of 
those "rare birds" around the Los Angeles office, a native 
Californian. A staff geophysicist, as well as supervisor, Tom 
began his Western career 16 years ago in the field as a helper 

.. on Party 32. Then a student at the University of California 
in Berkeley, Tom worked two summer vacations on this crew. 
He became a full-time Westerner in the summer of 1950 on his 
graduation from the University with an A. B. degree in 
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The big smiles worn by Claude and Berk Dooley were caught by 
Evelyn ( Mrs. W. C.) Nelson as the Dooleys lifted out the ice chest 
presented to them by members of Party 52 as a farewell gift when 
the Oooleys left for Morgan City, Louisiana, wher e Claude took 
over a Western waler crew. The party was at the C. N. Hardin home. 

Thomas L. Slaven, supervisor and staff geophysicist in 
Western's headquarters office in Los Angeles, has been 
installed as president of the Pacific Coast Section of 
the Society of Exploration Geophysici sts for 1964. 

geophysics. His first assignment was as a computer on Party 9. 
Since then Tom has worked California from one end to the 
other, including offshore, and has also seen some service in 
the Gulf Coast, the Rocky Mountains, and Cuba ("before 
Castro," he says). His supervisory duties have also taken him 
to Hawaii on two different government jobs that Western did. 

During World War II Tom was a sergeant in the army. Both 
he and his wife, Helen, an R. N. , are avid sailors and campers. 
They have their own sailboat and camper truck, which means 
that they are never at a loss as to what to do on weekends. 
Th ey also have been known to take off for the nearby mount. 
ains in the winter and get in some skiing. 

PARTY 52 WAS FORTUNATE to hold its first Safety Dinner in 
several months on April 4 . Audie Hardin acted as hostess and 
very capably saw to it that everyone had a good time. Even 
though Party Manager Clarence Hardin and Audie would 
not "break the ice" and show everyone how to Twist, they 
did manage to push a few couples onto the dance floor to 
try a few "old -fashioned" steps. Party Chief Tom Toschlog and 
his wife Karol came in from Jackson to participate in the 
dining and dancing. Driller W. C. (Sarge) Nelson and wife 
Evelyn did not wait for anyone to start the fun. Sarge attempted 
every different dance that came through the hi-fi speakers
even a short excerpt from the Apache War Dance-to the 
applause of all who watched. 

Others who enjoyed the delicious steak dinner included 
Observer C. W. Scott and wife Geneva, Surveyor Alvin Warren 
and wife Judy, Driller Mechanic Earl Floyd and wife Pearl, 
Permitm an W. L. (Hap) Tidwell and wife Polly , Helper C. F. 
(Butch) Brown and wife Marie, Helper Bryant McCarroll and 
wife Mattie, Helper Lex Bradley and wife Margaret, Chief 
Computer Fred Merten and guest Bertha Horne, Helper Gene 
West and guest Kathy Mathes, and Helpers H. T. Hinton and 
B. T. Davis.-Fred Merten. 
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PARTY 52 FIELD CREW recently returned to the "Magn olia 
State" and located in Hattiesburg, home of Mississippi South. 
ern University, only 60 miles from the beautifu l coast of Biloxi. 
After we went through the regular rout ine of house hunting, 
parking mobile homes, and enrolling children in schoo l, "The 
Rains Came." The rains and a four -day school break gave the 
crew an enjoyab le leisure weekend . Char les F. Brown and wife 
Marie have joined the many Westerners who go in for mobile
home living. They have purchased a lovely new "Chickasha ." 
Safety Awards have been presented to Party Manager C. N. 
Hardin, 13 years; Observer Car l W. Scott , 8 years; and Sur
veyor Alvin Warren, 3 years . Party 52 welcomes Pe rmitman, 
W. L. Tidwell and Driller Mechanic E. E. Floyd to the crew. 
-Audie Hardin . 

NEWEST MEMBER of the Party 52 office is Compu ter Don 
Ladatta. He replaced Jerrry Murphy, who went to Party 32. 
A native of Shreveport, Louisiana, Don received his bachelor 
degree in mathematics from Louisiana Tech in Ruston, Louis i
ana. Prior to coming to Western, he spent severa l months as a 
mud engineer on offshore and sou th Louisiana coastal rigs . 
Don came to Party 52 single--just as did Jer ry. We are all 
wondering if he can do what Jerry could not; I mean fight off 
the marriage-minded Mississippi belles.-J. H. Bellar. 

A NATIVE OF !RAN is now a Westerner, having joined the 
staff of Party R-4 in September 1963. Iradj Forootan , "Roger" 
as the others on the Salt Lake City office crew call him, is a 
computer. He completed his studies at the MacKay School of 
Mines at the Univers ity of Nevada . 

Eual Templer, one of Party R-4's computers, spent his spare 
time during the past winter studying his law cou rse. Charles 
Lesley, our draftsman, enjoyed Salt Lake City 's long winter 
and snowfall by spending most of his weekends skiing at the 
Alta and Solitude resorts. 

Party R-4 is also serving as the office force for the Party 
35 field crew, which is working near Mount P leasant , Utah. 
-/rad; Forootan . 

"BYLINER OF THE MONTH" was the honor conferred upon 
Eloise Fraizier, one of our PROFILE'S most faithful reporters, 
by another employee publication. Eloise , wife of Westem 's 
Shop Supervisor Jay Fraizer , Midland, Texas, is a dictaphone 
operator in the Midland district office of a Texas employers' 
insurance group and is her office's reporter for the group's 
magazine, Brickbat s & Bouquets. She began these reporti ng 
duties when she started working for the organization as a 
clerk-typist in 1956. Eloise was featured as "Byliner of the 

Month" in a story in the March issue of the magazine, which 
also had a picture of Elo ise and Jay . 

Westerners who are aware that Eloise worked on a news
paper in her native Kansas and who have followed her cov. 
erage of our Midland emp loyees in the PROFILE over the years 
know that she is well qualified and deserving of the title 
bestowed upon her by Brickbats & Bouquets. Congratulations 
from all of us, Elo ise. -The Editor. 

OUR PARTY 74 repo rted in for this issue with the fron t page 
of its client 's weekly newspaper , which had, of course, a story 
and picture of Party 74 . According to Party Manager Rui 
Esteves, the paper's reporters and photograp hers took a trip 
with the crew on the Jackson Creek and the Red Creek and 
printed two art icles, one of which Rui sent us . 

Following its lead paragraph was this: 
"The survey , part of the company's search for addit ional 

oil reserves within the concession area, is being conducted by 
the Western Geophysical Company of America, owner of 
the two deep water craft. " 

Farther down our Co-ordinator Phi l Murray was quoted: 
" 'The survey has gone off with very few hitches. Our big. 

gest problem in these waters has been getting in and out 
of reefs.'" 

MID LAND WESTERNERS "COMMUTE" AND PARTY. Super
visor George Shoup , after returning from several weeks spent 
in Nigeria, was home only briefly before making a trip to 
Arkansas to visit his crew there . By the t ime this gets into 
pr int , Mik e Shoup , son of George and Betty Shoup, will be 
giving his time to Uncle Sam' s Arm y for the next six months. 

A coffee was held in the Shoup home to bid farewell to 
Virgie Bryant and to welcome Margaret Webb to the small 
coterie of Western women located here in Midland, Texas. 
Present were Mary El izabeth Shoup , Elizabeth Ross, Mary 
Wardell , Eloise Fraizer, Opal Rogers, Margue rite Satterwh ite 
(of Odessa), Velma King, and the two guests of honor . The 

Satterwhit es still live in Odessa for schoo l reasons. 
Th e Ken Bryants , as some of you wou ld already know, 

moved from Midland to New Orleans and Party 78. Replacing 
Ken as party manager here is J. W. (Spider) Webb . 

Apr:il 7 was just another day to Dick and Mary Wardell 
until they arrived home from work and found a congratulatory 

Boys and Pets. Left--Don Louis Birdsong , 
Jr ., 2 ½, had not seen his dog friend , Pep
pel, for over a year a nd so had a happy re
union when his parents, on Party 54 at the 
time, visited Peppal's ••parents ," the C. N. 
Hardins, Party 52, Right-Thi s is Kokomo, 
the Shetland pony that Party Chief Homer 
Holder won in a raffle in Rusk, Texas, and 
Jerry and Joe Taylor are deriving a great 
deal of pleasure from Kokomo . Homer , now 
heading a gravity crew in Montana , left the 
pony with the boys' father , J. M. Taylor. 



LINDA LEAKE 

telegram from daughter Linda. The occasion they forgot? 
Their 25th wedding anniversary! Such an event called for 
at least a little something different; so a quick phone call to 
the Jay Fraizers resulted in an impromptu "dinner out" for 
the two couples. 

After "commuting" between Houston and Midland for two 
weeks or more, Shop Supervisor Jay Fraizer managed to 
remain at home about two weeks and then on March 26 flew 
to Billings, Montana, from where he was schedu led to return 
a rig to Midland. With the aid of Glenn Jones, from the 
Shreveport location, Jay transferred all stored equipment from 
Houston to Midland. He and Glenn would fly down, get two 
trucks in cond ition to take out on the road, and head back to 
Midland. After a night or two here, they would fly back down 
and repeat the process. 

Observer Supervisor W. T. Ross has been kept busy most 
of the time in the Gulf area since his return from his last 
trip overseas. 

Supervisor Charles Dick, who recently was transferred to 
Midland, plans to move his family here from Oklahoma City 
as soon as school is out. We welcome them to the Permian 
Basin Empire and hope they will like being "West Texans." 

"Old-timers" with Western might be interested in learning 
of the death on December 2 1 of a former Westerner, Rodger 
Waltz. His death occurred in Barstow, California, where he 
and Hilda had lived for many years . They had no children. 
- Eloise Fraizer . 

FELLOW STUDENTS HONOR LINDA LEAKE. This I I-year 
old young Westerner, daughter of Party Manager A. R. (Al) 
and Margaret Leake, was named to her school's "Who's Who" 
for the fifth six weeks of the 1963-64 school year. A pupil 
must be an honor student even to be eligible for the honor and 
then must be elected by popular vote. 

This was a singular honor for Lind a in that she had been 
in Mount Pleasant (Texas), current base of Party 33, only six 
weeks. She was well qualified in the honor- student eligibility, 
having received all A's, with the except ion of one B, through
out the year . Linda did this while attending five different 
schools in four states! She was in each school about six weeks. 
While in Athens, Texas, Lind a was also honored, being elected 
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"Most Beautiful" for the annual and also vice president of 
her class. 

Linda's favor ite subjects are history and science. Her activ
ities are not confined to studying, however, for she likes to 
skate, swim, and play baseball. She is on a girls' softball team. 
She also has a hobby, playing the piano. Thi s talented, popular 
young girl would like to be a secretary or an airline stewardess. 

Linda is further proof of the misconception that a doodle
bugger's child, because of the nomadic life, is doomed to a 
poor school record. The "Western family" is proud of this 
younger -generation Westerner and congratulates her and her 
parents, Al and Margaret. 

WESTERN RICERCHE GEOFISICHE transferred its head office 
on February 9 from Via Manzoni 5 to Piazza della Repubblica 
32, Milano, Italy. 

The building in which our new offices are located is called 
It Grattacielo di Milano, "The Milan Skyscraper." This is due 
to the fact that it was the first skyscraper erected in Milan 
when the city's post-World War II renewal and rebuilding 
program began some years after the war. This program is still 
in progress. 

The Grattacielo di Milano is located in the new business 
center of the city, close to the main railway station. It has all 
modern facilities, including a government post office and a 
restaurant on the ground floor, pneumatic mail service, travel 
agency, underground garage, and central air conditioning. 
With its 32 floors, it reaches a height of I 16 meters (380½ 
feet) . The U. S. General Consulate and various other consul
ates are located in the same building. 

The offices we occupy are located on the tenth floor and 
have well-lighted rooms with large windows on three sides of 
the building.-Giuseppina Cazzani.ga. 

II Gr attacielo di Milano , "The Milan Skyscraper , "is the build
ing into which Western Richerche Geofisiche moved thi s winter . 



30 YEARS 
Crosby, Russell T. 
Planck, G. E. 

28 YEARS 
De Joumette, Robert D . 
Strange, Booth B. 

27 YEARS 
Adams, John A. 

23 YEARS 
Ross, Walter T. 
Shoup, George J. 

22 YEARS 
Hale, Margaret 
Wardell, Richard H . 

21 YEARS 
Buschmihle, Joe E. 

20 YEARS 
*Hilbun, James C. 
i\laroney, Thomas P. 

19 YEARS 
Sullivan, Roscoe L. 

18 YEARS 
Bernhardt, D on 

*Brooks, William T . 
Davis, Amon W . 

*Leary, Haro ld L. 
*Patton, W . J. 
Whitt, Rayburn H . 

17 YEARS 
•Cribbs, Dewitt 
Maines, John ]. 
Wells, Melvin J. 

16 YEARS 
Bosch, Frank 
Browder, Walter C. 

*Campbell, J. Li•all 
Dingman, M. Howard 
Glenn, Hardy 
Hanson, E. E. 
i\lartin, Charles E. 
Rosser, Bill A . 

*Slaven, Thomas L. 
Williams, C. Q. 

15 YEARS 
Anderson, Clarence N. 
David, Vernon B. 
Grant, Henry L. 
Kakoske, Arthur 
Nicholls, C. W . 
O'Donnell, Arthur 

*Sebastian, Char les F., J r. 

*Interrupted Service 

THEY SERVE 
Service Annivers aries ... A pril, May, June 

14 YEARS 
* Anderson, Doc C. 
Bynum, George R. 
Childs, Berry W. 
Richard , Carl R . 
Schuller , J erome A . 
Scott, Robert D. 

13 YEARS 
* Bates , Grant P . 

Dees , James A. 
*Ervin, J. W. 
*Kopper, Stan ley 
Larrabee , Harry 
Loven, J. Warner 

12 YEARS 
* Ayleswor th, A rnold A. 

Boyd, V ictor C. 
De nni ston, James P. 
Gribbin , James H. 

*P ublowski, Clarence 
Ross , William F. 

*Wa lling , V . A. 

11 YEARS 
*Baird , James K. 

Brown , William R. 
Burnside , Samuel G . 
Clingan, John E. 

*Crider, Howard 
*Gra nt, William E . 
*Johnston , David 
*Letourneau, D elor A. 

McClure, Roy ]. 
Ne lson, Wi ll iam C. 
Semeliss, Herma n A . 

*Templer, Eua l L. 
West, Arnold W . 

IO YEARS 
* Bra nn on, W. G. 

Clapsaddle , Darrell 
Hollier, Lawrence A. 
Lane, Willie G. 
Tobin , Charles J. 

9 YEAR S 
*David, William E. 
Dixson , Cecil R. 

*Larson, Cecil M. 
Propp, Donald G . 

8 YEA RS 
* Brow n, Dean R. 
*Collins, Robert V. 

Condre ay, James E. 
Frommeyer, Wi lliam P. 

*Gregory, Ernest D. 
*Henry, James L. 
* Kraus , Rodney 
*Leo ng, Sam 

Linford, Russell J. 
Litchenberg, Jack 
Livesey, John 
Nottage, Thomas G. 

*Pearson Roland 
*Schoeni~k, William A . 
Thompso n, H arry H . 
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* Beauregard, T . A. 

Midd leton, D avid 
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Chadw ick, William H. 
Ire ton, R . R. 
Reeves, William H . 
Swin t , Donal 
Wa lz, William J. 

5 YEARS 
Frazier, Royall H . 
Gou dy, Bill R. 
Hai l, Robert D. 
Sherman , Robert P. 

*T adlock , Vester 
*Tay lor , Frankl in 

4 YEARS 
*Di llard, Merle G . 
Leonard, F. 0 . 

*Loga n , Kent E. 
Nelson, Ge rald W. 

* Pack, James A. 
Passeri, Arnoldo 
Zowie, Richard L. 

3 YEARS 
Blue , Don 
Brignocco l i, Mario 
Dive r , Allen 
Dowdy, Lawre nce 

*Dowst, Emery E . 
*Eiland, L. Palmer 
* Jackson , R. M. 
* Mar lett, Carl 

Merten, Fred A . 
Per ryman, Clare nce 
Puyol, Bolivar G. 

*Ryan, R. L. 
Stephe ns, Delbe rt L. 

*Villamarin, Car los 
Vorpagel, George A. 
Zowtiak, John 

2 YEARS 
*Aamodt, Michael W . 

Clarkson , D. K. 
Griebe l, William C. 

*Hil l, Wi ll iam R. 
K ubik , James J . 
Mertins , Theodore R. 

*Perk inson, James C. 
Ross, Henry L. 

*Underwood, Geo rge 
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