


Recently, I had occasion to read an add ress given by 
M. 0. Malmber g, Publi c Relations Consultant to th e 
bakery indus try, on "Building Indu strial Morale th rough 
Human Relations ". Thi s sub ject is of great interest to 
me and I read Mr. Malm berg's address with keen interest 
and appreciat ion. He presented his views with sincerity 
and deep und ers tanding and his thought s were both in
spiring and enlight ening. 

Th e gist of his speech is that the cultivation of high 
employee morale should be the most import ant single 
activity of management. "Tha t managemen t which has 
not yet rea lized that its only eI}during asset is its man
power" is doomed to failure. 

Essentials to a compan y's survival are th e loyalty and 
co-opera tion of it s emp loyees . However, "you cannot 
see, weigh , measure , feel , touch or pho tograph them, for 
th ey are intan gibles such as the spiri tual powers which 
motivate men" . Loyalty and co-operation cannot be pur
chased with money but "only come as the free, willing 
gifts of men" . Loyalt y and co-opera tion can be had only 
if we honestly deserve th em. ,iVe must be fair and sincere 
with our employees and associates and , above all , we must 
be truly int erested in their prob lems, their hop es and 
their aspira tions. In short , we all must give more thought 
and study to the field of human relat ions if we hop e to 
succeed in our work and if our compa ny is to continu e to 
prosper. 

,iVe must treat our fellow employees "with such respect 
and attention as will encourage th eir crea tive imaginatio n 
and stimulate it into action". Mr. Malmberg states that 
men do not think with tl)eir heads bu t with their hearts . 

We th erefore must reach their hearts if we are to achieve 
harmon ious employee relations. 

Mr. Malm berg's addr ess is concluded with a story about 
William Holman Hu nt, the great English artist who 
painted the famous painting called, "The Ligh t of the 
World". As related in th e story , "He hun g it in an art 
gallery in London and the critics came to view it. It 
was a pictu re of a gloriously beautiful garden at mid
night. You could clearly see the beauty of it, in spite 
of the stygian darkness , for a man whom the people called 
Rabbi or Rabbom , meaning the teacher, stood there in 
th e center of the garden hold ing a bright ly illumin ed 
lantern in his left hand. That lantern revea led the garden 
in all its glory The Master leane d with his right ear in 
the d irection of a heavily paneled door; he was knocking 
upon that door , listening as though he were waiting for 
an answer from within. 

"A critic said, 'Mr . Hunt, lovely painting, but you've 
made a mistake . You've forgotten somethin g.' Mr. Hunt 
replied, 'My friend, what is wrong with my pic tur e?' The 
critic said , 'Th at's a door upon which the Master is knock
ing, is it not ?' Hun t said, 'Yes, it is.' The critic said, 'We ll, 
what's the matter with the door? Is it never to be opened? 
If it's a door, you've got to have a hand le or else how 
does one open the door?' 

"Then Hunt smiled as he said, 'My friend, that door 
upon which the Master is knocking and agains t which he 
is listening, is not just an ordinary door. It is the door to 
the human heart. It needs no handle , for it can only be 
opened from within.'" 
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that digs the hole 
that takes the charge 
that makes the shot 
that sets up the reflection s 
to make a record 
for seismic interpretation ... 

Working on the assumption that a seismic crew can be 
only as efficient and as accurate as its equipment permits 
it to be, 55 men at the L. A. Laboratory are engaged in 
developing , designing and building at least 15 kinds of 
major equipment and their thousands of component parts 
for Western seismic crews . In its effort to provide the best 
possible equipment in the least possib le time, the L. A. 
Laboratory is Western's answer to the ever-presen t prob-

---

An early portabl e 
rotary tabl e manu
f actured by West
ern about 1935 . 
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In marshy country, a short wheel bose truck with oversized 
tires carries a small masted We stern drill equipped with Its 
awn water tank. This one wa s in operation about 1937-8. 

lems of meeting competitive developments in mechanics 
and electronics, satisfying the equipment requirements 
of new methods and replacing worn-out or obsolete 
machinery and tools. 

Materiel built at the L. A. Laboratory falls into two 
categories - electronic equipment and mechanical equip 
ment. To describe fully the electronic equipment, of which 
the recording unit is the most important development, 
a separate WESTERN PROFILE article will cover its evolu
tion and construction. 

The mechanical category includes the drill units -
rotary air and rotary water drills - water truck and 
shooting truck units and the various component parts used 
in their construction, recording truck bodi es, reels and 
reel drives, as well as the mechanical parts of the electronic 
equipment. All mechanical parts of all pieces of equipment 
used in the field are made at the Laborator y with the 
exception of cables, chains, standard communications 
items, bearings and pumps. The trucks used to transport 
these major pieces of equipment are regarded only as 
auxiliary parts of the complete units. 

No one piece of field equipment is more important than 
any other as each must fulfill its requi red function in 
order that the field crew may obtain an accurate seismic 
record for the interpreter This , of course, is the purpose 
of a seismic field crew Despite the interrelation of work 
performances, the drill looms highest both in the imagina
tion and on the horizon. The sight of the drill truck with 
its skyscraper mast reared against the sky, while the drill 
pipe is raised to its height to be sent down into the earth 
to open its secrets, catches the imaginative eye and inspir es 
the desire to understand its existence. 

The eight-and -a-half ton drill not only dominates the 
landscape as a powerfu l working tool but has served its 
operators as·a refuge from wild or enraged animals . Stories 
abound about drillers who have climbed the mast as an 
escape route from bulls, cows, dogs and even, on one 

2 

occasion, an antelope. One driller has reported that the 
drill mast is an effective lightning rod. With one hand on 
a control lever when a lightning bolt struck the mast and 
raced down the earth-bound drill stem, the driller was 
thrown "end over end" for a distance of 20 feet. Such 
stories are as much a part of the history and growth of 
seismology as the development of the drill itself. 

As developed by Western, the Company's present drill 
design came into being about 1940. It is the result of 
continuous changes and improvements from the time that 
seismic crews first began drilling shot holes with hand 
augers. To compare the hand auger of the mid-1920's with 
a standard 27-foot mast drill of today is to compare a 
bicycle with a 285-horsepower 1956 automobile. The hand 
auger of 1926 was the same as that now used in many 
areas to dig post holes. Its practical depth was 15 feet 

Core drill ing high on the W es te rn Slop e in Colorado in 1937 

but, with the addition of several pipe lengths and the ap
plication of considerable muscle power, maximum depths 
of 30 and, occasionally, under very favorable conditions, 
60 feet could be reached. 

Drilling crews in those days were called "hole-digging" 
crews and worked under a hole-digging foreman . As many 
as a dozen men rode about in stake tru cks to points pre
viously marked by the surveyor When possible, shot 
points usually were drilled in creek beds because the 
turnin g of the hand auger was much easie r in the soft soil. 

In their simples t form, hand augers were used for three 
or four years by the early seismic crews. La ter, they 
were modified and adapted to gasoline engines and these 

Photographs on the.se page.s ro11rtes1/ 

of Jay Fraizer Midland Shop . 



still are used in instances of shallow, easy drillin g or in 
swamp areas where the weight of the dri ll rig limits access. 
By the late 1920's, an auger had been mounted on a truck 
but, with the primary limitation of depth, it was obvious 
that a more effective drilling method was needed. Some
times the truck-mounted auge rs were top heavy and 
tipped over in rough terrain. 

In response to the need to overcome the depth limita
tion, geophysicists observed the rotary and cable tool 
( spudder) rigs being used at the time in the oil fields and 
applied the same principles to their drilling problems by 
building miniature rotary tables, drawworks, hailers, slush 
pumps, masts , drill stem, swivels, blocks and tools. The 
spudder drill was the first to come into usage in seismic 
work - about 1930-31, while the rotary rig followed by 
1932. Along with the drill ideas, much of the term inology 
now used by doodlebuggers everywhere came from the 
oil fields. "Rathole", ''kelly" and "cathead" are among the 
names originated by oil well drille rs. 

Soon spudder drills and rotary drills were used for al
most ~11 seismic work. The spudder drill was a clumsy 
device which forced a hole into the ground by concussion 
from a chopping bit being picked up and dropped re
peatedly At intervals, the spudder was removed from 
the shot hole and the cuttings cleaned out with a small 
amount of water and a bailer Then the pounding process 
was repeated until the desired depth was reached. With 
the spudder drill, shot holes could, in theory, reach almost 
any depth but, due to th e slowness of the operation, the 
practica l depth was about 25 to 30 feet. 

Gradually the use of the spudder drill decreased and, 
although it was used until the mid-1930's, it was sup
planted by the rotary drill which today is used with few 
exceptions for the bulk of all seismic drilling. The rotary 
drill was developed from a simp le type of rotary tab le, 

By 1936, the Western rotary rig was a 23,000 pound machine -

powerful, rugged and efficient. How ever at this time, Western's 

aim was to re duce the weight of the drill and increase its efficiency 

at the same time. 

a mast of more than 20 feet and a pump. It was chain 
driven and all the chains were exposed. An essential of 
the rotary drill was, and is, the princip le of circulation of 
water or mud th rough the pipe to clean out the cuttings 
from the hole . The cutti ngs then are pumped out into a 
slushpit, screened and the fluid recirculated. 

With the advent of the rota ry drill, it became feasible 
to drill beyond 100 feet with less effort and in less time. 
Western drills now are equipped to drill to a depth of 
1000 feet and, in a few cases, depths up to 1500 feet have 
been reached. The type of kelly used in seismic drills 
contributed considerably to the ease with which these 
greater depths were reached . A kelly is a square, or round, 
steel rod approximately 15 to 20 feet long which is rotated 
by the drive bushing. It is the pressure transmitted through 
the kelly to the drill pipe which gives the cutting torque 

We stern drills have worked practically every type of country even 

the most inaccessible areas. In Southern Louisiana, the drilling 
crew operates a portable rig from two flat bottomed boats in 

shallow water. 

to the bit. There are two types of kellys - the hollow and 
the solid kelly As early as 1934, Western was manufactur
ing drills with both types of kellys , but the hollow kelly 
was most commonly used throughout the industry at that 
time. 

Despite the fact that the hollow kelly version of the 
rotary rig was the first typ e of rotary drill to be used in 
the industry, it was the least efficient due, among other 
considerations, to the necessity of making fast the drill 
pipe within the kelly This was done by raising the kelly 
to the top of the drill mast. A man then climbed the 

3 



Welding a mast in the 

Los Angel es shop "back 

yard "-Fran k Jones 

welds the lengths of pipe 
within a ' jig so that all 

the masts will be a like . 

sheets and ang les al 

structural steel and looks like a jigsaw puzzle with many missing parts. 

The deta il (right) illustrat e s the comp leted drill frame before the rig is 

ass emb led . 

mast, set the pipe clamp jaws and returned to the ground . 
Drill ers, who have worked with the hollow kelly, tell of 
an unsanctioned practice known as "riding the kelly 
down" The driller helper stood on the swivel to lend his 
weight to the kelly and speed up the dr illing . The driller 
with the heavie st helper was regarde d as the biggest foot
age man. Anoth er aspect recalled by old-t ime seismic 
workers was that a pull -down rope was used which ran 
from a cathead to the swivel. This rope was wrapped 
abou t the right arm of the dr iller When the mechanism 
was in operation, pulling th e rope with considerable 
tension. the drill er was transform ed into a human vibrator 

Working with the hollow kelly was a slow and laborious 
process even after it was mechaniz ed to the extent that 
th e driller could secure the pipe and kelly from the 

ground . It is no wonder that Western abandoned the 
hollow kelly and soon turn ed exclus ively to the solid kelly 

As cur~ently used, the "solid" kelly is not really solid 
but the pipe does not pass through it as with the hollow 
kelly Drill pipe now is threaded at the top to match the 
thr ead at th e bottom of th e kelly The two are fastened 
together by the driller's helper while he remains at his 
usual post on the ground. By a simple and quick process, 
the kelly is unscrewed mechanically from th e pipe. The 
helper swings the kelly aside, setting it in the rathole 
inserts the new pipe leng th , screws the kelly into it and 
the drilling operation continu es with a minimum of time 

In the machine shop , several types of lathes are used to shape th e hun

dreds of machined parts. Here , an overshot die collar is bei ng turn ed. This 

lathe was used to machine the covey of rotary table cores shown above . 



From his position on the floor Berl Johansen, who has been as• 

sembling drills for Western since 1947 mounts the pull-down shaft. 

interruption. 
With both types of kellys , the water or mud is intro

duced through th e swive l at the top of the kelly, circu lat es 
through the kelly and the pipe to the bottom of the hole 
and then is pumped back up the hole into a slush pit, 
which is dug beside the drill ( or a portabl e slush pit is 
used) The cuttings settle to the bottom or are trapped 
by a barrier as the fluid is screened through a mud basket 
and the suction hose screen before again being run into 
the kelly thr ough the swivel hose. The slush pit has a 
prominent place in seismic lore, as it is said that a crew 
man isn't a full-fledged doodlebugger until he has fallen 
into one. 

It can be said that the pre sent West ern drill became 
standard ized in 1940-41 At that time Western completely 
revolutionized seismic drill design by introducing its drill 
utilizing the power transfer case . Prior to this develop
ment, all seismic drills were built around a line shaft. 
All of the individual unit s on the drill - the rotary table, 
pump, winch, etc ., are driven at various speeds. On the 
old-time drill , a single shaft at one side of the drill frame 
held four to six sprocke ts and clutch assemblies of different 
sizes. Chains from the sprockets drove the units In effect, 
the sprockets, clutches and bearings could be compared to 
beads strung on a wire . If the middle bead requ ired 
repair, all the others from one end or the other had to 
be removed - sometimes the process disabl ed a drill for 
a week or more. Since the sprockets, chains and units were 
all exposed, the wear and tear were considerable. \,Vhen 
the sprockets were placed in position at the time a drill 
was built, they were heated and shrunk to the shaft so 
tightly that the y were extremely difficult to remove. 
Trouble quickly developed if the sprockets were not put 
on the shaft tightl y enough. These factors made the line 
shaft-type drill a costly, inefficient tool to maintain and 
repair 

Western's new design called for a power transfer case 
which provid ed a single source of power for each unit as 
it functioned on its own shaft, or two units can function 
from one shaft moving in two directions. The sprockets 
were enclosed in cases, which eliminated the wear caused 

by dirt and weather All the enclosed parts moved in oil, 
removing the necessity of lubri cat ing any moving parts 
and prolonging the life of the drill. The effect of the design 
change was to minimize expensive delays, simplify repairs, 
speed up the entire drilling operation and increase its 
efficiency The power transfer case represented tremen
dous progress in the effort to lighten the drill rig and still 
increase its capacity to drill in rough, deep formations. 
Another effect was to cause an industr y-wide change
over from the line shaft -type drill. Over 90% of all seismic 
drills today utilize this basic design. 

Since this major development, the Western drill has 
been improv ed constantly - a host of mechanical and 
hydraulic innovations attest to this - but no basic change 
has been made in the Company concept of an efficient , 
dependable and sturd y seismic drill. Part of the dependa 
bility of Western drills is insured by the carefully plann ed 
factor that all major component parts can be int erchan ged 

Each un it goes through a precise building 

routine. Bearings are placed about the rotary 
tab le core and (at lelt) the combination is 

subjected lo heavy pressure lo fit the bearings 

tightly on the core. This calls for precise judge
ment by Mack Towns, shop foreman. 

The unit then is lifted (right/ by a cha in ho ist 

and secured within the ro tary tab le housing. 

Testing the unit is the next step. 
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This view of the incomplete drill rig shows the power transfer unit 

in the foreground with the shaft leading to the double drum winch 

at the rear of the frame. The lever in the center controls the rotary 

table transmission. At right, near the winch, is the winch control 

bracket with Its four levers. 

among all Western drills. Each of the Division shops in 
Calgary, Casper, Midland , Shreveport and Los Ange les 
maintains a pool of these parts which are readily available 
to the crews in the respective areas. 

Through the years, the L. A. Laboratory has received 
countless suggestions from th e field which have aided 
immeasurably in improving the efficiency, strength and 
capacity of the Western drill. New drills often include 
at least one new feature which was developed from a 

DETAIL OF DRIVE SHAFTS 

AND MAJOR UNITS OF 

WESTERN DRILL 

REAR 

UNIT 

suggestion received from a driller or driller-supervisor 
Experience has proved that crew members working with 
the equipment deve lop th e best ideas. Sometim es the 
same suggestion has been received simultaneously from 
two crew men working 2000 miles apart. L. A. Laboratory 
employees never have received too many sugg estions and 
often feel that they do not receive enough despite the 
presence of a new sugges tion in almost every mail delivery 
The man who has sent in a suggested change might not 
personally see the improvement for a long time. Sugges
tions are applied to the drills-in-work which are sent, 
upon completion, to new crews or as replacements to 
other crews. 

Western land equipmen t is used at temperatures rang
ing from 60° below zero to 120° above and from sub -sea 
level to more than 11,000 feet above sea level. There is 
scarcely a condi tion of climate or terrain in which Westem 
equipment has not been used. Regardless of where a crew 
is going, its equipment must be adaptable to its working 
condi tions before it gets there. For thi s reason, the guiding 
tenet at the L. A. Laboratory has been to bui ld every drill, 
water or shooting unit to its ultimate in streng th. By 
following this principle, it eventually is possible to build 
equipment so sturdy that practically no repairs are re
quired during its normal life. When a Western drill is 
retired in accordance with ·western standards, it usually 
is purchased by a private contractor and continued in 
active use for many more years . 

In addition to improving the efficiency and operating 
capacity of the drill, Western has experimented unceas
ingly to find the best materials to be used in constructing 
the drill. Advances in the development of new metal alloys 
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Like the rotary table and other units, 

the power transfer unit is run on the 

testing bench . 

t ransfer uni t a nd the rotary table are installed on the is at the rear, immediate ly in front of t he winch. 

drill frame. The power transfer (left ab ove) is placed 

by metallurgists have made J_)OSsible constant increases 
in th~ capacities of all power transmission units, as well 
as other parts of the drill. Severa l different kinds of steel 
alloys are used - hard steel, mild steel and hard, leaded 
steel. These main types, however, can be adapted to meet 
certain requirements by changing the carbon content in 
the various steel formulas with different heat treatmen ts. 
Each variation is selected after thorough study and con
sultation with steel company representatives as that best 
suited for a specific purpose. Wes tern leans to the 
harder kinds of steel. Heat-treated chrome molybdenum 
( "chrome moly" ) steel is a tough , hard steel which L. A. 
Laboratory technicians maintain will out-wear and out
last any other typ e of steel. It is used in the construction 
of all shafts and tool joints. 

Mild steel is softer and is used for parts subjected to 
stress but which requ ire a high degree of machinability 
and weldability such as the tru ck beds and water tanks. 
Leaded steel can be used anywhere that the chrome moly 
steel is used but is preferred when hard steel must be 
machined. The drill frame is made of structural steel 
angles and beams. A special cast iron is used for the brake 
drums as it will not glaze like steel. It can be cast to close 
tolerances and is easily machined. The mast lifts are of 
seamless tubing and the mast itself is made from steel pipe. 

Most of the machined units, when they are completed 
and assembled, are filled with oil and sent to the testing 
bench to be run for about six hours. If the unit is not 
operating perfectly within pre-determined temperatures 
at the end of the six-hour period, it is disassembled, 
checked, re~ssembled and tested for another six hours, 
or until its operation meets the specified standards. 

At the L. A. Laboratory, a Western drill takes shape 
from a collection of 28 major units which includ e about 
2200 individual parts. Before a drill is constructed, most 
of these units are machined in the machine shop. Over 
1500 items are machined before a drill can be put together 
In the body shop , the drill frame and drill mast are pre
fabricated before assembly is begun. Two men usually 
work two-and-a- half days welding the rolled structura l 
angles into a drill frame whi le two-and-a-half weeks is 
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the average time requir ed to build and assemble a com
plete drill. 

When a truck is rolled into the body shop , it consists 
of nothing more than the truck cab, motor, chassis and 
four wheels. In this de-nuded state, the shop employees 
swarm over it and remove the gas tank. No truc k is 
touched for either repairs or construction until the gas 
tank has be en remov ed and the gas drained. In a matter 
of moments, the appearance of the truck has been altered 
considerably Various portions of its running apparatus, -
such as the drive shafts, are removed. 

Then begins a strip-tease in reverse as the shop crew 
works to assemble the truck into a drill rig. Western does 
not consider the trucks, as received, to be strong enough 
for the work required so supports are added to the frame. 
A strengthening plate, called the "Ssh plate", is bolted 
along the length of the truck frame. Behind the cab of 

On e of the large st installations on the drill frame is the 2200 - pound mud 

pump. The electric hoist, w hich is used to lift all major pieces, is especially 

helpful w hen t he pump is installed, as it enables the worker to guide 

the ma ssive unit accurately a nd easil y by hand. 



Right off the assemb ly floor a com

pleted drill rece ives its coat of " West

ern gray" and its name decal on the 

cab door Today's We~tern drills stand 

' 

as a testimonial to the know-how and ingenuity of the Westerners who have designed and 

built them and who intend to continue building consisten tl y better drills for seism ic work. 

the truck , the pow er take-off is installed in the center of 
the chassis before the drill frame is welded and bolted 
into place. 

With the drill frame in place, the tru ck has th e appear
ance of a broad , irregular bed with raised, curved fender 
we lls for the wheels and various openings and cut backs 
awaiting the addition of the different operating units. 
The first of these is the winch, which is installed betw een 
the rear mast suppo rts and consists of two drums - one 
to lift th e kelly to th e top of the mast and one which hoists 
the drill pipe from the water truck and into and out of the 
shot hole. When the winch is inst alled, the rear and front 
supports are welded into place and the truck resembl es 
an old-fashioned four -poster bed. 

Behind the cab, in th e center of the drill frame, goes 
the power transfer unit, which is built compl ete ly by the 
L. A. Laboratory machine shop and consists of 312 ma
chined parts This is followed by the rotary tabl e trans 
mission, which is placed near the rear of the drill fram e 
immedia tely before the rotary tabl e. The rear control 
levers are fitted at the left of the table . To install the pull 
down shaft just und er the back of the drill frame, a body 
shop man must work from a position Bat on his back on 
the Boor In this cramp ed area, he rivets, drills, and welds 
With the pull-down shaft in pla ce, the 4 1 gear box con
trolling the pull-clown is install ed in front of the rear 
control levers. 

lext to be added is th e rotar y tabl e, followed by the 
mud pump and th e drill mast. ·with thes e installations, 
the drill rig assumes its customary appea rance. However, 
there rema in some 21 group installations before the drill 
assembly is comple te. These include the hydraulic system, 
which goes under the "Boor boards" or drill fram e. The 
hydraulic system covers the mast lifts , pull down motor, 
hydraulic valves and reservoir All drive lines and driv e 
shafts, mud pump piping and the covers for all units must 
be fitted. Num erous miscellaneous accessory items are 
inst alled such as the rathole , drill jacks which steady the 
drill, th e break-out bar, throttl e, vise, tool and bit boxes, 
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drill pipe rack and locking rings Clearance , drill and 
warnin g lights, sta rter and ignition ( the emergency shut 
off at th e rear of the rig), the dual exhaus t system, which 
is connected to the front mast supports, grill and brush 
guard s all are assemb led . Mud pump gussets are bolted 
to the fish plate on the underside of the tru ck. 

After these installations and fittings are comple ted, all 
th e units are checked, filled with oil and sealed. The truck 
then is taken out of the body shop for rigging. It is run 
over the "hole" - a cased hole in the shop's back yard 
- where it is made perfectly level in all direc tions so 
that, when the mast is raised and the cables and chains 
aligned, the rigging will be true from every angle. The 
mast is trimm ed to fit th e mast "shoes" - small brackets 
which locate and hold the mast in its correct position when 
it is raised. After the kelly cables, hoisting cables and 
the pull-down chain and cables are installed, the kelly 
itself, with the kelly bushing, double pin sub and the 
swivel, finally is assemb led and the chains and cables 
hooked up to th e swivel. Th e discharge pressure hose 
and suction hose are installed, with safety chai ns on all 
hoses. At this point the finishing touch - the break-out 
wrench - is put into place on the break-out bar In th is 
strip- tease in reverse, the drill now is fully "cloth ed" and 
is ready to be cleaned and painted in the well-known 
Wes tern gray 

From start to finish - beginning with th e machining 
of an individual part - a Western drill averages about 
1100 man hours to build the parts and to assemble them. 
L. A. Laborator y efforts constantly are directed toward 
simplify ing and consolidating parts and operations so 
that the buildin g and assembly time can be decreased. 
Western's design eng ineers cover bales of drawing paper 
with designs intended to strengthen, streamline and de
velop new ideas i\1Iore than 20 yea rs experience and 
observation, coupled with constant leadership in drill 
design and construction , guara ntee the slogan of the L. A. 
Laborator y that the best seismic drills will continu e to 
be built by Western. 
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An apology to the gravity crews 
Mr J G Fer guson, gravity department 

supervi sor , has pointed out that th e statement 
made by Mr Salvatori on the "President's 
Page" in the February-March PROFILE re 
gardin g Western 's gravity crews might be 
misleadin g 

It was st ated that at the end of the year, 
1955, two gravity crews were in operation. 
In his report , Mr Salvatori gave the exact 
tot al of the numb er of Western crews in 
operation on th e last day of the year, which 
in the instan ce of the gr avity crews was two 
par ties, despite the fact that six gravity crews 
had been operatin g every month throughout 
1955. Shortl y after the beginning of the New 
Year , six gravity crews again wer e in opera 
tion and are in operation at the present time. 

The operations of Western 's gravity crews 
have been conducted on an impressive scale 
and the report on West ern's 1955 parties was 
not meant to det ra ct in any way from 
the work of the cre ws or the length of their 
operation s. 
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Drille r Ed Bende r and He lper Wal do Scott help 
Party 9 's shooting cre w by pre-loa ding a char ge 
of dyna mite . 

PARTY 

PICKINGS 

PARTY 9- WASCO, CALIFORNIA .. . 
AZILE PENNER EWERT, Reporter 

DAWSON VAN EWERT, Photographer 

An ex-Nav y man , Jim Gribbin insur ed his future as a land

JAMES H. GRIBBIN 

lubb er wh en he comple te d his bach elor of 
science degree in geology at Miami Uni
versity Sinc e joining Western in 1952, he 
has been working with the California 
crews. A sportsman , Jim enjoys golf , hunt
ing, fishing and sailing. He and Eleanor 
ha ve two sons, Jimmie and J eff, who con-
tribu te consid erably to their father's 
pursuit of th e activ e life. 

With 13 of the 24 men on Part y 9 rece iving 1955 Safety 
Awards , th e crew's safet y dinn er in March was particu 
larl y sign ificant. The combin ation of hun gry doodlebu g
ge rs and their wi ves, lusc ious sirloin s and ' th e fixin's, plus 
a right smart bit of sociability an d dancin g made for a 
success ful gath erin g at Cy's Downtown er in Bakersfield. 

Hea din g th e awa rd group was D V (SLIM) EWERT, 
permit man, wh o rece ived his ten-year award. Nine and 
a h alf of hi s ten yea rs of safe condu ct were spent on the 
drill s. C. W ( CHET) HILL, drill er , was close on hi s heels 
with nin e yea rs Third hi gh was \V HOLLIS PARKER, sur
veyor , with six years. 

Fiv e-year award s were made to DoN CHRISTIE, observer ; 
ERNIE HERSHKOWITZ, drill er, and RAYiVfOND NELSON, sur
veyor Eo BENDER, drill er , rece ived hi s four- year awa rd, 
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while CAROL JONES, driller , and JERRY WATSON, J 0. , r e
ce ived thr ee-year awards. The remai nin g four men, 
W1LLIA1\I CovEY, shooter; VoRcIE DARNELL, helpe r , DAVE 
F ANSHIER, he lper , and WALDO ScoTT, help er, eac h received 
one-year citations 

Theoretically , Party 9 moved from Bakersfie ld to Wasco 
in F ebruary Actually , only th e office, Party Chief }11\1 

GRIBBIN and family and th e t wo tr ailer fami lies - th e 
JONESES and th e H ERSHKOWITZES - located th ere. H ous in g 
is not Wasco's long su it. 

Of cours e, th e "rooted" T aft contingent, who hav e 
"stayed put" for ove r 32 month s, still drive in from th ere . 
These includ e home owne rs CHET H ILL and Do N CHRISTIE, 
as w ell as ordinary rentin g doodlebuggers E n BENDER, 
JACK BETHEL, driller; RoY ALEXANDER and VoRcIE DAR
NELL of the recording crew, \¥ALDO ScoTT, DAVE FAN
SHIER and JERRY VVATSON 

Cruising in from Bakersfield eac h morning are JIM 
CLINTON, supervisor; H OLLIS PARKER and RAYMOND NEL
SON The rest of th e crew, ge ttin g as close as possible to 
the office, live in Shafter , six miles from Wasco. This 
group is com posed of Jn.t GmswOLD, seni or draftsman, 
HAL HARRIS, chi ef compu ter ; SA:--I BURNSIDE, senior com
puter; JOHN HLASTALA, compu ter; SLIM EWERT, WI LLIAM 
Co vEY and JA:--rns SNow, helper 

Since the move , Jo E DuKE, JunsoN APPLEY, GEORGE 
MANGRUI\I and D OUGLAS DRAGOO have been hired as 
helpers. 

Pa rty 9 spent 15 months in Bakersfie ld and preceeded 
that by spending most of 17 months in Taft. So th ere's 
nothing new on the work front - that is, excep t in th e 

It's a question whether the coffe e was good or bad at Party 9 's 
las t saf ety dinner, to judg e by Vorcle Darnell 's expr essi on, At his 
le ft ar e Jerry Watson and Roy Ale xand e r. 

Party 6S's office staff gives its undivided attention to the 
camera as It interrupts a dlscusslon of a cross section problem. 
Robert Mangrum is standing at left with Joe Shivers and 
Ronald Walton ( all computers) Charles Dick, party chief, 
is seated. 

office. The thr ee }IMS - CLINTON, GRIBBIN an d GmswoLD 
- are fighting stenogr aph er's spread. CLINTON is using 
drill stem for barbe lls in daily setti ng-up exerc ises, GRI~
BI N has dusted off his go lf clubs and we do mea n merely 
"dust ed", while GmswoLn, th e rod eo bronc rid er, does 
a bit of tr ack work at a Shafter city park whenever oppor
tunit y presen ts. The muscle m en of th e field crew are 
noticeably apa th e tic in extending symp ath y for sore mus
cles and callouses . 

L 
Shooter W, 0 . Cove y ( ce nter ) and He lpers Judson Appl ey 
(l e ft) and Jam es Snow ge t re ady for action on Part y 9 . 



PARTY 65 - McCAMEY, TEXAS .. 
RONALD C WALTON, Reporter-Photographer 

Greetings from the land of violent dust storms and 
drought. This is yours truly speaking once again for the 
pride and joy of Weste m's Party 65. 

Party 65 has spen t most of its time in Pecos, Texas, 
since our last report a year ago. Need less to say, our crew 
W,lS beginning to feel very much at home until we made 
a jump to Big Spring, Texas, last November And now 
we are in McCamey 

Big Spri ng made a big impression on Party 65. It was 
the largest town in which the crew had been located for 
some time, with a popu lation of approxima tely 24,500 
people. Big Spring is a typica l West Texas town , retain
ing the friendliness and "howdy, podner" that Texas is 
so well noted for 

You've no doubt heard the story of the wife who sent 
her husband to the store for some milk and he returned 
with everything but milk? The Big Spring shopping dis
trict went to the heads of most of th e crew members. 
DoN MEEK, surveyor, went dow nt own to pay his rent and 
came home with a new car RoN WALTON, compute r, went 
down to straighten out his car insuranc e and came back 
with a tel evision set . Similar circumstances afforded the 
RoY H rLLIARo' s (d riller ), the JESSE IRBY' s ( helper) and the 
RoY McCurn E's (s urveyor ) with their television sets . 
Shopping came to a standstill for a time and then it 
happened MR. MEEK traded cars again! 

In addition to shopping, viewing television became 
the favorite pastime . This was quite a trea t for most of 

"------- -·-- ~---of Part y 9 (fr om left , re a r ro w ) Includes Jim 
Gribbin, part y chi ef ; Hal Harris, chie f comput e r; "Sllm " Ewe rt, 
perm it man ; Jim Clint on, sup e rvis or; ( knee ling) Jim Gris wo ld, 
seni or dra fts man, end Sam Burnside, se nior com put e r. 

,... 

____ / ___ _ 
James Hilbun, left, and J. P. Hammonds, drillers with Party 
65, go after one of those deep Texas shot holes with the aid 
of two alr compressors. 

us as television stations have been few and far between 
in West Texas. During the summer months , last year, 
we spent many enjoyab le hours in the outdoor plunge 
at Balmorhea, 36 miles south of Pecos. In this area, water 
is a real treat. Wi th the Davis Mountains to the south and 
th e Delaware Mountains to the east, the rockhounds of 
our crew were out hiking around in search of that elusive 
substa nce known as uranium. Most of us came back dis
couraged but by no means empty-handed . Next to uranium 
in impo rtance was agate. Many beautiful pieces of agate 
were collected, cut , polished and mounted into beautiful 
rings , broo ches and earrings. 

Several of the crew members became interested in the 
artifac ts of the region. Some of the Indian tribes which 
had inh abited the West Texas area had lived in the natural 
caves , pockmarking the limestone cliffs and plateaus. On 
weekends , crew membe rs visited these caves and, while 
siftin g through the ashes of the fireplaces , found arrow
heads, pottery, bones and an assortment of weird objects. 
DON MEEK has an unusual collection of arrowheads and 
other artifacts. 

Another hobby of possible interest to PROFILE readers 
is that of RoN WALTON, who has a six-inch reflecting tele
scope which he uses for astronomical study It is under
stood that JAMES C. HILBUN, dr iller, is at pres ent involved 
in mode l ship building . This, possibly, is the beginning 
of another crew hobby 

In February, the women of 65 held a baby showe r for 
MRs. DoN MEEK, who now is the proud mother of a baby 
boy , born on March 19. 

The ran ks of Party 65 have been increased by the 
arrival of GuY (SHORTY) ANDERS, observer; ROBERT (Boa) 
MANGUM, compu ter, and JOE D Stt1vERs, computer Oth er 
new personnel include EDWARD J DUCKWORTH, BILLY 
D Mc EW, JERRY D PAIGE, GLEN D GRANTHAM and 

Continued on page 14. 
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Western's prepayment plan has been in operation for 
almost a decade. Originated since 1938 as part of the 
law now known as the United States Fair Labor Standards 
Act, the prepayment plan is one of several wage payment 
methods permitted by the governmen t as within the laws 
covering wag e payments to hourly employees. 

Time after time , the benefits of this method of payment 
to Western's employees have been demonstrat ed. How
ever, as an aid to greater understanding of the method, 
the PROFILE, in the person of the \1/estern Prospector, 
seeks to answer the questions most frequ ently asked about 
the prepayment plan. 

In our review, the Western Prospector is discussing 
the system with a young member of a field crew 

+ + + 
"What do you mean, prospector, when you say that a 

snowbound crew was part of the reason why we have the 
prepaym ent plan?" asked the young crew member "Just 
what is the pr epaym ent plan all abou t anyway?" 

"W-e-ll, those are natural questions, son, seeing that 
you haven't been with Western much more'n a year Now 
you've seen how every once in a while bad wea ther can 
cost you work time wh en you're all ready to go, or how 
an equipment breakdown can send you back to camp in 
the middle of the day Well , you still get paid for thos e 
hours , don't you? Didn 't used to be that way Used to 
be that you got paid for th e hours you actually worked. 
If you didn't work , no matt er whose fault it was, the law 
said you couldn't be paid. 

"That's what happened to one of our crews. I remember 
it well. Whol e crew was snowbound out in Wyoming for 
almost a full pay period. Time payday came, the pay
checks just didn't amoun t to much. Whole crew had 
worked nearly no time at all, so they had almost no pay!" 
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The Western Prospector 
reviews the prepayment plan 

"But, gosh, prospector , that was rough for those men's 
families." 

"Sure was. Those folks would have had some mighty 
close managing to think about if Western hadn't sort of 
bent the rules a bit and paid them anyway 'Course, you 
couldn' t do a thing like that regularly During the next 
pay period, the crew worked a lot of overtime but they 
still couldn't plan on a regular income. 

"The trouble was, though , that this kind of thing 
could happen any time, specially during th e winter 
After that happened , Western looked into the rules and 
regulations and found that although there were certain 
things that the Company couldn't do to help the situa
tion , there were some plans that could be worked out 
which would be permitt ed by the government. 

"You see, back in Washington, they'd made some laws 
th at certain types of jobs had to be paid by the hour 
These are what they call 'hourly rated' jobs and men on 
hourly rated jobs can be paid only for the hours they 
work. This doesn't recogniz e that sometimes these men 
can't work even if the y want to, so Western had to find 

WESTERN PROFILE 



a way to pay its employees that would be within the law 
but would make it possible to guarantee each worker a 
pay check that he could count on, come rain or shine. 

"The folks at Western studied the government plans, 
with the recommendations and approval of the Depart
ment of Labor There was one method that suited our 
type of work and could guarantee a regular monthly 
wage to an hourly rated man, provided that he works a 
scheduled number of hours. This was the prepayment 
plan and it's the way you're being paid now" 

"Yes, prospector, but why can't we just get a straight 
monthly salary and not bother with all these figures?" 

"Answer to that is simple. It's not legal. The law doesn't 
allow it. If I remember rightly, the law is called the Fair 
Labor Standards Act. The government had studied a 
long time to regulate overtime wages for hourly rated 
workers so that all hours worked would be paid for 

''I'll buy that but I've got some other questions." 
"Ask away, son." 

Young Westerner: "Why do I go into debt?" 
Western Prospector: "The Company has to pay you for 
every hour you work and it must pay you within the pay 
period that it is earned. You are guaranteed a minimum 
pay check that is almost like a monthly salary Every 
Western field employee works a scheduled number of 
hours. Forty hours of this work schedule is paid at straight 
time. Anything over 40 hours is paid at time and a half 
If you work less than the scheduled number of work hours 
for no fault of your own, the Company pays you the full 
amount. This overpayment is the debt you're talking about. 
It is like a loan and, according to the law, must be treated 
like a ,loan. Legally, the Company can't owe you money 
but you can owe the Company money if it has advanced 
you full pay for a pay period in which you worked less 
than the full time. You can repay the loan when you 
work more than the scheduled number of hours. 

"Matter of fact , that's the only way you can repay your 
prepayment debt, by having overtime work hours." 

Y W "That's all right , but I've worked my regular sched
ule for this whole year; I never took any sick leave or 
anything and here I am in debt. How come?" 

JUNE • 1956 

W P "That's simple. If you had a debt before this year 
and didn't work overtime during the year , then the old 
debt would still be there. You see, like I told you, the 
Company doesn't collect back its debt except through 
overtime work hours. The Company can't pay overtime 
if those overtime hours haven't been worked." 
Y W "Do I go into debt when I go on sick leave or vaca
tion or on a holiday?" 

WP "W-e-ll, yes, but only a little bit. The Company 
pays you for the straight time but not for the overtime 
on these off-work days. It pays straight time for vacations, 
holidays and sick leave. The small difference between 
the straight time and overtime on these days is paid to 
you, as a loan, and so becomes a small part of your debt." 
Y W "Somehow it still seems unfair that I should owe 
the Company money for a part pay period when I'm ready 
and able now to work my regular schedule and report 
for work every scheduled work day Why can't the Com
pany just forget the amount I'm ~upposed to owe if I 
haven't been goofing off?" 
W.P .. "It's part of the Fair Labor Standards Act plan 
that debts made under the prepayment method must be 
collected by the employer The employer breaks the law 
if he doesn't collect. 

"Important thing is that you've been guaranteed a reg
ular wage and you and your family haven't been left 
without a pay check or a pay check less than what you 
planned on. The laws that permit this payment plan are 
meant to be fair to both the employer and the employee. 
Maybe there seem to be temporary injustices at times, 
but prepayment is about the best overall plan the law 
has allowed, covering our type of work schedule. It works 
for you hourly rated men in the field because the law of 
averages always comes up with an overtime schedule to 
make up for a short work period. 

"'N other important thing to think about is whether 
you'd like to go back to the old way of being paid when, 
depending on the weather, you'd get a small check on 
one payday and a bigger ·one on the next - never know
ing how much you'd have 'til payday came ." 
Y W "It does seem to work and I'll certainly agree that 
prepayment means a steady paycheck to take home to 
the wife. 

"Thanks for taking the time to explain all this to me, 
prospector I'll like the plan more now that I understand 
it better!" 
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PARTY PICKINGS Continued from page 11 

C. JoE TucKER, who are all helpers 3/ C. 
Until next tim e, this is Party 65 sign ing off with the 

wish that all Western personnel could spend just one 
week with us. We'll see ya'll. 

PARTY F-11 - EDMONTON, ALBERTA ... 

LAWRENCE KLEEBAUM, Reporter -Photographe r 

Party F 11 greets you from the province of'" Alber ta, 
Canada. The office is in Edmonton, whil e the fie d crew 
is wor king at Tofield, approximately 50 miles east of th e 
office location . 

A bush camp situation among the trees and muskeg 35 
miles north of Edson, Alberta, was home to the field crew 
during-this past winter Communication with civiliza tion 
was via a radio, "The Voice of th e Muskeg" Any spare 
time ' in th e camp was used up playing cards, writing 
letters, reading and eating lunches. 

The party chief of F 11 is BILL ROLLANS, who is a 
graduate of the University of Saskatch ewa n, where he 
sailed with the Royal Canadian Naval Reserve during the 
summer months. BrLL and MARIE hav e a one -year-old son, 
SHANE. 

Whil e working in the bush, FRED JOST held the position 
of party manager FRED's favorite expression is, "Don't 
rush , but please do hurry" The JosT family is completed 
by wife TONY and baby son "RrcK" ( FREDERICK, JR.) 
Assisting FRED with the office work is Computer -drafts-

Pa rty F-11 's office staff leav es for th e clay, pre par e d fo r chlll y 
we a ther. At left Is Ed Wlnn lck, comp uter ; Vaug hn Brune au, draft s
man ; Ade line Walt ers , draft swoman ; 8111 Rollan s, pa rty chie f; Per cy 
Scha cter , a ssis tant pa rty chief , and Lawre nc e Klee baum , comp ute r 
d ra fts man . 

The pride of Party 70 - Its bowling team, which participated In 
the New Orleans CAA winter bowling league. Kneeling are lob 
Nicholls (L), Bob Scott and Bob Andrews; standing are Al Newman, 
Howard Dingman and John May, team captain. At left, In color yet, 
Is John May taking dead aim at the one-three pocket. 

man LA WREN CE KLEEBA UM ( single and eligib le) 
Th e recording crew consists of LARRY LERIGER, chief 

observ er, ( with wife J EMMA and children MARK, four, 
and GREG, two) JAMES ( PoP) JEN SEN is LARR Y's assistant. 
The JENSEN family includes wife SHIRLEY and daughter 
LYNNE. On the shooting end, we hav e Shooter Lou SHEW
CHUK, who recently was awarded a six-year safety award. 
His wife is SuE, with family SANDRA and KENNY Lou's 
help er is HowARO BARCLAY, whose wife is FLORENCE. 
HowARD's hobby appears to be singing. 

Two of the crew's drillers made trips to the altar during 
the past year JA).IES KosHURE married ARDELLE and JOE 
MILLER married GRETA. Drill er RALPH DENCH and wife 
DONNA have a baby boy, BILLY Completing th e drilling 
gang are Helpers ARCHIE EwASKIW, DAVE JACKSON and 
RoN THODY, who are all eligibly single. Our surveyor is 
JoHN BRAsco, with wife GwEN and children HOLLY and 
TERRY RoD STEERE, a recent hire, is JoHN's helper 

The computing staff includes PERCY SCHACTER, assistant 
party chief, and ED W1NNICK. Both come from Winnipeg, 
Manitoba. ED and his wife , POLLY, were married last 
summe r in Saskatoon, Saskatchewan, while PERCY remains 
single but looking about. Th e only female employ ee on 
the crew is Dr aftswo man ADELINE WALTERS. VAUGHN 
BRUNEAU, newly hired, also is drafting. 

PARTY 70 - NEW ORLEANS, LOUISIANA ... 

ROBERT ANDREWS, Reporter 

AL NEWMAN, Photographer 

With this, our third report to th e PROFILE , Party 70 
completes its third year of operation in the Crescent City 
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Could she have been Marilyn? From left, Detmar tom Dieck, Jim 
Henders11n, Bill Williges, Morris Brown, BIii Frommeyer and Lewis 

Janis, of Party 70. 

of New Orleans, Louisiana. We believe that this estab 
lishes some kind of record for permanence in doodlebug 
work. This makes Party 70 a record crew as it is one of 
the oldest Western water crews and has th e highest single 
day's production record as well as shooting more records 
than any other single crew 

Since our last report, we have had severa l changes 
among the personnel of the crew Chief Computer LENOYE 
HARPER and Computer SAMMY GoLOSOVKER have joined 
us. Computers HAL DRUMMOND, CAROL PFISTER and 
TOMMY NELSON were called to military duty th e first of 
this year HAL is a private in the Army; CAROL is an ensign 
in the Coast Guard and TOMMY is an Army lieutena nt. We 
hope to have them back with Party 70 when they complete 
their respective tours of duty 

Locally we have employed BARBARA SEELY and BETH 
COCKE to fill vacancies in the drafting department. Com
puters JIM HENDERSON, En LEDFORD, FRED KuPPERMAN, 
HESDEN DrcK and Clerk -Computer J J WADDELL also 
have been hired locally We welcome them all to the crew 

Chief Compu ter CECIL WELCH returned recen tly from 
several months' trainin g at the National Guard Helicopter 
Schools in Texas and Alabama. CECIL is now a first -rate 
"whirly-bird" pilot and will be glad to take you for a hop 
just any time. In February, Computer PETE TRELEAVEN 
returned to the crew following a semes ter at Southwestern 
Louisiana Institute at Lafayette, Louisiana. PETE is work
ing toward a bachelor's degree in geology and will leav e 
soon for the summer term. We are counting on PETE to 
return to Western and Party 70 when he receives his 
sheepskin. 

Last winter, Pa rty 70 was invit ed to participate in the 
New Orleans Comm ercial Athletic Association Spor ts pro
gram . Thus far we have ente red a bowling team in the 
Winte r Bowling League and were fortunate enough to 
have finished in second place in our bracket. JOHN MAY 

JUNE • 1956 

This was a bush camp In March for Party F-11 - a 
small cluster of cottages surrounded by snows and 
battered trees. 

acted as team captain and other bowlers includ ed Party 
Chief BoB NICHOLLS, Supervisor HOWARD DINGMAN, Chief 
Computers AL NEWMAN, ROBERT SCOTT and Bo.s ANDREWS. 
Also aiding th e team when they were available were FRED 
D1Gmuo , supervisor, and JERRY ScHULLER. The team has 
been entered in a higher bracket for the summer league 
and we will be aiming for that first place spo t. 

PARTY F-57- PESCARA, ITALY . .. 

JOHN J AMA TO, Report er 

GOFFREDO ZAMBELLI, Photograp her 

Party F-57 moved into Pescara in May, 1955, with BILL 
CALLEDARE as party chief This crew had moved from 

Smlles and soft words ar e the method s used by Atha s Sgan• 
zerla, Party F- 57 , t a urg e the donk ey to 90 wher e his jeep 

wouldn't . 
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_ \. 
A recording truck mokes a handy prop for a llne-up of F-57 crew 
members. From left are Goffredo Vanlt elll , Anatoll 51monclnl, Ni 
cola Guardian!, Goffr edo Zamb elll , Pari s Fuschl and Glute ppe DI 
Blaslo. 

Forli at which point it had been stationed since its or
ganization in 1950. If Party 9, which once was located in 
Taft, California, has not excelled this, we believe F-57 
may have set up a new "non-move" record. 

Making the move from Forli to Pescara were LELIO 
LAMI, chief computer; GOFFREDO ZAMBELLI, observer, 
and TERZO PRATI, driller Our surveyor, ATHOS SGAN· 
ZERLA, joined us from Ferrara and our shooter, GIUSEPPE 
VILLA, came from Sicily The rest of the crew was hired 
locally and includes AUGUSTO BRENDA, draftsman, MARIO 
MARCHEGIANI and ALDO PATRONCINI, computers, ENNIO 
CORAZZINI and DOMENICO LATTANZIO, assistant surveyors, 
and GIUSEPPE DI BLASIO, junior observer ANTONIO DEPRo
PERTIS, PARIS FuscHI, NICOLA GuARDIANr, FORTUNATO 
lACUAONE, RINALDO MARIANI, ANTONIO PALLADINETTI, 
EusTACHIO SANTILLI, ANATOLI SIMONCINI, ITALO TROTTA 
and GOFFREDO V ANITELLI are helpers. 

WILLIAM CALLEDARE at present is on vacation in Cali
forni a and is being relieved by JoHN AMATO. 

Pescara is a town located approximately in the middle 
of Italy and is situated on the Adriatic Coast. Since 
Pescara is a summer resort, the crew members are well 
pleased to be stationed here. A fine, sandy, endless beach 
is available to all. After a swim, one has countless choices 
of restaurants to choose from. For those who are en
thusi asti c abou t skiing, as are AuGusTo BRENDA and ALDO 
PATRONCINI, Pescara certainly £ills the bill. Nearby, we 
have the ski resorts of Scanno and Roccaraso. If one wishes 
to take in the sights, there are endless historical interests 
to be seen in famous Rome. Without exception, Pescara 
is an ideal location and the crew is enjoying its stay here. 

PARTY 58 - FORSYTH, MONTANA ... 

MRS PATTY CARPENTER, Reporter 

CHUCK CARPENTER, Photographer 

Once again Party 58 has moved back to the "Treasure 
State" af ter a pleasant 14 months in Cody, Wyoming. 

16 

What a change For syth is from Cody! There, we were 
surrounded by mountains with good fishing and picnick
ing spots just a short drive away Here, there are no 
mountains, no trout sh·eams and we've seen all the movies. 

After working betwe<'ln six and eleven thousand-foot 
elevations for the last year, the flat plains along the 
Yellowstone River in Montana, however, seem to agree 
with the field crew The drilling is very good and, even 
thou gh it is flat for miles, the recorders very seldomly 
see th e drill masts. It really keeps our permit man jumping 
to have enough lines permitted for the drills. Although 
the recorders never seem to catch up with the drills, our 
production has been very good and we are looking for-

- -
A typlcal -rly spring day In Montana keeps Drlller•mechanlc 
Ed Borene, left , and Helper Roy Morris, Party 58 , moving to 
kee p from fr-zing . 

ward to long weekends and many picnics thi s summer 
Heading the list of complainants about the poor fish

ing in this area are Party Chief BILL BROOKS and Computer 
CHUCK CARPENTER. Chief Computer ED GAULKE joined 
us in Forsyth. Dr aftsman NOLAN ANDERSON rounds out 
the office force . 

Drill er-mechan ic ED BoRENE heads the drill crew with 
Drillers WARREN WHITE and HARVEY MOLITOR and 
Drill er -helpers RoY MORRIS and GLENN STUART Run 
ning the client's probe is Drill er AUSTIN JENNINGS. On 
the recording truck are Chi ef Observer CARL StvAGE and 
Obse rver JoE ( BuBBA) BusCHMIHLE. CARL is an 11-year 
safety man while BuBBA holds a ten-y ear award . On th e 
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shooting truck is a rec ent arrival from Canada, Shooter 
GEORGE }ONES, with Assistan t Shooter ED HANSEN ED 
married a Cody girl and now is th e father of a baby girl. 
Jughust ler GARY SMITH went back to Cody and returned 
with his bride. Roy MORRIS also marr ied a Cody girl 

Two of th e five single men are on th e survey crew -
Surveyor BoB TARRANT and Rodman CLAYTON ANDREWS. 
It's quite a problem for th e wives to find someone with 
an apartment large enough to accommoda te th e 13 women 
and 16 children for a coffee party Eviden tally we'll have 
to hire a hall! 

Our third safe ty dinner is next on our agenda and we 
are lookin g forward to it to brighten our Forsyth stay 

pose to check a weathering problem on a typica l Montana record. " The 

uwe" are (from left) Dupree McGrady supervisor; Vic Smith, party chief ; 

Lamar Schofield, computer and John Webb, chief computer 

PARTY 36- BILLINGS, MONTANA .. . 

MARGARET WEBB, Office Reporter 

VIC SMITH, Office Photograph er 

Ham radio number W7PXR, is one way to call V W Smith, 
but "Vic" is easier A chemical engineer from Texas Tech in 
Lubbock and a Westerner since 1947 Vic is a Texan by birth 

V W. SMITH 

but has covered some 25,000 miles of 
Western U S. and the Peace River area 
of Canada . He and wife Gwen have 
counted numerous homes while three 
year old Barbara Ann is a seasoned 
traveller with 8200 miles to her credit. 
In addit ion to amat eur rad io, Vic is a 
bowler with a 162 average. 

The office crew of Party 36 ha s spe nt the long, cold 
wint er in Billings, Montana, and at this wri ting, is awai t
ing sprin g for various reasons. 

V1cron W SMITH, P C.F W. , S.H.C., C.B. (Part y Chief 
for Western, Secretar y of H am Club and Champion 
Bowler ) is looking forward to going on th e air with his 
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Single Side Band as soon as he can get all th e pa rts 
together 

JoHN W (SPIDER) WEBB, C.C.F W. , G.P., C.B.P. , (Ch ief 
Computer for Western, Guardian of Pencils and Cham
pion Bridge Player ) is lookin g long ingly at his fishing rod 
and the snow -covered peaks above Red Lodge. 

LAMAR SCHOFIELD, C.F W., NW W., N.L.R. ( Comput er 
for Western, Native of Wonderful Wyoming and Nigh t 
Life Repo rter ) is looking at girls. ( Th e office is in a beau
tiful new building across from th e cam pus of Eas tern 
Montana College of Education. ) 

Western participated in the client's "Helluva Hand icap 
Bowling Tournament" in March and walked off with all 

Driller Frank Allen, Party 36, reaching into the hea rt of the 

sorts of trophi es. ( Th ey gave "booby" priz es, too .) 
Th e junior members of th e crew, children BARBARA 

ANN SMITH and D ENNIS WEBB, are looking for the merry
go-round to begin operating at Wond erland . 

GWEN SMITH and MARGARET WEBB are looking for 
bridg e players, as BARBARA and DENNIS aren' t big enough 
yet. 

And we'll all be looking for you in the PROF ILE. 

M RS WA LTER H. DeVAAN , Field Rep orter 

DANNY URBACH, Field Photographe r 

Part y 36 has had quite a few chang es since our las t 
report, not only among faces but among p laces. Vic 
SMITH came from California to be our party chief He 
and wife GwE and BARBARA ANN, who is quite the young 
lad y at thr ee years of age, were old friends to many of 
us on the crew 

LEE CARPENTER, with wife DORIS and dau ght er SHERRY, 
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took over the surveyor's tripod while JOEL DAVIS, with 
wife RosE, joined us as permit ma n. Obs erver LYLE PowE , 
with Rusv and th ei r sons , DA vm, EARN IE and KEnH , 
added to our ranks. DICK ROGERS is shootin g now but 
wife OPAL will remain in T hermopolis , \Vyoming , until 
JOANN, BILL and WAYNE finish school. Our new drillers 
includ e W1LBER ( MAX) STED~IAN, with ARLENE and son 
DANNY, and JACK COOPER, with wife CLARA and son 
JIMMY 

Our mov es have take n us to Ma nd an, Nor th Dakota , 
with WALT DEV AAN as party manager , whil e the office 
was five miles away in Bismarck. Our next mov e was to 
Di ckinson , which, af ter a winter in Canada , helped some 
of us to thaw out in th e summer hea t of th e plains. Th en 
back we wen t to the Rockies. Thi s tim e we locat ed at 
White Sulphur Springs, Mon tana . From th ere we we nt 
to H ardin and now, She lby , Montana. 

Here we are in the mid st of typica l, rollin g Montana 
prairie with a layer of rock just und er th e surface which 
mak es drilling unusua lly slow Thi s meant th e acquisi tion 
of ano ther drill and wa ter truck. 

In Sep temb er , proud owne rs LowELL and BILLIE HuLL 
added th eir trail er hous e to our convov Th eir daught er 
MARLENE now is anxiousl y watching their black cat for 
new additions. DARRELL CLAPSADDLE pass ed out cigars 
and looked might y proud when JOAN presen ted him with 
a son in March, named DWAIN DARRELL. He's a rea l husky 
and should be jackin g stem for his dad soon. 

Ec1m ALLEN and daught ers DIANE and SUSIE spent 
some tim e visiting in Utah whil e husband FRANK stayed 
hom e. Th e rest of th e crew still is single and, we assume, 
happy and includ es FLOYD omu E, JR., dr iller helper ; 
DAvm SLOAN, a "rea l" reel tru ck driv er and Drill Helpers 
DANNY URBACH and GLEN F EYHL ( th e story teller) New 
hir es are CHUCK O,,KES, GEORGE OLSON and CLARENCE 
SEEFRIED in th e field. ARNO GILLIS, cler k, left in April to 
serve in th e Army 

The weat her has b een extr emely cold and wet since 
we arriv ed in Shelb y bu t our spirit s are still high with 
th e hope that sure ly, wh en it is this late in th e seaso n, 

it can't keep snowin g too mu ch longer 

PARTY 21 - NORMAN , OKLAHOMA ... 

VAN SULLIVAN, Reporter 

JENNINGS SMITH, Photographer 

While this is being w,;tten, we are in Norm an , Okla
homa . By th e tim e you read it-who knows wh ere. We 
are always ready to thr ow our wor ldly goods int o the near
est moving thin g and face th e land lords or landladi es of 
a new town. 'vVe were in Hoba rt , Okl ahoma, for thr ee 
months and in Lawton and orman six mont hs each . 

While at Lawton , \.vhich is seve n miles south of Fort 
Sill, th e girls becam e accustomed to th e blas ts of th e guns. 
Undoubt edly, th e men didn 't notice it as much because 
"Produc tion " is th eir ba ttl e cry and they "shoot up " the 
coun tr yside whereve r th ey are. A recor d for this crew of 
358 profiles was recorded in Decembe r 

Th e opera tion of thi s crew diffe rs from mos t land crews 
becaus e four-way dips are record ed on eac h shot hole. 
All of our lin es are shot cross -cou ntry This requir es the 
surveyors to keep moving to flag the spreads and the re 
cording uni t to keep "hopping " to cove r its usual ten to 
15 holes pe r day Drag -out cab les are used exclus ively, 
·which spe eds up production - the roug h t errain is a hin
drance to drive-out cables . Ev en with th e numerous drive
arounds, creeks and gulli es, production and crew spirit 
rema in at a high leve l. 

Th ere h ave be en a few changes in personn el including , 
Comput er OMAR DE VI/ ALD and wife EsTHER, from Ca na
da, Drill er JOHN GILLESPI£ with wif e ELEANORE and 
daught er ANN, Assistan t Party Chief JENNINGS s~[JTH with 
wife NITA and son DAVY, and Surveyor BOB BROWN with 
wife GAYLE. Comput er BILL Bunn rounds out th e comput
ing crew New to Western are Rod man E VERETTE SJ\ffrH, 
broth er of our First Drill er :MATHEW SJ\nnI ; Rodman REx 
STEWART and Comput er ED Ross. FHED H1LTON, LESLIE 

A nearly full turn-out of Party 21 memb ers 

looks lik e this. Standing, from left , are: B. J. 

Pearce, Omar DeWald, Roscoe Sullivan, D. E. 

Jones, Monroe Tay lor, Ma thew Smith, Hurshel 

Rigdon , Leslie Ray William Stearns and Von

nie Walling . Kneel ing, same order: William 

Budd, Robert Brown, Everette Smith, Lee Roy 

Arnold, Lesley Schmidt and J. G. Gill espie. 

Sitting , C. E. Holmes , Edward Ross, James 

Denniston and Fred Hilton . 
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(JopJ Preparing to move to another shot point , Party 21 crewm en 
clean up a locatlon. From left, V . A. Waiting , drlller ; C. E. Holm es, 
,hooter; J. G. Glll e1ple, drlller, and L. R. Amold , helper . 

(l elow J Draftsm en for Party 74 Include (L) 1111 Mclaw s, Theresa 
Courtright, Mary Chase, Drew Dobb ins and Ken Offan . 

RAY, D E. JONES and WILLIE STEAR:\'S are helping to 
handl e th e jug line. 

We h eld our second consecutive safe ty dinner last year 
Party Chi ef JAMES DENNISTON gave a speech in which he 
complimented the crew upon its safety and production 
records. Surveyo r RoscoE SULLIVAN was presented with 
his ten- year service pin. Chi ef Ob server :MONROE TAYLOR 
rece ived his ten-yea r pin in Sep temb er and Shoot er CHAR
LES H OLMES att ained the five-year service pin in August. 
We are very proud to have men with such experience on 
the crew 

In December, we had a Chri stmas Par ty for th e 20 
children on the crew The girls donat ed th eir tim e and 
money to the cause and we all had a big time. OMAR 
DEWALD made a wonderful Santa Claus - not much 
padding was need ed and his "Ho -ho-ho's" weren't fak ed, 
as his beard was somewha t on th e ticklish side. 

Eas ter Sunday we had an East er egg hunt for th e chil
dren. Th ere were only 12 youngst ers presen t but th e 90 
eggs were found in very short order 

Two of th e boys have gone th e way of all good bach elors 
and now are among the apartment hunt ers. BoB BROWN 
manied GAYLE KECK on Thanksgiving Day and Chief 
Comput er MABRY TAYLOR married SuE SMITH on March 
26. 
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PARTY 74- NEW ORLEANS, LOUISIANA ... 
HUBERT MOSS, Reporter 

E. 0 McCUTCHEON, Photographer 

Until recently, exploration companies have be en es
senti ally "land lubbers" The sma ll, tightly knit and ver
satile unit was the thing . When they tackled the sea, 
however , radical changes in th e organizational concept 
of thi s uni t were brought about. Unity of command had 
to be maintained between elements geographically far 
apart. Mass production techniques were applied in as
sembling the information whil e the product rema ined 
a "custom job" 

This delicate but intri gu ing ba lance is handled ad
mirably on Part y 74 by FRED DIGIULIO, supe rvisor , and 
R. D ( BoB) DE} OURNETTE, party chief By astutely timin g 
the flow of records from the field to and through th e office, 
th ey are able to maint ain a steady flow of custom jobs to 
the client. This means moving about JOOO reco rds a month 
and allowing very littl e backlog in any departm ent . 

Like most others, our office crew is divided into th e 
four general departments of computing, picking , plo ttin g 
and mapping. Wh en JA~rns MAYE, our "primary mover", 
receives th e records, he washes, sorts, cut s and labels 
them for th e computing department of WALTER DONNELL, 
DREW DOBBINS, Do N HART, ULGER MICHEL and EDWARD 
HEWES. DREW keeps a sharp eye on th e navigationa l aid 
and WALTER lays out the cross sections in his "spare time ." 

The picking department, consist ing of ToM CLUTTER, 
RAY KILCHRIST, ARTHUR PORTER, DELBERT REED, LOWERY 

(JopJ Walt Donnell (L) , Ed Hew es, John Maye , Ulger Mlchel and 
Don Hart mak e up the counting section for Party 74. 

( lelow J A wat er crew comes up with a lot of records to revi ew as 
Mauric e Lewis ( L) , Ed Mccut cheon, Henry Bernard ( back to camera) , 
Harry Harw ell and Leona rd Kerry , of Party 74, can te sti fy. 
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LANE, SOULE ~IELLETrE, DA:-., \iVEEKLEY and HUBERT Moss, 
constantly is being pr essed by the computing staff to tak e 
the coun ted records off of their hands and by the plotters 
for more records to plot. Among the plotters we hav e HEN
RY BERNARD, IRJs LAUZERv1c11, MARY D A1L, Jo ANN MAcA 
Luso and VESTA R1cKRODE. With plotting, bookk eep ing 
and re-working sec tions, this little band puts in a full day 

At presen t, the records and cross sections are being 
reviewed by MAumcE LEw1s, HARRY HARWELL, Eo Mc
CuTCIIEOK and LEOI\ARD KERRY The mappin g departm ent , 
consisting of BILLY F K1NC, \V1LBUR GREEN and JouN 
vVmTE, is ab ly assis ted by W1LLTAM McLAws, KEN OFFAN 
and MARY CHASE. This group uses the pa tience of Job in 
gleaning the record s tim e and t ime again so that it may 
ge t the most complete pi cture possible wi th th e informa 
tion ava ilable. 

All th is, of cou rse, is closely monitor ed by BoB, whose 
20 years of experience are invaluable in molding literally 
thous ands of bit s of information into one cohere nt seismic 
pic tur e. Her e, trul y, we can say that he draws a straight 
line with a crooked stick. 

Bob DeJournette often remark s that he has "never had a dull 
moment wit h Western." Wi th 20 years of service behind him , 

this is ampl e evidenc e that he and West
ern are a good combination. A Californian, 
Bob took engineering at Glendale Junior 
College. He is a woodworker as a hobby 
ist plays ten nis an d hunts and fishes. An 
active community worker Bob partici 
pat es in Boy Scout programs. Married, he 
and wife Frances quite recently became 

R. o. DeJOURNETTE the adoptive parents of twin daughters. 
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It take, a hearty , hardy crew 
few the Canadian ffl91ke9 country, 
Th ... F-53 -n qualify. Frent rew 
(L to I): John Sweetnam, party 

manager; Joe Cloutier, drlllor; 
1111 Skul1ky, 1urveyor , and Derk 
leckorlng, helper . lear row : Don 

Sandham, helper ; Earl Hutton, 
1 rodman ; Jim Nel1, 1hooter ; Jim 

La Oraundeur, helper ; Dan Fait, 
he lper; lay Cook, lunlcw ob1erver1 
Jack McColl, olnerver , and Walter 
Kern, drlller. 

PARTY F-53 - CALGARY, ALBERTA .. . 
WILLI AM SKULSKY, Reporter-Photograph er 

At pr esent , Part y F-53 is on 30-day operatio ns from a 
camp situated in Esth er, Alberta. Esther, a thriving 
me tropolis whose population was doubled when \Vestern 
moved in , is loca ted in th e heart of th e western prairi es. 
It is an area in whi ch the government owns most of the 
land and for good rea son, as it is a common belief that 
it would be best suited for a bombing range. 

Even th e gree n eyes of Tex as wou ld by-pass this part 
of Alberta without so much as a second glance. We can 
say truthfully that here we seldom may see eye-to-eye 
with our party chief or sup ervisors as ther e isn' t enoug h 
level ground to support two or more people at one time. 
As some crew memb ers expr ess it , you either are looking 
up or looking down. 

This wint er has been excep tionall y severe and, as a 
result, the crew has been waging a con tinuous battle 
against th e age -old enemy of th e loca l peop le - drifting 
snow Roads and trai ls which have been cleared durin g 
th e mornin gs are often drifted in by nigh tfall. Con se
qu ently, the crew ha s been rescued man y tim es by "ca t
skinne r" KEN EPPS, who , as a result , has become one of 
the most popular men on th e crew On ly by the combined 
efforts of th e local plows, blowers and om cat have the 
roads been ope ned as often as they hav e. Howeve r, our 
supp ly road, because of its leng th , has become almost an 
impossibilit y to keep ope n so that the services of a plane 
had to be acqu ired to transport supplies and the most 
welcome of all supp lies - mail. 

Thanks to ou r client , we do manage to ob tain some 
excellent movies for en tertainm ent. Th e loca l ranchers 
are invit ed and, if road condi tions perm it, our camp 
begins to look like Eighth avenue in Calgary during the 
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£ve o'clock rush . JACK McCOLL, our observ er, has oper
ated the proj ector with such profe ssional abilit y that we 
are certain his talents soon will be discovered and land 
him a long-term contr act in Hollywood . 

Our office staff, located in Calgary, Alberta, is headed 
by a long-time Westerner, RAY WHITI, who has served 
in both Canada and the Unit ed States. Keepin g him "out 
from und er" are his abl e assistants, BILL BLYTH and 
ARNOLD A YLESW0RTIL Both are four -yea r men who hav e 
been stationed in Ca lgary for the past two years. Th e 
field crew, how ever, has not been so lucky as we have 
made many moves since the last PROFILE report. One 
would almost think we were str ict ly a spike crew JOHN 
SwEETNAM, party man ager, had the chore of hand ling 
our moving problems but recentl y took his talen ts to a 
bush crew A. B. JOHNSO took his place . 

"Juggies" are DAN FAST and L. CAIRNS. Both are new 
hires who are adapt ing themselves to doodl ebugg ing very 
well. RAY ( BANKER) CooK, junior observer, is the only 
crew membe r who never seems to run out of the green 
stuff J 1M NEIS, shooter, an old hand and possib ly the 
best shooter in the bus iness, hopes to become another 
trailorite . H is helper, DoN .SANDHAM, is a good man on 
the poles and defin itely has the largest appetit e on the 
crew 

Our head d riller, JoE CLOUTIER, who not long ago be
came the p roud fa ther of a son, is a long-term Westerner 
F KIRBY handl es the drill stem. Of cours e, the drill team 
woud no t be compl ete without "LEADPIPE" KERN, whose 
lead pipe cinches turned out to be th e only rubber tooth
picks du ring th e last two World Series and the Grey Cup 
games. H elper ToM PLAYFAIR is one upon whom Lady 
Luck never smiles and who, KERN claims, must get up from 
the wrong side of the bed every mornin g. 

The survey crew consis ts of yours truly, BrLL SKULSKY, 
and Rodman E ARLE HuTION, who have nam ed this pros
pect "th e surveyor 's nightmare" 

Party F-53 became eligible for two safety dinners re
cently, bu t decided unan imous ly to bu y bas eball equip
ment instead of having th e customar y ba nqu et. 

Thu s, from th e land of wind and snow, is Party F-53. 
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PARTY F-82- FALCONARA, ITALY ... 
GEORGE KOSTASHUK, Reporter 

JOHN LUIGI DONA, Photog rapher 

Whe n a native of Alberta, Canada , comme nts upon the chill 
wi nter climate of Mediterranean Ita ly, he either has a short 
memo ry or has left his cold weat her gear at ho me. In his 

GEORGE KOSTASHUK 

seve n yea rs wit h Weste rn , Par ty Chief 
George Kostashu k covered a considerabl e 
portio n of the Nort hla nd . A university 
grad uate with a bac helor of scie nce de
gree in math ematics and physics, qui et 
spok en George impo rte d Miss Shirl ey Van 
Du sen fro m Calg ary, Alberta, and th ey 
wer e marrie d in Mar ch in Rome, Ital y 

Party F-82 is just a fledgling in the Western family , 
having been br ought into thi s world on Decemb er l, 1955. 
The event took pl ace early on a rainy mornin g when four 
fre ight cars, each with an equal numb er of crates the 
size of small houses, pull ed into a sidin g at the village of 
Falco nara. 

Shadows of men emerge d from the thi ck fog and , as 
timb ers were thro wn aside, a tran sformation from wet 
brown boxes to shiny new tru cks was made. With the 
additi on of wh eels, a few litres of fuel and a quick check 
of the motor , the shootin g tru ck was edg ed off the flatcar 
The men now had a winch to assist in the unloading 
operations. 1n ord er to mount the mast on the drill, th e 
fire departme nt was summon ed from nearb y Ancona. 
Russ KAMINSKY, observer-supervisor, put the instrum ent~ 
through a rigid test program and another seismic crew 
was rolling. 

An all-Western weddin g took place in Rome on March 
27, whe n SHIRLEY VAN DusEN, Calgary, Alberta, became 
the bri de of F-82's GEORGE KOSTASHUK. MICHAEL A. 
BoccALERY, vice-president in charge of Western Geo
physical Int ernational, acted as official interp re ter du ring 
the civil ceremony and gave away the brid e in the chur ch 
weddin g. TOM MARONEY, superv isor, was best man and 
WILLIAM CAVICCHI, driller with F-82, was vocalist. 

Party F-82' s all-West ern wedding 

took pla ce in Rome on March 27 

In att endanc e, from left we re Tom 

Maron ey Will iam Calledar e , Don

ald Call eda re , Mrs. Cavi cchi , Wil
liam Cavicchi , Mrs . Call edar e, Mrs. 

Cynthia Tova r Micha e l Bocca lery 

Mrs. Kostashuk, Georg e Kostashuk, 

Mrs . Boccal e ry Andrea Berardi , 
Russ Kaminsky and Canon Shreve 

of St. Paul ' s American Protestant 

Church. 
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Your photograph can win $50.00 

Turning a hobby into a profitab le pastime can be a 
hobb y in itself Westerners now have an opportuni ty of 
profiting from the widespr ead inter est among crew mem
bers in photography Your photo, if selected by our Roard 
of Judges as a cover for vVESTERN PROFILE, can win 
$50.00. Each photograph selected and used as a cover 
will be reproduced with full credit to the photographer 

The rules arc simple 
1 All employees, as well as memb ers of their immedi 
ate families , of Western Geophysical Comp any of 
America , \Vestern Geophysical Company of Canada 
and Western Geophysical Int ernationa l are eligible . 
At the time the photo is used, the emp loyee must be 
actively emp loyed. 
2. All photographs submitted must be black and white 
prints and the negatives must be sent with the prin ts. 

Negatives and prints should be mailed Aat, pro
tected by heavy cardboar d or plywood, and must not 
be scratched, marred or damaged in any way 
3. Photographs must he accompan ied by a complete 
description covering wher e, when and what is happen 
ing in the picture , with full information of names and 
positions of any persons appear ing in the shot. 
4. You may submi t as many photographs as you wish 
at any time. Th ere is 110 deadline 
5. Payment of the $50.00 prize will be made when the 
photograph ha s appeared as a PROFILE cover Please 
provide full information as to your name and Par ty 
numb er with each photo graph submit ted. 
Tho se are the rules. Dust off your camera, keep watch

ing for app ropriate subjects and send the results to the 
WESTERN PROFILE Board of Jud ges. The $50.00 awa rd 
may be yours. Good luck! 

Clinton 
Named 
Supervisor 

W ith his appointment in mid April, James ~I Clinton 
became vVestern's newest supervisor Having spent most 
of his four years with Weste rn in California, largely as 
party chief of Wcstern's larges t land crew - Part y 9, Jim 
will continue in that area by working with California 
crews from his base in Bakersfie ld. 

A native of Oklahoma , Jim is a geology major ( B.S 
degree) from Cente nary College , Shrevepor t , Louisiana. 
He is married and is the father of two young sons. 
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Best wishes to. 
Donna Ferestad :md L. \Varner Harrison, married :\larch 22, 

in Scobey, 1\lontana, P:irty 18 Norma Ann Swan and :\lnrion 
1\1. ?.lcNabb, married March 29, in Shrevepo rt , Louisiana, Party 
77 Jimmie Ruth Adair and Jack Carson , married September 
16, 1955, in Tucumca ri, New :\lexico, Party 54 Sharon Jen
sen and Jake Liebelt, married Fehrua ry 22, in Scobey, :\lontana, 
Party 18 i\lar y Sue Smith and :\labry J Taylor married 
i\larch 26, in Carro llton , i\lississippi , Party 21 Anna i\laria 

Parassiani and Lelio Lami, married June 11., 1955, in Forli, Italy, 
Party F-57 Fran c is A. Davis and Earl I larpcr , married 
:\larch 16, in Raton , New :\lexico, Part) ' 54 Alta ;-.;ordquist 
and Gary Smith, marri ed i\larch 11, in Cody, 'Wyoming, Party 58 
• Shirley Van Dusen and George Kostashuk, married i\lnrch 
27, in Rome, Italy, Party F-82. 

Congratulations! 
Dorothy and \Vilbur Green, a son, \Vylie Eugene, 6 lbs. 6 oz., 

December 22, 1955, Party 74 Barbara and Willie Priester, a 
son, William Lee, 8 lbs., February 24, 1956, Party 77 Sylvia 
and Jimmy Hull, a son, David Jim, 7 lbs. 4 oz., November 14, 1955, 
Party 77 Joan and Darrell Clapsaddle, a son, Dwain Darrell, 
7 lbs. lOJ. oz., i\lareh 24, Party 36 Lee and Leonard Linder, 
a daughter, Beverly Kay 8 lbs. 5 oz., November 26, 1955, Pnrty 
18 Ruth and John Knutson, a son, Albert John, 8 lbs. 8 oz., 
;\larch 30, Party F-50 Gwen and Orville i\lcDiarmid, a daugh
ter, :\lary Lyn Florence , 7 lbs. 6 oz., January 20, Party F-10 
Frances and R. D. DeJournette , twin daughters, Teresa Ann and 
Mary Frances, adopted at two years, horn April 10, 1954, Party 74 

Audrey and Vic Hunter a daught er, Linda Lee, 6 lbs. 3 oz., Feb
ruary 4, Party F-63 Joan and Joe Saltamachia, a son, Glenn 
Joseph, 6 lbs. 4 oz., October 18, 1955, Party 70 Bonita and 
James Talley, a daught er, Terry 5 lbs., 'ovember 23, 1955, Party 
37 • Mable and John May a dau ghter, Teresa Marlene, 7 lbs. 6 
oz., February 13, Party 70 Helen and Eldred Won , a dau ghter, 
Pamela Carol, 5 lbs. 15 oz., March 15, Party F-39 Janet and 
Ralph Scheidt, a son, Donald George , 7 lbs., April 16, Party F-50 

Marie and Daniel B:.irnec, a daughter, Janie Ann, 7 lbs. 4 oz., 
September 10, 1955, Party F-39 Joan and Frank l\lacaluso , a 
daughter Diane Cecelia, 6 lbs. 11 oz., April 13, Party 72 Kay 
and Ken Dobson, a son, Stewart James, 9 lbs. 4 oz., February 10, 
Party F-39 • Bruna and Goffredo Zambelli , a son, :\lassimo, 
8 lbs. 2 oz., July 15, 1955, Party F-57 Kay and Bill Kachowski, 
a daughter, Debra Helen, 7 lbs. 111: oz., December 24, 1955, Party 
F-39 Dorothy and Donald Good , a daught er, 7 lbs. 21: oz., 
i\larch 24, Party F 10 Alice and :\laurice Lewis, a son, William 
Hart, 7 lbs. 2 oz., April 26, Party 74 i\lary Ruth and Thomas 
Bouchillon, twin sons, Cary 6 lbs. 6 oz., and Cary 6 lbs. 3 oz., 
December 29, 1955, Party F 13 Jane and Richard Brunet, a 
daughter, Diane, 7 lbs. 10 oz., July 10, 1955, Party 72. Dorothy 
and Robert Anthes, a daughter, Penney Susan, 7 lbs. 14 oz., April 
20, Party 51 Jo LaRene and Don Meek, a son, Danny Craig, 
7 lbs. 4 oz., i\larch 19, Party 65 Roberta and Ed Hansen, a 
daughter Holly l\larccllc, 4 lbs. 14 oz., March 19, Party 58 
i\lamie Lou and Billy King, a son, James Garrett , 7 lbs., November 
23, 1955, Party 74 Shirley Ann and Austin Jenn ings, a daugh
ter, Janette Clare, 7 lbs., February 4, Party 58 Joyce and 
Chester Armstrong, a son, Wayne Harry 7 lbs. IO oz., Januar y 13, 
Party F-61 Vera and Cecil Ray llall , a daught er, Nancy Lynn , 
7 lbs. 7 oz., ;\[ay I, Party 32. 
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On December 14, 1955, George Meany, president of 
the AFL-C/0 addressed the National Religion and Labor 
Foundation in New York with a speech which has inspired 
considerable comment and has been widely published 

The following is a verbatim excerpt 

A labor leader looks at Com1nunism ... 

Too many in the free world fail to see the real nature 
of Communism as the mortal foe of everything that we 
hold dear, of every moral and spiritua l value. Too many in 
the free world are stilJ prison ers of the illusion that Com
mun ism is, historicall y speaking , a progr essive system -
extreme liberalism tempo rarily making bad mistakes. 

Actually, Communism represents darkes t reaction. It 
is an antisocial system in wh ich there are imbeclded 
some,of the worst featur es of savagery, slaver y, fuedalism 
and life-sappin g exploita tion manifested in the industrial 
revolution of early-day cap italism. 

Too many in the free ,vorld seem to ha ve lost their 
capacity for moral indi gnation against the most brutal 
inhum anities when they are perpetrated by Communists. 
It is painful , but we must face the cruel facts of life. 

Vve of th e democra tic camp must develop a far more 
vigorous moral attitude. vVe must rekind le our capac ity 
to cry out against, to protest agains t, the Godless dogmas 
and savage crimes being perpetra ted by Moscow 

Such stru ggles and such protests are not negative ac
tions They are positive. Th ey are morally and politically 
constructive . I know of nothing more positiv e and con
stru ctive than a total struggle against the tota lit a1ian 
cance r in the body politic of modern society 

It is rath er disturbing to n,e th at many people in our 
country who call themse lves liberals are stone silent about 
the Soviet concentration camps They never find the time 
to utter a word of condemnation aga inst the Commun ist 
imperialist destruction of the national independence and 
democra tic rights of hundreds of millions of people in 
Europ e and Asia. 

It is shocking to see the studied attempts be ing mad e 
by Western dip lomacy to tear to shreds the Charter of 
the Uni ted Nations und er the gu ise of th e so-cal led pack 
age deal with Jvloscow and Peiping. Can it be that the 
free world is so weak in its moral spirit that it does not 
recognize this dea l as appeasemen t of the worst kind? 

I am all for a fight to the finish against racial ism in 
our own midst. Racialism is damnable and detes table in 
any form. But racialism in reverse - as now propagated 
in India and Burm a by Khrushchev and Bulganin - is 
just as reprehensib le. 

And the Communist imprisonm ent of hundred s of thou 
sands of hosta ges - so-called wai · prisoners - 10 years 
after the close of the war , in violation of every human 
right and international agreement - is morally reprehen
sible. One would expec t the true liberal to cry out in 
protest against human beings being -::artccl, tagged and 

shuttled about for weeks in rail yards of Russia, as if they 
were car loads of coal or bags of potatoes. 

Not until we of the free world can give rebilth to a 
vibrant mora l attitud e, to a burning indi gna tion against 
such frightful bestialities, can the freedom loving people 
be sufficiently st irred to gather the mora l strength for 
resisting and defea ting the totall y antimora l dogmas and 
deeds of Communism at home and abroad. Yes, this means 
above all a moral struggle against Communism. 

Communism is the very opposite of libera lism. Com
munism is the dead liest enemy of libera lism. Liberals 'V<:XXX'l<~ 
should he the most consistent and energetic figh ters 
against Communism. Lib erals must also be on gua rd 
against developing a certain type of McCarthyi sm of their l(Y'JV',,.VX" 

own. Th ey must shun like a plague the role of being anti 
anti -Comm unist. 

Only by -refusing to be thus entrapped, can liberals ~'G{'lcv.;x 

shed every vestige of subconscious and conscious rega rd ',IV',AJ',.vx 

for Communism as a moveme nt with which they have 
some thing in common. 

Much more rega rd must be shown by th e democracies 
for princ iples - for the principles of human rights and 
human freedom. \,Ve must never sacrifice princip les to 
expediency This means being rigid in suppo rt of our 
principles. 

Moscow is sure it has history's timetabl e in its pocke t. ,.,,.._,.vv-vv

Hitl er once thought so, too. We have nothing to fear from ~~~~~~~ 
peaceful compe titi on. They need our help. We do not need 
theirs. Th ey have noth ing that can help us Wha t they 
have can only hurt us. But what we have they wan t from '>IVYV<vvv 

us in order to help and save them from the follies of Com
munism and Soviet imperialism. 

We must avoid the suicidal self-decep tion of the popular ... xx.,,..,.x.,._ : 

front and unit ed front. 
No coun try, no people, no movement can stand aloof 

and be neutral in this struggle. Nehru and Tito are not 
neutral. They are aides and allies in fac t and in effect , if 
not in diplomatic verbiage. 

In conclusion, I cannot empha size too strongly to you 
Th e conflict between Communism and freedom is the 
problem of our time. It overshadows all other prohl cms. 
This conflict mirror s our age , its toils, its tensions, its 
troubles and its tasks On the outcome of this conflict ~'>lVYV' 

depends the futur e of all mankind. I pray that , on the 
threshold of the atomic age , we - all of the free world -
can muster the mora l courage and tota l streng th to pre
serve the peace and promote the freedo m of the men and 
women of eve ry cont inent , color and creed. 
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1. A light mome11t with the 
Jones Jamil y of Party 7. From 
left are Father Ray, Carol:,11, 
An11ette a11d Howard. 

2. Sitting prettily are Teresa 
, A11n (left) a11d Mary Frances, 

two-year-old twin daughters of 
Fra11ces and Bob Defournette, 
P. 74 . 

3. Cora and Jack Patton's two boys, Rip (left) a11d Wes partake 
of Jl:Ves' first birthday cake. P. 68 . 

4. Barbara Ann Smith, left, (daughter of Gwen and Vic) with her 
guests at her third birthda; , pany. Next to Barbara is Billy Kerns, 
Ro11ny Zeiler a11d De1111is IP'ebb, gri11ni11g at the camera. Dennis 
is the so11 of Margaret "Spider" UV ebb. Party 36 . 

5. Darrell a11d foa11 Clapsaddle holding Dwain Darrell . . . "Let 
me tell you about my so11 - he's only nine days old ." Party 36 . 

6. When only one, Louise , daughter of LeRoy a11d Mary Hughe s, 
P. F-69, could smile as captivatingly as this. 

7. Neal) ' Cramer, son of Mr. and Mrs. Neal Cramer, supervisor, 
says he's finishing a map repo rt. 

7 



THEY SERVE 
Service Anniversaries March, April, May 

22 YEARS Dick, Charles D. Xavier, Alberto G. 
Planck, George E. Harding, John H. 3 YEARS 

21 YEARS 0 Jones, Frank A. Andrews, Robert 
"Desmond, Jack M. Kakoke, Arthur Anthes, Robert 
Prestine, V E. °Kostashuk, George Clingan, J E. 

0 Sheffet, David O'Donnell, Arthur J Coleman, Ronald J 
20 YEARS Sivacoe, Arthur W Dean, Lawrence 

DeJournette, R. D ., Jr Smith, Mathew J Dodd, Alan T 
Mollere, John C. 6 YEARS Dorman, James F 

19 YEARS Blevins, Hayd en T Fore, Louis S. 
Adams, John A. Brick, Larry F 0 Grant, William E. 

15 YEARS Bynum, George R. Hartwig, Edward 
Heaney, Don B. Childs, Berry W Kachowski, William 
Ross, Walter T Cline, Wayne H. LeTourneau, Delor A. 
Shoup, George J "Kirkland, Jesse D. May, Ubes P., Jr 

14 YEARS Leriger, Laurence A. Mende, Billie D. 
0 Logan, Lloyd E. Lesoway, Joseph G. Miller, John W 
"Morrow, Dallas C. (Feb.) Lewis, Homer L. Moore, Roy 
Wardell, R. H. 0 Nash, Robert T Nelson, William C. 

13 YEARS Nelson, Raymond E. Niederhauser, J R. 
Buschmihle, J E . Novak, Stephen "Peterson, George 

12 YEARS Quinn, Jack K. Quam, Howard E. 
"Green, J B. Schuller, Jerome A. Reinesto, James M. 
Holbrook, Jack (Jan.) 5 YEARS 0 Rich, Harold D. 
Ivy, Robert L. Allen, Frank D. Riddle, William T. 
Maroney, Thomas P Bates, Grant P Shapka, Edward D. 
Pack, Bruce A. °Conkey, B. W Venegas, William 

"Phillips, T J Dees, James A. Watts, Harold D. 
0 Snead, J D. Downey, D.R. West, Arnold W 
Thompson, David B. Johnson, Alvin B. 2 YEARS 

11 YEARS °Kopper, Stanley R. Barham, Thomas L. 
Stegall, Charles P La Moure, Bronson C. Blair, Jimmy 
Sullivan, Roscoe L. Larrabee, Harry Brown, Wm. R. 

10 YEARS Long , Oliver R. Burnside, Samuel G. 
Bernhardt, Don Loven, John W Carver, Robert E. 

9 YEARS Stewart, Max R. Clapsaddle, Darrell 
Davis, John G. Taylor, Archibald Cram, Ira H., Jr 

0 Eager Margaret W White, John D. Cunningham, Harvey N 
"Hemenway, D. C. 4 YEARS Diaz, Christiano 
Hilliard, Roy T Alexander, James P Fairchild, Ollie R. 
Maines, John J 0 Ames, D. A. Haag, Ruth 
Narlock, Raymond Aylesworth, Arnold Hanna, Lloyd G. 
Parker, William H. Blyth, William B. Hansen, Hanry E. 

0 Paul, Nicholas Clinton, J M. Harrison, Lowell W 
Smith, Victor W Cooper, Jack Hollier, Lawrence A. 

0 Welch, Cecil A. Farmer, William F Krein, Oliver 
8 YEARS Ising, Herman G. Lane, Willie G. 
Arrnond, L. L. "Jennings, Austin W "Lazenby, Lawton L. 
Bosch, Frank Kolumbus, Lou Liebelt , Jake 
Broughton, R. 0 Long, ~forray B. Louis, Adrian 
Bryant, Robert K. Melendez, Joe Luce, J Donald 
Campbell, John L. Mitchell, T W Marceaux, Paul D. 

"Childers, Clifton D. Moorehead, Carrnel Mellette, Soule M. 
Glenn, Hardy Overstreet, C. W Munn, Jimmy L. 
Hanson, Ernest E . 0 Overstreet, Ralph Murrell, Ronald G. 
Hepburn, Paul N .. Priester, Willie C. ardini, Guy 
Lammert, John F Ross, William F Pfab, Benedict H. 
Martin, Charles E. Seaton, Elton W Raley, Kerney 

0 Powe, Lyle E. 0 Spach, William H. Shivers, Joe D. 
7 YEARS Stack, Robert J Stevens, Charles F 
Anderson, Clarence N Stevens, Stanley A. Stoops, Richard A. 
Angus, William R. 0 Stewart, B. R. Talley, Frankie E. 
Babiracki, T L. Trotter, Jack F Watson, Melvin K. 
Bates, Arthur D. 0 Watson, Jerry A. Williamson, Willie J 
Carpenter, C. D. White, R. W 
Chandler, James A. Won, Eldred • Interrupted Service 
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HOW MUCH DO TAXES COST YOU? 
FOR 20 YEARS TAXES HAVE BEEN TAKING AN INCREASING SHARE 
OF FAMIL Y EARNING S W HAT DO THEY TAKE FROM YOU? 

INCOME 

TOTAL 
TAXES 

~ 
~ 

$3000 

$ 708 

$4000 

$1088 

$5000 $7500 $10,000 

$1424 $2234 $ 3220 

AND, THE MORE YOU MAKE-THE WORSE IT GETS 

Taxes are eating awa y America's futur e And , as 
T Coleman Andrews, former Commission er of 
Int ernal Revenu e savs "taxes are an instrument 
f or penal izing su;ces; and punishing those who 
somehow manage" to get ah ead . 

Th e NA~l'l five-year plan would help mor e and 
more people save and invest and build a bett er 
futur e for th emse lves and for th eir childr en 

A FIVE-YEAR PLAN FOR TAX- REFO RM 

As p roposed by th e Nat ional AssoL'iation of Man-
1..1facturers 
• Fiv e successive annual red uctions of 16% each 

in th e pro gressive rates on all individua l in
come taxes ( For a total redu ction of 80% in 
all surtaxes ) 

• A ceiling of 35% on all federal incom e taxes 
Becaus e of the nation 's expanding economy , 
this can be don e without shifting th e tax bur 
den to any group in any wa y, and without 
takin g esse ntia l revenu e from th e federal 
governm ent. 

YOU CAN HELP! 
The program already is rece iving wide sup

port in all parts of th e countr y ( Gallup Poll 
survey) But , it needs mor e support from people 
such as you if it is to h e adopted ba ck in \i\Tash 
ington , DC Here's how you can h elp 

Spread the word. Sell your fn ends and associates 
011 this tax plan . 

Get local groups to endorse and support it 

W n te your Congressmen They want your views 

REMEMBER UNITY IN ACTION CAN GET RESULTS! 
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