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'YOU CAN'T SEE 

THE FOREST 

FOR THE LACK OF TREES! 

Stumpland, U.S.A.-Ingredients: you start with a beautiful 

stand of timber filled with wildlife, clear streams, and 

campgrounds. Then add people. Only one thing else is needed to 

create Stumpland: carelessness. 

You cannot argue with the facts: 9 out of 10 

forest fires are man-caused. These fires result from simple 

thoughtless acts . .. a flipped cigarette, 

an abandoned campfire, an unguarded trash fire. 

America has enough Srumplands already. Don't you create more: 

Be careful with all fire this year. 

\7 ~= ... PREVENT FOREST FIRES! 
Like ather American business firms, we believe that business has a responsibility to contribute to the public welfare. This 
advertisement is therefore sponsored in cooperation with The Advertising Council and U.S. and State Forest Service by: © 



the president's page 

OUR COMPANY'S growth and progress since its 
formation 25 years ago have been a source of 

much satisfaction and pride to me. Starting with just 
a few men and a recording truck put together in a 
storeroom, we expanded rapidly and soon became 
one of the leaders in the geophysical contracting 
field . Since that time our growth has continued, our 
operations have extended world-wide, and, in recent 
years, Western has become the largest geophysical 
contractor in terms of total business volume. 

As I look back on the past 25 years, there are many 
events, many milestones, that flash through my mind 
like a montage on a motion picture screen. Starting 
with the successful testing of our first recording truck 
and the placing of our first crew in the field, many 
obstacles were surmounted and many successes were 
achieved. These were of extreme importance to the 
continued progress and growth of our Company. Some
how I can now recall few disappointments, only a 
long series of successful steps and advances. These 
were pleasant, rewarding, and satisfying experiences, 
which gave me that sense of accomplishment so neces
sary to lend meaning and purpose to one's life. 

On this occasion, however, as I view with satisfac
tion the growth and development of our organization, 
I would indeed be unmindful if I did not recognize and . 
acknowledge the all-important contributions of our 
present top management group who became asso
ciated with me during the very early years of our 
enterprise and who, especially in the more recent 
years, have been primarily responsible for our rapid 
growth and' success. These are the men who, by their 
example, set the high standards that our Company 
has maintained throughout its history. To this day 
they have maintained the hard core of our team, and, 
while I may have called many of the signals, I am 
frank to acknowledge that without their tireless ef
forts, co-operation, and loyalty Western would not be 
enjoying its present high standing. 

First of all. - there is Dean Walling, who has been 
at my side since Western was founded and whose 
contributions to Western's success cannot be over
emphasized. His integrity, fairness, and loyalty h.ave 
been inspiring, and my life has been enriched by my 
close association with him. 

Two other members of our top management group 
are V. E. Prestine and Booth Strange. They joined the 

Western family in rapid succession during our very 
early years. Each started as an assistant computer 
and rapidly advanced through the positions of party 
chief and supervisor and later became vice presidents 
in charge of their respective divisions. Booth and 
"Pres" have contributed immensely to Western's de
velopment and, by providing unexcelled leadership 
in their respective spheres, have made possible our 
Company's subsequent rapid expansion. Each differ
ent from the other in temperament and each cast in 
his own individual mold, they symbolize to me two 
of the brightest stars in Western's firmament. 

Booth Strange's high principles, probity, and sense 
of duty have won for him the respect and admiration 
of everyone. Loyal but uncompromising with his men, 
fiercely proud of the excellence and accomplishments 
of his division, he has been exceptionally able in se
lecting and training a fine group of men as party chiefs 
and supervisors. He has been a decisive factor in mold
ing Western's stamp and character. I am privileged 
to count him one of my close associates and friends. 

As he lives only two blocks away from me and is 
still my tennis adversary, I have seen more perhaps 
of "Pres." Prestine in recent years than anyone else 
in the Company. Dynamic, forceful. and intolerant of 
mediocrity, he has been indefatigable in maintaining 
the varied operations of his far-flung sphere of activity 
at top performance. Unexcelled in pioneering tough 
assignments, whether they be helicopter operations 
in the polar regions or desert operations deep in the 
Sahara, he has done much for the advancement of 
Western. He, too, has left a strong imprint on West
ern, and I cannot praise him too highly. 

Our foreign operations in recent years have become 
tremendously important, and the two men exclusively 
in charge of foreign areas are Michael Boccalery, vice 
president and manager of our Italian operations, and 
Jack Desmond, vice president of Western of Canada. 

My acquaintance with Michael Boccalery dates 
back to the time we were both studying for a post
graduate degree at Columbia University in 1926. He 
joined Western immediately after its founding and 
has spent most of his time in foreign operations. He 
was in charge of operations in Argentina and Para
guay and, since the end of World War IL has been 
manager of our Italian activities. 

A devoted and loyal Western man, considerate, 
conscientious, and hard-working, he has handled his 
foreign assignments ably and successfully. Working 
in foreign countries, with customs and languages dif
ferent from our own, "Bo's" knowledge of Spanish and 
Italian and his diplomacy and adaptability have been 
tremendous assets to Western. As a pioneer in our 
foreign work, he has contributed much to the advance
ment of Western's growth and expansion in foreign 
areas. He is one of my closest and lifelong friends. 
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Jack Desmond joined Western in 1935 and rapidly 
advanced to the position of party chief. He held this 
position until the outbreak of the war, at which time 
he joined the Army Signal Corps. He remained in 
the service until 194 6, when he again returned to 
Western. He was promoted to supervisor in the Rocky 
Mountain Division in 1951 and held this position until 
1954, when he became general manager and vice 
president of Western of Canada. 

Jack has handled his tough assignment in Canada 
capably and effectively; and, although the latest ad
dition to our management group, he has been respon
sible for an important segment of our activity. He 
has contributed greatly to Western's progress and 
expansion, and I am proud of his association and 
friendship. 

While these are the men who compose our top man
agement group, Sydney Chester, although officially 
our legal counsel, has taken an active part, during 
the past years, in managerial functions relating to 
administration and general policy matters . His legal 
training, sound judgment, analytical thinking, and 
devotion to the Company's interest have added a 
much-needed dimension to Western's management. 
Working with him closely and constantly, I have 
come to regard him with great respect and friendship. 

Joe Holton, while not involved in direct manage
ment functions , has performed a vital job as treasurer 
of our Company since 1937. With his financial back
ground and experience, he has contributed much by 
handling the financial accour\,ts of Western. He has 
been close to me for many years, and I appreciate 
his loyalty and friendship. 

All of these men can justly share with me my pride 
on this the Twenty-fifth Anniversary of our Company. 
That I have retained their confidence and loyalty 
throughout the past many years I consider my great
est reward and achievement. 

In the limited space available on this page I can
not thank , eulogize, or even mention the many others 
who have been faithful members of the Western family 
from its early years-men like Dupree McGrady, Ed 
Planck, Dave Sheffet, Ben Niehenke, Jay Fraizer, Bob 
DeJournette, John Mollere, and others-who, in their 
respective positions, have played important roles in 
our success. To these and to every other Western man 
and woman I express my thanks and appreciation for 
their individual contributions to Western's success. 
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This is but a brief summation of the things t at point up 
Western Geophysical Company's 25 years of impressively 
accelerated growth since its organization in August 1933 
by its founder and president, Henry Salvatori. 

Determined to further and to improve the application 
of seismology to the world's expanding search for oil and 
to provide the petroleum industry with a complete and 
effective seismic exploration service, :Mr. Salvatori, with 
the assistance of Dean Walling, vice president, "set up 
shop" on that August day in 19.33 in a little store building 
on South Flower Street in Los Angeles. That same day 
the name of Dupree l\IcGrady, now a supervisor, became 
the first to be placed on Western's payroll, and only a few 
weeks later Western's first crew, Party 1, took to the field. 

The rapidity with which ·western moved from the day 
it was incorporated to the clay its first party was on the job 
was a forecast of the Company's growth throughout the 
next 2.5 years . During this time it has risen to a high pin
nacle of achievement in a relatively young but competitive 
industry. 

Most important phase of its growth, however, is not 
that measured hy the statistics of operations, countries, 
states, buildings, or even people. It is the growth in serv
ice that Western has contributed directly to the petroleum 
industry-through its training and promotion of geophysi
cists, through its development of geophysical techniques, 
and through its design and manufacture of geophysical 
equipment. It is the growth in service that Western has 
contributed indirectly to the economy of the world -
through its part in the discovery of billions of barrels of 
oil, which is the lifeblood of the modern industrial world. 

This early and rapid growth is the more amazing when 
one considers the economic conditions of the nation at the 
time Western was founded . Within the previous few years 
the stock market had crashed, businesses had failed, and 
millions of men and women had been, and still were, out 
of work. The entire country was, indeed, in the midst of 
a great depression, the Great Depression, on that August 
15 in 1933. Clea:rly it was not the time to found a company, 
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Hen ry Salva to ri in 
the fi eld in 1933. 

De a n Wa lling , w ile, 
and daug hter JoAnn 
in Western' s first yea r. 

especially in a field that was not then even considered a 
"business." 

Seismology was still so new in 1933 that most of its 
techniques and instrumentation were conducted on an al
most day-to-day basis of experimentation. To those, how
ever, who looked beyond the current economic depression 
and the seeming fumbling about in a new field of "busi
ness," it was clear that the fut ure of the oil industry de
pended in great part upon the development of this "infant" 
scientific industry. 
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Mr. Salvatori was one of the men in those years who 
looked beyond the requirements of the moment and saw 
the manifold opportunities; and so, depression or not, 
recognized business or not, Western was founded. 

For Western's first seismic workers the years of the 
'30's were years of challenge-years of pioneering, not in 
the sense of settling the country, as in the earlier days of 
the new nation, but of delving into the mysteries locked 
within the earth. To accept this challenge was as much 
an adventure as it was a business. 

Work on the first recording truck was commenced im
mediately; and, with its builders working until almost 
midnight every night, the unit was completely assembled 
and ready for testing in less than six weeks. After prelimi
nary field tests, Party 1 moved to Coalinga, California. 
There it began operations on Western's first project, a 
joint venture for three companies, all of which are still 
being served by Western today. Mr. Walling was party 
chief and Mr. McGrady observer of this original Party 1. 

The Company expanded rapidly, with nine more seismic 
crews being added by the end of the following year. Party 
2 went to work in October 1933 in northeast Colorado; 
Party 3, in November 1933 in western Kansas; Party 4, in 
January 1934 in California; Party 5, in March 1934 in 
Kansas; Party 6, in April 1934 in western Texas; Party 7, 
in May 1934 in Kansas; Parties 8 and 9, in June and August, 
respectively, in California; and Party 10, in December 1934 
in Louisiana. 

Youth and Ambition ... Brains and Brawn 

The men who came to work on these crews for the new 
seismic company were typical of the depression period. 
Most were highly trained (there were some Ph.D.'s on the 
jug-line during Western's early years). All were young 
and ambitious. All were drawn by the prospect of steady 
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employment and what was considered at the time to be 
high pay-$4.40 a day, or $125 a month, on a dawn-till
dark shift. As Delbert King, 21-year man, puts it, "This was 
a good salary then, and we were glad for it-but if dis
satisfied, we knew there were dozens of men waiting to 
take our places." 

With few exceptions, most early Westerners started on 
the jug-line carrying the heavy 13-pound jugs of the day. 
A good man was expected to carry at least eight. This 
was heavy work; and, while Western sought intellect and 
education in its workers, it also specified big men of brawn 
and muscle. 

Not only did the Company stress strength, but it also 
at that time preferred that its men be single. Despite this 
stipulation and the somewhat migratory existence of the 
doodlebuggers, most Westerners found the life conducive 
to marriage and close family living. Most of them married 
then, and most of them marry now. The percentage of 
married men to single has always been high among seismic 

Western 's 1958 recording truck. 
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grange during days 
he was party chief. 

crews, and many, many of the men have met their wives 
in the communities near the prospects. 

In the first years this fact had a special significance. 
When a crew arrived in a new town, the place was scouted, 
just as it is today, for possible lodgings. The utility com
panies- gas, electricity, telephone, water- always were 
consulted for known vacancies. The single men sought 
the best boarding houses. It was well known that school 
teachers usually stayed at those boarding houses offering 
the best accommodations at the most reasonable rates. 
School teachers then, as now, were almost invariably 
young, feminine, and attractive. These facts, together with 
the natural charm of the young ladies, probably account 
for the high preponderance of former school teachers 
among Western wives. 

Until marriage tamed them, the natural exuberance of 
the early doodlebuggers earned them the unkind reputa
tion of being rough characters. One long-time Westerner 
explains this untruth in this way: "We were really good 
young fellows; bt1t when we came into town from the 
middle-of-nowhere, we were looking for a good time." 
This inclination rather jarred some small-town nerves in 
those days, and the public relations-conscious company 
dictated a change. This same Westerner relates, with 
tongue in cheek, that the men then went only to ice 
cream shops. 

Time has not changed the need for the young to enjoy 
themselves, but it has tempered the attitude of the com
munities where seismic crews work. In those early years 
of Western, the seismic workers and their equipment were 
uncommon sights in the countryside. The residents had 
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never seen such "contraptions," and the new and the un
familiar were met with the usual suspicion and distrust. 
The permitman then had far more explaining to do about 
the operations than he does today. 

Even the Cows Are Blase 

During these 25 years some areas of the Midwest, South
west, and Coastal regions have become so accustomed 
to the presence of the seismic crews that even the cows 
have become blase about the explosive blasts. A rancher 
in Bakersfield, California, recently told a Westerner that 
through the years his cattle had learned to recognize the 
drills on sight and moved as far away as possible when 
the equipment came on the scene. 

In part this change in the attitude of communities to
ward the seismic operations is due to familiarity, but it is 

V. E. Prestine and Jay Fraizer (second and third from left} in Wyoming not 
too long after Western was founded. (Names of other three unknown.I 
Fraizer, with Western since 1934, is shop supervisor in Midland, Texas. 

also the result of a firm Company policy of consideration 
of the public. Changes in transportation also have had a 
part in the general acceptance of the doodlebugger. Im
proved roads and automobiles enable the seismic worker 
to be close both to his family and to the prospect. Now 
Western families can easily become a part of their tem
porary communities, and the feeling of homelessness is 
largely a thing of the past. 

So, too, is insecurity. In those early days each man paid 
his own moving expenses, and there were no such "extras" 
as insurance, hospitalization, and profit-sharing. Today, 
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however, Company policy has provided the extras of in
dividual insurance, major hospitalization, and Western's 
profit-sharing plan, which is recognized nation-wide as 
one of the best of such programs. These benefits have been 
provided in response to the understanding gained through 
close contact with employee problems on the part of 
Western management. 

President's Beliefs Set Pattern 

All of this is a part of the basic philosophy of Western, 
the concept of a family working together. This concept is 
only one of the many ideals of its founder that are a part 
of the story of Western, for Mr. Salvatori set the pattern 
of the Company in an extension of his own personality 
and beliefs . 

This pattern he set attracted men of similar beliefs and 

Above is the hollow kelly drill, the 
one commonly used when Western 
was founded. At right is Western's 
modern air-water combination drill. 
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interests and enabled the young president (he was then 
32 years of age) to build a company dedicated to specific 
aims and ideals. His company was new in a new field and 
was staffed by energetic and knowledgeable young men. 

Among the aims and ideals shared by these young men is 
one that has been a contributing factor to making Western 
one of the largest independent seismic service organi
zations in the world. It is one that derives from an impor
tant facet of Henry Salvatori's personality-his interest in 
the individual. From the beginning the men of manage
ment have known the employees. The result has been to 
establish Western, in the words of one 24-year employee, 
Ben Niehenke, observer supervisor, "as a company with a 
difference. The men of management are really 'pushers.' 
They know how to handle men to get the best out of them 
-very few can do this. Everyone strives to make the Com
pany what it is-the goal is 'perfection,' and yet there is a 
close family feeling." 

Each of the men who through the years have joined 
Mr. Salvatori's management group-Dean Walling, Booth 
Strange, V. E . Prestine, M. A. Boccalery, Jack Desmond, 
and others-has shared his energy and ambitions, as well 
as his belief that the best employee policies will attract 
and develop the best men in the geophysical industry. 

Party Manager Ed Planck, also a 24-year man and now 
with Party 18, has summed up the attitude of those who 



have observed the president and his company grow. "I 
know many of the executive staff personally," writes Mr. 
Planck. "I like their interest in the men who work for them, 
and I appreciate their efforts to make the job more attrac
tive. I have a very deep admiration for Henry for his per
sonal interest in the Company and for his success in this 
field. 

"In the early days, before we got so big and Henry so 
busy, he used to make a field trip about every six months 
or so, visit all the crews, and talk with all the men.'He is 
easy to talk with, a good listener, and leaves one with the 
feeling that labor and management aren't too far apart." 
(Ed. Note: Western employees are not considered "labor" 
-they are associates.) 

The great growth of the Company has increased the 
administrative duties of the president to the point that he 
no longer can visit the crews regularly, but the vice presi
dents and supervisors are in almost daily contact with the 
parties. These men and those whom they select to work 
with them continue to exemplify the same vigorous and 
enthusiastic spirit that marked the organization of the 
Company in 1933 and that have carried it through the 
many changes resulting from progress and growth. 

Among the many changes are included those in respect 
not only to employees and acceptance by the public of 
seismic operations but also in field conditions. Since the 
first crews started operations, field conditions have con
stantly become more rugged! One reason for this is that 
Western's consistently improved and specialized equip
ment has made it possible for the doodlebuggers to enter 
rougher and less accessible terrain than they could in the 
early days of the Company. 

Charles E. Cra w fo rd , 
Westerner since 19 3 7 , 
found June snow a b it 
hard to be lieve , e ve n 
in western Wyom ing , 
where this picture was 
taken in 1939. Craw
ford, party ma nager, 
is now in th e warme r 
climes of Lou isia na. 

Those first crews were working, for the most part, in 
the plains territory of this country. Today Western has 
parties in the frozen muskeg and wilderness of Canada, 
in deeply snow-covered areas of Alaska, in the jungles of 
South America, in the desert of Africa, in the towering 
mountain regions of the United States and Italy, and on 
several oceans and seas of the world. 

Improved Tools Open Rougher Country 

Party 1 began operations with a recording truck, a drill, 
a shooting truck, and a water truck. Today the majority 
of the parties have these and an additional drill unit. Also, 
all of their equipment is sturdier and mounted on four-

As it gre w , Western added special ized fie ld e quipment for the unusual fi el d conditions w 
Three of the d ifferent types of such e qu ipment a re shown below : Left-Ma rsh buggy, used 
used on lakes, gu lfs, and oceans !these boats a re in the Panama Canal!. Right - Bombard· 
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ized field equipment for the unusua l fi e ld conditions whe .. standard trucks cou ld no t operate . 
equipment are shown bel ow : Left-Marsh buggy, used ill wamplands . Cente r-85-ft. boats, 
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Del bert Kin g lle ftl, with We ste rn 
21 yea rs, a nd Ed Pla nck, 24 years, 
were wi th Pa rty 1 8 in Three Rivers, 
Texas , w hen thi s w as ta ke n in 19 4 0 . 
Ki ng , d rill supervisor, is now in Mid
land , Texa s, a nd Planck, a pa rty 
ma na ge r, in Plen tywood, Monta n a . 

Dup ree McGrad y lief!) a n d Ben Nie
henke, Westerners sin ce 1933 and 
1934, respe ct ively, a re wo rking be 
sid e the first record ing truc k. Today, 
McGra dy is s upervisor in Casper, 
Wyo ming; Niehenke is observe r su
perviso r in Los Angeles Labora tory. 

areas the standard truck cannot operate. Thus, the trucks 
used in the African desert are equipped with huge air
plane tires. In the cold and frozen North there are the 
snowmobiles, the bombardiers, and other track equip
ment. Airplanes and helicopters are necessary at times 
to convey men and equipment up and over inaccessible 
terrain to their field locations. 

Also, for operations on the lakes, gulfs, and oceans, 
special 85-foot, sea-going boats have been designed. The 
marshes and swamplands created still a different problem, 
solved by the addition to Western equipment of marsh 
buggies. "Innovations in mechanical equipment" does not 
hold true, though, in one type of terrain, the tropical 
jungles. Here, the "innovation" has been a return to the 
first known method of transportation -man's back. 

Another change that the early Westerners have ob
served in the Company's 25 years is that in technical 
equipment. Mr. McGrady tells of supervising the con
struction of Western's first recording truck and of wiring 
it from crude schematics and installing the instruments 
virtually by himself. "I think," he recalls, "we started this 
first recording truck with only eight or nine galvanometer 
traces and then added one or two other traces about two 
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Early recording instru
ments are shown at the 
right, modern seismic 
instruments at far right. 

or three weeks later after we got other seismometers and 
cables." 

Between Western's £rst crude recording unit and the 
latest technological developments there have been numer
ous new methods and instruments. Magnetic tape record
ing is but the latest in a series of such improvements, 
which, during Western's 25 years in the £e1d, have brought 
seismic recording from hand- cranked, trial- and- error 
methods to the automatic and automated recording of to
day, with its high degree of accuracy. 

Western Builds Its Own 

Whatever the equipment needed by Western parties, 
whether it be mechanical or technical, ·it is an, with the 
exception of vehicle chassis, designed and built to West
ern's own specifications in Western's own laboratories and 
shops. This has been true from the £rst days of the Com
pany 25 years ago. 

Magnetic tape recorder. 

8 

Portable seismic 
camera. 

Westem's laboratory and shop had their beginning with 
the Company in that little store building at 950 South 
Flower Street. These were expanded and moved to larger 
quarters at Olympic and Flower in 1934. Ten years later 
still larger quarters were provided by a move to 1333 
South Hope Street, where these new service units re
mained until 1953. Western then had its own complete 
and modern laboratory and shop building constructed at 
923 North La Brea Avenue. 

In the meantime shop facilities had been augmented. 

Record cross-section printer. 
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Western' s machine shop in Bakersfield built equipment 
from 1934 to 1945. In fact, the prototype of the current 
model of Wes tern's drill was designed and built there in 
1942. The Company also gradually added its own shops 
for its various divisions. Today it services its crew equip
ment from Western shops in Shreveport, Louisiana; Mid
land, Texas; Casper, Wyoming; Calgary, Alberta, Canada; 
and Pescara, Italy. 

Research Program Solves Problems 

Western's L. A. Laboratory combines both research 
and shop facilities. In the North La Brea building research 
specialists in electronics and engineering work closely with 
the shop personnel to develop and manufacture the equip
ment needed to meet the continually new problems relayed 
from the fi eld. All are within telephone-reach of Mr. 
Salvatori, who personally directs the Company's research 
and development programs. Complementing the Labora
tory unit is the Mathematical Research Department at the 
L. A. Office. 

Whether working on a field-originated problem with 
the help and co-operation of the field personnel or with 
a new staff-developed theory, Western researchers have 
but one goal-to expedite improvements in field techniques 
and instrumentation so as to provide the best service to 
the clients. While service is the keynote of Western's 25-
year growth, research has been the tool that has enabled 
the Company to achieve its high level of service. 

The men who implement this research program com
prise a select cadre of specialists in both training and 

Magnetic playback instruments. 
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experience. Over 125 years of experience in developing 
seismic methods and equipment are represented by David 
Sheff et (director of electrical research), John Mollere (plant 
manager), Melvin J. Wells, (electronics supervisor), and 
Mark Holzman (research engineer), of the L.A. Labora
tory; by Carl H. Savit (chief mathematician and director 
of the Mathematical Research Department ) and Thomas 
L. Slaven (research staff geophysicist), of the L. A. Office; 
and by John Maines (electronics shop supervisor), Paul 
Biggs (shop foreman), Mack Towns (senior shop fore
man), and John Teschler (assembly foreman), of the 
Laboratory shop. 

This abundance of research training and experience has 
played a major role in meeting the founder's requirement 
that the Company's field employees always work with the 
best equipment and the latest techniques and methods. 

As larger quarters for laboratory and machine services 
were needed, so, too, did more room for the Los Angeles 
headquarters office services become necessary. The Flower 
Street store building was "outgrown" in only a year; so the 
office was moved to the Petroleum Securities Building at 
Olympic and Flower. There the office remained until 1938 
when it began an 11-year tenancy of the Edison Building 
at Fifth and Grand. 

It was in 1949 that the headquarters office was moved 
to its present location, the Pacific Mutual Building, 523 
West Sixth Street. From the west windows of this office, 
Westerners' view is that of Los Angeles' ever-expanding 
"oil center,'' for most of the towering buildings within im
mediate eye-range bear the identification of various large 
oil companies, many of whom are Western clients. 
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Offshore-Marine Work a Specialty 

Among the many accomplishments of Western is one 
in which it specializes and for which it is recognized as 
the best in the business - its offshore and marine work. 
Western has done more in this phase of seismic work than 
any other operator. In fact, Wester!! Geophysical now has 
more marine crews in operation than all other contractors 
combined. 

Western started its marine operations in 1937 with the 
shooting of bays along the Texas coast by its first water 
crew. Another early Western marine operation was that on 
Buena Vista Lake in California in 1939. 

Marine work, however, became dormant throughout 
the industry because of the tidelands issue. When this 
issue was somewhat clarified and serious offshore explora
tion once more encouraged, Western Geophysical again 
sent out a water crew. This was in 1952 in California. By 
1955 Western had 10 such crews, in addition to a marine 
gravity crew, G-5; a marsh crew, Party 78; and a combina
tion land-water crew, Party 52. 

Because of their renown in marine work, Western's 
crews have been used extensively along the coasts of the 
Gulf States, California, Venezuela, Trinidad, Ecuador, 
Guatemala, Panama, Cuba, Alaska, the Bahama Islands, 
Turkey, Iran, British Guiana, and, as of this month, Portu
guese Guinea. 

Currently all of Western Geophysical' s offshore parties 
employ the Company's latest innovations of marine instru
mentation and techniques, including an impressive evolu
tion through several types of seismometers, as well as many 
types of both bottom and floating cables. Such develop
ments as these, plus Western's "on-the-job training school" 
for members of water crews, its wide offshore experience, 
and its aggressive laboratory research program, have 
brought Western to its undisputed leadership in the field 
of marine exploration. 

As Western' s land and marine operations, both seismic 
and gravity, have expanded over the past 25 years, the 
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need for additional administrative offices has been recog
nized and filled. Thus today the Company has such offices 
in Shreveport (Mid-Continent Division); Casper (Rocky 
Mountain Division); Caracas, Venezuela; Cochabamba, 
Bolivia; and Tripoli, Libya. 

\ 
· ~ ~· 'Jf 
;: f \"'- Affiliates Carry Western Banner 

! ~. Three affiliated companies carry on Western' s exploration 
· J outside the United States-Western Geophysical Company 

. of Canada, Ltd., in Canada, Western Ricerche Geo
fisiche in Italy, and Western Geophysical Company Inter
national for other foreign areas. More recently foreign 
operations outside Italy and Canada are being performed 
by Western of America, and, therefore, International's 
activities have been greatly curtailed within the last year 
or so. 

Operations of Western of Canada are in charge of Jack 
M. Desmond, its vice president. Administrative offices are 
in Calgary. Though some of the members of the crews 
are from the United States ("on loan" from Western of 
America), the majority of them are Canadians. Vice Presi
dent Desmond is an "old-timer" with Western, having 
started with the Company in 1935 as an assistant computer 
on a crew working in California. 

Until a year ago Western International performed all 
of the operations in Italy, with Michael A. Boccalery as 
its vice president and manager of Italian operations. Last 
year, however, when a new Italian company, Western 
Ricerche Geofisiche, was formed, it took over all of Inter
national' s former activities in Italy. 

While Ricerche performs all of the actual geophysical 
operations, Western of America still provides technical 
and managerial supervision and laboratory service, with 
Mr. Boccalery as vice president of Western of America 
heading it up. Thomas P. Maroney is senior supervisor and 
acts as chief executive officer of Ricerche. Dr. Paolo Cella 
is a director of Ricerche and office manager in charge of 
its administrative office in Milan . 
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Pescara lltalyl Shop. 

The field operations of Ricerche, while under the gen
eral over-all supervision of Mr. Boccalery, are directed by 
Mr. Maroney, with the assistance of Antonino Bucarelli, 
supervisor. With the exception of Mr. Maroney and two 
American party chiefs, all other personnel on the six 
Ricerche crews presently operating in Italy are Italians. 

Officers Direct Far-Flung Operations 

Officers of the far-flung operations of Western Geophysi
cal Company of America are Henry Salvatori, president; 
Dean Walling, V. E. Prestine, Booth B. Strange, and 
Michael A. Boccalery, vice presidents; Sydney J. Chester, 
secretary; and Joseph A. Holton, treasurer. 

HENRY SALVATORI 

Henry Salvatori, the founder of Western Geophysical 
25 years ago, is the active head of the Company. Born in 
Italy, he was brought up in the United States. He received 
his bachelor of science degree in electrical engineering 
from the University of Pennsylvania and three years later 
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President Henry Sa lvatori Vice President Dean Wall ing 

was awarded a masters degree in physics by Columbia 
University. 

While Mr. Salvatori was doing his graduate work, he 
was employed as a research engineer in the Bell Telephone 
Company Laboratories. His first employment in the geo
physical field was with Geophysical Research Corpora
tion. He was a GRC party chief on one of the earliest 
experimental reflection seismograph field crews, reporting 
directly to Dr. J. C. Karcher, then president of GRC, whom 
Mr. Salvatori considers the "father" of the reflection seis
mograph. He remained with GRC until 1930, when he 
joined Dr. Karcher's new organization, Geophysical Serv-

ice, Inc., as one of its first party chiefs. In 1933 he resigned 
from GSI to form his own company. 

Mr. and Mrs. Salvatori have two children, Laurie Anne, 
ten, and Henry Ford, eighteen. 

DEAN WALLING 
Dean Walling is executive vice president, in charge of 

general operations. A Texan, he is an honor graduate in 
mathematics from Abilene (Texas) Christian College. 
Like President Salvatori, his earliest exploration employ
ment was with Geophysical Research Corporation, fol
lowed by experience with GSI. He left the latter to become 
associated with Mr. Salvatori in his new venture. 

Vi ce Pres ident V. E. Presti ne Vice Pres ident Booth B. Strange Vice President Michael A. Boccalery 
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On the Western "team" from the beginning, Mr. Wall
ing was the Company's first party chief. He soon became a 

ivision supervisor and was subsequently promoted to 
e utive vice president and general manager of opera
tion f Western Geophysical. 

The iVallings have a daughter, Jo Ann, and two young 
andc dren, a girl, Belinda Jo, four years old, and a 

Dean, two. They live in Galveston, Texas. 

INE 

~'-t<~~stin~\ \:Vestern's Rhode Island-born vice presi
harge of the Rocky Mountain Division, Alaska, 
. A graduate of Sheffield Scientific School of 

ersity, Mr. Prestine received his master of arts 
1933. He joined Western Geophysical in March 

s an assistant computer on a party working in 
sfield. 

he following year Mr. Prestine became a party chief 
in California and divided his time during the next few 
years between there and the Rocky Mountain area. Upon 
the establishment of Western's Rocky Mountain Division 
in 1944, he was made division supervisor, with head
quarters in Casper. With his election as a vice president 
of Western and his increased duties, Mr. Prestine moved 
his family to Los Angeles. 

The Prestines have one son, Douglas, who is fourteen 
years old. 

BOOTH B. STRANGE 

Booth B. Strange is the vice president who heads the 
Mid-Continent Division and South American, Persian 
Gulf, and West African operations. A native son of Okla
homa, he was educated at the University of Oklahoma, 
receiving a bachelor of science degree in general engineer
ing, in which his majors were petroleum engineering and 
mathematics, with additional graduate work in physics. 

Mr. Strange, too, started with Western as an assistant 
computer, this event taking place in June 1936 in Texas. 
Steadily coming up through the ranks, he was made party 
chief, supervisor, manager of the Mid-Continent Division, 
and vice president. 

Mr. and Mrs. Strange, like all Western doodlebuggers, 
have made their home in many places. Since 1950, how
ever, when the division headquarters were moved from 
Natchez, they have resided in Shreveport. 

MICHAEL A. BOCCALERY 

Michael A. Boccalery, as the Company's vice president 
who oversees the services that Western of America sup
plies Ricerche, lives in Italy. He received his bachelor of 
science degree from the University of Utah and his mas
ters degree from Columbia University. He, too, worked 
for Bell Laboratories while attending Columbia. 

Among the earliest \iV estern employees, Mr. Boccalery 
joined the Company in November 1933 as an assistant 
comp1:1ter on' Party 1. He was also one of Western's first 
party chiefs and has served, during his approximately 25 
years with the Company, in the United States, South 
America, and Italy. 

When Italian operations were originally begun in 1940, 
Mr. Boccalery was party chief of that first Italian crew. 
That same year, however, the eruption of World War II 
halted Western's activities in Italy, and the Boccalerys 
returned to the United States that December. Italian op
erations were resumed in 1947, and Mr. and Mrs. Boccal
ery once again moved to Italy. They reside in :\1ilan, the 
city chosen for the Western office, which Mr. Boccalery 
has headed since 1947. 

SYDNEY J. CHESTER 

Sydney J. Chester is general counsel of \:Vestern, as well 
as secretary. In these capacities he handles legal and 

Vice President Jack M. Desmond Secretary Sydney J. Chester Treasurer Joseph A. Holton 
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administrative matters and the corporate records. A former 
New Yorker, he earned his master of arts degree in busi
ness administration and economics at William and Mary 
College in Williamsburg, Virginia, and his law degree 
from St. John's College of Law in New York. He also holds 
certificates in sociology and personnel direction from Col
umbia University. Before joining Western Geophysical in 
1944 as general counsel, Mr. Chester filled several impor
tant federal assignments by Presidential appointment. 

The Chester family includes a daughter, Jewel, and two 
-as he puts it-"unmarried granddaughters." These two 
young ladies are all of one and four years old. They are 
Joni Lynn and Lori Ellen, and they live in the Los Angeles 
area. 

JOSEPH A. HOLTON 
As treasurer of Western, Joseph A. Holton is custodian 

of all Company money accounts. Born in Philadelphia, he 
moved to Colorado when a young lad and was educated at 
Denver University's School of Commerce and Finance. 

While not a former seismic crew member, Mr. Holton 
has always worked in the oil industry-in the accounting 
phase of the business. He started in the field in 1923 and 
joined Western Geophysical in 1937 in the then combined 
office of secretary-treasurer. 

The Holtons, too, have their family close, for their 
daughter, Lora Ann, and her children live in nearby Tem
ple City. The grandchildren are a boy, Kevin, five years 
old, and two girls, Stacy Ann, three, and Erin, one and a 
half. 

Today's Roster Includes 18 " Vets" 

In addition to Messrs. Salvatori, Walling, and McGrady, 
today's personnel roster includes many men who were first 
employed by the Company 20 or more years ago. Among 
those who have watched most of the Company's quarter 
century of progress are: M. A. Boccalery, Milan, vice 
president and general manager of Italian operations, 
1933; G. E . Planck, Plentywood, Montana, party manager, 
1934; R. T . Crosby, Tripoli, Libya, drill supervisor, 1934; 
B. J. Niehenke, Los Angeles, observer supervisor, 1934; 
J. H. Fraizer, Midland, drill supervisor, 1934; V. E. Pres
tine, Los Angeles, vice president, 1935; J. M. Desmond, 
Calgary, vice president in charge of Canadian operations, 
1935; David Sheffet, Los Angeles, director of electrical 
research, 1935; R. D. DeJournette, New Orleans, party 
chief, 1936; J . C. Mollere, Los Angeles, plant manager, 
L. A. Laboratory, 1936; B. B. Strange, Shreveport, vice 
president, 1936; J. A. Adams, Bakersfield, supervisor, 1937; 
J. A. Holton, Los Angeles, treasurer, 1937; D. F. King, 
Midland, drill supervisor, 1937; and C. E. Crawford, party 
manager, Lake Charles, Louisiana, 1937. 

Numerous are the countries and states that these men 
have seen added to the list of those in which Western 
crews have explored or are now exploring. The 26 countries 
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and islands include: Alaska, 0 Argentina, the Bahama 
Islands, Bolivia, 0 British Guiana," Canada" (Alberta, 
British Columbia, Manitoba, and Saskatchewan provinces 
and the Yukon territory), Colombia, Cuba, Ecuador, Gua
temala, the Inagua Islands, Iran ° (Gulf of Oman and 
Persian Gulf), Italy, 0 Jamaica, Libya, 0 Panama, Paraguay, 
Peru, the Philippine Islands, Portuguese Guinea," Sicily," 
Trinidad, 0 Turkey, Venezuela, 0 and the United States .0 

The states worked by Western crews include: Alaba
ma, 0 Arizona, 0 Arkansas, California, ° Colorado, ° Florida, 
Georgia, Idaho, Illinois, Kansas, Kentucky, Louisiana, " 
Mississippi, 0 Montana, 0 Nebraska, Nevada, New Mexi-

° Currently being explored by West em Geophysical. 
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co, 0 New York, North Dakota, 0 Ohio, Oklahoma,0 Ore
gon, Pennsylvania, South Dakota, 0 Tennessee, Texas, 0 

Utah, Washington, and Wyoming. 0 

The growth of Wes tern beyond the first few crews and 
the extension of the area worked to many far-off places 
of the world have made it impossible for Mr. Salvatori to 
supervise all of the operations personally as he had wanted 
to do. Therefore, to insure the close and adeq~ate super
vision he deemed so important, the appointment of super
visors from among the key men was begun in January 1934 
when Party 4 was placed in the field. Since then super
visors have been added regularly. Western's policy of 
promotion through the ranks has insured that each su-
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pervisor has years of in-company experience. This has 
helped to earn for the organization the reputation among 
clients of having the best supervision in the industry. 

Thus, 25 years after the founding of the Company with 
its lone supervisor, the president, vVestern has these men, 
in addition to its executives, in supervisory positions: 
J. A. Adams, Bakersfield; J. E. Barthelemy, Roundup, 
Montana; A. Bucarelli, Macerata, Italy; P. A. Cassel, Cara
cas, Venezuela; J.M. Clinton, Kenai, Alaska; N. P. Cramer, 
Shreveport; R. T. Crosby (drilling), Tripoli, Libya; C. W. 
Dick, Oklahoma City; F. J. DiGiulio, New Orleans; F. E. 
Davis (drilling ), Calgary; M. H. Dingman, New Orleans; 
L . J. Dunn, Maracaibo; F. Ellsworth, Cochabamba, Boliv
ia; W. B. Fazakerly, Los Angeles; J. G. Ferguson (manager, 
gravity department), Shreveport; J. H . Fraizer (drilling), 
Midland. 

H. L. Grant, Shreveport; J. E. Henry (instruments), 
Calgary; J. H. Johnson, Kenai; A. de Jong, New Orleans; 
D . F. King (drilling), Midland; W. A. Knox, Calgary; 
T. P. Maroney, Pescara, Italy; H. D. McGrady, Casper, 
H . F. Murphree, Tripoli; C. W. Nicholls , Shreveport; 
B. J. Niehenke (instruments), Los Angeles; B. A. Pack, 
Shreveport; H. C. Roane (instruments), Maracaibo; W. T. 
Ross (instruments), Midland; B. A. Rosser, Calgary; E. 
Selzer (instruments ), Calgary; G. J. Shoup, Midland; 
C. P. Stegall (drilling), Shreveport; B. B. Thigpen (in
shT1ments), New Orleans; and A. W. West (instruments ), 
Pescara . 

New Adventure Lies Ahead 

After 25 years the story of Western is still the story of 
its founder-president and the other young men who joined 
him in his seismic adventure and helped to establish the 
pattern of service to which the Company was dedicated. 
The adventure has grown into a solid business with 
an international reputation. This alone attests that the 
aims of the Company founded in August 1933 have been 
achieved. 

Such rapid growth as Western has experienced carries 
with it the responsibility of continued growth. As the 
Company, in these pages, observes its Twenty-fifth Anni
versary, its crews are moving into new areas while con
firming their work in present prospects; new techniques 
and methods are being broached by its scientists and 
technicians; ~ew and improved equipment is being built 
in its shops. 

Twenty-five years ago Henry Salvatori and his small 
group of men met the future with enthusiasm and with a 
firm belief and unlimited interest in a new industry. To
day, with a future just as bright, just as filled with oppor
tunity, and requiring just as much initiative and ingenuity 
as the president demonstrated in founding the Company, 
Western and each of its employees continue with the same 
unceasing fervor to work at the business of finding more 
oil so necessary for the world economy. 
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''THERE's little that Ben doesn't know about what goes 
on inside a recording truck!" was the response of a 

supervisor when asked about Western's stalwart Ben 
Niehenke, observer-instrument supervisor at the L. A. 
Laboratory. 

"Ben understands recording," this Westerner went on. 
"When something goes wrong with the equipment, Ben is 
the man to find the trouble and fix it. It may be a sixth 
sense. If it is, Ben has it." 

Bernard J. Niehenke may have developed this sixth 
sense on the Palouse country ranch he grew up on near 
Colton, Washington, but his early interest was in radio 
work. After high school in Colton, Ben attended a radio 
school in Seattle for a year and then worked two years 
as a radioman on Noy~s Island, Alaska, operating that 
territory's only commercial station, KUU, for the New 
England Fish Company. He could have stayed as the 
company would have made him a bookkeeper to provide 
year-around employment; but as bookkeeping and fish 
had slight attraction for Ben, he returned to home and 
college. At Washington State College in Pullman he con
tinued his radio work on the campus-operated station, 
KWSC, while completing a degree in geology. 

Ben had read a magazine article describing how radio 
was applied in the work being done with the seismograph. 
So, upon graduation from college in 1934, Ben went to 
Los Angeles where he believed he would be in contact 
with seismic companies. As the depression was on, any 
job looked good, but this possibility was especially in
teresting to Ben. 

In Los Angeles he saw Henry Salvatori, whose new 
seismic company was showing rapid growth. Ben was sent 
to Bakersfleld to see Dean Walling, who hired him on 

Ben's family at home"-"Leona with 
twins Mickel (Mikel and Margo, 17. 

Leona and Ben when first married-loving 
snow, often went to the mountains to ski. 

Party 9. This was it - radio, Ben, and seismology came 
together in a happy fusion. 

In his 24 vears with Western, Ben has spent all but a 
few months ,working with recording equipment. His first 
three months Ben was a jug hustler. Then he worked as a 
junior observer, and within eight months of his hire he 
became an observer. Ben has stayed with the recording 
trucks ever since. 

Ben moved with the crews as an observer for several 
years until he was assigned to the shop in Bakersfield, 
California. In December 1945 he joined the L. A. Labora
tory as observer supervisor. His work, as Ben describes 
it, is "looking for trouble and finding out what it is." He 
finds his greatest sense of accomplishment comes in "being 
able to help out a crew." 

His is a "varied job," Ben declares, "interesting because 
it is always new." His "varied job" has taken Ben to many 
locations in the United States, Canada, Alaska, Jamaica, 
and Cuba and has left him with many considerably varied 
memories. 

Mrs. Niehenke shares these memories with Ben. He and 
Leona were married in 1937 although they had met eight 
years earlier. Ben was on Party l in Wasco, California, 
with M. A. Boccalery at the time of his marriage. 

Leona enjoyed their several years with the crews, say
ing however that a "doodlebugger's wife needs to build 
her own interests." She has found this true not only during 
their "traveling years" but also during their "settled" life 
in Los Angeles, for, as "troubleshooter," Ben is often away 
from home. Ben and Leona have two children, twins 
Margo and Mickel , now 17. The family may have a young 
geophysicist in Margo whose best field is mathematics. 
Brother "Mike" is interested in forestry. 

The future of their children may remain to be settled, 
but Ben plans to continue with Western "just as I am." 
And later? "Well, I'd like to stay home," grins Ben, "but 
Leona would like to travel ... " 
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CONGRATULATIONS ARE IN ORDER for Party F-69's Shooter 
Richard Jackson, Observer Doug Morton, and Driller-Mechanic 
Adolf Rau upon receiving their five-year safety awards . This 
crew, since last reporting to the PROFILE, has enjoyed one 
safety dinner and is preparing for another, which has already 
been earned. -Ivan Bishko. 

WHILE STRICTLY A STATE-SIDE OPERATION, Party 68 has its 
own distinct international flavor, derived from the presence 
of Youel Baaba, a native of Iraq. This Party 68 computer has 
supplied the local daily paper with several good features. The 
latest concerned his appearance before the Woodland (Cali
fornia) Rotarians to speak about the religion, education, and 
customs of his native land, along with a tie-in of the political 
situation in the Middle East. 

Not only is Youel from Iraq, but so is his wife of less than a 
year, the former Alice R. Michael. A 10,000-mile airplane trip 
brought her to Los Angeles early last December from her home 
in Baghdad to become Mrs. Baaba. The marriage, which took 
place at the Episcopal Church in Bellflower, California, De
cember 21, 1957, culminated a romance that started in Bagh
dad over five years ago. This was before Youel came to the 
United States to enter the University of California, from which 
he was graduated in August 1957 with a degree in geology. 
Prior to coming to the United States, Alice was employed by 
an insurance firm in Baghdad. -"Penner" Ewert. 
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DURING A RECENT MONTH spent in the United States, 
Franco Quarta, geophysicist in charge of field operations for 
AGIP Mineraria, Milan, Italy, visited with office crews in 
Shreveport, and also made short tours of New Orleans, Hous
ton, and Los Angeles. While in the L. A. Office for two days 
conferring with the Mathematical Research Department, Mr. 
Quarta drew the interest of the staff with the relating of his 
experiences with Party 86 in the Gulf of Oman as depicted in 
his pictures taken of shore expeditions for the operation. The 
Italian geophysicist spent five months with the Western crew 
in Iran. 

TWO MAJOR CHANGES OCCURRED in the life of Driller 
W. C. (Sarge) Nelson early in the summer. He shifted from 
living in a foreign land to that in the States and from the state 
of bachelorhood to that of marriage. Leaving a South American 
crew, he joined Party 78 in Cuero, Texas, and then on June 13 
was wed to Evelyn McDaniel. -Lola Robinson. 

Editor's Note: Because of the space required to cover 
lVestern's 25th Anniversary adequately, some of the fea
tures and reports originally scheduled for September will 
be included in a future WESTERN PROFILE. 

Youel Baaba (right), Party 68 computer, a native of Iraq, 
explains some features of his country to various organiza
tions in Woodland, Calif., where Party 68 now is. Here 
he is pointing out his native land to Or. Carl E. Claassen 
lleftl and Robert Griffin at Woodland Rotary Club meeting. 

- Photo courtesy Wood Ion cl Doily Democrat 
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NAMES OF WESTERN EMPLOYEES among the personnel in
volved in the commandeering of the Jackson Creek at Beirut, 
Lebanon, have been learned since the June issue of WESTERN 
PROFILE, which reported the incident, went to press. Further 
details also brought news that Tony Neilson, party manager 
of Party 86, was one of the group invited to dine with the 
U. S. Ambassador to Lebanon, Robert G. McClintock, at his 
residence on the return of the Jackson Creek to Beirut with the 
American nationals it had evacuated from Tripoli (Lebanon). 

Both the Jackson Creek and its companion boat, the Red 
Creek, had steamed into Beirut, and the crews of both had 
been told to ready their vessels for the rescue mission. Only 
the Jackson Creek, however, made the run to Tripoli . Aboard 
it were Western Party Manager Neilson and Cook George 
Ebehnoch and the boat's captain, Joe Lesso; mate, George Tro
chesset; and engineer, Nila Koskelo. Standing by on the Red 
Creek in Beirut were Western Cook Jesse Hammond and the 
boat's captain, Sam Lesso, and engineer, Peter Barhonovich. 

Even the most serious events at times have their amusing 
side, and one is related of the initial arrival of the two Party 86 
boats in Beirut. The trouble had started a day or so earlier; 
curfews and other restrictions had been imposed; and every
one was anxiously awaiting the arrival of the U. S. 6th Fleet 
to calm things down. Party Manager Neilson was on the eighth 
floor of the Capitol Hotel in Beirut awaiting the arrival of, 
not the 6th Fleet, but the two "Creeks" to pick up supplies. 
Suddenly Neilson heard some Americans shouting "The 6th 
Fleet's here! The 6th Fleet's here!" He ran to the balcony that 
overlooks the harbor, and there, lo and behold, were the Jack
son Creek and the Red Creek being escorted to harbor by two 
small Lebanese speed boat~,. 

Party 86's two 85-foot boats and two Lebanese 40-foot boats 
being classed as the great U. S. 6th Fleet is indeed impressive! 

All th is happened in the latter part of May. Since then much 
has happened in Lebanon, and Party 86 is back working in 
the Persian Gulf. 

-Neal P. Cramer. 

U. S. Ambassador to Lebanon, Robert G. Mc- . • 
Clintock (front row, left), thanks Party 86's P. 
Jackson Creek skipper, Joe Lesso, for "rescue 
mission" from Beirut to Tripoli, Lebanon, and 
back. Party 86 Manager Tony Neilson (middle 
row, second from left) smiles approval, as 
does the Red Creek's skipper, Sam Lesso 
!front row, right). Others are, left to right: 
(middle row) Evacuation Officer Adrion Mid
dleton, (Neilson), Mr. Hodges, and George Tro
chesset, Jackson Creek mate; lback row) Mr. 
Silvey, Commander Baker, U.S. N., Embassy 
Press Attache Red Austin, and Horace Byrnes. 
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SALVATORIS DINE AT WHITE HOUSE 

Among the guests of President and Mrs. Dwight D. 
Eisenhower at a form.~.l dinner in the White House were 
the president of Western Geophysical, Henry Salvatori, 
and Mrs. Salvatori. The occasion was in honor of Philip
pines President Carlos Garcia and Mrs. Garcia, who vis
ited Washington in June. Following the dinner in the 
State Dining Room in the west end of the executive man
sion, a musical program, featuring the United States Navy 
Band Sea Chanters, was presented in the East Room. 

'TI S A LO NG CLIMB-BUT SAFER. Access to Party 68's third
floor office in Woodland, California, is gained by an antiquated 
self-service elevator. Party Chief Tom Mitchell and Chief 
Computer Art Hird, however, have elected to use the stair
way- for good reason. Power failure left them trapped between 
floors, and there they stayed for 40 minutes while confused 
maintenance men conducted rescue operations . The Western
ers were finally released by being mechanically "dropped" into 
the crash springs in the basement. 

" THE LOVE BUG will bite you if you don't watch out." And 
apparently Party F-61, in Saskatchewan, did not watch out, for 
the "love bug" hovered over the crew and took three big bites 
in less than three months. Driller Carl Brulotte was its first 
"victim." On April 7 he and Margaret Mabillard were married 
in Edmonton, Alberta. Twelve days later, the "bug" bit again. 
This time the wedding was that of Helper James Leonard Henry 
and Doris Ina Clark in Regina, Saskatchewan, on April 19. After 
two months' rest, the matchmaking "insect" closed its third 
"deal" with the marriage of Chief Computer Russell Kalakailo 
and Joyce Hilda Carey in Yorkton, Saskatchewan, on June 21. 

- Russell Kalakailo. 
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Editor's Note: Because of the space required to cover 
Western's 25th Anniversary adequately, some of tlie fea 
tures and reports originally scheduled for September will 
be included in a future WESTERN PROFILE. 

A WELCOME ADDITION was made to Party G-1 on June 21 
when Surveyor Tommy Thornton and Miss Barbara Carroll 
were married. -Don M. McClure. 

" IT'S NOT FOR THE BIRDS. " An old story but new to us is 
one contributed to WESTERK PROFILE by Supervisor H. F. 
Murphree, now in Libya, as typical of the attitude of many 
warm-blooded Southern boys during the first years when West-

em operated throughout the year in the cold climes of Canada 
and Montana. 

This particular case occurred in Saskatchewan. It seems 
that a crew there had a Mississippi boy as surveyor. The crew 
had moved to Saskatchewan in the late spring and had enjoyed 
the cool summer. As winter approached, however, this sur
veyor became more and more apprehensive, quite frankly suf
fered from the cold, and requested a transfer south. The party 
chief continually assured him that he would get used to the 
cold and urged him not to let it get the best of him. 

The surveyor was not convinced, though, and continued to 
suffer until one day in November he came marching into the 
party chief's office with a very determined look on his face 
and asked the following question: "Sir, did you see those ducks 
flying over this morning?" 

The party chief answered that yes, as a matter of fact, he 
had noticed them. 

"And in which direction were they flying?" continued the 
surveyor. 

"South, of course," replied the party chief. 
"Well , no damned bird is gonna outsmart me, sir." 
And with that arrangements were made for the surveyor to 

return to warmer climes. 
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WESTERN' S LOS ANGELES OFFICE lost one of its eligible 
bachelors this past summer. On his return from vacation Frank 
Bosch announced that he had been married to Mary Deverell 
on July 22 in Winterhaven, California. Frank, of the Account
ing Department, is a Western 10-year man. 

PRIOR TO HIS TRANSFER TO SOUTH AMERICA, Supervisor 
Frank Ellsworth and his wife Chola were honored by more 
than 50 Westerners of Canada at a dinner in the Coral Room 
of the Park Hotel in Edmonton. 

The Ellsworths were leaving Canada for Frank to take over 
as resident supervisor of the Party 88 operation in Bolivia, the 
office of which is in Cochabamba. Frank, who has been with 
the Company since 1939, has had previous Western experience 
in South America. 

The sentiments of all present in regard to the Ellsworths 

were expressed by Bill Kirst in a pre-dinner toast. Later, on 
behalf of the group, Ray Whitt presented a maple leaf brooch 
to Chola and a briefcase to Frank. The evening was spent 
dancing to the "High Fidelity Tones of John D yck and his 
hi-fi set." 

\Vestern of Canada's vice president, Jack M. Desmond, and 
~1rs . Desmond and Mr. and Mrs. George Kostashuk, all of 
Calgary, were in Edmonton for the dinner, as were Supervisors 
Alan Knox, Bill Rosser, and Harvey Johnson. Among other 
special guests present to extend best wishes to the Ellsworths 
on th eir new assignment were Carl Cain, John Harding, and 
Hu Fuchs. -Arnold Aylesworth. 

STATISTICALLY PARTY F-69 has grown in the past year through 
the arrival of three tiny tots: Maureen, born September 23, 
1957, to Party Chief Warner and Joy Loven; Steven, born 
April 5, 1957, to Driller-Mechanic Adolf and Betty Rau; and 
Garry, born August 12, 1957, to Helper Les and Beth Asuchak. 
Party F-69 is in Daysland, Alberta. - Ivan Bishko. 

FROM OKLAHOMA CITY CAME WORD of another wee West
erner. Supervisor Charles W. Dick and wife Betty Jo added 
the third child to their family June 21 with the birth of 7-pound, 
7-ounce Patricia Lynn. 

WESTERN PROFILE 
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A SHARP INCREASE IN VITAL STATISTICS was declared at the 
Shreveport Playback Office, with the arrival of three babies 
within a month. 

First was Amy Lynn Britner, who was born June 17 and 
weighed 7 pounds, 1 ounce. Amy Lynn is the daughter of R. M. 
(Bob) and Nell Britner. 

ext came David Zoneal Moore, born June 25. David, the 
son of Zoneal R. and Charlene Moore, weighed in at 4 pounds, 
8 ounces. 

The last tax exemption to put in an appearance was Dixie 
Beauregard. Born July 1, Dixie pushed the scale to 7 pounds, 
7 ounces. She is the daughter of T. A. ( Bubba) and Betty 
Beauregard. 

Although all three proud fathers were technicians in the 
Shreveport Playback Office at the time of their respective big 
events, "Papa" Moore is now assigned to Party R-5 in Shreve
port. - William Clayton Scl1midt. 

Canadian Westerners who honored Frank and Chola Ellsworth before they 
left for Frank' s new assignment in Bolivia, left to right: lback row) Alan 
Knox, Bill Ross, Vi Hubner, Ray LeBlanc, Audrey Hunter, Vic Hunter, Agnes 
Eisler, Ed Eisler, Evelyn Mercer, Dick Mercer, Lou Wong, Tom Wong , Loretta 
Nichol, Jack Nichol, and Russ Kalakailo; !fourth row) Bill Rollans, Marie 
Rollans , and Hu Fuchs; (third row) Ethel Trotter, Shirley Kostashuk, Jean 
Hewitt, Doreen Fuchs, Grant Bates, Dora Bates, Arnold Aylesworth, Pauline 
Aylesworth, Bill Kirst, Pat Kirst, Kay Dobson, Ken Dobson, Helen Coull, 
Jack Coull, Jerry Johnson, and Ron Siwicky; (second row) John Henry, Rita 
Desmond, Frank Ellsworth, Sylvia Whitt, Jack Desmond , Chola Ell sworth, 
Harvey Johnson, Lottie Cain, Al Johnson, Ann Harding, John Harding , and 
Sybil Henry; and (front row) Bishop Thurber, Bill Rosser, George Kostashuk, 
Jack Trotter, Ray Wh itt, John Dyck, Carl Cain , and Marvin Hewitt. 

On behalf of Canadian friends, Ray Whitt Cleft) presents farewell g ifts to 
Chola and Frank Ellsworth, for her a maple leaf brooch, for him a briefcase. 

IN A HURRY TO SEE THE WORLD, little Elizabeth Cramer 
could not wait for her father's scheduled return from a distant 
part of that world to put in her appearance. Therefore, Eliza
beth arrived early, May 9, while Neal , Western supervisor in 
the :\1id-Continent Division, was in Ankara, Turkey. The Cram
ers, who live in Shreveport, have two older children, Neal, Jr., 
and Nancy. -Margaret Hale. 

MAY 9 WAS A BUSY ONE FOR SIR STORK. It was the one 
on which Lisa Barnes decided to get her first view of the earth 
in Texas, as well as that chosen by Baby Cramer for her birth 
in Louisiana. Lisa's father is Computer Emmitt Barnes, Jr., 
Partv 51. Soon after Lisa was born, she was initiated into one 
of the phases of doodlebug life-she moved, as Party 51 went 
from Houston to Marietta, Oklahoma. 

PARTY 21 GAINED a new 9-pound baby boy when Computer 
Gene Donohue joined the crew in El Reno, Oklahoma. 

-A. J. Blanco. 

A NEW ARRIVAL ON PARTY 28 is Randy Lee, born April 5 
to Floyd and Ila Jane Norris. This "future Westerner," a Texan 
by birth, tipped the scale at 5 pounds, 6 ounces. Floyd is as
sistant observer on Party 28, of which the office is in Tyler, 
Texas, and the fi eld crew in Mineola. - Palmer L. Larsen. 

SEPTEMBER, 1958 

NEW MEXICO IS THE BIRTHPLACE of Party 7's newest mem
ber, Kim Michelle Berlin. This young lady, daughter of Rudy 
and Louise Berlin, was born June 27 and weighed 7 pounds, 
1412 ounces. Her father is chief computer on Party 7 in Tatum, 
New Mexico. 

BRINGING UP THE REAR on Party S's move from Las Animas 
to Florence, Colorado, was the Jack Patton family. Little Vera 
Lee detained them in Las Animas for her birth. Their first girl, 
she was born July 20 and weighed 6 pounds, 2Jf ounces. 

-James K. Baird. 

" THE FIRST" for Clyde and Pat Lee is a son, Lindsey Duane, 
who weighed a whopping 8 pounds, 1 ounce and was 21 inches 
long at birth. Lindsey was born June 23 at Schumpert Memorial 
Sanitarium in Shreveport before his computer father was trans
ferred from Party 86 office crew there to Party 78 in Cuero, 
Texas. -Paul Schueler. 

TIME-5 :06 P.M . DATE-APRIL 13. PLACE-RIVERTON, Wyo
ming. The event? 'Twas the birth of Peggy Sue, whose parents 
are M. J. and Ila M. Larsen. Peggy Sue's father is assistant 
observer on Party 67, now in Roundup, Montana. 

MAY 23 IS A DOUBLE BIRTHDAY in the home of the Ben L. 
Langstons. Their daughter Angela was born on that day in 
1955, and as a birthday present this year she received a sister . 
Baby sister weighed 7 pounds, 6 ounces on her arrival. Her 
name is something not divulged by her father, who is party 
chief of Party 20 in Hobbs, ew Mexico. 

Thanks to those who contributed to the story of W estern's 
early years with their old-time pictures, reminiscences, and 
anecdotes. Also, special thanks to our predecessor. Her assis
tance and the background information and material that she 
obtained during her service u; ith W estern Geophysical the past 
few years have co ntributed a great deal to this special Twenty
fiftli A nniversary edition of W EST ERN PROFILE . 

- Th e Editor. 
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Western's First Ladies 

W HILE the female contingent of the Western family 
for the past 25 years has been made up of, for the 

most part, those wonderful doodlebugging wives, a few 
of the so-called weaker sex have "made the grade" among 
the ranks of employees. The shortage of manpower dur
ing the war years may have been responsible for this in
novation, but it was up to the women to prove themselves 
in order to retain their positions when the boys returned 
from the war. 

One of them proved herself so well that she has been 
accepted not only by the men as a capable employee who 
can hold her own on a job beside them but also by their 
wives who have dubbed her a "Western First Lady" -an 
honor heretofore bestowed only upon them. The Western 
woman employee so esteemed by her co-workers and their 
wives is Margaret Hale, administrative assistant in the 
Mid-Continent Division office in Shreveport and an as
sistant secretary of the Company. 

Margaret holds more than the distinction of being one 
of the few non-male employees of Western-she is the very 
first woman to be hired by the Company for a field office. 
It was in June 1942 when Party 18, in West Point, Missis
sippi, needed a computer. It seemed, however, that com
puters had gone to war; so Margaret, with her degree in 
mathematics, got the job. 

"I can vividly remember," says one of the Party 18 wives, 
"my husband's attitude when Margaret first came to the 
crew. Not only did he resent a female invading this very 
manly occupation, but so did the rest of the men. Her 
efficiency and fine sense of humor soon won their respect." 

From the first, Margaret proved to be a hard worker, 
both conscientious and capable, according to members 
of that crew. Its chief computer expresses it thus: "I think 
she was determined to show that she could and would do 
everything required of a man in a field office. And she 
certainly did." 

Margaret's first move with Western was to Laurel, Mis
sissippi, where she was promoted to chief computer when 
Party 18's former chief computer was made party chief. 
When the Eastern District Division office was opened in 
Natchez, Mississippi, she became its office manager. The 
establishment of the Mid -Continent Division office in 
Shreveport in 1950 marked the beginning of additional 
duties for Margaret, those of administrative assistant; and 
in 1958 she was elected an assistant secretary of Western. 
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Though definitely a "member" of the crew, Margaret 
has always been, to Westerners, more than an excellent 
worker. Her wonderful personality, they say, resulted in 
an immediate liking of her; and they remark that they 
have never seen her in a cynical mood nor heard her speak 
disparagingly of anyone. Finding her always ready to 
help, they have taken many a company and personal 
problem to her for discussion and had an interested and 
capable adviser. 

Nor is this interest in people and desire to help con
fined to Westerners. Mid-Continent's administrative as
sistant is an active worker in her church, where she teaches 
a junior class. She is a supporter of all cultural programs 
in Shreveport and was recently president of the Altrnsa 
International Club there. Instrumental in soliciting funds 
for the Multiple Sclerosis Society, Margaret is now state 
chairman of the Louisiana branch of that organization. 

MARGARET 
HALE 

This busy, interesting person is a Texan by birth, which 
event occurred in Grapevine. Her education and previous 
job experience, however, were received in Oklahoma. After 
attending grade school and high school in Alex, Margaret 
obtained her B.S. degree in mathematics from Oklahoma 
Central State Teachers College and later took graduate 
work at the University of Oklahoma. Before joining West
ern she taught school in Ponca City. 

This charming, sparkling, petite woman probably has 
more friends than anyone in Western, according to a mem
ber of the crew with which she once worked. A Western 
wife summarizes it when she says, "You can go on and 
on with complimentary adjectives describing Margaret's 
character and personality." Such regard and esteem point 
up the fact that Margaret Hale is truly one of "Western's 
First Ladies." 
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